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ASTRA FILMS LTD., 


| HILDA BAYLEY 
| While London Sleeps | 


A STORY OF LONDON NIGHT LIFE. 
With FLORA LE BRETON and All Star Cast. 
Produced by GRAHAM CUTTS. 


1 PASSED BY THE CENSOR. [ 


| TRADE SHOW: Shaftesbury Pavilion, 
, MONDAY JULY 3, at 11 a.m. ; 


LONDON MANCHESTER 
53a eeeenury | a 2 John Dalton Street. 
Telephone — Reg Telephone- Manchester Centre! 5987. 
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For truthful reproductive quality use 


EASTMAN 
POSITIVE FILM 


You can’t play real music on an instru- 
ment with two strings—neither can you 
reproduce the full quality of your neg- 
ative with only highlights and shadows. 
You need the full range of Eastman or 
Kodak Positive Film halftones that 
carry quality through to the screen. 


Eastman and Kodak Film is 
identifiable throughout its entire 
length by the words ‘‘Eastman” 
‘“*Kodak” stencilled in d/zck letters 
in the transparent film margin. 


Kodak Limited, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2 
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THE FILM RENTER 


Moving Picture News 


Managing Editor: Low Warren. 
FORTHCOMING TRADE SHOWS. 


LONDON. NOTTINGHAM. 
MONDAY, JULY 3. 


i € me 

Astra, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11. While London Sleeps. | tee eee 
TUESDAY, JULY 4. | 

QGaumont, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11... Tense Moments From Opera. 

Famous-Lasky, New Gallery, 11. Is Matrimony a Failure? 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. 

Gaumont, New Gallery, 11. Seas of Chance. 

Fox, Alhambra, 1] Shackles of Gold. 


SAUAUAUHUTUNNOEOOOOUCUATUALANEtdgNeAHAdEHTAAEL EUDGUUAODEOUUAGUOGLOOUUGEOEAUOANGAUOAUUOOOSEONONNtY 


Saw 


TUESDAY, JULY 4. 
Famous-Lasky, Lounge, 11. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. 
Associated First National, Scala, 11. Kindred of the Dust. 
European, Lounge, 11. Heart of a Wolf. : 


SHEFFIELD. 
TUESDAY, JULY 4. 


Anchor, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-80. City of Drifting Love. Walturdaw, Union St. P.P., 11. Periwinkle—Riders of the Night. 
THURSDAY, JULY 6. Associated First: National Cinema House, 11. Kindred of the Dust. 
Reubenson, West End Cinema, 1. Robinson Crusoe. : Pathé, Tivoli, 11. © The The Way of a Maid. 

Jury, Own Theatre, 10 and 3. The Idle Rich. WEDNESDAY, JULY 65. : é Z 
Granger, New Gallery, 11-30. A Sporting Double. Famous-Lusky, Electra Palace, 10-45. Her Husband's Trade Mark. 
FRIDAY, JULY 7. Vitagraph, Union St. P.H., 11. Restless Souls—A Pair of Kings. 
B.E.F., New Gallery, 11. Sybil) Thorndyke Productions. Stoll, Cinema House, 11. Suspicious Wives. , 
Vitagraph, West End, H. A Virgin's Sacritice. Famous-Lasky, Electra Palace, 10.45. Is Matrimony a Failure? 

THURSDAY, JULY 6. 
MANCHESTER. European, Cinema House 11 Heart of a Wolf. 

FRIDAY, JULY 7. 7 
Gaumont, Union Street Picture House, 11. Prince of Lovers, 
¥.B.0., Own Theatre, 3. Luring Lips. : 

New Century, Own Theatre, 11-15. The Foolish Age—Call a Cop. ~ 


LEEDS. 
. MONDAY, JULY 3. 


Vitagraph, Kine. Exchange, 11-30. Restless Souls—A Pair of Kings. 
TUESDAY, JULY 4, 

Walturdaw, Kinema Exchange, 3-15. The (Colonel's Orderly. 

Famous-Lasky, Kine. Exchange, 2-15. | Her Husband's Trade Mark. 

Gaumont, Majestic, 11. Prince of Lovers. 


TUESDAY, JULY 4. 
Pearl, Futurist 11. Ten Nights in a Bar Room—Torchy. 
Provincinl Productions, Deansgate, 11. The Goddess of Lost Lake. 
Milloy, Kinema Exchange, 12. Head of the Family. 
Milloy, Kinema Exchange, 2 Heart of the North. 
Gaumont, Gaiety, 11. Prince of Lovers. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre — 2-30. Prince of Lovers. 
uropent ash St. ies 1 ene of Robinson Crusoe. 
amous-Lasky, Kinema Exchange, 11. s Matrimony a Fai ? 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. Ki . Kaine 
Vitagraph, Futurist, 11. The Girl in His Room, 


Jury, Kinema Exch A ‘voli : OK 
rape ee ee Polite Foolish Age Famous-Lasky, Kinema Exchange, 10-40. Is Matrimony a Failure? 


M aires WEDNESDAY, JULY’ 5. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. Parisette. Jury, Kinema Exchange, 11-40. The Duke of Chimney Butte. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange. Luring Lips. THURSDAY, JULY 6. 
W. and F. Kinema Exchange, 3 Grandma's Boy Fox, Kinema Exchange. 2-30 Nero 
Famous-Lasky Kinema Exchange, 11. ler Husband's Trade Mark. y 7 _ : é 


FRIDAY, JULY 7. 
eae it 6. Silver Wings. Wardour, Kinema Exchange: 3-15. © Wardour Comedies. 


FRIDAY, JULY 7. eat Tee olonels: hes La eee : rae of the Dust. 
Walturdaw, Kinema Exchange, 11. The Adopted Son. ATODuAR Kingiie. Heckinas: 1040.” Heart Wel 
Associated | First. Nat., Gaiety, 1. | Man—Woman— Marriage. Ruropean, Kinema Exchange 10-40. Heart of a Wolf. 


Stoll, Kinema Exchange, 12.” Suspicious Wives. NEWCASTLE 
MONDAY, JULY 


3. 
LIVERPOOL. Pathé, Stoll P.H., 11-15. The Jungle Goddess. 
MONDAY, JULY 3. 


TUESDAY, JULY 4. 
Stoll, Palais de Luxe, 11-15. Suspicions Wives. Jury, Own Theatre, 11 and 2. The Shadow of a Throne. 
TUESDAY, JULY 4. 


‘ Wardour New Pavilion, 11-15. Other Women's Clothes. 
Provincial Productions, Palais de Luxe, 11. The Goddess of Lost Lake. Gaumont, Queen's, 11-15. — Love's Crucible. 
Jury, Kinema Exchange, 11. The Foolish Age. 


Gaumont, Own. Theatre, 2. Love’s Crucible. 
Vitagraph, Futurist, 11. The Girl in His Room. Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 3. The Adopted Son. 
Fox, Trocadero, 11. Nero. 


Associated First National Stoll, V1. Penrod. 

Capitol, Kinema Exchange 3-15. Cocaine Smugglers. StoH, New Pavilion, 11-15. Suspicious Wives. 

W. and F., Scala, 11-30. Grandma's Boy. WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. ‘3 B 

Associated First Nat., Prince of Wales, 11. © Man—Woman—Marriuge. Northern Mutual, New Pavilion, 11-15. Way Women Love—Stranger 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. : of Canyon Valley. ~ 

Pearl, Futurist, 11. Ten Nights in a Bar Room—A_ Torchy Comedy. F.B.0., Stoll, 11-15. The Kiss. 

Milloy, Trocadero, 11-15. The Head of the Family. FRIDAY, JULY 7. , Pras 

Milloy, Kinema Exchange, 2-15. - The Heart of the’ North. Gaumont, New Pavilion, 11-15. Little Minister. 

Gaumont, Scala, 11, Love's Crucible. Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2. Little Minister. | 

Gaumont, Own Theatre 2-30. Love’s Crucible. Vitagraph, Own Theatre, 11-15. * Restless Soule—A Pair of Kings. 

European, Prince of Wales, 11. Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. Ideal, Grey Street Picture Houre 11-15. The Four Seasons, 
THURSDAY, JULY 6. European, Stoll, 11. | The Leather Pushers. 

F.B.0., Palais de Luxe, 11. Daughter of the Law. Famous-Lasky, Grainger, 11. The Man From Home. 

Planet, Trocadero, 11. A Soul in Torment. 

CARDIFF. 


FRIDAY, JULY 7. 


. 


Famous-Lasky, Scala, 11. Her Husband's Trade Mark 
Walturdaw, Futurist, 11. Return of Mary. 
Famous-Lasky, Scala, 11. Is Matrimony a Failure? 


BIRMINGHAM. 


MONDAY, JULY 3. 

Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 8. Under Suspicion. 
TUESDAY, JULY 4. 

Jury, Own Theatre, 2-30. The Duke of Chimney Butte. 


Wardour, Gen, Film Renting Theatre, 11 and 3. Wardour Comedies. 


European, Scala, 11. Heart of a Wolf. 

Stoll, New Street Picture House, 11. Suspicious Wives. 

Fox, Scala 10-45. — Monte Cristo. 

Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 3. | Under Suspicion. 

Pathé, Theatre de Luxe, Hl. Hix Wife. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. 

Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 3. 9 Under Suspicion. 

F.B.0., Scala, 11. The Wallop—The Man Tamer. 
THURSDAY, JULY 6. 

Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 3. Under Suspicion. 
FRIDAY, JULY 7. 

Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 8. 9 Under Suspicion. 

Famous-Lasky, Scala, 11. The Husband's Trade Mark. 

Famous-Lasky, Scala 11. Is Matrimony a Failure? 
SUNDAY, JULY 9. . 

Gaumont, Futurist, 6-30. A Prince of Lovers. 

Gaumont, Theatre de Luxe, 3-30. — Parisette. 

F.B.0., Scala, 7. Action—Daughter of the Law. 


BRISTOL. 
SUNDAY, JULY 9. 


Associated First Nat., Cinema Theatre, 3. Scrambled Wives—Penrod. 


TUESDAY, JULY 4. 
Jury, Cinema Exchange 8. ‘The Flaming Waltz. 

Wardour, Club, 11. The Truant’ Husband. 

Gaumont Kinema_ Exchange, 12-15. Sheltered Daughters. 

Stoll, Kinemna Exchange, 11-30. Suspicious Wives. 

Moss Empires, Kinema Exchange, 3. The Child Thou Gavest Me. 
FRIDAY, JULY 7. 

Pearl, Kinema Exchange, 12-15. Ten Nights in a Bar Room—Torchy. 
Associated First National, Kine. Ex., 12-15. Scrambled Wives. 
Pathé, Kinema Exchange 3. The Jungle Goddess. 

Famous-Lasky, Own Theatre, 11. The Man From Home. 


GLASGOW. 
MONDAY, JULY 3. 


Cosmograph, Cranston's, 11. Another Man's Boots. 

Stoll, Salon, 11. Suspicious Wives. 
TUESDAY, JULY 4. 

Gaumont, Salon, 11. Private Scandal. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. Private Scandal. 

European, La Scala, 1. The Leather Pushers. 

Vitagraph, Cinema House 1. Restless Souls—A Pair of Kings. 
Ideal, Picture House, 1. The Four Seasons. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. = 
Jury, Own Theatre, 2-30. Homespun Folks. 
Famous-Lasky, Cinema House, 11. 9 The Man From Home. 
THURSDAY, JULY 6. 

Gaumont, Salon, 11. Parisette. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. Parisette. 

Granger, New Savoy, 11. A Sporting Double. 

FRIDAY, JULY 7. 


’ 


Associated First National, New Savoy, 11. Penrod. 
Pathé, Cinema House = 11. Hail the Woman. 


Pathé, Own Theatre, 3. Hail the Woman. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 2-30. The Kixs. 
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BUTCHER’S SELECTED 
PICTURES 


First-class British 
Productions Released 
on the 


PROGRAMME 
FOR 1923. 


First Three. 


No. 1. THE WALTER WEST PRODUCTION : 


WHEN GREEK MEETS GREEK 


Featuring VIOLET HOPSON & STEWART ROME. 
from the Novel by PAUL TRENT. 


RELEASED JANUARY, 1923. “U" CERTIFICATE. 


National 
Programme 


No. 2. THE PROGRESS BRITISH PHOTOPLAY : 


THE LILAC SUNBONNET 


Featuring JOAN MORGAN. 

LONDON from the Novel by S. R. CROCKETT. 

TRADE SHOW: JULY 13, NEW GALLERY KINEMA at 11-30 a.m. 
RELEASED FEBRUARY, 1923. 


No. 3. THE WALTER WEST PRODUCTION: 


THE SON OF KISSING CUP 


Featuring VIOLET HOPSON & STEWART ROME. 
, By CAMPBELL RAE-BROWN. 
TRADE SHOWS TO BE ANNOUNCED. 


Camera House :: Farringdon Avenue :: LONDON, E.C.4. 


Phone : Holborn, 5995 (5 lines), Cables : ‘‘ Butchilms, London.’’ A.B.C., 5th Edition. Wires : Butchilms, Fleet, London. 


World’s Rights for Walter West Productions, 

Progress British Photoplaya and other important 
British Productions are exclusively owned and con- 
trolled by Butcher's Film Service, Ltd., to whom 
all enquiries should he addressed, 


Google 


eS TTT MM eA NO 


———— 


WL GU 


TONDO Phone: Regent, 1468-9. greener Address : 


The Film Renter and 


Moving Picture N ews | 
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MANCHESTER Phone: Central, 5987. 


No. 451. 


SATURDAY, JULY 1, 1922. 


SIXPENCE. 


Dink 


A PREJUDICE WITHOUT RHYME ‘OR 
REASON. 


Why do Exhibitors Object to “ pastume: Plays ? 


“costume ”’ 

* taboo. Without being able to give any sound 
reason for his objection he systematically declaims in 
season and out of season against anything in the nature 
ot a film which is either historical in character or depends 
upon fanciful dress for its effect. How absurd and un- 
reasoning this attitude is has been demonstrated over and 
over again, but there are those who still persist in holding 
to a belief that has long since been exploded. 

Why this should be it is difficult to understand. Ask 
an exhibitor his reasons for refusing to book a ‘‘costume”’ 
picture, and he will either burke the question or tell 
you that the public does not care about this type of 
film. If he is honest he will say that historical pictures 
dc not as a rule appeal.to him. That is quite another 
matter, and incidentally it is very bad showmanship, 
for a man who professes to cater for the public should 
never allow his own likes or dislikes to obtrude them- 
selves when passing judgment on a film. What he has 
te ask himself, first and last, is: ‘‘ Will it please the 
majority of my public? ’’ If a picture answers to that 
test it should make money for the exhibitor, which is 
what he is in business for. 

But the best picture in the world, historical or other- 
wise will not draw people to the kinema unless it is 
properly exploited, and it is because so many of the 
finest productions have been wrongly handled, and an 
insufficient amount of money spent upon making known 
their nierits to the public, that the exhibitor in the past 
has failed to make gvod with them. Among these big 
pictures there have doubtless been a number of historical 
or ‘ costume ”’ plays, and because the showman failed 
to realise that they required special and very careful 
exploitation he argues that all such films are no good, 
and that the public does not want them. 

The public, in many cases, did not know that he had 
them on his screen; that was the reason for their-failure ; 
and the right method of advertising them would just as 
easily haye made many of them triumphant box-office 
successes. The truth of the matter is there is no valid 
reason why ‘‘ costume ’’ or historical films should not 
he a thoroughly ‘sound commercial proposition, provided 


HERE is a certain type of exhibitor to whom any- 
thing in the nature of a play is 
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they are properly handled, and therein, and therein only, 
lies the whole crux of the matter. There is nothing like 
quoting an existing example to prove one’s case, and 
there is no better instance at the moment than that of 
“The Orphans of the Storm,” a Griffith production, 
which has won an overwhelming success at the Scala 
Theatre, where it has played to packed houses for several 
months past. ‘This is both an historical and a costume 
film, yet, despite this fact, it has drawn bigger ‘‘houses”’ 
than any recent picture that can be named. Admitted, 
it is a super-attraction of the first magnitude, and an 
altogether exceptional program attraction. But the 
fact still remains that it is a costume play, and that the 
public, in response to clever advertising, have flocked 
in their hundreds of thousands to see what many 
exhibitors declare they do not want to see. How, then, 
do they explain the fact away? 

We ask the question at this juncture in view of the 
trade showing in London, only last week, of two of the 
finest. costume pictures that have vet been submitted to 
the judgment of the exhibitors. We refer to the sump- 
tuous Fox production of ‘‘ Nero,’? one of the most 
spectacular and dramatic historical films ever made, and to 
the beautiful and sympathetic ‘‘Life’’ of Byron, screened 
by the Gaumont Company. Both of these films are 
instinct with romance and drama, and whilst they are 
a reflection, each in its own way, of the life and manners 
of the people of a certain period of history, both are so 
true to that life that the period in which the hero lived 
becomes perfectly immaterial. The public—who, after 
all, chiefly matter—will flock in their thousands to see 
both. films, and will make of them the great success they 
so well deserve. 

This goes to prove that the play's the thing as much 
to-day as.it was when Shakespeare wrote his famous 
dictum. A film play may contain the germ of a modern 
drama, it may be an historical spec tacle interwoven with 
great dramatic and romantic ‘incident; or alterttatively, 
it may present the story of a great poet of old. But it 
must be true to life. That is what matters. Exhibitors 


“who bear this fact in mind cannot go wrong when a 


» 


‘* costume ’’ or historic film aout which they are in. any 
doubt answers this test. 
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on Trade Topics. 


The Chancellor's Bombshell. 


HE news that the Chancellor of fhe Exchequer had 
announced in the House of Commons on Wednes- 
day evening that he could not see his way to adopt 

the suggestion of ‘the entertuinment section of the trade 
to repeal the present scale of duty on kinema adinissions, 
and to substitute in its place an ad valorem rate of 74 
per cent., came as a bombshell to the members of the 
C.E.A. gathered in conference at Liverpool. A feeling 
of the utmost indignation was expressed on all sides, and 
it was obvious, from what I could gather in conversation 
with prominent exhibitors on Thursday morning, that 
this official rebuff will have the effect of stiffening the 


trade and arousing its fighting spirit in an altoeether | 


unexpected way. Alderman Trounson’s message to ‘show- 
men throughout the country, which he asks us to print 
in the most prominent way possible (it appears on the 
opposite page) breathes the spirit of ‘ do or die ’’ unmis- 
takably, and if anything like the action already meditated 
tukes effect we are in for a pretty stiff fight. 


The C.E.A. Jaunt. 
TT C.K.A, jaunt, by the way, was more disappoint- 


ing than ever. “The attendance was compara- 

tively simall, the business of the “‘ conference ” 
scemed to resolve itself into the one meeting at the 
Futurist Theatre, the reading of one paper—the other 
did not arrive—and a brief omnibus discussion which 
seemed to range over a great variety of topics and to 
lack finality. There was a Council mecting also on the 
opening day, but that. did not interest the majority of 
members, and most of the time seemed to be devoted 
to joy-riding, lunching, and dining as usual. The feature 
of the conference to my mind was Lord Leverhulme’s 


speech. Possessed of a ready wit, a fine flow of language, 
and a voice that would amply fill the Albert Hall, the 
soap magnate was interesting and amusing by turn. He 


told us he is as deaf as a post and could not hear a sound 
of the thunderous applause that greeted his peroration, 
but he made a remarkable impression on all present, and 
hugely tickled his hearers by his continual references to 
the ‘* soap magnate’? who was the villain of the ideal 
piece which he so cleverly outlined for our benefit. 


Better Than Soap-Making. 


6¢P THINK I shall have te take to writing film-plays. 
I It is much better than soap-imaking, judging by 
the American papers.’’—Lorp Levernucme, at 

the Liverpool C.F A. Conference Dinner. 


Coming Events! 

NE of the heartiest Jaughs of the evening at the 
Liverpool Conference Dinner was at the expense 
of Alderman Russell-Taylor, a former Lord Mavor 

of Liverpcol, who inadvertently addressed the chairman 
‘ax My Lord Mayor.” This slip was immediately 
greeted with a crv from one of the lower tables of, 
‘Coming events cast their shadows before.’’ at which 
dhere was general merriment in which the alderman 
jeined as heartily as the rest. 


The Un-Representative Council. 

N a recent issue of Tre Finm RENTER surprise was ex- 
pressed that a representative of the trade Press had 
been omitted from the construction of the new 

Trades Council, and it was brought to my notice this 
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week that an even greater omission is that of a represen- 
tative of the inde pendent renters. When it is considered 
that firms such as Jury's, Goldwyn's, Associated First 
National, Allied Artistes, Western Import, and Vita- 
graph Company are not members of the K.R.S. it: will 
be seen how inadequate the composition of this proposed 
Council is without a representative of one of the firms 
I have mentioned. After all, why should Sir William 
Jury not be invited to serve upon this bods? With his 
high standing in the trade and his great experience ie 
should be a very valuable addition, and I hope to hear 
that he has been co- opted on the Council, 


The Doom of the Queue. 


SEE that in a report of the Theatres and Musie Halls 
Committee, which came before the London County 
Council this week, a requirement is made for the 

plovision in kinematograph halls, and where necessary 
at other premises, of suitable accommodation for persons 
awaiting admission to the seating, It is pointed out that 
such provision is specially necessary at places where con- 
tinuous performances are given, so as to ensure that per- 
sons awaiting admission shall hot obstruct: the exit, 


Sunday Opening at Southend. 
eee the Southend Town Council has decided to 


grant a license to the Hivoli Kinema for shows on 

Sunday evenings is good news. Ino ao seaside 
resort there are always a number of young people ata 
loose end who are much better occupied in looking at a 
good picture than in maundering about crowded street. or 
seeking pastime in less innocent ways. Other councils 
might well follow suit and thus remove the absurd situa- 
tion which exists in the Metropolitan area where kinemuas 
within the L.C.C. jurisdiction may be found open, while 
across the street. in an area administered by the Middle- 
sex authorities, the picture house is not allowed a Sunday 
license. Can anyone say why? 


‘An Ill-Judged Attack. 


HEN listening to Mr Paul Kimberley in’ his 
W opening remarks at the luncheon following the 
Press view of *{ Through Three Reigns.”? Thad 
te confess to a fecling of surprise. Mr, Cecil Hepworth 
wis unable to be present. owing to illness, and Mr. 
Kimberley, in his attempt to prove that Mr. Hepworth 
is a pioneer of kinematography, went somewhat out. of 
s way tomake some very sneering references to second- 
Land clothes denlers, whom he alleged came into the 
business in America and have stayed in since, Per- 
sonally, T can see no reason for this very il-judged attack 
on the American trade, and Toam wondering if Mr. 
Kimberley thinks that this is at all likely to enhance the 
sale of Hepworth films in America. 


Business Bucks Up. 


ROVINCIAL theatres, according to our correspon- 
dents, report improved business this week which 
thev attribute to the break in the weather. After 

a very lean fortnight which set kinema managers and 
proprietors thinking furiously, there has been a sudden 
cold snap accompanied by rain, and the takings have 
vone up considerably. One manager in a certain Northern 
city has been twitted a good deal about a large notice he 
had placed in front of the kinema stating how cool it 
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was inside. Thig had been 
put up when the heat wave 
Was pissing over us, but when 
wintry conditions — returned 
the manager omitted to with- 
draw the announcement. The 
manager tells the story 
against himself, and it only 
remains to say that as soon as 
he realised the absurdity of 
the notice he at onee with- 
drew it. One cannot be too 
careful in these matters. A 
close eve on topical bill matter 
is essential at all times. 


The Shock of Tragedy. 
HE shock which the 
news of the assassina- 
+ tion of Sir Henry Wil- 
son caused to the people of 
Britain last week, and_ the 
sympathy with Lady Wilson 
which it aroused is a reminder 
of the depths of our feelings 
when a scene to which we 
have been accustomed upon 
the sereen or the = stage 
is enacted in real life. With 
our exit from theatre or 
kinema the poignaney of a 
just-seen tragedy is lessened, 
perhaps vanished, but with 
the enactment in real life the 
memory is haunting and_per- 
sistent. Sympathies will be 
warm and deep with those 
whom this shocking tragedy 
has bereaved. 


For the Forgiving. 

HE booking of the Phil- 
harmonic Hall for an 
indefinite run of ‘‘ The 

Four Seasons ’’ gives ‘* The 
Star ’’ an opportunity of sug- 
gesting, in an asterisk, that it 
should be re-named the Film- 
armonic Hall. Considering 
the demand for the picture, it 
might have said something 
about it being the picture of 
the * seize-on.’’ But perhaps 
the writer would have been 
an asterisk it. 


Scribes’ Scares. 

AM exceedingly surprised 
i to see that a section of 

the Press are trying to 
make capital over the sup- 
posed hardships that attended 
the crowd during the filming 
of certain scenes for ‘‘ The 
Christian,’ in Trafalgar 
Square last week. Reading 
the nonsense that has ap- 
peared one would imagine 
that Maurice Tourneur was 
responsible for the rain that 
fell during the night, and to 


WE MUST FIGHT 


FOR OUR EXISTENCE. 


C.E.A. President’s 
Stirring Message 
to Exhibitors. 


Alderman Trounson, President of 
the C.E.A., seen in Liverpool on 
Thursday morning by our repre- 
sentative, on recetpt of the news 
that the Chancellor had turned 
down the Flat Rate proposals in 
regard to the Entertainments Tax, 
asked THE FILM RENTER fo print 
the following MESSAGE TO 
THE TRADE: 


“We have tried and failed with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Parliamentary procedure is useless. 


“We have got to find our own 
remedy. 


“We must take off our coats and 
FIGHT FOR OUR EXISTENCE. 


“We appreciate all our friends 
in the House of Commons have 
done for us, and WE SHALL 
REMEMBER them when the oppor- 
tune moment arrives. 


“The fight has to be started all 
over again. 


“We have the MEANS to wage 
war, and now WE INTEND TO 
USE THEM.” 
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my mind it is a great pity 
that such absurd criticism 
should be levelled against an 
American producer who is 
spending his money in this 
country, When one reflects 
that for the taking of these 
few scenes, which played a 
comparatively unimportant 
part in the production, over 
£2,000 alone was spent and 
work given to close upon a 
thousund artistes, it is regret- 
able that certain — scribes 
should attempt to make unfair 
reflections upon a_ producing 
company who, in these days 
when production is somewhat 
scarce, are to be heartily 
commended upon giving work 
to a great number of people 
sadly in need of it, 


The Poor Che-ild. 
VERYBODY who was 
present on the night in 
question knows that the 
greatest possible care was 
taken with the crowd, and the 
children, concerning whom a 
great deal of sob-stuff has 
been written, were admirably 
looked after in Mr. George 
Smith’s office. I understand 
that in all Mr. Tourneur spent 
considerably over £8,000 dur- 
ing his stay in this country, 
and it is not particularly en- 
couraging to producers to 
come over here if they are to 
be subjected to this treat- 
ment, Fortunately — every 


’ sensible Press man who was 


present treated the matter in 
@ proper spirit, and did not 
indulge in carping criticism of 
the kind I have referred to. 


From Down Under. 

I HAVE just had the 
pleasure of a visit from 
Mr. Beaumont Smith, an 

Australian producer, who is 

over here on a three months’ 

visit. to this country and who 
has brought with him four 

Australian productions — that 

he has for sale. Three of 

these are six-reel dramas and 
the other is a comedy featur- 
ing Barry Lupino, the come- 
dian, who made the film while 
on a visit to the Antipodeés. 
I was very interested to hear 
from him that British pro- 
ductions are getting an in- 
ereasing hold upon the pic- 
ture-goers in Australia. No 
fewer than 30) British — pic- 
tures have been shown over 
there within the Jast  vear, 
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IS RIGHT AHEAD. 


The Greatest Era of Expansion which the World 
has ever seen has already started. 


By WILL H. HAYS,, Late Postmaster General of the United States. 


HE potentialities of the motion picture for moral 
influence and education are absolutely limitless. 
And if this is so, then the integrity of motion 
pictures should be protected just as we protect the 
integrity of qur churches, and the quality of the pictures 
developed just as we develop the quality of our schools. 
There has been competition of the fiercest kind. There 
has been. no time for adequsete reflection, The mere 
physical and machanical expansion has been so great 
and rapid that there has not been the time nor the mood 
to consider adequately the moral and educational respon- 
sibilities inherent in this great new thing. 


One of the Greatest Industries. 


Now, at the end of this period of incredibly compressed 
physical, mechanical, financial, and artistic develop- 


ment, the men- interested in the industry find them- - 


selves the responsible leaders and custodians of one of 
the greatest industries in the world, with limitless com- 
mrereial possibilities,- and perhaps more income than all 
the public utilities of the country combined, this in addi- 
-tion to their other responsibilities. This movement to 
attain and maintain the highest possible moral and 
artistic standards and develop the educational as well 
as the entertainment value -of the industry as a Cause 
—with-a -capital C.- I- thought I saw a Cause when I 
went into the work, -Now I know it is here, and again 
I say I am-going to give all I have to this Cause. The 
vital thing now is the certainty of the good faith of those 
who have sct about these major purposes and T do have 
. a certainty of that goed. faith. 


- Must: Maintain its Place. 

This industry shall and must maintain its high place 
in the business world along with the other great indus- 
tries, offering enterprising capital a legitimate oppor- 
tunity for profitable investment, established on a solid 
foundation, operated with reasonable economy, and sup- 
ported ‘properly, as are our other great industries, by 
the investing public. And it must and shall take its 
‘very high place in public’ estimation, -based upon its 
‘ demonstrated integrity, quality, and usefulness. The 
men who pioneered in the industry now propose to make 
it their first’ business to do everything possible toward 
establishing and maintaining the highest possible moral 
“and artistic standards. To aid in this effort is the duty 
of all. 


Public the Real Censor. 


The public is the real censor for the motion picture, 
just as it is for the Press and the pulpit. The people, 
of course, are against censorship fundamentally—aguinst 
censorship of Press, of pulpit, or of pictures. Just as 
certainly, this country is against wrong doing, and the 
demand for censorship will fail when the reason for the 
demand is removed. As we move toward the consum- 
mation of the objects of our association, just in like 
degree will recede the demand, which seems more or 
less prevalent, for censorship. The problem of censor- 
ship which is now faced by pictures was faced -by -the 
Press and settled—and settled right, so far as the law 
is concerned—in one of those prolonged and bitter con- 
tests for the unrestricted freedom of expression more than 
two centuries ago. 


Industry Accepts Public’s Challenge. 

The motion picture industry accepts the challenge in 
the demand of the public for a higher quality of art and 
interest in its entertainment. The industry accepts the 
challenge in the demand of youth that its pictures shall 
give the right kind of entertainment and_ instruction. 
We accept the challenge in the righteous demand of the 
mother that the entertainment and amusement of that 
youth shall be worthy of their value as the most potent 
factor in the country’s future. 


Great Era of Prosperity Ahead. 


The fact is, of course, that there is uhead the greatest 
era of expansion and prosperity the world has ever seen. 
The only question has been when will it start? Well, 
it has started. There has been a lot of business that has 
been really sick, staggering still with the shell-shock of 
war and the debauch of extravagance, but there has been 


a good deal more business that has been merely 
malingering. J have had, and have now, full apprecia- 


tion of the difficulties. but I have no use. for commer- 
cial slackers. We have not been in a period of hard 
times coming; we have been in a period of soft times 
coming. Progperity is right ahead of us and it is time 
t.. go out and meet it. I ery continually for the common 
sense of Courage, Confidence, and Co-cperaton. Let us 
lay bricks—not throw them.—In an address at the 
Carnegie Institute, Pittsburg. 


HE filming of. W. W. Jacobs’ story, which was 
‘trade shown with the title of ‘‘ The Head of the 
Family ”’ last week, would appear, to judge by 

an incident at its showing, to'have been a most har- 
monious affair. A number of the participants in the film 
were present, and as the name of each actor was 
announced on the screen loud applause marked its 
appearance. This even extended to the less prominent 
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characters, as was testified by a hoarse whisper of ‘* Now 
a good one for old Georgic,’? when that worthy made his 
entrance. It was, perhaps, this good feeling that, enter- 
ing into the picture, gave it its natural and casy atmos- 
phere. But pleasing as this sort of recognition no doubt 
is to those taking part in the demonstration, I am 
strongly inclined to the opinion that if has no sort of 
place at a trade show, and the sooner actors and actresses 
realise this fact the better for all concerned. 
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PRESIDENT’S STIRRING 


TO TH 


TRADE. | 


“We must Take off our Coats and Fight.” 


“'WE HAVE THE MEANS TO WAGE WAR— 
WE INTEND TO USE THEM.” 


Immediate Trade Action to be Taken. 


EEN by a representative of Tuk Finm RENTER at the 
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool, on Thursday morning, 
immediately on receipt of the news that the Chan- 

cellor of the Exchequer had turned down the Flat Rate 
proposals put forwurd in regard to the Entertainment 
Tax, Alderman Trounson, President of the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors’ Association, asked us to print the 
following message to the trade: 


‘* ‘We have tried and failed with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. Parliamentary procedure is uscless. 


‘‘ We have got to find our own remedy. 


We Must take Off Our Coats and Fight. 


‘“ We must take off our coats and fight for our 
existence. 

‘* We appreciate all our friends in the House of Com- 
mons have done for us, and we shall remember them 
when the opportune moment arrives. 


‘ The fight has to be started all over again. 


What Is It? 


HE film picture has unrivalled opportunities of 
presenting the queer side of industry in 
the direction of throwing interesting sidelights 

on novel undertakings. The Pathé Pictorial is showing a 
mystery picture on these lines which. is very puzzling 
to the uninitiated spectator. . Two hundred and twenty 
three men are depicted operating huge lowering screws 
that support a gigantic metal contrivance that resembles 
the form of a drinking bow that the giants of Gulliver 
would utilise. ‘This mysterious contrivance measures two 
hundred and seventy-five feet across, and it is the largest 
of its kind in the world. It is not until an explanatory 
sub-title reveals the fact that this mass of metal is a 
gasometer in process of being lowered on to its founda- 
tions that the picture-theatre patron realises that he is 
lcoking at a familiar object in an unfamiliar position. It 
is an interesting picture, which illustrates the amount 
of manual labour that even in these days of labour-saving 
machinery has to be utilised for the purpose of sulving 
certain engineering problems: such as the erection of a 
gasometer. 
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“* We have the means to wage war, and now we intend 
to use them !”’ 


Immediate Action to Be Taken. 

Alderman Trounson informed our representative that 
immediate steps would be taken by the Kinema Tax 
Abolition Committee to deal with the situation, and a 
meeting will in all probability be held on Monday next 
for this purpose, when plans will be formulated and a 
further announcement as to future arrangements will be 
made. 


Call for Drastic Measures. 

The members of the Conference on the journey to 
Port Sunlight on Thursday morning held a_ protest 
meeting on the steam boat, at which a resolution was 
unanimously adopted calling upon the Kinema Tax 
Abolition Committee to at once take drastic steps to deal 
with the situation, and pledging the full support of the 
members of the Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Association 
to carry out such instructions as they may issue. 


Concerning Inserts. 


UY NEWALL is not one of those extremists who 
maintain that the ideal film-play is one that has 
no titles. ‘* Titles,’’ he declared when discussing 

the subject one day this week, *‘ properly contrived, 
serve to carry on the story; it is only when they are 
badly done that they jerk an audience violently out of 
the action; and a picture without titles, far from being 
ideal, would probably prove monotonous.’’ But he does 
try to avoid those troublesome interruptions known as 
“inserts,’’ such as copies of telegrams and letters and 
newspaper cuttings, for since these have to be in black 
letters on a practically white background he feels that 
they tend to spoil a picture because of the sudden glare 
of light which accompanies them. There were no inserts 
in ‘‘ Boy Woodburn,”’ the last picture he produced, and 
he tells me that there will be none in the picture he is 
now producing from Warwick Dceping’s navel, ‘ Fox 
Farm.”’ 
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PROPOSITION 


Which would enthrone Protection in the Film Trade 
in order to advantage British 
Productions. 


HERE is an old, old saying that fools rush in 
where angels fear to tread. Long experience of 
the film trade leads to the conclusion that there 

are more fools than angels numbered in its constitution. 
A suggestion was put forward recently with all seriousness 
in a certain quarter that the one way to help British film 
production is by meuns of a 25 per cent. rebate of the 
Entertainment Tax to all exhibitors whose program 
during the year contains a like proportion of British iilms, 
conclusively proves that our estimate is right. 


A UTOPIAN THEORY. 

The author of this very delightful theory appears to 
assume that because a certain number of producers are 
ready to subscribe to this wildly Utopian idea, that it 
must of necessity be sound. That is where he goes 
astray. Naturally, the average British producer anxious 
to remain in business, and increase his output, is going 
to grasp at such a_ shadow, provided there is even a 
semblance of a possibility that it will in the long run 
prove something more substantial. If the British pro- 
ducer is not going to support such a suggestion who is 
there left to do so? Not the renter. Not the exhibitor; 
und most certainly not the public. © And for perfectly 
cbvious reasons. 


PROTECTION UNDER A NEW GUISE. 

In the first place the suggestion is altogether unprac- 
tical; furthermore, it is economically unsound. Let us 
considet exactly what it means. A twenty-five per cent. 
rebate on the Entertainment Tax as an inducement to 
the exhibitor to show British films is nothing more nor 
less than our old friend Protection under a new guise. 
This fact is as clear as the day, and no Government 
which values a whole skin, and desires to remain in 
office would for one moment consider, let alone counten- 
ance such a suggestion as is here proposed, viz., to give 
British films a preference over all others imported into 
this country. 

That, however, is only one, and by no means the most 
important phase of the question. There are other and far 
more serious considerations which, in our opinion, com- 
pletely rule out such a means of assisting the British 
film producing industry. We are all for British pictures, 
provided they are as good as those which reach us from 
American and Continental sources. Protection would not 
help to make them so, nor would it materially assist in 
establishing the business on a firm financial basis. On 
the contrary we are convinced that such an_ artificial 
means of trying to regalvanise the industry would 
ultimately prove its complete undoing. i 

Let us see how such a method, were it feasible to 
adopt it, would work in the case of the exhibitor. At 
the moment he is faced with many difficulties, some of 
his own making, but the majority due to conditions 
which he cannot control. Even the best mixed program 
of British, American, French, Italian, and other pictures 
will not provide a ‘sufficiently magnetic appeal to bring 
the people into the theatre, unless they -are handled 
with the utmost skill both in exploitation and presenta- 
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tion. British films have made immense © strides 
artistically and productionally during the past two or 
three years, but no cone who knows the business can 
conscientiously say that, taken one with another, our 
home-made films are the equal or superior of those which 
reach ous) from America, Don't let us be mis- 
understood on this point. There are some British films 


whieh have proved not only the equal, but even superior 


to the best that the overseas trades could send us. But 
unfortunately for the business they are the exception, 
not the rule. 


HAS THE EXHIBITOR ANY GUARANTEE? 

What guarantee, then, would British exhibitors have 
that the 25 or 50 or 100 per cent. of home-made films 
would be forthcoming, were they willing and anxious to 
show them? And what guarantee would they have that the 
percentage available woald all be up to the requisite 
standard of artistic excellence, and commercial proposi- 
tions at that?) None whatever. Furthermore, from what 
we know of the average British showman we do not 
think, even were the Government to agree to such 
a scheme—which is quite unlikely—that he would be 
prepared to jeopardise the good name of his honse by 
showing films that might not be up to standard merely 
for the sake of obtaining a twenty-five per cent. rebate 
for doing so. 


COMMERCIALLY UNSOUND. 


Quite candidly Government rebates and measures that 
arc wholly or partially protective in character are not 
practical, and they are commercially unsound, for it. is 
& generally recognised axiom that competition is the salt 
of business life. Without it the British producer would 
lack the incentive to put forth his utmost endeavour ‘to 
make the best pictures of which he is capable, and the 
British public would have no guarantee that when chev 
paid to see English filins they would see the best. 

It has been suggested that were this ultra-theoretical 
proposition put into force it would be. the means of at 
ence attracting a bie inflow of capital, and would thus 


nelp the film producing business in this country. We fail 
ts see on what grounds this supposition is hased Com- 


mercial men most likely to be attracted by a scheme 
which promised a tair return for capital invested would 
certainly not be tempted by a proposition which depended 
in large measure upon Protection for its possible suecess, 
They believe in the principle of a fair and open field, 
because they have proved that no business ean succeed 
unless there is an clement of competition in-it. And the 
theory of the 25 per cent, rebate practically climinates 
competition in. its most vital form. — All things taken 
into account, therefore, we can only regard such a pro- 
posal in its present form as being unpractical and un- 
saund from every point of view. British film producing, 
like every other commercial undertaking, has got to Jenam 
to stand on its own feet, and only those concerns which 
order their business on strictly commercial and practical 
lines can ever hope to pull through, and ulfimately attain 
that measure of success which is their due. 
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IN LONDON. 


Mr. Albert Smith and his charming wife, Miss Jean Paige, 
pay a visit to England. 


FAMOUS PRODUCING COMPANY GOING STRONG AND SOME 
BIG PICTURES COMING. 


S we briefly - an- 
A nounced last 
week, Mr. Albert 

E. Smith, head of the 
Vitagraph Company of 
America, and his charm- 
ing wife, Miss Jean 
Paige, have arrived in 
London on a visit to the 
old country, and it was 
with real pleasure that 
we met this fine 
pioneer of kinemato- 
graphy in company with 
his brother, Mr. George 
Smith, at the Vitagraph 


offices on Tuesday. 
Albert’ E. Smith is 
an Englishman, but 
has been a_ resident 
in America for many 


years. This is the first 
visit he has paid to the 
old country since 1913, 
and the pleasure that he felt in being back again wag very 
evident during the course of his conversation with me. 


Mr. Avsert E. Smira. 


The Maker of Vitagraph. 


It is common knowledge that Albert Smith has made the 
Vitagraph Company in America what it is to-day—a sound 
organisation which produces films, almost everyone of which are 
real, good attractions and sound business propositions... Mr. 
Smith knows the taste of the public, and has never deviated 
from the path that he set out upon, which was to make motion 
pictures that would have a universal appeal. Vitagraph films 
to-day are known throughout the country as_ good, solid 
attractions, :and it was, therefore, extremely interesting to 
meet the man who has had most to do in making the name of 
their products world wide. My first inquiry was to the extent 
of the visit that Mr. Smith was paying us. ‘‘I am over 
here for five or six weeks on a visit which is largely a holiday,” 
said he. ‘‘ You must remember that this is the first time I 
have been in England since 1918, and it is the first visit that 
Mrs. Smith has ever paid to this country.”’ 


Production Plans. 

‘* What are the production plans of your company?’ I asked. 

‘“We are going on steadily producing somewhat bigger pro- 
duetions than heretofore in America. As you know,’ we have 
completed, and I believe the films have arrived over here, a 
very fine production entitled ‘My Wild Irish Rose." This is 
a screen adaptation of Dion Boucicault’s famous stage success, 
‘ Shaughraun,’ which is particularly well known in- this country. 
The film has a remarkably fine cast, and has gone wonderfully 
well in America. It was shown for two weeke at the two 
Strand Theatres in New York, viz., the Strand, Broadway, and 
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the Strand, Brooklyn, playing to capacity all the while.. We 
have also in the course of production a great mother-love story 
by Booth Tarkington. This is a film adaptation of the book 
which a gold) medal, and is known not only all over 
America, but ig very well known in Great Britain. I 
signed a new contract with Larry Semon before I left, which 
gives us the services of this talented artiste for some considerable 
time."’ 


won 
also 


What Larry Semon Costs. 

It was exceedingly interesting to hear from Mr. Smith of 
the amount of money that is lavished on the Larry Semon 
Comedies. It is a fact that the last picture, ‘‘ A Pair of 
Kings,’’ cost no less than 125,000 dollars, whilst £10,000 has 
been spent on some of his pictures for one scene alone. — It 
will, therefore, be seen that the Vitagraph Company in the 
production of these comedies take the greatest care to see 
that no expense is spared in their production, and many of 
them cost a great deal more than many a six-reel feature. 

‘T am also extremely pleased to be able to announce that 
Miss Jean Paige, the charming wife of Mr. Smith, who will 
be remembered for her phenomenal success in ‘* Black Beauty,”’ 
is shortly to appear in a new production entitled ‘* Ninety 
and Nine,’’ which will be good news for exhibitors in this 


- country who know the drawing power of this talented lady’s . 


name on a poster. 


Don’t Recruit From the Stage. 


Chatting with Mr. Smith on the subject of British film pro- 
duction, I was extremely interested to hear from him his 
views on the dearth of really good British film actresses 
appearing in English pictures. ‘I do not think,’’ said Mr. 
Smith, ‘‘it is the slightest good recruiting your motion 
picture actresses from the stage. Experience has proved to 
us in America that to get really great screen artistes we 
have to train them ourselves, and if you will look up the 
records of our popular favourites over yonder you will find 
that only the very smallest percentage of them had any name 
at all before they came to the screen. It is only by picking 
out girls, whom a capable producer can tell will make good 
sereen actresses, and training them, that there is any hope 
of success, and I think if your British producers worked on 
these lines they would be a great deal more successful.” 


Exploit! Exploit!! Exploit!!! 

It was very interesting, too, to hear Mr. Smith's views on 
the exploitation of pictures in this country. ‘‘ The greatest 
thing that has impressed me in looking at the kinema theatres 
over here is the entire lack of exploitation on the part of the 
exhibitor,’ said Mr. Smith. ‘It is no use booking a good 
production unless you let the public know what you have got. 
Showmen in America fix up tableaux in their theatre, and use 
every possible meang of advertising to get the crowds to come 
to their show. When ‘ Black Beauty’ was being shown in 
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CHANCELLOR TURNS DOWN THE TRADE 


The Entertainments Tax to Stay, but Newbold warns 
the Government that its decision will do 
Irretrievable Harm. 


R. A. E. NEWBOULD, M.P., raised the question of the 

Hntonunnnients Tax in’ the House of, Commons on 

Wednesday evening, when the Finance Bill came up for 
discussion in Committee. 

Mr. Newbould moved an amendinent providing for a flat rate 
of duty of 7} per cent. on gross box-office takings, so that all 
forms of indoor entertainment might be on an equality. The 
amendment was defeated by 158 to 70. 

Mr. Newbould said that although his amendment asked for 
7s per cent. the real proposal of the industry was that it should 
be 12}. If the present form of tax was retained the industry 
would be seriously damaged, if not irretrievably destroyed. The 
Chancellor te-night, wrapped in his cloak, wearing a mask, and 
armed with a dagver, might pierce the visor of the kinema 
industry as taxpayer, but to-morrow, in more conventional garb, 
he would find himscif chief mourner at that taxpayer's funeral. 


1,200 Houses May Disappear. 

Mr. J. C. Davidson, a’ former secretary to Mr. Bonar Law, 
urged the Government to reject the proposal, ‘tAny relief given 
to the industry,"’ he declared, ‘* will only enable the industry to 
pay grotesque salaries to arti~tes in a foreign country.” He 
complained of the threat to which M.P.s6 had’ been subjected 
of a form of campaign by the kinema industry which could only 
be described as little less than blackmail, 

Mr. Hannon said that unless substantial concessions were 
made 1,200 houses would disappear. 


The Chancellor’s Refusal. | 


Sir R. Horne pointed out that to alter the present gradua-— 


ted scale to a flat rate of 74 per cent. would deprive the 
Exchequer of £5,900,000. If the flat rate duty were 12) 0 per 
cent. the loss to the Exchequer would be £38,700,000, : 

*T have no objection in principle,” he remarked, ‘to a flat 
rate. If that would relieve the industry of its present em- 
barrassments I would agree to it, and if they get me as much 
money as I get at present Iam willing to alter the form of the 
duty. The difficulty is that the theatres take a different: point 
of view from the Kinema theatres, and the Theatricn] Managers’ 
Association strenuously object to any flat rate.” 

The Chancellor did not think things were nearly so bad with 
the kinema industry as was suggested, ‘The industry had had 
an amazing mushroom growth, and it was only to be expected 
that not all of the 3,500 kinemas in this country should survive. 
With increased costs of film hire, ete., it was only to be expected 
that they would have depreciated profits, 

Tt was stated that the industry was expecting 5.000 kinemas 
to be in operation. ‘* That,’ the Chancellor commented, ‘sis 
not bad for an industry whose funeral Lam expected to attend.” 
What was called a‘ wonder kinema’’ was being erected in 
leeds at a cost of £240,000, while there were others in) Man- 
chester and Bolton. 


Is It Fair? 

Colonel Nall eaid he was not concerned cither with the kinema 
or the theatre, but was it fair that people who could only attend 
a kind of entertainment which was provided at a cheap price 
should pay as much as 40 per cent. on their admission ticket, 
‘‘ while other people who could afford a different kind of enter- 
tainment only paid, say, 11- per cent. ?”’ 


(Continued from previous page.) 
America many of the showmen had ‘a replica of a stable with 
a representation of * Black Beauty’ on view, and in this way 
attracted a great deal of public’ attention, with the result that 
crowds flocked to their, theatre’ to sec: the film. | At’ more 
than one theatre that I know ‘they engaged ‘a’ black’ horse with 
a man in jockey’s suit patrolling the thoroughfares near the 
theatre every day, which, although a very simple idea, focussed 
public attention on it. and wes responsible for’ added increase 
in their receipts. All over America. I find: in conversation 
that I had with showmen, that they are always out to boost 
the film they are showing, and I think if a little more of 
this was done over here exhibitors would find a perceptible 
inerease in their box-office returns. Showmen must’ adver- 
tise,’ said Mr. Smith, 


a view to exploitation of the film, you will sce how much the 
American exhibitor depends upon exploitation for his success.’’ 

This sound advice from-a man who has been in the show 
business for 30 years should be heeded by all exhibitors, as 
what Mr. Smith dows not know about the showing of motion 
pictures is not worth knowing. He has had the: ‘adventage of 


starting in at the bottom, and to-day can proudly look. upon. 
It was: 
particularly good to notice genial “* Unele ” Smith's gratifica-: 


the success that Vitayraph Films have’ attained. 


tion at having his brother over here. I can well imagine 
under his very able direction Mr. and Mrs. 


have a particularly happy time in England.—E.W.F. 


Google 


‘Sand when I tell you that many of, 
the newer theatres in American are specially constructed with’ 


Albert Smith ‘wil , 


-FILMING “NERO.” 


GORDON EDWARDsS, Fox's director, tells seme interest- 
J. ing stories of events Which happened during the time he 
.* Was engaged in filming ** Nero“ He found the 
usual number of professional '* extras,’’ utilised by the Italian 
companies wheuever they liad a.spectacle in progress, was totally 
inadequate, and had to devise some means of overcoming the 
dificulty.. So he engaged two aeroplanes, and for a weck prior 
to the day a big scene was to be taken these flew over Rome 
and .the surrounding countryside, dropping thousands of leaflets, 
which explained briefly themature of the scene to be taken, and 
Offered ‘the finder and his family not only a chance to make a 
certain: sini of money, but an opportunity of witnessing sports 
and games .of a-highly interesting nature. 

Satisfactory Results. 

The success of the scheme was not long in doubt. On the days 
when big scenes were being made every road, trom shortly after 
sunrise,; leading from. Rome to the ‘ location,” 
with men, women, and children, all anxious to‘ 
Americans were going to do. next,’ and, incidentally, to add to 
their savings. They came ‘in all sorts of vehicles; as well as on 
foot, and the Italian Government, realising the enormous interest 
which was being taken in the film, furnished a squadron. cf 
cavalry to assist the police in keeping order, 

Preliminary to. the scenes and incidents called for in the 
picture, games: and races were staged to occupy the 
time. 


in Rorne. 
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THE C.EA. CONFERENCE 
AT LIVERPOOL. 


SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED REPORT. 


IBITORS TAKEN TO TASK BY GENERAL 
a SECRETARY. 


The Question of Trade Representation on 
and Other Matters Discussed. 


LIiveRPOoL, Thursday Morning. 


AIN somewhat marred the proceedings and spoiled the 
pleasure of those who attended the Liverpool Conference 
of the Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Association, which 

opened in the Mersey city on Tuesday. Except for a brief spell 
on Wednesday, when members paid a visit to the neighbouring 
resort of Southport, and were charmingly welcomed by the Lady 
Mayor of the borough, it rained almost continuously throughout 
the first two days. This (Thursday) morning the whole of the 
niembers have gone by boat te Rock Ferry on a visit to Port 
Sunlight and later on to Chester, so 1 am free to set down my 
report of the two days’ proceedings. 


Poor Attendance. 


In the first place, the attendance at the Conference was some- 
what small, and it was matter of gencral comment that the 
number of local members who attended the proceedings was 
decidedly disappointing, and even the contingent from London— 
which ig usually fairly representative—did not reach expectations. 
The opening item in the program was the Council meeting in 
the Empire Ball Room of the Adelphi Hotel, which was the 
veneral headquarters of the Conference throughout. At this 
gathering the president extended a welcome to all members of 
the Association present, and subsequently the branch chairmen 
und secretaries conferred under the pres'deney of Mr. J. AL 
Dovener, chairman of the NW. Branch, In the evening 
Alderman and Mrs. Trounson held a reception in the Hypostyle 
Hall, and dancing was continued to a late hour. 


The Conference Opens. 

The attendance at the Conference meeting proper, which 
opened on Wednesday morning at the Futurist Theatre, Lime 
Street, was rather larger than usual, and the president having 
formally welcomed the members, the proc. cdings commenced 
with the reading of a paper by Mr. Gavazzi King, the genera! 
secretary, entitled ‘‘A Practical’ Talk to Exhibitors About the 
Things ‘they know, but do not do.” Below are a number of 
striking extracts from Mr. King’s paper: 


Points from the Paper. 

Conventionality is one of the worst enemies of progress. The 
conventional —persen just) what evervbody else does. 
Tnstead of striking out a line of action for himself, he follows 
abjectly, blindiy—often stupidly---his neighbours. 

Bad posters are a sheer waste of paper and paste, and a danuor 
to the houses showing such. And, more important, if the man 
and woman in the street, is sufficiently capable of estimating the 


does 


Google 


Jknows these things, but he does not do them. 


Local Bodies 


value of this kind of poster publicity, surely the exhibitor, 
trained to his business, must kuow when he gets a bad poster. 
If he knows, and I aftinn he does know, why does he show it? 
It is one of the things he kaows but does not do, What is his 
complaint to the Association? — Does it concer the badness oi 
posters, their idiotic foolishines, usclessness, aid danger? No, 
All the complaints the Association getare about the price. We 
are urged to get the prices reduced, Is there any sane exhibitor 
Who will not agree that such posters would be dear if given away 
for nothing? 


Contracts that are Perfect Devils. 


The idea of a Standard Contract etnanated from: the 


Associa. 
tion. 


It is quite conceivable: that. this is something some 
exhibitors already know, When Mr. Norman Hart and I, some 
Yorrs ago, had an eiormous amount of our time consumed in 
dealing with cases from our members concerning contracts, we 
found that nearly every renter hid his own form. of contract, 
Some were inild and inoffensive documents. Most appeared to 
be mild) and inoffensive, and were, on being put to the test, 
perfect devils. Tan disposed to think that the renters: would 
not have been converted to the idea of a Sta dard Contract if, 
in the first instance, it had not contiined mest of the cbjection- 
able features of all their separnte contracts, They 
get good many of those features into the 
misnamed the Model Contract. 


contrived to 
first document, grossly 


A Dull Document. 


Tam not going to discuss the 


presently existing Contract you 
will be vlad to learn. 


It isa dull document. It has been said 
that Iangusce was invented to conceal thought. But there are 
a fow things in the Standard Contract whieh ean be under. 
stood, This is due to the faet that the General Council put seme 
things in when the lawyers were not Woking, The exhibitor 
Lot me illustrate, 


What the Exhibitor Knows. 


The contract sets out, in the first Jeace, that the x 


renter lias 
in his possession, or enn obtain 


beeatise he holds the sole rights 
~ the film or films with which the contract is concerned, But 
renters make contracts for fils which they do not possess, and 
for films they may never 

duced, 
ranter 


possess—which mew never be pro: 
The exhibitor knows this. The renter knows it. The 
knows that the exhibitor knows it, and the exhibitor 
knows that the renter knows that he knows it. The exhibitor 
knows that he should not take up a contract of this kind, know- 
ing what he knows. But he does it, and, havins done it, he 
comes to the Association for help to compel the renter to hand 
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him a film which, as an exhibitor, he knew the renter might 
never possess. He abuses the Association, or the General 
Secretary (which is the same thing, only worse), demands pro- 
tection, expects the Association to go to the House of Lords, 
and is righteously indignant if it doesn't, and threatens to resign. 

And this in the face of Clause 3, which ingeniously provides, 
with that meticulous care which characterises the lawyer, that 
if either the renter or the exhibitor is unable from any cause other 
than his own neglect or default to carry out his part of the agree- 
ment, no fecs shall be payable, and he gets his money back for 
the posters he probably has not received. What does that 
clause mean? I don't ask what dees it mean to a lawyer, but 
what does it mean to the ordinary man, who does not consider 
language merely as a means for concealing thought, but for 
expressing it. It should mean that if the renter has made a 
contract to provide a film he should have the film, or be able 
to procure it. What it really does mean in practice is, that if 
the renter has ordered the film, and does not get it, he is immune 
from consequences, and the preamble is window dressing. 


Late Delivery of Films. 

The exhibitor knows this, but he makes the contract in the 
face of this knowledge, and when the trouble comes he cusses 
the Association because it does not compel the renter to produce 
a film he has not got. Let me take another illustration, The 
most fruitful source of trouble and complaint arose, and still 
arises, from delay in delivery of films. Clauses 9 and 13 deal 
with this matter. If the film does not arrive in time, or if it 
does arrive in time, but in bad condition, the exhibitor can cancel 


it, and show another, whilst the renter must pay for the other 


film and for all expenses incurred in getting it. © What con- 
stantly occurs is this. The exhibitor does not receive his film. 
Instead of getting another (or keeping a spare one handy) he 
returns his patrons’ money, and then claims damages. Gener- 
ally he claims the damages first, and consults the Association 
afterwards, and that after a voluminous correspondence in the 


course of which he freely expresses his opinion of the renter, 
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and the renter suggests unpleasant things about the exhibitor’s 
paternity and the state of his mind! The exhibitor knows what 
he ought to do, but he does not do it. Instead of which he 
looks to the Association to obtain impossible damages and slangs 
it if it doesn’t. 


Damaged Films. 


With a damaged film, instead of getting another film from 
another renter, or using his stand-by, or wiring or ‘phoning the 
renter at the renter’s expense, he puts on the damaged film, 
shoves it through somehow, and when the renter makes a claim 
for damages, relies upon the fact that the film was damaged when 
it reached him. In this latter case the renter generally claims 
arbitration under the contract, the exhibitor has 
not done the thing he knows he should have done. the renter gets 
his damages, and the Association gets an abnormal share of 
cusses for not achieving the impossible. 


and because 


‘* Let-downs.’’ 


It frequently happens that exhibitors, having been let-down 
by a renter, write to the renter informing him that because be 
(the renter) has failed to carry out his contract respecting the 
films which were delayed, he need not send any more. If the 
renter continues (as he is entitled by his contract) to send the 
films or intimates his intention to send them, and charges for 
them accordingly, the exhibitor expects the Association to fight 
the case for him. He knows from Clause 19 that he cannot 
all filins because the renter has 
bioken his agreement concerning certain of them, but he insists 
that the Association should fight bis case, right or wrong, and 
once more he cusses the Association because it doesn’t. 


determine his eontraets for 


Tussles with the Licensing Authorities. 

We have, as an Association, secured certain very definite 
decisions as to the extent of Licensing Authorities’ powers in 
certain directions. We have made our meinbers familiar with 
these things. We have dinned it into their ears and eyes. None 
the less, some exhibitors do continue to allow the authoritiys 
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to do things they have no 
power legally to do, and the 
effect of this is to prejudice 
other exhibitors who desire to 
conserve all the rights (small 
as they may be) they possess. 
London is making a strenuous 
and determined fight against 
the L.C.C. dil eye-strain— 
more power to their elbow-- 
but in other pirts of the 
country exhibitor’ have ac- 
quiesced in action taken by 
the Licensing Authorities. 
Conditions have been placed 
lipon licences formally prohi- 
biting in some instances, and 
by implication — prohibiting, 
children from attending kinema performances; i other instances 
prescribing a sum for admission tinder which elilldren may not 
be admitted. 


Performing Right Society. 

The Performing Right Soclety, Ltd.. is the King Charles 
head, you will probably say, of my lucubtatlons. Firmly 
cutrenched behind a number of legal decisions, with a fine 
crganisation of agents and inspectors, regarding themselves as 
u little less, or it may be even a little more, that & Government 
department, with a profound contempt, not wholly undeserved, 
for the business methods of the exhlbitor, the Performing Right 
Society, Ltd., treats him lesé as a customer thant a8’ a malefactor 
who has to go upon his bended kneeg to beg for inetcy. 


No Specific for our Present Ills. 


There ig no specific for our present ills. No subgival operation 
will cut away the trouble which is undermining the financial 
stability of the trade. Nothing but patience; an absorbing 
attention to small things; wise, careful, judicious écdnomies by 
manufacturer, renter, and exhibitor, a grim determination to 
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hold on, a stronger belief in the mission of the kinema, in its 
wonderful psychology, in its inherent qualities; an optimism 
which will stimulate confidence; waiting and watching whilst 
that portion of the publie which has maintained kinemas over- 
comes its more itnmediate financial difficulties, and ceases to fear 
the price of a seat; whilst those who have deserted the pictures 
for dancing return to their older allegiance. 

Time is on the side of the trade. It is strong in the resilience 
of its vigorous youth. It will emerge from its present depression 
mre quickly, more surely, with less damaze, than older forms 
of entertainment if it abstains from wild-cat finance, keeps its 
head and its faith, and watches with undiminished zeal the 
small things which count. 


The Debate. 


Mr. M. Saronie thought that Mr. King’s paper had touched 
the actual core of the industry's troubles. 

Councillor Haigh said the local magistrates were very severe 
on kinema licences, and to show how they had advanced recently 
he might tell them that whereas their original liccnee contained 
only twelve clauses, the present one had no less than 147. It 
almost scemed that the magistrates would soon tell them when 
te go to bed and when to get up. In Lancashire they had a 
system of two shows a night, and he felt it incumbent upon him 
to point out to producers that the making of films running to 
10,000 to 12,000 feet in length were quite impractical for use 
in the theatre where two shows a night was the rule. No kinema 
of this kind could show a film which was longer than 7,000 feet. 

Mr. A. E. Shields said that the West Riding of Yorkshire 
licensing authorities were proposing to include in their licence 
a specific eluuse to the effect that children of school age should 
trot be admitted to kinemas during school hours. He would 
advise exhibitors in other parts of the country to communicate 
with the Association where such attempts to widen the scope 
of the licence in the way indicated were made, 


The Question of Posters. 
Mr. Herriott (chairman of the Sussex branch) said the subject 
of posters should be seriously taken up with the renters, for the 


rubbish now shown outside many 
kinemas gave no indication of the 
artistie pictures to be see. inside. 


(Hear, hear.) 


representation on 


With regard to trade 
local the, 
speaker declared that this was becoming 


councils, 


increasingly necessary, and he believed 
that where the local theatres were pro- 
perly represented on such bodies their 
interests would be far more thoroughly 
safeguarded. It was only a step from 
local councils to County Councils, and 
from thence to Parliament — itself. 
Therefore, he strongly urged upon the 
members of the Conference that proper 
trade represe tation was a matter of 
real urgency. 

Mr. Pashly Peall thought that exhibi- 
tors were themselves largely to blame 
for the quality of posters issued to-day. 
They were too apt to order without sec- 
ing them, 


Trade Representation on Local 

Bodies. 

Councillor MeDonald (past president 
of the Association) said that in his mes- 
save to the Council on the previous day 
he had urged the necessity for every 
branch to nominate candidates on local 
bodies. In the majority of cases the 
conditions contained in the licences 
were imposed upon them behind closed 
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doors. If the trade were present he was convinced they would 
have better treatment. 

Mr. Norman Hart (solicitor to the Association) thought 
lecal licensing authorities were beginning to realise that the 
trade was only fighting for those things to which it was rightly 
entitled. In his opinion, the question of 6ye-strain was entirely 
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The New Home Office Regulations. 

Mr. Norman Hart (solicitor to the Association) thought 
declared that a good pictorial was a good asset to the businéss, 
and as great an asset to the renter as @ good film. (Hear, hear.) 
In supporting the suggestion of greater representation on local 
authorities he said that he himself had recently been appointed 


DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 


Mr. B Allman 


Councillor Edwin Haigh, 


outside the jurisdiction of the licensing magistrates. The vic- 
tory they had only this week achieved in the matter of Sunday 
oroved what they could do if they stuck 
Where there was an attempt to. impose an impossible 
condition in a licence his advice to exhibitors was to accept it 
under protest, and this would strengthen his hand in the case of 
any trouble arising. 


opening at Southend 
together. 
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chairman of the committee of the inspection of ‘plans, one of 
the most important posts in connection with a licensing 
uuthority. The matter of trade representation was entirely itr 
their own hands, and he believed that ultimately they would get 
it, but success in this direction would entail real, hard work. 
As showing that the trade was now being tuken into official econ- 
fidence, he might tell the meeting that a small body representa- 
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tive of the trade was macting the Home Office on the following 
day with a view to considering the new regulations which were 
about to be issued to all local authorities. (Applause). 


Sound Sense from Scotland. 

Mr. J. McBride -(Scotland), in speaking of the quality of 
posters, said that where the exhibitor was ut fault in complaining 
on this score was that he expected to get good posters at the 
same price as poor ones, The same argument applied in the 
case of posters as other things. ‘' You have to pay more for 
a West End suit of clothes than you do for shoddy. Then why 
expect good posters at a cheap rate?’’ Many showmen did not 
know what they wanted, and when they got it they were not 
satisfied, (Laughter.) 

With revard to the statements that had been made so 
frequently recently, that Scotland was thinking of seceding from 
the parent body, he wanted to make it clear that so long as 
there was another branch connected with it Scotland would 
remain loyal to the C.E.A. (Applause). 

Mr. George Smith (managing director of Goldwyn’s) said that, 
speaking as a renter, he had much appreciated Mr. King’s paper, 
and hp believed that if exhibitors acted upon that gentleman’s 
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advice it would eliminate many of the troubles from which the 
trade at present suffered. 

Mr. Victor Davis moved, and it was approved, that the 
question of a National Kinema Week be reimitted to the General 
Council for consideration at their next meeting. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


PRESENTATION TO THE PAST PRESIDENT. 


At the luncheon which followed the Conference meeting the 
President, after the loyal toast had been submitted, said that a 
very pleasing duty devolved upon him. In acknowledgment of 
the valuable services which Councillor McDonald had rendered 
the Assuciation during his year of office, the members of the 
General Council asked his acceptance of a slight token of their 
esteem and regard for a colleague who had presided over their 
deliberations with such di>tinction. 

The speaker then handed to Mr. McDonald a massive silver 
cigar box, suitably inscribed. A portrait of the past president, 
when finished, will, said the President, find a place in the 
Council chamber of the Association. Alderman Trounson also 
paid a tribute to the splendid way in which Mrs. MeDonald had 
supported her husband in his work. 

Councillor McDonald suitably acknowledged the gift. 


LORD LEVERHULME’S BRILLIANT 
' §PEECH AT THE CONFERENCE 
DINNER. 


Tells some Amusing Stories, and Suggests how Exhibitors 
might get a reduction in the 
Entertainment Tax. 


HE banquet at the Midland Adelphi Hotel on Wednesday 
evening proved to be the most enjoyable of all the 


functions which figured in the Conference program. 


Alderman Trounson presided over a representative company, and 
was supported by Lord Leverhulme, Alderman E. Russell- 
Taylor (a former Lord Mayor of Liverpool), the Mayoress of 
Southport (Miss Hartley), Mr. J. C. Graham (managing director 
of Famous-Lasky), Colonel Bromhead and Mr. Reginald 
Brombead (ct the Gaumont Company), Mr. H. Rowson (Ideal 
Films), Mr. George Smith (Goldwyn), Mr. A. J. Gale (president 
elect), and others. f 

Letters of reeret for non-attendance were received from Mr, 
A. E. Newbould, M.P., Mr. F. FE. Adams, Mr. Guy Newall, 
Mr. Tom E. Davis, and others. 


The Civic Authorities. 


Mr, A.J. Gale, in submitting the toast of the Civic Authorities, 
said that that day they had had an interesting experience, for 
on the occasion of their visit to Southport they had been wel- 
comed by a Lady Mayor in a very charming way. The civic 
authorities and licensing mavistrates took a very live interest 
in the film business in Liverpool, and he only wished that local 
_ authorities elsewhere would follow the excellent example set 
them in that city. (Applause.) 

Alderman E. Russell Taylor, whoxe name was associated with 
the toust, said that as one who had held the office of Lord Mayor 


Google 


of Liverpool he realised the immense power that was in their 
hands. Liverpool weleomed the C.K.A. as a very important 
body. (Applause.) They had only to look round that room at 
those present to realise that all of them were making a very 
frugal living. (Laughter.) As a civic representative he might 
say that it was not always vood for them to have their own way, 
and he realised, judging by a remark inade at the Conference 
that day that certain exhibitors had 147 conditions attached 
to their licences, their colleagues did not entirely get their own 
way. The citizens of Liverpool welcomed the Association very 
heartily to their city. (Applause.) 


Lord Leverhuhme’s Briliant Speech. 


Lord Leverhulme, in submitting the toast of ‘‘ The Cinemato-. 
graph Exhibitors’ Association,’? said he cluimed to be one of 
the earliest exhibitors in the world. Over 30 years ago he was 


a coneessionaire from Lumiere to show films in Switzerland. 


Then, ten years later, he had the idea of having a film of King 
Vdward’s Coronation, The photographs were taken and were 
to be shown in Birmingham the same evening. The photographer 
was a man of resource. He jumped on a train ready to develop 
them during the journey. Something went wrong with the 
development, but Birmingham never guessed that it saw photo- 
graphs of Queen Victoria's funeral with the funeral coaches cut 
out and some wedding coaches put in. (Jaughiter.) 
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Accused Man Acquitted. 


VIDENCE with a view to committal for trial was given 
at the Liverpool Police Court last week in the case in 
which Henry Moore, a young man of 24 years of age, 

was charged with having stolen £2 9s. 6d., the moneys of the 
beresford Kinema Co., Ltd., from the Beresford Road Kinema, 
in the South end of the city. 

Miss Marjorie M. Moore, cashier at the Beresford Kinema, 
gave evidence regarding the theft, particulars of which appeared 
in our issue of May 27. She told of the accused's grab at the 
money, her shutting of the slide upon his hand, his release 
by another man, and their escape. At a later date she acecom- 
panied two detectives to the City Quarter Sessions, and at the 
rear of the Court saw about a couple of hundred people, among 
whom was prisoner. She declared that he was the man in 
question. ; 

Cross-examined, she admitted that she had never seen the 
prisoner before, and that she had to look up from the pay-box 
to see people who were standing outside. 

Robert Sumner, a greengrocer and fruiterer, deposed to hear- 
ing one of six or seven young men say, ‘* Come on, let’s chance 
our luck, we may be able to get something."’ That aroused his 
suspicions, and when he saw them all walk up Beresford Road 
he gave instructions to his shop-boy to sec what they were 
going to do. 

Fvidence of arrest having been given, the mavistrate did not 
think the evidence was sufficient against accuged, and he was 
therefore discharged. 


(Continued from previous page.) 


Then Lord Leverhulme had a Coué story to tell. A bow- 
legued Bolton man saw Coué, who said, ‘* Say * I am net bow- 
legged ’ one hundred and fifty times before you go to bed.” 
The man said it three hundred times to make sure, and got up 
next morning knock-kneed. (Loud laughter.) 


The Tragedy of Modern Life. 

The kinema, he continued, removed all bitterness from our 
hearts when we saw that people living in luxury always got 
shot off or something like that. Kinema films about impecunioug 
dukes and rich but vulgar men (preferably soapmakers) were 
out of date. The tragedy of modern life was the tax-collector. 
An income tax tragedy would touch the very life of the people. 


Lord Leverhuhme’s Sug gestion. 

Continuing, his lordship said that he had heard on both sides 
of him that night that there was no money to be mado in 
kinemas to-day, but if he was to believe the American papers 
no film was produced that did not cost over a million dollars. 
{Laughter.) They had in the film the most powerful influence 
for good in the whole civilised world. A man had well said: ‘** I 
do not care who makes the laws of a country if I may make its 
songs.’’ He might have paraphrased this by saying: ‘‘ I do not 
care who makes the laws or songs of a country if I may make 
its films.’’ (Applause.) The trade was staggering under a burden 
of taxation. Why not say to the Government: We will show 
educational films approved by you during one quarter of our 
program, provided you will remit the whole of the Entertain- 
ments Tax. This would be the cheapest bargain that any 
educational authority could make, for it would save untold 
money. His lordship instanced the great interest picture, ‘* The 
Four Seagons,’’ which taught more about nature in a quarter of 
an hour than the teacher relying upon books could do in a whole 
evening. He wished them every success, and he wished he had 
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MAKING A TRADE SHOW “ GO.”: 


Associated First National’s achievements at the 
screening of ‘* Man—Woman—Marriage.”’ 


HE thoroughness which has marked the whole proyress of 
T ** Man-—~Woman—Marriage,”” Allen) Holubar’s — great 
wonder-production, was evidenced again yesterday 
(Friday) at the trade show of the picture by Associated First 
National at the London Alhambra. 

Tt was felt that such a film, portraying the advance of woman 
from earliest days to the greater freedom of the present day, 
demanded a treatment ut its screening of u kind bearing some 
relation to the importanee of the occasion. Accordingly, 
Kitchen’s famous orchestra from the Lounge, Headingley, was 
specially engayed to contribute the musical portion of the pro. 
gram, the courtesy of Mr. Leonard Denham making their appear- 
ance possible. 


A Well Staged Prologue. 


The prologue to the play struck the same note of thoroughness 
and beauty in its production as is to be found in the picture 
itself. Sixteen players took part in this, Miss Faith Bevan, 
the well-known West End artiste, impersonating with great: 
success Miss Dorothy Phillips, the star of the picture. Messrs. 
Phillipson and Leon’ Pollock were responsible for the prologue, 
in which appeared two dancers who were specially brought over 
from Paris by aeroplane to take part, and whose attractive and 
skilful dancing created a vreat deal of enthusiasm among those 


assembled to view the picture. 
: 


stuck to them thirty years ago when he first had anything to do 
with the kinema. (Loud applause.) 

Alderman Trounson said, in reference to Lord Leverhulme’s 
stueestion that they should appeal to the Government to remit 
taxation provided they showed a proportion of edueational films, 
that they would give the idea all the attention and considcration 
it deserved, coming as it did from so great a source. (Applause.) 
They recognised with gratitude the presence of Lord Leverhulme 
there that evening, and they hoped to have many opportunities 
of meeting his lordship again. (loud applause.) 

Mr. J. H. Dovener (chairman of the North-Western Branch) 
submitted the toast of ‘t Our Guests,’’ which was responded 
to by Lient.-Col. A. C. Bromhead (chairman of the K.M.A.). 
There never was a time, he said, when greater discretion should 
be exercised in regard to what they showed the public. (Hear, 
hear.) The time was coming when they would make their entry 
into the promised land—of the United States. And when they 
did so it would give the British producing business a great 
impetus. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. C. Graham (managing director of Famous-Lasky), who 
also responded, said that he had listened with the greatest 
interest to Lord Leverhulme’s speech, and much that he had 
said should specially appeal to exhibitors. ‘' There is not a line 
between the Englishman and the American when it comes to 
pictures,”? he declared. The film business was a business that 
required the cleverest brains to help them ‘‘ sell '’ their 
pictures. It was their business to study their public, and to 
present their ‘‘ goods’ in a way that would attract them. 

Mr. George Smith (managing director of Goldwyn’s), who also 
replied to the toast, said that a speech such as Jord Leverhulme's 
was & sivn of the times, for it showed that their industry was 
attracting the attention of men in prominent positions. 
(Applause.) 

The toast of ‘‘ The Chairman ” was submitted by Mr. Norman 
Hart, and was briefly acknowledged by the president. The 
proceedings then terminated. 
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THE LIFE ROMANCE OF A GREAT POET. 


‘“A Prince of Lovers” 


a very beautiful piece 


of film art, and a great dramatic 
entertainment. 


The Story cf Byron’s love affairs, and the tragedy of his life's end 


make one of the most intense dramas ever 
brought to the screen. 


HE romance of Lord Byron was made up of many love 
affairs. In ‘‘ A Prince of Lovers,’’ which was shown 
to the London trade last week by the Gaumont Com- 

pany, we have presented to us one of the most interesting of 
these amours, for the leading characters in the play are the 
poct and his wife, and the story thus told not only shows 
Byron in an entirely new light, but in the showing provides 
one of the most intense dramas ever brought to the screen. 


A GREAT FILM PLAY. 
How the Gaumont Company came to do the film is in itself 
In its original form it was written by 
Ramsay for 


a remarkable story. 


Mrs. Alicia the stage before the war, and 


” 


ScENE From ‘' A Prince or Lovers. 
series of unprecedented misfortunes prevented 
the London and New — York 
raved over the manuscript, and 
foresaw for the play a brilliant suecess. But circum- 
stances proved too strong for the stage. and it has 
remained for the sereen to give to the world one of the most 
entrancing studies in emotion and temperament, and certainly 
by far the most perfect biography of a great personality of 
the past yet seen in this form. Lives of great men seldom 
film well. The life of Byron, with its cataclysm of tempera- 
mental passions and romance, remains the one exception to 
this rule, and all who saw the picture at the New Gallery 
were impressed by its strong dramatic qualities, and absolute 
“sincerity. 


only a 
it being 
Actor-managers 


shown on 


stage. 


STORY OF HUMAN PASSION AND FRAILTY. 


After the first few hundred feet, which dragged somewhat, 
one forgot entirely that it was a representation of the life of 
Byron one was watching, forgot that it was a costume play, 


Digitized by Gor gle 


and became so completely immersed in the human side of the 
story, that for the time being nothing else mattered. The 
drama and pathos of the play completely gripped the attention; 
the character of the man, with all its human passions and 
frailities, was so real, so instinct with feeling, that one mar- 
velled at its life-likeness. Indeed, the story is so well acted 
and staged that it presents a quite remarkable picture of men 
and manners in the early days of the 19th century, and a 
portrait of the great poct such as no artist could paint, or 
author describe. 


THE MAGIC OF THE MAN. 
Of ali the names which star the firmament of English litera- 
Of him it may 
truly be said that the glory of the poet was almost eclipsed by 


ture Byron’s is one of the most brilliant. 


the magic of the man whom Nature had endowed with every 
vift save that of happiness. His charm, his mordant wit, his 
contempt for convention, his overwhelming personal fascination, 
gained for him the undying devotion of his friends, the deadly 
Byron's short life—37 years in all— 
much of it has been 
captured with the most complete success in this very remark- 
able picture which will appeal to all classes. Its story deals 
with the poet’s rise to fame, his ‘‘ affair ’’ with Lady Caroline 
Lamb, his marriage to Isabella Millbanke, his separation from 
her, his public disgrace engineered by Lady Caroline, his exile 
from England, enlistment in the cause of Greek independence, 
and his end at Missolonghi. 


WONDERFUL ACTING. 

Of the many incidents which make up this entrancing story 
of the life of Byron it is difficult to say which are the most 
dramatic, the most pathetic, or the most impressive, when all 
are so fine and beautifully done, and the qualities of drama and 
pathos so perfectly blended. ‘* A Prince of Lovers’’ is a 
picture which will enhance the reputation of British Screen- 
craft productions, and it will also add much to the prestige of 
high-class British films abroad. The acting of Howard Gaye 
as the hero is so discriminating and evenly balanced throughout 
that we have no hesitation in describing it as one of the finest 


hatred of his cnemics. 


was full of drama and romance, and 


. ” 


pieces of sustained character acting seen for a _ long 
time upon the sereen. More important still, the strength 
of the story, the care which distinguishes the production 


throughout, and the fine acting of the entire cast, make of the 
picture an entertainment which will delight audiences wherever 
it is shown. And because it is so perfect in all other respects 
we suggest that it would materially strengthen the picture, 
and remove what can only be regarded as an unnecessary touch 
of theatricality, if the poet’s dream scenes when he is proposing. 
marriage to his wife were entirely cut. out. 

‘A Prince of Lovers ’’ is a very beautiful piece of film art, 
and one which calls for the warmest congratulation to all, 
concerned in its making, and not least the Gaumont Com- 
pany, who sponsored it.—L.W. 


Original from 
NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


July 1, 1922. THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 17 


CParamount Gpiclures 


TRADE SHOWS 


LONDON | TUE 4 | “1S MATRIMONY A FAILURE? ” 
papel as vy 
Arn AM, | July |? Roy Barnes, Lila Lee, Lois Wilson, Walter Hiers, 
| oe 9) 
GLASGOW _ WED 5 THE MAN FROM HOME, 
NEMA 
ree | July | JAMES KIRKWOOD. 


LEEDS TUE 4 ‘IS MATRIMONY A EAILURE?”’ 

With 
ear ai ee July [+ Roy Barnes, Liia Lee, Lois Wilson, Walter Hiers. 
LEEDS 4 GLORIA SWANSON 

In 
cick | July | ‘HER HUSBAND’S TRADE MARK.” 
WED ‘IS MATRIMONY A FAILURE? ”’ 

cipal Also GLORIA SWANSON in 
ates an. | July ‘HER HUSBAND'S TRADE MARK.” 
MANCHESTER | TUE 4 | mis MADRINORT A FAILURE? "’ 
pea io | July \r. Roy Barnes, Lila Lee, Lois Wilson, Walter Hiers. 
MANCHESTER WED h) GLORIA SWANSON 
aaa | July ‘HER HUSBAND'S TRADE MARK.” 
CARDIFF | FRI / “THE MAN FROM HOME,” 

with 
ee aly JAMES KIRKWOOD. 


NEWCASTLE FRI 7 | “THE MAN FROM HOME,” 
GRAIN 2 
PICTURE THEATRE, July | JAMES KIRKWOOD. 

I “IS MATRIMONY A FAILURE? ”’ 
LIVERPOOL, | FAL J SL GLOMIA Sit ANVON 
ane | July | ‘‘HER HUSBAND’S TRADE MARK.” 
BIRMINGHAM FRI ‘‘IS MATRIMONY A FAILURE? "’ ° 
SCALA THEATRE, Also GLORIA SWANSON in 
peg | July “ HER HUSBAND'S TRADE MARK.” 
NOTTINGHAM TUE 4 ‘THE MAN FROM HOME,” 
tia | July JAMES KIRKWOOD. 


DULPARTMENT OF DISTR. 
FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM 
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JESSE UL. es en preamrees; 


iS MATRIMONY A FAILURE? 


DerectecL Sterario 


‘JAMES Bee WALTER WOOOS 
SI Paramount Picture 


k JULY | 1922 THE FILM RENTER AND MOVING PICTURE NEWS: 


a r 
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T.ROY BARNES LOIS WILSON 
LILA LEE WALTER HIERS 


|FAMOUS-LASKY FILM SERVICE hey 


OUPART SENT OF ORFTR HEAD Orsice 
roam unre wincoam —~ LAINDO! 70 


Famous, Lasky Film Service L? 
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SHAKESPEARE ON THE SCREEN. 


Miss Sybil Thorndike in exclusive interview discusses 


the suitability of the 


screen for presenting 


Shakespeare. 


MONGST the 
A ‘latest recruits to 
the film world 

can be numbered Sybil 
Thorndike, one of the 
most prominent of our 
stage artistes. Up to a 
‘few months ago Miss 
Thorndike had made one 
screen appearance only, 
but since then she has 


become one of the 
sereen’s ~ most ‘ardent 
supporters, 


on ame TE TES | 

‘TENSE MOMENTS 
WITH GREAT 
AUTHORS.’ 

Whilst 

the series | of 

Guignol plays at. the 

Little Theatre, Miss 

. Thorndike was engaged 

- by Mr. H. B. Parkinson, 

. of Masters Films, to 

feature in one of the 

: ‘ ‘“ Tense Moments With 

Great Authors.’’ Accordingly she appeared as Nancy in 

the one-reel film version of ‘* Oliver Twist.’? Later Mr. 

Parkinson again engaged Miss Thorndike to star in the lead- 

ing part in a series of six films to be adapted from famous plays, 


Grand 


Miss SyBin THORNDIKE. 


which included ‘t The Lady of the Camelias,’’ ‘*‘ The Merchant . 


of Venice,’’. ‘‘ Jane Shore,’’ ‘‘ Bleak House,’ ‘‘ The Scarlet 
Letter,” and ‘‘ The Hunchback of Notre Dame.’’ ’ These will 
be released through British Exhibitors’ Films from September 4 
onwards. 


So engrossed in the work has Miss Thorndike now become that, . 


having finished her season at the Little Theatre, she is now 
devoting her whole attention to film work before she commences 
her new stage contract at the Coliseum in July. Several of the 
items in the new Masters’ serics are completed, and take the 
form of one-reel adaptations of twelve of the best known of 
George R. Sims’s works. 

: 


THE ATTRACTIVENESS OF FILM ACTING. 


Asked if she liked film work, Miss Thorndike said : ‘‘ I find it 

_ most engrossing. There is so much variety to be found in the 

_ film studio, especially when one is engaged on such work as 
these short productions. In the theatrical world I am strongly 
opposed to long runs of any play—that is why I liked Grand 
Guignol. There was variety. It stands to reason if an artiste 
plays the same part night after night for months and months 
work must become mechanical."’ 

Contrary to her expectations, Miss Thorndike finds that screen 
work does not call for exaggeration of gesture. ‘* Most people,’”’ 
she says, ‘* seem to think that acting for the film is merely an 
exaggerated form of stage work, and that stage work can help. 
I have not found this so. On the stage one has far more licence 
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appearing in- 


than before the camera. In the film studio every movement, 
every gesture, every expression must have a definite: object, a 
particular reason. Nothing, even the flinching of an eye-lid, is 
1ost by the camera’s single but all-seeing eye. Expression, not 
gesture, is what the stage artiste who steps before the camera 
must remember."’ 

t 

’ INTERPRETING SHAKESPEARE. 

Of all the parts which Miss Thorndike has ‘played for the 
screen up-to-date, that of Jane Shore has proved her favourite, 
with Portia in “* The Merchant of Venice ’’ a close second, ‘‘ I 
am sure,’’ she says, ‘* that Shakespeare on the screen is one 
of the finest methods of conveying the works of the famous bard 
to the people. Somchow I feel that Shakespeare, when inter- 
preted on the stage, is somewhat difficult to understand by those 
who have not made a study of his plays. . Again, so much depends 
on the action that in a theatre one has to watch as well as listen, 
whilst in the kinema theatre one has only to watch, and, the 
artistes’ very thoughts are made obvious by their expressions.”’ 

In reply to a question as to whether she would like to play 
in Grand Guignol episodes for the film, Miss Thorndike stated 
that no plans had yet been made to film them. . She thinks, 
however, that they should make interesting films, because their 
success depends so much on atmosphere, and it is far more 
simple to obtain this atmosphere on the screen than on the 
stage. Again, incidents which have to be conveyed to the theatre 
audience by means of a descriptive conversation could be actually 
shown on the film. : 

There is no doubt that Miss Thorndike is now one of filmland’s 
ardent enthusiasts, and it is certain that she will follow up the 
work she has already done by further appearances before the 
camera in the near future. 


SIR HENRY WILSON’S FUNERAL. 


A SceNE From Thr Topica Bupeet. 
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The Pageant-Drama of Nature. 

667 ie FOUR SEASONS,” the really great interest film 
which, when shown in London a few weeks ago, 
evoked enthusiasm on all sides, was again shown last 

week at the New Gallery Kinema to a large gathering of the 

trade and Press. The picture is now being handled by Ideal 

Films, Ltd. A second viewing of this remarkable picture con- 

firms all the impressions gained at its first showing, and a second 

acquaintance with the tiny player upon Nature’s stage reveals 
characteristics overlooked at the first showing. = Educationists 
will welcome this film for the knowledge of Nature and its pro- 
cesses that is so attractively offered. Lovers of beauty will find 
themselves entranced by the beautiful scencs and impressed by 
the grandeur and might of the storm scenes. Those whom 
animal life attracts will find themselves absorbed in the revela- 
tions of the habits of bird, beast, and insect, while the picture 
is so staged as to make a drama appealing to the kinema-goer 
not possessing a particular but rather a general point of view. 
Bookings should be big for this excellent feature. 


A Welcome Reissue. 

Moss Empires, Ltd., are releasing ‘t My Lady’s Dress *? on 
September 25, It is Samuelson’s greatest production, and will, 
no doubt, be welcomed everywhere as an outstanding British 
picture. The play is by Edward Knoblock, and a star cast 
includes Miss Gladys Cooper and Malcolm Cherry. 


‘* Ts Matrimony a Failure?’’ 

‘*Ts Matrimony a Failure?’ James Cruze’s new Paramount 
production, doesn't pretend to answer that important question, 
but it does aim at presenting in an amusing manner what might 
happen if half the married men in town, through some legal 
technicality, suddenly discovered themselves single, The 
picture, which will be trade shown by Famous-Lasky on Tuesday 
next (July 4) at the New Gallery Kinema, has a cast of well- 


Scene From ‘‘Is Matrimony A Faitcre? ”’ 


Digitized by Goc gle 


WHAT LONDON RE 
@ e - 


The Week’s 


known players, headed by T, Roy Barnes, and including such 
favourites as Lila Lee, Lois Wilson, Walter Hiers, Za Su Pitts, 
Tully Marshall, and Sylvia Ashton, 


A New Universal Serial. 

The Universal serial, ‘‘ The White Horseman,”? which F.B.O. 
announce that they will present at an early date, affords Art 
Accom, the world’s champion cowboy, every opportunity of dis- 
playing his skill. Accord, by the way, first appeared with the 
Selig Polysecope Company, and, later, made a name for himself 
with the American Film Company in the series of Buck Parvin 
pictures. 


“ Dick Turpin’s Ride to York?’”’ 

Maurice Elvey is now hard at work upon ‘* Dick Turpin's Ride 
to York,”’ the Stoll British picture, concerning which speculation 
has been rife. In addition to Matheson Lang, who plays the 
title réle, others of the cast are: Esther Bevis, Isobel Elsom; 
Sir Charles Weston, Maleolm Tod; Litton Glover, Cecil 
Humphreys; Tom King, Lewis Gilbert ; Lady Weston, Madame 
d’Fsterre; Ferret Bevis, Norman Page; Little Glover’s God- 
father, James English; Madge Dutton, Lily Iris; and Major 
Domo, Somers Bellamy. 


Special Features in ‘‘ Topical Budg et.’’ 

Two features of universal interest in The Topical Budget are 
“The Prince of Wales's Homecoming ’’—a picture full of sun- 
light and joy—and ** The Funeral of Sir Henry Wilson,’’ a slow- 
moving procession with dull skies and rain, and an atmosphere 
of grief. So deeply has the death of Sir Henry Wilson touched 
the whole nation that inquiries have been received at Film Book- 
ing Offices from all directions, many asking that the whole length 
of the picture may be sent. Considering the adverse weather 
the Budget photographers have done remarkably well, some of 
the close-ups being very clear indeed. In ** The Prince’s Home- 
coming "’ picture there is a fine scene of the Mall and the crowds 
in front of Buckingham Palace taken from the Palace itself, and 
another showing the Royal Family on the balcony of the Palace. 


New Fairbanks Feature Film. 

The new Allied Artists’ feature, in which Douglas Fairbanks 
will play the réle of an extremely venturous hero, is entitled 
“One of the Blood,’’ and will be released in September next. 
The cast includes such favourites as Marjory Daw, Frank 
Campean, Sam Sothern, ‘* Bull’’ Montana, Jay Dwigzins, ete. 


A Reprinted Review. 

Owing to an inadvertence on the part of the printers, we 
regret that our review of ‘‘ Ten Nights in a Bar Room "’ was set 
last week in a manner which rendered it difficult for the reader 
to appreciate the picture and our comment thereon. We are, 
therefore, reprinting our review in this issue in the form in 
which it should have appeared last week. It appears with other 
reviews under the heading of ‘‘ Film Reviews of the Week." 
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NTERS ARE 


Activities at a Glance. 


Two Gaumont Trade Shows. 


The Gaumont Co., Ltd., will again give two trade owe next 
week. On Tuesday, at the Shaftesbury Pavilion, a selection of 
the new Masters Series of one-reel features, ‘‘ Tense Moments 
from Operas,”’ will be the attraction; whilst on Wednesday the 
third Swedish Biograph production presented by the Gaumont 
Co., *‘ Seas of Chance,’’ will receive its premiere at the New 
Gallery at 1l a.m. ‘‘ Seas of Chance ”’ is built upon a mother- 
love theme, but the sentiment is said to be genuine without 
being mawkish, and the pathos as real as the intrigue is 
stimulating. John W. Bruinius directed the picture, and his 
wife, Pauline Brunius, a very fine actress, plays the mother 
role. 


Uncorking the Cure. 

A bold and striking broadsheet is issued from the house of 
Famous-Lasky in connection with ‘ Fool’s Paradise,’’ the film 
recently trade shown in London and the provinces. Its front 
illustration portrays an ingenious idea. Headed ‘‘ The Cure,”’ 
a medicine bottle is seen in a horizontal position, and dropping 
from its loosely-corked mouth are men and women who are 
descending into a sparsely-filled theatre. Scenes from the film, 
a large illustration of the producer, Cecil B. de Mille, particulars 
of members of the cast, and a synopsis fill the publication with 
interest. 


To Play Nona. 

Miss Ann Forrest, the charming film star who arrived in 
London on Tuesday, has made the trip from New York under 
contract with the Fox Film Company to play the part of Nona 
in the new film, ‘‘ If Winter Comes,’’ which is now being made 
in this country under the direction of Mr. Harry Millarde. Miss 
Forrest, who is Danish by birth, has already done a large amount 
of film work in this country, and has played several English 
parts. She is an expert horsewoman, and has won several prizes 
at big horse shows in the United States for jumping. 


Producers Co-operating. 

In his big task of making three important films in six months, 
Louis Mercanton is fortunate in having co-operating with him 
Rene Hervil, whose films, ‘‘ In Old Alsace,’’ ‘* Blanchette,’’ and 
““The Crime of Lord Arthur Savile,’? have been so much 
admired in this country. They are at present in Algiers, engaged 
on ‘‘Sarati Le Terrible,’’ thence they cross to Spain to film 
‘The Gardens of Murcia ’’ (now being played in London under 
the title of ‘‘ Spanish Lovers ’’). 


‘* Know Your Men."’ 

Screen dramas dealing with modern domestic life have always 
been popular with the picture-going public, especially if. they 
depict the little troubles which so often lead to disaster. A 
story of this nature is contained in the William Fox production, 
‘* Know Your Men,” to be released about the second week in 
July. Pearl White portrays a difficult réle which calls for an 
unusual amount of emotional acting. One of the strongest scenes 
in the picture is that in which a large crowd of angry investors 
storm the house of the ruined financier, where Hey are met and 
eventually pacified by his daughter. 


Digitized by Go gle 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 23 


DOING 
2 BS 


‘“ A Sporting Double.’’ 


Granger’s tell us that the new Granger-Davidson film, ‘SA 
Sporting Double,’ which is No. 5 of the British National Pro- 
gram, contains wonderful shots of the 1922 Derby and the 1922 
Football Cup Final between Huddersfield Town and Preston 
North End. This is the first time that the two biggest sporting 
events of the year have been included in a big feature film, It 
is noteworthy that this photoplay is to be shown on July 6, just 
a few weeks after the Epsom meeting. Apart from the sporting 
element, the story is said to be one that grips the attention 
immediately and holds it throughout the film. The cast 
includes John Stuart, Douglas Munro, Terry Cavanagh, Tom 
Coventry, Myrtle Vibart, and Lilian Douglas. 


(S)WORDPLAY. 


7 HILST Emmett J. Flynn was producing ‘‘ Monte Cristo,”’ 

W Max Linder, the well-known French comedian, called 

at the studio to visit John Gilbert, who enacts the title 

réle in ‘t Monte Cristo.’’ Linder is a fencer of renown, and he 

met an old friend in Captain Uytterhove, a famous Belgian 

swordsman. In a few moments they had donned masks and 
pads, and started a ‘* set to’’ with the foils. 

The pair crossed weapons, made a few strokes, and, then, 
holding their positions, started to discuss in lightning-like 
French their respective advances, ete. They would make a few 
more thrusts, and again argue the merits or demerits of their 
position. An old studio carpenter became interested, and for 
half-an-hour watched and listened to the pair. Later, he was 
asked the result of the fight. 

‘* What fight? ’’ he queried. 

‘““Why, the fencing fight between the professor and Max 
Linder.”’ 

“‘T didn’t wait to see it finish,’’ came the laconie reply, ‘* but 
when I left the professor was 2,000 words ahead.”’ 


Scene From ‘* A Sportine Dovste.”’ 
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THE NATION’S FAMILY ALBUM. 


Hepworth shows 


‘Through Three Reigns ”—An interesting 


reconstruction of actual events during the 
past thirty years. 


A cleverly put together but glorified topical which is certainly interesting 
and amusing, but decidedly wearisome with its never- 
ending reviews and military parades. oe 


ée HROUGH THREE REIGNS,” which Cecil M. 
2 I . Hepworth showed to a distinguished audience at the 
oan Scala Theatre on Tuesday, is one of the surprises of 
the film industry, Viewers who expected to see a dramatic 
portrayal of film drama found themselves presented with 
a very cleverly constructed topical showing the principal events 
during three reigns, interspersed with some also very clever 


snappy little shots of kinematograph pictures in its early days. 


LOOKING BACKWARD. 


Mr. Hepworth, who is responsible for the filming of 80 per 
cent, of.the eight or nine thousand feet shown, has proved that 
it is possible to keep a film library and to make it interesting in 
the scregning. | We are shown topical pictures from the time of 
1x90, in which we see the late Queen Victoria paying a visit to 
Dublin, her imposing funeral procession, interspersed with topical 
films showing the fashions of that period. These, necdless to say, 
occasioned the audience considerable amusement. Mr. Hepworth, 
in the course of this unique collection, proceeds to show the 
Coronation of King Edward VII., scenes of the C.I.V. march 
through London on their return from the South African War, 
views of Whitehall in the days when motor traffic was unknown, 
Naval Reviews, numerous Military Reviews by King Edward and 
Queen Alexandra, Naval Pageants, the Funeral of King Edward 
(showing the German Emperor as a mourner), and most of the 
‘principal events up to the time of King George, and including 
the coronation of our present King. The collection of these films, 
which, by the way, show some remarkably fine photography, has 
been added to hy some very humorous snippings from trick films 
-and comedies of the period of 1900, which wertarnly are amusing 
-as well as inhaceeuing. : 


chamine NECESSARY. 


Shown as a collection of topical events, the film becomes 
decidedly wearisome and boring after the first 3.000 fect, the 
number of military reviews palling upon one. After all, there 
is not a great deal of difference between a military parade 20 
years avo and to-day, and it becomes extremely wearisome to 
watch hundreds of feet of troops marching all in the same apple- 
pie order. In the same way the funerals of Queen Victoria and 
Kiny Edward, whilst undoubtedly interesting, become some- 
what monotonous when one sees practically the same thing 
repeated over again to the extent of hundreds of feet of film. 
The only criticism that one fecls inclined to make against this 
praiseworthy collection of films covering a period of thirty years 
is that the lengths of the films involved are far too long and 
should be cut down considerably. The battleships firing salutes 
do not convey anything particularly interesting after the first 
few feet, and the King reviewing his troops might very well be 
cut-down considerably. The humorous inclusion of comedy and 
prick films 20 years ago is a decidedly happy idea, and 
undoubtedly is, responsible for maintaining the interest in this 
production. 


Google 


TITLE APT TO MISLEAD. 


Mr. Hepworth is certainly to be congratulated upon his enter- 
prise and originality in piecing together a film of this character, 


but how such a lengthy production will appeal to the public it. 


is hard to say. In the first place exhibitors showing this film 
should leave their patrons in no misconception as to what the 
film really is. 
going to see a film drama featuring sereen favourites, and based 
on events that have happened through three reigns; Mr. 
Hepworth, we know, would want no misconception on this 
point. The best description that we can give to the film is that 
it is really the Nation’s Family Album, and as a collection of 
film history must undoubtedly be welcomed. 


IDEA COULD BE CONTINUED. 


It is no use yiving them the idea that they are, 


Tt is a pity that in the putting together of this film Mr.* 


Hepworth has not seen fit to include later events during the 
reign of our present King, but, of course, this is a small point, 
as the film can be added to ad infinitum. As a collection of 
topicals taken over a period of over 30 years this film is extremely 
interesting, and shown in lengths of, say, 2,000 feet at a time 
would doubtless prove a very popular attraction. If, however, 
“Through Three Reigns "’ is put out as an eigtt-reel picture, 
then I am sadly afraid that it would prove decidedly wearisome 
to the average kinema-gocr, Tho public, I am convinced, would 
very quiekly tire of sitting through the endless military parades 
and funeral processions, each one of which, after a couple of 
hundred feet, becomes extremly boring. and I would, therefore, 
make the sugvestion that this film is released in either one or 
two-reel episodes. 

During the interval of showing this film we were 
lecture by Mr. Hilaire Belloc, who again advanced his ideas on 
the film history without, however, raising any new point. Mr. 
Belloc loses no opportunity of aequainting the kinematograph 
industry of his misgivings of the manner fn which historical films 
would be produced either here or in America 


treated to a 


, but inasmuch as- 


kinema theatres are really run for citertainment purposes, there . 
is no real use in attempting to put Mr. Belloc's mind at rest, 


on this subject. —E.W.F. 
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By far the. best portrait of the Roval group, including His. 


Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, on the baleony at. 
Buckingham Palace, was taken with a Dallon Anastiemat . 


Telephoto Jens, and is being shown in thie week's issue of the, 


"Messrs. J. 
Regent Street, 


Ltd., 


Circus, 


“Gaumont Graphic. of 
Carlton House, 11d. 
whose works 
that they will be only too pleased to let any kine cameraman | 
have one of these Dallen Anastigmat Telephoto lenses on Joan | 


in order that thes may carry out comparative tests. 


H. Dallmever, 
Piccadilly 
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are situated at Willesden, N.W.10., advise us: 
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Beautiful 
Dancing 


of many ages adds an 


exotic charin to many 
brilliant scenes in :: 


“MAN—WOMAN 


—MARRIAGE,” ; 
the gorgeous pageant of J = 
woman's glory since the kag ! 


dawn of time. 
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“Stop! Do not strike her again!” 
The dumb-founded Emperor Constcntine asks 
the Christian slave girl how she can stand such 
a terrible lashing without uttering a cry. 
“My faith gives me strength,’ she replies. 
Deep heart-searching drama throbs 
through every scene in the sensa- 
tional epic of woman's eternal faith 


‘* MAN—WOMAN— MARRIAGE ” 


By ALLEN HOLUBAR, 
Starring 


DOROTHY PHILLIPS and JAMES KIRWODD, 


supported by thousands of players. 


A First National Attraction. 


THE FILM KENTER July 1, 1922, | 


. i 
TRADE SHOWS | 


OF 


‘* MAN—WOMAN—MARRIAGE”’ 


London, Alhambra Theatre, Friday dune 30, 


at 11 a.m, 


LIVERPOOL Prince of Wales Tues. July 4, 11 a.m. 
Picture House 
DUBLIN La Scala ...... Wed. July 5, 11 a.m. 
MANCHESTER Gaiety Theatre, Fri. July 7, 11 a.m. 
.. Peter Street. 
BIRMINGHAM Picture House, Sun. July 9, 7p.my 
New Street. ‘ 
NEWCASTLE- The Pavilion, Mon. July 10, 11 a.m. 
0-T. Wesgate Road, 
CARDIFF Capitol Theatre, Tues. July 11, 11 a.m. 
Queen’s Street, 
New Savoy .. Thurs. July 13, 11 a.m. 
Theatre, Hope St, 
Cinema Theatre Sun. July 16, 3 p.m. 
Castle Street, 
The Majestic, Tues. July 18, 11 a.m. 
jeiv(] [tee ihe City Square. 
NOTTINGHAM The Picture House, Wed. July 19, 11 a.m. 
Long Row. 
SHEFFIELD... Cinema Housé Fri. July 21, 11 a.m. 


- 


4 


a 


ES Original fro ; 
NEW YORK PUBLIC:LIBRARY WF 


gt) THER TO PRay 
we 


mA THE ORIGINAL Dp 2p 
om ONE B AWING 


3 


Peioie LuPS =~ & 
fen ae. 4 


<a 


fe Oh 


Staal f 5 


r Lund 
rEIeet RES, Ne boli een PE ANDON, Wet 


See ak: ey Meat, Y Oe Saw See: I eee yet nde Bee. ae 


—— te saa F ptt eyes, 


r ml N taaee 


ecot ,t vil 2UAA AAUTUGA OVITOM 3 AATMAA MAIR 


Original from 


Digitized by Go gle NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


THE FILM RENDER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


Original from 


Bigitizgs By Google Ap a ttites. LNEW YORK, PUBLIC LIBRARY , ... 
i $3 Ne ' : oy 


| 


July 1, 1922. THE FILM RENTER & 


V2 02 3 SS ESR 
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FOR THE GUIDANCE OF EXHIBITORS. 


—I—= 13 SII 


The Man from Home. 


Beautiful Italian scenes in striking Paramount picture. 


T the New Gallery Kinema, Regent Street, W., exhibitors 

had the opportunity this week of witnessing a Famous- 

‘Lasky film produced by George Fitzmaurice, and 

featuring James Kirkwood, entitled ** The Man From Home.” 

The film is adapted from the play by Booth Tarkington and 
Harry Leon Wilson. 

At first the scene is laid in 
striking parts are depicted at the foot of Vesuvius in Italy. 
The story is of absorbing interest. Genevieve Simpson (Anna 
Q. Nilsson) and her brother Horace (Ceoffrey Kerr) are orphans 
left in the care of a rising attorney, Daniel Forbes Pike (James 
Kirkwood) who falls a victim to Genevieve’s charm. <A visit 
to Europe is arranged, and brother and sister journey to Italy, 


America, but later the most 


ScENE From ‘t THE Man From Home.” 

where Genevieve mects an impecunious Italian Prince, Kinsello 
(Norman Kerry). The Prince, his sister, and his father, do 
all in their power to induce the brother and sister to settle 
large sums as dowry before a marriage can be arranged into 
their 700-year-old family, and both wards write to their guardian 
_ asking his this. The latter, instead of replying 
immediately makes the journey to Italy, and succeeds after 
hate and love in unmasking 
and saving his wards from 


consent to 


many exciting scenes of jealousy, 
the Prince and ‘his rascally father, 
imminent peril, His love for Genevieve triumphs in the 
end, 

The producer, by the use of a slide, thanked friends who 
had lent him their large Italian grounds and mansiong in 
order to enhance the beauty of this fine production. The acting 
leaves nothing to be desired, and the photography is excep-- 
tionally good, 


The Heart of a Wolf. 


The ee gamut of emotion interpreted through a French- 
Canadian character by Lon Chaney. 


HE atmosphere of ‘The Heart of a Wolf,’ which 
as r *. Huropean* Motion Pictures showed to the . trade 
in London last week, is that with which readers of Sir 

Parker’s interesting French-Canadian stories have 


Gilbert 


become familiarised, an atmosphere contributed to by the scenic 
background and gay lightness, and sombre shadow of its principal 
character, Gaspard. mG. 
Lon Chaney interprets the character of Gaspard, and’ depicts 
with great intensity the change which made the laughing lover 


‘the heart of a wolf.” It 


‘ 


of children into a bitter man with 
is an interesting study of the moods of a man, 
hearted, and lovable, unsuspecting, 
retaliatory until the incident comes that robbed him of propérty 


loving careless, 


and sweetheart. Then, by turns grief-stricken, revengeful, 
scheming, fair-speaking, relentless, triumphant, terror-stricken, 


in the end thrown back into despair, and comforted and cheered 
by a woman's love. This is a task for any actor to quail'-at, 
but Lon Chaney bears the character through shoulder high, 
with just sufficient gesture and expression to make the mood 
convineing, ; 

At the beginning Gasparil is engaged to Thalie, a pretty back- 
woods girl, and tells her that as soon as the mine his ‘father 
has given him yields enough gold to provide a wedding ring 
they will be married, But, 
he finds that an uscrupulous 
mine claim and stolen the 
dissuades him from killing, 


while on a trapping expedition, 
adventurer has. jumped his godld 
-girl for his wife. . The priest 
but thereafter his mind is bent on 
He engineers a scheme by which his stccessful rival 
is arrested for murder and imprisoned, and Thalie, 
death’s door, he takes her child and adopts him, at first treating 
Then, as the 
day of his rival’s release comes, he traps a ferocious wolf to be 
destruction. His plot, 


revenge, 


him roughly, but afterwards being won by him. 


used in’ his, enemy's however, goes 


*agley,” 
a struggle releases it. The child is given up-to its father, and 
with its teacher Gaspard finds a new interest and joy. ' 

The the picture have lake rind 
mountain scenery. contributing very effective backgrounds. 
while the sub-titling 
broken English is quite in keeping with, the speech 
The picture is one which an exhibitor 


settings of great charm, 
human interest is -centred in Gaspard, 
in quaint, 


of such a character. 


ean book with confidence. ' 


“* SCENE 


Gay, light-- 
non- * 


lying at-: 


the child entering the trap, from which Gaspard after . 


The 
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The Duke of Chimney Butte. 


Thrilling Tale of Romance and Adventure in the West. 
FB’: STONE. stars in the name part of ‘* The Duke of 


Chimney Butte,’ a film production adapted from the 
story by George Washington Ogden, and shown by Jury's 
to the trade in their private theatre in London last week. It 
is a thrilling photo-play of romance and adventure, sparkling with 


1 


ScexE From * THe Duke or CuimNey Burre.” 


clean, wholesome numour, and the part of Jeremiah Lambert, 
‘The Duke,” gives Fred Stone just the sort of scope for which 
his talents are suited. 

Stone is shown to be an extremely clever horse-rider, and 
one Sunday ‘t The Duke’ races an express train, and as he 
passes the observation platform a lovely blonde tosses him her 
handkerchief in recognition of his prowess. ‘‘ The Duke,” 
fascinated, accompanied by his friend ‘‘ Taters,’’ sets out to 
find the girl of the train. In his search for the girl he has many 
adventures, coming across Vesta Philbrock, the owner of a 
ranch at Pine Bluff, and accepts a job in her employ as a ranch 
rider. He finds that the blonde girl he has been seeking is 
Grace Kerr, the daughter of Berry Kerr, a notorious cattle thief 
and an enemy of Vesta Philbrook. Kerr is arrested, and in a 
melee Grace, his daughter, falls from her horse and is killed. 
Then ‘‘ The Duke "’ returns to Pine Bluff, where he finds Vesta 
has fallen in love with him because he has defended her against 
her enemies, the cattle raiders. And so they are married, 


Brownie. 
Clever dog and child in short comedy feature. 


CLEVER dog and a precocioue, though perfectly natural, 
A child are the characters around which Brownie, a short 
comedy film trade shown by European Motion Pictures, 
is written. The first part is entirely different in setting from 
the second, the two being bound together by the insertion of 
an ingenious device. In comedies allowance has to be made for 
extravagant situations, and of these the picture is full. 
Spectators will know enough of children to know that they 
do not find intense comfort in sitting down for long on a snow- 
covered kerbstone in a storm, however much they find sitting 
upon a portable stove ‘ grateful and comforting.’’ In the second 
part many of the old tricks of comedy are introduced, but what 
will attract above the fun is the performance of Brownie, the 
dog, which, except for one incident, suggests his enjoyment 
throughout, and the stolid appearance of the small boy in all 
lis mischievousness. A bright little item. 
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The Heart of the North. 


Canadian Northland story with good dual réle. 


story of * The Heart of the North,” a film of the 
Canadian Northland, shown by Artistic Films to a London 
trade gathering last) weck. It opens with the death of a 
trapper in the snow, the finding of the dying man by the priest, 
the breaking of the news to the wife lying in bed with two sturdy 


ae storm and fire each contribute their quota to the 


babes. The mother yields up her life, and the children are 
taken to the orphanage--one, the bold fighting boy, being 
adopted later by ‘t Mad "' Maupome, and the other, gentle and 
thoughtful, by Sergeant Whitley, of the Royal North-West 
Mounted, 


Twenty years clapse and the Maupeme lad has become the 
leader of a murder gang, while the other, tutored by Whitley 
(now a police captain) hus become a lieutenant in the police. 
Both these parts are taken by Roy Stewart, the dual réle being 
played with sufficient dissimilarity to make the two men appear 
different until towards the close. Sir rie Graham, an English 
M.P., and his daughter arrive at the police post under the 
Whitley's command, and the young police officer and the girl 
ride into the forest region, Here a forest fire starts, and only 
with difficulty are they able to escape the ring of fire. Really, 
this incident is not necessary to the story, but it provides an 
opportunity for thrill, as young Whitley, as he is known, binds 
the unconscious girl and her suitor, an English baronet, on to 
the horse'and, breaking it away through the ring of fire, allows 
them to escape, 


At this point there is an abrupt change in the telling of the 
story. Without warning, the other brother (Maupome) is seen 
attacking old De Brac, the storekeeper, and taking away his 
daughter. Then the police set out to capture Maupome, who 
disguises himself in police uniform. This leads to many com- 
plications, in the end the appearance of the old priest, and his 
story of the death of the mother making the men realise their 
brotherhood. They mect at the mother’s grave in a storm, a 
lightning flash fells a tree which, falling, kills the bad brother, 
and the young officer marries the Graham girl, One is left 
wondering what happens to the daughter of De Brac, the girl 


ScENE From ‘* THe Heart or tHe Nortu.”’ 


who, passionately in love with Maupome, was last seen 
imploring him, in the presence of the priest, to marry her. She 
is left, to use a military term, ‘* in the air.” 

** The Heart of the North” is, however, quite a useful picture, 
and one that will hold attention throughout, : 
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SHAFTESBURY PAVILION 
Wednesday July 12, at 3 p.m. 


The Directors of Moss Empires, Ltd., 
cordially invite the Trade and Press to 


witness the Private Exhibition of 


THE 
TRUTH 
ABOUT 
HUSBANDS 


_ Adapted from Sir Arthur Pinero’s Brilliant Stage Play 


THE PROFLIGATE, 


with 


“MAY McAVOY and Star Cast. 
EXHIBITION RIGHT CONTROLLED BY :— 
MOSS EMPIRES, LTD. 


24 DENMARK STREET, LONDON. W.C.2. 
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Three Christie Comedies. 
Entertaining littte laughter-making Gaumont productions. 


NOTHER set of three Christie Comedies were shown to 
the trade in London last week by Gaumont, and were 
voted quite up to the excellent standard reached by this 

class of film. 
laughter making, and their titles are ‘* Oh, Buddy,” 
Neal Burns and Vera’ Steadman: Sister Susie, 
featuring Dorothy Devore; and ** No Packing,’’ featuring Vera 
Steadman. ‘* Oh, Buddy” is an amusing skit on the efforts 
of an American war hero to get near a pretty girl, and Neal 
Burns certainly shines as the war here. 


The girl presides over an_ ex-soldier’s employment bureau, 


‘hey are merry little stories, witty, bright and 
They , g 
featuring 


” 


* Saving 


‘and the war hero presents himself there ostensibly in search 
of a job, but really to make love to the girl, and makes all 
Finally, 


he gets a job as butler in the girl’s home, and his strange 


manner of excuses for declining situations given him, 


antics, when receiving the guests and waiting at table, cause 
no end of fun. Among the guests are officers under whom he 
served during the war, and he avails himself of the opportunity 
to turn the tables on them. 

The whole idea of the comedy is quite original, and it includes 
several humorous scenes of the men in the dug-outs during the 
war, 


Moonlight Follies. 


Marie Prevost in a comedy burlesque. 

ARIE PREVOST as Nan Rutledge, the wild, irresponsible 
daughter of a rich man, is a decided success in ‘t Moon- 
. light Follies,’’ shown to the trade in London this week 
by the European Motion Picture Co. Her adventures during her 
rather daring flirtations represent really excellent screen acting, 
and the way she regards every man as her servile subject. is 
particularly interesting and amusing. Nan's particular lackey 

‘is Réné, a scented youth of genteel occupations. 

Overcome by despair at Nan’s flirtations, her father tells her 
to pick x husband and settle down. She promptly picks a man 
whose shadow she silhouetted the office door. 
“Trot him in,’? commanded the wilful girl. It was Anthony 
Griswold, a wealthy man, a woman hater. As he declined to 


Sees against 


ScENE FROM ‘* Moonuicut Fours.” 


make love to her, Nan made love to him, and adopted all manner 
of-ruses to win his affections. Then, suddenly, he proposed and 
Nan accepted him, but.a few minutes later changed her mind in 
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Then Griswold 
abducts her and carries her away to the mountains, where she 
roughs it a bit, but, finally, decides that ‘ta cave man "’ like 
Griswold is, after all, preferable to a scented society mannikin, 


front of her guests, causing a tremendous scene. 


Granted a girl of such a disposition allowed to have her way, 
all the rest of the events fall quite naturally into line, and very 
pleasing comedy, which should be popular, is the result. 


D 


The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. 


An eighteen-episode serial which gives Defoe’s famous 
story with important additions and alterations. 


HEN Danicl Defoe sat himself down to write that classic 
W of our childhood and cherished memory of our later 
years he did not forescve the possibility of its production 

Thus the 
a serial of 
which the earlier episodes were trade shown in) London last 


in pictorial form through the medium of the screen, 
producer of ** The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe,’’ 


SCENE FroM ‘* THE ADVENTURES OF Robinson Crusoe.” 


week by European Motion Pictures, has found it necessary to 
elaborate Defoe’s story to give it the ‘ pep’ which is thought 


to be so essential a constituent of a film. 


It cannot be denied that it has been most beautifully intro- 
duced in the earlier scenes, where Crusoe is shown in a love 
scene, leaving behind his sweetheart in charge of a friend, and 
returning later to find his old home empty, his father and mother 
dead, and his sweetheart married to the trusted friend, Later 
introductions are an alehouse squabble and fight, Crusoe’s haul- 
ing down of the Jolly Roger and subsequent putting in irons 
below deck by the crew, after some lightning sword-play against 
the mutinous crew. The wreck which caused Crusoe’s sojourn on 
the island, too, is not accomplished as Defoe imagined it, thrills 
being wrought by the device of keeping Crusoe chained in the 
hold, while the water rises and threatens to submerge him com- 
pletely. Later a mystery woman appears on Crusoe’s island 
with whom he falls in love and eventually marries, after some 
complications with his former sweetheart. Thus it will be seen 
that many additions and alterations have been effected which, 
although departing from the original story, help out the details 
of the story as Defoe wrote it. 

Robinson Crusoe is played by Harry Myers in vigorous yet 
attractive manner, and except that people with accurate memories 
may be amused at the interpolated incidents, the picture will 
muke acceptable entertainment, 
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Ten Nights in a Bar Room. 
Film having the nature of a temperance tract closes vigorously in 
contrast to earlier part of story. 

NIGHTS IN A BAR ROOM ” is the screen version 
of a novel, by Edwin Waugh, which was afterwards 
dramatised upon the American stage. Pearl Films 
were responsible for its screening in London last week. 

The picture is a variant of a story with which a previous 
generation was tolerably familiar, Joe Morgan, originally owner 
of a timber mill, has, by intemperance, lost his hold upon part 
ot it, Slade, the proprietor of the ‘* Sickle and Sheaf,’’ having 
secured the greater part of it. On the first of the bar-room 
nights, with which the picture deals, Morgan is lured to the 
tavern, made drunk, -and told that the business is a losing con- 
cern, thus being induced to part with his remaining shares. The 
sob ’? element is introduced by the small child going to fetch 
her father home from the bar-room. This continues until one 
night Morgan, spent out, accuses Slade of robbing him of his 
mill, and attacks him, Slade throwing a glass in self-defenee, It 
misses Morgan and strikes upon the head the small girl, entering 
the door at the moment. 

She is taken home and dies, whereupon Morgan ‘‘ sces red,”’ 
and, making for the ‘‘ Sickle and Sheaf,’’ attacks Slade and 
Green (his partner), driving the former.into the woods and 
Green to the crowd, which desires to lynch him. Then Green 
returns to the saloon, _the house catching fire, he is a 
prisoner. Slade, meanwhile, has’ taken to the river, and is 
escaping, on the jammed logs, when the logs are freed and the 
stream carries him away with Morgan in pursuit. A vision of 
the dead child comes before his eyes, and Morgan sets out to 
save his enemy, a pursuit fraught with peril on the rapids. He 
succeeds, and a ‘sub-title suggests that his longing for strong 
drink is cured by.a visit to the empty bed of his dead child. 

The most attractive part of this picture is that showing the 
fire and the flood. Here the picture gets a hustle on in contrast 
to the earlier part of the story, where it is slow and the senti- 
ment lacks strong fibre. Patrons who like their entertainment 
fare on the quiet side will probably enjcy this picture. “ 


66 EN 


se 


where, 


Parisette. 
Gaumont seria! with beautiful scenes and ceremonies. 
IVE of the twelve episodes of the new Gaumont serial, 
‘* Parisette,”’ were trade shown on Tuesday in London, 
- and the picturesque settings and unique scenes, together 
with some strong dramatic moments, interspersed with humorous 
events, make this picture a production of great interest and 
beauty, Particularly striking are the scenes in the Abbaye de 
elem, the foyer of the Paris Opera House, and the Carmelite 
ceremony of taking the veil, in the last named of which is a 
beautiful and striking scene showing the young nun lying prone 
upon the cross of flowers, which, symbolising her farewell to 
the world, became also her death-bed 


The story opens with the belief in the mind of 
Manoela that her grandfather, the Marquis of Costa- 
bella, has committed a murder to relieve his poverty, 


and she takes the veil in order to expiate his crime by 
unceasing prayer. Her death leaves him broken-hearted, in spite 
of his increase of wealth, and later he goes to Paris where, in 
a dancer Parisette, he sees the exact likeness of his grand- 
daughter. The two characters are played with ability by Sandra 
Milowanoff, and at this point the antics of Cogolin, Parisette’s 
uncle, are introduced, Cogolin, under his amusing exterior, is a 
really sound character endeavouring to help in many difficulties. 
Accused of robbery and murder, rather than compromise the wife 
of his employer (the manager of the bank where he is a 
messenger), he escapes, and later episodes show him in various 
disguises escaping from justice. Into all of these he introduces 
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comedy, and eventually secures the real criminal. Parisette turns 
out to be another grand-daughter of Costabella, and half-sister 
to the dead nun. 

** Parisette "’ is excellently produced, 
and, a story which is always alive. Cogolin (played by Mons, 
Biscot) is\ an attractive character, and kinema-goers will be 
wanting to see more of him, Sandra Milowanoff, who was 
formerly a star dancer of the St. Petersburg Opera, carries her 
part through with simplicity and grace. A strong human interest 
pervades the story, and this should be sufficient, with the able 
acting to sustain the interest which serials must have to. make 
them successful, 


with beautiful settings 


Whispering Women. 


A simple, homely story, with a strong juvenile interest, 
and a clever dog. 


HERE are several etfective dramatic incidents in this film, 

{ shown to the trade on Tuesday by Artistic Films, Ltd., 

although the theme is hackneyed, and possesses little of 

the original. But the interest is fully maintained throughout, 

principally by the excellent acting of the juveniles, and this 
gives the story a real charm and a place in any program, 

David Hartley, with his wife and daughter, live in the North- 

woods, where the struggle against the great spaces leaves little 


_SCENE FRoM ‘‘ WHISPERING WOMEN.” 


room for romance. The wife, who has received two letters in one 
week—a most unheard of occurrence—is made the subject of 
whispering women; but the letters were only from her outlawed 
brother, who took the usual risks to see his sister. The young- 
sters, however, take a big hand in the plot, and Bobby and Dolly 
loom large in the picture, for when the father, riding away in 
his passion, is thrown from his horse and seriously injured, it 
is the two children, transformed into boy scouts for the occasion, 
who lead the search and eventually find the sufferer, and the 
subsequent explanations lead to happiness. 

The success of the production lies’ mainly in the scenes with 
the children, and these were always pleasing and -effective, 
Indeed, considering the simple material of the story, quite a 
wonderful climax was reached in the woods in the finding of the 
injured man. Scared to death in the. forest, pursued by wolves, 
with a haunting fear of the narrowly-averted fate of Little Red 
Riding Hood, the youthful scouts, assisted by a remarkably 
clever dog, who disposed of a very savage wolf in record time, 
experience a series of lively adventures, made most effective by 
first-class production methods. Superb photography and attrac- 
tive settings will add materially to its screen values. 
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A Woman’s Confession. 

U.C.I. photoplay with average appeal. 
S it an advantage, when a film of forcign origin, with foreign 
I settings and characters, is put on the English market, to 
change the names of the characters into English ones and 
leave the picture otherwise as originally produced? A U.C.I, 
film controlled by L.I.F.T., and screened in London on Tuesday 
to the trade, prompts the question. One could not forget the 


’ 


ScENE From ‘‘A Woman's CONFESSION.”’ 


Italian nationality of Svlvia throughout, and the substitution of 
Felix Hammond for whatever name the character bore originally 
was not sufficient to Anglicise it im the slightest. The same 
remarks apply, but in a lesser degree, to the other chiet 
characters. 

The story of **A Woman's Confession ” is told by a distressed 
woman to her father-confessor, and is thus one long vision. 


” 


Sylvia is the carcless, Joan the thoughtful, of two orphan girls 
brought up by their aunt, and Julian Storm and Felix Hammond, 
architect and artist respectively, are two sportsmen introduced 
into the home. Joan marries Julian, whom Sylvia loves, not- 
withstanding an ‘* affaire ’? with Felix in the mountains. Four 
years after, at Sylvia's request, Felix visits Storm and his wife, 
and the old passion being revived, plans are made for the wife 
to run away with Felix. Here Sylvia interposes and endeavours 
to persuade Felix to vive up her sister, but he taunts her about 
‘*the purity of her love for Julian "’ and, seizing his bag, makes 
to go out. Sylvia, seeing a revolver at hand, fires, killing Felix, 
and remains silent while her sister, knocking without, eventually 
comes to the conclusion that Felix has gone without her. When 
all is clear Sylvia goes to the convent to take the veil, first con- 
Thus the beginning and end of the picture 


” 


fessing to the priest. 
are brought together, 

The characters in the play are well sustained without brilliance, 
and the story runs smoothly. The photography leaves something 
to be desired at times, but the chief t'sing calling for remark is 
the unmistakable Italian atmosphere and setting, of which one is 
conscious the whole time. It will not disappoint an average 
audience. 


His Wife. 


A Selznick picture of no outstanding merit or 
special appeal. 

EATURING Elaine Hammerstein, a Selznick picture bear- 
ing the title of ** His Wife.’ was trade shown by Pathe 
to the London trade Jast week. 

that of a society woman, who, upon her husband’s bankruptcy 


The leading character is 


and illness, turns to and earns her living, in the face of mis- 
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understanding and slander, eventually winning her husband's 
love avain. 

Elaine Hammerstein has the réle of the wife, and takes it with 
sympathetic restraint. She is seen at first holding a birthday 
party from which her husband is absent, and during the course 
of which he rings up to ask her to borrow money from a rich male 
guest to tide him over a temporary financial embarrassment. 
She refuses, and the husband fails, endeavouring to escape his 
trouble by poison, The poison does not kill him, but leaves him 
an invalid, and his wife lets their house to boarders, unknown 
to her husband. Then, while away at a sanatorium, the husband 
is led to believe that his wife is playing false and wishes to 
divorce him, the story being started by Lucille Yardley, who 
wishes to secure John Kirby for herself. In the end the 
devotion and love of the wife Margaret are revealed in their true 
proportions, and the two are reunited, 

Elaine Harnmerstein’s part, that of Margaret, is the most 
important. Lucille Yardley (Ellen Cassity), playing a lesser 
character effectively. The John Kirby of William Davidson is 
unimaginative and unemotional. 

There are two or three humorous studies among the boarders, 
one, especially, of a superficial vulgar woman, which is very 
good. The picture never reaches any very great heights, nor 
sinks below a good average line, 


A Pair of Kings. 


Larry Semon acts a kingly réle in ‘‘ tinker’s mufti.’’ 
| Pare SEMON, in a two-recler with the title of ‘t A Pair 


of Kings,’ which the London trade saw last week, 
screened by Vitagraph, has a part in which he exhibits 
his comie vift in full measure, 

An immigrant, whose passport a monkey has stolen, finds 
himself unable to leave the ship until a friendiy crane lifts him 
kicking high up in the air, and the monkey severs the rope and 
drops him with a thud near a chest on shore intended for August 
I., King of Serenia. who 
recognises the likeness upon his arrival, and asks him to take 
Thereafter, fun comes 
freely from incident and comic appearance, Larry, in’ kingly 
uniform, with the inevitable bowler, being responsible for most 
of it. 


a knighthood. 


He bears a resemblance to the kine 


>? 


his place, as a revolution is imminent. 


In the end he reinstates the exiled princess and receives 


These are but the bare bones of a story which lovers of Larry 
Semon will want to see, with all its cleverly-claborated fun, 


‘SA Parr or Krnas.”’ 


SCEENE FROM 
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FILM REVIEWS OF THE WEEK-— Continued. 


The Arizona Cat Claw. 
A typical Wild West story, full of incident of a kind likely 
to win the approval of most audiences. 
HERE is a class of audience which glories in the exploits 

i of the Wild West film, and to such *t The Arizona Cat 

Claw,”’ a Gordon Gray photoplay shown in London last 
week by Walker's Pictures, will make strong appeal. It is quite 
a good story of a familiar kind, and its incident is of the rattling 
order which depends more upon quick movement and exciting 
situations to get over than the ordinary film of life lived on more 
conventional lines. 

The incidents which go to its making may be gathered from 
the following brief summary of its action: Blossom Ruggles, the 
daughter of a prosperous ranchman, has developed the qualities 
of self-reliance and fearlessness to a degree which makes 
her respected by the entire locality. Near  Blossom's 
home lives Amelia Young, a half-witted girl who has been 
deceived by Frank Stimpson, a mining engineer, Stimpson is 
a suitor of Blossom's and a rival of Harris, a neighbouring 
rancher who is also in love with her. Not knowing Stimpson's 
real character, Blossom gives him some slight encouragement 
to annoy Harris, whom she really loves. While riding with 
Harris one day they encounter Amelia, who tells Blossom of her 
trouble with Stimpson. The man in this child of the cattle 
country comes to the top, and she sends Harris back to the 
ranch for the men while she herself pursues Stimpson, 
Finally the villain comes to a river and, skirting the bank for a 
place to cross, his horse stumbles into a marsh, 
mass of weeds, mud and water threatens to swallow both horse 
and rider. Then Harris and the cowboys arrive. A rope is 
thrown over Stimpson’s head and he is dragved to safety. His 
horse is hauled out of the mud in the same way. At the point 
cf the gun Blossom drives Stimpson back to the village where, a 
six-shooter nudging him in the back, he is compelled to marry 
Amelia. This leaves the field clear to Harris, and he catches the 
minister as he is going out and brings him back to marry 
Blossom and himself. 

Fdithe Stirling plays the leading réle with considerable vim, 
and proves herself not only a good actress, but a daring horse- 
woman, and those who enjoy an exhibition of hard riding and 
rapid movement will get their full share of both in this picture, 
which is quite a good program offering of an ordinary kind, and 
safe booking for most halls. 


Restless Souls. 
Attractive comedy in satire upon Society cult, with good 
acting by human and canine principals. 

STORY full of whimsical satire upon - certain pseudo- 

A religious cults which flourish among society women is 

that picturised under the title, ‘‘ Restless Souls,’ and 

shown by Vitagraph last week with a release date next April. 

It is adapted from Richard Harding Davis’s novel, ‘* Playing 

Dead,’’ and the result is a good picture, with bright settings and 

clear-cut characters, among which Pal, the bull-terrier, calls for 
special remark. 

The particular cult is Neo-Symbolism, and its prophet is 
Edgar Lynde Swetson, a character taken so cleverly by Arthur 
Hoyt that throughout he is the object on the part of the spectator 
of good-humoured despising. 

Lida Parkington (Francelia Billington) is a Neo-Symbolist, 
and it is due to her husband Jimmy (Karle Williams) suddenly 
observing his wife flirting with Swetson that he is put off his 
game of golf at the last hole and loses the match. The pair 
quarrel. ‘ 

The husband resolves on a scheme. He goes to a specialist and 
describes some. svmptoms he has carefully read-up so minutely 


that the. oculist declares he is going blind. Swetson 
immediately pays increased attention to the widow, to 
whom the property passes, but an old pre-nuptial © will 
is the only one discoverable, and this leaves Jimmy’s 
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The gummy 


estate to a spinster aunt, also a Neo-Symbolist. Swetson's 
affections veer round towards the spinster aunt — at 


this point, and her gushing reception of Swetson's simpering 
advances provide some really funny scenes. Kyventually Jimmy 


Varkington returns, bearded, unrecognisable except by Pal, the 
cog, and upon his recognition by the rest of the family, the wife, 
whom Aunt Maria was evicting, is overjoyed, while Swetson 
collapses, he having married Maria the previous day. 


SENE From ‘* RestiEess Sours.” 


Exhibitors can book this film with confidence. 


It has a good 
story, is well acted, and its sub-titling is clever and refreshin,. 
The almost human intelligence of the dog and his expression of 
sorrow, anxiety, and nervous expectation, have been excellently 
contrived, and any audience: will welcome the pieture whole- 
heartedly. 


The Way of a Maid. 
Elaine Hammerstein in a fine Selznick photoplay, shown 
; by Pathé Fréres. 

NHE WAY OF A MAID” is a breezy, light production, 
full of excellent comedy—in fact, a combination of 
love, lies, and laughter. Shown to the trade in Lon- 

don this week by Pathé Fréres, it was accorded a well-merited 
reception, and is sure to make a strong appeal to British 
audiences. 

Elaine Hammerstcin, as Nadia Castleton, a beautiful society 
girl, is the star in the piece, and the role of the maid is 
particularly well fitted to her abilities. 

Nadia returns to the home of her friend, Dorothy Graham, 
after winning first prize at a masquerade ball as a lady's maid, 
and is met by Thomas Lawlor, the son of a ‘* Caramel King,” 
who has returned to his apartment in an inebriated condition. 
He seriously takes Nadia for the maid, and Nadia, in playful 
mood, acts the role, telling him that her name is Marie. Meane 
while Lawlor visits his home and learns that his parents are 
preparing to move to New York, Mrs. Lawlor having social 
ambitions. Nadia finds that her fortune has dwindled to nothing, 
and accepts a position as maid to Mrs. Lawlor, She lenses her 
summer house, and Mrs. Lawlor, who is ignorant of Nadia‘s 
identity, takes the residence, Nadia being in the strange position 
of opening her own house as a maid for her employers. Tom 
Lawlor, who is madly in love with her, is still unaware of her 
identity. 

The climax comes at a bazaar when Tom catches a chance 
remark of one of Nadia’s friends. He had previously told her he 
loved her and wanted to marry her. Then, after the secret is 
out, Nadia says that ‘‘ Marie *’ cannot marry him, ‘* but Nadia 
will if he is willing.’ 
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THE TRADE IN LIVERPOOL. 


(By our own Correspondent.) 


Old Friends’ Holiday Together__Fox's Supers—North Wales Optimism—‘' The Four Seasons °— 
A Word of praise to the Local C.E.A. Secretary. 


HEN I called at) Fox's) establishment: in) Manchester 
Street last Saturday it was to find Gordon Dartnall on 
the eve of departure for a fortnight’s holiday in’ that 


charming Welsh watering place, Pwlhelli, He is being aceom- 


panied by Mrs. Dartuall and Mr, and Mrs. Fred Parker, | Mr. 
Frederick Archer) Parker, to give him his full) name, has 


interesting Mersevside associations, inasmuch as he was. for 
several vears manager of the City, now the Futurist, Picture 
House in Lime Street, and shortly after severing his connection 
with that cnterprise was appointed manager of the prosperous 
Coliseum) Ninema in The Dartnall-Parker reunion, 
particularly in such healthy surroundings as Pwlhelli, should be 


Leeds, 


a happy one. and, given fine weather, the quartette should return 
tmauch benefited by their visit, 


Fox’s Supers. 


Tn the course of a short chat I gleaned quite a lot of intcrest- 
ing information from Mr, Dartnall apropos Fox activities. He 
had just returned from oa’ five days’ conference in’ London of 
Fox’s branch managers and special representatives from all 
parts of the country, While in London these members of Fox's 
staff had the pleasure of an introduction to Mr. William Fox, 
the pushful head of the great firm, ©The branch managers and 
special representatives were also’ afforded a much-appreciated 
opportunity of viewing the first four of the giant supers which 
it is the intention of Fox's to place on the market during 19238, 
The four are ‘ Monte Cristo.” a ten-reel big feature film; 
“Nero,” Silver Wings,’? and ‘The Town that forgot God.” 
Giving his impressions of these four productions, Mr. Dartnall 
said" Toreturned to Liverpool with very different feclings from 
those I had when I went to the conference, as to the future of 
the kinema industry. As we all know, trade is in a far from 
satisfactory condition at the present time, but with pictures 
such as the quartette named I certainly think that the futree 
for the Fox Co. is bright.”’ 


‘* Silver Wings.”’ 

Mr. Dartnall has arranged a trade presentation of ‘* Silver 
Wings"? for the 11th inst., which features the great screen 
favourite, Mary Carr. During Mr. Dartnall’s absence from 
Liverpool his) duties are being performed by Mr. George 
Dickinson, Fex's special big production representative in’ this 
part of the country. 


Reynolds’ Waxworks. 

The doors of that widely-known and onee extremely popular 
Liverpool institution, Reynolds’ Waxworks, have now been 
closed to the publie, and speculation is rife as to what use the 
extensive and centrally-situated building will) be put in’ the 
futures T mention Reynolds because this was well in the van- 
vuard of the establishments in Liverpool where moving pictures 
were first exploited, and from that time onwards kinema per- 
formances have formed an outstanding item in the well-varied 
programs with which patronage was courted at Reynolds, 


North Wales Optimism. 


When I saw Mr. F. W. Ingram at the local offices of the Ideal 
Film Co. the other day, he entertained mo with an interesting 
account of a hustling three days’ visit he had made to the North 
Wales territory. Not only did he visit every town of any size 
and importance along the fifty miles’ chain of watering places 
on the Welsh coast, commencing at Prestatwn, but he had also 


Google 


made a business tour of other parts of North Wales. While, 
of course, trade is nothing on a level approaching the normal yet, 
Mr. Ingram assured me that there was a decided spirit. of 
optimism displayed by the majority of the Welsh exhibitors with 
Whomn he had come into contact. Apart from the vagaries of 
the weather, business, as far as the kinemmas are concerned, has 
certiinty taken an upward tendeney in the seaside resorts on 
the Welsh coast. and thereat proprietors and managers are much 
delighted, 


‘‘ The Four Seasons.” 

Twas further informed by Mr. Ingram that it was the intention 
of Mr. S. Rowson, the managing director of the Ideal Co., to 
visit Liverpool last Monday, this being the first time he has done 
so since Mr. Ingram assumed the reins of management of this 
branch. Mr. Rowson also proposed attending the trade show in 
the Prince of Wales Picture House on Tuesday this week of ** The 
Four Seasons. "* 


Fanrous-Lasky Shows, 

The Famous-Lasky staff were ‘carrying on’ as merrily as 
ever when I chanced into their establishment the other day. 
H. D. Nisbet was still on holiday, and had written to the Liver. 
pool manager, Auguste Denton, to say he was enjoying him- 


ray 


self immensely, but that the weather had been somewhat mixed 
up to the time of writing, On Friday Famous-Lasky had a trade 
show at the Scala of * The World's Champion.” a film featuring 
Wallace Reid, and based on the play entitled The Champion," 
by ALE. Thomas and Thos, Lowden, For the closing week a 
sereening had been arranged, for the benefit of the exhibiting 
side of the trade, of * The Man from Home.” from the play hy 
Booth Tarkington, * The Man from Home" is a George Fitz- 
maurice production, in which the principal réle is sustained by 
James) Kirkwood. | Famous-Lasky's trade presentation at) the 
Seala of ‘¢ Fools’ Paradise ° proved all that was expected, and 
afforded unbounded satisfaction to a representative assembly who 
followed the projection with the closest attention, This film is 
due for release on May 7, 1923. 


Popular Vocalist and ‘‘ Bohemian Girl.’’ 

By the-way, Mr. Furness Williams, the popular operatic tenor, 
who is a great favourite with music lovers on the Merseyside, 
took part in a trade show at the Futurist on Friday by Fuller's 
Exelusives of ‘The Bohemian Girl.’ A particularly large and 
enthusiastic audience assembled, and both picture and voealism 
were highly appreciated. Harry Cooper, Fuller's local manager, 
was cordially congratulated upon the siecess of the show, 


A Word of Praise. 

A word of praise for G. Dudley West. 
North Western branch of the C.B.A., under whose auspices the 
summer conference of the organisation was held, he has had his 
hands full of work recently, and, ino conjunction with all the 
members of the Executive Committee, is deserving of the hearty 


As secretary to the 


thanks of all concerned for the completeness and extreme variety 
of the arrangements which were made with a view to ensuring 
the enjoyment of all whose intention it was to attend the 
conference, 

The Capitol Productions Co.'s trade show of " The Cocaine 
Smugvlers ? and‘ The Producer's Brainstorm "has been altered 
te the Kinema Exchanye, Bold Street, at 3-15 pan. on July 4. 
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ALBERT E. SMITH presents 


ALICE CALHOUN 
“"THE GIRL IN HIS ROOM” 


eA 5 Keel Comedy Drama from the play by 
J. RALEIGH DAVIES. 
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ALBERT E. SMITH presents 


oak 


A Film of Action and Strong Dramatic Moments. 
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CORINNE GRIFFITH 
“A VIRGIN’S SACRIFICE” 


Trade Show at 
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MICRA GRAP Fo 


ALBERT E. SMITH presents 


ALICE JOYCE 


A Picturisation of the celebrated 
Drury Lane Drama 


“THE SPORTING 
DUCHESS” 


“THE DERBY WINNER” 


RELEASED JANUARY 8, 1923. IN 7 REELS 


A 
GREAT 
SPORTING 
PICTURE 
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ROUND THE MANCHESTER TRADE. 


THE WEEK’S ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTHERN CENTRE. 


Clarion?Again—Provincial’s Biggest—B.E.F.’s Office—A Wedding—Planet’s Super— Manchester C.E.A.— 
Milloy’s Latest—Arthur Bell—Theatre Royal—Morality’. 


. HERE svems to be a decided tendency toward optimism in 
T the outlook of both renter and exhibitor alike. 9 There 

have been a few smiling faces all the while things have 
been bad, but row they are far more numerous. Local business 
conditions are undoubtedly better and the pay-box and renting 
offices should benefit. 


The Clarion Again. 

There are many signs of the success of the old-established 
Clarion Film Agency, Ltd., under the efficient management of 
Miss Seiligman. She tells me that negotiations are on foot for 
several outstanding productions, one of which it is hoped will 
shortly be screened for trade viewing. In the meantime exhibitors 
should not overlook ‘‘ Stolen Moments,"' featuring Marguerite 
Namara, which has received high markings, and ‘* His Brother's 
Keeper,’’ a strong drama, featuring Martha Mansfield. There is 
also a fine range of two-reec] dramas. An excellent feature for 
Christmas time is ‘*‘ Once Upon a Time,” a four-recl fairy tale, 
Mr. Frank Montrose controls bookings for Manchester area and 
East Lancashire, while Mr. Reg. Grant has now been appointed 
to the Liverpool end, 


Proviucial’s Biggest Yet. 

Messrs. Carmen and Yates have had a happy cxperience since 
opening up under their new firm name. Each of their films so 
far has been readily booked right through the territory, Their 
last show of ‘‘ The Spurs of Sybil,’’ featuring Alice Brady, was 
a fine success, but they look for a tremendous welcome. to ‘' The 
‘Goddess of Lost Lake,’’ which stars the ever-popular Louise 
‘Glaum and J. J, Dowling, who was so fine in ‘*‘ The Miracle 
Man."’ This will be trade shown at the Deansgate, Manchester, 
on Tuesday, July 4, at 11 a.m., and at the Palais de Luxe, Liver- 
pool, the next day. Mr. A, Clowes is the Manchester and East 
Lancashire representative. 


B.E.F.’s Offices. 
To enable them fully to serve their numerous exhibitor friends, 
this firm has opened a district office at 103, Corporation Street, 
Manchester, Mr, Matthew Gill, having fully recovered from 
his recent indisposition, is in charge. He tells me that the 
‘Tense Moments from Great Authors '’ series has gone cxcep- 
tionally well, while he looks for big things from the half-dozen 
**Tense Moments from Great Plays,’’ featuring Sybil 
Thorndyke. . 


’ 


David Carr to Wed. 

The wedding of this popular representative of the Progress 
Film Co., Ltd., will be solemnised at the Central Synagogue, 
Cheetham Hill, on Tuesday, July 11, at 1-30 p.m. The bride is 
Raie, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 8. Covel. 


Planet Progressing. 

One of the local independent renting houses which has, even 
in these trying times, established itsclf most firmly is the Planet 
Film Co., Ltd., under the direction of Mr. ‘C. Lionel Gilling. 
The current program of 1928 releases has been most carefully 
‘selected and contains many outstanding features. But Mr. 

- Gilling considers. that in ‘t A Soul in’ Torment ’’ he has one 
of the best films for Lancashire submitted for a long time, This 
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picture stars Lucy Doraine, who was a huge success in ‘* The 
Tove Slave.’’ As this lady will appear in seyeral later films to 
be offered by Mr. Gilling, exhibitors should get in touch early as, 
judging by the good reception at last Tuesday's very largely 
attended trade show, the demand should be heavy. 


Greek versus Greek. 

This is not about the near Eastern question, but the Progress 
Co.’s latest Violet Hopson and Stewart Rome film, *t When 
Greek Meets Greek.” Mr. Tim Coop really permits himself 
verbally to enthuse over the reception of this film. = Many 
scenes were ‘shot’? in Armstrong Whitworth’s . Openshaw 
works, and the local touches should appeal throughout the 
county, The first run is at the Theatre Royal Cinema, Man- 
chester. This house is also offering three two-rcel pictures which 
have been condensed from five-reelers put out by Messrs. 
Butcher's. The new titles are ‘t Mary Girl,”’ ‘‘ As He Was 
Born,”’ and '* Good-Bye.”’ 


Harold Lloyd’s New Réle. 

Mr. H. Maxwell, of the Dispatch Co., inforrms me that there 
is a surprise for exhibitors in the Harold Lloyd comedy his firm 
will screen at the Manchester Kinema Club on Wednesday, July 
5. This film gives Lloyd scope for both pathos and fun, and-he 
is equally successful in each. There has already been a heavy 
demand. 


Another Fox Super. 

Mr. R. Sutton Dawes informs me that his company will 
screen on Thursday, July 6, at the Futurist, '* Silver, Wings.” 
This is Fox’s latest super-film, and it is claimed will eclipse 
even ‘‘ Over the Hill.’’ Mary Carr is again cast for the leading 
réle in this story of mother love, 


Bell Back Again. 

Mr. Arthur Bell tells mo he is back again with his old love. the 
Picturedrome, Widnes, where he resumed management on Mon- 
day last. He was afforded a rousing reception by an exceptionally: 
large audience. : 


Theatre Royal—A Kinema. 
Emerging from all the recent rumours regarding the future cf 
this famous house is the fact that on ‘August Bank Holiday this. 
year it will be opened as a kinema with an outstanding 
production. ae : : 


_New Address. 


Mr. Besso, of the Dillon Trading Co., wishes me to state that. 
their new address is 13 and 15, Great Ducie Street, Manchester. 


Manchester Branch C.E.A.—Increased Membership. 

At a meeting held last Friday Mr. Fred Carlton was 
gratified to be able to report an increase in membership of 25 
per cent, since the previous meeting, making the total a round 
hundred. . 

It was reported that as a result of a discussion with a deputa- 
tion of the E.T.U., members were asked ta recommend a@ 
reduction of 10 per cent. from the wages of operators and 2s. 6d. 
per week from apprentices. 

The proposed mecting with the Musicians’ Union had been: 
deferred. 

(Continued on next payje.) 
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COUNCIL. 


What is the 7 Explanation ? 


Sas important items were discussed at the usual fort. 


nightly meeting of the Cinema Proprietors’ and Managers’ 

Association of Lancashire, Cheshire, North Wales, and Isle 
of Man, which was held at the Kinema Exchange, Manchester, 
lust week. A. W. Wilkinson, president of the Association, 
occupied the chair. 

The President, in his opening remarks, complained of the 
apathy of the members in the matter of attendance, especially 
He was 
hoping to find a_ better attended mecting, and he appealed tc 
all the members present to endeavour to attend at the next 
meeting. 


on such an important oceasion as the present one, 


C.P.M.A. Ignored. 


_ A letter was read from Mr. Hill (secretary of the K.R.S.) with 
regard to the Standard Contract, and also the question of repre- 
sentation of the C.P.M.A. on the Trade Council, The purport 
of Mr. Hill's letter with regard to the latter question was that 
no such Council had been set up. The Secretary stated, how- 
ever, that the ink on Mr. Hill's letter could hardly have been 
dry when he read in the trade Press about the formation of such 
an organisation, and that Mr. Fuller had been appointed 
assistant seeretary to the body. After a brief discussion the 
secretary was instructed to write to the various organisations 
constituting this new formation, and to call their attention that 
he had been given to understand that there was no Trade 
Council in existence. The Secretary read another letter from the 
secretary of the K.R.S. (Frank Hill) with reference to the 
markiny of films, which stated that he had brought this matter 
before his Council, but that no further action had been taken 
on this question. 


The Secretary also read a copy of a letter he had sent to the 
Home Office in consequence of his having read in the trade 
Press that the C.E.A. had sent a deputation to Mr. Riding to 
discuss with him the question of a new Cinematograph Act. 
The letter drew the attention of the Home Office to the fact 
that the C.P.M.A. was in existence, and stated that the Asso- 
ciation desired to be represented at any further conferences they 
had with the trade. The usual sterotyped reply had been 
received. 


(Continued from previous page.) 

The secretary reported that an arbitration case between a 
renter and exhibitor had been eettled in favour of the latter, 
£65 having been awarded for breach of contract. 

The chairman (Mr. Stephenson) promised to attend the con- 
ference at Liverpool and bring forward various matters con- 
‘nected with the Manchester branch. 


Milloy’s Latest. 

Mr. FE. Grattan Millov announces that he will sereen 
W. W. Jacob's story, ‘* The Head of the Family,’’ at the 
Manchester Kinema Exchange on Tuesday, July 4, at 12 
noon and again at 2 p.m. Liverpool exhibitors will view 
the picture at the Trocadero on Wednesday, July 5 at 11-15 a.m. 
This latest Jacob’s story is an all-British production, and features 
Johnny Butt, Charles Ashton, and Cynthia Mortagh. 

Another picture secured for the Lancashire territory by Mr. 
Millow is ‘t Heart of the North,’? which he will trade show in 
Liverpool on Wednesday, July 5, at the Kinema Exchange at 
2-15 pan. Mr. Milloy tells me that he is opening out in York- 


Google 
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Report on Tax Abolition Activities. 


The secretary was then called upon to report upon his work m 
London and clsewhere in connection with the Entertainments 
Tax campaign, Before doing so he informed the mecting that 
the C.E.A. had done the Association the honour in inviting ther 
as guests to the conterence. He stated that he had been in the 
House of Commons during the week > owing, however, to the 
murder of Sir Henry Wilson the House was adjourned, | During 
the weck, however, there had been one step in the right direction, 
and that was that the C.E.A., the C.P.M.A., the P.FE.P.M.A., 
the London Managers’ and the Tax Abolition Committee had all 
joined forces, and a joint letter had becn sent to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer informing him of this fact, and that the joint 
body had agreed on the 124 per cent. basis of taxation. = The 
speaker then read out the clauses having reference to the Enter- 
tainments Tax which will be dealt with during the further dis- 
cussions on the Finance Bill. He had little hope, however, of 
the Entertainments Tax being disposed of until the House had 
considered the Beer Tax. 

The President reported that immediately the position with 
regard to the Tax was known, arrangements would be made for 
the Association to hold a conference at Blackpool. An attempt 
would be made to secure a big gathering of the whole of the 
exhibitors irrespective of their being members of the Assovia- 
tion or not. Mr. J. Brearley suggested that at as early a date 
as possible the Association should consider entering into a new 
wages avrecment with the employees, and after a brief discussion 
the secretary was instructed to watch the course of events with 


the C.E.A. 


A Different Venue. 


Arising out of the president’s opening remarks, a most 
interesting discussion took place. One member stated that in 
his opinion the weekly luncheons in connection with the Asso- 
ciation had not been attended latterly in consequence of a feeling 
that existed that the room where the luncheons were held was 
not at all suitable. After a very lengthy discussion the seeretary 
was instructed to bring this matter before the Executive, and 
on a resolution, which was passed unanimously, it was further: 
decided to hold their next meeting on neutral ground. The 
secretary was instructed to arrange for this meeting to be held 
in fourteen days’ time, and also arrange for a luncheon on the 
same day. 


shire and will have some very interesting news for next week's 
issue of this journal, 


‘* Morality ’’ Smashes All Records. 

Capitol’s big winner, ‘t Morality,’’ has played to capacity 
Lusiness during its run this week at the Winter Gardens 
Theatre, as a pre-release booking. At all times of the day 
the House was full, and Messrs. Harris and Saunders are 
to be congratulated upon securing such a‘ house-packer."” 
T am informed that dates on this subject are being rapidly 
filled in, and exhibitors who are feeling the slump and want to 
put before their audience a real, good picture should get in 
communication at once with this very go-ahead firm, 


“ Cocaine Smugglers.’’ 

Another of Capitol’s attractions is ‘‘ The Cocaine Smugglers,’ 
a five-reel American photoplay, was shown to the trade in Man- 
chester last week, and Messre. Harris and Saunders report that 
this film is meeting with a good reception amonust. Lancashire 
exhibitors, 
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THE TRAGEDY OF A MOTHER’S 
DEVOTION. 


Mary Carr, as Anna Webb, repeats the triumph achieved 
in “Over the Hill.” 


‘* Silver Wings,’ Fox's New Super Production, tells with great tenderness 
the story of a mother’s blind doting upon a favourite son to his 

A picture which every class of 

kinema-goer will take to its heart. 


eventual undoing. 


’ 


HERE is no mistaking the fact that in ‘‘ Silver Wings ’ 
William Fox presents a picture that rings true in 
every respect, a homely atmosphere surrounding all 

its scenes. Its humour never reaches beyond a smile at some 
childish prank, but its pathos remains tender and appealing, 
never degenerating into sob stuff for sob stuff’s sake. That 


ScENE FROM ‘‘ SILVER WINGs.”’ 


it preserves this tenderness and quict charm is due in large 
measure to the restrained yet noble.acting of Mary Carr, 
who in ‘‘ Silver Wings ’"’ strengthens the position which she 
gained in kinema patrons’ hearts in portraying a somewhat 
similar character in ‘‘ Over the Hill.”’ 


A CONVINCING CAST. 

She has, too, the support of a cast in every member of 
which one can believe. Her husband, John Webb (Lynn 
Hammond) the perfecter of a sewing machine, is the mechanic 
whom one can see in any engineering works in England or 
America by the hundred, a good workman, a thoughtful hus- 
band and father. Uncle Andrew (Claude Brook) is more 
typically American, but he, too, is a good supporting character, 
while the two sons, with their remarkable unalikeness, find 
excellent interpretation in Perey Helton and Joseph Striker. 


MARY CARR'S TRIUMPH. 

It is difficult to say in which scene Mary Carr, as Anna 
Webb, is best. We first see her busied with household 
duties, then as president of the sewing machine company, a 
diligent business woman, and later the company bankrupt, 
going back to conditions of poverty in her small room. In 
the latter part of the picture there is one scene, brief, but 


Digitized by Go gle 


filled with pathos. 
for sewing machine work ig just that elderly woman whom one 
has known moving in a world of hard reality, but living in 


Anna Webb entering the slop-shop asking 


another world altogether—the world of memory. In that one 
little appearance the actress sends a pang to the heart more 
thrilling than in any other scene in the play. 


A MOTHER'S BLIND DEVOTION. 


Anna Webb's home is a busy one, with the many duties of a 
working man’s household borne cheerfully, gracefully. | Her 
husband, after much patient endeavour, invents an improved 
type of sewing machine, for which a firm offers him $10,000. 
Anna argues that if it ig worth that sum to others it is worth 
it to the Webbs, and the family puts its savings into the 
concern, and makes it a great success, Anna’s one fault is 
the doting love of Harry, the first-born, who can do no wrong. 

As he grows up Harry seeks company more elegant than 
his own family, and his father being now dead dictates terme 
to his brother and sister, wheedling his mother into gratifying 
his wishes. He drives his sister away because she wishes to 
marry a working engineer, robs the firm of moneys, and causes 
John to take the blame so that he runs away, entertains flash 


- friends in the large house he has induced his mother to buy, 


excluding her from the party by cajolery and over-persuasion. 
Afterwards, having forged his mother's signature, he brings 
about the collapse of the business, and has to fly the country. 
Then the solitary old woman sees her weakness, alone in the 
city with her children driven away, but at length the family 
is reunited, not however until the prodigal son has tasted 
the bitter things of life to the dregs, and, rescued by his brother 
when attempting his life, is brought penitent to the old-fashioned 
mother again, 


THE POINT OF A CRISIS. 

There is one incident in the story, in which were John, the 
younger son, a different character, one would say was inartis- 
tically done, But, remembering the ‘strange, complex 
character that he is, and the result upon him of his brother's 
bullying, one cannot but admire the awkward expression by 
gesture and look of his sorrow’s intensity. It comes at the 
point when, suspected of robbing the firm, he refuses to tell 
his mother of his knowledge of his brother’s peculations, and 
submits to taunts of cowardice and blows from Harry. After 
a period of mental distress in his own room, he takes a revolver 
and steals into his brother’s bedroom to slay him, and is seen 
urging himself to the task from which his better nature shrinks, 
second after second, at length returning to his room. Mean- 
while, the doting mother, hearing sobs, proceeds to her favourite 
son's room, but the real sufferer is left to bear his distress 
alone, 

‘Silver Wings "’ ig a picture to book forthwith. There is 
no class of kinema-goer which will fail to respond to the 
human appeal which the story makes, strengthened as it is by 
fine acting and homely settings. : 
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TRADE IN THE YORKSHIRE TERRITORY. 


(By our Leeds Correspondent.) 


Making the Hill Climb An Annual Affair—Majestic Methods—Kinema 
Cricketers—Trade Events, 


HE quite remarkable success enjoved by the Yorkshire 
| Kinema Trade Pienie and Hill Climb proves again. the 
great change that has come over the business in the Broad 
Acres, For some years this was a friction centre. There were 
troubles without end— mostly within the Exchange. During the 
past vear or so a steady change has taken place, and there is now 
no happier territory—in the matter of trade relationships—in 
the country. Towards the cementing of friendships the secial 
and sporting gatherings arranged have largely contributed, and 
those who are inclined to think that the social side is interfering 
*\ pleasure before bookings kind of argument 
—are taking a short-sighted and incorrect view. Also they are 
very much in the minority. 


“ Over-the-Hill ’ Each Year? 


Rarely has a trade function proved such a pleasing success, 
Carnivals and sports events have provided happy days, but one 
doubts whether anything has given such unalloved pleasure and 
left such all-round satisfaction as this‘ over-the-hill ’ day. Mr. 
Arthur Cunningham, who acted as judze, pays a tribute to the 


with business— a 


splendid sense of camaraderie and good: fellowship and sports. 
manship that permeated the procecdings, and tells me there is 
a proposal atcot to organise a second event of the kind, Every. 
thing depended on the: weather, of course, and this proved 
favourable, but the complete success of the pienie and climb 
was such that the event ought to become an annual one. Beyond 
all doubt it must be kept in being, and all the officials. 
who staged the proceedings so capably, should get together and 
preserve the organisation, There is a general fecling that there 
must now be an annual hill climb. 


Majestic Methods. 


Great interest centres in the trade in Yorkshire in the Majestic, 
the magnificent new picture theatre in City Square, Leeds, It 
is maintaining its popular send-off, and is undoubtedly doing 
a ureat deal to.raise the standard of the kinematograph enter- 
tainment in these parts. 1 struggled into the ‘t bob ’’ seats the 
other evening in order to ascertain how ‘‘ the popular parts ’ 
appreciate the moving picture show of the higher class. There 
are those in the trade who sniff at good music. They ought to 
know better, for Mr. Leonard Denham's success at the 
Headingley Lounge should have taught them much. Still, there 
are those who say that people who go to see pictures are not 
in the moqd for music. If they go to the Majestic they will 
change their views. 


The Right Way and . 


The patrons of the more expensive seats can be left out of the 
argument. That they would appreciate the magnificent music 
of the orchestra and organ went without saying. But the people 
in the shilling sections—every seat was occupied—were equally 
delighted. The selection—from a popular opera—roused the 
audience to such applause as I have never previously heard in 
a moving picture theatre. Over their heads? Not a bit of it! 
Yorkshire has ever been a musical county. An encore was 
-essential. The Majestic is a 1922 theatre in every sense, and 
my evening on spy satisfied me that it is going to do much 
tu bring a better realisation of the artistic character of the 
kinema entertainment and of the immense possibilities of the 
new power in the amusement of the people. The Majestic, in 
short, is putting the artistry of the moving picture producer 
in a suitable frame—and that is what is lacking in many 
kinemag in the county. . 


Google 


—The Wrong, 


‘Expense may offer a handicap, but there is no doubt that 
a vood many theatres are missing patrons week by week because 
they do not help to create an atmosphere suitable to the film— 
in short, do not properly put their films over. Interest, topical, 
comic, drama, spectacular subjects, all are churned out like so 
The average exhibitor—as I view things— 
has no eve to the future, He caters for his regular patrons, 
may be, but he does little to attract new faces, to tap other 
sources, 


The Cricketers. 

The Yorkshire Kinema Cricket Club has got well off the mark, 
and has an interesting series of fixtures arranved, A match has 
recently been played with Sheficld, and this week the anglers’ 
challenge was due for attention, of whieh mere anon, 


much sausage meat, 


Trade Events. 

Swedish films have riguth a reputation for streneth of story 
and acting. In tS Love's Crucible.” offered by Gaumont’s, an 
appealing: drama is realistically: presented, the portrayal of the 
several strong characters in the production being lifelike. This 
is fine, strong fare. 

Notable subjects now on offer also include the Famous-Lasky 
production, °° The Man From Home ‘pleasing in) story and 
This should be highly popular. 

Fox have rare fare in ‘* Monte Cristo,’ which is a worthy 
example of the Fox standard. A striking picture and a big 
attraction if announced and presented in a manner worthy of 
the picture. 


-Coming Events. 

‘Hail the Woman’ is one of a series of recent successes 
from the house of Pathé Fréres, whose Yorkshire staff have had 
many inquiries for the film, which looks like making a hit. |; 

So, without a doubt, with * Dick Turpin’s Ride to York ’? Mr. 
Ralph Hanbury, of Stoll’s, can produce plain evidence of the 
popularity of this picture. When it comes we shall be much 
mistaken in Yorkshire if it does not make a sweeping success 
throughout the country. 


BYRON. PICTURE 


vetion, setting and acting. 


To be Trade Shown at the Philharmonic Hall for 
; ‘indefinite West End Run. 
ITHIN two hours of the trade show of the British 
W Screencraft Byron picture, ‘A Prince of Lovers *” last 
week, the Gaumont Company, Ltd., had been offered 
a record price for an exclusive run to commence immediately 
in the West End of London, Negotiations were completed on” 
Friday, and the picture will open at the Philharmonic Hall at 
the end of next week for an indefinite run. 

The picture will have the distinction of being the first out- 
and-out. British production to be given special exploitation in 
the West End of London. It is likewise the first British picture 
to have the distinction of being officially exhibited at a 
Conference of the C.E.A. It was shown to the delegates to 
the Summer Conference at the Midland Adelphi Hotel, Liver- ° 
pool, on Tuesday afternoon, : 7 
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HAROLD 
bhOvD'S 


5000 New STYLE Comedy 


aii YOURCELF A TREAT 
BY SEEING THIS NEW STYLE 
COMEDY — WE’VE SEEN 
IT, AND WE ENDORSE ALL 
THAT HAS BEEN SAID IN 
THE ADVANCE REPORTS 


Rarceday July<4, Scala, Liverpool, at 11-30 am. 


Wednesday July 5, Cinema Club, Manchester, at 3 p.m. 
Monday July 10, Cinema House, Glasgow, at 11 a.m. 


. oY be FILM SERVICE I™ (GEN MAN. SAM PHILLIPS) 
: & ct lea gt WI. Hone. REGENT. 5734/8. 
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EXHIBITORS’ TRADE REVIEW, 
iia eos shnetien Lloyd 
Comedy His Best. 


“Grandma's Boy in my opinion, 

reatest comedy Harold Lloyd has 
evel produced, and it is safe to say that 
when it is released this picture will be 
hailed by public and critics alike as one 
of the greatest comedies ever made.” 

This is the substance of the first 
criticism written on Harold Lloyd's | 
next feature It is the verdict of 
Verne C. Wickham, of the Long 
Beach, Cal., Press. 

In the April issue, Wickham wrote : 

ae Harold Lloyd’s latest comedy, 
Grandma's was pre-viewed last 
night at ’s Theatre before a 

ywded . 

For fully ten minutes at the con- 
clusion of the showing the house was 
in an uproar, and the first vaudeville 
act had to make several attempts be 
fore it could start its performance. 

“ Grandma’s Boy is a fiwe_ reel 
comedy. The plot itself has some 
fine dramatic possibilities. 

‘Grandma’s Boy is, in . my 
opinion, the greatest comedy Harold} 
Lloyd has ever produced.”’ ; 
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MOTION PICTURE NEWS, 
May 13, 1922. 


Robt. E. Sherwood Lauds? 


** Grandma's Boy.” 


Robert E. Sherwood, the well- 
known motion picture critic of ‘ Life,’ 
was treated to a preview of the 
newest Harold Lloyd feature, 
‘Grandma’s Boy,’’ the other day, 
and was so pleased that he wired a 
review back to his publication. 

Mr. Sherwood’ comments on 

Grandma’s Boy were printed in 
** Life ’’ on April 27th. He wrote: 

** Lloyd has many splendia 
comedies of lengths—from 
one reel up; but he has never done 
anything better than this. It is, at 
time, his most ambitious 
work and his finest. He has told a 
that is funny and dramatic and 
contains an unobtrusive but very 


made 
varying 


the same 


story 
that 
definite idea. 

‘Grandma’s Boy’ is one of those 
raré ‘pictures that can be Tecom- 
mended to everyone, big or little, 
youthful or aged,”’ 
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WELOn, PEAKOON © CO... LID: 


(Members of the British National Film League) 
present 


BETTY BALFOUR 


Supported by a brilliant cast including :— 


M. A. WETHERELL, LILIAN CHRISTINE, 
DONALD MACARDLE, CYRIL PERCIVAL, 
BRYAN POWLEY and MINNA _ GREY. 
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WEE MACGREEGOR’S SWEETHEART 


By J. J. BELL and GEORGE PEARSON. 


DATES OF PROVINCIAL TRADE SHOWS 
WILL BE ANNOUNCED SHORTLY 


THE FILM PRODUCED BY GEORGE PEARSON. 


TO BE RELEASED BY JURY'S ON APRIL 30, 1923. 


DINNA’ FORGET. 
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The Greatest Topical Sporting Drama 
Ever Produced. 


EXHIBITORS: —See this certain winner at your local 
Trade Show, book the film, go 
tight out and advertise, then cash in 
and you will think you are back in 


the good old boom-days. 
—A, G,G. 
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GRANGERS 


PRESENT 


PORIIN 
DOUBL 


TRADE SHOWS: 


LONDON.—New Gallery Kinema, Thursday, July 6, at 11-30 a.m. 
GLASGOW.—New Savoy Theatre, Thursday, July 6, at ll a.m. 

BIRMINGHAM —Futurist, John Bright Street, Tuesday, July 11, at 11 a.m. 
LEEDS.—Cinema Exchange, Tuesday, July 11, at 11-40 a.m. 

LIVERPOOL.—Scala, Lime Street, Wednesday, July 12, at 11-15 a.m. 
SHEFFIELD.—Tivoli Cinema, Norfolk Street, Wednesday, July 12, at 11 a.m. 
MANCHESTER.—Futurist, Peter Street, Friday, July 14, at 11 a.m. 

NOT TINGHAM.—Picture House, Friday, July 14, at 11 a.m. 

CARDIFF.—Cinema Exchange (No. 2 Theatre), Tuesday, July 18, at 3 p.m. 
BRISTOL.— Queen's Picture House, Peter Street, Wednesday, July 19, at 11-15 a.m. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.— Stoll’s Tyne Theatre, Westgate Rd., Thursday, July 20, 
at 11-15 a.m. 
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GRANGER- gates 

DAVIDSON fee 
PRODUCTION! 


Produced by 
ARTHUR ROOKE 


Photography by Leslie Eveleigh. 


Introducing actual scenes 
of the 1922 Football Cup | — 
Final (Huddersfield Town v. |. 
Preston North End), and |s 
the 1922 Derby. 


including NOW BOOKING! 
JOHN STUART, 
DOUGLAS MUNRO “A 
TERRY CAVANAGH, 
TOM COVENTRY, ’ 
MYRTLE VIBART, BACHELOR'S 
and LILIAN DOUGLAS 
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soreur™ A CHAPTER CLOSED: 
PICTURES FOR 


EB. 
9 THE TRAD 
TO We “A Pauper Millionaire,” shown with such 


conspicuous success to the "Trade last Friday, 
“Ideal” completes the programmes upon which 
it has teen at work for more than two years. 


HE. firm was never enamoured of the advance or 
block-booking system, and only embarked reluctantly 
upon it at a late date, and under sheer stress of trade 
necessity. 


AVING completed its task, however, it can claim 
with pride that it has faithfully fulfilled its bargain 
with the Trade, and produced a series of films which 
can rank with the best in studio art. 


ND now that chapter is closed—and a new one has 
opened. The new times demand new methods. 


HIESE altered conditions the “Ideal” is now 
setting out resolutely to meet, and it has pleasure in 
announcing the first of the new-time pictures—a 
series of Denison Clift Art Productions, beginning with 
“A BILL OF DIVORCEMENT,” Miss Clemence 
Dane’s celebrated play, and “ MARY QUEEN OF 
SCOTS,” one of the greatest tragic romances in history. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


A NEW ONE OPENED. 
THE NEW TIME. 


BILL OF DIVORCEMENT” is now under way. 
In order that the cast may be fully worthy of this quite 
exceptional production, “ Ideal” has engaged Miss Fay 
Compton to play the part of Margaret Fairfield, and has 
been fortunate enough to induce Miss Constance Binny, 
one of the most accomplished “stars” the United States 
has produced, to play the role of Sydney Fairtield. 


“4 ARY QUEEN OF SCOTS,” too, is already in 
preparation. Both this and “A Bill of Divorcement”’ 
will be produced by Mr. Denison Clift, of “ Diana of 
the Crossways’ and “ A Woman of No Importance”’ 
fame. Announcement of further productions will be 
made in due course. 


LL these new-time pictures will be characterised by the 
masterful direction and finished artistry which ave alone 
of any use to exhibitors to-day. 


IN the task upon which it has embarked, the “ Ideal” 
is confident that it can rely upon the ardent co-oreration 
of the Trade. 


HE “Ideal” will do its bit, It is for exhibitors 
to do theirs ! 


NEW YORK AGENTS: Far East Film Cor., 729 Seventh Avenue, New York. 
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© William Fox Some a 
presents 


WILLIAM FarNUM 
"Shackles 
Gold i 


From the famous sta age Success 


“SAMSON” 
by Henri Bernstein 


Directed by Herbert Brenon 
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Torchy 


Comedies | 


Brilliant, 
Breezy, 


Brainy, 
Bright 


TORCHY COMEDIES 
RELEASED ONE A 


FORTNIGHT FROM ee 
TORCHY the office boy who has 
OCTOBER _ 26, 1922. tickled a million ribs. 


A TRADE SHOW OF 


Torchy Comes Through, Torchy’s Millions 
and Torchy in High, 


will be held at 


The Cinema Exchange, Manchester, July 4 at 3 pm. 
ALSO 


TEN NIGHTS IN A BAR ROOM 
and TORCHY, the first Torchy Comedy. 


will be shown at 


Manchester: The Futurist Theatre, Peter St., Tuesday July 4, at 11am. 
Liverpool: The Futurist Theatre, Lime St., Wednesday July 5, at 11am, 


PE ARL FILMS, LIMITED, 
86-88 Wardour Street, W.1. 


* 
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The oOreatest 
heart interest 
drama the world 
has ever known 


ay 
=wN 


———-~ 


Foreign rights controlled by 


starring Arrow Film Corporation. 


- John Lowell and 
Baby Ivy Ward 
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aaa 
An Original and 


Outstanding film 
you MUST view. 


“THE GODDESS 
OF LOST LAKE” 


THE STARS— LOUISE GLAUM 


and 


J. J. DOWLING 


(of “Miracle Man” fame) 


and others. 


THE STORY— Combines delightful drama with 


sweet sentiment and _ thrills 


TRADE SHOWS— 


MANCHESTER: LIVERPOOL: 


Deansgate Picture House, Palais De Luxe, Lime St., 
Tuesday July 4, Wednesday July 5, 
at 11 am. at 11 a.m. 


YOU are invited by— 


PROVINCIAL PRODUCTIONS, 


Telephone: 7695 Central. 
39 Blackfriars Street, 


MANCHESTER. 
eae aa ee a i ge ee mT 
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A COMEDY OF THE LONGSHORE. 


A W. W. Jacobs’ story with characters just as 
the novelist invented them. 


“ The Head of the Family’’—a picture that will keep p:cture-goers 


roaring with laughter at its quaint characters and 


amusing situations. 


W. JACOBS, whose quaint waterside and seaport 
W. characters have given so much pleasure to magazine 
and book readers for so many years, must be highly 

gratified with the way in which his story, which was screened 
last week with the title of ** Head of the Family,’’ for the 
London trade, was presented. — Artistie Films were responsible 
Manning Haynes, who 
directed, Frank Grainger, who photographed, and everyone of 


for its showing, and all concerned, 


the plavers deserve congratulations on the excellent result 


obtained, 


THE GREED OF GREEN. 
Mr. Green is Mrs. Foster's second husband, having married 
Foster. 
owing to frequent visits to the alehouse, he seeks to replenish 
Foster's first husband 


her little home as well as Mrs. Funds running low, 


them by selling the furniture, which Mrs 


’ 


THe Hap or THE Faminy.’ 


SCENE FROM “* 


But: Jack had not 


drowned, and = so 


had bequeathed to their son Jack. been 
and 
when the furniture van is due to arrive Mrs. Green goes out 
on to the pier to ease her grief. Here enters Robert Letts, 
a young sailor who has been sacked his ship for bad cooking— 


heard of for years, Was presumed 


to wit, making a salad and using lamp oif as one of the con- 
stituents. He sits down by Mrs. Green’s side, and hearing 
her story decides to aid her by becoming the lost son Jack, 
the appearance of Betty, the daughter, strengthening his 


conviction of sonship. 


THE RIVAL LOVERS. 


Accordingly, back to the cottage they go, and the evicted 


furniture is put back again, much to Mr. Green's chagrin, 
The new stepson takes Green's armchair by the fire, and 
Green finds himself an‘ also ran.’? Then there arrives 


Betty's man, Widden, of the Prudential, a 
character taken with real success by Bertie White. He is a 


young Henry 


Digitized by Go ( gle 


slightly built, effeminate person, and the brother, feeling anxious 


as his ‘t sister's guardian, gives him an object lesson in love- 
making, the realism of which is somewhat disturbing to the 
Prudential 


Letts upon his watch opens Betty's eves, but the quarrel is 


gentleman, = The discovery of the name of Robert 
soon made up, and Widden is given his right-about, with the 
Hence Widdea 


gives up the insurance business and is next seen in guernsey and 


remark by Betty that she must marry a sailor, 


peaked cap getting Lett’s old job as cook on the little sailing 
ship, while Letts and Betty married keep Mr, Green in subjection, 
the former by sending Green to sea, whither he has never 
been before, in spite of his nautical appearance. 


TYPICAL LONGSHOREMEN. 


Mr. Green, and 
His like 
within 


the 


seen 


Johnny Butt 
Jongshoreman to the 


plaved the part of 
life. 
standing loutside--when he is not 


was 
heavy may be 
any -public-house 
along the Thames-side or at any seaport; not given to speech 
To see Mr. Green, 


when he is eventually made to vo fishing, in the panes of sea- 


nor to work—at least, with any enthusiasm. 


sickness is a scene tco comic to describe. Our illustration 
gives some idea of Mr. Green's discomfort. Of Mr. Widden 


we have spoken, and the other characters are typical to a 


degree. The old skipper stumbling up the companion way, 
handkerchief to his mouth, after a taste of the salad, old Mark 
Sanders staggering up to the cottage to help Green evict Letts, 
that 
Letts is his stepson that was drowned nine years ago, the 


the surprise of captain and mate when told by Green 


precious Widden tossing paneakes to the amazement of the 
rest of the 
moments in a picture which is always running on scenes of 


crew—these incidents stand out as ecintillating 


hu nour, 


SETTINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHY. 


The settings are in harmony with the characters and the 
story, breezy, homely, full of that quaint charm of the water- 
One, however, the 
showing Robert Letts and Betty Foster walking in the wood- 


side. calls for special remark, scone 
Innd, where their happiness turns their winter into” spring 


blossom time. A clever bit of photography is that) giving 
Green's impressions after his sea trip with the houses and 
street rocking like the sea, 

Kinema-gocers fond of a hearty Jaugh will) get it in good 
measure, and sober-siders will be chuckled out of their reserve 


by this film. It should be booked forthwith. 


MAKER TO THE 


or LANTERN SLIDES trace 


Speciality :—ILLUSTRATED SLIDES IN BULK FOR 


FILM RENTERS and PROPAGANDA WORK. 
IGNATIUS DOFF, Gladiator Works, Chorlton-cum-Hardy 5 
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TRADE IN THE MIDLANDS. 


(By our Birmingham Correspondent.) 


A Slight Improvement—A Brief Career—Welcome News—A Vitagraph Change—‘' Monte Cristo ’— 
”* Stoll’s Latest_An Ideal Pair—A Butcher Note—A Worthy Trio. 


business meagre, exaibiters in the Birmingham area 


Wes rome Midland renters’ travellers continue to find ‘ Monte Cristo.” 


welestucd a slight improvement in attendance towards 
the last The settlement of the engineerin 
dispute, which resulted in-a good wurmber of men returning to 
wark, 
being datrly well patroni-ed on what are generally regarded as 
the popular evenings cof the week, The return of showery 
weather also assisted in increasing box-office returns at many 


halls. 


close of week, 


Was the main cause for some of the suburban kmemius 


A Brief Career. 

For lack uf support from advertisers, that bright little official 
ergan of the Birmingham Bulldogs and Kinema Club has tem- 
perarily ceased publication, The trade slump prevents Midland 
renting firms taking space therein, and after a nine weeks’ carver 
it made its last appearance on the 23rd ultimo until September. 


Welcome News. 

The many friends of Mr. Maurice Mitchell, of Mitchell's 
Exclusives, will welcome the news that be is going along nicely 
after his operation. Ina letter to the secretary of the Birming- 
ham K.RS. last week-end Mr. Mitchell stated that the doctors 
thousht he would have sufficiently recovered to leave the nursing 
heine at Moseley in a fortnight’s time. 


A Vitagraph Change. 

Calling at the Birmingham cffice of the Vitagraph Co. [ was 
surprised to hear that Mr. Win. Cutting had returned to Lendon 
to rejoin the head office staff. When he came to the Midlands 
wo vear or so ago he engaged as his first-lieutenant Mr. TH. A. 
Winwood, who is well-known in local trade circles. Defore going 
to Vitayraph’s Mr. Winwsod was outside representative for 
Jury's in the Midlands, and his friends have heartily congratu- 
lated him upon being chosen te succeed Mr. Cutting as Midland 
manager. He hopes shortly to announce another sparkling 
comedy by Mr. Jesse Robbins, the producer of * Too Much 
Another 
° which 


Business,’ for which he has reecived many inquiries, 
fortheoming attraction will be ‘ The Wild Trish 
is duing enormous business in the States. 


tose, 


’ 


On Tuesday next at the Scala Theatre, Birmingham, Mr. C. 
Myers will trade show the Fox production, ** Monte Cristo,’? the 
adaptation of Dutnas famous novel. Ere long he will invite 
loval exhibitors to the screening of that fine spectacular dramua, 
“Nero,” while in the near future a new series of Lupino Lane 
comedies will be on offer. 


Stoll’s Latest. 


Mr. C. Solomon, of Stoll’s, is having a busy time with the 
Prince of Wales Indian Tour feature, He reports record book- 
ings in the Midlands on ‘The Agony of the Kagles,’? and 
anticipates that ‘ Dick Turpin’s Ride to York ’? and the A. EB. 
Coleby racing drama, ‘ Long Odds,"’ will prove great draws 
despite the trade slump. 


An Ideal Pair. 


Mr. Haroid Buodson has fixed the trade shaw of Ideal's latest 
interest feature, ** The Four Seasons,’ for the third Friday this 
month at New Street Picture House. Tle hopes to give exhibitors 
definite news of “A Bill of Divorcement.’”? Other forthcoming 
offerings include a series of two-reel dramas and Campbell 
comedies. 


A Butcher Note. 


Mr. Leo Edgar, of Butcher's, reports good bookings on ‘* When 
Greek Mects Greck,”’ the first run in Birmingham having been 
secured by Mr. Charles Williams for the Scala Theatre, A fort. 
night hence he will invite exhibitors to the. trade show of S. Re 
Crockett’s Scottish “The Lilag Sunbonnet,’? which 
features Joan Morgan and Warwick Ford. 


story, - 


A Worthy Trio. 

Mr. Frank Leedham states that the Allied Artists’ Corporation 
will shortly be offering three powertul features, These will be 
“One of the Bloods (Douslas Fairbanks), ‘* Molly O° (Mabel 
Normand), and ‘A Doll's House" (Nazimovay. By the way, 
Douglas Fairbanks’s features, ‘The Nut’ and ‘ The Three 
Musketeers, last week gave a decided fillip to business at the 
Futurist and New Street Pieture Houses respectively. 


CARL LAEMMLE NOT TO VISIT 
LONDON FOR SOME 
WEEKS. 


But European Motion Picture Co.’s Plans not 
Affected. > 


“UE to a sudden nervous breakdown while en route to 

England aboard the steamship Majestic last week. Mr. 

Carl Laemmie, president of the Universal Film Manu- 
facturing Company. was forced to change his pling and to dis- 
embark at Cherbourg en Southern France. Mr. 
Lacmimle had planned to spend considerable time in’ London 
working out plans for the distribution of the Universal pro- 


route to 


Google 


duct with Mr. Edwin J. Smith, meanaving director of the 
European Motion Picture Company, Ltd., Universal's distribu- 


tors, 
Edwin J. Smith Goes to France. 

According to wireless advices received front Mr. Taemimile by 
Mr. Sinith, Universal’s chief was advised by physicians aboard 
not to risk the Channel voyage, and was further convinced that 
Additional 
dispatches informed Mr. Laemmle's representatives in’ London 


acrest in Southern France was absolutely essential. 


that he would stay in Southern France until he was completely 
rested and thoroughly fit. at which time he will come to London 
for a protracted sty. 

Mr. Laemmle's absence from London will not affect the opera- 
tion of European, for Mr. Smith deft} London on Friday last 
te join Mr. Laenonle for several days, during which time. and 
against: the doctors’ order?, Mr. Lacmmie discussed business 
matters with Mr. Smith. 
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“Truth is stranger than fiction. 


INCORPORATED BRITISH RENTERS, Ltd. 


171, WARDOUR STREET, 


Have pleasure in announcing that its rirst purchase is 


The B. & GC. Series of Twelve 
Tense Historical Dramas, 


FOUNDED ON AUTHENTIC RECORDS. 
FEATURING WELL-KNOWN BRITISH STARS. 


NOW R&ADY— 
MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS Starring Cathleen Nesbitt 
THE GREAT TERROR 


HENRY VIII AND HIS WIVES 
Starring Lauderdale Maitland and Janet Alexander 


Written by ELIOT STANNARD. 
Produced by EDWIN GREENWOOD. 


Malvina Longfellow 


This Series consists of six two-reel and six one-reel dramas, and are FEATURES 
carrying lavishness of setting and publicity equal to any five and six-reel productions. 


RESERVE YOUR DATES FOR FILMS ENTIRELY 
NOVEL, ORIGINAL, TENSELY DRAMATIC 
‘AND PURELY BRITISH. 


Trade Show will be Announced Shortly. 
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ROMANCE OF HISTORY. 
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Yucorporated British 
Renters gon Limited 
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Moving Pictures 


FOR THE 
BRITISH 
MARKET: 
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— 
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| 
{THE BENDON TRADING CO 


P. BENDON 
of 


NORTHERN MUTUAL FILM 
yj 


( (Director) 


ie (Director) 


ERP Re SS SESS 


TERRITORIAL CONTROLLERS 


London and the South: Scotland - Sceuth Wales. 
RENTERS LTD. THE BENDON TRADING CO. PARAGON FILMS LTD, 
171 Wardour Street, London, W.t. 132 West Nile 35 Charles Street,Cardiff. 


Yorkshire 
CLARION FILM AGENCY LTD, MERCURY FILM SERVICE, 
12 Cannon Street, Manchester. Mill Hill, Leeds, 
Midlands 
SOVEREIGN EXCLUSIVES LTD., 
97 John Bright Street, Birmingham. 


Street, Glasgow, 


Lancashire: 


NORTHERN MUTUA 
65 Thornton Street, Ne 4 
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THE FOUR NORTHERN COUNTIES. 
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(By our Newcastle Correspondent.) 


The Race Holidays—Gaumonts’ Smart Work—The Breaking Dawn—Renter’s Business. 


HE Race Holidays, which is the principal vacation of the 
year, so far as Tyneside and the North are concerned, 
took place last week. Renters found business dull, and 

many of the houses were closed for two or three half days to 
enable the staff to secure a little receeation. The sporting 
clement in the trade, as was to be expected, wended thetr way 
to Gosforth Park to see the races. Waried fortunes favoured 
the film followers of the sport of kings, but. nevertheless, one and 
all who were able to get to the races voted that they had a good 
time. 


Gaumont’s Smart Work. 

A smart piece of work was performed by the Newenastle staff of 
the Gaumont Film Co., who had the exclusive rights for the 
film for the Northumberlind Plate race, the principal event ef 
the Race week at Gosforth Park. The film was brought from 
the course by means of a special motor car to the company's 
hendquarters in’ Newcastle, where it: was developed and. titled. 
At night it was serecned ab Murton, the New Pavilion, New- 
castle, the Stanhope, and the Raby Picture Halls, and also at 
the Benshium Picture House, Gateshead. At most of these 
places the film was shown at tho first house, Included in the 
picture are scenes of the crowds on the course, the parade of 
the horses, the start, the race in progress, and the scene at the 
winning post, showing Double Hackle victorious, with Juniso 
and Ballyheron close up. 


The Breaking Dawn. 


As intimated in these notes last week, a large number of halls 
in the Northern territory have been forced to close through trade 
depression and other causes. Iain informed, on good 
authority, that the K.R.S. are considering the question of some 
joint arrangement between the exhibitors and the renters to 


micet the emergeney of the above-mentioned halls. The prevalent 
opinion, however, is that the crisis is practically over, as the 
lock-out in the engineering industry has ended, and the men 
are gradually being engaged in the various works, Thus 
exhibitors are taking a brighter view, 


First Run Fixed. 


The first of the British National Film League pictures, ° When” 


Greek Mects Greek’ handled by the Butcher Filmi Service, so 
Mr. Walker, the agent, informs ome, has been extensively 
booked. The first run for Newcastle has been fixed up for the 
New Pavilion. 


Vitagraph Business. 
Mr. E. Thompson, the local manager for the Vitagraph Co., 


finds that the popularity of the Larry Semon comedicos still con- 


tinues. Amone his forthcoming features are some notable films, 
including ** Restless Souls.’ 0 The Girl in’ His) Room.’? and 
“The Virgin's Sacrifice,” which will be trade shown in’ the 
above order during the next few weeks. 


‘* Bachelor's Baby.” 


This film. which is the second of the British National Film 
League program, and handled by the House of Granger, 
attracted a good crowd to the local trade shew, and Mr. William 
Walker, the representative of the firm. was successful in fixing 
up quite a number of dates. 


‘* Under Suspicion.’’ 

The feature of the business at) the Neweastle office of 
Walturdaw's last week was the large number of inquiries that 
had to be dealt with for the film, ‘ Under Suspicion.” 


“INTOLERANCE” REVIVED. 


Cablegram from D.W.G. read at first re-screening 
in London. 
D W. GRIFFITH has chosen an opportune moment to 


revive his aasterpiece, ‘ Intolerance.” Dealing 

with the result of senseless intolerance from the 
period of the fall of Babylon to the time when this photoplay was 
first: produced —1914-1915 it) shows the result: of interference 
with the rights of the people in all ages. 

A cable inesstge from Mr. Griffith, read on Monday at the 
West End Cinema, Leieoster Square, after touching on the state 
of affairs in Ameriea, referred to the murder of Sir) Henry 
Wilson as a ‘St perfect and) perfectly horrible example of the 
possibilities of senseless intolerance.” The scenes dealing with 
the fall of Babylon in this picture are stupendous, and the 
thought and Jabour that must have been expended in) evolving 
them, together with the wonderful control and filming of the 
vast crowds, make this one of Mr. Griffith's evreatest successes. 
The seenes in the Holy Land are also beautiful in the extreme, 

The chief parts are in the hands of Mae Marsh, Constance 
Talmadge, Lilian Gish. and Robert) Harron, and. necdless to 
sav, the acting is all that can be desired, It must be remem. 
bered, however, that since this filrn was taken, & years ago, 
technique and photography have made great strides. Notwith- 
standing this, ‘S Intolerance ” 
Griffith's greatest and most wonderful productions, 


must always rank as one of Mr. 
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SUNDAY KINEMAS AT SOUTHEND 


Long Discussion Ends in their Favour. 


FTER a lengthy meeting of the Southend Town Council, 

A at which many protests from: religious bodies were read, 

it was decided to grant a licenee to the Rivoli kinema 

to permit a kinematograph show on Sunday evenings between 

Rand 10 celoek. 

Councilior Howard said aominister of one of the churches who 

protested against this licence had admitted to him he would 
rather people went to kinemas than to publie-houses. 


Alderman Senier believed it would be for the good of the 
town. At Brighton, where the conditions were much as at 
Southend, the question had been a vexed one. Kinemas were 
open at Brighton ona Sunday, and Sir William: Gentle, late Chief 
Constable, had said that mamy of the voung residential popula- 
tion had, prier to the opening of kinemmas, appeared only to 
obtain enjoyment ino the streets and open spaces. 


Before the opening of the picture theatres it was a frequent 
occurrence to find young people taken to the police station 
under very unsatisfactory circumstances, and complaints, too, 
were frequently made of disorderly conduct in the streets: but 
after these theatres had been opened the appearance of young 
people at the various stations, compulsorily or otherwise, was 
a novelty. 


bi Le et incase, ceased! 2 
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Gs 2 eee 
LUCY DORAINE 


has been proved one of the 
FOREMOST EMOTIONAL — 
ACTRESSES in films to-day 
by her fine reception at both 
LONDON and MANCHESTER 
Trade Shows in 


A SOUL 
IN TORMENT 


One of the greatest dramatic, 
thrilling, gripping, and 
interesting films of to-day; a 
picture worthy of the artiste. 


LIVERPOOL EXHIBITORS 
should make sure of viewing 
personally, or having it seen 
for them at 


THE TROCADERO, 


LIVERPOOL, on 
THURSDAY JULY 6, 


at 11 a.m. prompt. 


GILLINGS KINEMA ENTERPRISES, 
SE SN CHAMBERS, 5 CASES STREET, <= 


LIVERPOOL. ‘Phone—Royal 4373, 


Google 
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SMASHED ALL 
RECORDS 


AT THE WINTER GARDENS, 
MANCHESTER, 


LAST WEEK. 
CAPITOL PRODUCTIONS, LTD. 


(S. Harris : A. J. SAUNDERS : R.O. ROTHWELL), 


49 DEANSGATE, MANCHESTER. 
Telephone: City 3693. Wires: ‘“ Colplay,’ Manchester. 
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THE BEST W. W. JACOBS’ YET, conden trade stow 


opinion of 


AND . A REAL SUPER ° “ Artistic’s” latest. 


LANCASHIRE’S OPPORTUNITY. 


Manchester : — | THE 


pn ric Head of the F amily 


Cinema Exchange, 
12 noon & 2 p.m. W. W. Jacobs’ Story. 
featuring 


JOHNNY BUTT, 
CHARLES ASHTON, 
CYNTHIA MORTAGH, 


“ Artistic” All-British Production. 


Liverpool : nie 
Wednesday July 
eae i Heart of the North 
Jacobs’ Film. featuring . 
Cinema Exchange, ROY STEWART & 
ee LOUISE LOVELY. 


‘ Heart of the North.” 


Lancs. Cheshire, North Wales & Ireland Controlled by : 


E. GRATTAN MILLOY, 


28, DEANSGATE ARCADE, 
MANCHESTER. | 


Google 
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“THE ROMANCE OF HISTORY” 


B. & C. Series Purchased by Incorporated 
British Renters, Ltd. 


R. EDWARD GODAT, informs us that the B. & C. series 
M of tense historical dramas, entitled ‘* The Romance of 
Fiistory,’’ has been purchased for the United Kingdom 

by Incorporated British Renters, Ltd. 
six one-reel and six two-ree] subjects dealing with events, mostly 


This series comprises 


drawn from English history, and comprising episodes which 
proved to be epoch-making for the countries in which they 
occurred. There will be a star in each film, but particular 
attention is being paid to the actual appearance of the various 
characters, and the artistes have been chosen as much for their 
likeness to the originals as for their acting ability and name 
value, 


Pictures Already Produced. 

The pictures already produced are ‘* Mary, Queen of Scots,”’ 
and a story dealing with the French Revolution, ‘‘ The Great 
Terror.’’ The film in course of production deals with ‘* Henry 
VIII. and His Wives,”’ and is divided into three episodes—a two- 
reel picture dealing with Henry VIII., Katherine of Aragon, 
Anne Boleyn, and Jane Seymour—a one-reel picture, ‘* The 
Unwanted Bride,’’ portraying Anne of Cleeves—and a two-rcel 
drama dealing with Henry VIII., Katherine Howard, and 
Katherine Parr. 

In view of the fact that so-called ‘‘ British History ’”’ has been 
produced with foreign colouring in America, Spain, Italy, 
France, and Germany, it is just as well that a British company 
should make this effort to give entertainment value with tense 
drama, truthfulness, and enlightenment, eliminating all padding, 
keeping to absolute faets—which we hope will prove to the full 
that ‘‘ Truth is stranger than Fiction.’’ The actual exterior 
settings, the British Museum records, and the company’s inten- 
tion to deal truthfully with matters, are assets which foreign 
producers do not possess. 


A Co-operative Renting Enterprise. 

No greater tribute can be paid to the B. & C. enterprise, ‘‘ The 
Romance of History,’’ than for this series to be the first purchase 
of the new renting company, The Incorporated British Renters, 
Ltd. This new renting house comprises several distinct dis- 
tributing concerns and is an entirely new departure in British 
film exploitation, inasmuch as each component part of the 


organisation is a well-known established territorial renter, and 
the directors of each constitute the board of the new company. 
The territorial renters comprising this organisation are: Lanca- 
shire, Clarion Film Ageney, Ltd.; Midlands, Sovereign Ixelu- 
sives, Ltd.: South Wales, Paragon Films, Ltd.; Yorkshire, 
Mercury Film Service; Scotland, The Bendon Trading Co.; 
and Four Northern Counties, Northern Mutual Films, Ltd. 

By such co-operation it is hoped that wider and more effective 
bookings, due to the local knowledge of each component factor, 
ure possible: and that each unit having a finger on the pulse of 
the public in its respective territory, and its consequent ability 
to gauge the potential appeal of the subjects handled, will obtain 
the best results from same. Furthermore, the full agreement of 
each member of the board on the purchase of the subject is the 
best gauge as to the value of that subject as a U.K. booking 
proposition, 


Effective Exploitation. 


The success of this co-operative movement, which, after all, 
must be the basis of the film industry, not only in exploitation, 
but in the exhibition and production of the picture, will hail a 
new era in British film enterprise. The fact that this British 
renting company, composed as it is of British territorial renters, 
has decided as its first venture to purchase a British series of 
films and such series to be of, mainly, British history, should 
be a sign to those who are always ready to decry such efforts 
and enterprises at a time when the industry is passing through 
a very difficult, stuge of its existence. 

The picture in progress at the B. & C, studio this week is cf 
Henry VIII. and his wives. This particular picture should 
prove immensely interesting as it vividly portrays the numer- 
ous liaisons of this over-indulgent monarch, and depicts how 
his dominant desire to obtain male offspring resulted in a com- 
plete upheaval of the subsequent ruling dynasties. One would 
have almost envied this amorous gentleman had he had such 
facilities as those which confronted his impersonator (Mr. 
Lauderdale Maitland) during the ‘ shooting"? of this subject. 
Imagine the susceptible Henry embracing his many queens 
simultaneously; a collective caress which would not have been 
beyond the realms of possibility had he conducted his court- 
ships in the film studio. 


Scenes from the new B. & C. serfes of fims, ‘Romance of History.” 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE WEST: 


| ' (By our Bristol Correspondent.) | 


Business Improves Slightly—Well-Known Musician’s Death—Renters Impending Move—Success of 
‘* A Bachelor’s Baby.” 


SLIGHT improvement in business has becn a feature of 
A the past week; it is true that the emphasis must be on 
the word ‘ stight,"’ but any improvement at all is some. 
thing to be thankful for, No doubt the dull, heavy skies, with 
a few showers of rain, of the past few days are responsible for 
the quickening of business, for when the weather is unfayour- 
able for outdoor pursuits the people turn to the kinemas again, 
which shows that they have not lost the picture habit, or grown 
weary of the films, as some pessimists, inside as well as outside 
the trade, would have us believe. 


Well-Known Musician's Death. 


it is with great regret that I have to record the sudden death 
of Mr. Claude Hunter, musical director of the Castle Street 
Kinema, Bristol, which cecurred during a game of cricket. Mr, 
Ilunter, who was only 34 years of age, was well-known in musical 
and kinema circles in the West, and amongst his other appoint. 
ments he had been conductor of the orchestra at the Picture 
ffouse, Clare Strest. Kinema, musieal, and theatrical circles 
were represented at the funeral, which took place last week. 
The directors and staff of the Castle Street Kinema were repre- 
sented by Mr. Johns (manager), R. J. Vivian Parsons (chief 


operator), and Aliss Wright (cashier). F. Vickery, of the King’s 
Kinema, represented kinema musicians, and G. R. Chapman, of 
the Prince’s Theatre, theatrical instrumentalists. There were 
many beautiful floral tributes, including one from the directors 
of Kinema House, Ltd., London, the staff at Castle Street, and 
the A.M.U. 


Renter’s Impending Move. 

Mr. Tudor Ballard, of Eureka Exclusives, tells me that he 
thinks of leaving Bristol shortly for Cardiff. He will carry on 
business as usual, though there is a possibility of amalgamation 
with the Dramatic Film Bureau, of which his father, Mr. A. 
Ballard, is the head. 


Success of ‘‘ A Bachelor’s Baby.’’ 

This Granger-Davidson production, which Servall’s Exclusives 
showed in Bristol on Friday last, seems bound to be a success. 
At the Bristol show there was a continual ripple of laughter, 
and the many humorous situations were certainly appreciated by 
the film men present, Earlier in the week Servall’s screened 
“The Cocaine Smugglers.” Mr. Blush tells me that he is doing 
exceedingly good business locally with ‘*xop's Fables.”’ 


w 


STOLEN 


(8 marks -« 


BOOK IT NOW! 


AND FOR 


ONCE UPON 


'Phone— 5688 City. 


' 


| Google 
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Is The Sweetest Joy. 


That is why all phases of the public will 
be attracted by a film with a title like 


MOMENTS 


Impartial Review) 
featuring 


MARGUERITE NAMARA. 


OF DRAMATIC DELIGHT, THRILLS & LOVELY SCENES. 
NEXT XMAS we have 
A TIME (“coose"be" 


An ideal 4-reel film for the season. 


CLARION FILM AGENCY, Ltd., 


*'Grams—‘‘ PROCLAIM, Manchester.” 


KINEMA HOUSE, 12 CANNON STREET, 
MANCHESTER. | a 


VUUIIIIN tvVERPOoL :—Mr. REG. GRANT, 2 Seymour St., Higher Tranmere, Birkenhead. {{||]]|[|IIII| 


IT IS SIX REELS 
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MAKING THE FILM STARS OF 
TO-MORROW. 


Lasky’s Gigantic Training School for its Employees. 


NIE of the most radical departures in an attempt to iim. 
prove film production and acting is announced by Mr. 
Adolph Zukor, president of the famous Players-Lasky Film 

Corporation, who, in a cable received from New York, outlines 
a scheme which will include the formation of a Paramount stock 
Company the Lasky with 
instruction for artistes in every branch of the film art, together 


atul school at studics, classes of 
with very concise rules governing their conduct inside and out- 
side the studio. 

The objcet of the school is to establish a reservoir from which 
can be drawn the stars of to-morrow, and it is hoped that this 
will be the nucleus of a corps of artistes such as has never been 
assembled by any filim-producing organisation in the world, the 
obvious result being to raise the standard of picture production 
to a much higher level. 


The Board of Control. 


Mr. Zukor, in inaugurating the scheme, said, 


“We 


assembled now an organisation of men and women who have 


have 


shown themselves to be leading personalities on the screen, 
Many have already achieved positions as stars, while others, not 
that they have the 
magnetism and ability to become the stars of to-morrow.  Alto- 
Paramount 
organisation the finest casts it is possible to assemble.” 


so far advanced, have at least shown 


gether we have the plavers who will give the 

Rules have been drawn up, the courses of study have been 
listed, and officers and instructors have been provided for the 
conduct of the company. The Board of Control will consist of 
Adolph Zukor, Jesse I. Lasky, vice-president of the Famous 
Players-Lasky Film Corporation, S. R. Kent, uiinager of dis- 
tribution, and Cecil De Millie, one of the world’s ereatest film 
producers. 


Cecrt B. De 


with 


Joun S. Rozerrson, conferring 
Sir James Barrie on the production of 
“Peter Pan.” 
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Mitte, Director-General 
of Paramount Pictures. 


A Comprehensive Course of Training. 

Every artiste on the books of the Paramount stock company 
and all the statf will attend the schools as pupils, and the 
curriculum will cmbrace eversthing connecting with the moving 
picture art. Technical branches will include physical and studio 
training. The former will take such subjects as health, action 
dancing and fencing, while the latter includes kinematography 
and lighting, make-up, costuming, architecture, interior decora- 
tion, direction and acting. 

The instructors appointed are William De Mille, Penrhyn 
Stunlaws, George Melford, Theodore Kosloff, Norman Selby, 
Paul Iribe, Max Parker, Alvin) Wykotl, George Fitzmaurice, 
Frank KE. Woods, Cecil De Mille, George Fawcett, Theodore 
Roberts, and James Cruze. 


EMINENT PEOPLE AT “THE FOUR 
SEASONS” TRADE SHOW. 


in London last 

week, Included in the company were: The Rt. Hon. 
H. H. Asquith and Mrs. Asquith, Lord Ampthill, Lady 
Sydenham, Sir Philip Sassoon, Viscount Curzon, M.P.. Lady 
Pearson, Sir David) Murray, R.A. Sir Luke Fildes, R.A., 
K.C.V.O., Sir Bertram Mackennal, AJRLA., K.CLV.O., and Sir 
James Crichton The flowers in the vestibule of the 


P EKOPLE of eminence in many walks of life were preseat at 


the private show of ‘* The Four Seasons ”” 


Browne, 
New Gallery, represcnting the differont seasons, were subse. 
quently given to the patients at Charing Cross Hospital. 


PENRHYN STANLAWS. working in the 
Lasky studio as Picture-Director. 
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IN WALES. 


(By our Cardiff Correspondent.) 


The Exchange Outing—Butcher’s Successful Show—A Swansea Sportsman—Elysium Change—Empire 
Improvements—Llanelly Enterprise. 


HE annual outing of the South Wales Exchange was one 
of the happiest functions we have had down here for a 
all the elements in the air to 


It was a delightful morning, 


long time. There were 
make the company enjoy itself. 
radiant with summer sun, that saw a company of nearly one 
hundred ladies and gentlemen set off in from 
Cardiff to the delightful Wye Valley. The first call was made 
at Monmouth, where lunch was partaken of at the Besufort 
Hotel. Following a short stay in the old county town, the party 
went off to Tintern, where the Anchor Hotel was their head- 
Here the afternoon was spent in the grounds surround- 
ing the hotel. 


chars-a-bane 


quarters, 


Sports and Sight-seeing. 

Mr. Stanley Edwards, manager of the club, who was assisted 
by A. B. Watts, arranged a program of rustic sports, and the 
whole company threw themselves wholeheartedly into the fun. 
The sports over, tea was partaken of, and the remainder of the 
time was spent in viewing the ruins of the famous old abbey 
and other placcs of interest. © The return journey was made 
via Chepstow, and Cardiff was reached soon after ten o'clock. 
The whole of the arrangements were carried out by Mr. and Mrs, 
Stanley Edwards, to whom a hearty vote of thanks was accorded, 
References were made to the loss the club is sustaining by their 
departure, and, in reply, Mr. Hdwards said he wished to thank 
all the members for the kindness and consideration they had 
shown to Mrs. Edwards and himself during their sojourn in the 


club. 


Butcher's Successful Show. 

There was a big crowd of exhibitors at the trade show last 
week by Butcher of ‘* When Greek Meets Groek.”" Me. Baker 
came down specially for the event. All present were agreeably 
impressed with the magnificence cof the picture, and the book- 
ings show conclusively what Wales thinks of this fine Butcher 
feature. 


A Swansea Sportsman. 

Nat J. Dix, manager of the Carlton House 
kinemas, Swansea, has been appointed a member of the Swan- 
sea Town A.F.C. Supporters’ Club. | Nat has always taken a 
keén interest in’ Asscciation football, and during the winter 


and Picture 


season Is always on the qué vire at the local ground for anything 
that might be worth while reproducing on the screen. Occasion. 


ally a local topical budget appears at his halls. 


Royal’s New Manager. 

It is believed that Fred Carponter, who formerly managed tho 
Pieturedrome, Morriston, und the Palace, Swansea, will be in 
charge of the Theatre Royal, Swansea, when that ball is talon 
over by the new owners, among whom is William Coutts, one 
of the pioneers in the amusement world in South Wales, and 
who was the first owner of the Royal. © The departure of the 
present manageress, Mrs. N. Sheasby, has brought from many 
patrons expressions of regret, for during the past six years she 
has built up an extensive and a select clientele, 

Elysium Change. 7 

The management of the Flysium, Swansea, has just been taken 
over by 8. J. Rickard in piace of Miss 8. Logan, who was con- 
nected with the hall for the past ten years. Mr. Rickard is no 
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newcomer to the business, for he has had tea years’ experionce 
with Moss Mimpires at Cardiff and Swansea, and is a former 
His 


advent to the Elysium should result in improved business at this 


nruiiger of the Uplands and Carlton kincmas at Swansea. 


popular High Street hall, and patrons are assured of every atten- 


tion at the hands of capable management, 


Empire Improvements. 

Interesting structional alterations are being carried out at the 
Swansea Empire, where the basement premises of the former 
Jounge next to the main entrance are Leing transferred into a 
Better quarters for the manusger are also con- 


Lew box office. 


templated, 


Llanelly Enterprise. 

The latest addition to fhe numfher of new kinemas in Wales 
comes from Llanelly, where J. Milson will Le responsible for 
the new enterprise. At the Tast meeting of the Borough Health 
Committee, Alderman R. P. Thomas presiding, Mr, Milston, 
Station Road, submitted, through the surveyver, plans of a hall 
which will be known as the Gaiety, which it is proposed to erect 
near the Station Hotel, thus bringing the number of kinemas in 
LJanelly to six. | Provision was inade in the plans for three 
exits, and the necessary accommodation, subject to the lane 
alongside which the hall will be built being in order, the surveyor 
said the plans were in order and could be passed, In answer to 
a question, he stated that the Gaiety would have a gallery, and 
would provide seating accommodation for about one thousand 


persons. The Council approved of the plans. 


Nitec 
renee re 


The Serial with a Milli 


VA 4 J 

Pearl Films It 
86-68 Wardour St. 
London, Wl 


In Fifteen Release Date 
Breathless Nov. 27th. 1922 


Episodes 


A Warner Bros. Production, 
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MAE MARSH TO APPEAR IN BRITISH 
FILM PRODUCTION. 


Famous “Intolerance’’ Actress secured by Graham-Wilcox 
to star in Big Photoplay. 


STRIKING ENTERPRISE OF GO AHEAD PRODUCING COMPANY. 


the wonderful enterprise of Graham-Wilcox in securing 
the services of Mae Marsh, the famous American star, to 
appear in their next production. 


her outstanding news of the week in production circles is 


ORIGINAL SCENARIO-AND STRONG CAST. 


The Brothers Wilcox and Graham Cutts obviously do not 
intend by their latest capture to remain idle after their recent 
striking success, Mr. Herbert Wilcox, in) conjunction with 
his talented wife, has written an original scenario, and has given 
to the picture probably the greatest cust that has ever appeared 
in British motion pictures. It was felt that the principal part 
in the film could only be faithfully portrayed by an actress of 
the very highest ability. It is therefore an open secret that the 
part was first offered to two of the greatest English stage 
actresses, for Mr. Wilcox was anxious to people his production 
with an entirely British cast, but he was forced to look further 
afield in view of the impossible prices asked by the ladies in 
question. Mr. Wilcox was determined to 
delineator of the part that could possibly be obtained, and as a 
result of cabled communication secured the services of Mae 
Marsh, the famous ‘‘ Intolerance ’’ actress, who is now on her 


have the finest. 


way to this country. The figure paid to Miss Marsh is the 
highest ever paid to any motion picture actress in this country. 
Mr. Sidney Jay, the well-known agent, has been sent over to 
New York to conduct her personally to this country. She is 
expected to arrive in the course of the next few days. 


AN ELABORATE PRODUCTION. 


In addition to Mace Marsh an extraordinarily fine cast has been 
secured, Eva Moore, the well-known English actress; Herbert 
Langley, who made such a sensational success in ‘* The Wonder- 
ful Story’; Aubrey Smith, Allan Aynesworth, Henry Vibart, 
A. J. Poulton, Hilda Bayley, and Lilian Walker feature in this 
photoplay. The production, which will be directed by Graham 
Cutts, will have tremendous scenes, and is to be just as elaborate 
as ‘* The Wonderful Story ’’ was simple. It is unique, in that 
the whole film will be dressed by the famous house of Lucille, 
and another striking fact is that the whole of the Famous-Lasky 
studios at Islington have been engaged in which to stage the 
photoplay. 

This second Graham-Wilcox production, the title of which is 
tentatively announced as ** Flowers of Passion,"’ bids fair to 
give British film production a decided fillip. 


WILLIAM FARNUM STARS _IN 
FOX SPECIAL. 


Adaptation of ‘‘ Samson,’ Henri Bernstein Stage 
Success to be Trade Shown 
Next Week. 


the William Farnum, stars, is 
presented to the trade on Wednesday next 
(July 5) at the London Alhambra Theatre, at IL aan. An 
adaptation of Henri celebrated 
the powerful theme is said to lend itself admirably 
suited by his 
the 


which famous actor, 


to be 


” ate it OF GOLD,” another Fox Great Special, in 


Bornstein’s stave lay 

5 vs 
*Sameon,”’ 
is excellently 


to) portray 


to serven uses, while) Farnum 


artistic ability and physical strength central 
figure. 

Many unique and thrilling features are said to have been 
“Shackles of Gold.’ A special set, which is an 
York Stock Exchange, 
prominent Wall Street 


of the breaking of the 


introduced into 
exact reproduction of part of the New 
Was specially constructed, and many 
maguates take part in the great scene 


Digitized by Go 


gle 


William 
Carvill, 


market. 
Henry 
Cassity. 


Faruim is) supported by 
Marie Shotwell, Elliott 


Myrta) Bonillas, 
Griffin, and Ellen 


SCENE FROM ‘‘ SHACKLES OF GOLD.”’ 
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“IRELAND A NATION.” 


Action in the Dublin High Court Alleges Mis- 
representation. 


N the King’s Bench Division, Dublin, last week, before Mr. 

Justice Gordon and a jury, an action was heard in which 

Mr. Frederick Sparling, managing director of the Bohemian 

Picture House, Dublin, sued Mr. Paul Bernard, of Limerick, 

for money due in respect of the rent of a film entitled ‘ Ireland 
a Nation.” 


Mr. Lynch, k.C., who, with Mr. J. H. S. Russell, appeared 
for the plaintiff, in opening the case, said that it was the 
defendant who made the contract, but it appeared that a defence 
would be made that he was not the owner of the theatre. The 
film had been shown in Dublin last year, and dealt with a 
series of historical events in Ireland. ‘* Ireland a Nation ’’ was 
first produced in 1914. In 1917, when it was being shown in 
Dublin at the Rotunda Picture Theatre, it was stopped by the 
military under what was known as the Restoration of Law in 
Ireland Act, and from 1917 down to last year it had not been 
again screened. On January 26 of this year Mr. Bernard had 
an interview with the plaintiff, with the result that he rented 
the film, to be produced at his theatre in Limerick. The film 
was to be exhibited in Limerick for one week at a rent of £150. 


There was a condition in the contract that if the defendant 
was debarred from exhibiting the picture owing to the non- 
completion of the theatre, he was only liable for half the amount, 
and that was what the plaintiff now sued for. The defendant 
refuscd to accept the picture because he alleged that it was not 
up to the standard of historical events that it should be. ‘* He 
would not take it,’’ concluded Mr. Lynch, ‘* because it was not 
hot enough for the people of Limerick.”’ 


Misrepresentation Alleged. 


Mr. Comyn, K.C., who defended, said that his. defence -was 
that there was a misrepresentation of the picture, that it was 
not a historical picture, and was not of the character which it 
had been represented to be. 


The plaintiff gave evidence as to the signing of the contract 
by the defendant, who took the film for one week at a rent of 
£150, The picture had been shown with suecess in Dublin, and 
in 1917 had been stopped by the military authorities after a 
day and a half’s run in the Rotunda. He was the owner of the 
film, and it was he who made the arrangements and terms with 
the defendant. 


To Mr. Comyn: He said that he did not tell the defendant 
that it was the greatest historical picture ever shown. He told 
him it was a good Irish picture. 


Mr. Comyn : This picture showed the trial of Robert Emmett? 
—Yes. : : ° ; 


And did not it look ridiculous to see Robert Emmett figuring 
in the picture at his trial, sitting at a table, and not in the dock? 
—TI would not say. so. . ; r 4 =e 

Mr. Comyn: The -picture also recorded Sarah-Curran rushing 
across the floor and throwing her arms: round his neck after 
sentence. Did that. display historical facts? 

I said that it was a good Trish picture. I did not say it was 
historical. ; as 

Mr. Comyn: Was-not Anne Deylin also shown in the picture, 
and after the trial of Robert Emmett she. ie seen sailing for 
America. ITs that a historical fact? She died in a garret, ia 
Dublin?—It may not be. 


The hearing was adjourned, 
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ANOTHER “ ROBINSON CRUSOE.’ 


Reubenson Secures Big French Production. 


HE well- 

| known film 
agent, Mr. 

R. Reubenson, 
had just returned 
from Franee on 
Tuesday when we 
saw him, and an- 


nounced that he 
had secured — the 
exclusive — rights 
for the big 
French produc- 
tion, ‘* Robinson 
Crusoe.’ Pro- 
duced by — the 
well-known Mon- 
atfilm  Co., of 
Paris, this pro- 


duction, which in 


France was 
15,000 feet in 
Jength, is being 


cut down to a 7- 
reel picture, and, 
judging by the 
stills that we have 
seen, is a really great photoplay, 

Mr. Reubenson is trade showing this picture in London on 
Thursday next, and it is said to be a film that will be worth the 
attention of all buyers and exhibitors. 


ScENE From ‘t Ropinson Crusoe.” 


SUDDEN DEATH OF MR. T. H. 
TURNER. 


Stoll’s Cashier Passes Away after Short Illness. 


HE neadquarters staff of the Stoll Film Co., Ltd., sustained 

a severe blow last week through the unexpected death 

of Mr. T. H. Turner, the firm's eashier. Mr. Turner, 

who was at his post as usual during the previous week, was 

seized with illness during the week-end, and died shortly after 

midnight on the following Monday from the effects of a chill 
acting upon a weak heart. - 

The deceased joined the firm in June, 1919, and was appointed 
cashier fifteen months later. He filled the duties of that arduous 
office to the complete satisfaction of the management. Mr. 
Turner was a man of charming personality, and his untimely 
death has east a deep gloom over the whole staff. 

The funeral, which took place at Chiswick on Saturday, was 
attended by a representative body of the firm's employees. 
Floral tributes were sent by each department, as well as by the 
directors and the company. 


THE “OWL” FILM and PAPER CLIP. 


A Clip that is pleasing in performance, in appearance, and 
whose construction is such that it will not scratch the Films 
or mutilate the Papers upon which they are used, nor 
injure the fingers of those who apply them. 

Obtainable from all the leading Stationers, or direct from the 
manufacturer. Price 6d. per Box of 100. 


IGNATIUS DOFF, Gladiator Works, Chorlton-c.-Hardy 6 


Original from 
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TOM TERRISS ARRIVES IN 
ENGLAND. 


Noted American Producer Home Again After 
Nine Years’ Absence. 


MONGST the many notabilities arriving in this country 
A this week on the Olympic is Tom Terriss, the well-known 
Vitagraph and Cosmopolitan) producer, who returns to 
Although 
no definite news of his proposed activities are yet to hand, it is 
that 


commencing work on a big historical production which he has 


his native land after an absence of over nine years. 


understood there is a distinct possibility of his shortly 
had in mind for some time. 

Apart froin his extensive experience in all matters appertain- 
ing to picture making, the Cosmopolitan director comes off a very 
old theatrical family, and has certainly had varied experiences 
of life which enable him to turn out true to life productions of 
the highest merit. 

Despite his excellent family connection, Terniss by no means 
lived on a bed of roses during the opening years of his manhood. 
Determined to see life from every possible angle, he spent three 
years before the mast, and was, in turn, an Australian sheep- 
shearer, a silver miner in Colorado, a stock exchanee broker and 
an actor. 
led him into the pieture world, from which initial step le has 


It was his famous Dickens impersonations which first 


gone forward with amazing speed to the front rank of our 
producers, 


VITAGRAPH ON THE RIVER. 


I AST Tuesday was gala day in the camp of Vitagraph, when 


business was forgotten and pleasure reigned supreme. 


The occasion was the holding of the annual staff outing. 
The river had been voted ideal, and so it was that at 10 o'clock 
in the morning the staffs from both offices congregated at 
Hampton Court and boarded the private Iaunch hired by the 
firm. The weather at that time did not look too promising, but 
it soon became apparent that nothing short of a deluge wonld 
damp the trippers'’ spirits. Windsor was reached at 2-15 p.m. 
after a cruise through some of the most picturesque scencry the 
Thames valley provides. 

A break of two hours at Windsor was well spent in a tour cf 
the famous castle and its grounds and a hurried look round the 
stately old town, and 4-30 found everybody back on board 
eagerly anticipating the journey home to Hampton Court, which 
was reached at 8-30 p.m. 

Mr. George Smith, the genial head of the firm, was, unfor- 
tunately, prevented from attending owing to the arrival in this 
country of Mr. Albert IE. Smith, the president cf the company, 
and his charming wife, Jean Paize. 


\LVER, 


VITAGRAPA'S St ON THE 
Digitized by (Gor Ig e 
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BEATEN AT LAST. 


_ Manchester Kinema Trade’s C.C. Fail 
at Macclesfield. 


S we go to press we learn that the hitherto unbeaten 
Manchester Sports Association cricket team met with 
its first reverse at Macclesfield on Wednesday. Their 

opponents were the Macclesfield Cricket Club. Details are not 
available, but the Kinema team were dismissed for 34, while 
Macclesfield piled up 137. 

We that this defeat turned to ecod effect 
if the organisers of the team will realise the necessity for more 


sucvest may be 
a task again, 

fact that 
Hope, who is a county player, and the Macclesfield professional, 


practice before tackling so seyere 


There is | o much comfort in the Vernon 


were on the side sgainst them. Under the circumstances the 


score of 137 was far from being excessive. There are many 


fine individual players in the Kinema side, but the necessity 


for team work must be stressed, 


MABEL NORMAND IN LONDON 


INCE her arrival at the Ritz Hotel the heroine of ‘f Molly 
Qa” had 
which she religiously listed down prior to her English visit. 

Miss Normand has already visited the Houses of Parlisament, 


has a busy time viewing the London sights, 


Westminster Abbey, Hyde Park, Rotton Row, and a few dozen 
She to the 
with was not 


also travelied down famous 
her bat it 


before she was recognised, and had much difficulty in’ getting 


historic Jandmarks. 


Limehouse district manager, long 


ss 


"restaurant, round the doors of which an 
had collected, 


out of a ‘* chop suey 


“ ” 


enthusiastie mob of ‘f movie fans 


TOO LONG FOR THE WORLD'S 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 


ILM fights seem to be John Stuart's special forte, for in all 
F the films in which he has so far appeared he has had to 
fight. 

son, he had to fight with his opponent on board a barge, after 
“We fought so hard,”” 
says Stuart, ‘ that we eventually landed in the river—even that 
did not stop us. We floundered about in the muddy water for 
some time, and on reaching the river bank continued our fight 
there. We were both breathless and black and blue by the time 
we had finished, for, owing to retakes and close-ups, the fight 


Tn his Intest part, that of a coal-mine manager's 


jumping from a bridge on to its deck. 


took us one whole day to film. But the producer says it is 
some fight.’’ Stuart will be seen in this fight in the new sport- 


ing film, ‘t A Sporting Double.” 


THE NEW FAIRBANKS ‘FILM. 


HE next Douglas Fairbanks film to be presented by the 

| Allied Artists is entitled ‘* One of the Blood,’? and is said 
to give Doug. an opportunity of displaying those 
qualities which have made him such a favourite with picture- 
The story is that of one Billy Breoks who had lots cf 
money, didn’t know where it came from. and didn’t know who 


his mother was. 


BOOTS. 


Billy ** featured’? in every riot. every celebra- 
tion, but his old city got so well behaved that Bill had to seck 
pastures new for excitement. In the end he got mixed up in 
the melee of political events in a small European kingdom, and, 
incidentally, found his long-lost mother, 


Original from 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


To Theatre and 
Cinema 
Proprietors: 


CONSULT 


WARING & GILLOW 


HERE is nothing in the equipment 
of a theatre that Waring & Gillow 
cannot provide, and the superlative 


quality of everything supplied is a 
guarantee of long service. 


77) 


Actual manufacturers of tip-up seats, 
combining utility with perfect comfort. 
a 
SPECIALISTS IN STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS, 
ELECTRIC LIGHTING, DECORATION, CARPETS, 


CURTAINS, 
RENOVATIONS, 


in fact everything appertaining to the economical 
decoration and repair of theatres of every kind. 


Please address all enquiries to ‘Contract Department.’ 


WARING & GILLOW Ltd. 


164-180, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1. 


INTERIOR, EXTERIOR PAINTING, 
CLEANING, DRAPERIES, e:. 


Telephone: Museum 5000. 


And at Manchester, Liverpool, and Lancaster. 


» Google 


DIQItIZ 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE 


TO 


THE VALUABLE LEASE OF 


THE GRAND ELECTRIC 


THE 


IMMEDIATE POSSESSION. 


For further Particulars and to see the Conditions of Sale, apply to 
the Auctioneers, Westgate, Wakefleld, or to the Vendors’ Solicitors :— 


JAMES CHAPMAN & CO., 23, John Dalton St., Manchester. 


NEWS. 75 


IN THE CITY OF WAKEFIELD. 


CINEMA PROPRIETORS 


Messrs. SAVILLE & KILBURN 
will offer for sale by Auction at the Strafford 
Arms Hotel, Wakefield, on Friday, 14th July, 
1922, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, subject to 
the Conditions of Sale to be then and there 
produced :— 


CINEMA THEATRE 


situate in Westgate, Wakefield, having an 
UNEXPIRED TERM OF 9} YEARS 


The Theatre has accommodation for 950 
and is exceptionally well fitted up. 


WHOLE OF THE FITTINGS, 
which are included in the Sale, are in 
excellent condition. The Yearly Ground 
Rent payable under the Lease is £327 to 
December 25th, 1924, increasing to £352 
for remainder of the term. All Rates are 
included in the Kent. The premises have 
a most imposing facade and occupy the 
finest position in the City ‘i 
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THE JARDINE 
ORCHESTRAL ORGAN 


Write for full details :- 


JARDINE & CO., LTD., 


ORGAN BUILDERS & TONE SPECIALISTS, 
OLD TRAFFORD, MANCHESTER. 


IUOUUUOTAOOQAQUA0UAAUAUOOANAOOQANOUAOOUCUNOUOEUQUOUANOUUELEUUUEEUOUEEEOOUOOOOOLEUOOOOOOOOUUUEOAUOOOUOUUOUUOEUOUOUUOUUUGUOGUUOUUOUOSOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOOOOUOEUNENUNTE 


Ml 


le 


The Last Word in Orchestration. 


HE Instrument that MUST have a 
place in every up-to-date Kinema 


GO AND HEAR IT AT THE 
STOLL PICTURE THEATRE, LONDON. 


It is a surprise and revelation of amazing 
musical possibilities in full orchestration or 
accompaniment. “ JARDINE” Orchestral 
Organs are already installed at the following 
Kinemas :— 
THE STOLL PICTURE THEATRE 

(The London Opera House), 

KINGSWAY, LONDON. 

GLOBE SUPER KINEMA, ACTON. 
WATERLOO PICTURE PALACE, BLACKPOOL, 
PALACE PICTURES, ACCRINGTON, 


TU 


Established over 100 years, 
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An Unsound Proposition ...................ce cece eee e eee 


Vitagraph Chief in London 
Chancellor Turns Down the Trade 
C.E.A. Conference 
Life Romance of a Great Poet . 
Shakespeare on the Screen 
What London Renters Are Doing 
The Nation’s Family Album 
Film Reviews of the Week 
Trade in Liverpool 
Round the Manchester Trade 


Astra. ow... eee Cover Clarion .......... cece eee 69 
Ideal: 8.205 Stee Cover Sanaa basky .......... a 
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SMALL PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PUBLICITY. 


PUBLICITY AGENT FOR LONDUN AREA.—A. 0. GAR. 
DENER (late manager of Brock's Crystal Palace freworks). 
Lewis Koad, Sutton, Surrey. 


*“DYNAMO AND MOTOR ATTENDANTS,” by Broadbent, is 
a book of direct value to every operator-electrician Price 
4s. 10d. from Rentell, 56, Maiden Lane, London. 


SS _________ EE 


PROJECTORS, ACCESSORIES, Etc. 


8,000 TIP-UPS, with standards, 5s. 6d. complete.—Hellen. 
brand, maker, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend-on-Sea. 


a 


THEATRICAL TIP-UP CHAIR MAKER.—Trade supplied.— 
Hellenbrand, 66, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend. 


WILLLAMSON’S CAMERA For Sale, all complete with Lens, 
Case, Tripod, ete.; recently overuzuled; £40 or near offer. 
—Box B28. 


POSTERS, SLIDES, PUBLICITY, FILMS. 


POSTERS AND LANTERN SLIDES.—For advertwing all 

:. Glasses of business send to the Greatest Poster Writers and 
Lantern Slide Makers in the North of England. Yorkshire 
Agents for Rose Dew Spraying Essence. Poster and Slide 
Specialists.—Imperial Animated Picture Co., Hustlergate. 
Bradford. 
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For CARBONS try CINEMA SUPPLIES, 178, Shaftesbury 
Avenue, W.C.2. Special offer, 2,000 best COLUMBIA 
NATIONAL Positives, 20 m.m., 12in., 35s.,; 18 m.m., 
1din., 25s, 


BOROUGH OF WORTHING. 
OPPOSITE THE PIER. 
A HIGHLY IMPORTANT FREEHOLD SITE. 


FREEHOLD SITE, ° 
with the extensive total frontage of about 400ft. to South Street, Marine 
Parade, and Montague Street, extending in all to approximately 


24,000 SQUARE FEET. 


READY FOR IMMEDIATE DEVELOPMENT, 
and suitable for a 


THEATRE, CINEMATOGRAPH HALL, HOTEL, &. 


Part of the frontage is occupied by five modern and ten old shops, 


now producing the material income of about £1,235 per annnm. 


The above will be offered for SALE BY AUCTION, at the 
LONDON AUCTION MART (Room “A”), 155 QUEEN VICTORIA 


SCREET, E.C., on Wednesday July 12, 1922, 
previously disposed of privately. 

Further p rticulars from Town Clerk Tudor Lodge, Worthing: 
solicitors, Messrs. CHARLES & MALCOLM, Wo thing; auctioneers 
Messrs. DANIEL SMITH, OAKLEY, & GARRARD, 4-5 Charles 
Street, St. James Square. London, S.W.1. 


Telephone: Gerrard 5240-1. Telegrams: Yelkao, Picci, London. 
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FORTHCOMING TRADE SHOWS. 


LONDON. FRIDAY, JULY 14. 


PRU eee BUTCH 


MONDAY, JULY 10. ee ae ee el a eheeane Double. 

.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 3. @ 5 eae i a ont, Seala, e vate Scandal, . 2 

TUESDAY, JULY” Pavilion: 1. Witispering ‘Shastows, dg ARE NR rN ES ee ml oe 

Ap j 
Walturdaw, Alhambra, 11,0 The Arabian Nights. SHEFFIELD. 
F.B.0. Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. Desperate. Trails. TUESDAY, JULY 11. 
Anchor, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-30. Why Men Leave Home. Gaumont, Union Street Picture Palace, 11. Parisette. 
Famous-Lasky, New Gallery, 11. Beauty's Worth. WEDNESDAY, JULY 12. 
y y : edict 2 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 12. Granger, Tivoli, 11. A Sporting Double. 
pone Apis. a eats Pavilion, 3. The Truth About) Husbands. Ree at A Electra Palace, 10-45, Ege Worth. 
OX, jamtibra, VW. The Fast) Maii. . and F., Cinema House, 11, Grandma's Boy. 
United Kingdom, Own Theatre, 2-30. Impulse. | THURSDAY, JULY 13. 
Ll ea rheatres 10 and 1-30, Playing With Fire, eRigee juceo Street Picture Palace, 11,00 The Girl in His Room, 
faumont, New Gallery, 11. The Magic Cup. RIDAY. vy 1. 
European Shaftesbury Pavilion, 1. iat Hearts. Gaumont, Union Street) Picture Palace, HW. Private Seandal. 
ee guny. ht Nee Cinema qe 11-30. moe Four Seasons, 
utchers', New Gallery, 11-30. The Lilac Sunbonnet. “.B.0., Own Theatre, 3. The Kiss. 
Jury, Own Theatre, 10 and 3. Selected Feature 
F.B.0. Own Theatre, 10 and 3. Playing with Fire LEEDS. 
FRIDAY, JULY 14 . : d 
- . ; MONDAY, JULY 10. 
Stoll, West End, 11. The Problem Eternal. Vitagraph, Kinema Exchange, 11-40. 9 The Girl in’ His Reem. 
F.B.0, Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. The Shark Master. TUESDAY, JULY 11 
SATURDAY, JULY 15. Jury, Cir cohi Oh rhe Shadow : 5 
; Jury, Cinema Exchange, 2-15. 0 The Shadow of a) Throne, 
F.B.0., Own Theatre 10. The Shark Master. Gaumont, Kinema Exchange, 1140. Private Scandal, 
4 Dies Re = cae Seasons, 
MONDAY: UL 40 MANCHESTER. Tart weatie. poamnae rit, Sport Double, 
Leia anne Famous Lasky, Majestic, 11. Beanty's Worth. 
Tiaeebae ue 11. The Truth About Husbands. bad sede tae i duty 12, Te : er 
AY, . ury Cinema Exehange, 2-15. te Foolish Age. 
Pathé, Own Theatre, 11 and 2:30. The Way of a Maid. B.E.F.. Kinema Exchange, 11.0 Sybil) Thorndike Productions, 
Milloy, Kinema Exchange, 11. 9 Cast Not tite Stone--Foothall Daft. THURSDAY, JULY 13. 
Gilling, Kinema Exchange, 12. Rocks of Life. Fox, Kinema Exchange, 11. Silver Wings. 
peop nee oF ayhil Ws Produciions, Gaumonut, Cinema Exchange, 10-40, Parisette. 
aumont, Gaiety, 11. Seas of Chance. t * 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. Seas of Chance. airteee: Beinieer’ Tver Picture House, 11. The Truth About. liu: bands, 
Seen Sie eee. - Witepebing Shadows. ; Burners Kinema Exchange, 2-15. The Lilac Sunbonnet. 
vs-Lusky, ema Exchange, 3. uty's th. Stoll, Majestic, 4 i Ss iS 
bana aaah at a aie Ha ; ¥ . sa Se aearcad ikon Henge ae. oie ee Buy. 
sk ‘O8., ne. Ex., 11. 16 yp Rich— pin the Kitchen. 
Purcpesn Paueetn anenia Exchange, ‘3. etree Heart ey NEWCASTLE. 
yaumont, Gaiety, 11. ense Moments from Opera. 
; E “nse : MONDAY, JULY 10. 
Gannront, Own Theatre, 2-30. | Tense Moments from Opera. ‘Ass, Fipst National, New Pavilion, 1. Man—Woman— Marriage. 
us 0, Sinan Exchange, 12. 9 The Kiss. TUESDAY, JULY 11 

THURSDAY, Se ee 2 A Virgin's Sacrite. Jury, Own Theatre, 11 and 2. The Duke of Chimney Butte. 
Fox, Futurist, 11. Shackles of Gold Wardour, New Pavilion, Wels. The Truant. Husband. 

FRIDAY, JULY 14 : ° B.E.F., ae eh ke Oe ee 
. rie “i ‘ Gaumont, Queen's Hall, 11-15. 4 rince 0 Overs, 
Walturdaw, Kinema Exchange, 11. Depth of the Furrow. ; Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2. A Prince of Lovers. 

Weisker (L.L.F.T.), Kinema Exchange, 12.0 A Woman's Confession i aH Nati ; <i dust 
Granger, Futurist, 11. A Sporting Double. roe Se tee an wee ee ee 
2 apean, ' . . td . 
: LIVERPOOL WEDNESDAY, JULY 12. 
is Fox, Queen's Hall, 11. Monte Cristo. 

TUESDAY, JULY 11. i ae ic Q “1S i rife 
Weisker 'Bros., Kine. Ex., Tl. The Idle Rich—Made in the Kitehen. Foe Rees Pavilion: Ale, Wilapeeme: Salas 
Fox, Trocadero, 11. — Silver Wings FRIDAY, JULY 14. ' ; ; : 

Gaumont, Scala, 11, A Prince or Lovers, Wardour, New Pavilion, 11. | Wardour Comedies. 
A eel Own Theatre, 2-30. 0 A Prince of Lovers. Vitagraph Own Theatre, 11-15. The Girt in His Room. 
itagraph, Futurist, W. oA Virgin's Saeriice, Famous-Lasky, 9 Grainger, i. Her Husband's | Trade | Mark--Is 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 12. Matrimoney a Failure? 

Granger, Seula, | 1115. A Sporting Doubie. , : : : CARDIFF 
-E.F., Palais de Luxe, It. Sybil Thorndike Productions, . 

THURSDAY, JULY 13. 

F.B.0., Palais de Luxe, 11. Luring Lips, TUESDAY, JULY 11. : 

FRIDAY, JULY 14. Jury, Cinema Exchange, 12-15. Homespun Folks. : 
Pathé, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-30. The Way cf a Maid. Associated First National, Capitol, We Man—Woman— Marriage, 
Walturdaw, Futurist, 11. The Adopted Son. Wardour, Kinema Exchange, Ws, Wardour. Comedies, 
Famous-Lasky, Scala, 11. Beauty's Worth. Gaumont, Kinema  Evehange, 3. Love's Cracible. 

BIRMINGHAM jeioae. dULe 4k Exchange, 1. The Leather Pushers, 
! ‘ : 
United’ Kingdom, Kinemai Evehange, 12-15. Impulse. 


MONDAY, JULY 10. U d a EN : . 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 8. Return of Mary. arouelal ed. (First ke hone it Mae ee RP eid ae 
TUESDAY” gute HM. Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. Pathe, Kinema Exchange, 3. Hail the Woman, 
Jury own Thoin 2-30. , The Foolish Age B.E.F.. Park Wall, d-so, Sybil Thorndike Productions. 
‘ aad eu ZAHER Famous-Lasky, Own Theatre, 11. Her Husband's Trade Mark— 


foe ee tee Me. & Aporting Double. Ix Matrimony a Failure? 

Pearl Own Theatre. 1] and 3.00 Torchy Comedies. 

Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 3. © Return of Mary. GLASGOW. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 12. MONDAY, JULY 10. 

Gaumont, King’s Hall, 11. Private Scandal. W. and F.. Kinema House, 11. Grandmads Boy. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 3. Return of Mary. Fox, Grand Central, 1045, Monte Cristo. 
Vitagraph, Scala, 11. Restless Souls—A Pair of King:. TUESDAY, JULY 11. 
THURSDAY, JULY 13. Gaumont, Salon, df. Seas of Chance. 3 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 3. Return of Mary. Gamnont, Own Theatre, 2-30, Seas of Chance. 
FRIDAY, JULY 14. . | Vitagraph, Cinema House, 11. The Girl in’ His Room, 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11 and 3. Return of Mary. L.LF.T., Qwn Theatre, 2-30. The Flaming Waltz. 

B.E.F., Futurist, WW. Sybil) Thorndike Productions. WEDNESDAY, JULY 12. : 3 
Famous_Lasky, Scala, 11. Beauty's Worth. Famous-Lasky, Cinema House, 11. Is Matrimony a Failure? 
SUNDAY, JULY 16. Famous-Lasky, Cinema House, 11. Her Hushand'’s Trade Mark. 

Butcher, Scala, 7. The Lilac Sunbonnet. Jury, Own Theatre, 2-40. The Duke of Chimney Butte. 
Associated First National, New St. P.H., 7. Man—Woman—Muarriage. THURSDAY, JULY 13. : 
Associated First National, New Savey, UH. Man—Woman Marriage. 
BRISTOL. : Butcher, Cinema House, VW. The Lilac Sunbonnet, 
SUNDAY, JULY 16. Gaumont, Salon, U1. Tense Moments from Opera. 
Ass. First National, Cinema Theatre, 3.0 © Man—Woman- Marriage. Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. 9 Tense Moments from Opera, 


FRIDAY, JULY 14. 
NOTTINGHAM. Associated First) National,.Cinema House, 11. Kindred of the Dust. 
TUESDAY, JULY 11. * > 
Gaumont, Scala, 11. Parisette. STOKE-ON-TRENT. 


Famous-Lashy, Lounge, 11. Her Husband's Trade 9 Mark—Is SUNDAY, JULY 16. . 
Matrimoney a Failure? Gaumont, Hippodrome, 3-30. Parisette. 
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No. 6. The British National 


Programme 


featuring— 


JOAN MORG A N 
Pauline Peters, Warwick Ward, 
FRANK E. SPRING'S: 


PROGRESS BRITISH PHOTOPLAY 
roduced by 
SIDNEY MORGAN 
TRADE SHOWS: 
LONDON, THURSDAY JULY 13, 
New Gallery Kinema, at 11-30 a.m. 


LEEDS - Friday July 14, Cinema Exchange, at 2-15 p.m. 4 
MANCHESTER, Wed. July 19, Gaiety Picture Theatre, at 11 a.m. 
| 


RELEASED FEB. 1923. 
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SATURDAY, JULY 8, 1922. 


SIXPENCE, 


THE EVIL OF BLIND CONVENTIONALITY 
IN THE SHOW BUSINESS. 


Was well said by a speaker at the Liverpool 
CLBLA. last that con- 
venticnality is one of the enemies cf 
He might trathfully have added that) con- 


I' 


progress. 


Conference Gf the week 


worst 
venticnality is cne cf the greatest ills from which 
the average exhibitor in this country has always suffered. 

It is conventionality that is the root source of most of 
cur troubles. Times are bad, but when they were better 
than they are now there were showmen who still com- 
plained that they could not vet the people into their 
theatres ne matter what they put on their screens or 
how they advertised their programs. These grousers 
never tried to discover a possible reason for this unsatis- 
factory state of affairs; they merely groused, booked more 
pictures, spent more money on advertising, and trusted 
to luck to pull them through. The exact same thing is 
happening to-day, only times are worse than they used 
to be, and the effort to make ends meet or show a profit 
has to be greater. But if the average showman who 
complains that his opposition is doing better than he is, 
despite summer time and unemployment. were to seek 
for the reason that his theatre is half empty when he has 
a particularly attractive program on the screen, he might 
de werse than ponder the words of the speaker whom 
we have quoted above. 

Tt is because his whole method of running his theatre 
is often cast in a groove; because there is a lack of indi- 
viduality in his publicity; beeause he is afraid to strike 
out a new line of action; because he does the obvious 
thing both inside his kinema and outside it, that the 
showman fails to attract his public in sufficient numbers 
te make the undertaking a paying proposition. In a 
word the average exhibitor follows the line of least 
resistance; hocks big pictures of an ordinary type, pays 
hig prices for them, but is afraid to touch something a 
little out of the usual. and even when he has a film of 
siner excellence advertises it in the same old stereotyped 


Google 


way. He is too conventional. He fears that his public 
may not like the picture which he regards as out of the 
ordinary: he goes on drawing up the same old advertise- 
nents for the local paper; drafts out the same old double 
crown posters, and hopes against hope that the public will 
come along and pay their money at the box office for the 
sume old program. 

But the public fails to respond to the same old 
methods. It merely stops away. 

And yet a little more individuality of choice in the 
picture fare, a little more originality in the publicity 
matter would make all the difference. The public to-day 
is attracted by the unusual, the novel, the bizarre. It 
loves individuality, and it admires a man who has suff- 
cient strength of character to be able to flout convention, 
provided always there is something worth while to back 
up the stand taken against the usual and sterotyped. It 
is Just as possible and easy to run a theatre on strongly 
individualistic lines as it is to print a book or make a 
speech cast in such a mould if one has the ideas and is 
not afraid to exploit them. But. originality is not a strong 
point in the make-up of the average showman. He 
follows where others lead, instead of leading and letting 
others follow who can. Tn the kinema business. to-day 
ii is individuality which is going to count more and more, 
and the man who is an individualist is bound to be more 
or Jess unconventional in the method of running his 
theatre. and in all things which pertain to its success. 

The conventional showman does just what every other 
showman does. Tnstead of striking out a line for him- 
self, and acting fearlessly upon his own judgment in 
regard to films, and in the conduct of his house, he 
follows his opposition abjectly, blindly—often stupidly— 
and as a result complains that he is not doing as well as 
he ought todo. A little more originality and a little less 
blind following of convention would considerably improve 
matters even when things are bad, as we admit they are 
in many parts of the country to-day. 
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A Weekly Causerie 


By the Way: 


The Entertainment Tax. 
T the moment we are where we were in regard to 
A the Entertainment Tax. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has intimated that he reerets he can. 
not see his way to adopt the suggestion put forward by 
the trade that a flat rate duty should take the place of 
the present tax. He says, in effect, that whilst he is 
ready to consider any means of rearranging the incidence 
of the tax, provided he does not loxe revenue in the pro- 
cess, he cunnot for ane moment consider the 124 per cent. 
fat rate suggested. The Kinema Tax Nbolition Com. 
nittee is not prepared to allow the matter to rest there, 
however, and during the past few davs much time and 
thought has been devoted to the question by the Com- 
mittee, and various plans lave been put into operation 
to deal with the situation thus created. 


Preparing for Eventualities. 


HE more optimistic members are hopeful that the 

whole question can be re-raised when the Finance 

Bill reaches its report stage during the next fort- 

nicht. Meanwhile nothing is being left to chance in order 

to achieve the end in) view, and a most complete cam- 

paign of activity has been mapped out and will be put 

into immediate effect. Evidently those entrusted with 
the conduct of affairs are preparing for eventualitics. 


Alliance Fitm Corporation. 


UNDERSTAND that at the annual general meeting 

of the Alliance Film Corporatien a day or two ago, 

Sir Walter de Frece. in his address to the share- 
holders. put before them the question of those share- 
holders who were in default, and secing that the call 
Was made so long avo as May, 1921, a resolution was 
passed by the members present to the effect that the 
Corporation should take the necessary steps to forfeit all 
shares on which the amount due had not been settled by 
the end of July. 


Leeds Leads Again. 

HE universal topic of discussion following the trade 
show of ‘6 Man—Woman— Marriage.’ which Asso- 
ciated First National screened on Friday last, 

vas the splendid music played to the picture, and con- 
eratulations were showered upon Mr. Perey Phillipson at 
the close of the performance. As T stated last week, 
this was the first oecasion upon which a provincial picture 
louse band had been brought to Tondon, and the 
orchestra in question came from Mr. Leonard Denham’s 
well known house, The Lounge, Headingley, Leeds. 


Real Playing to Pictures. 

SELDOM remember hearing a picture played to so 

beautifully during the whole of my experience of 

trade shows, and Mr. Fred Kitchen, the conductor, 
deserves the heartiest congratulations upon a splendid 
performance. The overture received a spontaneous burst 
of applause, whilst throughout the screening of the 
picture each scene was worked up with music to such a 
piteh that the success that attended the show, apart 
altogether from the picture itself, was undoubtedly 
immensely contributed to by the very fine orchestration. 
Tf lat Friday’s show isa specimen of the wav in which 
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pictures are plaved to at The Lounge, Headingley, then 
it is litthe wonder this theatre is doing such excellent 
business, 


A Striking Prologue. 

HOPE other renters will follow Associated First 

National’s example and bring this) orchestra to 

Londen so that we may enjoy their trade shows a 
great deal more in the future. Another feature of this 
show was the splendid prelogee which preceded the 
screening of the picture, In this cause, no expense had 
been spared to portray one or two very interesting scenes 
from the pieture, and its striking staging was generally 
admitted to be an emphatic success. 


The Incompleat Cricketer. 
HADE of Sir Tazaak! In the Anglers ve Cricketers 
S match at Leeds, which our correspondent reports 
on another page, the Compleat Angler's namesake 
batted among the cricketers and in opposition to the 
fishermen. How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons 
of war—exchanged ! 


Beaverbrook on Byron. 

HAT Lord Beaverbrook is still keenly interested) in 
British films is evidenced by the letter of con- 
gratulation he has sent Col. Bromhead, of the 

Gaumont Company, upon the success achieved by the 
beautiful and artistic production of the life of Lord 
Bavron, entitled “A Prince of Levers.” which has 
recently been shown to the London trade. It reads as 
follows : 


Dew Bromhead. To congratulate you most warmly on the 


Byron fim. which To hear is a great) success. It would be a 
wonderful achievement if) you would repeat) the success with 
sufficient frequency to demonstrate that production in) Englind 
is practicable.—Yours faithfully. BeaverBRook. 


What About It? 
this for an 


OW'S 
i ' publicity sheet ?: 


Makes no difference whether vou're pro-golf. a golf widow, 
a volf bug. or ret even golf wise, you're due to burst your belt: 
when Larry Semon takes to the sinks, 


extract) from oan American 


Seems tome this almost wants translating ! 


The Lilt of the Pipes. 
PROPOS the erection of the new Tivoli, full details 
A concerming which appear on another page, it is 
interesting to recall the fact that the Brothers 
Adam, when building upon the aptly-named Adelphi 
site. brought with them for the task from Scotland a large 
number of Scottish artisans and Tabourers. In order to 
prevent them becoming homesick, the shrewd Scots im- 
ported also a piper, whose task was to perform upon. thie 
bagpipes while the workmen were engaged in their task 
with, for a time, satisfictory results. 


And An Irish Invasion. 
UT there came a time when even the piper failed to 
charm. The workanen had been engaged at a lower 
rate of pay than was the London standard, and a 
difference of opinion arose between the Scots who wanted 
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more and the Scots who refused to pay. The workmen 
went on strike, but their cessation of Jabour was 
countered by one of the Adam Brothers going back upon 
his fellow countrymen and importing a set of hefty Inish- 
men, whose ability to take their own part, as well as 
their skill, secured them constant employment to the 
Scotsinen’s chagrin. 


Pola Negri for U.S.A. 

HE latest news from Germany is that Pola Negri, 
the famous sereen actress, is going to America to 
star in Famous-Lasky photoplays. I understand 

that Miss Negri is proceeding to the United States some- 
where in December and that Ernest Lubitsch will be 
paying a visit to that country somewhere about the same 
time. 


The Interest in 

‘* Broadcasting.” 
OOKING in upon 
Walturdaw — the 
other day I was 
much interested in a 
map hanging in the 
office upon which were 
numerous red marks. 
These, I found, marked 
the towns from which 
inguiries and contracts 
had come for the Mar- 
coniphone. Bodmin 
was the farthest south- 
west town and New- 
castle its most distant 
station north - east, 
while Barrow on_ the 
north-west, and Great 
Yarmouth and Margate 
on the east, showed 
the widespread interest 
in the new scheme of 

** broadcasting.” 


To Avoid ‘‘ Jamming.” 
A RRANGEMENTS 


“<The Diamend Queen,” 


between manu. 

facturers are 
getting towards finality now, and it is hoped that within 
a few weeks everything will be in order for the ‘‘ broad- 
casting ‘’ proper. Everyone concerned is making haste 
slowly, as there is great anxiety that the lack of control 
in America, which has resulted in the retardation of 
broadcasting efficiency there, may be avoided in this 
country. With all details definitely settled, the confu- 
sion and “* jamming ’”’ which America has known — will 
be impossible here, and it is confidently asserted that 
when *‘ broadcasting ’’ takes place here it will be on 
more perfect lines than any other country has known. 


A Sample of Scottish Wit. 


ERE is a sample cof Scottish humour which was 
} i fired off at the last meeting of the C.E.A., 
Glasgow Branch: 

First Mrmper: ‘* This matter was referred to in the 
Trade Press.”’ 

Second MrmBrr: “I do not read the Trade Press.’ 
(Laughter and applause.) 

First Mewerr: “ Very wise, too.’ 
and applause.) 

As a matter of fact, writes our Glasgow correspondent, 
these two brilliant exponents of Scottish wit are arnong 
the most diligent students of ‘Thr Firm Renter every 
week, 


and a fine 


“e > 


(More laughter 
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ADMISSION: THREE TIN CANS. 


An American exhibitor, in order to boost business on the Universal serial, 


announced 
youngsters to his theatre for an admission charge of three tin cans. No 
less than 1,500 such receptacles (seen above) were brought to the theatre, 
advertisement, 
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Not a Scenic Film. 


N American trade contemporary heads -a dispatch 
A from London: ‘* Stoll Handling Wales Film.” 
For the information of those concerned I hasten 

to explain that the film in question is not a scenic, but 
the official record of the Prince of Wales’ Tour in India. 


Overcrowding ! 


NCONSCIOUS humour is often the best. At the 
U meeting of the Swansea Watch Committee, our 
Cardiff correspondent. tells us, Councillor John 
Lewis asked if there was any overcrowding now in 
kinemas. Doubtless the Chief Constable had to exercise 
all his official self-control as he answered blandly that 
he had not noticed any. Exhibitors would be relieved 
to see a little over- 
crowding just now I’m 
thinking, 


Who Would Like to 
Spar With Carpentier? 


HERE is an _ op- 
| portunity for a 


strong, muscular 
man to meet Carpen- 
tier in the ring—before 
a motion picture 
camera. The fighter 
will have to stand some 
hard treatment, for the 
scenario of the pictur2 
calls for the noted 
French champion — to 
give his adversary ra- 
ther strong treatment. 
Stuart Blackton, who 
is producing the film, 
has been trying — for 
three weeks to find 
such a type of sparring 
partner for Carpentier 


last month that he would admit as he desires, but so 
far has been  unsuc- 

resulted, cessful. Mr. Black- 

ton now makes an 


appeal through the Press, and somewhere in the United 
hingdom he thinks there must be just the kind of fighter 
he wants to put up against the Frenchman in the ring, 


Popular Idols—Past and Present. 


HIS year will witness the presentation as film heroes 
of an extraordinary triumvirate of popular idols 
—two of the past and one of the present: Lord 
Byron, Rob Roy, and Georges Carpentier. The Gaumont 
Company, Ltd., are presenting the whole triumvirate, 
each hero in his own film and each film a super-produc- 
tion. This company has vastly enhanced its already great 
reputation with the Byron film, ‘*A Prince of Lovers’’ and 
Lovers ’” (reviewed elsewhere in this issue), and it is 
it is likely to make still more history with the ‘Rob Roy’’ 
story now being produced by Will Kellino in the Tros- 
sachs, and with the Carpentier film, *‘ My Lady April,” 
which Stuart Blackton is producing in the company’s 
studios at = Shepherd’s 
Bush. 


T underestand, by ; 
the way, that the Carpen- : 
tier film is a joint venture e 
of the Gaumont Company, rr 
Ltd., and Stuart Blackton 


Original from 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


6 THE FILM RENTER ¢> MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


July 8, 1g22. 


THE FORCE OF THE KINEMA AS 
MUSICAL AGENCY BEYOND 
CALCULATION. 


But very few Musicians realise this. A Great New 
Training School for the advancement 


of Public Taste. 


(By FELIX:ORMAN, Author of “ The. Glorious Adventure.’) 


DUCATED or ignorant, gay or grave, sentimental 
E or materialistic, music compels and. stirs us all. 
We respond to it as we do to no other art or form 
of human expression. We are influenced by it as) by 
nothing else. Our emotions, our sense of beauty, our 
hopes, our loves, and Gur everything find satisfaction in 
music. Why?) Beeause music answers that) spiritual 
something which is at the base of all cur lives. 


Music the Language of the Soul. 

The lamented James Huneker, that brilliant American 
critic of all the arts, and of music in) particular, whose 
pages are like shimmering verbal iridescents, had, better 
than any other commentator T have ever known or read, 
the big conception of the place of music in the world, 
This was not merely because he was a thorough student, 
a fine musician, and an ardent believer in the functions 
of music: but because in additicn to those qualities, he 
saw all of life in terms of beauty, and believed that 
muusic best expressed this beauty. 

Tt has often been said that music is the language of the 
soul; but Huneker gave us something better than such 
veneralities. His voluminous writings fairly throbbed 
with his fervent appreciation of music in its relation to 
the beauties and the finest aspects of human experience. 
He saw inusic as the base of all the arts. And, indeed, 
ix that not so?) Take poetry, prose, painting. sculpture, 
and every form of art. and you will find rhythm and 
harmony at the foundation. © The musical sense is the 
groundwork of every art. [t is the soul of literature. the 
imagery of painting: it is in every beauty spot of Nature. 
We often “sce through our ears,”’ though we may not 
be aware of it. 


A Composite of the Arts. 

I have always wondered why Huneker never wrote of 
the films, if indeed he did not. [have never seen. a refer- 
ence Gf his to the motion pictures. Several times before 
his death last vear I thought of suggesting to him that 
he give a chapter to his conception of the potentialities of 
the screen for artistic expression, Somehow T hesitated. 
1 had the feeling that he had seen only the inartistic and 
sensational type of pictures, und these had been out of 
harmony with his great sense of beauty. Yet surely he 
must have recognised the tremendous power of the films 
for expressing the most beautiful things of life—a com- 
posite of painting, literature, drama, dance. pantomime, 
and, in short, all the arts merged into one, 


The Significance of the Kinema. 


T often think that musicians in all countries have not 
vet arrived at anything near an adequate understanding 
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or appreciation of the significance of the kinema in 
spreading and Tmuproving the taste for music. ‘Che more 
advanced musicitns are disposed to scoff at the kinema 
ws oa promoter of musical appreciation just as the self- 
consciously intellectual dramatists are inclined te sneer 
at the films as a vehicle of dramatic expression. I have 
talked with many musicians on the subject of kinema 
tnasic, and invariably have been impressed with their 
indifference and their utter failure to grasp the meaning 
of the greatest opportunity music has lad in its countless 
centuries of existence, 


As a Musical Agency. 


The actual functions of the kinema for musical cduca- 
tion and cultural progress fairly stagger the imavination. 
Measured in terms of creating a universal love of music 
and improving the taste for musie, also in appealing to 
and arousing an appreciation Gof life in terms of music— 
getting back to Huneker again-—the force of the kinema 
as aomusical agency is bevond calculation. Yet very few 
Musicians revise this, Kveryvone worthy of being called 
na omusician should bend to a study of this great new 
medium: for lifting all the peoples of the world to the 
place of music-lovers, and should do his utmost to assist 
in this colossal public training school of musical advance- 
ment. 


A Vast Forum for the Promotion of Music. 

Many millions of people every day patronise the 
kinemas of the world. | Nothing else attracts anything 
Nike so large an audience. These people are receptive; the 
affiliation ef music with the romances and dramas they 
see before them charges music with a meaning and 
significance never before impressed upon them. And so 
(says the writer in an article in the “ Musical News °') 
week after week, month after month, the audience of the 
kinema grows along with the number of music-lovers; 
while countless thousands accustomed only to the trashy 
types of music become acquainted with the higher forms 
ef music. The kinema opens up a vast, ever-growing 
forum for the promotion of musie in its best aspects 
throughout the world. 


The Need of Musical Education. 


But there is need of musical education. T wish there 
were an evangelist to spread the Huneker idea of niusic 
in its relation to the innermost beauties of life. What an 
opportunity! The kinema ust become this musical 
evangelist—a many-voiced preacher stressing ever the 
beauties of music, not merely as something to hear, but 
something revealing the spiritual things of life. 
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BELLOC’S OVERPOWERING OBSESSION. 


‘Well-known writer tilts at the wind, and fails to 
realise the impossibility of making purely 
historical films into good 
entertainment. 


LIVER WENDELL HOLMES in one cf his 
Breakfast Table Locks has remarked upon 
the two ways in which historical facts may be 

apprehended, and in his whimsical way, vet with unerr- 
ing phrase, speaks of the two methods as masculine and 
feminine. By the maseuline he means that determined 
attack upon history which demands vigorous and  sus- 
tained application, the mastering cf facts and dates, the 
marshalling of them into orderly sequence, the relating 
of the occurrences in ene country to occurrences in 
another. This, as anyone who has attempted it knows, 
demands concentration and application such as only the 
real student can give and benefit by. 


THE FEMININE METHOD. 


But there is the other way of approach—the feminine 
way, to use Holmes’ phrase—by which history may be 
apprehended, and that lies through the reading of novels 
dealing with a particular period in history, where the 
interest of the reader is held not by the customs and 
harsh administrative procedure of the time, but by some 
particular character or set of characters. Here their 
mode of life and environment become of absorbing 
interest, and the reader, instead of endeavouring to ex- 
ercise and thus overstrain his mental digestion with hard, 
unassimilable chunks of history, has them served as tasty 
accompaniments to the main constituent of the meal. 


HISTORY AS INCIDENT. 


Mr. Hilaire Belloc has recently been lifting up his 
\cice again to utter an oft-delivered protest against the 
use of the screen for the portrayal of romantic storics, 
und has been urging that it should be used for the 
presentation of history—presumably of that kind which, 
when we were children, bored us to tears—that is, when 
tears were not extracted by some more painful process. 
What Mr. Belloe seems to ignore is that what people are 
interested in primarily, is their fellow men, not the great 
facts of government, and that if history is to be taught 
through the sereen it can best be done by interesting 
spectators in a set of characters—possibly fictiticus—and 
causing them to move amid scenes which show the cir- 
cumstances of the time. This has already been done in 
countless pictures where the diligence which characterised 
the preparation 6f novelists when writing historical novels 
las been equalled and even surpassed by the pains which 
film producers have expended in securing accuracy of 
detail in super-films such as have recently been produced. 
Mr. Belloe does not seem to know this. 


THE HUMAN SIDE 


Moreover, the human side of history is being presented 
by teachers in up-to-date schools to the exclusion of the 
old hard-fact-and-figure method of earlier days, and this 
edueaticnal method is being extended to such subjects 
even as geography. The events of history are, after all, 
only the results of the motives of various men coming 
into co- operation or antagonism, and to ignore the per- 
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sonal element is to misunderstand histerical events, and 
to think of them as merely things of parchment and seal 
und goosequill, How much more live does the particular 
period of English histery besome when we have found 
interest ino the characters of “* Hereward the Wake,” 
* Ivanhoe,’* or The Last of the Barons. *’ 


WHY NOT THE SCREEN. 


Yet, if Mr. Belloe is understood aright, what Is allowed 
to literature sheuld be denied to the kinema picture. He 
cannot, surely, maintain that the historical novel is a 
inistake, possessed, as it is, of a glamour which novels 
dealing with contemporary cvents do not possess? 
After all, the lengthy, and it must be admitted at 
times tedious descriptions of dress or custom which 
figure in’ the nevels cf Scott do not give to the 
eve their particular detail of colour or form, dignity cr 
exactitude in the way that a picture presentation does. 
Why, then, Mr. Bellos would deprive the screen cf 
its rightful part in deepening interest in historical events, 
Iv limiting its function to a bare recital of stark historical 
fact, is inexplicable, 


ENTERTAINMENT FIRST. 


Tt cannet be maintained that such recital would possess 
greater accuracy, for bias is as common in historians as in 
«ther folk. Mr. Belloe’s objection seems to be that the 
screen should not do anything beside record actual facts, 
and that the telling of a story is only its secondary pur- 
pose, even if such a high position as this be accorded it. 
He forgets that the kinema is regarded first and foremost 
Ly its habitués as a place Gf entertainment and not 
primarily of instruction, and much as educationists may 
revret the fact that felk like to be entertained rather than 
instructed, that fact. cannot be ignored. Afer all, what 
would make the werld better is not so much larger brains 
us kinder hearts. 

The producer of films and the exhibitor of them under- 
stand the mind of the kinema-going public well enough 
te know that if histery is presented it must be presented 
by arranging it round a human stery, or to put it in 
ancther way, to give life to the characters’ environment, 
by making their loves and bates throb through it. That 
you must interest first to instruct well is a recognised 
axiom among most of those who teach to-day, and the 

picking up cof learning’s crumbs " while being enter- 
tained often makes a more satisfving meal with more 
lasting results than the taking of a big meal which the 
digestion cannct assimilate nor the system avccmmodate. 

Mr. Hilaire Belloe may write geod books and under. 
stand his own particular public, but when he turns advo- 

cate for the historical film pure and simple. he proves 
by his advocacy that he neither understands his subject. 
nor the public to whom he thinks such pictures would 
appeal. He had much better, under such circumstances, 
leave the task to those better qualified than himsclf to 
attempt its accomplishment. 
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STRAND’S NEW PICTURE HOUSE. 


Mr. James White’s New Venture on the old Tivoli Site— 
A capacious and well-appointed building to cost 


£110,000 and to seat 2,592 persons. 


N the site of the old Tivoli Theatre, in the Strand, 
O where, during the vears of war, the Beaver Hut 
accommodated hundreds of soldiers from the great 
Canadian Commonwealth, and where prior to that stood 
the famous music hall, there is to rise and be completed 
by Easter next a super-kinema and restaurant built upon 
lines that will add an architectural feature to the Strand, 
and one which will dignify that important thoroughfare. 


AN 
ARCHITECTURAL 
TRIUMPH. 


Nearly two hundred 
years have passed 
since the Scotch bro- 
thers Adam, one of 
them fresh from his 
visit to Italy and full 
of the beauty of the 
Palace of Diocletian, 
on the Bay of Spalato, 


set to work to build 
upon the ground 


sloping down to the 
Thames, arches which 
should support at a= 
dignified height that 
copy of the Italian 
Palace which the 
Adelphi Terrace exhibits. © Consequently the new build- 
ing, whose front elevation we print as an illustration here- 
with, has been designed to keep the whole site in an 
architectural harmony, and Mr. Bertie Crewe, with whom 
are associated Messrs. Gunter and Gunter, has striven 
successfully to achieve not only an architectural triumph, 
but so to arrange its interior accommodation as to provide 
eomfort to patrons and efficiency in’ exhibition and 
organisation. 

Workmen are this week busy demolishing the old 
Beaver Hut in preparation for the new super-kinema. 
The builders are Messrs. F. G. Minter, of Putney, and the 
cost of the structure is to be £110,000. The new Tivoli 
will be set back some fifteen feet from the present 
frontage, and thus take its part in the Strand widening 
which the I..C.C. is aiming at with each improvement. 


SOME INTERESTING FEATURES. 

The plans, which a Firm Renter representative has 
been allowed by the architects to examine, reveal some 
interesting features. The main entrance will be in the 
Strand at the West End of the building near Durham 
House Street, and exit doors are arranged along the front 
eastward. The stalls, which are below the street level, 
will accommodate 900 persons, the cirele 640, and the 
haleony 552, while there is also standing room for 500 
people. This is independent of the number which the 
large waiting room will accommodate, where patrons will 
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THe New Picture THEATRE IN THE STRAND. 
(Reproduced from the Architects’ plans.) 


be able to wait without suffering the inconveniences of 
weather conditions until room is available in the particular 
part of the house in which they wish to take up their 
places. A novel system of signalling from the attendants 
in charge of the stalls, for instance, will allow just the 
number which will fill the seats vacant to proceed, the 
dressing of each section being from the front backward, 
and not rice versa. A foyer 500 feet square in the upper 
part of the house is similarly signalled, 


A 
MAGNIFICENT 
ORGAN. 
One of the great 
attractions of the 
theatre will be the 


huge organ which is 
being specially built 
by Messrs Jardine, of 
Manchester. The con- 
sole will be placed 
just below the centre 
of the near 
the orchestra, the 
organ itself, its pipes 
and tubes, being built 
up on each side, This 
arrangement — has 
meant the exercise of 
great care and architectural skill in order that the con- 
nections between console and organ proper might not 
interfere with the interior scheme of decoration. As, of 
course, it is not permissible to have a licensed restaurant 
within the building, two luncheon bars will be provided 
with separate access. 


screen, 


GOOD TASTE WITHIN AND WITHOUT. 


As will be seen from our illustration, the Tivoli is built 
in free classie style of Portland stone, four huge columns 
giving dignity and strength to the appearance of the 
building, which will rise to a height of 55 feet. Within, 
the decoration will be in the Hmpire style—of the time 
(f Napoleon IT. Highly ornamented, its colour scheme 
will be most tastefully carried out, and the lighting will 
be effected by concealed lights, the colour of which is 
variable at will, 

Mr. James White, whose name has been so prominently 
before the kinema trade recently, is one of the chief men 
behind this great enterprise, and with him is Mr, A. J.. 
Ormerod, the purchaser of De Keyser’s Hotel. It is 
intended that the Tivoli shall be exclusively a kinema with 
a continuous performance: the name of Mr. Thomas 
Dawe, manager of the Adelphi Theatre, is mentioned as 
manager of the new venture. 
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* BROADCASTING ” AND 


* LISTENING IN.” 


A Subject of intense interest to every British Picture 
Theatre Proprietor. 


O great is the interest of the public in’ ‘* broadcasting ”” 
that it is impossible now to pick up any newspaper with 

a familiar name without finding some reference to radio 
possibilities either in’ the form of news or of articles and 
paragraphs written by men who have the viewpourt of the expert. 
In the infancy of an idea or an industry this necessity for 
explanation through the Press is very necessary, but somet nes 
the details offered are not thoroughly to be relied upon, and are 
oceasionally written without inside knowledge of the arrange- 
between manufacturing — firms 


D 


ments being made privately 
investing large sums in the new venture. 


Subject of Widespread Interest. 


It is not the purpose of THE Finat Rexrer to encroach upon 
the experts’ domain, but knowing the interest taken by kincma 
proprictors in broadcasting generally, owing to the scheme being 
placed before them by the well-known renting firm of 
Walturdaw, we decom it opportune to extract from: the American 
Supplement of The Times"? of Wednesday some facts from 
an informative article. Much of it deals with private sets, by 
means of which it is estimated that a million and a half American 
families receive matter broadcasted from: ste! ons a hundred to 
a hundred and fifty miles away. Weather reports, sporting news, 
mnarket reports, dance music, lectures and concerts are trans. 
mitted, and never, says the writer of the article, has an invention 
so absorbed the interest of a whole population, Tt began on 
quite a small scale., but when its possibilities became known 
the demand for apparatus and accesscries quite overwhelmed the 
manufacturers, and newspapers, realising the wide appeal of 
radio inatters, are printing programs of the nearest broadcasting 
stution day by day. 


Awkward Enthusiasm. 


But this enthusiasm has its drawbacks. 
of people are not only anx‘ous to receive but also to trausinit, 
the occurrence known as“! jimming "is apt to be frequent, 
und with its frequency comes irritation and annoyance. It is 
a desire on the part of British manufacturers and the Govern. 
ment to avoid this which is causing them to make their haste 
in this matter slowly and perfect their broadcasting organisation, 
article : 


When great nuinbers 


rw 


Says the ‘ Times ” 


Although the United States Government has liberally granted 
licences which permit the establishment of broadcasting stations, 
it must inevitably exercise a stricter control over radio com- 
munication in order that the ether may not become a veritable 
Babel. At present, broadcasting stations are limited to wave 
lenzths of 360 metres. Broadcasting stations within a few miles 
of one another are bound to interfere. Amateur telegraph 
operators, too, with their persistent dots and dashes, must be 
curbed. Already the Government is studying this problem. 
Under the guidance uf Secretary Hoover, a commission has been 
formed to make the proper recommendation for policing the ether. 


Perfecting the System. 

When the Britisher gets his ‘* broadcasting " he wants it as 
perfect as it is possible to be, and the lessons being learned 
from the American difficulties cannot be teo closely studied. 
The hustle of the American has produced many unforescen 
difficulties, and when one remembers that the demand for all 
the © broudcusting and “listening " grew up ina few mouths 


Google 


last winter--it was neeessary that America should not lose its 
reputation for rapid motion, even though it) were maintained 
at the expense of efliciency. 

Over here great trouble is being taken by the foremost wireless 
firms to ensure perfect installution, for in that mutter lies the 
secret of success. Tt is necessary to take great precautions to 
ensure that any electric apparatus in the building shall be so 
insulated as not to affect the apparatus giving out the message, 
How necessary this is is seen from another extract in the article 
above referred to, where special precautions have to be taken 
in the broadcasting stations to produce the correct results : 


In a Broadcasting Station. 

* The interior of a broadcasting station is not quite so romantic 
as one imagines it to be. It has a rather ceremonial aspect ; 
for its walls are draped with cloth hangings in order to prevent 
cehees and reverberations that may interfere with proper trans- 
mission, The apparatus looks familiar, The announcer, a 
resuscitation of the ancient stentor, uses an ordinary telephone 
transmitter—ordinary, at least, in appearance, The artist sings 
or speaks into another transinitter of a less familiar type. 

‘) Madame Buromowska will now sing the *t Hyinn to the 
Sun’? from Le Coq d'Or, by Rimsky-Korsakov,’ proclaims the 
announcer to an audience housed within a range of one hundred 
miles. As an Anglo-Saxon he has some difficulty with the 
Russian names, but his hearers are none the wiser. Then 
Madame Buromowska, with the stout form and the heaving 
bosom that are the physical characteristics of the operatic 
soprano from Peking to San Franciseo, and from) Spitsbergen 
to the Cape of Good Hope, pours out her full-throated best.” 

The article concludes with a warning and a question—a waril- 
ing that the position of the smaller manufacturer may not be 
able to stand the financial strain—a question put in a form 
interesting to the motion picture trade. 


Guesses at the Future. 
Where is this to end? No one can foretell. No doubt: some 


of the twenty radio publications that have sprung up, mushroom- 
like, and many of the smaller manufacturers must fail. But 
radio broadcasting must be regarded as permanently established, 
Its potentialities are so stupendous that it is inconceivable that 
it should Janguish and die. And who knows but a new art 
may be born? The motion picture gave us the silent drama. 
Will radio give us the blind drama—the drama that appeals 
cnly to the ear?” 


PRINCESS MARY SEES IDEAL’S 
FILM, “THE FOUR SEASONS.” 


RINCESS MARY. accompanied by Viscount Lascelles, 
visited the New Gallery Kinema on Tuesday afternoon to 
ece the film which was made of her wedding presents, 

The Princess had a rousing welcome from a crowd which 


eathered outside. 

In addition to the presents film the reyal visitor was shown 
the Ideal film, *¢ The Four Seasons.) which has been so pener- 
ally admired and praised by the critics. 
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“INTOLERANCE” HEROINE ENTERTAINED 
AT SAVOY HOTEL. 


Mae Marsh arrives in England to Star in Great British 
Production—-Mr. Norman-Wright welcomes her 


on behalf of the Trade. 


S announced in our last issuc, Miss Mac Marsh, the famous 
American actress, who will principally be remembered 
by her striking performance in the great Griffith picture, 

“Intolerance,” which is now betore the British public, was due 
to arrive in England this week. Mi-s Marsh, who has come 
over for, we understand, a record fee, has been engaged by the 
Graham-Wilcox combination to play thy lead in their next photo- 
play entitled * Flames of Passion,"’ 


Reception at the Savoy. 

A mest enjoyable reception was held at the Savey Hotel on 
Monday evening to welcome Miss Marsh, at which the chair was 
tuken by Mr. FL Norman-Wright (Quanaging director of ‘Tne 
Fiuw Resterj). A gathering of Jay and Trade Press representa- 
tives, together with many prominent exhibitors and members of 
the cast which will be featured in this production, were present, 
the company including: Lady Bowyer, Mr. Carroll (the American 
Consul), Miss JTilda Bayley, Mr. Herbert Langley, Mr, George 
Kk. Arthur, Mr. and Mrs. Israel Davis and Captain Davis, Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert Clavering, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Clavering, 
Ma. Tilney (from Wales), Joe Fuller (from Manchester), and 
other prominent personalities in the exhibiting world. 


Norman-Wright Welcomes Mae Marsh. 

Mr. F. Norman-Wright, in welcoming Miss Mae Marsh to 
England’ on bebalf of Herbert and Charles Wilcox and Graham. 
Cutts, expressed the pleasure they all felt in having such a 
talented artiste appearing in a British film = production, and 
jorecasted that with such a capable little lady in the leading 
role the film would undoubtedly be an outstanding British phot o- 
play. Tle referred to her great work in ‘* The Birth of a Nation’ 
and ** Jutolerance,’* and said how appropriate it was that her 
arrival ‘coincided with the revival of the last-named picture by 
his friend Arthur Clavering, of Film Bocking Offices, He was 
delighted that Miss Marsh was to star for Astra, for he believed 
that Graham-Cutts was one of the best exponents of his craft 
in Great Britain, and he could assure their guest that with this 
gentleman in control everything would be done to make the 
production one worthy of her great reputation, (Applause), 

Mr. Norman-Wright coneluded his speech by including in his 
felicitations Miss Marsh's husband, Mr. Arms, and also. the 
kaby, both of whem had aecompanicd her across the Atlautic. 


A Little Inspiration. 

Mr. G, A, Atkinson, the film critic of the ‘Daily Express.’ 
ina witty speech of appreciation of Miss Marsh's talent, also 
referred to the small strauger she had brought with her, whose 
presence he believed would help to inspire her to achieve even 


greater triumphs, for in Fleet Street they believed that ‘ the 
hand which rocks the cradle rules the last cdition.’? As there 


secmed to be some doubt about the title of the film in which 
she was to appear (it had been variously called ‘ Flames of 
Passion ’? and ‘ Flowers of Passion ’’), Mr. Atkinson ventured 
to sugvest that a goad alternative title would be ‘ While the 
Censor Sleeps,’? a Story of Old Cockayne! (Laughter,) 
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More Speeches. 

Fulogistie speeches were also mide by the American Consul, 

Mr. Carroll, Mr. Harry Reichenbach, Miss Hilda Bayley, Mrs. 
Davis, Mr. Grenville Robbins, and Mr. BE. W. Fredinan, which 
were suitably responded to in a very charming little speech by 
Miss Marsh. It was quite evident that the puest of the evening 
was conuinely taken aback at the warmth of her welcome. Mr, 
Lee Arms, her husband, also expressed his eratificution at the 
many kind things that had been said. 
Grauham-Cutts and dTerbert Wileox, of the Astra 
Company, with a humility remarkably rare in the film: trade, 
could not be induced to respond to the toast of their health, so 
the chairman very kindly did this for them and, in another neat 
peroration, thanked everyone for being present, 


Messrs. 


To Star in New Griffith Picture. 

From achat Thad with Miss Mae Marsh during the evening 
Qvrites FB. ’W. Fredinan) TP eathercd that her visit to this country 
must not exceed scine nine weeks in all, as she is under contract 
to play in D. W. Griffith's next production commencing in 
September. Miss Marsh impressed the whole gathering with her 
wistful personality, and tae new Graham-Wilcox filam, with such 
a great actress playing the lead, should certainly prove to be a 
picture worthy of this country, : 

On Tuesday evening Miss Mae Marsh spoke at the West End 
Kinema, where the D. W. Griffith picture, ‘Intolerance ’' (in 
which she appears) is being shown for a season, 


THE ELITE PICTURE HOUSE, 
MIDDLESBROUGH. 


Petition to the High Court Dismissed. 


HE petition of Mr John Reuben Smiles, Linthorpe, 
Middlesbrough, a creditor for £5,000 of the Elite Picture 
Thentre (Middlesbrough), Ltd., was again before Mr. 

Justice Astbury in the Companics Winding-up Court last: week. 
Mr. Vaisey appeared for p:stitioner, and Mr. Hunt for the 
company and for creditors for £54000, 

His Lordship suid the petitioner had been treated rather badly, 
but he would: grant the creditors whom Mr. Hant represented 
the indulgence of now being at liberty to appear, on the under- 
taking of Mr. Hunt that some one for whom: he appeared would 


pay the costs of the petitioner, who had been put to the expense 
of getting judement, and coming here three times. That would 
emible these creditors to defeat Mr. Waisex’s client, there being 
£34,000 veainst £5,000, but the creditors were more likely to be 
puid if the building was completed and the business started. 

Mr. Hunt said he was instructed that Mr Robert Jiston, of 
Messrs, Elliston, Evans, and Jackson, creditors for £25,000, 
would vive the undertuking desired. 

Mr. Waiseyv said he would submit to the petition being dis- 
missed, and oon the undertuking beige given, his Lordship dis- 
uiissed the petition. 
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THE3 LUNCHEON AT !THRE SAVOY HOTEL. 


ASSOCIATED FIRST NATIONAL 
ENTERTAIN EXHIBITORS. 


Striking Speeches follow Trade Show of ‘Man — 


Woman—Marriage.” 


OLLOWING the trade show of ‘* Man. Woman— Mar- 
F riage"? on Friday last, Associated First National Pictures, 
Ltd., gave a iuncheon at the Savoy Hotel, at which a 
number of well-known personalities in the political workl and a 
Mr. R. J. 


Pugh, the managing director of First National, was in the chair, 


large number of prominent exhibitors were present. 


and among those supporting him were Lady Lloyd-Gracme, Mi. 
R. D. Morris, M.P., Mr. J. A. Seddon, M.P., Mr. John Wallace, 
M.P., Mr. fi. Bh. Lyons, Mr. Victor Sheridan, Mr. J. Shefhield, 
Mr. W. N. Blake, Walter Wanger, Leonard Denham, and other 
well-known exhibitors from all parts of the Kingdom. 


E. E. Lyons’s Appeal. 

A number of very interesting speeches were heard, particularly 
from Lady Lloyd Graeme, Mr. R. D. Morris, M.P., and Mr. 
John Wallace, M.P., whilst one of the most striking utterances 
This 


from the exhibiting side came from Mr. BE. iB. Lyons, 


well-known showman, in congratulating First National upon 
their excellent picture, took the opportunity of making a moving 
appeal ino support cf the Entertainments Tax being removed, 
and undoubtedly amade a very deep impression upon the whole 
of those present with the fine arguments he used. Mr. Lyons 
is the typesof showman who knews what he is talking abcut, 


nnd his arguments were followed with the closest attention, 


Mr. Wallace and Mr. Morris, two of the Members of Parlia- 
ment who were present, both affirmed their intention of sup- 
porting the agitation for the removal of the tax, whilst Lady 
Llovd Graeme made some striking utterances in her support. ef 
the film that was shown that morning. 


Tt was generally recognised by all present that Associated 
First National had marked an epoch in the showing of ‘* Man— 
Woman -Marriage,” which was highly commended on all sides 
as a ereat showman’s picture. 


BUTCHER’S 1923 PROGRAM. 


A List of Attractive British Productions. 


ELECTED British) productions releascd on the British 
S National Program are included in Butcher's output for 
next year. The first three have now been announced, 

No. 1, the Walter West production, ‘* When Greek Mcets 
Greek,’ was recently trade shown, and booked for release in 
January, In this rendering of Paul Trent's story of steel and 
a man of steel, the two players, Violet 
advantave 


Hopson and Stewart 


tome, are seen to among the various industrial 
settings. 
No. 2 on the list is the Progress British photoplay, ‘ The 


Lilae Sunhonnet,”? by S. R. Crockett, a tale of Scotland, pro- 
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duced in Scotland by Sidney Morgan. Joan Morgan hends the 
list of players, and exhibitors should make a point of being 
present at the trade show on July 13 at the New Gallery Kinema. 
It is a story of the land o? cakes, with the maenificence of local 
colour. Release date, February, 1923. 

No. 3 in the list, which will be trade shown in Aucust, is a 
racing story, and is a Walter West production entitled ‘* Son 
of Wissing Cup,’ featuring Viclet Hopson and Stewart Rome. 
The story is by Campbell Rae-Brown, the author of that other 
popular film, ‘* Kissing Cup’s Race,’? and should prove equally 
us realistic considering the trouble Walter West has gone to 
to secure the race scenes, a complete record of this year’s Derby 
being made, 

Those productions will be 
interest, will 


followed by others of popular 


and include famous players and = big authors, 


particulars of which will be announced in due course, 
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A GREAT SHOWMAN’S ATTRACTION. 


Superb Staging and Wonderful Acting in “ Man— 
Woman—Marriage” which has a Terrific 
Showman’s Appeal. 


An Unusual Picture Brilliantly Directed with Extraordinarily Dramatic 
and Spectacular Scenes—A certain draw with 


every kinema-goer 


66 AN—WOMAN—MARRIAGE,” which Associated First 
M National Pictures screened to the trade last week, 

is probably one of the most unusual pictures that 

has ever come to us from America. It is put out as a picturisa- 
tion of woman's faith throughout the ages, and in a theme of 
universal appeal it reveals the changing spheres that woman has 


’ 


SCENE FROM ‘* MaxN—Wowman—Marriace.’ 


occupied since the dawn of history, The film takes us from the 
present day back to the cave period, and is undoubtedly one of 
the greatest dramas that has ever been screened. 


A VERY UNUSUAL PICTURE. 


** Man—Woman—Marriage ’’ is, as we have remarked, a very 
unusual picture. In reality it is five pictures made into one. 
In almost every respect it is the ideal showman’s picture, 


inasmuch as its sex appeal is so extraordinary that its 


success is certain. The film opens with a melodramatic 
note that is in keeping with every-day life. Suddenly 


we are switched to the eave man period, where we are 
shown. in a series of moving scenes, similar incidents and 
how they were enacted hundreds of years ago. This method of 
treatment is continued throughout the entire picture. We are 
shown magnificent scenes and thousands of players in the days 
of Roman paganism, hordes of Amazons charging into battle. 


AN EPOCH-MARKING PRODUCTION. 


Allen Holubar has made a picture that marks an epoch in 
motion picture production. Brilliantly directed, he has given 
us a sereen epie almost flawless in its coneeption. The 
story is exceedingly simple, and yet, with its visualisa- 
tion of times of long ago, is extremely holding. Briefly 
it is as follows : Victoria, a girl who dreams of romance, is forced 
by her father to accept as a suitor Schuyler, whom she dislikes. 
She meets David, to whom she is immediately attracted, feeling 
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that in a previous incarnation she and David have met and been 
lovers. Secretly she visits David, who is a solicitor and engaged 
in humanitarian work. She asks to share his work and he 
consents. Meanwhile, Victoria’s father insists that she marry 
Schuyler. To her comes a dim memory of having lived once 
before, and of being given in marriage as wife to a dissipated 
old man of the fourteenth century, but the intervention of her 
knight, who, of course, was David, saves her. Awakening from 
the vision, she telephones to David, who is just in time to rescue 
her from a marriage with Schuyler. He and Victoria are married 
and agree that David is to keep up his humanitarian work, with 
Victoria as helpmate. When their first child is born a visualisa- 
tion of the time when women ruled comes to Victoria, Always 
she and David figure in her dreams. After marriage come mis- 
understandings: David longs for wealth and sacrifices his 
rrinciples in the attempt to get it. Victoria tries through faith 
and truth to keep him straight. But another woman comes into 
David's life and Victoria sees the futility of strugeling further. 
David and Victoria separate. Later, David is sent to prison for 
irregular practices. Victoria brings to him in his hours of suffer. 
ing the symbol of their first love, and they are again united, 


A GREAT SCREEN ACTRESS. 

Dorothy Phillips, who enacts the principal part, and is in every 
episcde and every scene in this production, is a great screen 
actress. She portrays probably one of the most difficult réles 
that has ever fallen to a woman to delineate in motion pictures. 
We see her as a wife and mother in the present day, and then 
are swept back to the cave period, where she is dressed in skins, 
and again to the Court of Rome as a slave girl, and, following 
that, as the Queen in the great Amazon scenes, which have rarely 
been equalled before. Her powers of expression in whatever part 
she is playing are remarkable, and in this particular production 
she is undoubtedly at her best. Miss Phillips has the wonderful 
gift of being able to appear convincing in whatever réle she has 
to undertake, and in many of the scenes in this picture her 
characterisation of the various parts that she undertakes place 
her in the forefront of our great screen artistes. Supporting Miss 
Phillips is an unusually good cast, the principal of whom is 
James Kirkwood. Throughout the various episodes of this picture 
Mr. James Kirkwood proves himself a very fine delineator, and 
gives a splendid support to Miss Dorothy Phillips. The rest of 
the players are exceedingly good, and each and everyone— 
particularly Barney Sherry—give a good account of themselves. 


ta) 


ONE HUNDRED PER CENT. ENTERTAINMENT 
VALUE. 

Allen Holubar, the director, has made a picture which will 
undoubtedly appeal to every kinema-govr, lis sets are very 
beautifully staged, and his handling of the crowd seenes remark- 
ably well done. In addition, Mr. Tolubar has the happy gift 
of getting the best out of his players, and in this respect 
approaches very closely our master producer, D. W. Griffith. 
Showmen who book this picture can do so with a certainty 
that it has a tremendous appeal to women, who form the major 
part of their audience, and that it has 100 per cent. entertain- 
ment value, F.W.F. 
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WHEN FILM CRITICS DIFFER. 


The extraordinary diversity of opinion concerning 


“The Game of. Life’ —And the Result. 


(By G. B. SAMUELSON, of the Samuelson Film Co.) 


FAR STR, By the time vou receive this letter vou will 
D no doubt lave heard mest ef the reports on my produce. 
tion, “The Game of Tite.’ the trade last 
week, and no doubt, like myself, vou cvill have been struck bas 
the enormous variation of opinion upon this work. To do not 
think that ever in the history of the industry have the reports 
on a picture varied to such an extent. 
One firm of reviewers admit that they sent two viewers te 
the trade exhibition, and whilst ane reported that he considered 


shown to 


the pieture marked an epoch in’ British film production and is 
one of the finest pictures ever made, the other considered. it 
Under these cireumstanees this firm has not marked 
the picture, which PE oconsider very fair indeed and shows that 
way oor the other. 
One reported 


hopeless. 


thelr critieisins ure without) favour, one 
Another firm sent) three 
that the film was one of the greatest: productions ever made 
and eave it the top number of marks, remarking that it was 
suitable for any audience, The second, whilst giving it) the 
top number of marks, said that it was above the heads of the 
average audience; whilst the third ive it three nuuks out of 
in the old-fashioned style of 


viewers te the show, 


six nnd said it was produced 
‘ plaving to the gallery.’ Could) any three reports be more 


widely different? 


The Question of Style. 

Another viewer said that it was reminiscent of ** Sixty: Years 
a Queen and ** Milestones.’ This, To frankly adinit, is true. 
But is there not a similarity of touch in every producer's work? 
Surely © Orphans of the Storm’? bears ac similarity to The 
Rirth of a Nation’ A omiusical composition of any composer 
has a similar touch to his other works, and a pieture by a 
painter bears such a similarity to his other paintings that an 
expert can tell the painter of most paintings by the style and 
Why, then, should this not be the case in’ film) pro- 
duction? As Arnold Bennett says in his wonderful play, ' The 
Great Adventure 2 & The usual and eorreet thing for a painter 
who has mide ao great suecess with a dife-sized picture of a 
policeman blowing his whistle, is to keep on painting life-sized 
pictures of a policeman blowing his whistle, so that the public 
ean always count on getting from him a life-sized picture of a 


touch. 


policeman blowing his whistle.” 


I Have Failed to Find a Buyer. 

Under all the cireuimstances it is not surprising that T have 
failed to find a buyer for the United Kingdom rights of this 
subject, although Loam pleased to say that TP have already been 
able to fix up with one of the biggest American firms for the 
exploitation of this picture ino the U.S.A. And the firme in 
question have done me the honour of offering me a five years? 
contract to produce for them in California at a salary that would 
eelipse the combined salaries of all the British direeters: put 


together. 


I Refuse to Cut the Picture. 
T have had one very good offer for the picture for the United 
Kingdom on condition that T would agree te cut it down by two 


Google 


thousand feet. This Todiiwve absolutety refused to do. To me 
The Game of Lite" filin: it 
Three and ac hialf years neo Toe onecived the idea, and 


is something more than a ix an 
ideal, 
my brother (professionally kuown as Lauri Waliey and myself 
aa 
pent Phe actual pro- 
duction took two vears to complete. and To eonsider (rightly or 
wronedy) that Dohave achieved what b set out to do. which was 
to produce a pieture ditferent frou anything else ever produced, 


Cighteen months in writing the story, 


but. that would have the sume appeal to a British heart as did 
“The Birth of ao Nation fil thet 
would show the world what could be done in Boulud, 

Tdo net want yeu to think for one single moment that T feel 


tocan American, and oa 


mmyoanimosity. towards may eritiest ino faet. Pam rather pleased 


ato the turf events as. when doeters disauree, the patient 


cenerally recovers, 


Each Entitled to His Own Opinion. 


T hold that) evervene is entitled to his own opinion and 1 
am prepared to back amine, which is that the British public 
would tlocis to see The Game of Lifes’ Therefore, rather than 
mnutilate my work in crder te sell it, my company are going to 
run it themselves net on arent basis but ona sharing basis. 
Every copy of the picture will be sent out with an clocutionist 
to recite the anon lowie, with cemplete band parts, musical 
director, cte., so that the film can be persented to the public 
exactly as we showed it last week. 

If the film is not sueeessfal Twill frankly admit and with. 
draw it from: the market entirely, but To shall have the satistae- 
tion of knowing that it has had every elanee of proving its 
worth before a British audience, whereas, if P were to mutilate 
itcunder pressure of the crities and buyers TP would never again 
he able to trust mi own judement and would bea traiter not 
only tomy co-nuthor, the artistes and eversone who worked to 
make the picture what it is, but to the British industry as a 
whole, and miyself most of all. 


a 


The dirersity of opinion regarding ** The Game of Life, 
fo which Mr, Samuelson refers in the abore communication, 
Our own reviewer 
have heard 
We hace accordingly 


hax not been coufined to ricwing agencies, 


is at rartance with representative ricws we 
expressed in the trade on the film, 
withheld our notice of the picture from this issue at the 
request of the Managing Director, Mr. Fy. Norman-Wright, 
aud hare arranged for it to he specially geen hy Mr. Low 


Warren and Mro by 
nert week.--Eprron, Fium Renter, 


W. Fredmem,. whose erticism will appear 


MAKER TO THE 


or LANTERN SLIDES face 


Speciality :—ILLUSTRATED SLIDES IN BULK FOR 
FILM RENTERS and PROPAGANDA WORK. 


GOLOURED SLIDES 18 each, Carr. Paid. 8s. per doz. 


IGNATIUS DOFF, Gladiator Works, Chorlton-cum-Hardy 5 
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“ROBINSON CRUSOE” ON THE SCREEN. 


A Splendid French Representation of De Foe’s 
Immortal Story. 


A most faithful representation in seven reels, splendidly acted 


and very carefully produced. 


A FASCINATING ENTERTAINMENT 


OR ae a CRUSOE,’ which was screened to 


the trade on Thursday, by Mr. R. Reubenson, 
is a seven-reel production made in France by 
the well-known Monatfilm Company, and has the merit of 


being a most faithful represen- 
tation of De Foe’s immortal 
work. Indeed, on locking up 
the carly edition of ‘* Rebin- 
of the 


are sO 


sole 
film 


lifelike in 


son Crusoe,”’ 


scenes in the 
absolutely their 
representation to the plates 
in the book that it is very 
evident that the French pro- 
ducers have set out to make 
and have succeeded in giving 


us a film that can be said to be true in every detail. 


TRUE TO THE STORY. 
the 


love fer 


life ef 
the 
adventures when making his first trip, when the ship 


This with 


as a 


photoplay opens 


boy, showing _ his sea and his 
is attacked by pirates, and his life in Brazil, follow- 
ing which, in making a journey homeward, the ship is 
wrecked and he is cast up on an island. It then sets out 


to show very realistically the life of Crusoe on the island, 


and all the familiar incidents we know and have read for 


years are reproduced with the truest possible detail. 


Digitized by Goc gle 


Crusve 


As an entertainment this picture is extremely fascinat- 
ing, for so cleverly has the producer worked, and such 
a wealth of accurate detail has he put into the picture, 
that one is almost insensibly transported back to the 
period of the story. The schooners of those days are 
very accurately reproduced; the costumes of the period 
in the early part of the filin are also absolutely true, and 
in the result we have a really perfect reproduction .of a 
work which is known in every country in the world. 


EXTRAORDINARILY GOOD ACTING. 

The acting is, as is to be expected from the French, 
extraordinarily good. In particular the acting of M. 
Dani in the difficult part of Robinson Crusoe is absolutely 
faultless. His various make-ups from the time as a boy 
with long hair to the beard 
and weird clothes he wears 
whilst on the island are ex- 
cellent, and he reveals him- 
self as a great artiste. 

The film is thrilling and 
entertaining to a degree, and 
will provide pleasure for both 
There should 
this 


old and young. 
be a big public for 
excellent production. 


EW. 


Original from 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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C.E.A. COUNCIL MEETING AT LIVERPOOL. 


Discusses Present State of the Trade and Cost of Films 
and Posters—Elects Lady Delegate—And decides 
to re-open question of a Publicity 
Department. 


MEETING of the General Council of the CARLA. was held 
A at the Adelphi Hotei, Liverpool, last week. Alderman 
BE. ‘Trounson, J.P.. was in the chair. Those present 
included Messrs. A. J. Gale, J.P., O.BLE., M.C.C., Messrs. 
R. Freeman, E,W. PP. Peall, BE. Hewitson, Lewin P. Stomuel, 
W.ON. Blake, Re. W. Herriott, H. J. Cook. James MeBride, 
ALP. Blackham, W. Stephenson, Re Richardsen, A. ley, Harry 
Harcourt, Bert Miller, FL HH. Cooper, Thos. Thompson, H. Vietor 
Davis, J. T. Hallinan, J. Leslie Greene, Po Joseph, ed. 
Woollen, W.T. Gent, J. WH. Dovener, H. Tomkins, A. i. Shields, 
W. OH. Perey, Mrs. Feo. Bennett, Messrs, W. Gavazzi King. 
W. OR. Fuller, and Norman Iart, B.A. 


First Lady Delegate Elected. 


The following delegates, Mrs. He Dudley Bennett (Coventry 
branch), Messrs. H. J. Cook (Portsmouth bruech), S. Hi. Justin 
(Bristol and West of Enelind branch), and Coun, Re W. Herriott 
(Sussex branch) were duly proposed and elected inembers of the 
General Council. The Chairman eaid that the occasion was a 
historie one, as they had elected for the first time in the history 
of their Association a duly to the General Council, and he 
cordially welcomed Mrs. Dudley Bounett to their meetings, 

Mrs. Dudley Bennett thanked the delegates for electing her, 
and said she had been interested in their business for some con- 
siderable time, and their interests would be hers. 


Letters of Regret. 


Letters of regret from Coun, G. F. 
T. Herbert Kaye were read. 
Lambert and Bailie 
through iness, altaough he was glad to announce that each was 
well on the way to recovery. 


McDonald. and from Mr. 
The Chairman said that Coun. 
Wright) were prevented from attending 


Over-tinting a Film. 

A letter from Mr. Basil Davis complaining of over-tinting of 
certain films was read. Mr. Davis complained that these were 
exainples of a perfectly good print made untit for showing. His 
projection was as brilliant as that of anyone else, but he could 
not get a picture through films that were tinted in that careless 
manner, 


A letter from the London branch was read supporting {his 
protest, and setting out the resolution of the branch of February 
16 of last year: ° That this branch protests agsinst the growing 
practice of prescrving films by use of a yellow fluid, which is 
very detrimental to the quality of the film when shown.” 


Tt was agreed to refer the matter to the Joint Standing Com- 
mnittee of the CLRLAL and KTS, 
approach the K.M.A. on the matter, 


It was also agreed to 


Arbuckle Films. 


A request was received from the Binuingham and Midland 
Lranch that the K.R.S. be asked to do all in’ their power to 
support the recommendation of the General Council and that 
branch that Arbuckle films should net be exhibited, It was 
agreed to refer the matter to the Jeint Standing Comittee, 


Google 


Welcome to the General Secretary. 

The Chairman intervened to say how well Mr. Gavazzi King 
sounded, and congratulated him on the streneth he had gained. 
They were all delighted to see him back so much improved in 
health. 


Sale of Tax Tickets. 


A letter from the Notts and Derby branch was read, pointing 
out that the Customs and Excise Office in Nottingham had been 
closed, and removed to Derby. The otficial explanation was that 
of economy, and lack of accommodation, This removal caused 
great inconvenience to the smaller kinemmas., Nottingham had 
a population of 800,000 and more kinemas thin Derby, which 
had a population of 130,000, and there was pleuty of accommo. 
dation in Nottingham, 

The Chairman sugeested this quatter might be left) to Mr. 
King to deal with, and if the obstacles were greater than he could 
overcome, the support of Mr. A. BE. Newbould, M.P., and Mr. 
J. A. Seddon, M.P., could be asked so that the matter could be 
brought forward in the House of Commons. 

Mr. W. ON. Blake said he had taken as similar case up with 
Mr. Kellaway, M.P., and had pointed out it) was one more of 
the hardships which the Mutertaimuents Tax intlieted upon 
kinema proprietors, He urged that the Association should 
endeavour to have a stock of these stamps kept at each post 
office. It was agreed to leave the matter in the hands of the 
general secretary. 


Sir William Jury's Recovery. 

The Chairman reported that he had had a letter from = Sir 
William Jury announcing that after a very rough time he was 
tnaking excellent progress towards recovery. The wishes of 
the Council for a speedy and complete return to health were 
unanimously accorded. 


Present State of the Industry. 


A letter from Mr. A. P. Blackham was read, in which he said : 
“Tn this area (Chesterfield) Iam repeatedly being asked by 
large numbers of exhibitors whether something cannot be done 
by our Association to keep the kinema houses open, to keep 
them, in faet, from bankruptey, or voluntary winding up. In 
my town of Chesterfield and in the surrounding district there 
is not no single picture theatre which is making ends meet, not 
one taking even 50 per cent. of its normal gross receipts, and 
J have been asked to convene a meeting to decide on closing for 
at least two months. Jam loathe to do this, because DT realise 
that once closed many of the theatres, probably most of them, 
will never open again. 
will alike suffer, | Cannot something be done in’ conjunction 
with the renters to alleviate the suffering now being endured. 
T wish to call attention to this matter with a view to approach. 
ing the renters for a substantial reduction in the price of films 
alrendy hooked.’ 

The Chairman : 
the interested parties to consider. 


If this happens renters and exhibitors 


This was on question which they desired all 


The London branch had 
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C.E.A. AT LIVERPOOL—Continued. 


already had a mecting on this subject, and had made application 
tu the renters to arrange a meeting for discussian, but had not 
been able to arrange a date. It was a matter which might be 
left to the Joint Standing Committee to deal with, as that 
would be the most satisfactory way to leave it to be discussed 
by the renters and exhibitors. It should be remembered that 
when they approached the K.R.S. anything which they agreed 
would not bind conecrns outside the K.R.S., of which there were 
many. 

Mr. A. P. Blackham said that he made the proposition in the 
interests of the renters, beeause if those theatres closed down 
there would be nothing for the renters, whereas if they helped 
to keep the theatres open they would be the gainers, 


A Matter for the Branches. 


Mr. BE. W. P. Peall thought it would be better for the 
“ranches to take the matter up with the renters, owing to the 
way different districts were affected. 

Mr. H. Victor Davis said he had occasion to go to London to 
plead on behalf of a kincina. He went to the biggest creditor 
of that kinema, who pointed out that they had a special com- 
mittee sitting to deal with such applications. That committee 
of the K.R.S. required to be furnished with a balance shect 
showing the financial results for the past five vears, or from the 
opening of the undertaking, whichever was the shorter period. 
He was told that this committee had been approached by 
kinemas that had been making 60 to 70 per cent., and who this 
year applied for relief. The renters said that was not fair. He 
thought the worst way of going about this matter was for them 
to take it up as a Council, and it was better for each individual 
who was really suffering and who felt he could justify his ease 
hy production of balance sheets to show he deserved reliet to 
inake application on his own behalf. 

Mr. Stephenson suggested that the Council 
individual applicants with their applications. 

Mr. Gavazzi King said he had had a good deal of experience 
some months ago when that difficulty arose, and the suggestion 
that Mr. Stephenson had made was very much to the point. 
Members wrote a pitiful tale, and in some cases where specific 
facts were asked for there proved to be no case to put before 
the committee of the K.R.S. Before any member went to the 
renters it would be a good thing for a few members of the 
Council to consider the ease and the facts. 

Mr. A. J. Gale proposed ** That the question of the present 
state of business be referred to the Standing Joint Committee 
for considcration with power to act.” Mr. J. H. Dovener 
seconded the resolution, 

Mr. FB. W. P. Peall moved as an amendment ** That branches 
be instructed to set up committees to advise and assist 
members who wish to make application to renters for relief, and 
to refer such eases to the Joint Standing Committee for discus- 
sion with the renters.”’ 

Mr. J. T. Huillinan seconded the amendment, which was 
carried, and on being put as a substantive resolution was 
confirmed. 


might help 


Entertainment Tax. 

Tt was agreed to suspend the standing orders so that a resolu- 
tion concerning the Entertainments Tax might be moved. Mr. 
J. McBride moved: ‘* That this conference of the C.E.A. of 
Great Britain and Ireland, while protesting strongly against the 
continuance of the Entertainments Tax, recognise that the 
present time may not be oppurtune for its entire abolition, but 
they consider that the glaring inequalities in the incidence of 
the tax should be removed. They heartily support the new 
clause which is to be proposed by Mr. P. J. Hannon, M.P., and 
beg to ask the members of Parliament to give it their wholc- 
hearted support.’ 

Mr. P. Josephs seconded the .resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 


«zed ty Google 
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Summer Prices of Films. 


A letter from Mr. A. P. Blackham was read concerning 
suinmer prices of films. He urged that the value of films 
diminishes at least 60 per cent. during the summer months, and 
prior to and jinmediately after a holiday week. He maintained 
that the price of a film should fall accordingly, aud be reduced 
50 per cont. during the period from May 1 to August 31, and the 
weeks prior and after Easter and Christmas. It was agreed to 
refer the matter to the Joint Standing Committee. 


Prices of Posters. 

The London and Home Counties’ branch forwarded the 
following resolution for the consideration of the General 
Council: ‘ That this branch desires to make known to the 
General Council that it having been brought to its notice that 
lithographic printing is at pre-war prices, is strongly of the 
opinion that there is no longer any justification for the high 
prices now ruling for posters, and that it be made known to the 
K.R.S. and K.M.A. that unless such prices are immediately 
reduced, the C.E.A. will in future procure its own posters for 
the use of its members. And that to a considerable extent the 
same remarks apply to stills and lantern 6lides.”’ 

Mr. H. Victor Davies said paper was cheaper, and wages had 
fallen, and there should be a reduction in the price of posters, 
and it was desirable to reiterate their objection to present prices. 
Personally, he was not satisfied with the reply of the renters. 
There must be something further to investigate when dramatic 
companies can get their posters ut half the rate. He proposed 
that their complaint be forwarded to the renters to see if some- 
thing could not be done. Mr. A. FE. Shields seconded the pro- 
position. 


Mr. H. J. Cook said that 3s. for a 6-sheet poster was out- 
rageous, and the best way to overcome these charges was to 
adopt letterpress posters. He had a quotation for 50 6-shect 
posters, twice weekly, at Is.. letterpress. This matter was 
referred to the Joint Standing Comunittee, 


Hull Branch and P.R.S. 


A letter was read from the Hull branch complaining that 
notices concerning the P.R.S. had not been sent to four of their 
members, who threatened to resign if the miatter was not taken 
up with the P.R.S. and put right. 


The Assistant Secretary said that one of the members had 
received forms for his other halls, and even had he not received 
ene for the particular hall specified, he would know that he was 
Without a licence and could have applied for a form for the 
purpose. 

The Chairman: This is a matter that rather takes the heart 
out of one when accompanied by a threat of resignation. 
Members complained that they had not received the forms. He 
had looked into) a number of and had evidence 
brought before him absolutely refuting their statements. 


euses 


Excessive Railway Charges. 


The North Staffordshire braneh asked the General Council to 
bring pressure to bear on the railway companies for a reduction 
in rates, which at present were excessive. 

The General Secretary explained that some time ago when 
the question of railway rates was under consideration they acted 
in conjunction with the Federation of British Industries. - They 
put very strong evidence before the committee in order to obtain 
the most favourable treatinent that could be extracted. Since 
those rates were fixed no individual application to the railway 
companics would be likely to have much effect. Before they 
could do anything te forward a case for reduction, they would 
have to get a considerable body of statistics together, 

(Continued on nest page.) 
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Three Years for Crime Against Benefactor. 


SHE burglary of the house of a kinema proprietor at 
Ashington reached its final stage at the Northumberland 
Avsizes at Newcastle on Friday. The three men accused 

of being implicated in the affair were Raleigh Abrahams, alias 
Gordon Ray, - 88 traveller, of Neweastle: Richard Alfred 
Simmons, 32, motor driver, London: and Arthur Carence Hunt, 
37, theatrical proprictor, Newcastle; and they were charged 
before Mr. Justice Acton with burglary in the dwelling house of 
Joseph Lamb at Ashington on April 19 last, and stealing a safe 
containing £4,990 in Bank of Fagland £5 notes, one £10 note, 
£30 in gold, £35 in silver, £1 10s. in copper, a quantity of 
Tressury notes, a war lonn certificate for £500, and £100) share 
certificate in the Peninsular and Oriental Steamship Co., Ltd., 
and certain deeds and documents, the preperty of the said Joseph 
Lamb. They were further charged with receiving. All the 
accused pleaded not) guilty. 


Mr. Waugh, K.C., in opening the case for the prosecution, 
said their theory was that Hunt knew of the existence of the 
money. He tock care to establish an alibi, und the three men 
who removed the safe came from London and spent some time 
in Ashington to get the Jay of the land. Unfortunately, with 
the exception of £9 odd and £6, not a single sixpence of the 
sum of £5,000 had been recovered, 


Hunt's Confession. 


Detective-Sergt. Ro Walton, of the Newcastle City Police, said 
it was the view of the police that there was a gang connected 
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with the affair with a smart man at the head; but witness denied 
emphatically he held out any inducement to Hunt to give any 
Information, : 


Mr, Paley Scott, addressing the jury on behalf of Hunt, pointed 
out that it was admitted that there was nothing known against 
him. Until they get Hunt into custody the police had not a 
scrap of evidence against him. As to the confession he made, 
counsel said that the Jury must view it with the gravest possible 
suspicion, and consider whether it was made ino an absolutely 
free and voluntary manner, 


Mr. Fenwick, on behalf) of Simmons, said Simmons was 
charged with having taken part with guilty knowledge in this 
cleverly creanised and successtul plot. The jury must be satisfied 
that Simmons had a guilty mind. He had, since arrest, done 
everthing to bring the men who employed him to take the car 
from London to the North to Justice. There was not the slightest 
evidence to show that he had done anything with a cuilty mind, 


Callous Ingratitude. 


After an absence of about ten minutes the jury returned with 
their verdigt,  Samimons was found not guilty and discharzed, 
Hunt was found guilty of and 
Abrahains was discharged without any evidence being offered 


housebreaking receiving, 


against him. 


Mr. Justice Acton, in passing sentence of three vears’ penal 
servitude on Hunt, said that accused had been found guilty of 
acrime, which meant on his part a callous ingratitude to these 
who had befriended him. He had robbed his benefactor of no 
less a sum than £5,000, the savings of an honest man throughout 
his lite, It was not often that the court was called upon to 
deal so severely with a person convicted of a first offenee, but 


this case was a bad one. 


(Continued from previous paye.) 
Mr. Bert) Miller: The letter raises the question of motor 
transport. Y 
It was decided to appeint a committee to consider the ques- 
The following were appointed members 
Bert) Miller, W.oN. Blake, J. 


tion of railway rates, 
of that committee : 
McBride, and H. Harecurt. 


Messrs, 


Omission of Censors’ Certificate. 

Mr. Norman Hari said he had received several complaints 
from the L.C.C. with regard to certain films being shown by 
exhibitors that were without a reproducticn of the British 
Board of Film Censors’ certificate upon the films, and this was 
a breach of theie dicence. He had taken the matter up with 
the L.C.C. and pointed out all exhibitors were very careful only 
to show films passed by the Censor. One renter had promised 
that all certificates should be in future reproduced on the film. 
He suggested to them that they should notify the renters that 
in future they must put the certificate on the film, otherwise the 
only course to the exhibitor was to say that he could not, by the 
terms of his licence, show the film and must cancel. 


Next Meeting. 


It was agreed to hold the next meeting in London on July 12. 


New Members. 
Twenty-four new members were duly balloted for and clected. 


The Publicity Department Again! 

The Chairman said they had all received correspondence from 
Mr. F. FB. Adams, whovhad asked him to bring this matter 
forward. Mr. Adams had been supplied with certain figures, 


but the figures, which had been taken from the actual expenditure, . 


showed that the cost to the Association would be about £1,000 
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per venr. Tt had been decided by a very large vote, with only 
three dissentionts. to terminate the Publicity Department as it 
The rest of the Council were in favour of its 


It should be added that the recommendation to this 


Was constituted, 
abolition. 
effect from the Finance Committee came before the Publicity 
Committee and was confirmed by that committee before the 
General Purposes Committee had) confirmed, and, finally, wis 
confirmed by them in General Council, The resolution had been 
put into effect. Mr. Adams now offers that his firm will pas 
one hundred guiness per ami towirds the cost of the depart- 
Our contention, 
however, is that it was the original understanding that the cost 


ment if our previous decision is rescinded, 


should) be shared by the three bedies of the trade, whereas we 
have borne the entire burden until now, and the other bodies 
have shown no disposition to move in this matter, It is a 
matter for the consideration of the proposed Trade Council. 

Mr. H. Victor Davis said they aust not. lose sight of the 
absolute necessity of a publicity agent. He would rather exll 
hint a defending avent. 

Mr. J. Leslie Greene said, in his view, it was impossible for 
one min to be in aw position to reply to the attacks which were 
erawing in volume throughout the country. It was absolutely 
essential that a departmenteshould be organised, 

Mr. A. J. Gale said he would like to support that proposition 
for the consideration of the organisation of such a department. 

Mr. P. Josephs said that when the matter was discussed it 
was distinctly stated that publicity would be taken in hand by 
the Head Office. 

The That gone bevond a 
possibility. and these matters have already been dealt with at 
the Head Office, 


Tt was unanimously 


Chairman : was stated: it) has 


aereed to refer this matter to the Joint 
Trade Council, with an expression of willingness to avree to 
the constitution of a Publicity, Department, provided the 
expenses were borne by all sections of the trade. 


July 8, 1922.. 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. a4 


TENSE MOMENTS FROM OPERA FILMED. 


A Series 


of Short Subjects that will add variety 
to any programme. 


on the lookout 
for novelty. In the new series of one-reel subjects which 
the Gaumont Company is releasing under the title of 
Tense Moments from Opera,”’ we have something quite new 


HE picture theatre public to-day is ever 


in picture fare. As the title indicates, each subject seizes upon 
and develops the most salient feature in one or other of the 
great and popular operas, and presents them in the course of 
rather less than a thousand feet. As was naturally to be 
expected, the resulting films vary somewhat in quality and 


strength, though it must be 
admitted that the first five 
subjects submitted ‘to’ trade 


judgment at the Shaftesbury 
Pavilion on Tuesday morning 
are all of them likely to prove 
popular with the general public. 


A PROGRAM NOVELTY. 

The thing which — should 
chiefly (ommend these scenes 
from opera to the exhibitor is 
The operas to 
was made for 


their novelty. 
which recourse 
the first selections are ‘* Mar- 
tha,’? ‘* Rigoletto,’ ** Bride of 
Lammermoor,”’ ‘* I] Troyvatore’’ 
and and Delilah,” 
and of these unquestionably the 
last is the best of the bunch, 
This is not to suggest that the 
other subjects named are inferior 
in quality or production, They are merely less dramatic and 
contain incident that does not lend itself quite as well to film 
representation, 


* Samson 


ScENE FROM 


The great charm about each of these pictures is 
that they can, and should, be accompanied by appropriate musical 
selections taken from the opera scores. In ‘* Martha,’ for 
instance, the most popular and best known air is ** The Last 
Rose of Summer.’ In **'Rigoletto,’’ the great opera in which 
Caruso achieved such an artistic triumph, the outstanding vocal 
number is ‘tLe Donna é Mobile.”’ In Verdi's ‘i 
Trovatore,”’ there is a vast store of good things from which to 
choose, and in and Delilah ’’ we have that soul- 
stirring air,-‘* Softly Awakes My Heart."’ The effect of these 
selections upon an audience when properly played is electric, and 
the inclusion of a one-:reel picture based on any of the operas 
named will unquestionably add charm and variety to any 
prcgram. 


opera, 


‘* Samson 


RATHER THEATRICAL. 


The productions under ‘notice the 
theatrical, as all such representations needs must do. An 
operatic performance is theatrical, and...nothing the producer 
can do can in any way alter or glosy over this inherent ‘defect, 
if defect it be. The artificiality of such a performane is more 
noticeable perhaps in the screen version of a stage success owing 
to the character of the dress, the make-up ofthe performers, 


savour somewhat of 
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A novelty series of one reel pictures, based on dramatic incidents 


“Samson AND DELILAH.’ 


in well known operas, which should prove 
popular. 


and the backgrounds in which they work. We do not lay undue 
stress upon this fact for the all-suffieient reason that were the 
characters to move in more natural and less stagey surroundings 
the performance would cease to be a fair and accurate repre- 


sentation of the original upon which it is based. 


A POPULAR SERIES. 

That enterprising and go-ahead producing firm, Masters 
Films, has undoubtedly hit upon an exceedingly popular sub- 
ject for its latest series of short 
pictures, and one which, because 
of its novelty, will commend 
itself to exhibitors throughout 
the country. Unfortunately, in 
certain instances which we need 
not indicate, there clear 
evidence that some of the pro- 
ductions had unduly 
hurried. These pictures are so 
good in all material respects, 
and the photography of so level 
an excellence, that this defect is 
somewhat unfortunate, and we 
would urge upon those respon- 
sible for making them that in 
their future efforts a little more 
time should be devoted to each, 
and especially to a consideration 
of what may to some people 
appear to be unimportant detail. 


was 


been 


OTHER SUBJECTS COMING. 

The remainder of this series of pictures includes scenes from 
such well-known operas as ‘* Maritana,’’ ‘* Lily of Willarney,”’ 
‘La Traviata.’ ‘* Carmen,.”’ ‘* Faust,’ ‘t Fra’ Diavolo "’ and 
* Don Juan.’ They are to be released one a week, commencing 
on October 2 next, and to audienees who enjoy really. good 
music combined with pictures, this series surely presents an 
altogether unusual opportunity to renew acquaintance with old 
friends in their most dramatic form, 

Exhibitors who are on the lookout for novelty cannot do 
better than secure the entire series. for we are assured that their 
novelty, with their appeal, if properly 
handled, will make of them one of the most highly appreciated 
items in any program. 

——SS 


combined musical 


A feature of the Naval Review taking place this week was the 
attack upon the ex-German cruiser, Nurnberg, which was pelted 
with bornbs from the air, torpedoed beneath her waterline, and 
struck repeatedly with projectiles from guns of varying ealibres. 
H.M. Sloop, Snapdragen, with a kinematographic apparatus on 
board took up a favourable position, out of the way of danger, 
in order that the effects of the attacks might be studied through 
the medium of the screen. The film will not be publicly shown, 
as great secrecy will be maintained as to the results of the 
Nurnberg’s pounding. 
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2 S S The Week’s Trade 


66 7 HILE LONDON SLEEPS," which was trade shown 
on Monday in London by Astra Films, is, as we 
sugeested a few wecks film 

originally banned by the Censor under the title of ** Cocaine.” 

In his review of the picture 


avo, the which was 
It has now been passed by hin. 
under its earlier tith-, our reviewer spoke of the picture as a 
real showman’s propos'tion, having in view the topicality of the 
subject and its ability to hold interest throughout. It is the 
story of the organisation behind the traffic in the insidious drug, 
of its influence upon different people, of the extermination of 
Our 
reviewer remarked particularly upon the excellence of London 


the cocaine gang and the revenge of the Chinese agent. 


night scenes, and this aspect of the film has been chcsen for its 
new title. Miss Hilda Bayley’s part is never overdone, and 
among those supporting her who call for mention are Fléra.be 
Breton and Tony Fraser, whose acting our reviewer characterised 
as a veritable four de force. 
is the title of 


which 
instantaneous 


“When London Sleeps,” 
the film, should 


new secure an 


SUCCESS. 


‘* A Sporting Double.’’ 


Some of the crowd scenes in **A Sporting Double,” trade shown 
on Thur-day in London, were taken at the Cup Final and Derby, 
and are so clear that hundreds of people will be able to recognise 
themselves when they see the film. This will be the first. time 
that such a large number of the public will have appeared in a 
feature picture. ‘‘A Sporting Double” 
claim that 
splendid topical drama been produced. 
next week, 


is down for immediate 


release, and Granger's never before has such a 


A full review will appear 


“‘A Dangerous Adventure.”’ 

The picture below represents a from the Pearl 
“A Dangerous Adventure.”’ In this Richardson 
strugeling with a crocodile. It takes all his strength to get 


film, 


is seen 


seeue 


Jack 


the better of it, and eventually they roll into the river and 
continue the fight, where they are seen struggling under the 
water. 


Scene From ‘‘A DANGEROUS ADVENTURE.” 
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Stage v. Screen. 

Arangements have now been completed for the special cricket 
match between representatives of the stage and screen, which 
will take place at the Ideal’s Cricket Ground at Elstree to-morrow 
Members of the trade and their friends are cordially 
invited to be present, I}, arranzemcent with the Midland Rail- 
way, a special cheap return ticket will be available at 1s. 10d., 
and can be obtained at the offices of Ideal, 76, Wardour Street. 


(Sunday), 


From Stage to Screen. 

“Human Hearts,’ which will be trade shown by the 
Furcpean Motion Picture Co., Ltd., at the Shaftesbury Pavilion 
on Wednesday next (July 12), at 11 a.m., is a Universal Jewel 
directed by King Baggot from the dramatic play by Hal Reid. 
* Human Hearts ’ 
States, and its remarkable appeal prompted Carl Lacmmie to 
eive it to the screen, Human Hearts “is 
a tensely dramatic play with fine touches of pathos and humour. 


* was staged in the legitimate theatres in the 


It is claimed that 


The Blanket in the Burn. 

In The Lilac Sunbonnet,’? the new Progress production to be 
shown in London next Thursday, are scenes in which the Scottish 
Highlands make an impressive background, One of them depicts 
the old method of blanket washing performed by the side of a 
mountain stream, in which the feet are used to vreat advantave. 
This method, by the way, is still carried out in remote parts 
of Scotland, 
Nature’s backgrou: ds of mountains and lochs, should give a 
faithful rendering of S. R. Crockett’s novel. Joan Morgan is the 
virl in tue sunbonnet, and the picture, produced by Sidney 
Mergan, will be released on the British National Program) by 
Butcher’s Film Service, Ltd. 


Glimpses of Scottish life such as this, backed by 


Better and Better. 

Tuis isn’t Coucism—it is what Pearl Films say about their 
Torchy comedies, which they claim go one better every time, 
Torchy is said to have infected the whole of the studio staff with 
his wonderful enthusiasm, and the result of their united eff: rts 
is that the latest Torchy comedy has eclipsed the previcus ones, 
Fach is replete with stunts and clean, wholesome, rollicking fun, 


Film Stars’ Repertory Season. 

The latest program novelty comes from EK. V. Barr, of the 
Gem Kinema, Great Yarmouth—no less than the running of a 
Pickford-Fairbanks’ repertory 
ef the London actor managers on their provincial tours, Mr. 


month. Following the example 
Barr sees no reison why a sitmilar plan in regurd to. film stars 
should not be possible. He has therefore arranged—commenc- 
ing with Monday last—to present Mary Pickford in *t Through 
the Door.’ to be followed on Thursday with Douglas Fairbanks 
in ** The Mollycoddle,’’ and on the succeeding week with three 
day shows of ** The Love Light and ‘* The Nut."" For the 
last fortnight in July ‘ Little Lord Fauntleroy ’? will occupy one 
week and Fairbanks’s ** The Three Musketeers '’ the week 
following, Yarmouth has thus the honour of pioneering in 
Rngland the repertory film seascn, advocated in the Firm RextTer 


three weeks ago. 
n 
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NTERS ARE 


Activities at a Glance. 


Three Stoll Trade Shows. 

Within the next few days Stolls are holding trade shows of 
three American films, On Monday next (July 10) ** Whispering 
Shadows “ will be screened at the Shaftesbury Pavilion. This 
production is based upon Walter Hackett’s well-known play 
and features Luev Cetton. On the Iti inst. ** The Froblem 
ternal,’ in) which Moore (brother to Tom Moore) 
Kilecn Sedgwick appear, will be shown at the West 
Cinema. On the 1&th inst., West) End 
“The Sins of the Parents” This production 
ieatures Joseph C. Dowling. 


and 
End 


Cinema, 


Joe 


also at the 


will be sereened, 


Mabel Normand in ‘‘ Molly 0.” 

The new Mack Sennett feature to be released in) September 
next by Allied Artists Corporation, Ltd., is entitled ** Molly 0,” 
and in it Mabel Normand enacts the leading réle. On the oth-r 
It took ten 
months to produce, and cnyared the services of over 2,000 


side ** Mcviy O77 is regarded as a super-production, 
persons. The tacme iv a modern version of the Cinderella story 
told in a new and happy vem. 


Thrills and Melodrama. 


Combining spectacular thrills with modern melodrama, ‘t The 
Fast Mail.’ another Fox super-spec’al, will be exhibited to the 
tude cn Wednesday next (July 12) at the Alhambra, at 11 a.m. 
A stirrng horserace, a thrilling dash across country in an auto- 
mobile, a death-detying leap from a powerful locomotive tearing 
along et 60 miles an hour, and an exciting river chase, are but 
a few of the many enthralling and realistic escapades depicted in 
this Fox super. 


Brighter Kinemas. 


The new 1922 set of Snovky ecmed'ies and Monty Banks 
comedies are released this month, one a fortnight and onwards, 
Tnex are a good investment for the exhibitor, and always sure 
o* a Welcome. Snooky, the Humanzee, is beloved by all kiddies. 
Menty’s wonderful smile, the agility with which he performs his 
marvellous feats, tovether with his unrutiled ternmper and unruffled 
j(under all circumstances), inevitably call forth laughter. 
ibitors would be well advised to make sure of their dates 
fir these popular comedies. 


‘‘ The Romance of History.’’ 

Apropos the nmuouncements mado last week relative to the 
purchase of the “ B, & CC. series of histerical dramas by the 
Incorporated British Ltd. My. 
state that in the enumeration of 
reityrs couprising the orgimisntion, mention of the London and 
South centrollers—Renters, Ltd., of 171, Wardour Street, W.— 
Mr. H. K. Aimstrong. of 
Renters, Ltd., is the chairman of the new company, the object 


Godal is 
the teriitoriel 


Renters, Mdweard 


anxibus to 
had ;be+1 inadvertently omitted. 
throughout the United 


Kingdom high-grade ,British productions through the medium. cf 
a joint amalgamation of provincial distributors. 


of Which is to acquire and distribute 


This policy of 


renting on a ‘Seco-operative’” -basisthus esormous potentialities, 
and should pave the way to wider and far more extensive fields 


for éxploiting the best that ‘there ‘is in our home products. 
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‘* The Arabian Nights.” 


On Tuesday next (July 11) the Walturdaw Co., Lid., will 
preseit to the trade at the London Alaambra their super pro- 
duction, ** The Arabian Nights,” which will be preceded at 11 
Tickets can be had on application at 46, 


am. by a prologue. 
Gerrard Street, W.1. 


‘* Ideal’ Pictures for America. 

The remarkable success of Denison Clift’s production of °° A 
in New York, with an unanimously 
favourable this tribute of the 
American preducer from David O. Selz:ick, of Selznick-Select 


Woman of No Importance " 
Press, has elicited voluntary 
Pictures : 
of the splendid manner in which you have treated Oscar Wilde's 
~ A Weman of No Importance.’ 


“To want to express to you my warm congratulations 


In my opinion, there are very 


fow directors on either side of the Atlantic who could have 
superbly handled so delicate a subject. It is going to give us 
real satisfaction to present * A Woman of No Importanes 7 to the 


exhibiters of America. The Selznick-Seleet organisation is 
always open for the distribution of any English productions as 
fine as this.” This splendid tribute to Mr. Clift’s 
explodes the theory that there is any conspiracy against British 
Other Denison Clift productions have likewise 
* Sonia.” 


is also woing to the United States 


work 


filis in America, 
found etry into America, notably ** Demos ’ 
‘A Bill of Divoreement ”’ 
under highly favourable conditions, and ‘Mary, Queen of Scots”” 


and 


will follow in the autumn. 


Famous-Lasky’s Latest. 

To be trade shown by Famous-Lasky on Tuesday next (July 
11), at the New Gallery Kinema, ‘* Beauty's Worth" is a 
Cosmopclitan Paramount production, dirceted by Rebert G. 
Vignola. Marion Davies, the star, has the réle of a quiet, shy 
Quakeress whose beauty is obscured by her cld-fashioned and 
severe garb, but who is eventually taught by a famous artist 
how to dress and how to win men’s hearts. Forrest Stanley is 
the leading man. A notable feature cf the production is the work 
of Joseph Urban, the famous scenic artist, who, we are told,, 
has contributed some particularly beautiful settings. 


SCENE From ‘* Beaury’s Worru.”' 
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IS THERE A UNIVERSAL SENSE OF 
HUMOUR ? 


The Difficulties of the Funny Man on the Film. 


(By WALTER FORDE, The British Screen Comedian.) 


NE of God’s greatest gifts is a sense of humour—but this 

QO gift varies so greatly in quantity and quality that the 

man who sets out to make people laugh has set himself 

the most difficult task To make people cry is 

as easy as falling off a log, for sympathy can only be svmpathy— 
and it does not vary to such an extent as does humour. 


in the world. 


An Open Question. 

Perhaps the most difficult kind of humour to get over is screen 
humour. A joke which is screamingly funny when printed in 
lack and white is probably of no use whatsoever when brought 
to life on the screen. And here again is raised another point 
which must of necessity puzzle the screen laughter-raiser : Is it 
actually that which is picturised which causes laughter, or is 
at that indescribable something which is left to the imagination 
which causes a ripple of mirth amongst an audience? 

Moreover, a funny scene which may conyvulse an audience in 
London may leave a Glasgow or Manchester public with a face 
as long as mine on hearing the deathly silence in a picture 
house when I realise that one of my scenes (which has probably 
taken hours to think out and perfect) has failed to get over. 


The Right Kind of Humour. 


On visiting one theatre I feel that to be successful the screen 


joke must be exceedingly obvious—but on sitting amongst a 
picture house audience ten miles away I feel that my first 
conclusion was wronz, and that it is the subtle humour which 
counts. Vulgar humour is popular in certain districts, whilst 
it will empty a theatre in others. The stage comedian has a 
very easy task compared with the lot of the screen funny man. 
The former can adapt his jokes to suit his audience—not so the 
film comedian. His joke is cracked, as one might say, in the 
film studio, and no alteration can be made when the film is once 
completed. He mav score or lose on that screen joke—but no 
power on earth can prevent it. 


Which is Right? 

Charlie Chaplin is one of the few comedians who have created 
the universally popular funny film. It is distressing to me to 
think that no screen humour can be successful unless it has as 
its basis the Charlie Chaplin formula. It is said that imitation 
is the sincerest form of flattery. Is this so in film land? The 
vreatest thing against which I have to fight at the present time 
is the oft-repeated comment, ‘' Isn't he like Chaplin!’’ I don’t 
want to be like Chaplin; I want to be Wa'ter Forde, and do 
my best to keep away from Chaplinisms, Is it that my idea of 
what the public wants coincides with Chaplin’s idea? Is Chaplin 


right? Am I right? 


——————— 


“DICK TURPIN” ON THE SCREEN. 


“The above pictures illustrate scenes in the great Stoll production of ‘‘ Dick Turpin’s Ride to York,’’ now in-course of production. 
In the first we see Matheson Lang, who: plays the lead; in the second are Miss Isobel Elsom and Madame D’Esterre. 
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When Man fought 
Woman for Spey. 


From the original drawing by M.Leone Bracker 
Posed by Dorothy Phillips sna James Kirkwood 
during THE BATTLE OF THE AMAZONS in which 
thousands of mounted men and women participate 


ASSOCIATED First NATIONAL PrcrurEs L» 
Pres enTSs 


Allen Holubar’s 


"MAN- WOMAN - MARRIAGE. 


The Stupendous Pictucization of Womans Faith Throughout the Ages. 
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Wonderful 


Reception 


“MAN— 
WOMAN- 
MARRIAGE” 


at the London premiere. 


Everyone in the trade is dis- 
cussing the remarkable success 
of the special presentation of 
this great production, at the 
Alhambra Theatre. 


It is unanimously agreed that 
“MAN—WOMAN—MAR- 
RIAGE” is one of the finest 
showman’s pictures ever offered 
to the trade. 


With the help, just prior to 
release, of national advertising 

in the “Daily Mail” and pro- 
 vincial newspapers and with 
er pra.he wonderful posters and 
aa, uther publicity that has been 
1800 provided for booming the pic- 
oovure, there-is no shadow of 

er piqoube that “MAN WOMAN 
—MARRIAGE”’ will break 


ex bid 
“ll existing attendance records. 
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cr pc! Carrying off the Slave Girls! 


GL ‘hid | Christian girls helpless to re- 

- moc. buff the Emperor’s barbarian 

WOW soldiers, to whom they are 
given as wives. 


ASSOCIATED FIRST 
NATIONAL PICTURES Ltd., 
37-39 OXFORD 8T., LONDON, W.1. 


Telephone: Museum 4400. 
Telegrams: ‘* Firnatex Westcent london,” 
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~ Films of the Week Reviewed — 


FOR THE GUIDANCE OF EXHIBITORS. 
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Suspicious Wives. 


Stoll picture which will keep spectators guessing and hold 
their interest. 


RODUCED for the Trojan Film Corporation under the 
P direction of John M. Stahl, ‘* Suspicious Wives,’’ shown 
by Stoll to the London trade last week, features Mollie King in 
a drama in which the explanation of certain situations is with- 
held until the end, and the spectator kept on the guess, through 


‘* Suspicious Wives.” 


SCENE FROM 


incident after incident, in the hope of discovering by some loose 


hint the relationship between Jim Brunton and Helen. A brief 
scene at the beginning and a sub-title worded ambiguously 


produce the right sort of expectation that misleads. 

James Brunton, Junior, marries Molly Fairfax, leaving Bob 
Standing, ‘‘ the other man,’’ disconsolate. At the wedding 
supper the French window opens. A shot is fired, and a voice 
cries, ‘‘Jim Brunton, this is your punishment.’’ The bride- 
groom’s father has been mortally wounded. Before he dies he 
sees his son alone and reveals the identity of his murderer. 
Molly wonders why her husband’s strange attitude on the night 
of the murder has never left him. Her year of marriage has 
been a nightmare, and eventually she confides in Bob. One 
evening she accidentally overhears her husband make an appoint- 
ment over the ’phone with a woman he calls Helen. Next day 
she witnesses a meeting between the two, and they drive away 
togéther. Molly decides to leave her husband, and goes into 
the country next day. Bob has called at the house leaving a 
note explaining an unexpected call to Mexico. This Molly tears 
up, dropping part on the floor. Brunton finds half of the torn 
note, which states they—meaning Bob and his father—will leave 
secretly by car. The irate husband is convinced that Molly has 
left him for Bob Standing. 


A year later Molly, living in a secluded country village, is 
mourning the death of her baby, and her husband is suing for 
divorce on the ground of desertion. Brunton, seeking forgetful- 
ness in wild motor car drives, meets with an accident, and with 
his eyes badly injured is taken to Molly’s residence, As Marion 
Grey, she nurses him. One day he speaks of his wife, whom he 
loved more than life itself. In a moment man and wife would 
have been reconciled, but the other woman arrives. Eventually 
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Brunton recovers his sight, but that happy result synchronises 
with the arrival of Bob Standing. Here, surely, was proof of 
Molly’s guilt. He attacked Standing fiercely, but Molly inter- 
fered. Then the truth was revealed. Helen was not a woman 
with whom he was in love, but the widow of his brother, whom 
his father had wronged. In revenge for this treatment Helen's 
mother had shot Brunton's father, hence the wedding-supper 
tragedy. 

The interiors in the picture are richly appointed and the 
arrangement of the scenes artistic. There are some situations 
towards the end which thrill with the right sort and depth of 
appeal. One in particular that remains in the memory is the 
mother mourning for her child during the storm, the sudden 
flash of the grave, and the seizing of a wrap from the child's 
cradle in a strong desire to protect her little one from the ravages 
of the storm. 


‘* Suspicious Wives "’ has dramatic intensity and the suspense 
which will keep interest alive, and should be welcomed by all 
classes of kinema-goers. 


Oh! Boy. 


Brisk Anchor comedy with col'ege and daice scenes. 


HERE is a lot of exceilent comedy in the sereen version 
ek of ** Oh! Boy,”’ shown by Anchor to the trade in London 
last week, while the love-making of June Caprice and 
Creighton Hale, the stars in the cast, is certainly very well 
acted. The piece can safely be commended to kinemas as a 
really good-class attraction. 


The opening scenes depict a college for boys that adjoins 
a college for girls, and we see Georgie Budd (Creighton Hale), a 
young student, fall in love with Lou Ellen (June Caprice), a 
pupil at the Girls’ College. One of George's love letters to Lou 
Ellen is intercepted by the headmistress, who informs Lou’s 
father, a magistrate and a rabid teetotaller, and when he finds 
that his would-be son-in-law is not a T.T., the marriage is for- 
bidden: when, however, the two lovers return to college they 
vet married secretly. 


But Georgie hits on a brilliant idea to overcome the obstacles 
to the marriage, and he lures the old man to a dance club, where 
he and his pals have invited the beauty chorus from the local 


theatre, which includes Jackey, a fascinating dancer. Jackey 
gets chummy with father, sits on father’s knee, ‘* chueks ’’ him 
under the chin, and father for the time being ‘* chucks "’ pro- 


There is an amusing series of scenes showing father 
cocktails and 


hibition. 
getting amorous after consuming halfa-dozen 
telling Jackey to call him ‘ Toodles.”’ 


A similar adventure befalls Georgie’s wealthy maiden 
‘“aunt,’’ who calls at the college for her naughty: nephew. 
She ig a devout T.T. and had never tasted strong drink in her 
life, but she takes a taste of college tea, just wonderful tea, and 
finds there is something more than tea leaves in the teapot. 
The room goes round and round. 


All’s well that ends well, however, and ‘‘ Toodles ”’ finally 
learns that the marriage has taken place, and Jackie, the popular 
little stage girl, gives them their first wedding present—a baby’s 
rattle. 
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Wee Macgreegor's Sweetheart. 


Betty Balfour gives a life-like interpretation of Christina, 
especially in earlier scenes. 


EADERS of J. J. Bell's ‘‘ Christina’? novels had an 
R opportunity of renewing their acquaintance with his little 
tomboy character in pictorial form when, last week, 
Welsh-Pearson screened for the London trade a film based upon 
two of J. J. Bell's novels, and entitled ‘‘ Wee Macgreegor’s 
Sweetheart.”’- 


“Were MacGREEGOR’S SWEETHEART.” 


SCENE ROM 


After a few scenes showing the early childhcod of Christina, 
scenes that were drab and hardly essential to the story, the 
incident of the girl taking up her abode with her aunt, the care- 
ful Scotch general shopkeeper, follows, and from that point 
onward, for some 3,000 feet, Betty Balfour, who plays the part 
of Christina with great vivacity, keeps the comedy of that period 
going at top speed. The committal to memory of * Lord Ullin’s 
Daughter’? and Christina’s dressing up in the ‘* wee sma’ 
hours’ and giving her aunt the fright of her life, make a most 
amusing scene. Up to the point of the aunt’s marriage to 
‘* Baldyin ’’ there is life and fun, but from thence onward, 
through the sweethearting period with Macgregor, the picture 
drags unmistakably, and the contrast between this and the early 
period is most marked. ; 


Some of the scenes are on the dark side, and Macgreegor, the 
youthful lover, is so wooden as to be at times a most uninterest- 
ing figure. It is a different Christina whom we see now, too, 
and apart from the attempt at gaiety which a big dance intro- 
duces, the slower gait of the picture is disappointing. It ends 
with Christina giving up Macgreegor, who goes to Canada, and 
the closing scene, which one realises at length as a dream, is 
confused and far from clear. 


Betty Balfour, who models her dress and make-up on Mary 
Pickford lines, ought to have had someone more of her own 
calibre as sweetheart ; even then, however, she would have had 
no chance of making the later scenes vivid. Macgreegor’s 
parents would appear to have drunk, if not an elixir of youth, at 
least a draught which kept them middle-aged, for they appeared 
no older when their son was nineteen than when he was three 
years of age. The producers presumably do not incline to the 
belief that many sub-titles are a picture weakness, for in ‘* Mac- 
sreegor’s Sweetheart ’' they are most plentiful. For those whe 
can keep in their memory the joy of the earlier scenes this 
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picture will be voted good entertainment; folk usually, though, 
carry away the later impressions. 

“Wee Macgreegor’s Sweetheart '’ is a picture which is so 
good that one wishes it were better. 


Grandma's Boy. 
New Harold Lloyd Comedy with belief in mascot as pivot. 


HE new Harold Lloyd comedy, ‘* Grandma’s Boy,’ about 

| which America is reported to have expressed such 
favourable was trade shown in London last 
week by the W. and F. Film Service, and was given a very 
good reception. To keep farce going over five-reels means, to 
use a sportsmman’s phrase, sacrificing pace to distance, and as 
is the habit of distance men, the picture saves itself in the 
opening scenes for the effort that must be made later. 


opinions, 


It begins 
with the comedy on the quiet side, but opens out later to a 
style with which kinema-goers are familiar. with all kinds of 
absurd Situations and amusing stunts. 

Boy  is—well, grandina’s boy, a lad fussed 
after until his manliness and enterprise have become atrophied. 
His rival suitor ducks him and his suit shrinks, so that at a 
party he has to wear grandma's clothes, which were the fashion 
in 1861. 
that grandma cleans his boots with some grease that a number 
of pussies find attractive and appetising. The fun really begins 
with his conscription as deputy-sheriff to help to capture a 
desperado: then his courage fizzles out completely. It is 
restored by grandina’s story of her husband's bravery when 
possessed of a particular charm—a story brightly told by vision. 
She hands him the charm and he does wonderful things, eventu- 
ally catching his man, to find, however, at the end that grand- 


* Grandma's 


There is nothing very humorous about this, except 


ScENE FROM ‘‘ GrANpMA's Boy,” 


ma’s story is a make-up and that the charm is nothing more 
than the top of her old umbrella. 

It will be seen that in addition to the comedy which the 
play possesses, there is also a sutire upon the mascot vogue— 
the influence upon a person's psychological make-up, which 
the possession of a useless, harmless object effects. This is 
emphasised Ly the lapses into nervoug fear when the charm is 
found to be missing. From the assumption of the deputy- 
sheriffship the comedy is quite brisk and speedy and the picture 
closes with an incident that gives patrons a laugh to finish 
with. 
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Is Matrimony a Failure ? 


From fetters to freedom and back again the theme of 
Paramount coredy. 


ONNUBIAL infelicity has provided more subjects for 
humorous treatment than perhaps any other. Mothers- 
in-law, a related subject, have their entrances and exits, 

but the squabbles for which the wedding-day provides the 
entrance, like Tennyson’s brook, go on for ever. ‘! Is Matri- 
mony a Failure?” a Paramount comedy, screened by Lasky for 


“*Ts Matrimony A FarLure?"’ 


ScENE FROM 


the benefit of the London trade this week, rings many changes 
in the familiar theme. 


Wher we first see the Saxbys they are preparing for their 
silver wedding celebrations, and amid much misery Amos Saxby 
assists his wife to persuade their guests that their bliss is un- 
They come, the husbands and wives whe are always 


Then 
in the midst of the dinner it is discovered that the Saxby’s 


spotted. 
nagging, and present a complete picture of happiness. 


daughter is missing, and the discovery is also made that she 
has secretly married and eloped. A hue and cry is set going 
and the couple pursued, it being found out that the licence 
clerk is away and that the marriage performed by his clerk is 
illegal. Upon investigation it also transpires that half the 
marriages for the past thirty years in Galesburg have been per- 
formed by the unauthorised clerk, included among them being 
the Saxbys and their neighbours. The husbands take advantage 
of this to desert their wives, and live in single unhappiness for 
a few days until each, one by one, returns to his home, where 
the ‘* wives,” who have some regard for propriety, do not 
receive them witk enthusiasm. Eventually the licence clerk 
returns and proves his assistant’s authority to issue licences, 


all the breaches being then healed 


Considering the intricacies of the story and the good cast, 
the comedy ought to achieve greater heights of fun. There are 
spots where the humour ig very bright, but there are others 
where, in spite of good situations, the result is disappointing. 
The honeymoon scene is rather too full of opening doors and 
finding in each room someone in night attire. A little judicious 
cutting here and there would brighten the comedy and_ give 
sparkle to incidents where brevity would prove its claim to be 


the soul of wit. 
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The Girl in His Room. 


Vitagraph comedy-drama with title that will disappoint some 
expectations. 


ITAGRAPH'S new five-reel comedy-drama, ‘‘ The Girl in 

His Room,’’ adapted from a stage play, has a part for 

Alice Calhoun in whieh she does very well, and, 

incidentally, wears some beautiful dresses. It was trade shown 

in London last weck The comedy of the drama was provided 

principally by Faye O'Neill, who, as Molly Maguire, the Irish 

companion-maid of Myra Pendleton, made the most of her facial 

changes to brighten the story. A great contrast with Faye 

O'Neill's brightness was the studied dulness of Eve Sothern as 
Elinor Larrimore. 

When Kirk Waring, returning from a long tour abroad, called 
at the house which he had left locked up, he found a light in 
one of the rooms, and shinned up a drainpipe to discover the 
occupant. She was a young lady, who was sitting at the piano 
playing * Auld Lang Syne."" Seeing her, he returns by the 
way he came, perplexed, of course. Later, visiting his former 
fiuncee, Mlinor Larrimore, he learns that his lawyer has sold the 
house toa Mr. Pendleton. He ealls at his office, to find Duprez, 
to whom he had entrusted his affairs, gone, and the place locked 
up. A letter in Duprez’s handwriting confesses to having helped 
himself to Waring’s fortune. 

Later, at a dance, he meets the girl he had seen playing, and 
finds she is Myra Pendleton. He falls in love with her, but, 
realising that he is penniless, burgles his old house and takes 
some papers left in a secret safe. Myra captures him, but lets 
him vo, and then finds the letter from Duprez, which is in the 
same handwriting as that of her father, whom, by the way, she 
has never seen. She thereupon makes her way to a backwoods 
address—the last her father had given her—and Waring follows. 
Duprez and Pendleton are discovered by both Kirk and Myra to 


ScENE FROM ‘‘ THE GirL In His Room.”’ 


be the same individual and with their marriage all difficulties 
ure removed. 

Except for some very ordinary boarding-school scenes, and the 
haunting dullness of Elinor Larrimore, the picture keeps interest 
alive, but long before the closing scene the spectator has 
realised that Pendleton and Duprez are one and the same person, 
and that the way in which the fact is revealed is the point to 
watch for. The comedy is on the quiet side, the drama sustained 
without being thrilling. An acceptable picture, 
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Her Husband’s Trade Mark. 


Lasky’s show a powerful money-making love drama. 


EATURING Gloria Swanson, ‘* Her Husband's ‘Trade 
F Mark,’ shown to the trade in London last week, is a 
Lasky film with an exceedingly strong and dramatic love 
story. Gloria Swanson, as Lois Miller, is ably supported by 
Richard Wayne, as Allan) Franklin, while the other members 
of the cast certainly give an excellent account of themselves. 
A financier, whose fortune is largely fictitious, holds the view 
that it is necessary to make a big show of affluence to get on in 
the financial world, and to this end sees that his wife, Lois 
Miller, is attired in the fashion’s latest creations. He hears 
that an old college friend, Allan Franklin, has acquired a million- 
dollar oil concession in Mexico, and sets to work to secure con- 
trol of it. He gets his wife to invite Franklin to the house and 
instructs her to keep him amused while he carries out his plans. 
This was to float a company to control the concession, he and 
Franklin each to have an equal number of shares, but with. two 
allotted to his secretary, this would give him the necessary 
control. 


ScENE FRoM ‘‘ Her HussBanp’s TRADE Mark.”’ 


The three go to inspect the concession, and while there Allan 
falls in love with Lois and, in a dramatic moment, kisses her. 
She tells her husband and asks him to take her back to New 
York, but he treats the matter lightly, pointing out that he 
must vet Allan’s signature to the agreement first. Lois, dis- 
gusted at the realisation of the way he had used her to further 
his schemes, tears up the agreement and leaves. ¢While staying 
at Allan's residence on the concession the place sis raided by 
and in the fighting her killed. After 
several hair-breadth escapes, including the swimming of a river, 
Allan and Lois are united. 


bandits, husband is 


Down on the Farm. 


A Sennett comedy shown by Allied Artists Corporation. 
MACK SENNETT farm comedy, ** Down on the Farm,” 

A shown to the London trade by the Allied Artists Cor- 
poration in their private theatre last week, is a remark- 

ably clever burlesque ‘* representing the joys of a three months’ 
The plot is lost in the maze of stunts 
introduced into the piece, 
laughter-making incidents. 
There are many applicants for the hand of the farmer’s 
Caughter (Louise Fazenda), and the most persistent is the 


holiday in an hour.’’ 
which contains a thousand and one 
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sportive banker with a (James Finlayson), who 
threatens the girl’s father with mortgage proceedings unless the 
daughter becomes his bride. The farmer will not comply, and 
the landlord at once proceeds to eject the farmer and his family. 

In the fight for the girl’s hand the farmhouse is wrecked, and 
the girl herself endeavours to escape in a motor wagon, followed 


mortgage 


ScENE FROM ‘‘ Down ON THE Farm.”’ 


The 


breakneck speed over the country, across ditches and “bridges, 


by another imotor and motor evecle, chase follows at 
and in the eid the faithful rustic sweetheart marries the girl, 
the man with the mortynge getting his just deserts. - 

fills a 


bucket at a trough, takes it to a cow, and then, seizing the rope, 


There is a particularly clever dog in the piece. It 


leads the animal round the farm; it also reseues a little bos 
from a perilous position on a piece of timber across a waterfall. 


A Private Scandal. 


A drama with strong situations, enhanced by May McAvoy’s 
chaste handling of her part. 


N addition to being a good play with strony situations anid 
Pp be) ] . Yn 
beautiful settings, ** Ao Private Scandal,” 


trade sereened in 


which Gaumont 
London last week, is attractive because 
of the sincere and winsome acting of May McAvoy, who, as the 


ScENE FRoM ‘‘ A Private ScanDAL.”’ 
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little French girl from ruined France, Jeanne Millette, has a 
part which fits her like the proverbial glove, and one in which 
her beauty of feature contributes to the charm of the character 
she interprets. ; 

The picture opens with a scene showing the pathetic little 
figure of the orphan girl receiving advice from the priest before 
sailing for America to take up her abode with the Lawtons. 
Why, when she arrives she is allowed to find her way to the 
house without being met, is unexplained, but the Lawtons’ 
omission gives Jerry, Philip) Lawton’s stable manager, an 
opportunity to introduce himsclf to her by picking up articles 
of attire which had dropped. Philip Lawton’s racehorses absorb 
most of his time, and his wife, feeling herself neglected, finds 
in the company of Alec Crosby, a man about town, congenial 
companionship, and the two plan to run away together. Jeanne 
overhears their e@iversation, and her later interview with Crosby 
is misinterpreted by Jerry, to whom she has become engaged, 
and he, knowing Crosby’s character, judges her unjustly, 

It is, however, in the scene when the two are preparing to 
elope, and the husband returns, that Jeanne has her oppor- 
tunity. In order that the husband anay not suspect his wife's 
unfaithfulness, Jeanne hides Crosby in her own room, and his 
discovery there leads to a scene and a struguyle between Jerry 
and him, and a further misunderstanding of Jeanne’s position. 
At length the situation is cleared, but Jeanne, rather than allow 
the husband to suspect the wife, refuses to allow Jerry to clear 
her name, this for the sake of Betty, the child. 

Throughout, Miss McAvoy plays her part in a way which will 
win the hearts of all spectators, but it is the earlier scenes that 
remain imprinted upon the memory when, as a poorly clothed 
child, with her unsullied outlook, she bids farewell to France. 
Her natural acting will win popularity for the play. 


The Foolish Age. 


A satire on youthful enthusiasm, with farcical incidents 


throughout. 
GREAT poet of the last century has told us that it is 
A better ‘‘ youth should strive through acts uncouth 


towards making, than repose on aught found made,” 


but ** The Foolish Age." which Jury's showed last week in 
London, points the weakness of many youthful actions and the 
absurdities of some youthful enthusiasms. 


Margie Carr is the daughter of Tom Carr, a pie manufacturer 
on a large scale, and at her last prize-giving, a speech upon the 
duty of youth to take part in a crusade of cheer to those who 

¥' j 


SCENE From ‘* THE Foonisu AGE.” 


are miserable, so improsses her that she sweeps aside her 
fiancé and sets to work upon her self-imposed task. 
a ‘ bruiser” ; 
“pals,” 


She engages 
us her secretary and endeavours to reform his 
inviting them to a danee at her father’s house, where 
they shook the guests and incidentally relicve her late fiance 
of his wateh, and to a box at the theatre, from which they are 
ejected. Eventually Margie and her fiancé are wed, but not 
until a plot which he has engineered has produced some amusing 
and amazing complications. . 

“* The Foolish Age” is a breezy play full of faree and move- 
ment, towards which Doris May as Margie Carr, and Arthur 
Hoyt as a disappointed lover contribute largely. It should be 
a popular item anywhere. 


NO MISREPRESENTATION. 


Verdict for Plaintiff in ‘* Ireland a Nation’ Case. 


HE claim preferred by Mr. Frederick Sparling against 
Mr. Paul Bernard for money due in respect of the hiring 
of the film, ‘t Ireland a Nation,”’ concluded last week 
with the judgment entered for the plaintiff for £75 and costs. 
The contract between the parties was for the hiring of the 
film for £150, but defendant refused it as incorrect in essential 
data, and thus dangerous to use in Limerick, where, he snid, 
every schoolboy knew that Robert Emmet, one of the characters, 
made his celebrated speech from the deck, not as depicted sitting 
at a table. 
The jury found for the plaintiff, as they considered there had 
been no misrepresentation of the piciure. Mr. Justice Gorden 
then entered judgment as stated above. 


After making her début in ‘t The Glorious Adventure,’” Lady 
Alington’s daughter has now been engaged by the Belga Film 
Co. to play the leading part in their new film, ‘* La Tour de 
Silence." The film will be made in Brussels: 
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GEORGE COOK v. SOLDIER JONES. 


On Wednesday next (July 12) the Gaumont Company. will 
release a single reel record of the twenty round International 
Championship Test for £250 a side and purse, to be fought for 
by Soldier Jones, Champion of Canada, and George Cook, 
Champion of Australia, at the Holland Park Hall, on Monday. 
This Gaumont series of single reel records of the big fights 
being staged by the National Sporting Club at the Holland Park 
Hall is exceptionally good. The approximate length given to each 
fight is about 1,200 feet, and only the best rounds are included. 


Work is well advanced upon ‘* Dick Turpin’s Ride to York,” 
and, if the weather permits of the few remaining exterior scenes 
being ‘* shot ’’ within a day or two, Maurice Elvey hopes to 
finish this Stoll super within a fortnight. The cast for this film 
is a particularly strong one, including as it does such names as 
Matheson Lang, Cecil Humphreys, and Isobel Elsom. 


An echo of prehistoric days is contained in the Pathé Pictorial 
pictures of the life-like models of the animals that existed in the 
Stone Age, which are on exhibition at the Crystal Palace. The 
camera has the effeet of engendering a realistic and almost 
ferocious appearance into the animals, and one realises that our 
ancestors a million vears ago must have had an exciting existence 
avoiding these monster mammals, 
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ROUND THE MANCHESTER TRADE. 


THE WEEK’S ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTHERN CENTRE. 


’ The Cricket Cup—Ideal’s Latest—Hyde’s Next—Goldwyn’s Big Three—Byron—-F.B.O. Moving Again— 
Milloy Matters—First National. 


$I ain about to write I learn that a match between the 
A ericket teams representing the Liverpool and Manchester 
kinema trades has been fixed up, and it may be possible 
to publish the result in the current issue. This match ie one 
of the games to be played in connection with the Vivid Challenge 
Cup. Apart from the sporting element, the game is interesting, 
as the Cup is a genuine antique for which Mr. Sunderland 
holds a guarantee, and the team, fortunafe enough to win 
through will hold a real, artistic trophy, worthy of a place in any 
club-room. 


‘* Blindfolded ’’ Passed. 

Mr. J. Carmen tells me that the film ‘* Blindfolded,’’ featur- 
ing Bessie Barriscaie, has, after many months of nevotiation, 
been passed by the censor, and will shortly be presented to the 
trade in this area. I understand that this feature is of a 
strongly dramatic nature, and includes an all-star cust. 


Ideal’s Latest. 

The latest feature of Ideal Filins is their unique film, ‘t The 
Four Seasons.’"’ This was shown on Friday, last week, to a 
very large gathering of exhibitors and a distinguished company 
of Manchester citizens. The verdict of all was that the filin 
was the most outstanding picture of ite type, and Mr. Caplan 
looks for big business to follow. This company has a proud 
record for pioneer work, and this latest development is more 
than worthy of their good name. 


Hyde’s Next. 

Following on the recent good things put out by Mose-Primus, 
Mr. Hyde will submit at the Futurist, Manchester, on Monday 
next, at 11 a.m., ‘'The Truth About Husbands.”’ This film, 
which features May McAvoy, is based on that old stage success 
of Sir Arthur Pinero’s, ‘‘ The Profligate."”. Those of us who 
have seen or read this play will realise that there is a wonderful 
picture in this dramatic story, and exhibitors should find in 
it a splendid successor to Mr. Hyde's recent winners. 


At Liberty. 

There are rather too few really old showmen of ability or 
theatrical experience on the management side. The newer 
kinema companies seem to be giving the positions to inexperi- 
enced men, who, presumably, can put capital into the business. 
This is a source of weakness all round. Unfortunately, thig is 
illustrated in the case of Mr. Tom Cooke, one of the most 
versatile and expericnced managers in Lancashire, who is with- 
out a berth. The trade needs to retain its real live managers, 
and it is to be hoped that Mr. Cooke’s services will soon be 
enapped up. 


Gaumont’s ‘‘ Byron.” 

Few films of recent times have been so enthusiastically wel- 
comed as ‘A Prince of Lovers,’’ Gaumont’s production of the 
romantic life of one of England’s greatest poets, Lord Byron. 
It has certainly proved a credit to this old-established housc, 
‘and to my mind should prove as successful on the screen ax 
did John Drinkwater’s Abraham Lincoln on the stage. ‘‘All 
the world loves a lover,’’ and when drama and pathos are 
combined and coupled with the glamour of a name like Byron. 
success should be assured for the subject, and especially so 
when so fine a cast and production arrangements have been 


Google 


provided as in this instance. 
time locally with this picture. 


Mr. Gell should have a good 


Changes at Wigan. 

I had the pleasure of a chat with Mr. T. H. Blackshaw, who 
is now managing the old-cstablished ‘* Palace,’’ and has recently 
personally commenced to book the programs. He is looking 
forward to a succeseful season. By the way, the King’s Picture 
Theatre, Wigan, is closed until further notice. 


Goldwyn’s Big Three. 

Mr. J. A. Pickering, Goldwyn's local manager, was as 
energetic and enthusiastic as ever when I met him a day or so 
avo. Their latest ‘big three’ features, ‘* When Romance 
Hides,"’ ** The Lotus Eaters,” and ** Mr. Barnes of New York,”’ 
have gone tremendously well and are as finely varied a trio as 
could be found. 


F.B.O. Moving Again. 

After a quiet spell this company is shortly to be well to the 
fore again. They will very ehortly be showing locally *t Wild 
Honey,” a Jewel production, featuring Priscilla Dean. This 
is based on the very popular novel by Cynthia Stockley, and 
should prove a very strong attraction. Another big picture is 
“The Romance of the Rosary,’’ which will be followed by a 
succession of equally strong subjects. 


Milloy Matters, 

This go-ahead renting house is continuing to issue productions 
which are of interest to all exhibitors. On Tuesday next an 
excellent picture, '' Cast Not the Stone,’’ will be shown at the 
Manchester Kinema Exchange at 11 o'clock. Judging by the 
title this film should be well worth the attention of all viewers. 
But. in addition, an unique comedy called ‘* Football Daft "’ 
will be presented. This two-recler hus been a tremendous 
success in Sectoland, so much so, that the lay Press has given 
it special prominence. Anyway, whatever makes the Scotch- 
man Jaugh should make the Lancashire man roar. Seeking 
further fields to conquer, Mr. Milloy has launched out in York- 
shire and has appointed Mr. Athol Wainwright to represent him 
in that area. 


First National Activities. 

My friend, Mr. C. Bennett, was in a happy mood when I 
met him the other day, as the latest picture put out by this firm, 
** Man—Woman —Marringe,”? has been received at the Liver- 
pool trade show with as much enthusiasm as he informs me was 
the ease in London. This picture seems to be one of those which 
exhibitors cannot afford to miss. There have been rearrange- 
mentg in the staff of this concern. Mr. G. L. Green, so well 
known in Liverpool, has been added to the outdoor staff for that 
area, and Mr. J. Ruth comea over to the Manchester end to 
assist Mr. Bennett. Mr. Colton will still continue in his estab- 
lished capacity at Liverpool. 


Wheeler at Liberty. 

Mr. A. Wheeler, who hae been controlling an important. local 
branch for a London renting house, will shortly be at liberty. 
He had a long commercial experience prior to entering the film 
trade with the Mssanay Company on the Midland ground. For 
several years he ran the Famous Film Company, Birmingham, 
before coining to Manchester. 
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THE TRADE IN LIVERPOOL. 


(By our own Correspondent.) 


A Wallasey Application—Another American Visitor—Capacity Benefit Matinee—Justice for 
Justices—An Eight-Year Record. 


SEE that, due for hearing before the Wallasey Licensing 
Justices on Wednesday, was an application by Mr. 

- George Temperley, managing director of the recently- 
opened Trocadero Picture House, New Brighton, for a singing, 
musie and dancing lieenee in respect of that enterprise. Since 
the Trocadero was launched upon its carcer it has been ex- 
tensively patronised not only by residents of, but also by 
visitors to Wallasey's popular seaside resort of New Brighton. 
At the same time, mainly attributable to industrial depression, 
it has to be candidly admitted that the kinema business is not 
at present by any means the gold mine it was for several years, 
and in secking a dancing licence in respect of the Trocadero the 
proprietors of this establishment are merely following the lead 
set in the case of various other kinemas on cither side of the 
river, and are thereby making what can only be regarded as 
a wise and business-like provision fer a rainy day, so te speak. 


A Brilliant Musician. 

Formerly directer of the efficient instrument combination 
at the Maiestie Picture House, London Road, and having since 
then had considerable experience at Llandudno and in London, 
ete., George Ve Roche is now conductor of the State Café 
Orchestra, Dale Street, Liverpool. 


‘*Nero’’ Trade Show. : 

The Fox Film Company arranged a private view for Tuesday 
this wee at the new Trocadero Super-Kinema, Liverpool, of the 
ereat pictorial production ‘* Nero.”” regarding ~which most 
glowing accounts have come from London. Inquiries for this 
film are for the moment being ably attended to by Mr. 
Dickinson in the absence, upon a well-ncrited holiday, of 
Fox's popular and enterprising local manager, Gordon Dartnall. 


Another American Visitor. 
Amongst the passengers who landed from the White Stir 


liner Adriatic from New York at Liverpool last Sunday was 
Mr. H. W. Thempson, of the American Film Company. Mr. 
Thompson is but another of the many celebrities in the American 
film world who has lately honoured this country with a visit. 
One is surely justified in arguing, from the increasing number 
of these visits, that perhaps, after all, the old world may be 
able te teach Uncle Sam something in the way of picture 
production. 


Praise for ‘‘ The Four Seasons.’’ 
Described as ‘‘ a pageant drama of the world,’’ the much- 


talked-of and cagerly-anticipated film, ‘* The Four Seasons,” 
was shown to the trade locally on Tuesday by Mr. F. W. 
Ingram on behalf of Idcal Films. The exhibitors, whose good 
fortune it was to be present, were loud in their praises of what 
can fittingly be described as an unique and beautiful film teem- 
ing with colour and action, and, in short, an hour's sheer 


delight. 


Capacity Benefit Matiuee. 


The most recent example of how the kinema fraternity are 
ever to the fore’ when deserving objects need assistance is 
afforded by the proprietors of the Lyceum Picture House, 
Egremont, who, on Wednesday last, placed the hall at the dis- 
posal of the Committee of the Wallasey Carnival and Horse 
Show for the: purposes of a matinee in aid of the Carnival 


funds. There Was not a seat vacant in the building, and had 
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‘the Heensing bench, 


the capacity been considerably greater there would have been 
no diffuelty in filling it, for many would-be patrons had to 
“vo empty away.’’ At the conclusion of a capital program 
Alderman T. Ashmole (President of the Carnival and Horse 
Show Committee) eloquently voiced, on behalf of the Committee, 
sincere thanks to the directors of the Iwceum for the gratuitous 
use of the ikinema; to Mr. and Mrs. Gurney for the valuable 
help they had rendered in organising the performance; to Mr. 
A. KE. Brewer, the genial and popular manager of the Marina 
Picturedrome, Seacombe, who, said Mr. Ashmole, had, sinee 
he came to the distriet, been at all times ready to associate 
himself with any good cause; and to the orchestra and staff 
of the Lyceum for having so willingly given their services on 
behalf of the cause indicated. 


Justice for Justices. 

Covent in criticism when occasion demands, Mr. J. H. 
Dovener, chairman of the North-Western Branch of the C.15.A., 
is no less unstinting in praise where he considers it due. He 
took advantage of the occasion presented by the summer con- 
ference of the C.E.A. (held in Liverpool last week) to pay a 
tribute to the extremely fair manner in which the exhibiting 
side of the trade had always been treated by the Liverpool 
Entertainment Licensing Justices. He stated that in Liverpool 
they had been very fortunate in regard to their relations with 
In fact, he did not know of any place in 
Fugland where exhibitors had been either fairly or 
courteously treated than in Liverpool. 


more 


An Eight Years’ Record. 

This week Austin Durrans severs hig connection with the 
Tremier Picture Palace in Smithdown Road, Liverpool, having 
been appointed manager of the flourishing Victory Picture House 
in Walton Read, in the North end of the city. Mr. Durrans 
has becn manager and licensee of the Premier Kinema for eight 
sears, which, if Lo mistake not, is something in the way of a 
record locally as regards length of service for a manager at the 
Mr. Durrans is a man of many ‘parts as regards 
the film business. Indeed, he may justifiably be said to be an 
* all-rounder “7 in’ it. He has, at various times. acted as 
cperator, manager, open market and serial department's repre- 
sentative, ete. All-round knowledge in a manager is a valuable 
asset to any picturedrome proprietor, and in this respect, as 
in many others, the owners of the Vietory are fortunate in 
having secured the services of Mr. Durrans, 


one kinema, 


Accessories Accelerated. 
F. P. Maynes assures me that inquiries for the Marconiphone 


continue as numerous as ever, but at the time of writing he was 
unabie’ to state anything further regarding Walturdaw’s inten- 
tions with regard to this ‘‘ scoop ’’ than has already been pub- 
lished. It is quite a common feature of Liverpool life 
these light summer nights to see F. P. Maynes and 
Godfrey Earnshaw in all parts of the city and suburbs in a 
powerful two-seater motor car. But it is practically business 
all the time that they are out for. A telephone 
message to Walturdaw’s in Dale Strect, and away ‘‘F.P."’ dashes, 
with whatever is required, in his car. The expert mechanical 
knowledge of Godfrey Earnshaw, of Walturdaw’s sales’ depart- 
ment,. also comes in handy, and his services can speedily be 
requisitioned with the object of remedying the hundred and one 
little matters that adversely affect the mechanical equipment. 
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TRADE IN THE YORKSHIRE TERRITORY, 


(By our Leeds Correspondent.) 


European Motion Pictures get Busy—Musical Accompaniments in Leeds — 
“Some Current Successes. 


HE European Motion Picture Co. have duly opened out 
in tempotary offices in Lesds.  f amnounced a few weeks 
back that Mr. Ben Dade, formerly Fox manager for this 

territory, had taken over the representation of the Universal 
distributors in’ Yerkshire and Lineclushire, and am) informed 
that he has secured temporary quarters at 26a, Queen's Arcade, 
Brigeate, which is, of course, alongside the Yorkshire Ninema 
Exchanee. 


European’s First Trade Show. 


The first trade show of European Motion Pictures has taken 
place at the Exchange. and has been of a most encouraging and 


promising character, Mr, Dade introduced ‘* The Leather 
Pushers," a series ct six two-reel sporting: subjects. Each is 


complete in itself, and comprises a compact and appealing drama 
with fight seenes that should prove highly popular in’ these 
parts. Featured is Reginald Deny, an accomplished actor who 
is staled ‘* the fiuhting Adonis.” 


“* Crusoe!’’ 


Due yesterday also was another promising European Motion 
feature, *' The Heart of a Wolf.” In this production, Lon 
Chaney, of ‘* Miracle Man’? fame, is featured, whilst next 
Friday the cagerly-anticipated serial of Daniel Defoe’s cver- 
popular ** Robinson Crusoe"? will be on view. The lay Press 
in Yorkshire has welcomed the advent of Crusoe on the screen, 
and has wondered why it has not come along earlier. I] need 
only add that) Harry Myers, of ** The Yankee at the Court of 
Kine Arthur"? suecess, is seen in the film to ensure a crowded 
house. The purely-sensational film has had a rare drubbing in 
Yorkshire, although there are many exhibitors who find it still 
in demand, and the trade will pass another milestone when all 
above the thrill dreadful 


serials rise 


standard. 


and horror, ‘* penny 


‘* Hail the Woman.”’ 


One of the most completely satisfving films T have seen for 
some time is the Ince production, ‘ Hail, the Woman,’? now in 
the Pathé program. Theodore Roberts, the great character actor, 
has built his big reputation on ao firm foundation, but one 
doubts whether he has ever achieved greater power or success 
than in this gripping story of the puritan parent who protects 
lis son and makes the woman pay. It is a picture that stirs 
the emotions without drawing too many tears. 


Music—Leeds Leads. 


Leeds is winning compliments because of its close attention 
to musical accompaniment. Mr. Leonard Denham played the 
lead by his success at the Headingley Lounge—a triuinph 
shared by Mr. Fred Kitchen, whose orchestral leadership has 
deservedly won golden opinions in the trade—and the standard 
of musical accompaniment to ‘the pictures "* in the leading 
linema theatres in the city is undoubtedly high, 


P.C.T.’s Advance. 

Increasing competition for public patronage has helped on the 
good work latterly, and the P.C.T. have now made an advance 
at the Picture House, Briguate, Leeds, by appointing Mr. Perey 
Frostick, of Covent Garden, to lead the orchestra. Mr, Frostick 
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has had a wide experience. Te was asscciated with the Quinjan 
Opera Company tera considerable pericd, and lias made two 
world tours, 


aw Mecessity. 


The artistic presentation of pictures is becoming 
Exhibitors are being forced to sif up and take 
Competition in Leeds is almost at its height. It is very 
heen. Bato ancther central house—the Seala—will be centerine 
the field before long. What particular form of appeal from this 
quarter? 


notice. 


‘* Byron ’’ at the Majestic. 


A notable event of the week has been the first trade show at 
the Majestic Theatre at Leeds, the palatial premises in City 
Square, To this newly-opencd theatre Gaumont’s decided to 
tuke their trade view of their Lord Byron film, ‘tA Prince of 
Lovers.” The result was highly pleasing, This highly interest- 
ing British Sereencraft picture aroused the admiration of a large 
audience and revealed a high standard of sersen artistry, and 
promises to make a hit. 


Fox Fireworks. 


Fox have been Jetting loose more fireworks. The ‘* Monte 
Cristo’ film has won the plaudits of the trade all round, and 
is a worthy offering from these famous studios, 
heels came ‘‘ Nero,’? to complete, with the Sheba success, a 
triumphant trio. The newly-constituted staff of Fox in this 
territory has great tare at its disposal—fare that raises the 
standing of the industry and makes the public realise its 
vreatness. 


Close on its 


Sport. 


The Anglers v. Cricketers cricket match at Roundhay Park has 
heen deseribed elsewhere in’ this issue. 
event and a credit to all concerned. 
ceedings be misconstrued, 


It was a very happy 
Tet no report of the pro- 
It's the social side that counts, 


Milloy Invades Yorkshire. 


It will be of interest to Yorkshire exhibitors to know that Mr, 
i. Grattan Milloy, who has for so long suecessfully conducted 
a Lancashire renting house, is seriously entering the Yorkshire 
market. If he is able to present to the Yorkshire trade the same 
quality of films which he has consistently placed in Lancashire, 
he will prove a decided acquisition to exhibitors in the Broad 
Acre area. He has been very fortunate in securing the services 
of Mr. Athol Wainwright as representative, as he has previous 
experionce of the territory in the vears before the war. As the 
ervaniser and secretary of the Kinema’s Club's activities at 
Manchester, in addition to his work as a film traveller, Mr. 
Wainwright has impressed his personality on all phases of the 
trade. He will undoubtedly make good in his new sphere. 


THE “OWL” FILM and PAPER CLIP. 


A Clip that is pleasing in performance. in appearance. and 
whose construction is such that it will not scratch the Films 
or mutilate the Papers upon which they are used, nor 
injure the fingers of those who apply them. 

Obtaina le from all the leading Stationers, or« irect from the 
ma: ufacturer.. Price 6d. ner Box of 100. 


IGNATIUS DOFF, Gladiator Works, Chorlton-c.-Hardy,6 
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KOMIKAL KINEMA KRICKET. 


ALL SQUARE! 


The Story of an Amusing Yorkshire Contest— 
Anglers and Cricketers. 


(Related in the Lighter Vein by our Leeds Correspondent.) 


HE cricket team of the Yorkshire Kinema Angling Club 

is the greatest that ever played in Roundhay Park, or in 

Leeds, cr in Yorkshire—the county of mighty cricket 

traditions. Collectively, it is the greatest that ever took the 

field. Individually, it has one or more of the greatest players 

that ever donned flannels—no, hardly that—that ever trod the 

turf. Warwick Armstrong was a great player. The Anglers 
have a greater. 

If there is any challenge let the men be placed on the scales. 


Umpires v. Scorers. - 

The Anglers have made fame in a day. ‘They challenged the 
Yorkshire Kinema Trade Cricket Club to combat and tied with 
them. This without training, private cricket practice, or the aid 
of the scorers. All they did was to learn to shout ‘t "Ow's that?” 
in complete and confident chorus. The only external: help 
contracted for was that of the umpires. It is questionable 
whether the greater service in cricket can be rendered by the 
scorers or the umpires. The point has never really been settled. 
In this case the umpires were Anglers and the scorers were 
Cricketers. The umpires raised the fatal finger to every “ fishy "’ 
appeal. The scorers recorded the Cricket Club members’ fours 
with a six. The result of the match was a tie. So the question 
remains undecided. 


Anglers in Shoals. 

“The Anglers, being novices, were allowed 20 ‘players, the 
Cricketers fielding the usual eleven. When the Anglers took 
first innings, however, they batted 21 strong. The umpires did 
hot seem to notice, and the seorers’ protest was out of order. 
‘* Scorers,"’ says Rule 3 of the Angling Club cricket laws, 
* should be seen and not heard. “f’ umpires’ decision is final.’’ 

When the Anglers took the field what it really ‘amounted to 
was an invasion. The ground was thick with fieldsmen. 
Captain Tidswell did not know what to do with them. The 
wicket-Keeper, being in flannels and wearing a cap of Irish 
yreen, required protection. He was given two long-stops—one 
close in and one deep. (And still the extras grew.) Five slips, 
three points, seven men in the long-field, three short-legs (very), 
and some dozen others infesting other areas and gencrally put- 
ting fenr into the batsmen, who dared not hit lest they broke 
ribs and cracked skulls. The field was set with the touch of the 
master, and there was still a man to spare. He was sent to 


watch the refreshments. That was Captain Tidswell’s one 
mistake. It robbed the Anglers of victory. He should have 


been sent to watch the scorers. 


‘ 


The Creed of the Creel. 


Perhaps Anglers is hardly correct. They were never out unless y 


they were bowled. They disputed the score board, the number 
of wickets still to fall, and everything that tended to push the 


Google 
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result out of their reach. Every time the opposing batsman 
missed the ball the ‘* How's that?’’ was barked in unison at the 
umpire from every novk and corner of the field. This despite 
the fact that Rule 5 of the Angling Club cricket laws says: 
* Intimidation o° t’ umpires involves the loss of marks.’’ 


Non-Anglers Sed Wranglers. 

At the finish, too, when this jeering array of brown-booted, 
bowler-hatted, tweed-suited cricketers reached the pavilion, the 
vecuracy of the final scores was even questioned. Victory was 
claimed, and in strident tones, because all sixes therein recorded 
should have been fours."’ Frankly, Anglers is not correct. 
They were Wranglers—Senior Wranglers. Let me sum things 
up by adding that they all went home in a noisy little Ford 
charabanc—all twenty-seven of them. 


Knuts at the Crease. 


To come to the real cricketers—the members of the Yorkshire 
Kinema Exchange Cricket Club. They were a little disappoint- 
ing as cricketers, although their flannels were mostly correct 
and the crease thereof in certain cases was distinctly a credit 
to the trade. The Fender of the party, having surveyed the 
wicket, said importantly, *‘ There’s only one thing to do to-day, 
men—hit for all you’re worth. Hit them ‘ over the hill!’ 


Walton and Burke pass with honours. They hit all right—so 
well, in fact, that none of the bowlers succeeded in hitting 
Walton’s legs and giving the chorus a chance until he had 
scored 49, when he was ‘ umpired out ’’ just in time to save 
a collection, But some of the others did not like the way the 
ball bumped. They drew back, instead of advaneing— left leg 
well forward ‘'"—to mect it and smite it. 


The Result of it All. 

Seriously, the cricket club at the Exchange is a capital 
institution. It is thriving, and everyone agrees that it is an 
asset. We will close the lesson with the Cricketers vy. Anglers 
scores : , 


ANGLERS,—White, ¢ and b Jay, 11; Higyins, run out, 8; Mitchell. 
b Walton, 5; Mason, c Eastlake b Jay, 7; Clifton, b Drake, 5; 
Broughton, b Jay, 0; Tidswell, ¢ Eastlake b Smith, 2; Hortier, lbw 
b Drake, 5; Alderson, c and b Moody, 13; Spence, b Jay, 03° 
Whincup, c and b Harrison, 4; Meller, c and b Harrison, 6; Smart, 
c Drake b Harrison, 1; Ward, b Moody, 0; Metcalfe, run out, 3; 
Mayo, b Drake, 0; Coulthard, st Jay b Harrison, 1; Walker, c Jay 
b Moody, 0; Leverton, b Moody, 0; Rogers, not out, 4; Kemp, 
b Jay, 0; extras, 42. Total, 117. . 


CrickeTers.—Walton, lbw b Kemp, 49; Moody, b Mayo, 2; 
Burke, b Mayo, 24; Drake, b Horner, 9; Isaacs,.b Mayo, 1; 
Harrison, b Mayo, 3; Jay, b Horner, 8; Smith, Ibw’b Mayo, 0; 
Jennings, run out, 0; Eastlake, b Mayo, 0; Goldman, not out, 2; 
extras, 19. Total, 117. 
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IN THE MIDLANDS. 


(By our Birmingham Correspondent.) 


Retirement of Mr. F. W. Rinder—Asylum Kinema—The Marconiphone—Walturdaw’s Latest— 
Congratulations—A Gaumont Quartette. 


T the end of the month Birmingham will lose Mr. F. W. 
Rinder, the Surveyor to the Licensing Justices. For 
many vears past, in fact, long before the inception of the 

kinema, Mr. Rinder’s chief duties have been to advise the 
Licensing Justices in regard to the construction and muinten- 
ance of all places of entertainment in the city. Although 
exhibitors have not always agreed wtih the regulations which it 
has been Mr. Rinder’s duty to see were enforced, the majority 
frankly admit that he has otten filled the dual réle of Corporation 
official and friend. He has been ever ready to advise exhibitors 
as to the best means to adopt to make their halls conform to 
the Justices’ requirements, and many will regret his retirement. 
To the general publie Mr. Rinder is best known as chairman 
ef the Aston Villa Foctball Club. 


Kinemas in Asylums, 

The medical profession is rapidly realising the value of enter- 
tainment to mental patients. Recently the Birmingham Asvlum 
Comunittee provided a kinema at the Winson Green Mental 
Hospital. So successful has the experiment proved that. the 
Committee has decided to take over the kinema installed at 
Hollymoor Asylum during the war for the benefit of the soldier 
patients. This was run by prominent members of the local 
CLE.A. with the co-cperation of the renters and generous 
voluntary financial support. Further, on Tuesday last, the City 
Council were asked to sanction a third installation at an 
estimated cost of £200 in order that the unfortunate patients 
and staff of the Ruberv Hill Hospital might enjoy kinema shows, 


The Marconiphone. 


‘Mr. Charles Hutchin, Midland manager for the Walturdaw 
Co,, states that exhibitors are manifestine a keen interest in 
the Marconiphone. With a view to providing them with a 
demonstration of the latest wireless invention he has secured 
the permit of the .Postmaster-General for the installation of a 
receiving set at the company’s Birmingham office. He is 
arranging for the erection of an acrial, and as soon as the 
apparatus is working will issue invitations to all exhibitors on 
his territory. 


A Wireless Conference. 


On Monday next he is attending the conference and demon- 
stration at the Walturdaw hea:lquarters, and on his return hopes 
to be in a position to give exhibitors detailed information of the 
project. He points cut, however, that the messages reecived by 
Mareconiphone will be confined to those transmitted from 
stations in Great Dritain, 


Walturdaw’s Latest. 


The series of Walturdaw trade shows in their private theatre 
eame to an end this week, when Mr. Hutchin screened daily 
* Under Suspicion,’’ the Famous American Artistes’ production, 
featuring Francis Bushinan and Beverley Bayne. Mr. Hutehin 
unnounees that he has arranged, a series of trade shows at New 
Street Picture House commencing with ‘* The Return of Mary ” 
on Tuesday next. His outside staff has been increased by the 
engagement cf Mr. A. de Solla, who was formerly in Tondon, 


Congratulations. 

A trade wedding of considerable interest took place in 
Birmingham last week, when Mr. FE. H. Jacoby, of Victory 
Motion Pictures, was married to Miss Daisy Salberg. The bride 
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is the niece of Mr. Leon Salberg, the proprietor of the Alexandra 
Theatre, Birmingham, 


A Gaumont Quartette 


A quartette of mew offerings is announced by Mr. W. H. 
Thompson, of Gaumont’s. At the Futurist to-morrow evening 
he will sereen ‘A Prince of Lovers,’’ an entertaining production 
based on the romance of Lord Byron. At the Theatre de Luxe 
the same evening Gaumont's latest serial, ‘* Parisette,’? will 
await exhibitors. Towards the end of the month he will screen 
the Swedish DBiograph production, ‘Seas of Chance,” and a 
sclection of one-reel features, ‘' Tense Moments from QOperas.’’ 


Briefs of Interest. 


During the annual conference of the National Association of 
Master Bakers, Confectioners, and Caterers in’ Birmingham, 
delegates were invited to the Futurist Theatre to see a film 
depicting the manufacture of cakes and biscuits at.the up-to-date 
factory of Messrs. Hughes and Sons, Birmingham. 

Mr. Alex. Grant gave patrons of New Street Picture House 
an additional attraction Jast weck. This was the P.C.T.'s speciak 
topical of Sir Henry Wilson's funcral, 

Mr. Harry Reuben, of the Olympia Picture House, Ladypool 
Road, Birmiugham, states that the burelars who visited that 
house on the 29th ultimo got away with £17. ° 

Mr. Harry Goodman's latest) offering is ‘* While T.ondon 
Sleeps. another Hilda Bayley feature. He reports good book- 
“The Bohemian Girt.” 

Mr. Harold) Menlove, of Associated First National, reminds 
exhibitors that) ** Man—Woman—Marriage,’? the wonderful 
Dorothy Poillips feature, will await them at New Street Picture 
House tc-morrow (Sunday) evening, 

Mr. W. TE. Wilson's latest Pathé offerings include the Thos, 
H. Ince production, ** Hail, the Woman,’ and ‘* His Wife,’” 
featuring Elaine Hammerstein. 


ings for 


CHESTER BURGLARY CHARGE. 


Two Months for Kinema Crime 


T the Chester Police Court last week Glen Davies, of no 
fixed abode, appeared on remand charged with having 
stolen oan value £5, and postage stamps and 

choeglates value Js. 6d., the property of Patrick Collins, Sen., 
preprictor of thes €inema de Luxe, Brook Street, Chester. 
Prisoner pleaded guilty. John Locker, manaver of the kinema 
concerned, evidence in) support of the charge, which 
concerned two separate dates.  Detective-Sergt. Hughes spoke 
to having visited the kinema and finding the damage as described 
by the manager. On June 16 he saw accused, who walked into 
the police station and stated that he wished to surrender, as he 
had stolen things from the kinema, Accused declined to give 
any account of himself whatscever. He informed the officer 
that he had sold the oboe for 4s. in the streets of Wrexham. 


oboe 


wave 


Accused, who volunteered the information that he had been 
born in Cardiff, but flatly refused to give any further account of 
his antecedents, was committed to prison for two months with 
hard labour. 
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SHAFTESBURY PAVILION 


(SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.), 


Wednesday July 12, at 3 p.m. 


The Directors of Moss Empires, Ltd., 
cordially invite the Trade and Press to 
witness the Private Exhibition of 


THE 

TRUTH 
ABOUT 
HUSBANDS 


Featuring 


MAY McAVOY, ANNA LEHR, and Star Cast. 


An Adaptation of Sir Arthur Pinero’s Famous Play 


THE PROFLIGATE. 


PROVINCIAL SHOWS: 


MANCHESTER: Futurist, Monday July 10, at 11 am. 
LEEDS: Tower P.H., Friday July 14, at 11 am. 
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EXHIBITION RIGHTS CONTROLLED BY :— 


MOSS EMPIRES, LTD., 


24 DENMARK STREET, LONDON, W.C.2. 
[ol[e][o}[][o][o][ol[el[e][el[e)[e][e}[e[e][el[o[ol[ol[el[e}[el[ellel[e}elel[ellellellellellellelellellellelelelelie 
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THOSE WHO VOTED FOR AND AGAINST 
THE ENTERTAINMENT TAX. 


In Favour of Alteration of Tax. 


Banton, GEORGE. 
Barker, G. (Monmouth, Abertillery). 
Barnes, Mason H. (Newcastle, E.). 
Bowerman, Rt. Hon. CnHartes W. 
Brrant, FRANK 
BROMFIELD WILLIAM. 
Bruton, Sir JAMES. 
Cairns, JOHN. 
Carter, W. (Nottingham, Mansfield). 
CHuRCHMAN, Str ARTHUR. 
Cotuins, Str Goprrey (Greenock). 
Curzon, Captain VISCOUNT. 
Davipson, Magor-GeneRaL, Srr J. H. 
Davies, A. (Lancaster, Clitheroe), 
Davies, THomas (Cirencester). 
Dawson, Sir PHILP. 
Dove, N. Grattan, 
Epwarps, C. (Monmouth, Bedwellty). 
Entwistie, Masor C.F. 
Finney, SAMUEL. 
Foot, Isaac. 
Foxcrort, Captain CHARLES TALBOT. 
Goutpinc, Rr. Hon. Str Epwarn A. 
GrettTon, CoLtoneL JOHN. 
Gritren, W. G. Howarp. 
Harmsworth, Hon. E C. (Kent). 
Haypay, ARTHUR. 
Haywanrp, Evan. 
Henverson, Lt.-Cov., 
ston). 
HERBERT, Cou. Hon. A. (Yeovil). 
Horsrook, Sir ARTHUR RICHARD. 
Homes, J. STaney. 
James, Lievr.-Cotonen Hon. CurTusert. 
JODRELL, NEVILLE Pavt, 
Joun, Witt1aM (Rhondda, West). 
Jones, G. W. H. (Stoke Newington). 
Jones, Morcan (Caerphilly). 
Kenwortny, Lievur.-ComMANDER J. M. 
Kipp, James. 
Kivey, JamMes DANtIEL. 
Lawson, JOHN JAMES. 
Lort-WittaMs, J. 
McNEILL, Ronatp (Kent, Canterbury). 
Matrartev, Freperick WILLIAM. 
MANVILLE, Enwarpb. 
Moore-Branazon, Lirvt.-CoL, J. T. C. 
Myers, THomas. ; 
Naytor, Tuomas EL.is. 
NEWBOULD, ALFRED ERNEST. . 
Newman, Sir R. H. S. D. L. (Exeter). 
Porson, SiR Tuomas A. 
RENDALL, ATH#LSTAN. 
Ricnarpson, Lr.-Cox. Sir P. 
sey). 
Ricuarpson, R. (Houghton-le-Spring). 
Royce, WILLIAM STAPLETON. 
Seppon, J. A. 
STANTON, CHARLES BttT. 
Swann, J. E. . 
Tuomson, T.. (Middlesbrough, West). 
Trorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton, E.). 
Wats, SterHen’ (Lancaster, Ince). . 
Watton, J. (York, W. R., Don Valley). 
Warp, Cor, L. (Kingston-upon-Hull). 
Warp-Jackson, Mason C. L. 
Watts-Morcan, Lrevr.-Co.t. D. 
Wuire, Crartes F, (Derby, Western). 
Wurrte, Cot. G. D. (Southport). 
WIGNALL, JAMES. 
Winitams, Penry (Middlesbrough, E.). 
Youne, Sir Frepertck W. (Swindon). 
'TELLERS— 
Trrure-Con, NALL. | 
Mr? Hannon. 


Vv. L. (Trade- 


(Chert- 


Against Alteration of Tax. 


Acc-GarpNnerR, Sm James Tyner. 
Amery, Rr. Hon. Leopotp C. M. S. 


« 


ARMITAGE, ROBERT. 

Arms7ronc, Henry Bruce 

Bairv, Sir JoHN LAWRENCE. 

Batpwin, Rr, Hon. Staniey. 

Bansury, Rt. Hon. Sire Freperick G. 

BerRkerR, Mason Roserr H. 

Bartow, Sir Montacve. 

Barnston, Mason Harry. 

Brcxett, Hon. Sir Gervase. 

Bentinck, Lornp HENRY CAVENDISH. 

BIGLAND, ALFRED. 

Bircwart, J. DEaRMAN. 

Brrp, Sir Wittram B. M. (Chichester). 

Borwick, Masor G. O. 

Boscawen, Rr. Hon. Str A. Grirriri- 

Bowyer, Cartain G. W. E. 

Breese, Mason CuHar.es E. 

Bripceman, Rr. Hon. Witutam CLIVE. 

Broap, THomas Tucker. 

Brown,’ Bria.-Gen. CLirTon 
bury). 

Bouckiey, Lievt.-CoLtonen A. 

Butt, Rr. Hon. Sir WItitiaM JAMES. 

Burpon, Corone, Row anp. 

Campion, Lieut.-CotoneL W. R. 

Carr, W. THEODORE. 

Ceci, Rr. Hon. Sir Evetyn (Aston). 

CHAMBERLAIN, N. (Birm., Ladywood). 

CHURCHILL, Rr. Hon. Winston S. 

Cray, Lrevt.-Cotonet H. H. Srenper. 

CrioucH, Sir Rosert. 

Coats, SiR Stuart. 

Cotvin, Bric.-GENeERAL RICHARD BEALE. 

Cory, Simm J. H. (Cardiff, South). 

CourrHorre, Lrevt.-Cot. Grorce L, 

Davinson, J. C. C. (Hemel Hempstead). 

Davies, Davip (Montgomery). 

Davies, Sir Wittiam H. (Bristol, S.). 

Davipson, Sir W. H. (Kensington, S.). 

Epnam, VISCOUNT, 

Epwarps, Masor J. (Aberavon). 

Epwarps, Hveu (Glam., Neath). 

Evans, ERNEST. 

Eyres-Monsett, Com. Botton M. 

Fatcon, Capratn MICHAEL. 

Fate, Masor Str Bertram GoODFRaY. 

Fisner, Rr. Hon. Herpert A. 1. 

FitzRoy, Carrain Hon. Epwarp A. 

Traser, Masor: Sir KEitu. 

Ganzoni, Srr Jonn. 

Georce, Rr. Hon. Davin Lrioyp. 

Gisss, Cotone, GeorGE ABRAHAM. 

Gitmour, Lievr.-CoLoNEL Sin JOHN. 

Gorr, Str R? Park. 

GREEN, Joseru. F. (Leicester, W.). 

Greener, Lr.-Con. Sir W. (Hack’y, N.). 

Greenwoop, Rr. Hon Str Hamar. 

GREENWOOD, WILLIAM (Stockport). 

Greia, Conronen Str James WILLIAM. 

Guest, Carr. Rr. Hon. Freperick FE. 

HackinG, Carrain Doveras H. 

Harmsworth, C. B. (Bedford, Luton). 

Hennessy, Mason J. R. G. 

Herpert, Dennis (Hertford, Watford). 

Hinps, JOHN. : 

Hore, J. D. (Berwick & Haddington). 

Hopkins, JoHN W.W. 

Horne, Sir R. 8S. (Glasgow, Hillhead), 

Hunrer, Generat Str A. (Lancaster). 

Ixskrp, THomas Waker H. 

JsceKson, Lievt.-Cotone, Hon. F. 8S. 

Jervucorr, A. R. 

JOHNSTONE, JOSEPH. 

Jones, J. T. (Carmarthen, Llanelly). 

Kettaway. Rr, Hon. Frepk. Crore. 

Kina, Carratn: Hexry Doveras. 

Lane-Fox, G. -R 

Lewis, T. A. (Glam., Pontypridd). 

Linpsay, WiIttram ARTHUR. 

LorpDEN, JOHN WILLIAM. 

Mackisper, Str H. J. (Camlachie?. 


(New- 


Google 


McLaren, Hon. H. D. (Leicester). 
McLaren, Ropert (Lanark, Northern). 
Marks, Sir GeorGe Croypon. 
Marriott, Joun ARTHUR RANSOME. 
Mason, Roserr. 
MitpMay, Cotonet Rr. How. F. B. 
Mirewett, Sir Witriam Lane. 
Monp, Rr. Hon. Sin ALFRED Moritz. 
Monracu’ Rr. Hon. E. S. 
Moreinc, CarTain ALGERNON H. 
Morrison, Hven. 
Morrison-BELL, Mason A. C. 
Muyro, Rr. Hon. Roseri. 
Morcuison, C. K. 
Morray, Rr. Hon. C. D. (Edinburgh). 
Murray, JoHN (Leeds, West). 
Neat, ARTHUR. 
Nicuouson, Bric-Gen. J. (Westminster). 
NicHoLson, RecinaLp (Doncaster). 
Prase, Rr. Hon. Hersert Pike. 
PERKINS, WALTER FRANK, 
Portitock, Rr. Hon. Siz 
Murray. 
PretyMan, Rt. Hon. Ernest G. 
Purcnase, H. Cs. 
Raz, Sm Henry N. 
Raw, LievTenant-CoLconeL Dr. N. 
Remer, J. R. 
Roserts, Rr. Hon. G. H. (Norwich). 
Roserts, SaMueL (Hereford, Hereford). 
Rosrnson, S. (Brecon and Radnor). 
Rose, Frank H. 
Rownpett, Coronet R. F. 
Royps, Lrevut.-CotoneL EpMunp. 
Sanvers, CoLoneL Sir Rosert ARTHUR. 
Sassoon, Sir Puivie Ansert Gustave D. 
Scorr, A. M. (Glasgow, Bridgeton). 
Scort, Str Lesiie (Liverp’] Exchange). 
Sey, Masor-GenerRAL Rr. Hon. Jonny.’ 
SHaw, Hon, Arex. (Kilmarnock). — 
Suortr, Rr. Hon. E. (N’castle-on-T.). 
Svitn, Srr Attan M. (Croydon, South} 
Smitn, Srr Harotp (Warrington). 
STANLEY, Mason Hon. G. (Preston). 
STARKEY, Captain JOHN Racru. 
STEEL, Masor S. Strane. 
STEPHENSON, Ligzut.-CoLone. H. K. 
Sturrock, J. Lene. 
Svepen, W. H. - 
SUTHERLAND, Str WILLIAM. 
Sykes, Sir Cuarzes (Huddersfield). 
TERRELL, GEORGE (Wilts, Chippenham). 
Tiiomas, Str Rosert J. (Wrexham). 
THomson, F, C. (Aberdeen, South). 
Tuomson, SiR W. MircHert (Maryhill). 
TOWNLEY, MAXMILIAN G. 
Tyron, Mason GeorGe CLEMENT. 
Turton, EpMunD RussnorouGu. 
Watace, J. 
Watters, Rt. Hon. Str Jonn Tupor. 
Warp, Wituim Duptey (Southampton). 
Warinc, Mason Watter. 
Warner, Sir T. Courtenay T. 
Watson, CarraIn JOHN BERTRAND. 
Weston, Cononer. JOHN WAKEFIELD. 
Waueter, Cou. GRANVILLE C. H. 
Wittiams, C. (Tavistock). ni 
Wits, Lr.-Cot. Sin Girsert Azan H. 
Witson, Cor. M. J. (Richmond). 
Winvsor, Viscount. 
Wise, FREDERICK. 
Wotmer, Viscount. 
Woop, Hox. Epwarn F. LL. (Ripon). 
Woop, Str H. K. (Woolwich, West). 
Woop, Mason Sir 8S. Hiw- (High 
Peak). ; fey 
Worrtatneton-Evans, Rr. Hox. Sir Lo 
YOuNGER, Sir GeorGE. 
TELLERS— 
Cotonet Lesrre Wuxson. 
Mr. McCurpy, 
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WELL-KNOWN ANGLO-AMERICAN 
PRODUCER TO MAKE PICTURES 
IN THIS COUNTRY. 


Guaranteed Outlet on Shares in the States. 
TT" TERRISS, son of the famous English actor, Will 


Terriss, once the darling of the gods in Adelphi melo- 

drama, reached this country by the Olympic on Saturday, 
and, according to present arrangement, proposes to make a long 
stay on this side. 

Terriss during his nine years’ absenee from England has made 
quite a number of big and successful pictures for American pro- 
ducing concerns, many of which have been seen upon British 
screens. Amoig other companies he has directed for Vitagraph 
and Famous-Lasky, and has over fifty productions to his credit. 


In An Unique Positiou. 

“There is no reason why big pictures should not be produced 
as well here us in America,”’ he said, in course of conversation 
with a Firm Renver representative, ‘‘ and as an Englishman I 
am keen to make some really big British films and to send them 
over to the American market for exploitation. 

‘I am in the unique position of having made an arrange- 
ment with Marcus Loew, of Metro, just before I left, whereby 
I can guarantee an outlet in America for four big British pic- 
tures, should I arrange to make them here. I am open to discuss 
the matter with any producing concern interested in my pro- 
position, and Metro will put the pictures out in the States on a 
60-40 sharing basis, with a big money guarantee. 

‘* Just before I left I completed a picture entitled ‘ The 
Challenge,’ featuring Dolores Casinelli. One or two friends 


were associated with me in the venture, and we sold the film 
at a very handsome profit. 
‘*T am now keen to get busy in the old country.” 


Tom Terriss, the well-known Vitagraph producer, who has just 

arrived in this country, is a son of Will Terriss, the most famous 

of Adelphi melodramatic heroes twenty years ago, and brother 
of Ellaline Terriss. 
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KINEMA CLAIM FOR COMMISSION 


Plaintiff Succeeds. 


RISING out of a kinema deal, Mr. William Jones, 
described as managing clerk for a solicitor, and residing 
in Harthill Avenue, Mossley Hill, successfully claimed, 

at the Liverpool Assizes on Friday, £150 commiss:‘on from Alfred 
Rowland, a shipowner, carrying on business in Water Strect, 
Liverpool. 

Tt was stated that the latter had acted as the agent of 
defendant in the purchase of the Lighthouse Pavilion Kinema, 
Hoylake, the purchase price of which was £6,500, and in con- 
nection therewith he claimed to be entitled to a sum of £150 as 
commission on the negotiations. Defendant denied that the 
plaintiff was now entitled to the commission claimed, and 
alleged that the plaintiff had agreed to forego the amount in 
recognition of past favours for services which he had rendered to 
him. 

Mr. Justice Swift found for the plaintiff for the amount 
claimed with costs, and gave judyment accordingly. 


The latest novelty to be worked in connection with the screen- 
ing of ‘* Little Lord Fauntleroy "' is a bright idea evolved by an 
American manager, who advertised that at all matinees ‘* Curly- 
headed kiddies would be admitted free."” Some sixty youngsters 
turned up at the first matinee. 


A thief or thieves who broke into a Clacton-on-Sea kinema 
stripped the operating machines of their lenses and condensers 
and took the contents of the safe. The loss and damage are 
estimated at £250. 


FRA’ BONNIE SCOTLAN’. 


A scene from ‘‘ The Lilac Sunbonnet,’’ a Progress production 
which will shortly be shown to the trade by Butcher’s Film 
Service. 
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THE FOUR NORTHERN COUNTIES. 


(By our Newcastle Correspondent.) 


“Fox Trots’’—‘* Cocaine Smugglers ’’ First Runs —Staff Addition at Fox's— 
Mark Tappley !—The Call for Comedies. 


a happy family who believe in mecting together in a 


shee management and staff of Fox’s Newcastle branch are 

social way. A private subscription dance has been 
organised by them, and the Express Ballroom, Whitley Bay, 
was secured on July 7 for the purpose. Mr. Harry Browne, the 
local manager, was one of the moving spirits in the function, and 
worked hard for its success. A special train was chartered to 
earry the dancers back to the city, leaving Whitley Bay at 2-30. 


“* Cocaine Smugglers ’’ First Runs. 

High Level Exclusives are doing remarkably well with 
‘Cocaine Smugylers ’? in spite of adverse local criticism. The 
film, which has been passed by the Censor, has been booked for 
the first run in Newcastle to the New Pavilion, where it will be 
screened for a week commencing July 17. ‘* Nick Carter,” 
which is also handled by High Level, will be shown for the first 
time in Newcastle on August 7, having been booked to the 
Brighton Electric Theatre and the Olympia for concurrent runs. 


Staff Addition at Fox’s. 

Recently an addition was made to the staff of the Newcastle 
office of the Fox Film Co. This is Captain McGilley, who has 
arrived from the firm's headquarters in London to take up th» 
position of assistant manager. Already the captain has made 
quite a number of friends. 


High Water Mark 

Mr. William Walker, the representative of the House of 
Grangef, states that the firm has struck high water mark with 
the second of the British National Film League program, ‘A 
Sporting Double.”’ It is a Davidson-Granger British production, 
and could aptly be described as a great sporting and topical 


drama, The outstanding features are the 1922 English Cup 
Final and the Epsom Derby. 


Mark Tappley ! 

Mr. R. Tappley, the manager of the Stoll Film Co., does not 
find business dull. He has been doing very well with the racing 
drama, ‘* Odds On," and has also been kept busy in dealing with 
numerous inquiries he has received for ‘* Dick Turpin’s Ride to 
York.’’ He has got five other trade shows fixed up, and they 
will follow one another fairly closely. 


The Call for Comedies. 

Mr. C. Christianson, of Northern Mutuals, is carrying a good 
stock of comedies just now, with which he is doing remarkably 
well. In the course of the next few weeks he will be showing 
a Harold Lloyd five-recler. Mr, Christianson also hopes to be 
able shortly to announce another important transaction. 


Goldwyn Pictures. 

‘* Grand Larceny,’ the latest Goldwyn subject to be screened 
to the trade, has taken the exhibitors’ fancy. In consequence 
there has been plenty for Mr. T. A. Finucane, the manager, to 
do in attending to his clients. Mr. Finucane hinted that shortly 
he would have an important announcement to make that would 
interest showmen. 


Gaumont’s Gratified. 

Mr. Holdstock, the local manager for Gaumont’s, informs me 
that ‘‘ The Little Minister,’’ shown this week, has made ‘a strong 
appeal. Next week ‘t Prince of Lovers "? will be put before the 
exhibitors. He continues to have a big demand for the Mermaid 
comedies. 


DEVASTATION IN DUBLIN. 


The above cutting from the current issue of The Topical 
Budget shows the blowing up of the rebel Irish stronghold 
~ in Dublin last week. 
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PROVINCIAL CINEMATOGRAPH 
THEATRES, LTD. 


July Dividend Postponed. 
Wo in April last the accounts of Provincial Cinemato- 


graph Theatres, Ltd., were presented, it was an- 

nounced that, although net profits amounted to 
£100,780, a dividend on the Preferred Ordinary and Ordinary 
shares was not possible. In view of the summer season and the 
general preoccupation in outdoor amusements, an improvement 
since that date could scarcely be expected, and the holders of 
Cumulative Preferred Ordinary shares will probably not be eur- 
prised to learn that the payment of the half-year’s dividend due 
on July 1 has been postponed. No details are offered, but it is 
fair to assume that trade depression and the Amusement Tax 
will be urged in extenuation.—‘ Financial News.” 


A wonderful tribute was paid to the smartness of the Gaumont 
Graphic last weck when most of the London dailies used a large 
number of photographs of the Dublin battle, enlarged from the 
Gaumont Graphic pictures, which were the first to arrive in 
London. 
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5000 F? NEW STYLE COMEDY 


TRADE SHOWS: K)— | We] 


GLASGOW: Monday July 10, Cinema House, at 11 a.m. FILM SERVICE 1 
SHEFFIELD: W 3. 12, Cinema House, at 1] ain, — 62 FRITH St WI. 
LEEDS: Friday ne Pieri Exchange, at B-3C BORKBUBLICLIBRARY wone. GEGENT. 5734/5. 
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aS 5000 F? NEW STYLE COMEDY 


COME TO THIS TRADE 
SHOW AND ENJOY 
BEING A FILM eRITIC 
JUST FOR ONGE ! 


Glasgow: Mon. 10, Cinema House, at Il 
Sheffield: Wed. 12, Cinema House, at Il 
Leeds: Friday 14, Cinema Exchange, 3-30 


CW 6. FS 


FILM SERVICE Limited 
(GEN-MANAGER. SAM PHILLIPS) 


62. FRITH ST Lonpvon.W.I. 
PHONE. REGENT. 5/34 %5735. 
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SS me ~ TRADE SHOW 
Alhambra, Leicester Sq., 
Wednesday July 12, at £1 a.m. 
FOX FILM CO,, Ltd., 13 Berners St., W.1, 
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‘GRANGER'S 


A Granger-Davidson Production— 


SPORTING 
~ DOUBL 


Produced by ARTHUR ROOKE. Photography by LESLIE EVELEIGH: 


TRADE SHOWS: 


BIRMINGHAM .—Futurist, John Bright Street, Tues- 
day July 11, at 11 a.m.c, 

LEEDS.—Cinema Exchange, Tuesday July 11, at 
11-40 a.m. 

LIVERPOOL.—Scala, Lime Street, Wednesday July 12, 
#1-15 a.m. 

SHEFFIELD.—Tiyoli Cinema, Norfolk Street, | Wed- 

'Qnesday July 12, at 11 a.m. od 

MANCHESTER .—Futurist, Peter Street, Friday July 
14, at 11 a.m. 

NOTTINGHAM.—Picture House, Friday July 14, at 
11 a.m, 

CARDIFF.—Cinema Exchange (No. 2 Theatre), Tues- 
day, July 18, at 3 p.m. * 

BRISTOL.— Queen's Picture House, Peter Street, Wed- 

he nesday July 19, at 11-15/a.m. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—Stoll’s Tyne Theatre, West. 
gate Road, Thursday July 20, at 
11-15 a.m. 


No. 5 OF THE BRITISH NATIONAL PROGRAMME. 
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pa 
AR-ROOR 


Foreign rights controlled by 
Arrow Film Corporation. 


Six reels of intensive heart-reaching drama, 
pathos, humour and adventure 


Written by Edwin Waugh, 


a Lancashire man. 


The human interest drama 
that has touched the hearts 
of millions all over the world 
for sixty years. 


Starring 


JOHN LOWELL and 
BABY IVY WARD. 
Pearl Films Ltd., 


86-88 Wardour Street, 
For immediate release. London, W.1., and Branches 
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LUVENUUUUUUU UNCUT 

Exhibitors now realise that Britain can proudly claim as her own a screen = 

artist as great as any in the world = 

TMM 
IX 
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BETTY BALFOUR. 
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WELSH, PEARSON “Betty ” will remain in 
& Go, Lid., England 
discovered and the 

her Welsh-Pearson 

for pictures 

British in which she plays 
Picturegoers. will] tour the world. 


Soon, very soon, 


2,500 BRITISH CINEMAS 


will ow every film in which this inimitable WELSH-PEARSON STAR appears. 


" SQUIBS” “scotched’”’ the slump. 
. MORD EM’ LY as will make you forget the iniquities of the Entertainments Tax, and 


SLUUUUUIUDECTTOOUNQOOUUEEEUAOUQOOUOEOUOOOQOOOUOOOEUNAQSOOEUOEUEGOOOODOUEEEO OOOO OEEL DAO OH LG: HUNUUTUOUAUUONENOAUEAUROAUEAYUEOUEAOUEOUOOODUAOEAYOSUUOEUUOOOUUOUUUOOUUOUEOOUOOOUOOUOOUEOOOEOOUONOTOOOOOO EGO OOO TOA OOOO TODA GOT AAT 


7““WEE MACGREEGOR’S SWEETHEART” : 


= Is OUR contribution to your Fighting Fund. = 
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z The genius of GEORGE PEARSON, allied with BETTY BALFOUR’S personality,will ensure 
= many other emotional and laughter-making pictures, compelling the applause of all picturegoers. 
ETT cD cL Cc 


SOME EARLY PRESS OPINIONS OF 
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“WEE MACGREEGOR’S SWEETHEART 


By J. J. BELL and GEORGE PEARSON. 
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G. A. ATKINSON in the Daily 
Express, June 30th—‘ Miss Betty 
Balfour’s piquant personality begins 
to sway British audiences as did the 
artful artlessness of the young Mary 
Pickford . . . I should not quarrel 
with an opinion that regarded her 
as the best film comedienne in 
the world.” 


FENTON ASH in the People, 
July 2nd—“‘ Wee Macgreegor’s 
Sweetheart is another delightful 
comedy - drama, featuring Betty 
Balfour. The whole piece is splen- 
didly acted, and has been planned 
and produced with remarkable skill 
and care extending to the smallest 


detail.”’ 


A. JYMPSON HARMAN in the Evening News, July 1st—“ Our Own Mary Pickford. The best work Betty 
Balfour has ever done . . . - I do not think anyone realised until “ Wee Macgreegor’s Sweetheart’ waS 
shown this week what a close rival Miss Balfour is to Miss Mary Pickford . . . . A direct challenge to 
‘the world’s little sweetheart.’ We know too that Miss Balfour does not need to rely on any particular 
‘type’ for success. There is nothing but praise to be said for Wee Macgreegor’s Sweetheart.” 

LYNETTE in the Referee, July 2nd—“A perfectly delightful picture. Well told and delightfully acted. 
A credit to all concerned.” 


CHA HUUNUUAUIOUUAUOOUOUOVENUAOUUOAOOUAUAYUUOOOUUUONOUUNOEQUUOOOOGROGGUOUEOOUUOUOGOUEUOOUOOESQUOSOOOOOESGGUOEOOOOSEOOGSSOOQOOUEEOOOOEOOOOOORGOAEEOOUOTOGOOOTOGOOUOUOOUOUOOOUAOOOOOCOQUUUOSOUOOUOOUOUOOOUUSOOUSESOOUOOOAQOUUOGOGOUUOGOOUNOOGOUROOAUUO: 


| "9° WELSH, PEARSON wits JURY'S. 
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——yes, Mr. Exhibitor, this IS a serial—a super 
serial-—a continued feature that will mean 


18 PROFITABLE WEEKS 


for you— 


ND dont overlook the 

fact that in this de luxe 
chapter play you get a feature 
star—Harry Myers—who built up 
a tremendous following as the 
star in “A Connecticut Yankee 
at the Court of King Arthur.” 
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CARL LAEMMLE 
ee She Adventures of 


ROBINSON 
CRUSOE’ 


The World’s 
greatest chapter play 


featu ring 


HARRY MYERS 


Produced as only 


UNIVERSAL 


can produce a serial 


Distributed by 
EUROPEAN MOTION PICTURE Co. Ltd. 
169 Wardour St., London, W.1. 


Phone: Regent 4840, 
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Carl Laemmle presents 


yan dll Star Cast om 


\HU MAN / 
H EARTS | 


{ d Super Picture Dedieated — 
%0 the mothers of the Wor id / 


° @EITONT Yon —- 
1 SHAFTESBURY PAVILION 


ef WEDNESDAY JULY 12. AT 11 AM. 


DISTRIBUTED BY EUROPEAN MOTION PICTURE co wy» 
7 oy olerely Strect London... Wi1..—  PAgne hegent 48406 
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UNPRECEDENTED SUCCESS. 


“MORALITY” 


Shown last week at the WINTER GARDENS THEATRE, 
MANCHESTER, smashed all records, the house being packed 
at all times of showing and it was shown five times daily for 
six days. READ THIS: 


MANAGING Director: EDWIN T, HEYS TELEPHONE CENTRAL 1395 DIRECTOR OF ENTERTAINMENTS; L. BLATTNER 


The Winter Gardens Picture House 
PETER STREET, MANCHESTER 


Directors 


SAM FITTON (Chairman) Proprietors 
FRANK ASHWORTH THE 
JAS E. BUCKLEY WINTER GARDENS 
EDWIN T. HEYS PiCTURE THEATRE 
J. W. HOBSON LIMITED 
Capitol Productions, Ltd., 
49, Deansgate, 
MANCHESTER. 
Dear Mr. Harris, 
. At the conclusion of the week’s run of “MORALITY” which 
it has been my privilege to show. here for the first time in England, I 
would like to congratulate you on the excellence of the picture and its 
extraordinary drawing power. 
My experience has been “House Full” every evening, and 
my only regret is that the Winter Gardens Picture House was not 
large enough to hold all the people who wished to come in, notwith- 


standing that five performances were given daily. 


You have a valuable property and will undoubtedly make a lot 
of money for everyone concerned. 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Yours faithfully, 


Vis Viz Gdn A Heys. 


Do you want your house filled to capacity at every performance ? 
Then get in communication with 


CAPITOL. PRODUCTIONS LITb., 


S. HARRIS, 


49 Deansgate, Manchester. —4.:saunbers, 


R.O. ROTHWELL 
Telephone: City 3693. Wires: ‘‘Colplay,” Manchester. 


Liverpool Representative: Mr. TORRY HUMPHREYS. 


J, LEVER 
Saul Harris, Esq., Ist July, 1922. 
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j  PUSSY’S NIGHT OUT.” 
‘““ KNIGHTS OF THE ROAD.” 

{ ‘ THEIR SILVER WEDDING.” 
“THE PEACEMAKERS.”’ 


‘FOOTBALL MAD.’’ 

‘“ RHYMES AND RAPTURES.” 
“A DEAD CERT.’ 
“WINNING A FORTUNE.” 

‘* TWO TWO’S.”’ 

‘* WAS HE A MORMON?” 
““OH! UNCLE.”’ 

‘“ COURTING TROUBLE.” 

““ HONEYMOON-ED.”’ 

‘“A MANGLED SUCCESS.” 
“FINDINGS NOT KEEPINGS.’ 
“ROSES AND RENDEZVOUS.’ 
‘THE CHICKEN CHASER.” 
* LOVE AND LOTTERY.” 


SN cS, se a Ee Ee 
) TRADE SHuWS: 


( NEWCASTLE: New Pavilion Theatre, Friday July 14, at 11-15 am. 
A GLASGOW: The Salon, Sauchiehall St., Wed. July 26 at 11 am. 


Na a Cit a al ae el ae Fd te) Q 


WARDOURCOMEDIE 


NO SLAP-STICK COMEDIES THESE, JUST UNADULTERATED HUMOUR DESIGNED TO PLEASE. 
WARDOUR FILMS L'® 173,Wardour Street, LONDON, WL. 
Branches ‘- LEEDS. MANCHESTER, BIRMINGHAM. CARDIFE, LIVERPOOL. NEWCASTLE:ON TYNE 

SOLE AGENTS FOR SCOTLAND —\WAVERLEY FILMS L™® 132, WEST NILE ST. GLASGOW. 
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ALBERT E. SMITH presents 


CORINNE GRIFFITH in‘A VIRGIN'S SACRIFICE” 


A powerful Drama of the Snow Country. In 5 Reels. 


ALL PRINTS ON EASTMAN STOCK. 
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A 
VITAGRAPH 


PICTURE 


io . 
~ 


rewescone ses THE VITAGRAPH CO., LTD., ,. sme 


Telegraphic Address— Renting Dept., 46 Brewer Street, LONDON, W. gow, Newcastle, Birming- 


“Vitgraf, Westrand, ‘ ; ham, Liverpool & Cardifr 
mg a ™London.” OO! 66 and 3167. Telegraphic Address—‘‘ Vithirins, Fights eu on.”? Territories. 


Digitized by OOS e ALL PRINTS ON EASTMAN STOCK =) VOD K DLJBI IC | |RBRARY 


. 62 THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. July 8, 1922. 


PLO). PUNO) Sat O) av UE Os 


a fae a) 


A SUPER PRODUCTION of SUPREME DISTINCTION 
featurin 

JANE NOVAK, MILDRFD JUNE, LEWIS S. STONE, 

WALLACE BEERY, ROBERT GORDON & AN ALL STAR CAST 


TRADE SHOW SHORTLY—WRITE FOR INVITATION 
DISTRIBUTED BY 
Film Booking Offices (1919) Ltd., 


“ 22, SOHO SQUARE, LONDON, W.1. 


ard Branches. 


Google 
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IN SCOTLAND. 


(By our Glasgow Correspondent). 


S 


Three Months’ Rest—Travellers’ Talk— Keep Competition Keen—‘‘ The Bohemian Girl ??— 


Montrose Mumblings 


Braneh of the C.RLA. until September. This) was the 
decision reached by the members at the recently-held 
holds matter cf 


arive. 


és acre will be no further monthly mectings of the Scottish 


unless, of course, Some 


The necessity for calling a special 


and this 
uiseney  sheuld 


taeeting of the branch, however, is nut anticipated. 


meeting, 


Travellers’ Taik 

Among the latest trade voings-and-comings in Toe 
area are the joining of the Argosy staff hy Mr. Wy. Gray, as 
sueeessor to Mr. Colville: while ino tum Mr, Norman Smith 
Cate of the L.LE.T. staff) has changed over to Mr. Gray's old 
position with the Cosmograph people. 


Glasvow 


A Happy Hustler. 

While talking about Mr. Colville—who now leaves the Argosy 
Film Company—I may say that this gentleman has previously 
dene duty for Green's Film Service, which firm he now rejoins. 
My. Colville is well known in every part of Scotland, and is sure 
of a hearty reception everywhere he goes. 


Keep Competition Keen. 

Do kinema managers prefer opposition houses to get big stuff? 
This is a question which [note a writer in a Glasgow newspaper 
has been answering in the affirmative after discussing the point 
with a well-known [ocal exhibitor, The latter expressed the 
opinion—and the very sensible opinion, too—that when all the 
Lis houses are showing the best stuff crowds are attracted into 
the city from the suburbs and the country.‘ Let them all come, 
and the more the merrier,” he said. *t Get the people into 
town, and they will go to the kinemas. Tt does us all good then, 
naturally.’ ‘There's something in that. 


’ 


‘* Bohemian Girl.”’ 


I understand that the much-talked-of film, ¢ The Bohemian 
Girl,’ will be presented at Cranston's Picture House, Renfield 
Street. Glasgow, in the month of October, and there is no doubt 
that big crowds may be expected to renew acquaintance with 
Ellen Terry, Gladys Cooper, Constance Collier, Ivor Novello, and 
Aubrey Smith, to mention but a few cf the notables. I may say 
that ‘¢ The Bohemian Girl? has always been a highly popular 
opera with Glasgow playgoers, and I congratulate Messrs, 
Cranston on their good luck in securing the film. 


Montrose Mumblings. 

I netice that at a recenthy-held meeting of Montrose Town 
Council reference was made to the fact that patronage at the 
Joeal Murmcipal Kinema was falling off considerably, and in this 
connection Councillor Soutar (as the Convener of the Entertain. 
ment Committee) pointed out that it was unfortunate the rate- 
payers did not better support this enterprise, as, naturally, the 
more profit derived from the kinema the better for them, The 
Provost added that if the kinema was not patronised better, and 
a deficit continued for any lengthy period, it was just a question 
whether it would have to be given up. ‘‘ But that is not just 
vet,’ he also commenteil. 


‘* If Winter Comes.”’ 
I am told by many cf the local booksellers that the sales: of 


the great book, ‘If Winter Comes." have been exceptionally 
big as far as Glasgow and the West of: Scotland is concerned, 


Google 


“Jf Winter Comes ’?—Another Glasgow Kinema. 


and this may therefore be taken as an indication of what we 
may expect when the new film bearing 


Ido net remember any recently issued beok which his 


this name is screened 
locally. 
been given a better window and counter display than Mr. 


Hutehinson’s novel. 


A Busy Bailie. - 5 

Taam glad to dear that) Bailie Wright (the popular Vice- 
President of the Scottish Branch of the CLELA.) is making good 
progress after his operation fer appendicitis, Phere ig: no doubt 
that the genial Bailie was very much missed at the last monthly 
meeting of C.B.A.ites, but we are all looking forward to his 
cheery presence at the September meeting, There is no man 
in the Scottish trade Who works harder in the interests of the 


CLEA. 


movement than the Bailie. 


A Vocal Treat. 

Great success continued the enterprise of the New 
Theatre in’ Hope Street, Glasgow, by engaging such a well- 
known singer as Miss Margaret Wray recently. Miss Wray's 
beautiful contralto voiee was: heard to much advantage both at 
the afternoon and evening: shows, and this innovation proved so 
pepular that I have no doubt the New Savoy management. will 
be carrying on this policy at intervals in future. 


Savoy 


Prince Bendon’s Latest. 

T learn that Prince Bendon (who is one of the pioneers in the 
kinematograph trade in this locality) is associated with the new 
concern to be known as the Incorporated British Film Renters, 
Limited. The Bendon Trading Company, by the way, will 
handle the B.F.R. films for Seotland. 


Another Glasgow Kinema. 

I hear that a new and up-to-date kinema will be opened in 
the Tradeston distriet of Glasgow in the early autunm -thanks 
to the enterprise of Mr. James Hamilton and Mr. John F. 
Ballantine, both of whom have had a Jong association with the 
trade. Messrs. Hamilton and Ballantine, as a matter of fact, 
were among the first in the West of Scotland to recognise the 
potent. possibilities of the kinematograph as an entertaimment. 


BIRKENHEAD BURGLARS 
TENCED. 


Kinema and Football Office Cracked. 


T the Birkenhead Quarter Sessions William Frederick 
Dunn (23), Albert Tetley (30), both described as 
Inhonrers, and Thomas MeMaster (30). a beileranrtker, 

were charged with having broken and entered the Birkenhead 
Picturedrome and stolen £54. They were also charged with 
having broken and entered the office of a local football club. 


SEN- 


Dunn and Tetley were each sentenced to three months’ 
imprisonment in the second division, and McMaster to four 
months in the second division. 


By THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. July 8, 1922. 


TUESDAY, JULY 11. 


TRADE SHOW OF 


CAST NOT 
THE STONE 


It hits and it hurts. At any rate it 
should hurt the man who does not run 
straight with women, and warn women 
not to accept all men at their face value. 


MANCHESTER KINEMA EXCHANGE, 11 a.m. 


“FOOTBALL DAFT,” a Screaming 


2-reel Comedy, will also be Shown. 


E. GRATTAN MILLOY, 
28, DEANSGATE ARCADE, 
| MANCHESTER. 


’Phone: 7980 City. : - Wires: “Milloy’’ Manchester. 


Google 
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TO YORKSHIRE _ _ EXHIBITORS. 


Commencing Monday Next July 10, 


E. GRATTAN MILLOY 


will be represented in Yorks. & Lincs. 


by 


A. C. = WAINWRIGHT 


Communications Addressed 
Mr. ‘nbacaniiiitelaly c/0 Leeds Kinema Exchange, iwi td | | 
1 be attended to. 


Watch for Big Announcement 


and particulars of 


TRADE SHOWS 


E. GRATTAN MILLOY, 


28 DEANSGATE ARCADE, 
ge ee 


ee - 
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ROB ROY ” 


HOW 


July 8, 1922. 


WAS FILMED IN 


THE HIGHLANDS. 


A Great Village Fire which provided the countryside 
with a wonderful spectacle. 


ILL KELLINO is moving ahead with the exteriors of 
W “Rob Roy”? in Scotland, end has already reached 
some of the more spectacular scenes. One night last 

week the whole countryside above Aberfoyle was illuminated 
with the great village fire which will 
spectacular thrills of the “picture, 


provide one of the 
The homes of Rob Roy and 
his clansmen, several solidly built, stone-walled and thatched 
roof cottages, occupied a commanding site on the hill just 
above the Bailie Nicol Jarvie Hotel. 


A Great Conflagration. 

By eight o'clock in the evening a huge crowd had gathered 
to watch the operations, the whole of the population of Aberfoyle, 
together with several charabane joads of visitors from Glasgow, 
making up an enthusiastic audience. Six cameras recorded the 
scene, and a large number of women and children were engaged. 
Once the cottages were fired the heat became so intense and 
the flames so fierce that the alarm written on the faces of the 
players was absolutely genuine. The flames rose 80 feet into 
the air, and in a few minutes the countryside was 
enveloped in thick, dense smoke. 


whole 


FILM CENSORSHIP IN HUNGARY. 


exhibitors in connection with the new regulations of film 

censorship set up by the London County Council. These 
will take full effect at the beginning of next year, and then 
children under the age of sixteen years will only be permitted to 
witness the exhibition of films that have been passed by the 
British Board of Film Censors as fit for general exhibition. They 
will not be allowed to see films passed for ‘* adult *? exhibition 
only. 

Such a system, however, as is to be set up in London next 
year is now in ferce in Hungary, and appears to be working 
successfully. Under the regulations in that country, not only 
are children under sixteen forbidden to see films not intended 
for general exhibition, but no person under the age of sixteen 


Co cstlbitone th: still continues among the London film 


years is allowed even to be emploved in any picture theatre. It 
is laid down that films may not pass the censors at all if their 
action or tendency is in opposition to the laws of the State, con- 
trary to its interests or safety, or opposed to public law and 
morals. When a film is rejected by the censors, a succinct 
explanation must be given in writing of the reasons dictating its 
rejection. It is further laid down that films are unfit for exhibi- 
tion to the young when the action or certain passages are likely 
to have an injurious effect on their thoughts and habits, 

The police are ordered to see that these regulations are strictly 
carried out, and, in addition, members of organisations interested 
in the welfare of the young are empowered to attend film exhibi- 
tions to see that everything is carried out according to the law. 
If such persons express a desire to attend any picture theatre 
they must be given a seat and, if necessary, shown the -written 
certificate empowering the exhibition of the film in question, If 
they find that any of the regulations ave being broken, they. are 
ordered to inform the police at ance.—‘* The Times." 
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An Amusing Incident. 

An amusing incident was that of a hen breaking the speed 
Such a blaze it was that within 
minutes nothing but the smoking walls of the cottaves 


limit across the danger zone, 
a few 
were left standing, and as the fire died down Kellino gathered 
all the players together and had the rol! called, and then, having 
discovered that everybody was safe, he turned and thanked the 
players, touching local enthusiasm with the observation that 
the scene could not have been better done in the South, and the 
luundreds of people who lined the braes signalised their approval 
with a wonderful round of applause. Col. Bromhead, managing 
director of the Gaumont Co., Ltd., who was present at the 
taking of the 
leaving Glasgow, aml, we understand, was very pleased with the 


scene saw positive prints on the screen before 


result. 
everything was an old lady in the crowd who, after the 


The only person present who was not quite satisfied with 
taking 
of the scene, was going about in quite a conc rned fashion asking 
in a loud voice, SIs the hen deid? ”’ 

All Scotland is now talking ** Rob Roy,"* and the 
trip now from Glasgow or Stirling is to go out and see the 
“movie "’ The big fight scenes, which prov-de 
the climax of the picture, will be staged this week. 


fashionable 


people at work. 
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The greatest 
heart interest 
drama the world 
has ever known 


Ten . Nig 
Bar Room 


starring 


John Lowell and 
a Ivy Ward 


— 
= 
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et 
EARL FILM ITD. 806-88, WARDOUR ST. W.1. 


Foreign Rignts controled by the Arrow Fim Corpcrat.on. 


Fill 
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IN WALES. 


‘(By our Cardiff Correspondent.) 


Tonypandy Change—Swansea Clean Sheet—Wages in Kinemas—Presentation to Mrs. Sheasby, 


HE calm which has come over the South Wales territory 
during the past couple of weeks speaks conclusively for 
the condition of things in the territery. From: the point 

of view of happening it has been as dull as any period we have 
ever known, Cardiff has been practically deserted, and trad 
shows have suffered severely. 


Tonypandy Change. 

After having successfully managed the Royal Kinema, Tony- 
pandy, R. McCullock is leaving there fo take up oa similar 
position at the King’s Hall, Pentre, The latter hall has under. 
vone extensive alterations and redecoration, and is expected. to 
respen on August bank holiday. Both to hin and to Mr. Brewer, 
who has acted as his assistant at Tonypandy for about six veurs, 
and who is also leaving the district, the trade extends best wishes 
tor the future. 


Swansea Clean Sheet. 

The monthly report presented by the Chief Constable at last 
week's meeting of the Swansea Watch Committee showed that 
there were no complaints against any cf the kinemas in. the 
town, this being the sixth successive ionth when a‘ clean 
Councillor Jolin Lewis asked the 


. 


sheet has been presented, 
Chiet Constable what the position was with regard to accomoda- 
tion in the kinemas. Was there any overcrowding now? The 
official replied that he had not noticed any. 


7 - 
Wages in Kinemas. 

Swansea Managers’ Association met last week to consider the 
proposed reduction in wages and salaries being paid to staffs in 


local _kinemas, including operators and musicians, and to receive 
communications frcm the Trade Unions concerned. As the 
negotiations had not been completed there was nothing definite 
to place before the meeting. and these are now being continued 
with a view to ariving atan amicable settlement for presenta- 
tion to a anceting to be called this week. 


Manageress’s Presentation. 


So much had the late manageress of the Theatre Roval, 
Swansea, Mrs. N. Sheasby, endeared herself to regular patrons 
of that hall during her six vears’ stay there, that she was not 
allowed to depart without the occasion being marked, and accord. 
ingly she received from the Swansea Aved Mothers’ Society and 
others tributes of esteem in which she was held by a large group 
of friends. If is understood that the Mayor of Swansea offered 
to make the presentations, but Mrs. Shesshy intimated that 
she would) prefer that this should be done privately, 


A Resignation. 


Stanley Richmond resigned 
National, whose‘ pietures a future 
territory by EL Isaacs. 


First 
in this 


with 
handled 


lis 
will be 


has position 


Ideal Attraction. , 


A. M. Bass, of Ideal, is pushing forward arrangements for 
the trade show of ‘© The Four Seasons,” which will be held in 
Cardiff on July 25. Mr. Bass tells me it is probable the Lord 
Mayor of Cardiff and other prominent figures will be present, 


GAUMONT’S CONFERENCE 
ENTERPRISE. 


Trade Show and Speeches at the Liverpool 
C.E.A. Meeting. 


AUMONT’S ‘little ‘scoop’? in exhibiting their new 
British super, “A Prince of Lovers: The Romance of 
Lord Byron,” before alarge and representative gathering 
of delegates to the CLELAL Conference at the Midland Adelphi 
Hotel, Liverpool, turned out a wonderful success. The show was 
civen in the old French Restaurant, and, in spite of the fact 
that the Gaumont men were not allowed to commence wiring 
and putting in the machines until the morning of the show, 
the projection was quite geod, Congratulations were tendered 
to Col. Bromhead, Mr. Reginald Bromhead, Capt. Calvert, and 
the Gaumont Company on the success of the picture, The 
exhibition was preceded by a luncheon given by the Gaumont 
Company, Ltd., to the Council of the C.R.A., a very good lunch 
with quite good and short speeches over the coffer, 


Col. Bromhead on Delivering ‘‘ The Goods.’’ 

Col, Bromhead, in proposing a toast to British Screencraft, 
explained that by British screencraft he implied not only the 
Gaunt British productions, but 
British screeneraft) ino veneral. As the 
future success of British production was a thing to which he had 
devoted both his heart and mind. Tis ureatest desire was to 
see British production take its place on the screens in’ Britain 
“A Prince of hovers’ was being offered for their judgment on 
its merits. He believed that the only possible polley to follow 
for the progress of British production was to deliver the goods 
first and book on merit afterwards. The system of hooking first 


Google 


Company's own brand of 


most of them knew, 


and delivering the goods afterwards was pernicicus to progress 
in production, The poliey he advocated iad always been, and 
would continue to be, the policy of the Ganmont Company, Ltd. 
Capt. Calvert, producer of “A> Prince of Lovers,"” who replied 
to the Colonel's toast, made a few references to the difficulty 
of producing films in which historical data was so important as 
in this one. In his subsequent remarks he sugeested that we 
could make still more progress in this country if the actual 
producers and exhibitors could meet togetuer mere often, 


Praise from the President. . 

Alderman Trounson, who replied to the toast of the CELA. 
(proposed by Mr. Reginald Bromhead), remarked that the exhibi- 
tion of “A Prince of Lovers at the Conference was the: first 
formal recognition of a British producer’. effort. If he had to 
mention the name of a man who had worked valiantly in the 
cause of British production, the name of Col. Brombhead would 
be the first) that) would him. The Alderman then 
referred to the trying conditions of trade at the present moment, 
and went on to make a plea for co-operation. It was easy, he 
said, to talk elibly of co-operation, but what was wanted was 
the spirit. of co-operation in practice, and the Bromheads showed 
their co-operation in a practical way. With the help of Col, 
Bromhead and men of his description he had no doubt whatever 
but that we should very speedily overhaul America. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE WEST. 


(By our Bristol Correspondent.) 


Hopes for Better Business—But the Duchy in the Doldrums—Plymouth Exhibitor’s Scoop—Ideal’s 
; “Four Seasons ’’—Renting Items. 


ENTERS as well as exhibitors are complaining about the 

R state of business in the West Country, and undoubtedly 

some of the smaller firms are very hard hit by the slump, 

but, taken on the whole, kinema men seem a very optimistic 

crowd, and though they may grumble at the present bad times, 

they Icok ahead cheerfully, hoping for better days when winter 
comes. 


Position Acute in Cornwall. 

The position of the industry in Cornwall is becoming acute: 
during the last couple of months several halls in the Duchy have 
had to close down, Besides the slump, which is general through. 
out the country, Cornish exhibitors have an additional burden 
in the stagnation of the mining industry. In sone districts the 
miners have no money to spend upon food even, and their 
families exist only by tha relicf funds which have heen etarted 
on their bchalf in more fortunate parts of the country, so that 
amusements which cost money are out of the question, The 
worst part of the mafter is that the outlook offers Httle hope for 
the future, for the position of the Cornish mining industry is 
about as bad as it ean be. 


Plymouth Exhibitor’s Scoop. 

Jack Binmore has made things hum a bit during the few weeks 
he has heen in conteol of Andrew's Picture House, the P.C.T, 
hall in Plymouth, and he pulled off a capital scoop in connection 
with the home-coming of the Prince. Tlis topical of that event 
was one of the best and most comprehensive records secured, 
but it is the way in which he exploited the picture that his 
ability as a showman was preved. While the film was being 
printed he screened a‘ stop-press edition,’’ and in the evening, 
when the complete film was shown, he had Lord and Lady Astor 
as guests. He also gave a special show for the Mayor and 
Corporation, and then induced his company to present the film 
to the town. 


Not the First Either. 


So ‘J.B.’ has added another stunt to his record, Some 
readers will no doubs remember his clever dodges when 


he was af the Alexandra, Stoke Newington, Amongst his scoops 
there was a visit and address by Bryant Washburn, when that 
star was in London, and in other cases he managed to get the 
lay Press of the Metropolis talking dbout the theatre. In fact, 
he managed to keep the Alexandra well in the public eve during 
the whole period of his management. 


Ideal's ‘‘ Four Seasons.’’ 

At the local branch of Tdeal Films special arrangements are 
heing made for the show of The Four Seasons,” which is to 
be held at the Clare Street Picture House on July 28. Tnvita- 
tions have been sent to the Lord Mayor, Councillors, members 
of the Educational Committee, the heads of the various schools 
and colleges, and many leading citizens, and it is hoped that 
a large company will be present, 


“* Man— Woman—Marriage."’ 
Associated First National holds a show of this big subject on 
Sunday, July 16, at the Castle Street Kinema. 


Butcher’s Next Film. 

T, Satchwell hopes to show Butcher's next offering, ‘ The 
Lilac Sunbonnet,” featuring Joan Morgan, to Bristol exhibitors 
during the present month. The show will probably be held at 
the Queen's. 


pees 
A New Series. 

Fieet Photoplays, T.td., of Torquay, the well-known West 
Country renting firm, of which Bruce Hacking is the head, has 
secured the territorial rights of the new series, ‘* The Tlighways 
and Byways of the Tlomeland,”’ twelve one-reel glimpses. of 
British beauty spots, which is being put out by a new Torquay 
producing company, Universal Scenics, 


FILM PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION 
AND KINEMA SCHOOLS. 


HE British Association of Film Directors held its monthly 
meeting at the Kinema Club on Friday of last week, 
when the questions of commissions paid by artistes en 

engagements, and the position of kinema schools were discussed, 
Mr. Perey Nash was in the chair. 

After discussion during which most 
certain undesirable practices which have grown up in the film 
industry, the Association unanimously passed — resolutions 
pledging its members not to accept any commission from 
artistes for engagements, split commission with agents, or 
accept fees from persons who may desire to play for the films, 
and to do its ufmost to stamp out the evils wherever they exist. 
Tt was unanimously agreed that such practices, which are said 
to exist. place the British film) industry at a disadvantage 
through unsuitable and) incampetent penple being selected to 
play. Other evils which operate against gond production are to 
he dealt. with in due course, 


members condemned 


The Association and Kinema Schools. 
The members of the Association also unanimously pledged 
themselves not fo aecept persons for engagements solely on 


Google 


recommendations from kinema schools. Tt is hoped that this 
decision will act as a warning to the thousands who still believe 
that the way to the sereen is only possible through a kinema 


school, 


The Association’s Aim. 

Mr. George Ridgwell, on behalf of the Kinema Club, 
announced that the club would set aside a room for the use of 
the members of the and was thanked for the 
privilege, 

The Association desires it to be known that its sole object is 
to assist in every way possible in the betterment of British 
productions, and the conditions under which they are made. It 
ix in no sense a fighting organisation, and has no ‘Trade Union 
proclivities, being only desirous of doing everything possible to 
put British films in the front rank. Several new members were 
elected at the mecting. 


Association, 
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THE VALUE OF NOVELTY IN 
THE PROGRAM. 


British Producing Company’s Enterprise Meeting 
with Great Success. 


A 


cing 
sufficiently 
to sce 

change in 


months 


FEW 
avo one of our 
youngest produ- 
companies — Was 

far-sighted 
the coming 


* film 


grams, and accordingly 


pro- 
set out to make short 
one-reel features. H. 
B. Parkinson, the con- 
trolling genius of 
Master Films, the firm 
in question, with his 
long experience in the 


show business, foresaw 
that a series of one- 
recl plays, ‘featuring a 
prominent stage star, 
would infuse that very 
necessary novelty so 
Mr. Harry Parkinson, sadly needed in the 


averave program to-day. 

Three Successful Series. 
Exhibitors will remember that Mr. Parkinson very successfully 
Tense Moments with 
Great Authors,’’ ‘* Tense Moments from Opera,’’ and ‘‘ Tense 


produced such empbatic successes as 


A Crowded House 
depends upon 


well, for the first time it may not depend on 
much, but if you seek a continued recurrence of this 
you must furnish well, comfortably, elegantly 
reliably and in your own interests, economically. 


Furnish for crowded houses 
at “The Firm of Experts.” 


Lancashire Showrooms: 


MR. E. SHARP, 


Orme's Buildings, 
Parsonage, 


MANCHESTER. 


Head Office & Showroo-ns: 


W.W. Turner & Co., Ltd., 
5, Warwick» Works, 
King’s Heath, BIRMINGHAM. 
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Moments from Famous Plays,’ all of which have, by the very 
novelty of their 
wherever they A series of the latter was 
shown this week by the Gaumont Co., and a review of them will 
be found on another page. 


production, evoked favourable comment 


have been shown, 


So successful have these productious 
been (in which it will be remembered Sybil Thorndike has given 
a very striking performance) that they have been imuediately 
booked for many of the best picture houses in the country, an 
that the Provincial Cinematograph Theatres have 
included them in their halls. 


we notice 


Twelve ‘‘ Dagonet ’’ Poems. 


There is no doubt that a good and striking one-recler, taking 
ascene froma famous play or illustrating a famous opera, dces 
appeal to the great kincma-going public, and we are, there‘ore, 
all the more interested to read that this go-ahead concern have 
now completed a new series entitled ** Twelve Famous Foon,’ 
by George Ry Sims. Phe very fact that these are by ‘* Dago- 
net is sufficient to essure their drawing capacity, and as, we 
understand they are to be sold on a territorial right basis, this 
news should be of intense interest to every territorial agent in 
the country, Master Filius are to be heartily congratulated on 
their enterprise. 


TITLING AND FILM EDITING. 

It is often complained that sub-titles lack literary merit, 
that the slang is unintelligible, plots are stereotyped and mielo- 
thamatie, and foreign films contain errors which subject them 
to severe criticism. ‘To obviate such faults an organisation has 
just been established by Messrs. H. J. Pullein-Thompson and 
W. P. Lipscomb, who are prepared to undertake the work of 
editing and titling films. Mr. Pullein-Thompson wag for some 
time with the Fox Company in charge of their big production 
department, and Mr. Lipscomb is a writer of experience, and 
a ** Punch *’ contributor, 


IN THE CITY OF WAKEFIELD. 


TO CINEMA PROPRIETORS 


SAVILLE & KILBURN 
will offer for sale by Auction at the Strafford 
Arms Hotel, Wakefield, on Friday, 14th July, 
1922, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, subject to 
the Conditions of Sale to be then and there 
produced :— 


THE VALUABLE LEASE OF 


Messrs. 


CINEMA THEATRE 


situate in Westgate, Wakefield, having an 
UNEXPIRED TERM OF 9} YEARS 


The Theatre has accommodation for 950 
fitted up. 


WHOLE OF THE FITTINGS, 

which are included in the Sale, are in 
excellent condition. The Yearly Ground 
Rent payable under the Lease is £327 to 
December 25th, 1924, increasing to £352 
for remainder of the term. All Rates are 
included in the Rent. The premises have 
a most imposing facade and occupy the 

finest position in the City 


and is exceptionally well 


IMMEDIATE POSSESSION. 


For further Particulars and to see the Conditions of Sale, apply to 
the Auctioneers, Westgate, Wakefleld, or to the Vendors’ Solicitors :— 


JAMES CHAPMAN & CO., 25, John Dalton St., Manchester. . 
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One Here May Suit. 
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A. E. WHEELER will shortly be open 

to accept Responsible Position, executive 

or otherwise. Well-known in the Renting 

Business in Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Mid- 
lands areas. 


Fifteen years’ Commercial Experience in London. 


ee 


WHEELER, c/o “FILM RENTER,” 
2 John Dalton Street, MANCHESTER. 
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Is The Sweetest Joy 


That is why all phases of the public will 
be attracted by a film with a title like 


STOLEN MOMENTS 


(8 marks - Impartial Review) 


featuring 
MARGUERITE NAMARA. 


BOOK IT NOW! IT IS SIX REELS 
OF DRAMATIC DELIGHT, THRILLS & LOVELY SCENES. 


AND FOR NEXT XMAS we have 


ONCE UPON A TIME (°coose*bs" 


An ideal 4-reel film for the season. 


CLARION FILM AGENCY, Ltd., 


’Phone—5688 City. ’Grams—'' PROCLAIM, Manchester.” 


KINEMA HOUSE, 12 CANNON STREET, 
MANCHESTER. 


a LIVERPOOL :—Mr. REG. GRANT, 2 Seymour St., Higher REGACIAEDy: Birkenhead. HE 
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GOOD ADVERTISING 
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: . 
“ 


GOOD PRINTING IS} 
: 


ORMAN - WRIGHT, LTD., 
have had long experience in 
Printing for the Film Trade, and are 
Specialists in Fine Work which com- 
bines artistic effect with speedy 
delivery, good quality and low cost. 


«8 S86 ws 


They are prepared to submit  esti- 
‘mates, designs and general ideas for 
all kinds of Synopses and Posters. 
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NORMAN-WRIGHT, LTD., 


53a Shaftesbury Avenue « LONDON, W.C.1. ¢ 
2 John Dalton Street ss MANCHESTER. 
* 


Works - -— - - se - - LEICESTER. 
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PUBLICITY. 


PUBLICITY AGENT FOR LONDON AREA.—A. 0. GAR. 
DENER (late manager of Brock’s Crystal Palace fireworks), 
Lewis Road, Sutton, Surrey. 


“DYNAMO AND MOTOR ATTENDANTS,” by Broadbent, is 


a book of direct value to every operator-electrician Price - 


4s. 10d. from Rentell, 56, Maiden Lane, London. 
a 


PROJECTORS, ACCESSORIES, Etc. 


8,000 TIP-UPS, with standards, 5s. 6d. complete.—Hellen-. 
brand, maker, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend-on-Sea. 


VHEATRICAL TIP-UP CHAIR MAKER.—Trade supplied.— 
Hellenbrand, 66, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend. 


as a — 


WILLIAMSON'S CAMERA For Sale, all complete with Lens, 


Case, Tripced, ete.; recently overuguled; £40 or near offez. - 


—Box B28. 


POSTERS, SLIDES, PUBLICITY, FILMS. 


POSTERS AND LANTERN SLIDES.—For advertising all 
classes of business send to the Greatest Poster Writers and 
Lantern Slide Makers in the North of England. Yorkshire 
Agents for Rose Dew Spraying Essence. Poster and Slide 
ae —Imperis! Animated Picture Co., Hustlergate, 
_ Bradford. 
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THE FILM RENTER 


Moving Picture News. 


Managing, Editor : 
FORTHCOMING TRADE SHOWS. 


Low Warren. 


LONDON. 


10 and 3. 


MONDAY, JULY 17. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 
TUESDAY, JULY 18. 


Doctor Jim, 


Stoll, West End, 11. The Sins of the Parents. 
Anchor, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-30. Daughter of the Orient, 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30.) Doctor Jifn. 


Famous-Lashy, New Gallery, 11. 

Walturdaw, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19. 

Fox, Alhambra, Hl. A Stage Romance. 

F.B.0.. Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. Parisian Scandal, 
THURSDAY, JULY 20. 

F.B.0., Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-15. Romance of the 

Jury, Own Theatre, 10 and 3. Selected Feature. 

Welsh-Pearson, New Gallery, 11-15. Ao Sailor Tramp. 
FRIDAY, JULY 21. 

F.B.0., Own Theatre, 

W. and F., 


The Urimeon Challenge. 
Quality Plays. 


Rosary. 


. 16 and 1-30.) Parisian Seancdal. 
New Gallery, 11. ‘The Cricket on the Heer. 


MANCHESTER. 
TUESDAY, JULY 18. 


Gaumont, Gaiety, 11.0 The Magie Cup. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. The Mage Cup. 
Stoll, Kinema Exchange, The Problem Eternal. 
Famous-Lasky, Kinema Exehange, 1. The Crimson 
Milloy, Kinetna Exchange, 12. Wl'spering Women. 
Lester, Winter Gardens, 1. Robinson Cruroe. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19. 
Butcher, Gaiety, 1. The Litae 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 120 and 2. 
Mascers, 
Weisker Bros,, Kinema Exchange, 12. 
THURSDAY, JULY 20. 
Gaumont, Gaiety, 11. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 
Fox, Futurist, Wi. The 
FRIDAY, JULY 21. 
Stoll, Gaiety, 1. The Sins of the Parents. 
Mulloy, Kinemna Exchange, 12. Arizona Cat Claw. 


LIVERPOOL. 


Challenge. 


Sunbonnet. 
Playing With Fire—The Shark. 


At the Stage Door—Love's Outea.t. 


A Private Seandal. 
2-30, A Private Scandal. 
Fast Mail. 


MONDAY, JULY 17. 
Stoll, Palais de Luxe, 11-15. 

TUESDAY, JULY 18. 

Giaumont, Futurist, 11. Purisetty. 

Gaumont. Own Theatre, 2-40. Parisctte. 
Fox, Trocadero, 11. Shackles of Gold. 

Weisker) Bros., Kinema Exchange, 11. 
Outcast. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19. 
Gaumont, Scala, tl. Private 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-40. 
Wel-h-Pearson, Prince of Wales, 11. Wee Macgreeger’. 
Milloy, Kinema Exchange, 11. Whispering Women. 
Lester, Futurist, 1. Robinson Crusoe. 


The kiss. 
FRIDAY, JULY 21. 
Butcher, Palais de Luxe, 11. The Lilae Sunbornet. 
Famous-Lasky, Seala, 1. The Crimson Challenge. 


BIRMINGHAM. 
SUNDAY, JULY 16. 


Buteher, Seala, 7. The Lilac Suntonnet. 
Wel:h-Pearson, Futurist, 3. Wee MacUreegor’s Swectheart. 
MONDAY, JULY 17. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, Wo and 3. The 
TUESDAY, JULY 18. 
Fox, Seala, 10-45. Silver Wings. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 1 and 3.) The Adopted Son, 
Stoll, Futurist, 11. Whispering Shedows, 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19. 
Gaumont, Seala, 11. Seas of Chance. 
Vitagraph, King’s Hall, UW. The Girl in His Roem, 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 1 and 3. The Adopted Son. 
Artistic, Futurist. Head of the Family, ete. 
THURSDAY, JULY 20. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, The 
FRIDAY, JULY 21. 
Gaumont, Futurist. 1. 


Whispering Shadows. 


At the Stage Door--Love's 


Scandal. 
Private Scandal. 
Swectheart. 


‘THURSDAY, JULY 20. 


F.B.0..) Palais de Luxe, 11. 


Adopted Son. 


Tl and 3. Adopted) Son, 
Tence Moments from Opera. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 1 and 3.0 The Adopted “on. 
Ideal. New St. Picture House, 11-30. The Four Sea. ons. 
Famous-Lasky, Scala, 11. The Crimson Challenge. 
SUNDAY, JULY 23. 
Pearl, Scala, 7. Ten Nights in a Bar Room, ete. 
F.B.0., King’s Hall, 7. Doctor Jim—Parisian Scandal. 


BRISTOL. 


A Sporting Doutle. 


“WEONESDAY, JULY 19. 


Granger, Queen's, 11-15. 
SUNDAY, JULY 23. 


Butcher, Queen’s P.HL, 3-15. The Lilac Suntonnet. 


NOTTINGHAM. 


11-30. The Four Season. 
Beauty's Worth. 


TUESDAY, JULY 18. 
fdeal, Picture House, 
Famous-Lasky, Lounge, 11. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19. 
Assoc. First National, Long Row Picture House, 11.’ 

Marriage. 
Pearl, Scala, 11. 


Man—Worran— 


Ten Nights in a Bar Room--A Torchy Comedy. 


Google 


THURSDAY, JULY 20. 
Pearl, Seala, HW. Tree Torchy Comedies 
FRIDAY, JULY 21. 
Vitagraph, Lounge, UW. The Girl 
Butcher, Long Row Picture House, 1. The 
SUNDAY, JULY 23. 
Gaumont, Seala, 6-50, 


in His Room. 
Lilac Sunbonnet. 


Seas of Chance—Tense Moments From Opera. 
SHEFFIELD. 


MONDAY, JULY 17. 
Picture P., 11. 


New Century, Unton St. 
TUESDAY, JULY 18. 


Pearl, Cmema House, UW. Ten Nights in a Bar) Room—A  Torchy 
Comedy. 
Buteher, Union St. P.P.. 11. The Lilae Sunbonnet. 


Tato, 
The 


Playing with Fire—The Shark Mapter. 
Truth ahout) Husbands. 


F.B.O., Electra Palace, 
Moss Einpires, Tivoli, 11. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19. 
B.E.F.. Union St. PPL. 11. Sybil Thorndike Productions. 
New Century, Own Theatre, Uf. The Idle Rich— Made in the Kitchen. 
Stoll, Cinema House, 11, Whispering Shadows. 
Fenous-Lasky, Electra) Palace, 10-45. The Crimson 
THURSDAY, JULY 20. 
Gaumont, Union St. P.P. 1 
Stoll, Cinema House, Ib. T 


Challenge. 


1. Tense Moments from Opera. 
ke Sins of the Parents. 


FRIDAY, JULY 21. 
Feats 


Electra Palace, il. ‘Three Torehy Comedies. 

. Kirst National, Cinema House, 11. Man—Woman—Marriage. 
» Own Theatre, 3. Desperate Trails. 

Gamnont, Union St. PHL, 1 Seas of Chance. 


“LEEDS. 


11-30. 


MONDAY, JULY 17. 
Vitagraph, Kinema Exchange, 

TUESDAY, JULY 18. 
Assoc. First) National, 
Giaumont, Kinema Exchange 
Gaumont, Kinema Exchange, 2-15. Tense Moments from Opera. 
Pearl, Kinema Exchange, 3-15. Three Torehy Comedies. 
Katnous-Lasky, Majestic, 1. The Crimson Challenge. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19. 


A Virgin's Sacrifice. 


Majestic. 11. Man—Woman— Marriage. 


» 4 8 of Chane 


Stoll, Kinema Exchange, 11-10. The Sins of the Parents. 
F.B.O.,) Kinema Evxelange, f&. Desperate Trails. 
Welsh-Pearson, Kinema Exc e. 1. Wee Macgreegor’s Sweetheart. 


Milloy, Kinema Exchange, 3-1 Cast not the Stone. 
THURSDAY, JULY 20. 
fox, Kinema Evxehange, 11-4 
VB... Kinenia Exchange, 2- 
FRIDAY, JULY 21. 
Kine ina Exchange, 2-15. Ten Nights in a Bar Rooin, eve. 
Stoll,” Majestic, U1. The Problem Eternal. 
-B.O., Kinema Exchange, 3-14. The Shark Master. 


NEWCASTLE. 
TUESDAY, JULY 18. 


Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11-15 and 2.) Private Scandal. 

Fox, Queen's Hall, 11. Nero. 

Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 1 .and 3. Colonel's Orderly. 
European, Grainger, 1. The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. 


3 tats of Gold. 
15. Playing With Fire. 


Woe-and B.. New Pavilion, 11-15. Grandina’s Boy 
THURSDAY, JULY 20. 
Granger, Stoll, 11-15. A Sporting Double. : 


FRIDAY, JULY 21. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 
Vitagraph, Own Theatre. 11-15. A Virgin's Sacrifice. 
Famous-Lasky, Grainger, J. Beauty's Worth. 


CARDIFF. 
MONDAY, JULY 17. 


Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 1. -Retuyn of Mary. 
TUESDAY, JULY 18. 
Granger, Kinema Exchange, 3. A Sporting Double. 
Gamnent, Capitol, 1-30. A) Prince of Lovers. 
Walturdaw. Own Theatre, U1. Return of Marv. 
Vitagraph, Kinema Exchange, 12-15) Restless Souls—A Pair of Kings, 
Stoll, Queen St. Rinema, 11-30. ‘The Sins of- the Parents. 
Jury, Kinema Exchange, U1. The Duke of Climney Butte. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19. — + 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Return of Mary. | 
THURSDAY, JULY 20. - 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Return of Mary. 
FRIDAY, JULY 21. ; iG 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Return of Mary. 
Asso, First National, Kinema Evxelounge, 12-15. Kindred of ie Dust. 
Stoll, Kinema Exchange, 3.0 Whispering Shadows. 
> Famous-Lasky, Own Theatre, 11. Beauty's Worth. 
SATURDAY, JULY 22. 
F.B.0., Kinema Club, 11. The Kiss. 
Waiturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Returh of Mary. 


GLASGOW. 


11-15 and 2.. Parisette. 


MONDAY, JULY 17. « - 
Cosmograph, Cran:ton’s, 11. Tinpulse. 
Fos, Grand Central, 1-15. 0 Nero. 


TUESDAY, JULY 18. 
Vitagraph, Cinema House, 11. 
L.LF.T, Jury's Theatre, 2-30. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19. 
Femous-Lasky, Cinema House, 1. Beauty's Worth. 
Jury, Own Theatre, 2-30. The Foolish Age. 

PRIDAY, JULY 21. 
European, Salon, 1. 
Pathe, Cran:ton’s, 11. 


Virgin's Sacrifice. 
A Woman's Confession. 


The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. 
The Way of a Man. 
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MUST SEE A TRADE SHOW 


———— — 


By S.R.Crockett 
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Forthcoming Trade Shows of 
“THE LILAC SUNBONNET.” 


LEEDS: 
Friday July 14, 2-15 p.m.,Cinema Exchange 


BIRMINGHAM : 
Sunday July 16, 7-0 p.m., Scala Theatre 


SHEFFIELD: 
Tues. July 18, 11-0 a.m., Union S¢. Pic. Pal. 


MANCHESTER: 
Wed. July 19, 11-0 a.m., Gaiety Pic. Theatre 


NOTTINGHAM : 
Fri. July 21, 11-0 a.m., Pic. H., Long Row. 
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= LIVERPOOL: 

= Fri. July 21, 11-0 a.m., Palais-de-Luxe 

= BRISTOL: 

= Sun. July 23, 3-15 p.m., Queen's Pic. House 

= CARDIFF: 

= Tues, Jnly 25, 12-15 p.m., Cine Exchange 

= Thurs. July 27, 11-15 a.m., Stoll’s Tyne Th. 
MMMM 


World's Rights for Progress British Photoplays and 

other important British Productions are exclusively 

pwned and controlled by Butcher's Film Service, Ltd. 
to whomall enquiries should be addressed, 


em Dil tere Sunbonnet ‘ 
7 


A real Scottish story set amid the splen- 
dour of the Highlands, produced by 


SIDNEY MORGAN 


featuring— 


Pauline Peters, Warwick Ward, 


etc. 


No. 6 BRITISH NATIONAL PROGRAM 
RELEASED FEB. 1923. 


BUTCHER’S FILM SERVICE, Ltd 


Camera House, Farringdon Avenue, Landon E.C.4. 


Phone: Holborn, 5995 (5 lines), Wires : Butchilms, Fleet, London. 
Cables : ‘‘ Butchilms, London.’’ A.B.C., 5th Edition. 


JOAN MORGAN 


LEEDS: 66 New Briggate. 
Phone: Leeds 26339. Wires: Butchilms, Leeds. 
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MANCHESTER: 40 Deansgate. 
Phone : City 1270. Wires : Butchilms, Manchester. 
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TT 
LONDON Phone: Regent, 1468-9. ‘Telegraphic Ad Iress: “*Wrightads, Piccy, London,"’ 


The Film Renter and 


Moving Picture News 
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MANCHESTER Phone: Central, 5987. 
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SIXPENCE. 


A CONTRACT THAT IS “A PERFECT 
DEVIL.” 


ia order te remove any possible cause for misunder-~ 
standing we may say ut once that the opprobrious 
term set out above as applied to the Standard Con- 
The author of it is officially 
connected with the exhibiting side of the business, and 


tract is not of our coining. 


probably in view of his position had as much to do‘ with 
the making of this ‘ Perfect Devil’ as anyone in the 
trade. That by the way, however. 

The fact remains that this gentleman is by no means 
alcne in his opinion that the present form of Standard 
Contrast, which was only adopted after much discussion 
and negctiaticn between the renting and exhibiting sides 
of the trade, isa‘ perfect devil.’’ In other words, it has 
failed when put to the test of practical utility, as we 
prophesied would be the case at the time of its adoption. 
In operation it has proved a source of continual irri- 
tution, and has provided loopholes for squabbles  in- 
numerable. A form of Contract which admits of this 
unsatisfactory condition of things can hardly be regarded 
ax ideal, and it certainly does not reach that stage of 


” 


perfection which the word ‘* Standard ’’ implies. 

The two parties to its adoption are evidently of the 
same cpinicn as ourselves now that they have given the 
new form a fair trial, and in the light of experience have 
decided that this ‘‘ Perfect Devil ’’ may conceivably be 
rendered more angelic in character and more satisfactory 
iu working if subjected to the process of revision. A 
jcint committee of the two trade associations is there- 
fore busving itself to that end, and we trust that their 
efforts in this direction will meet with a larger measure 
of success than was the case on the previous occasion. 

But it is an assured fact that neither side will benefit 
hy negotiation and discussion unless the task he ap- 
proached in a spirit of fairness and give and take, which 
we regret once more to have to say it, was not the case 
when the Standard Contract was, in the first instance, 
The exhibitors were, as usual, 
Their negotiators were 


so painfully evolved. 
chiefly at fault in this respect. 


Google 


tco anxious to ‘‘ scoop the pool.’’ Their demands seemed 
all along to savour too much of a spirit of selfishness which 
was calculated in the long run to defeat the object both 
The renters, apparently, took their cue 
from the other side, and as a consequence, stiffened in 


had in view. 


their demands, and even prolonged negotiation failed 
to overcome certain of the difficulties which resulted from 
The Standard Contract—or the ‘* Perfect 
Devil,’ as it is now termed by the secretary of the 
C.E.A.—was the outcome. 

In the negotiations now proceeding we do hope that 


this position. 


“tolerance and fair play will prevail, and that both sides 


will be prepared, for the sake of harmony, to discuss 
matters in that spirit of give and take which is essential 
Both sides 
should desire a form of contract that is equitable and 


if any lasting good to the trade is to result. 


fair, and neither should seck to obtain even an obscure 
advantage over the other, Anything likely to cause 
future discord or squabbling must be avoided, and certain 
admitted defects in the present form must be amended. 
Such a point, for instance, as the safeguarding of first- 
run bookings by preventing prior advertising of a picture 
hy those who have booked it for a subsequent run must 
be remedied. The exhibitor must drop the unjustifiabie 
demand that all runs must be strictly confined to three 
days, and the renter, on his side, must be prepared to 
make his contracts in triplicate in order that the «x- 
hibitor may retain a true copy of the document he has 
signed, pending the receipt of his confirmation, This 
is only a business precaution. There are, in addition, 
other pdtints which need amending in the new form 


of contract, and to them we have referred but 
recently. Each must be considered on its merits, and 
where necessary concession must be made by both 


parties to the agreement. If this is done we shall hear 
no more about contracts that prove to be “‘ Perfect 
Devils ’’ in disguise. The latest edition of the Standard 


Contract now under discussion must be a model contract 


‘in effect as well as in name. 
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sen 4 on Trade : Topics. 
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EPORTS from all over the ecuntry during the past 
R few days indicate that the break in the weather 
chas iad a qmarkedly beneticial effect cn box-office 
receipts, and conversation with prominent renters con- 


firms this more satisfactory state of things, Phe minty 


ing director of one well-known concern in Wardour Street 
told me in conversation this week that receipts for ex- 
hibitors have been better during the dart ten days, and 
contracts more numerous than has been the case for 
auite a long time past. 


A Wayfaring Film Factory. 
UR old friend, E. G. 
Tong, who was_ res- 
ponsible for many of 
the earlier Otfcial war pic- 
tures shewn in this country, 
has, T see, been busy design- 
ing what is described as a 
portable film factory. He has 
ealled a side-car | ¢cmbina- 
tion to his aid and so fitted 
it that is is possible to 
develop his negative and print 
his film without having to 
return, to a laberatory for 
the purpese. His portable 
plant consists of a developing 
tank which fits easily on the 
erid, while the printer travels 
in a box on the side-car with 
the drving drum, which stows 
away into small space. Mr. 
Tong uses bicycle wheels as 
part of this and these are 

fitted snug to the carrier. 


for admission 


An All-in Attachment. votesto 75. 


HE advantage of this is 
| apparent to those who 
have had to travel any distances to take pigtures 
of topical interest fer auiek exhibition, | Instead 
of along train journey, with its unavoidable delays, and 
the transportation to the laboratory and back, all cne Tras 
to do is to crect the portable tent, which ig: part cof the 
outfit, and get going straight away after the “ sheotineg ” 
cf the pieture, Mr. Tong is to be conerstuleted upon 
overcoming difficulties in this manner, and that his, in- 
genuity will meet with success all interested im kinemia- 
tographie pregress will sincerely desire. 


How Not To Do It. 
A MERICAN advertising is often commended to the 


British publicity man as an example of how to do 

things, and one his to give credit to our covsins 
across the pond for many smart ideas. 7 cannot think, 
however, that the advertising netion carried cut) the 
other day by one-of the leading exhibiting houses in New 
York is one that is likely to tmpress the publie and ins- 
prove the chances of the entertainment advertised. In 


Google 


ENTERTAINMENTS TAX TO 
STAND. 


Chancellor again turns Trade down 
in the discussion on the Entertain- In) America such super-pro- 
ments T2ax on the Report Stage of 
the Finance Bill in the House of Com- 
mons on Wednesday Evening. Sir 
Walter de Frece moved to substitute 
gor the present scale a new scale 
which would yield the Revenue an 
average of 15 percent. instezd cf 21 
percent. as at present, on the charges 
to Kinematograph anid 
Theatres and other places of amuse- 
ment. The Chancellor regretted that 
it was entirely impossible to accept 
the proposed clause, and on adivis‘on 
the Motion was 


rE EEO 


flaring red letters, super-imposed upon the entire front 
news page of the New York °° Morning Telegraph "the 
exhibiter lias spread his announcement, Were Ta reader 
of that paper DP should stronely cbjest te raining my sight 
hy trackine small print throggh and revnd large splotches 
of red. and if the American stands it he must bea very 
patient animal The American exhibitor who sent me 
this example af his advertisine gentus iy be surprised 


fat the Goinion here expressed, but he may take it that 


it represents the views cf nine out of ten advertising 
experts in this country, 


Length and Quality. 
ITH the coming of the 
W super-productions — of 
scmething like a ten 
reel Jeneth, some sert of 
alteration in pregram — be- 
Comes necessary in order 
that the pieture of that kind 
may make its proper appeal, 


ductions have Gecupied the 
whole of a two-hour program, 
and ecod stories. cf this leneth 
have proved popular, It is 
obvious that with such ex. 
pense as the super-production 
involves, a hicher renting 
fieere become: necessary and 
In such case ereater” leneth 
exceptional — entertain- 
ment value make up for the 
higher price. 


A Pleasing Co operation. 


R. RALPH PUGH, 
M managing director 


of Associated — First 
National, tells me he has 
received congratulations 
from all. sections of the trade upon the successful 
presentation of °° Mian — Woman — Marriage’? and 
Wishes to testify through Tue Fina Renter to the 
very eourteous and willing ce-operation received by 
his company from Mr. Leonard Denham, in) cennec- 
tion with the usie presented on the oscasion of 
the pictures presentition, and from Mr. Vietor Sheridan 
in connection with the prokeue. Tam glad to have the 
Goportanity of recording the company’s appreciaticn of 
this practical example of invaluable cc-operation from 


rejected by 143 


well-known exhibitors, 


Not Alone. 


PPARIENTLY British exhibitors are not the onty 
people suffering frem the unfair incidence of an 
entertainments tax, although to extend the urea 

cf suffering dees not make its burden lighter for the 
individual, In Berlin, T hear, over a hundred picture 


July 15, 1922... 


July 15, 1922. 


houses have recently been closed, the high amusement 
tax, it is said, being almost entirely responsible. As in 
England, no action has been taken by the German Gov- 
ernment to reduce the tax, in spite of a strong protest 
by exhibitors. Two of the largest Berlin houses are at 
present being remodelled and will not show pictures any 
more, I understand. 


A Flat Rate in Australia. 
De renin the other day, theatrical conditions in 


Australia, Sir George ‘Tallis, whose stage enter- 

prises on both sides of the globe are well known, 
mentioned that in the underneath colony the inevitable 
reaction from the big spending boom had made itself felt 
even there, although it had not been so pronounced as 
in England, and its effect upon entertainment enterprises 
had led to great difficulties. This had been met by 
lowering the priges, and Sir George referred to the fact 
that the entertainment tax 
was at a flat rate of a penny 
in the shilling. 


DUTY ON 


Voice and Gesture. 


PROPOS of the interest 
A which — experimenters 
have jin_ inventing 
machines which shall speak 
the words of a play while it is 
being shown upon the screen, 
a good story is related con- 
cerning a celebrated English 
playwright. Impressed by 
the silent acting of one of the 
actresses taking a character 
in a sercen version of one of 
his plays, he sought an inter- 
view with her, determined 
that she should act the part 
in a forthcoming revival of 
his play upon the stage. Her 
first words were enough to 
put an end to his dream. She 
greeted him in a harsh nasal 
voice that made him wish to 
stop his ears and’ which would 
have ruined the play as a 
stage proposition. 


Mae Marsh Busy Filming. 
A FTER spending several very busy days selecting 


gowns for her new film, and becoming acclimatised, 

Mae Marsh, the great screen tragedienne, com- 
menced work for the British Graham-Wilcox Company 
towards the end of last week. Under the direction of 
Graham Cutts, Miss Marsh is to make her English debut 
in ** Flames of Passion,’’ a story written specially for the 
screen. The film gives her excellent scope for her won- 
derful ability as an emotional actress, and supporting her 
in other important parts are many well-known artistes. 
Amongst several elaborate scenes in the film are those at 
Henley Regatta and Goodwocd,. 


Rothacker Here. 
ATTERSON R. ROTHACKER, head of the 


Rothaeker Enterprises, reaches England this 
week on the s.s. Olympic and is accompanied 
by his wife and daughter. According to present arrange- 
ments he intends to spend ten days or so in Tondon and 
then visit various places on the Continent, returning to 
London for about two weeks before sailing for home on 


Google 


NEGATIVE FILM TO GO 


When the Finance Bill reached 
the Report Stage in the House of 
Commons on Wednesday evening, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moved the addition of a Clause 
providing that importei Negative 
Kinematograph Film shall be treat- 
ed as Blank Film (unexposed stock) 
if its production his been organised 
by persons whose chief or only place 
of business is in the United Kingdom 
and the Producer and Principal Ac- 
tors employed are British Subjects, 
domiciled in the United Kingdom 
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September 6. While in Europe Mr. Rothacker tells me 
in a nete just to hand that he hopes public announcement 
can be made of the plan fer an English link in his 
laboratory chain. 


Training. 

RS. CLARE SHERIDAN, Winston’s cousin, writ- 
ing of her experiences in Mexico, tells of a railway 
journey where one of the armed guards fell 

asleep, tumbled off the train, and then ran to catch it 
up. She writes of it with surprise. Had she been a 
kinema patron she would have recognised it as an 
ordinary incident of American life. 


Gaumont “ Talking Films.” 
CCORDING to the Paris correspondent of ‘‘ The 
A Times,’ the “ talking film’ has been brought 
a step nearer to reulisation as the result of the 
experiments which M. Leon 
Gaumont has conducted for 
many years. The dumb art 
of the kinema will in the near 
future be given the power of 
speech. Ata recent exhibi- 
ticn of these ** talking films "’ 
in Paris, General Buat and 


BRITISH 


M. Paisant addressed large 
audjences through the me- 


dium of the camera and the 
phonograph, the one on mili- 
tary service and the other on 
the solemn duty of France to 


her Unknown Warricr, The 
synchronisation of the pic- 
tures and words was_ irre- 


proachable, and the audience 
could well imagine that tney 
were in the presence of living 


orators. Some slight imper- 
fections were noticeable in 


the timbres of the voices, but 
the speeches were delivered 
in clear and sonorous tones. 


Not a Dry Subject. 
N amusing story of a 
A printer's slip comes 
from our Bristol cor- 


This was agreed to without: 
division. 


respondent. George W. Ventam, of the Palace, Bristol, 
had ‘* Love Madness ’* running some little time ago. 


The film, which deals with the effects of drug taking, was 
announced in a local paper as ‘a story showing the 
perils and evils of the dry menace.’’ Was the comp. who 
set the advertisement an anti-prohibitionist ? 


The Summer-Time ‘‘ Cut.’’ 


HF. decision by the Standing Committee of the 
House of Commons to abbreviate Summer Time 
by about seven weeks is an announcement that 

the exhibitcr, to whom few mercies have been vouch- 
safed of late, will aecept with gratitude, tempered with 
regret, that on a more urgent question no benefit came 
his wav. On many sides it was felt that the change came 
too early this year, and the substitution of the third 
Saturday in April and = the third Saturday — in 
September as beginning 
an: end of the official 
summer season may help 
receipts during the ex- 
cluded weeks, 
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THE ADVANTAGE OF GETTING TOGETHER 


How the Trade may benefit by Kinema Exchanges, 


and the Social Functions organised in 


connection with them. 


EVERAL provincial 

Renter have recently included among their weekly 

notes News of events that, strictly speaking, are not 
trade. No one, would claim that beeatse they do not 
touch the practical side of renting, exhibiting, and ex- 
ploiting that they were of less interest to a trade whose 
life depends upon the popularity of and need for recrea- 
tion. We refer, of course, to the many sporting and 
recreative fixtures which have been arr anged in connee- 
tion with local kinema exchanges, events to which pre- 
vious years have pointed the way, or to which present 
circumstances have given birth, 


THE FREER ATMOSPHERE. 


Of the value of such functions for restoring and knit- 
ting up the ravelled sleeve of care which the anxieties 
of the time are continually fraying, and the indifference 
of the Chancellor of the E xchequer needlessly continu- 
ing it is unnecessary to dwell at any length. | Similar 
benefit, may be gained from holidays. undertaken alone, 
although, perhaps, not of such a degree, There is, how- 
ever, a much broader and deeper ‘Denefit to be gained 
in this associaticn of men of a similar calling meeting 
together ut gatherings not definitely crgnnised for busi. 
hess purposes, and there conversing with a freedom born 
o* the occasion, its atmosphere and surrounding cireum- 
stances upon matters counested with the interest that 
all possess in common. ' 


The business mecting produces a different atmosphere, 
the agenda is cut and dried, the speeches are more ar 
less offcial, the resoluticn must be dealt with formally, 
supperted or amended or opposed, and the strennousness 
af advocacy or opposition oscasionally gives rise to bifter- 
ness of word that rankles or of tho: wht that separates. 


THE SOCIAL INSTINCT. 


But the social fixture has a much greater usefulness 
than in encouraging healthful) pursuits and unoflicial 
* conversation.””. Deep down in the British temperament 
hes that demand for social satisfaction that finds its ex- 
pression in the various ways our correspondents report. 
sidney Smith, the witty divine of a hundred years ago, 
once remarked that if London were utterly destroyed by 
some calamity and there were but two survivors, tho: 
two would meet together and publicly dine to celebrate 
the event. They would, according to Sidney Smith, 
realise their common experience in a secial mceting by 
dining at the same bowd, as members of a family dine 
‘They would strike hands and pledge friendship, calamity 
thus making them recognise a kinship that prosperity had 


not emphasised. 


Google 


correspondents of Tar Fitm 


THE USES OF ADVERSITY. 


Tt would appear from some of our correspondents’ 
reports of such recreative arrangements that something 
cf this kind has happened in various provincial centres 
recently. W here two or three vears ago, when business 
was brisker, ‘ breezes’ were not uncommen and dis- 
harmony net infrequent, the difficult time through which 
the trade is passing is having that solidifving effect that. 
adversity always has upon elements otherwise not anxious 
to coalesce. ve old phrase about unity being strength 
ik NOt so mUch a precept to be observed as a statement 
of a provess, In common danger a man finds it good to 
feel a shoulder next to his own, and does not tum. to 
inquire, as he might do in less strenuous days, whose 
shoulder it is. The mere touch makes him interested m 
his fellow, and he reflects—cr if he dees not refleet—is 
conscious that if a man is good enough to fight beside 
he is goed cnough te ply beside. And in playing he 
knows | the man more as he re: Uly is, for in sport a man 
isomers off his guard—his pedest: lis temporarily in 


pawn—and warnith of Gee rs between them is the 
autcome, 


CO-OPERATION AND COMPETITION. 


The sporting or recreative fixture is, then, the result 
of the thing it undoubtedly fosters. A better spirit 
couses men to indulge in a common experience of joy, 
and the common experience of joy increases the spirit 
which gave it birth. Mach is creative and interdependent. 
and in these attributes lie all sorts of hopes and possi- 
Lilities in the future. Too long it, has been thought that 
co-cperation and competition are mutually exclusive, that 
in order to compete successfully for a patronage limited 
in number it is necessary to hold your co ompetitor in con- 
tempt. No man who held his competitor or opponent in 
contempt ever made a success of his business or enter- 
prise. For business is not so much a battle as a game, 
not vo much an affair for poisen-gas as for laughing-gas, 
and if it is a game of life. a gamble of life in some cirecum- 
stances, it must be enrried en under Queenberry rules, 
with a handshake to begin with and a congratulation or 
commiseration at the close of every stage in the game. 

Charles Lamb, speaking of a man who was his enemy, 
was ence asked what manner of man. he was. ‘* I've 
never met him,’ stuttered Elias ‘if T had, he would no 
longer be my enciny.’” That is the great advantage of the 
business of getting together in such ways as the trade 
Las recently done, and it is to be hoped that with the 
restunpticn of more prosperous conditions the social 
recrentive fixture will not be allowed to drop, but. may 
be made more frequent. 
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THE SAME OLD THING, NIGHT AFTER 
NIGHT. 


Why a Certain Type of Picture fails to draw the Public. 


66 y HATS the matter with the motion picture?’ 
On all sides, in and out of the industry, we 
hear the question, Nothing at all is wrong 

with the motion picture as an institution. Scmething is 
radically wrong with aw certain proportion cf individual pic- 
tures which are being fcisted on the market, but the in- 
dustry, as a whole, is sound, commercially as well as 
artistically, The only real trouble, as 1 visualise it, is 
that there scems to be a tendency to operate on the basis 
that vou can sell all Pord cars ina ccuntry which demands 
emphatically other high quality cars. While T am willing 
to concede that there may be a call fer a small percentage 
of Ford-pictures, [also insist that. in the main, our sup- 
perting public demands high quality pictures. And we 
must supply that demand if we are to survive. 


Audiences Have Changed. 


What scme producers and distributors seem to have 
overlocked is the fact that the motion picture audience of 
to-day isn’t exactly the same as the audience of a few 
dears avo. In the earlier days the motion picture recruited 
its followers from a distinctly limited class and clientele ; 
to-day every walk of life is represented in the motion 
picture theatre. © The general public is unquestionably 
soll on the picture as entertainment, and sold strongly, 
and this great publie will attend, and attend regularly, 
if we de not insult its intelligence by offering to it 
pictures which are mediovre, bremidic, insincere, un- 
convincing, and werst of all, productions which in their 
veneral treatment follow along lines cf monotonous sitme- 
ness, each one a dreary replica of hundreds of others. 


: (By Al. LICH TMAN, of the Lichtman Corporation, New York.) 


An Obstacie Overcome 

The greatest battle this industry ever faced was to 
convince the very public which is supporting us to-day 
that we could create any but the most inferior type of 
pictuves. AL pictures were scorned as cheap and ttashy, 
and it was decmed a terrible comedown for any star from 
the legitimate stage to appear in a motion picture. We 
overcame that seemingly insuperable obstacle, atid did 
so through the medium ef really worth-while prodtiction. 
We are net going to dissipate the prestige we have 
attained by the circulation of the sert of pictures which 
were Ghee said to represent the best we could do. I say 
We are “not going to do so because there are enough 
thoughtful, analytical producers and distributors — to 
adequately supply the demand fer the class of production 
Which will measure up to the public’s requirements. 


Why the Public Stays Away. 

I believe that the wholesale production and exhibition 
of poor pictures is gradually diminishing, but it has left 
its indelible matk in passing, and [T base this belief on 
first-hand information, For seme time past I have been 
conducting a quiet investigation of general conditions, 
and pat of this investigation included the questioning 
of many pecple who formerly lovally supported the 
medion picture theatre but recently had almost entirely 
withdrawn (hat support. Asked why they no longer 
attended pictures regularly their answer was, invariably : 
“ Weare tired of going to pictures night after night onlv 
to sce the same old things done over and over again, with 
scarcely any variation in theme or treatment. Beeause 
we cannot tell from the advertising what. the real qhality: 
of cach picture is we have quit going altogether. : 


A FINE TRIO OF FILMS. 

HE W. and F. Film Service is to be congratulated 
upon. the series of fine pictures which it) has 
revently given to the trade. Following the highly- 

artistie Anglo-French production — of Lord Arthur 
Savile's Crime,’ we have Harold Llovd in ** Grandina’s 
Boy,’ aw comedy Jaughtdemaker for which exhibitors 
all cver the country are eagerly chunouring. Next Friday 
moming we are to see an interesting version of Charles 
Dickens* immortal story of °° The Cricket on the Hearth,” 
at the New Gallery Kinema. A remarkable trio of fine 
films, and judging by all one hears in advance of the 
latest picture it Icok:s very much as if W. and EF. are going 
to do the hat trick. 


DICKENS ON THE SCREEN. 

NE of Charles Dickens’ best known novels is shortly 
to he refilmed. Thomas Bentley, the well-known 
producer and authority on everything pertaining to 

Dickens on the screen, is bemoaning the fact that all the 
familiar houses and !andinarks made famous by the novel- 


ist are one by one disappearing, and declares that before 
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Jong there will be few cf these ‘spots’? sacred to the mem- 
ory Gf the master which it will be possible to use as back- 
grounds in a Dickens film. One of the last to go is the 
house in Powis Square, Woolwich, where the novelist 


obtained bis first impression of life as a child. There 
is news this week that the famous old ‘* Leather 
Bettle,* at) Cobham, is about to change hands. 


Future producers cf Dickens’ subjects for the screen will 
have te make up their minds to get busy quickly. When, 
by the way, are we to have filmed the “ Life’ of 
Dickens? Such a story would be full of romance. 


MILLOY’S LATEST. 
Bo iiinine on his recent successes, Mr. Mille is 


showing on) Tuesday next, at the » Manchester 

Kinema Exchange, at 120 0’cleck, ‘ Whispering 
Women,” and en Friday next. “Arizona Cat Claw,’” at 
12 o’elcek. ‘This latter film features Edyth Sterling, the 
female ‘Tom Mix. The recent offerings -of: this concern 
have been well above the average, and the abcve shows 
should be well worth viewing. 
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SIR CHARLES HIGHAM ENTERTAINED BY 
AMERICAN KINE “AD.” MEN. 


Vice-President of The Twenty Club indulges in straight 


talk 


IRQ CHARLES HIGHAM, M-.P., vice- 
S president of the Twenty Club, the 
British 
particulor 


kinematograph trade's own 


institution, has been 
America. He 
crossed the herring pond with the object of 


yersuading the National Advertisers’ Con- 


sccial 


flavins a oureat time in 


vention to hold its Convention in) London, 
and he has suecessfully eecomplished his 
taxk. Three thousand 
American organization have pledged them- 
selves to pay us a visit in 1924, and Sir 


members of the 


” 


Charies’s ** hustle’ trip will result in the w. 


bigeest invasion of American ‘* ad.’? men 


this country has ever witnessed. 


A‘ Rush" Trip. 
The Member for Islington is new 
avain, after a trip through the States which 


home 
he deseribes as one of the biggest ‘rushes’? 
of his life. During his six weeks’ stay on 
the «ther side he talked to all sorts of men 
on all sorts of subjects, and amone others 
he told a Fitm Renter representative that 
he had a most intercsting time with the 
members of the Associated Motion Picture 
Advertisers, an organisation of men in New 
York who handle American. film advertis- 
ine. As honour of — the 
Club he was welcomed by Paul Gulick 
(of Universal), J.D. Williams, James 
O'Shaughnessy, Heetor Fuller, 
Lieber (president of First National), H. 
O. Schwalbe (also of First National), W. 
H. Ratheson, KE. W.) Hlammons, S.A. 
Rothapfel (who euides the destinies of the 
Capitol Theatre), David Wark Griffith (the 
famous film producer), and others. 


vucst of 
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Straight Talk on American Films. 

In the course of an after-lunch speech 
Sir Charles indulged in a little straight talk 
to the trade on the subject of American 
pictures,‘ What the kinema-goer wants,” 
he declared, It seems 
to me, with all the panorama of clean life to draw upon, the 
American producers have an unlimited supply of the stuff that 
Of course, we must have 


‘is real life stories. 


vood, clean pictures are made of. 
sex in pictures. Sex rules the world. But never sexuality. 
The picture told, telling, the 
world abouf your national and your home life; your clothes; 
your men and your women, It has done more than all the 
books to inform the world what America really is; it has spread 
broadcast your morals, vour manners, your customs. Tn view 
of.this, think what an impression a vile motion picture can give. 
Think of what the people in China, Japan, Great Britain, India, 
the Scandinavian countries will think if they go to sce one of 
those films chock full of sexuality and are given to believe that 
that is the condition in America.’’ 


motion has and is whole 


A Word for the Twenty Club. - 

In the course of his speech Sir Charles referred to the Twenty 
Club, which he described as the greatest social club in con- 
nection with the film industry of Great Britain, He was 
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on American Pictures. 


t HAM MONS, 
PRESICOENT FOUCATIONAL 


Ow. 
GRIFFITH 


SkeTcHes Mapr at tuk Luxcw Tro Sim Cyartes Hicuam. 


particularly proud of the fact that he was one of its vice- 
presidents, and he could not emphasise too strongly the splendid 
work it was doing tor the moving picture business under the 
direction of its live and brilliant president, F. Norman-Wright, 
who was also manaving director of THe Firm Renter, one of the 
leading trade papers in Great Britain. 


Will Hay’s ‘‘ Cleaning-up '’ Process. 

Referring to the work recently undertaken by the late 
American Postinaster-General, Sir Charles Higham said; ‘t Over 
in imy country they are saying: ‘Will Hays is cleaning up 
Why is it necessary for one man to be 
Tle is doing the best he can, but 


pictures in’ America.’ 
hired to clean up pictures? 
no one man can do what it will take thousands working in the 
closest co-operation to do. And we need a Will Hays in England, 
teo—to clean up, if he can—American films and the present 
metlicd of exploitation. You—you men sitting there! ‘'—and he 
took in the entire room with a gesture—‘' you are the ones 
to clean up pictures.” 
Original from 
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FINE FRENCH FILMS FOR ENGLISH 
| MARKET. | 


Ernest Reed Brings Back for Films de France, Ltd., 
Big Bunch of Tip-top Subjects, including 
Serials that are at present Packing 
Parisian Kinemas. 


e 


HE remarkable progress which French films have 
made during the past two or three years is more 
marked than in the case of almost any other 

country. whose product finds its way on to the English 
market. Productionally and artistically they are now the 
equal of the best, as witness the recent screening of the 
Gaumont ‘* Three Musketeers,’’ and the fine film version 
of “The Arabian Nights,’’ at the London Alhambra, 
by the Walturdaw Company during the present week. 


What the Public Wants. 

Exhibitors are decrying the sameness. of their pro- 
grams ;, the public complains that their favourite kinema 
does not offer them sufficient variety; yet the showman 
has the opportunity of varying his program and pleasing 
his patron at the same time, if only he will take advan- 
tage of the many excellent French films now available 
for the purpose. American pictures are the staple fare 
in the average entertainment, yet excellent as they are, 
the public demands change. The public complain, and 
we must admit the justice of the complaint, that just 
now, with so much other material available from which 
to choose, there are too many mediocre American films 
showing on the screen; too few British; and certainly 
not enough French. 


Films de France, Ltd. 

It was to remedy this state of affairs that Films de 
France, Ltd., was recently established in this country, 
and during the comparatively short time this ecncern has 
heen in existence it has placed quite a number of first 
class French films upon the market. This company, 
which is under'the direction of Mr. Erest Reed (late 
managing director of the Fox Film Company), is not a 
renting concern, and it is not in any way allied to any 
renting house. It exists for the sole purpose of exploiting 
the English rights of all the leading French brands, and 
renters desirous of acquiring money-making propositions 
of the highest artistic excellence and drawing power 
should make a point of getting in touch with Mr. Reed 
at the offices of the company, 15, Carlisle Street, W. 

A chat with Mr. Reed, who has just returned from a 
visit to Paris where he-had a very busy time viewing 
films for his company, reveals some interesting informa- 
tion in regard to the French productions now ready or 
being prepared for the English market. 


International Production. 

‘Of the many pictures I saw in Paris last week,”’ said 
Mr. Reed, ‘‘ the general tone of the scenarios struck me 
as being built on very far advanced international lines, 
which proved to me that the French producers are laying 
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themselves out as very serious competitors for the world’s 
markets. Kut they seem particularly to have the English 
market in view. 1 noticed specially that the old French 
touch of beautiful * shots’ and scenic effects is still 
taken gcvod care of in their productions, but at the same 
time the story and general technique has vastly improved, 
and is now equal to the best on the market. 


French Studios Lead in Equipment. 


“ This is without doubt due to the fact that during 
the past two or three years French producers have put 
their backs into their films in order to pick up the ground 
lost during the war. The most marked improvements 
have been made in their studios, and I notice this fact 
perhaps more than some because I was at one time-closely 
allied to French producing companies who had some of 
the largest productions to their credit. ‘To-day. their 
studios, as a general ruie, are the equal of the best in 
every respect, and in some instances surpass in complete- 
ness anything to be found even in America... ~ 
“With what I have seen, and have coming over 
immediately, I am convinced. that a long stride towards 
fulfilling the much-wanted variety of films in our pro- 
grams is about to be accomplished. . The pictures: which 
I shall shortly be in a position to show to the London 
trade comprise the whole gradation of dramatic. subjects, 
from light to heavy, and they are suitable for exhibition 
in every class of theatre in this country. 


Remarkable Serials. 

‘““ T shall also have to offer the trade two or three very 
remarkable serials which vary in length from 16,000 feet 
to 24,000 feet, and are as dramatic and full of thrills as 
the most experienced showman could desire. Two of them 
are showing in Paris at the present moment, and are pack- 
ing houses nightly, which, as one can understand, is 
unusual for Paris at this season of the year. 

“The striking feature of two of these serials is that 
the mystery surrounding the hero and heroine’s move- 
ments is so well concealed almost to the end that one is 
kept guessing as to their fate. The suspense action is 
excellent all through, and the ‘ curtains “—an eminently 
necessary feature—are increasingly strong, and calcu- 
lated to sustain interest and pull patronage. 

‘*T hope to be in a_ position to make a definite 
announcement in the advertising pages of THe Fim 
RENTER next week in regard to the subjects I have just 
brought over from France. Meanwhile, I shall be glad 
to hear from all renting firms interested in order to make 
arrangements for the necessary screening to meet their 
convenience.’ 


’ 
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F, E. ADAMS RELINQUISHES MANAGING 
DIRECTORSHIP OF P.C.T. 


Owing to ill-health, but will remain on Board, and continue 
to act as Expert Adviser. 


NEW SPHERE OF ACTIVITY FORESHADOWED AFTER 
COMPLETE REST. 


K understand that Mr. F. E. Adama, on July 31, 
W will relinquish his position as managing director 
of Provincial Cinematograph Theatres, Ltd., and 
Associated Provincial. Picture Houses, Ltd., Mr. F. E. 
Adums for a long time has felt the heavy strain of acting 
ax. sole managing director of this important group of 
companies, and acting upon medical advice he has 
decided to take a complete rest prior to entering upon a 
new sphere of activities, details of which we shall be able 
to announce at a later date. We are pleased to be able 
to state that Mr. F. EF. Adams will remain on the board 
and continue to act as expert adviser to Provincial Cine- 
matograph Theatres, Ltd:, and all its subsidiary com- 
panies. 


General-Regret at the News. 


The news that ill-health has foreed Mr. Adams to 
sever his active connection with what is generally recog- 
nised as by far the biggest and most important group of 
kinema theatres in this country, will be received with 
feelings of genuine regret throughout the industry. 
Those in close contact with Mr. Adams during recent 
months, however, will not be altogether surprised at the 
decision he has now arrived at, for it has been clearly 
apparent that since his serious illness a year or so ago, 
he has .by. no means recovered his usual robust health, 
and has, indeed, more recently shown distinct signs that 
cessation from business worries and a complete rest were 
imperative if he were to do'so. All those in the trade 
who enjoy the pleasure of his friendship will wish 
* FLELA.”’ a speedy and complete recovery, and will be 
ready to welcome him again in their midst when medical 
sanction to his renewed activity is forthcoming. 


‘* F.E.A.'s ’ Work for the Trade. 

Now that he is retiring from active participation in 
trade matters for the moment it may be permissible to 
say a word or two in regard to the work—often of a 
strenuous character—he has done for and on behalf of 
the industry. Mr. Adams is an enthusiast in all things 
pertaining to the business in which for so long he has 
been so prominent a figure, but he, like many other men 
of strong convictions and dccisive opinions, has the 
defects of his qualities. He proved a doughty antagonist 
in the pitched battles, which waged in the industry a year 


or two ago, in which THe Finm Renter took a leading and | 


successful part, and his dogmatising frequently brought 
him into sharp conflict even with his friends. 


A Keen Fighter. 


For all that he proved a fighter worthy of his antagon- 
ists’ steel, and although one might frequently be at 
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variance with the views he expressed on trade. polities, 
there was always a feeling at back of the mind that he 
was prepared to fight tor an unpopular cause to the 
utmost of his ability. and strength. Altogether oblivious 
of adverse criticism, it merely had the effect of stiffening 
his opposition and driving him to a perhaps too frequent 
use of the pen in order to indite for publication in the 
trade Press some long and closely-argued statement of 
the case for which he at the moment was leading council. 


Work for P.C.T. 


Those who know the hard and strenuous labour which 
he, in common with the late Dr. Jupp, and others asso- 
cited with the directorate of Provincial Cinematograph 
‘Theatres, Ltd., devoted to the affairs of the company in 
its early days, will weleome the news that he is still to 
retain his connection with a concern in the successful 
establishment of which he pluved a leading and honour- 
able part. 


His Future Plans. 


What Mr. Adams’ plans for the future are we are not 
In a position at {he moment to state, but as soon-as ever 
his health permits of active participation in business 


affairs again, we shall hope to give our readers full details: 


concerning the movements of one in which the entire 
trade will always take deep interest. ‘ 

We understand that for the time being the. position 
ceeupied by Mr. Adams will not be filled, and that the 
conduct of the affairs of the company will devolve upon 
Lord Ashfield, the Chairman of the Board. 


Tn their report to the T.C.C., the Theatres and Musie Halls 
Committee state that they have given permission for a film en- 
titled ** From) Manger to Cross.” which has not heen: passed by 
the British Board of Film Censors, to be exhibited at premises 


licensed by the Couneil for kinematograph exhibitions, 


vc 


“Miss Marilynn Miller, the musical comedy ‘ star.’ and Mr. 
Jack Pickford, the kinematograph actor, are to be married at 


Hollywood, Califormia, on Angust 1. 


A kinema to hold 4.000 is to be erected at New Cross. A 
large dancing hall is included in the scheme. 
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Mr. F. E. ADAMS, 
Who is resigning Managing Directorship of P.C.T. 
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A FILM ABOUT WHICH OPINIONS DIFFER. 


“The Game of Life” an Ambitious Samuelson Pro- 
: duction on Novel Lines; but much too drawn 
out, and in need of Drastic Editing 
and Cutting. 


A Picture which has very little story, but visualises a series of 


incidents of the Victorian era. 


A pretentious effort which 


demands far greater breadth of treatment than it reeceived. 


Owing to the diversity of opinion erpressed regarding *‘ The Game of Life,” 


and to the fact that our own reviewer's 


opinion was not altogether in accord with other views we had heard erpressed, we decided, in fairness to Mr. Samuelson, 
to hold up the review, and invited that gentleman to rescreen the picture for the purpose of obtaining an independent opinion 
on it. .1s Mr. Samuelson is unable to comply with our request, we regret we have no alternative but to print our original 


review of the film, which we do below, 


HERE can be no doubt that ‘* The Game of Life,” a 
T dramatic spectacle produced by G. B. Samuelson, and 
shown to the trade last week, is a production of con- 
siderable magnitude, and is built around a theme which, in the 
hands of a capable scenario writer and a producer with vision, 


could have been picturised with remarkable success. But the 


Lire.” 


ScENE FRceM ‘tS THE GAME OF 


picture as a whole is intensely disappointing, and most uncon- 
vincing where it could have been made realistic’ and powerful. 


More Incident Than Story. 


The theme is ambitious and is capable of being worked out 
on generous lines. It is taken from the well-known poem, sct 
to music some thirty years ago, and has had a successful vogue. 
The story opens on May 24, 1819, and records the birth of her 


late Majesty Queen Victoria, linked with three other girls who 
first drew the breath of life on that date. One of these is of 


high estate, the other lowly, and the third is born blind. And 
the lives of the four are followed through many and varying 
incidents, those of Royalty affording scope for much pomp and 
display, including the Coronation procession and the wedding 
with’ Prince Albert. Incidents in the lives of the other three 
are also freely given, the wooing of the maid whose affluence 
inade her the ** catch of the season ’’; the blind maiden, brought 
up in ignorance of her misfortune, and the coster girl, whose 


engagement and marriage to Jim Cobbles, the  costermonger, 
is productive of quite a lot of hilarious fun. The story is 
divided into four episodes, representing the four suits in a pack 
of cards : Hearts, denoting love; Diamonds, wealth and affluence; 


Clubs, war and tumult, and Spades the closing scenes of life. 
Thirty-two years elapse between the third and fourth episodes. 


Lacks Breadth of Treatment. 

There are so many separate scenes of divergent interest, with 
little or no attempt in the scenario to bring the variant subjects 
together, that the whole is 
connected incidents. 


converted into a jumble of dis- 
A reasonable effort in the intermingling 
of the principal characters might have furnished a coherent 
story, around which many of the finer scenes would have been 
inost. effective. Generally, however, the prcduction is inartistic 
and seriously lacked that breadth of treatment which the subject 
fully warranted. Take one instance of many. The Coronation 
procession, to be at all realistic, should be shown in Whitehall, 
or some similarly wide thoroughfare. Instead of which it is 
brought through a narrow  street—evidently set’ for the 
oceasion—in which the horses and royal vehicles get through 
with some difficulty. And 40 years later, on another festive Royal 
occasion, exactly the same ‘ set” 
alteration! 

The incident of the Farl the certainly 
interesting, even if it may be regarded as impossible. The 
coster saves the Karl's skin and purse from the footpad, and 
the grateful scion of nobility, on his early decease, leaves his 
entire estate to the surprised costermonger, who forthwith takes 
up his abode in the ancestral mansion, and cuts high jinks. 
Possibly 1t may have slipped the scenario writer’s memory that 
estates like this are invariably entailed, and pass to next of kin. 
The incident certainly did provide some humour, but at the 
sacrifice of common-sense and accuracy. 


is used, practically without 


and coster is 


The Charge of the Six Hundred. 

The scene depicting the famous charge of the Light Brigade 
in the Crimean War, was very well done, and will rank as one 
of the best war episodes yet constructed, but it is a pity that 
much of the photography was marred by heavy and unnecessary 
colour tinting. The settings generally were altogether inadequate 
to the importance of many of the The acting 
was certainly on a high plane, and a fine cast interpreted the 
various characters. These included Miss Isobel Elsom, Miss 
Lilian Hall-Davis, Miss Dorothy Minto, and Messrs. Campbell 
Gullan, Roy Travers, Tom Reynolds, James Lindsay, Hubert 
Carter and Allan Aynesworth. Ueto en 

The picture requires drastic cutting and editing before it can 
Le made acceptable as a good booking proposition. 


seenes. 


The pro- 
logue should be cut in its entirety as altogether unnecessary, 
and some of the irreverent references to the Deity can, with 
advantage, be eliminated. 
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A STORY OF HOMELY SENTIMENT. 


A good Cast and Sincere Acting intensifies human appeal of 
a Universal offering. 


‘‘Human Hearts ”—an adaptation of a stage play by Hal Reid, 


with picturesque settings and tense moments—a 


popular offering. 


DAPTED from a stage play by Hal Reid, which. had a 
A vogue in America a few ‘Human Hearts,’’ a 
Jewel, was shown in London this week by 

Ticture Co., Ltd. A vood cast has been 
assembled for its interpretation, House Peters taking the chief 
character of Tom Logan, Russell Simpson, Gertrude Claire, and 
Hackathorne playing respectively the parts of Tom's 
father, mother, and I:dith Halilor that of the wife. 
Each artiste has a part suitable to individual capability, and the 
result is a smoothness of running and a sincerity throughout. 


years ago, 
Universal 


Kuropean Motion 


George 


and brother, 


THE STORY IN BRIEF. 

Tom Logan is a blacksmith, who falls prey to the charms of 
an adventuress, Barbara Key, and marries her. Tom's father, 
a Puritan of the old school, suspects Tom’s wife, and, in watch- 
to Jay Banton, 
is accused of the 


ing over his son’s honour, he falls a victim 
Barbara's old lover 


crime. 


and accomplice. Tom 
He believes Barbara has killed his father, and to pro- 


SCENE FROM ‘‘ 
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to the 
who 


tect her he 
tears of his 
innocence. 


followed by the 
believes implicitly in’ her 
Barbara finally denounces Benton, the murderer, and 
Tom is set free. In endeavouring to protect Tom, Barbara falls 
a victim to the vengeance of Benton, who takes Tom/’s place 


goes. silently living tomb, 


sOn SS 


mother, 


in the prison cell, and the story closes with Tom and his little 
daughter back with the homely folk in the blacksmith’s house 


and forge where the story has begun and the tragedy taken place. 


SOME TENSE MOMENTS. 

There are some good moments in the. play and some attractive 
backgrounds which the photography best of. 
Barbara, who began by scheming, really falls in love with Tom 
and the happiness of their early married life contrasts strongly 
with the irritability which Barbara the time 
approaches that Jay from 


makes the 


manifests as 


Benton should be released prison. 


Benton’s arrival occurs during a storm, and there are flashed 


(Continued at foot of nert page). 
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PROBLEM PLAY. 


‘Whispering Shadows” provides excellent entertainment, but 
its solution of the problem will be variously discussed. 


The problem which the story seeks to solve is whether death is a barrier, 


once it is passed, or but a veil which enables those beyond to 
stretch forth gentle hands to help the living. | 


PROBLEM play generally promises something out of the 


ordinary. That it does not always live up to promise 


open to without saving. ** Whispering 
Shadows,’ a film founded on Walter Hackett’s play of that 
name, shown to the London trade this week by the Stoll Film 
Company, presents a problem of a most contentious character, 


is unfortunate; that its solution of the problem is often 


discussion — goes 


and proceeds to solve it in a way no doubt completely satisfying 


SCENE FROM ‘‘ WHISPERING SHADOWS.”’ 


& 
. . . . , 
to the author, but one which, we venture to think, will occasion 


sharp division of opinion among those who see the picture, 


A CONTENTIOUS PROBLEM. 

Interesting it most certainly is, as all subjects dealing witn 
spiritualism and things occult needs must be: and that it lives 
up to promise of providing an excellent and fascinating enter- 
As to the 
problem with which the play concerns itself we had better state 
it forthwith. It is this: 
passed, is for ever impassable ? 


tainment, all who see it will, we think, admit. 


Is death a barrier which, when once 
Or is it but a veil—so thin fhat 
they who have passed on may stretch out geatle hands to help 
the living? Not an easy theme it will be admitted, but let the 
story tell how it is worked out in picture form: Ata seance held 
at the home of Mrs. Latham, the medium announced the receipt 


(Continued from previous page.) 
on the screen in rapid sequence the various characters each en- 
vaged in his particular interest. Jay and Barbara making their 
plans for elopement; the old father sternly them 
through a door chink, the half-witted brother rejoicing at each 
lightning flash; ‘Tom out in the storm, absent from the fire 


drill. 


watching 


SHADOWS AND SILHOUETTES. 
These scenes gather intensity from the fact that they are sug- 
vested rather than shown, shadows and silhouettes telling the 


story. 


When Tom goes to prison, Barbara, knowing ‘full well who _ 


is the real culprit, one’s sympathy for her and interest in her 
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of a spirit message from Helen Bransby's mother beseeching her 
to warn Hugh Brook someone was trying to injure him, Hugh, 
who loved Helen, was in charge of a departinent of Bransby 
and Co.'s business. The head of the firm being compelled to 
retire, Stephen Pryde, by circulating false reports concerning 
Hugh, secured the position, His first act was to order an 
examination of the accounts of Hugh's department and a heavy 
deficit discovered, Bransby first Hugh olf 
embezzlement. The charge was indignantly denied, Then 
Bransby, by a subterfuge, forced a confession from Pryde, who 
simed an account of his treachery. Bransby placed the con- 
fession in a copy of *t David Copperfield.”” He died of hearf 
and the book containing the document was returned 
to the book shelves. Some strange intuition led Helen to lock 
Twelve months later, Hugh’s whereabouts being 


was accused 


failure, 


the library. 
unknown to all save Pryde, the latter pressed Helen to marry 
him. He also asked for the keys of the library. © Helen was 
writing to) Mrs. Latham giving authority for this when her 
hand was stayed and the word ‘ Blind was automatically 
written on the paper. Convinced that this was a message from 
her father, she went to the house when Pryde was handed the 
In that apartment she again felt that her 
Memory led her 


key of the library. 
father was trying to communicate with her. 
to the eopy of ‘ David Copperfield,” and between the leaves 
was the confession that proved Pryde’s guilt and reinstate 


Huch. 


BUT EXCELLENT ENTERTAINMENT. 

This summary gives a very fair idea of the action of the story, 
and it must be admitted that it is told with an air of plausibility 
which will no doubt satisfy the mere secker after entertainment, 
but must inevitably fail in its mission if its object be to cou- 
vince the sceptic. Throughout the action is excellent; the 
suspense well sustained; the acting adequate, at times even 
iupressive, the production generally well contrived, and the 
That 
the solution of the problem will occasion a sharp division of 
opinion among patrons is all to the good. It will make the 
picture talked about, which means that it will arouse the 
curiosity of those who have not seen it, and create a desire to 


sense of atmosphere quite in keeping with the subject. 


do sO. 

“ Whispering Shadows.” in a word, is unconvincing propa- 
vanda for spiritualism, but excellent entertainment, and as such 
the exhibitor can book it with the assurance that it will provide 
quite a good program attraction. 


improved character is weakened, but experiences a reverse in°the 
right the the 
released husband and the villain, Benton, she receives the shot 


direction, when during strugele between 
intended for Tom and, sinking in his arms, hopes that her action 


will render the past ‘f square.” The child plays a pretty part, 
acting the instinctive fear of Bouton very realistically, at one 
time covering herself with the bedclothes and, later, hiding 
behind a ereat chair at his approach, 

There are many kinema patrons to whom this story, with ifs 
entirely human appeal, will be very welcome, and” its pathos 
will find a ready response in their hearts. It is due for release 
on October 12. : 
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°““A BILL OF DIVORCEMENT.?’’ 


Ideal’s Coming Film Production of a play that has 
made records on the London Stage. 


N “A Bili of Divorcement,’’ now practically completed, 
I Ideal have embarked on a great enterprise. Their object 
has been to produce a picture of the first water, so far as 
British audiences are concerned, but they have also had in view 
such a production as will finally demolish the barrier that has 
hitherto obstructed the entry of British films into the United 
States, 


Ideal’s Big Effort. 


One is almost tired by now of saying that the kinemas 
cannot hope to keep going at all unless a new standard of value 
is reached. But British pictures can hardly expect to attain 
this standard unless they fight their way into the all but closed 
American market. IJdeal have proved that an entrance ean be 
effected by the enthusiasm with which their production of ‘A 
Woman of No Importance "’ is being put out in the States by 
Mr. Selznick. In that pictu¥e Miss Fay Compton gives a superb 
performance. The firm have not only included Miss Compton 
in the cast of ‘tA Bill of Divorcement,’’ but, as already 
announced in THe Fitm Renter, they have specially broughit 
over a rapidly rising American star, Miss Constance Binney, to 
play side by side with her British compeer. 


A Great Play. 

With the aid of this new departure, coupled, of course, with 
the extraordinary power of ‘* A. Bill of Divorcement ’’ as a 
sheer story, they hope finally to prepare the road in America for 
the British studio output. It is an enterprise which will be 
watched with the keenest interest and the strongest sympathy 
by every section of the British trade—by producers, who stand 
to gain so much by the success of the Ideal move, and by 
kinemas, whose British pictures will constantly progress in 
quality in proportion as their foreign sales enable them to be 
produced with greater distinction and effect. 


A Piquant Contrast. 

The introduction of Miss Binney is also of far-reaching 
importance. in that it is only another move in the direction of 
strengthening the combination of the best in America with the 
best in Britain. Instead of fighting one another in a senseless 
rivalry, the industry, on both sides of the Atlantic, are now 
uniting to get the best from the capacities of each, and com- 
bining them in the finished product of what may be called the 
World’s Studio. There is no saying what may be the result 
of this alliance. 


A Play That Beat the Theatre Slump. 

No finer subject could have been chosen for the Ideal's 
interesting experiment than “‘ A Bill of Divorcement.’? Here 
was a play that defied the worst theatrical slump of modern 
times, running at the St. Martin’s Theatre for no less than 
twelve months, while a whole throng of other dramas were 
living their little hour of life and vanishing from the scene. Its 
success in London was repeated throughout the country. At 
the present moment the play is being toured by three com- 
panies. In America it created a regular furore, while it has 
actually been translated into no fewer than thirteen languages, 
including Polish, Swedish, Danish, German, Italian, French, 
Czecho-Slovakian and Japanese. In addition, the drama has 
been sold in book form in England by the thousand, and= is 
still in enormous demand. 


Why the Public is Attracted. 

It is not difficult to sea why ‘'A 
fastened such a hold upon the public. 
story touches the life of every man and woman in every station 
of life—touches them in their very marrow—and partly because 
of its absorbing and extraordinarily dramatic quality. Indeed, 
the clash of emotions and tense scenes of poignant drama make 
it one of the strongest plays that have ever been staged, and it 
is undoubtedly that aspect of it that will attract the masses of 
kinema-goers as it has also drawn the theatre-going public. 
Some indication of the story’s intense appeal to the public may 
be gathered from the fact that Miss Clemence Dane has received 
hundreds of letters from all over the country about the play. 
Quite evidently a story—and a picture—that really matters to 
the million, 


Bill of Divoreement ™ 


Tt is partly because the 


Miss Clemence Dane is loud in her praises of the film version. 
‘To see one’s idea so perfectly realised,’’ she told) a repre- 
sentative of Tam Finm Rester, ‘is almost uncanny, but the 
whole thing is admirable.” 


She co-operated with the producer, Mr. Denison Clift, in the 
preparation of the scenario, and has watched in the studio from 
day to day, with growing interest and increasing admiration, the 
acting of the chief players in the cast, which includes, in 
addition to’Miss Compton and Miss Binney, such fine artistes as 
Mr. Henry Victor, Mr. Henry Vibart, Mr. Fewlass Llewellyn, 
Miss Dora Gregory and, last but not least, Mr. Malcolm Keen, 
who, by teandean, repeats for the film his 
unforgettable performance in’ the the St. 
Martin’s Theatre. 


permission of 


stage version at 


The trade show will take place shortly. 
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ANTHOLOGY. . 


B.E.F.’s Fine Series of Tragic Masterpieces told within 
Short Feature Lengths. 


Half-a-dozen one-reelers, full of emotional intensity, form the B.E.F. serie® 
of Sybil Thorndike Productions, in which the great tragedienne 


is seen to great advantage. 


Just the pictures to 


attract lovers of good drama well interpreted. 


extract the tense portion from a story and present it so 
T that it gives a sense of completeness in itself is an 
achievement of which the producer may be proud. 
This difficult operation has been performed by Master Films 
with great success, as the B.E.F. trade show of six of their one- 


ScENE From ‘6 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE. 


reel pictures, ‘f Tense Moments from Famous Plays,’’ trade 
shown at the New Gallery Jast week proved. It was, of course, 
a great triumph to secure Miss Sybil Thorndike for their inter- 
pretation, and one recalls the screening with a vivid sense of 
her intense and powerful acting. She was well supported by 
equally painstaking actors and actresses, but her genius through. 


out was the dominant note. 


‘‘ BLEAK HOUSE.” 


‘“The Lady of the ““Jane Shore,’’ ** Bleak 
House,’’ ‘* The Scarlet Letter,”’ ** The Merchant of Venice,’’ and 
‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame” are laid under contribution 
in these one-reel pictures, and if one were compelled to com- 
parison in treating of them, ** Bleak House’? and ‘t The Lady 
of the. Camelias demand: especial mention: because of the 
dramatic intensity of the climax. Into the very different parts 
of Lady “Dedlock and Marguerite Gautier, Miss Thorndike 
entered in a remarkable way, and the two visits to the pauper's 


Camelias,”’ 


on 


grave of her ne’er-do-well lover, which might in other hands 


have degenerated into mere sentiment were instinct with 
poignant sorrow and evoked the sympathetic thrill in’ the 


spectator, Associated with her in this picture were Betty Doyle 
as Lady Dedlock’s daughter, while the part of Fulikinghorn 


might have stepped out of Cruickshank’s drawings. 


“THE CAMELIAS.” 


In the ‘ Camelias’ ”’ story Miss Thorndike’s parts of lover 
and courtesan were equally well played, and a striking piece 
of acting was well brought out by the camera in the scene where 


Marguerite, in response to a request from her lover's father, 
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leaves the boy and returns to an old roué, a former patron. Here 
the rapid alternation of loathing and allurement are well 
expressed, a slight turn of head being sufficient to accomplish 
this without discovery. The scene with which the picture ends 
is too quite a tour de force. 


DANCER AND KING’S WOMAN. 

Next to these comes Hugo's great masterpiece, ‘* The Huneh- 
back of Notre Dame,’’ with Miss Thorndike as the gipsy dancer, 
Esmeralda. Into the dancing scene she throws herself with 
vigour and abandon, the strugele with Frollo, the archdeacon, 
and Quasimodo, his hunchback slave, demanding also vigour in 
order that they may be repelled. The murder of Captain 
Phebus is a well-planned scene, and, apart from the rescue of 
Esmeralda by Quasimodo at the where the 
attitude so suddenly changes this picture, demands high praise. 
of Booth Conway as the hunch- 
back, and this performance must be coupled with that of 
Richard Crookback in ‘t Jane Shore,” except for a 
momentary forgetfulness of his withered hand, he gives an 


close, crowd's 


Mention must be made here 


where, , 


excellent presentment in traditional style of the villain, Duke 
of Gloster. 


THE SHAKESPEARE ITEM. 

Tt remains to speak of ** The Merchant of Venice,”’ with Miss 
Thorndike as Portia, and ** The Scarlet Letter’ of Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. The former is familiar to every schoolboy or girl, 
and has thus a particularly wide appeal. The Shylock of Ivan 
Berlyn shows to best advantage in the scene where he protests 
against lending to one who has ** spit upon my Jewish gaber- 
dine’; Portia is best in the trial scene, naturally, although 
with Bassanie earlier there is a scene both beautiful and tender. 


‘A NEW ENGLAND STORY. 


“The Searlet Letter” show to greater 
advantage when screened, as the whole series are intended to be 
as separate features. Screened as it was at the trade show 
between ‘ Bleak House’ and *! The Merchant of Venice,” it 
suffered in such powerful company. The plain dress of Hester 
Prynne, so. reminiscent of a nurse’s uniform, and the 
strenuous acting that the character demands, did not show us 
Miss Thorndike with the prominence that the other plays did, 
while the pastor, Dimmesdale, seemed out of keeping with the 
other characters, A pastor in New England 250 years ago, 
although youthful, did not wear his hair carefully crumped and 
parted in the middle in the fashion of a West End ‘ precious,’ 
and the theatricality of the branding of the ‘A’’ for 
*adulterer ’? upon his breast gave the impression at the time 
of suicide by pistol-shot. 

The keener appreciation of the short film which has lately been 
manifest is most efficaciously ministered to by such pictures as 


will | probably 


less 


the Sybil Thorndike Productions, and one may be pardoned for 
hoping that Master Films will get to work upon other big stories 
and screen their tense moments in the same way, at the same 
length, and, above all, with Miss Thorndike and those supporting 
her to interpret them. No exhibitor need hesitate in booking 
this series. 
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CParamount Gpiclures 


LONDON | TUE 18 DOROTHY DALTON 
NEW GALLERY In 
AT AGM, ae “THE CRIMSON CHALLENGE.” 


GLASGOW : WED 19 | MARION DAVIES in “ BEAUTY’S WORTH.” 


RENFIELD STRE (Created by Cosmopolitan Productions). 


RENFIELD STREET, l July 


LEEDS | TUE 18 DOROTHY DALTON 
arian. | July “THE CRIMSON CHALLENGE.” 


SHEFFIELD WED 19 DOROTHY DALTON 
an July “THE CRIMSON CHALLENGE.” 


MANCHESTER | TUE 18 DOROTHY DALTON 

sian exons nly “THE CRIMSON CHALLENGE.” 
CARDIFF } FRI || MARION DAVIES in ‘ BEAUTY’S WORTH.” 
ley STAERT, ii (Created by Cosmopolitan Productions). 
NEWCASTLE FRI 1 MARION DAVIES in ‘‘ BEAUTY’S WORTH.” 
PICTURE THEATRE, July (Created by Cosmopolitan Productions). 


LIVERPOOL | FRI 9 7 DOROTHY DALTON 

SCALA THEATRE. in 

art AM | July “THE CRIMSON CHALLENGE.” 
BIRMINGHAM | FRI yA DOROTHY DALTON 
wien | July “THE CRIMSON CHALLENGE.” 


MARION DAVIES in ‘‘ BEAUTY’S WORTH.” 
(Created by Cosmopolitan Productions). 


NOTTINGHAM | TUE | 8 


LOUNGE THEATRE, | 
AT 11 AM. . wy 
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THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE “MYSTIC 
EAST.” 


Captured and conveyed in the beautiful Walturdaw pro- 
duction of “The Arabian Nights.” 


An entertainment that will prove an exceptional attraction for any 


Kinema and any class of audience. 


LL the mysticism 
A and romance, the 
garish beauty and 
sensuousness, the — bar- 
baric and 
dramatic intensity of lite 
in the ‘‘ Mystic East” 
are to be found in abun- 
dance, pressed down and 


splendour, 


overflowing, in the beau- 
tiful version of ‘ The 
Arabian Nights,’’ — pre- 
sented to a crowded trade 
eathering by the Waltur- 
daw Company at the Lon- 
don Alhambra on Tues- 
day morning. 


A SERIES OF BEAU- 
TIFUL SCENES. 


Stage and screen have 
both demonstrated — ad- 
mirably what a wonder- 
ful subject for picturesque treatment is provided by stories of 
this type. But we doubt whether any previous attempt to por- 
tray the Eastern romance which has come down to us from the 
distant ages can, for sheer artistry, compare with this beautiful 
French picture. The true atmosphere of the East, illusive 
and indescribable as it is, is here. Lighting, settings, 
characterisation, dress and temperament, we have them all. 
Drama, intense .in its barbarity; love, sensuous, romantic and 
passionate by turn; wide expanses of silent desert traversed by 
long strings of camels Jaden with merchandise; great court 
scenes, in which beautiful women made for love, and men fired 
with passionate desire, fulfil their destiny, and meet their 
allotted fate. 

As a result the film play benefits to the extent that 
we have a connected and highly dramatie series of incidents 
woven into a perfect whole, and providing an entertainment 
that will prove an exceptional attraction for any kinema, and 
any class of audience, provided care be taken to exploit the 
picture properly, and fully to acquaint the public of its 
unusual beauty and attractiveness. 


ScENE FROM ‘‘THE ARABIAN NIGHTs.”’ 


A FASCINATING STORY. 

The version of these world-famous stories presented to the 
London trade on Tuesday morning is not the story of ‘ta 
thousand and one nights,’’ but of three. The Caliph Shahryar, 
according to the recital pictured on the screen, had a habit of 
marrying a wife every day and slaying her the following morn- 
ing, until he took Shahrazad to his bosom. She conceived the 
idea of so engrossing him in stories that he allowed her execu- 
tion to pass and, eventually, put away the idea of slaying her. 
In the first of these stories Goul-Y-Hanar, a princess, was ship- 
wrecked on a foreign shore. Her thanksgiving to Allah is over- 
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heard by fishermen who drag her before the Sultan and accuse 
her of the crime of praying to Allah, and she is sentenced to 
death. She escapes through the clemency of Prince Soleiman, 
who, later, is about to suffer death for 2 similar offence, when 
a miracle happens and all his enemies are turned into stone. 
Goul-Y-Hanar, famishing in the desert, is rescued by a caravan, 
is taken back to the Infidel City and there she meets Soleiman 
and they leave the petrified city Jaden with the Sultan's 
treasures. 

Hero and heroine. are pursued by desert robbers, who take 
them to another Sultan, who sends Goul-Y-Hanar to his hareimn, 
and condemns Soleiman to be bound to a heavy wheel for life. 
He escapes, enters the harem, attempts the princess’s rescue, 
fails, and retires to the woods. Here he sees slaves burying a 
heavy box, and finds, after frightening the slaves away, that it 
contains the body of Goul-Y-Hanar. The two then start for the 
palace of the princess's father. She tells her story, her father 
abdicates in Solciman’s favour, and Goul-Y-Hanar becomes his 
bride. 


ONE WORD OF CRITICISM. 


In merest outline that is the story which the picture tells 
with such a wealth of detail, and in a series of scenes of 
exquisite beauty. We have only one note of criticism to make. 
The film is so good that its exploiters might well aim at making 
it more nearly perfect. To do this it would, in our opinion, 
be necessary to sacrifice a considerable amount of footage in 
order to speed the action in places, and avoid somewhat irritating 
repetition. This, we understand, is to be done. At the same 
time it would considerably improve the film if a few of the 
sub-titles, which are verbose and somewhat 
loosely constructed, were rewritten, and certain obvious mis- 
tukes were corrected. 


unnecessarily 


This done, *‘ The Arabian Nights '’ should prove a first-class 
proposition for every picture theatre in the country. ; 


Scexe From ‘‘ THe Arapran Nicats.”’ 
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B.N.F.L.’s Program. 
LTHOUGH during the first three weeks of August, the 
A British National Film. League have no trade showings 
in London, their program includes two previous — to 
August and two during the last fortnight of that month. Jury’s 
ure releasing ‘* A Sailor Tramp,’’ to be trade shown on the 
20th inst., and Gaumont’s ‘t A Soul’s Awakening ’’ on the 27th, 
On August 24 Butcher's are trade showing ‘* Son of WNissing 
Cup,”’ and Gaumont ** Reb Roy “’ on the 8st. All these shows 
are fixed for the New Gallery. 


A New Type of Condenser. 

The Gaumont Co., Lid., is just putting on the market a new 
type of condenser, the merits of which should appeal to 
exhibitors on the alert to improve their projection, The device, 
which is fully protected, has the effect of at once greatly 
increasing the luminosity of the picture, and adding to the 
whiteness of the light, and it can be fitted not only to the 
Gaumont Chrono De Luxe projection apparatus, but also to 
machines of all makes. The improvement is really wonderful, 
and the Gaumont sales departmeat in Sherwood Street will be 
pleased to give personal and individual demonstrations — to 
exhibitors who are interested. 


‘* The Crimson Challenge.’’ 


To be trade shown on Tuesday next (July 18) at the New 
Gallery Kinema by Famous-Lasky, ‘* The Crimson Challenge,” 
Dorothy Dalton’s new Paramount picture, is described as 9 
thrilling Western drama, in which the star portrays a fearless 
woman who leads the settlers of an oppressed valley against a 
man who preys upon the people and perpetrates all kinds of out- 
rages. Eventually she beats him in a two-gun encounter, rids 
the valley of its oppressors and, incidentally, avenges the murder 
of her father at the villain’s hands. Jack Mower is the leading 
man of the picture, which was directed by Paul Powell. 


Scexge rrom ‘* THe Crimson CHALLENGE.” 
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The Week’s Trade « 


Artistic Slides. 


We are desirous of drawing the attention of our readers to 
the Coloured ‘* King ’’ Slides ot Ignatius Doff, an advertisement 
of which appeared in our last issue. From this announcement 
the word ** King’ was by some inadvertence unfortunately 
omitted. In order that there may be no misunderstanding 
regarding these slides, which renters and exhibitors throughout 
the country appreciate for their artistic qualities, it is necessary 
to lay emphasis upon the word omitted last weck. These slides 
are particularly attractive in character, and renters desiring 
these or specially prepared pictures for their films would do 
well to get in touch with Mr. Doff at Gladiator Works, Chorlton- 
cum-Hardy, Manchester. 


Pinero’s ‘‘ Profligate ’’ Pictured. 


Yet another Pinero play has been adapted for the screen, ‘The 
Profilgate,’’ which Moss Empires exhibited to the London trade 
on Wednesday under the title, *‘ The Truth About Husbands,”’ 
With Anna Lehr as Janet Preece, the suburban librarian who 
learns the worth of true love too late, and May McAvoy as Leslie 
Brownell, an unsophisticated schoolgirl hurried into marriage, are 
ussociated H. E. Herbert, Klizabeth Garrison, Richard Gordon, 
fvo Dawson, Arthur Rankin, and Lorraine Frost. Pinero’s clever 
dialogue is carried on by cleverly-chosen sub-titles, and the 
dramatic and moving scene with which the drama closes is one 
that playgoers who remember the play will look forward to with 
interest. A full review of the picture will appear in our next 
issue. 


Eating His Head Off. 

The old established firm of Huntley and Palmers, of Reading, 
have not been slow to realise the value of film characters in 
connection with their business. They have introduced a tooth- 
some little biscuit in the shape of the well-known head of Jackie 
Coogan, and the large tin, which holds about 74 Ibs., bears a 
very attractive label showing a picture of Jackie Coogan in colour. 
The manufacturers are advertising the biscuit in a large number 
of seaside resorts by means of posters, and such publicity ought 
to focus attention upon houses where Jackie Coogan films are 
being shown. Altogether quite a good advertising stunt, and 
one upon the arrangement of which Messrs. Pathé Freres are 
to be congratulated. 


Simultaneous Release Endeavour. 

The recent promise of the European Motion Picture Co., Ltd., 
to use every effort to make the British release date of 
Universal films as nearly simultaneous with the American 
release date as possible, is about to be realised. Mr. Edwin 
J. Smith, the company’s managing director, announces that 
‘“Human Hearts,’ a Universal Jewel super production, 
featuring House Peters and an all-star cast, which is down for 
release in the States in October, will be released in November 
this year in Great Britain. Mr. Smith states that this close 
association of release dates is merely another indication of Mr. 
Carl Lacmnile’s intention of not only giving the exhibitors the 
opportunity of getting away from some of the evils of the past, 
but also of his anxiety to assure the exhibitor of a constant 
supply of subjects fresh from the studios. 
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Carpentier in Dual Role. 

Georges Carpentier interested a specially invited audience 
last week at the film studio where he is appearing in a picture 
under the direction of Stuart Blackton. Carpentier first played 
a series of scenes as Merodach, the gipsy, and followed this 
by his appearance in several scenes as Valerius Carew, a 
dilettante young aristocrat, with snuffbox, lorgnette, and lace- 
edged handkerchief. 


‘* Dick Turpin ’’ Nearly Completed. 

The making of ‘*Dick Turpin’s Ride to York ’’ is almost com- 
pleted, and the Stoll Film Co. anticipate being shortly able to 
announce its trade show. Matheson Lang, it is said, makes an 
ideal ** Dick Turpin,’? and Maurice Elvey is proud of the cast 
he has gathered for this great picture. In addition to the hero 
there are Isobel Elsom, Maleolm Ted, Cecil Humphreys, Lewis 
Gilbert, Mdme. d’Esterre, Norman Page, James English, and 
Somers Bellamy. 


F.B.O. London Trade Shows. 


F.B.O. announce London trade shows next week of ** The 
Rowdy.” to be held on July 24 and 25: Dr. Jim "* on July 17 
and 18, and ‘* A Parisian Scandal "’ on July 19 and 21. All these 
will be held in their private theatre. They also announce tho 
trade show of ‘* Romance of the Rosary "’ on Thursday (July 
29) at the Shaftesbury Pavilion at 11-15 a.m. As the demand 
for invitations for this subject is already heavy, readers are 
advised to obtain tickets without delay. 


Exploitation Helps. 

To assist exhibitors who are booking Pearl Films thrill serial, 
‘* A Dangerous Adventure,”’ a publicity campaign book has been 
issued by them which will be welcomed by those who wish to 
exploit this picture. Illustrations of coarse screen half-tone and 
line blocks are included, together with representations of stills, 
posters, and banners. A brief synopsis and list of titles of the 
fifteen episodes is also included. 


William Farnum as Edward Kean. 


Based upon the life of the celebrated English tragedian, 
Edmund Kean, the greatest actor of his dav, ‘A Stage 
Romance,”? which Fox is showing at the London Alhambra on 
Wednesday next, is said to possess much dramatie and romantic 
incident. In the role of Fdmund Kean, sprung from the lowly 
origin of circus boy to the pedestal of the idol of theatre-goers, 
William Farnum has great opportunity to interpret — the 
dramatic situations which lead to the climax. 


Song and Picture. 


The European Motion Picture Co., Ltd., have arranged a 
“tie-up " of the Universal Jewel, ‘* Second-Hand Rose,”’ with 
Messrs. Keith Prowse and Co.'s song of the same name, this 
famous firm owning the rights of the sone for Great Britain. 
Mr. Walter Wanger, who has already shown ‘* Second-Hand 
Rose *’ at the Rivoli, London, adopted the “tie-up? by 
engaging an artiste to sing the song before each presentation 
of the picture. In the lobby he had a gramophone playing 
“ Second-Hand Rose.” 
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‘‘ The Man from Blankleys.’’ 

The Gaumont Co., Ltd., announce that the next Realart 
picture to be shown will be an adaptation of the famous play in 
which Sir Charles Hawtrey made such a big London success, 


‘The Man from Blanklevs,” written by F. Anstey, Robert 
Warwick, who is featured with Bebe Daniels, was for some 
time an amateur boxing champion of Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, and his opponent in the film is Kid McCoy. 


‘* Romance of the Rosary.’’ 

F.B.O. announce that they will present ‘* Romance of the 
Rosary.’” Described as a new classic of the screen’s dramatic 
art, ‘* Romance of the Rosary,’’ F.B.O.'s latest super-produc- 
tion is to be trade shown at the Shaftesbury Pavilion on 
Thursday, July 20, at 11-15 a.m. Lewis S. Stone is scen in 
the leading male réle as the kind and gentle priest, around 
whom a powerful and dramatic romance is woven. Other 


” 


prominent stars are Jane Novak and Robert Gorden as the 
lovers, Wallace Beery as an envious and greedy trouble-maker, 
Eugenie Besserer as the widow who sacrifices her life for her 
son, Mildred June as the foolish girl who finally learns to 
liscriminate between true love and the false, and Dore David- 
son, as one who loves his fellow-men. The spectacular and 
thrilling side of the production has not been overlooked, and 
many of the mob scenes are said to be of exceptional strength. 
F.B.0. also announce ‘f The White Horseman,’’ a Universal 
serial, and ‘* The Birth of a Nation,’ the fine spectacular D. W. 
Griffith drama, which is to be released at an early date. 


A Hollandia Film. 

Granger's have acquired a new Maurice H. Binger production 
entitled ‘‘ Was She Guilty? ’ which they will shortly present 
to the trade. It is a mystery story, and is said to contain 
excitement in plenty and a charming love interest. A rogue is 
murdered to save the name of a young girl, and two different 
people firmly believe that they have committed the crime. 
Gertrude McCoy is the featured player, and she is supported by 
Lewis Willoughby, W. A. Freshman, and Zoe Palmer. 


Scene From ‘‘ Was Snug Guiry?” 
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THE VERDICT 


at the TRADE SHOW in 


MANCHESTER 


LAST TUESDAY of 


THE ROCKS 
: OF LIFE : 


was 


“THUMBS UP!” 
The reason ? 


Because it is one of 
the most finely produced, 
strong society dramas 
seen for a long time. 


(elelelsleleleleleleleielele 


The acting is superb. 


Get in touch with 


C. LIONEL GILLING, 


Phone: City 247. (GILLINGS KINEMA ENTERPRISES) Wires: ‘“ Photoplays.’’ 
87 & 89 Corporation Street, Manchester, 
Liverpool: 5 Cases Street. 
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ROUND THE MANCHESTER TRADE. 


THE WEEK’S ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTHERN CENTRE. 


Exploitation—Lester’s ‘‘ Crusoe '’—Kinema Club—Preston Happy—Vivid’s Next—Gilling’s Two. 


UNDERSTAND thar the new Piccadilly Picture House will 
be opened gbhortly before the Royal. These two palatial 
buildings will add close on five thousand seats to the city's 
capacity. It follows that the possible competition 
between the first-run houses will follow. | Owing to the fact 
that heavy capital is at stake in most cases, it is essential that 


keenest 


big support must be won in the ease of the new places, and 
retained by the established theatres. Now, owing to the com- 
petition, it seems to me that the managements which are best 
able efficiently to exploit their programs in forceful and original 
fashion are those which are going to get the bulk of the business. 


A Friendly Tussle. 


Such methods will become necessary in all cases, and it will 
be intensely interesting to watch the developments. Out of 
this friendly tussle should) cieerge many features that will 
prove of lasting value to the trade generally. Is it not possible 
to lessen the competition by increasing the demand—by  tap- 
ping phases of the public not patronising pictures regularly? 
The theatres and musie are good enough, exploitation of the 
programs and publicity will du it. T await the outcome with 
great interest. 


The ‘‘ Robinson Crusoe ’’ Feature. 


The seven-reel French version of Defoe’s immortal story. so 
well reecived in London last week, has been secured for the 
Laneashire territory by Mr. Albert Lester. He is to be con- 
gratulated on his enterprise in this direction, in fact, the rapid 
growth of his business is a demonstration of his acumen in selce- 
tion and general ability. Suecessful loeal independent renting 
houses are a real asset to the exlibitor and illustrate the healthy 
nature cf business. ‘* Robinson Crusoe will be trade shown 
at the Winter Gardens, Manchester, on Tuesday next, and at 
the Futurist, Liverpool, on Wednesday next, at IL a.m. in 
both cases. Mr. Lester is opening out in Liverpcol. 


Kinema Club Change. 


Mr. *' Jerry’ 
secretary to the elub. He will be remembered as cone of the 
pioneers of renting in Manchester, His later activities have 
been in the direction of film production and camera work. His 
ability and pleasing personality should enable him successfully 
to fill the gap left through Mr. A. C.J. Wainwright leaving to 
take over in Yorkshire for Mr. FE. G. Milloy. While expressing 
all geod wishes to Mr. Somers Iam sure Toam voicing the 


Somers has now been officially appointed 


general view in recording the appreciation of the trade in regard 
to Mr. Wainwright's reeent services. 


A P.P. Explanation. 


Mr. J. Carmen, of Provincial Productions, desires me te 
state that George Cart, late of the Dillon Trading Co., Ltd., is 
not connected with’ his company, either as representative or 
otherwise. 


Seats that Suit. 


Mr. E. Sharp, the local agent for Messrs. Turner, the 
Birmingham furnishing firm, must scll seats of this varicty, as 


Google 


he hag reeently completed several big contracts and has many 
others in hand, Mr. Sharp can also supply all types of acces. 
sories, electrical fitments, and so on. Mr. W. Beevers, the 
local trade's greatest optimist, is still the outside representative. 


The Fit Survive. 


This applics to the Vivid Film Co. in a dual sense Just now. 
Mr. Sunderland and Mr. West assure me that they are not 
ealy surviving, but moving on to biguer things, one of which 
is their new film, ‘ The Survival of the Fittest." They have 
the U.K. rights of this subject, and will trade show it in Man- 
chester shortly, and also offer the territorial rights. It is 
interesting to note that the Eddie Lvons and Lee Moran five- 
reel comedy, @ La, La, Lucilléf’ was a very big suecess when 
released at the Gaiety, Manchester, the other day. [I remember 
the favourable reception of this * at the trade show 
and the many showmien who booked it have a splendid chance 
It will repay the trouble 


serenm "° 


to show their ability in exploitation, 
and outlay, 


Preston Happy. 


It is good tomect Mr. T. Preston these days. The Muropean 
Company's ‘ Robinson Crusoe" serial is going extremely well, 
and ‘ The Leather Pushers,’ based on the novel by H.C. 
Witmer. has aleo been exceedingly well booked. * Human 


Hearts," shown last Wednesday, is the latest offering. 
Pee GD 


Gilling Again. 


To bring his output up te date, Mr. Gilling showed at the 
Kinema Clab on Tuesday last) two features.‘ The Rocks of 
Life and *' The Love Swindle.’ Both subjects were well 
received, particularly ** The Rocks of Life’ At both his Man- 
chester and Liverpool addresses Mr. Gilling carries a large and 
well-agsorted stock of aecessories, and is also able to supply 
full electrical! equipments at short notice. This is another 
intance of the local independent renter making progress, and 
it is a pleasure to record these facts. 


Progress Shows. 


Following on their ‘* When Greck Meets Greek "’ success, the 
Progress Film Co. will submit on Wednesday next at 
Gaiety, Manchester, and Friday next at the Palais de) Luxe, 
Liverpool, °° The Lilac Sunbonnet.”” Time, 11 asm. in each 
instance. There is a fine rustic flavour about this title whieh 
whets the appetite, especially as there are many clever Scottish 
exterior seenes in the film, and that natural actress, Joan Morgan, 
The film is based on one of S. R. Crockett's 
novels and was produced by Siduey Morgan fer Progress British 
Photoplays, Ltd, 


the 


plays the heroine, 


David Carr Weddcd. 


The marriage of this popular representative of the Progress 
Co,, to Miss Raie Covel, was solemnised at the Central Svna- 
gogue, Cheetham Hill. on Tuesday last. The happy couple go 
to London and on to Shoreham. where the Progress Studio is 
located, for the honesimoon, Congratulations ! 
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THE TRADE IN LIVERPOOL. 


(By our own Correspondent.) 


‘‘The Four Seasons’? Warmly Received Locally—Ideal’s Short Features Booming—A Popular Resort at 
New Brighton—The ‘‘ Palace Site ’'— Famous-Lasky Activity— 
And Other Renting Notes. 


R. HARRY ROWSON, managing director of the Ideal 
M Film Co., availed himself of the opportunity afforded 
: by his recent visit to the Merseyside to attend the 
trade show of “The Four. Seasons.’ The event came off in 
the Prince of Wales Picture House, Clayton Square, where au 
numercus and representative onlooking axseinbled, | Both Mr. 
Rowson and Mr. Fk. W. Ingram (the courteous Liverpool manager 
of Ideal) were afterwards the recipients of many congratulations 
on the part of exhibiters as to the all-round excellence of the 
film, which, gererally speaking, was prephesicd to be ‘a certain 
winner.” The Four Sessons’* is due for release at the end 
of October. Meanwhile inquiries regarding this most recent 
addition to the Ideal offerings are coming in at a satisfactory 
rate, 


Short Features Booming. 

An inquiry from Mr. Ingram as to the condition of business 
vonerally elicited the welcome tidings that inquiries for the Ideal 
short features are becoming increasingly numerous. In the 
main these features consist of wholesome comedies and two-reel 
dramas and novelties. From = the volume of inquiries forth- 
coming for these films it may be safely argued that exhibitors 
are beginning to realise what a tremendeus amount of good a 
film like that great favourite, ° Th» Runaway Express,”? which 
was the forerunner of these short features, can do them, And, 
that being so, exhibitors out for business will be consulting their 
interests, as well as those of the shareholders in the enterprises 
with which they are connected, if they effect further bookings ol 
Ideal short features. 


An Advertising Novelty. 

Ere leaving the Ideal I must mention the latest idea of this 
enterprising renting establislinent. They have evolved a distinet 
advertising novelty. This takes the form of a solid) French 
polished mahogany frame, with vilt mounting -the size of the 
frame is about four feet by three—for the reception of 
posters advertising the ‘ wares "" of the Ideal Co. The one Mr. 
Ingram showed me contained an artistic sheet devoted to both 
pictorial and letterpress display of the Tdeal * Wonderful 
Nature? series. The novelty of the idea is a revolving head- 
piece with four sides bearing the four following signs, which 
inay be displayed to suit the occasions, viz., ° Showing Monday 
Next,’ ‘* Showing Thursday Next," ‘* Coming Shortly,’ and 
“Now Showing.” The device is one which should commend 
itself to exhibitors. 


A Popular Resort. 

At the Wallasey Licensing Sessions It week an application 
was made on behalf of Mr. George ‘Temperley, managing 
director of the recently opened Trocadero Kinema, which 
occupies a commanding site in Wietoria Road, New Brighton's 
main thoroughfare, for a music and singing ficence in’ respect 
of week days. The magistrates approved the application. — I 
might mention that, under the namaging directorship of Mr. 
Temperley and the acting management of Mr. C,H. Hankinson, 
the Trocadero is proving a valuable and also well-justified 
addition to the amusement amenities of New Brighton, The 
symphony orchestra is proving a much-appreciated feature of 
the venture. All that is best and latest in the way of film 
production is regularly shown at this establishment, and for 
the latter half of the present weck the management had booked 
the first series of the Gficial kinematographic record of the Prince 
of Wales’s Indian tour, 


» Google 


The ‘‘ Palace Site.’’ 


Mention of the Cheshire side of the Meisey reminds me that 
there is much heart-burning, and also, too, great diversity of 
cpinion, in’ Wallasey at) present as toe what shall be done with 
what is knewn as the ** Palace Site,” an extensive plot of land 
fronting on to the Promenade, and formerly occupied by a 
flcurishing dancing establishment called the Palace and other 
enterprises. Until recently, and for some time past, the ground 
has been utilised ag oa fun fair, under the «gis of Mr. Pat 
Collins, Jun., who is alsc the proprietor of the Palace Cinema 
and Tivoli, New Brighton, and the Hippodrome at the southern 
end of the borough, Mr. W. W. Kelly, the present) propricter 
of the Shakespeare Theatre, Liverpool, and formerly proprietor 
of the Royal, Birkenhead (since converted into a picturedrome), 
and Kelly's Theatre, Liverpool, responded to an invitation to 
vive his views as to what could most profitably be done with 
the Palace site. 

In connection therewith ** WoW." has incurred the displeasure 
of Mr. Wm. Lard, of Church Street, Wallasey, who writes : 
“To ohardly know why Mr. Kelly was asked to give his views, 
He does not live in Wallasey, and knows little of the subject. 
Besides, surely we have enough kinemas lere--indecd, far too 
many.’’ After all, there would be little variety in life if every- 
body thought alike. And. for myself, I have considerable respect 
for the opinions of ‘* W.W.,”? who is one of the most successful 
amusement purveyors who ever settled in the Merseyside and 
wave its great population the benefit of his catering abilities. | 
doubt not but Mr. Kelly will successfully weather the criticism 
of Mr, Lard. 


Sage Advice. 

Chancing the other day across a circular issued in connection 
with propaganda in the direction. of increased membership by 
a well-known Friendly Society, T found what can only be 
construed as an appreciative allusion to the advertising value 
of the kinema. Says the author of the circular, ‘Advertise the 
soviety and its benefits on the sereen at your local kinema,” 
and he also conveys this advice te present members of the 
society, Talk about it (the society) in the kinema, the theatre,” 
ete, Very sage advice, too. 


Famous-Lasky Activity. 

Fresh from his holiday in the bracing atmosphere of Grange. 
over-Sands, H. D. Nisbet was looking remarkably well when I 
called upon him at Famous-Lasky's office in Dale Street the 
other day. Famous-Lasky local activities recently include a 
trade show of ‘ Fool's Paradise,’ a production in the making 
of which the services of anall-star east had been requisitioned. 
On Friday, at the Sewa, Famous-Lasky'’s had a trade view of a 
rollicking comedy draina with the alluring title, ‘Is Matrimony 
a Failure? " whieh has been produced by a galaxy of stars. This 
is a Paramount production nearly six thousand feet in length, 
and is due for release towards the end of July, 1928. 

By the way, J. C. Graham, the managing director of the 
Famous-Lazky organisation, who visited Liverpool in connect’on 
with the recent Summer Conference of the C.E.A., looked in on 
the local staff and was most cneouraging in his observations and 
sugeestions as to the firm's forthcoming program. 

Jack Green, one of Famous-Lasky's outside representatives in 
this territory, was on the eve of departure for his annual vacation 
when J] saw him the other day. 


(Continued at foot of next page). 
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ALLEGED FILM TRADE FRAUD. 


Glasgow Man Charged. 
OBERT CHAMBERS AIPKEN (47), epp-arcd at Gla-gow 
R Central Police Court last week on a charge of having, 
between February 1 and March 31, 1622, fraudulently 
cbtained £400 from a man by pretending that he was interested 
in several picture nouse and film renting companie-, all of which 
were in a sound financcal pos.tion, and each paying a dividend 
of 40 per cent. for the previous year. 
lt is also alleged that accused said if the man would invest 
£400 in the concerns he would appoint him a traveller with the 
film renting companies ut a salary of £4 per week and 5 per 
cent. commission, and thereby induced t!e man to deliver £400 ; 
and further, that on March 25 he issued to the man a cheque 
for £4 drawn on the Bank of Scotland, well knowing that he 
had no funds in the bank to meet the cheque. 
The accused was rem.tted to the Sheriff. 


KINEMA PATRON’S ACCIDENT. 


Forty Pounds Damages against Picture Theatre 
Company. 


ORTY pounds damages and costs were awarded on Monday 
lust at Southwark to Mrs. Alice Mold against Terry’s 
Theatre Kinema, Strand, London, for personal injuries. 

Through her counsel it was stated that Mrs. Mold, with her 
husband, a police constable, visited the theatre in January last. 
The only available accommodation was in the gallery, and to 
reach it they kad to go by a steep staircase which was badly 
lighted, with the result that the plaintiff fell, and was injured 
seriously. 

Notwithstanding the evidence given by the liecensce and 
manager of the theatre that the lighting arrangements were 
quite adequate, judgment was given for the plaintiff as above 
recorded. 
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JOHN G. AVERY JOINS PICTOS, 
LIMITED. 


I. are pleased to 

hear that Mr. 

John G, Avery 

has joined the director- 
ate of Pictos, Ltd., the 
ol Acton, 
full con- 


film printers, 
and will be in 
trol of their West 
End cfhees at > Beck 
House, 91, Shaftesbury 
Avenue, W.1. As is well 
known, Mr. Avery is one 
of the first technical 
experts in the trade, and 
tictos, Ltd., have built 
up their reputation on 


new 


ork which is of the 
highest — order. This 
combination will be of 


the 
trade, having regard to 
the popularity of Mr. 
Avery on the one hand 
and the good name borne 
by Pietos, Ltd., on the 
cther, and there should be a great increase in the company‘s 
turnover. 

Although the trade has passed through a very lean time, it 
speaks well that Pictos, Ltd., are already contemplating build- 
ing more capacious premises on the available land which they 
have at their disposal and increasing their plant accordingly. 
Pending this extension, their laboratories will be open day and 
night to meet all contingencies that may arise. Mr. G. H. 
Cricks, late of the Croydon Film Company and a well-known 
character in the kinematograph trade, is joining Mr. Avery in 
lis endeavours to push the interests of Pictos, Ltd. 


ereat interest — to 


Mr. Joun G,. Avery. 


(Continued from previous page.) 


Two-Reel Western Dramas. 

Walturdaw’s have just released the first of the two-reel 
Western dramas featuring Irving Cummings. Up to the present 
the demand for these films has quite come up to expectation. 
Indeed, wherever presented they have proved a welcome addition 
to the program an:l have been much appreciated by patrons. So 
impressed are Walturdaw’s with the success of the two-reel length 
of film that they feel justified in shortly placing upon the market 
a series of dramas—in all probability totalling about two dozen— 
ot which the initial six titles will be announced at an early date. 
These are all-British productions. 


‘* Love’s Crucible ’’ and the Byron Film. 

** Love's Crucible’? a Swedish Biograph special film, produced 
by Victor Seastrom and handled by the Gaumont Co., was shown 
for the benefit of the trade on Wednesday, in the Scala in the 
forenoon and in Gaumont’s own the afternoon. 
Gaumont’s had two exhibitions for trade purposes on 
Tuesday, at the Scala in the morning and in their own theatre 
in the afternoon, of ‘*A Prince of Lovers.’’ This is a ‘‘ British 
Screencraft '’ production and is popularly known as the ‘* Byron 
Film,” dealing, as it does, with the romance of the celebrated 
English poet. Both films were well received by the exhibitors 
present. 


theatre in 
also 


‘* Silver Wings.’’ 

At the Trocadero Kinema on Tuesday this week Fox’s had 
@ private screening of their special production, ‘‘ Silver Wings,” 
a film enacted by an all-star cast led by Mary Carr, whose name 
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will ever be associated with the great Fox winner, ‘ Over the 
Hill.’ There. was a numerous and appreciative onlooking. 


‘* The Rosary.”’ 

An interesting mem. from Wilf. Baines, of Premier Services, 
Ltd. He has just purchased a copy of ‘t The Rosary,’”’ featuring 
Kathleen Williams. ‘t The Rosary ’’ is a famous Selig produc- 
tion in seven reels—admittedly one of the best pictures of ‘* The 
Rosary "? that has ever been produced—and one that admirably 
lends itself to the introduction of vocal effects. 


Walturdaw Futures. 

On behalf of Walturdaw’s F, P. Mayues had a trade show at 
the Futurist on Friday of ‘‘ The Return of Mary,’’ in which the 
star part is taken by May Allison. ‘* The Return of Mary ’” is 
an effective domestic drama, and is certainly deserving of a 
place on the bill of any up-to-date picture hall. In further 
conversation with ‘* F.P.’’ and their Manchester outside repre- 
sentative, Arthur Leslie, I learned that there had been a trade 
presentation at the Alhambra, London, on the previous Tuesday, 
of the new Walturdaw production, ‘* The Arabian Nights,’’ and 
*\ F.P.”? hopes to be able shortly to make the necessary arrange- 
ments for the local trade view, the date of which will be duly 
announced. I additionally gleaned the information that S. A. 
Jones, the general manager of Walturdaw’s interests in Lanca- 
shire, was proceeding to London to attend a private demonstra- 
tion at the Surrey Theatre of the Marconiphone. 


Mr. Albert Lester, of Orme's Buildings, Manchester, wishes 
me to record the fact that he has appointed Mr. J. Suttle as 
his representative in the Liverpool area. 


Or 
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TRADE IN THE YORKSHIRE TERRITORY. 


(By our Leeds Correspondent.) 


Damaged Films—* Lifts’? by the Way—Eye-strain Restrictions—Stoll's Current List— 
Film Hawking Complaint. 


R. ob. OM. RUSH, the popular secretary of the Leeds 
branch of the C.BVA., has given local exhibitors his 
impressions of the summer conference in Liverpool. 

He draws attention to the address of Mr. Gavazzi King, the 
C.EVA. seeretary, who gave various hints to exhibitors, | One 
point Mr. Rush emphasised was the importance of an exhibitor 
at once reporting the receipt of a damaged fila. Too often (he 
savs) an exhibitor receiving a damaged film: runs it once or 
twice before reporting the matter, and that, of course, makes 
him liable for the damage. An exhibitor should report the 
damave imanediately on receipt of the film to the renter and 
request a representative to inspect it before it is shown, 


‘‘ Lifts '’ by the Way. 

Mr. Charles Thompson has had a busy season with L.I.F.T.'s 
new program, a series of striking pictures, capitally produced 
and presented, and rich in plot. The *t Theodora ’’ film needs 
little comment here. The Covent Garden suecess has been a 
rare attraction to exhibitors, and I understand it has proved 
extremely popular among exhibitors throughout this extensive 
territory. ‘ The Second Mrs. Tanqueray “" is a subject that can 
also speak for itself, and the other pictures, if less familiar in 


title, maintain as good standard of excellence, '* The Flaming 


Waltz,’ ‘* Shadow of a Throne,’ and ‘* A] Woman's Con- 
fession ’’ complete a fine offering. 


Concerning Restrictions. 


Arising out of conference subjects, a discussion took place at 
the July meeting of the Leeds and District C.E.A. regarding eve- 
strain. Mr. J. Mackenzie raised the inquiry and Mr. T. H. Kaye 
(chairman) replied that the matter was not being lost sight of, 
but the C.E.A. were waiting for a good test case to bring into 
the courts. Mr. John Claughton asked whether Birmingham was 
the only town which had taken action regarding eve-strain, Mr. 
Kaye said it was the only town that had adopted eve-strain 
regulations for new halls. In Birmingham they were also trying 
to adapt them to old halls. Up to the present they were not 
drawing a hard and fast line about sereens being at least thirty 
feet from the nearest seats, but no doubt that would be the 
rext step. It was mentioned also that the West Riding County 
Council had now made it a condition to the Jicence that no child 
of school age should be admitted to picture houses in their area 
during school hours, 


Stoll’s Current List. 

Stoll’s current list is peculiarly attractive. The subjects are 
strong, the titles good, and the productions excellent through- 
out. ** Suspicious Wives “" has had a fine reception, Featuring 
Mollie King, it is a film by John M. Stahl, the producer of 
“The Child Thou Gavest Me.’ ‘ Whispering Shadows ’’ is the 
screen version of Walter Hackett’s story, and ‘ The Uncon- 
quered) Woman" “The Problem Etcrnal"’ ure attractive 
lines. The“ Sins of the Parents ” picture is also a‘ hit.’ This 
is one of the best films Allan Dwan has produced. Mr. Ralph 
Hanbury tells me the eeries has had an excellent send-off in 
this territory, and adds that the ‘* Dick Turpin "’ picture is 
going to exceed all expectations. It has been widely booked, 
and this is a case of the early birds getting the worm. | 


and 


Film Hawking Complaint. 


A serious complaint concerning film hawking has been raised 
in Taeds and is being taken further. When the Leeds and 
District Exhibitors assembled for the July meeting the chair- 
man (Mr, T. H. Kaye) asked if any members had any experience 
of the practice of hawking films. He had heard of a recent case 
which he was taking steps to bring before the notice of the 
special committee in) London appointed to deal with such 
matters, 

An exhibitor of his acquaintance signed a contract for certain 
films at avreed prices with a man in Leeds. A month later he 
found that one of these films had been sent to his opposition 
at the same price at which he had booked it, and on inquiring 
was informed that a second film was not for him, but was going 
to another firm who were opening a new kinema theatre in the 
same town, * There is something radically wrong about a state 
of things of this eort,’? said Mr. Kaye, who added that he had 
heard of eases where a man’s contract was taken and shown to 
another exhibitor for the purpose of securing a higher price for 
the same film from a rival. 


Three Days’ Option. 

In the brief discussion that followed, Mr. J. Jesson held that 
they ought to be able to get a duplicate of the contract made 
out at the time they signed and to hold it until) confirmation 
arrived. The Chairman pointed out, however, that the head 
offices in London would not do this. He thought a better way 
would be to have a tiree days" option, 


FILM MAKING AT BOURNEMOUTH 


Alleged Frauds. 


T Marlborough Street Police Court Gus Elen, jun., 23, no 
fixed abode, actor and producer, appeared last week, 
accused of obtaining £50 by false pretences with intent 

to defraud from Albert Colly Monk, clerk, of Scawen Road, 
Deptford, 
The accused's 


method was outlined by the prosecuting 
solicitor, who said that Mr. Monk answered an advertisement 
for film acters and actresses, and paid three guineas to begin 
with us indemnity against spoiling the film as a beginner, Later 
he went to Bournemouth at defendant's expense to take part in 
the making of a film. and invested a further £50, receiving a 
guinea and a half for three days. Later, there were long delays, 


Google 


and there were many others who were defrauded, one, a French 
lady, investing £100, and a man £125. Defendant had declared 
that he was quite innocent. 

Prosecutor bore out) his solicitor’s statement, and related 
experiences which caused much laughter in court. The films 
taken part in were ‘* Bunty’s Day Out,’’ ‘ The New Poor, or 
Shall Us—DLet’s. and ‘ A Game of Chance,”’ in which there 
were racing and bathing scenes. For the defence it was urged 
that the accused spent considerable sums in necessary expenses. 

A remand was ordered, bail being allowed in £100 and a 
personal surety of £200. 


A Disclaimer. 

[Mr. Gus Elen, the well-known comedian, writes to say that 
the accused in the case reported above is not a nephew of his, 
and that he knows nothing at all about such person.—Ep. Firat 
RENTER. ] 
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Films of the Week Reviewed 


FOR THE GUIDANCE OF EXHIBITORS. 
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Desperate Trails. 


Picture of only average interest with a few improbabilities. 


prison to save another. F.B.O. screened for the trade 

at their London theatre this week the Universal Film 

with the above title. It is not a very convincing story and in 
its present form is very slow at times in the telling. 

Bart Carson has some sort of liking for Mrs. Walter Walker, 


Ww Harry Carey as Bart Carson, a man who goes to 


ScENE FROM ‘‘ DESPERATE TRAILS.’ 


a wife who, with her two children, scrapes a poor existence 
together for the three of them, her husband having deserted 
her. Bart, to her intense sorrow, tells her that he has decided 
to marry Lou, a town girl whom he is off to visit. Arrived there, 
he finds that Lou’s brother has robbed a bullion train, and to 
save him confesses to the crime. He hears in prison that 
Walker is living with Lou and suspects that the brother for 
whom he is suffering is the erring husband. He gets out of 
prison and finds his suspicions well grounded. He holds up 
by a ruse the train in which Walker and Lou are travelling, is 
wounded by the girl, but chasing Walker on the train the 
latter falls off and is killed. Carson tramps in the snow to 
Mrs. Walker’s hut, where he is arrested, but her boy handing 
him over and claiming the reward, Mrs. Walker is assured 
by the Sheriff that Bart will be released and all will be well. 


Seas of Chance. 


A Swedish production which will appeal generally, and 
particularly to better class patrons. 


’ 


ft Swedish Biograph production, ‘‘ Seas of Chance,’’ which 
has been vranted a U certificate, was exhibited to the 
London trade by Gaumont last week. It is another 
triumph of good acting and artistic grouping, while its story, 
the yearning of a mother for her lost child and her joy when 
she thinks she has found him twenty vears afterwards, has a 
very human appeal. Her devotion to the lad, much misunder- 
stood, provides the climax to the play, and although the story 
is let down somewhat by the revelations that the mother-love 
has been expended upon her son's friend and not upon her own 
boy, the picture picks up strength again and is carried to its 
rather abrupt close with great attractiveness. 


Its characters are throughout most truly cast and flawlessly 
acted. Pauline Brunins plays her part of Mrs. Bertha Brenton 
in a most dignified manner, always conveying the idea in the 
scenes with her supposed son that she is holding her expression 
of affection in check while he is unaware of the situation. The 
Boy (Paul Seelig) reveals just the nervous reticence of a lad 
conscious of attention being paid to him which he does not 
understand and is inclined to repel. Mrs. Brenton’s old nurse, 
too, is a good character, a staid fussing about small things and a 
half suggestion of deafness making it most real. 


Mrs. Brenton, the wife of a wealthy shipowner, is seeking, 
with the aid of her old nurse, Ann, to gain news of the boy 
she gave birth to twenty years before, and whom, taken away, 
she has not seen since. The boy’s father died before his son’s 
birth, and the mother and nurse have just received news of a 
Henry Wall who went to sea from a foundling asylum—a possible 
clue—when there falls near to the cottage of Ann a young man 
in sailor clothes, who, carried into the house fatigued and 
unconscious, lets fall from his pocket a discharge book with 
Henry Wall's name upon it. The old nurse summons Mrs. 
Brenton, and the lad is taken to the Brenton’s house, the wife 
explaining her interest in him to her husband by inventing a 
story of having damaged him in a motor accident. The boy falls. 
in love with the Brenton's daughter, Mrs. Brenton is continually 
paying him attentions, and the husband shows signs of jealousy. 
At length the sailor decides to run away to escape Mrs. Brenton’s 
attentions, but, confiding in the daughter, Alice, she implores 
bim to take her with him. This means money and, failing to 
get it from Mrs. Brenton, he visits the house at night to take 
some from Mr. Brenton’s room, arranging to meet the daughter 
afterwards and elope. Mrs. Brenton discovers him at midnight 
im the room, Brenton enters and discovers the two together, and 
the wife and lad are expelled. Later, at Ann’s house, the 
explanation from the boy that he is Paul Hardy and not Henry 
Wall, and that the use of his dead friend’s discharge book to- 
cover tracks upon his desertion from his ship is the reason for 
his use of the name, clears the way, and all troubles end with: 
the engagement of the sailor lad and the daughter. 

There is just one point where an improvement could be: 
effected. When Bertha Brenton sees her supposed son uncon- 
scious upon the bed in old Ann’s house, a ‘‘ flash-back’’ reveals. 


’ 


ScENE FRoM ‘‘ SEAS OF CHANCE.’ 


34 THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


FILM REVIEWS OF THE WEEK—Continued. te 


circumstances surrounding his birth, the clandestine meeting 
with the boy's father, his departure abroad, the news of his 
death and her sorrow, and the scene of mother and new-born 
child together in bed. If just this last were flashed at this 
point, and the preceding scenes given at the point of explanation 
to the husband, they would gain in force by being thus presented. 

It is sometimes urged against the Swedish picture that it is 
slow in movement, but except in one or two instances this fault 
cannot be urged here. ‘t The Seas cf Chance ’’ strikes one as 
a production to which both actors and producer have given care 
and thought, and the situations are all handled with grace, a 
sense of the beautiful imbuing all of them, There is strength 
and beauty in this picture in sufficient quantity to make this a 
picture which will appeal pretty generally, bat ‘particularly to 
better class patrons. : 


The Idle Rich. 


Bright comedy-drama of an impoverished ‘rich man who retrieves hi: 
fortune by becoming a “junk” merchant. 


CITE a bright comedy-drama is ‘‘ The Idle Rich,’ a Metro 
O picture shown to the London trade by Jury this week. 
While the humour has comparatively few fireworks, it is 
existent throughout, and gives the picture quite a pleasant 
atmosphere of general amusement and interest. The insistence 
upon the check pattern which made the older Weatherbee’s 
fortune exhibiting itself in many unexpected directions in the 
latter part of the picture is quite attractive. 

Samuel Weatherbee was really one of the idle rich. His 
grandfather had traded in California years before and laid the 
foundation of the fortune by a boom in check trousers. But 
young Sam’s interests were in jollifications, until the news that 
his lawyer had squandered his fortune put a different complexion 
on things. He preserves his good humour, though, and after 
an experience as a ‘* down-and-out,’’ and the news of a small 


legacy, he proceeds, in response to a taunt from a woman he 


loves, to make meney by selling and exchanging ‘* junk.’’ He 
gets a suit of check material, shocks his former friends by 
working at the junk trade, and makes enough money to put 
himself in a position to ask Mattie to be his wife, to the chagrin 
of his rival, who is trving to ruin his business. 


“The Idle Rich’ is quite well photographed, and will make 
a bright item in any program. 


Scene FroM ‘‘ THe Ipie Rtcw.” 
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A Sporting Double. 


A Granger-Davidson production which has an impossible story, but 
includes scenes of the Football Cup Final and Derby, which 
witl ensure its popularity with the crowd. 


RANKLY, the new Granger-Davidson production, ‘* A 
KF Sporting Double,” is a disappointment. As shown to 
the London trade at the New Gallery Kinema last week, 

it leaves the impression that the play largely consists of two 


Scene From ‘‘A Sportinc Dovusie.” 


glorified topical films (of the 1922 Football Cup Final, and the 
more recent Derby, when Captain Cuttle romped home an easy 
winner) rather loosely connected by a highly improbable and 
melodramatic story. 

This. as a story. is quite impossible. © Heroes and heroines 
do not act in real life as do the leading characters in this play, 
and the long arm of coincidence is quite unduly stretched in 
order to fit in with the requirements of the dramatic action, 

But. despite its faults, both of omission and construction, 
the play is assured a big measure of success in those parts of 
the country where football is a fetish with the crowd, ‘and it 
must be admitted at once that the pictures of the Football 
Cup Final are such, and give so intimate a glimpse of the play 
and the players, that they alone will assure popularity for the 
picture in the Midlands and the North. The Derby Day scenes, 
although by no means as successful from the close-up point of 
view, are equally interesting in their way, and pave the way 
for a happy, if rather improbable and unconventional ending. 

Briefly, ** A Sporting’ Double" has an impossible story, is 
none too well acted (except in the case of Douglas Munro): but 
as against these defects must be placed first-class photography 
all through and the popular appeal which the scenes at the 
Football Cup Final and the ~Derby- are likely to make to the 
average sport-loving audience, 


Shackles of Gold. 


A drama of finance and love, being the story of a wife’s devotion—A 
well acted and efficiently produced film. 
T the London Alhambra last week the Fox Company 
A showed a film adapted from Henri LBernstein’s well- 
known play, ‘‘ Samson,” featuring William Farnum, 
entitled ‘* Shackles of Gold."’" It is a drama of finance and a 
wife’s ultimate love, and deals with the rise of a man of iron 
determination, grit, and brains from a dock labourer to a magnate 
in the world of finance, his failure in finance, and his final 
triumph in love. 
John Gibbs, a dock labourer, admirably portrayed by William 
Farnum, foils an unscrupulous oil trader, Frank Hoyt (Henry 
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Carvill), in his endeavour to remove a large quantity of oil from 
the ship in which he is left in charge. Infuriated, Hoyt vows 
Vengeance on Gibbs. After long years Gibbs, by his business 
acumen, works his way up in the world and becomes the largest 
shareholder in Callenda oils. In the meantime Hoyt has become 
a name to conjure with. on the Steck Exchange, and suffers 
through Gibbs’s keen business methods. 


Wallace Valentine (Elliott Griffen) and his fiancé become 
friends of Gibbs, and through his advice are on the way to 
fortune. Gibbs falls in love with Marie Van Trent (Mryta 


Bonillas), the daughter of a prominent family whose fortunes, 
hauwever, are tottering, and althouzh she does not love him she 
avrees, for her mother’s sake (Marie Shotwell), to marry him. 
Following the wedding Gibbs does all he can to awaken love in 
his wife, but without avail, and she reveals the fact that she 
has married him to save her parents from poverty. Meanwhile 
Gibbs drowns his sorrows in work and Marie seeks pleasures 
in social yatherings. At one of these she mects Valentine, who 
makes love to her, asks her to a supper party, at which he 
behaves like a blackguard. From Valentine's fiancé Gibbs hears 
of the attempt to betray his wife, and resolves to ruin Valentine, 
and with this end in view sells his shares to force down the 
price, only to find that they have a ready purchaser and the 
price does not fall. Failing in his object, he sells many more 
shares than he possesses, only to find that they have all been 
purchased by his old enemy Hoyt and that he himself is ruined. 
teturning home, he gathers together enough bonds to ensure 
his wife shall never want, presents them to her, and declares 
his determination to commence the battle of life over again— 
in the dockyard if need be—alone. It is here that, having lost 
all his worldly geods, he wins that which he least expects—the 
love of his wife. 

** Shackles of Gold "’ is full of dramatic incident; the settings 
are well done, and particular mention should be made of the 
Stock Exchange scene. The acting is good throughout, and the 
whole is a powerful drama of overwhelming interest. 


SCENE FROM ‘‘ SHACKLES OF GOLD.’ 


Beauty’s Worth. 
Marion Davies in pretty dresses adds to the picturesqueness of an 
ordinary story beautifully produced. 

S exhibiting the attractiveness of Marion Davies’s good 
looks when placed in the settings of various styles of 
pretty dresses, ‘‘ Beauty's Worth,’’ shown in London 

this week by Famous-Lasky, will be greatly appreciated by 


isitzed by GOOLE 


those to whom feminine beauty appeals, and especially to 
womenfelk, to whom pretty feminine attire is ever a charm. 


The phrase, ‘‘ Beauty unadorned adorned the most,’’ may recur 


‘* Beauty's Wort.” 


SCENE FROM 


to many who prefer the appearance of Prudence Cole, the little 
Quaker girl, in her simple bonnet, apron, and gown. 

Prudence was living with her aunts, Cynthia and Elizabeth 
Whitney—Quakeresses rather too harshly drawn to be real in 
this century—until a visit from old friends, Mrs. Garrison and 
her unimpressive son, Henry, unlock her narrow world, and a 
stay at Haven-by-the-Sea with them admits her to a dazzling 
round of gaiety, where her plain garments make her feel out 
of place. She has fallen in love with young Garrison, who, 
however, prefers Amy Tillson’s more dainty attire to that of 
Prudence. Cheyne Rovein, an artist, to whom she tells her 
story, designs new dresses for her, and in these settings young 
Garrison finds her more to his liking. A chic bathing costume 
and a cigarette bring Prudence up to style, but the appearance 
of the Quaker aunts at this point disconcert. Eventually 
Prudence engages herself to Cheyne Rovein, to the disappoint- 
ment of Garrison, and is seen at the close in her original Quaker 
dress in Rovein’s embrace. 

The story is slight, but its slightness is redeemed by the 
beautifully conceived settings. One of these is the acting of 
a charade on a very elaborate style, in which the two syllables 
‘eye "—' doll "’ (idol, are beautifully treated with mime 
dancing—the final scene with Marion Davies as the idol itself 
being most impressively planned. Indeed, it would not be too 
much to say that this part of the pieture was the best. A 
comic old Quaker maid, who takes ‘* Old Tom ”’ for toothache 
with disastrous results, helps a little on the comedy side, and 
a scene of her sitting with Peter, Rovein’s valet, lovingly leaning 
together, forms the last scene of the picture. 

** Beauty's Worth,’ which looked as though it were going to 
point a moral at the outset, will attract its 
picturesqueness rather than for the fibre of its story. 


The Rocks of Life. 


A strong human drama, well photographed and acted. 

T is very unusual for the initial trade’ show of a film to be 
held in Manchester these days, but it happened on 
Tuesday last, when C, Lionel Gilling presented the Nordisk 

production, ‘* The Rocks of Life." This film, on the production 
side, is quite up to the high standard expected from Nordisk 
productions, but is enhanced by a very strong dramatic story, 
which is universal-in its atmosphere and appeal. 

Paul Bryant, when a struggling law student, falls in love 

with Marie Ives, and they are secretly married. Their secret 
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becomes known to Marie’s father, who forbids her the house. 
She joins her husband for a time, but increasing poverty drives 
-her.to seek employment. She becomes a companion to a widow, 
Mrs. Asp, whose son, Arnold, is attracted by her and makes 
overtures which she rejects. But further demands on the family 
purse impel her to steal from her employer. The son learns 
she is guilty of the theft and renews his advances only to be 
repulsed. He threatens exposure, but she defies him and leaves 
the situation. He withholds action, and as she has impressed 
him as an unusual woman starts a diary of his association with 
her in which to record his thoughts. 

Years pass and Paul Bryant is now the public prosecutor. 
Marie has forgotten her theft in the love for her husband and 
grown-up son. 

But out of the past arises the shadow. Arnold Asp recognises 
Marie at an official dance and makes known his identity. He 
presses his attentions on her again and finally compels her to 
meet him in his rooms. Her absence creates suspicion at home. 
Asp has a mistress, and she sces the shadow of the couple on 
the blind as Asp forces a kiss on Marie. The girl hastens 
upstairs, but meantime Marie has shot Asp and telephoned the 
police. As Marie is leaving, the room being in darkness, the 
girl enters and Marie slips out unseen. The police arrive and 
arrest the girl. Next day Marie is haunted by the face of Asp 
and the accident of the girl's arrest. Ultimately the day of 
the trial arrives, Paul Bryant being the prosecutor. Marie sits 
in the gallery, tense with strain and emotion. The girl is found 
guilty, but Marie proclaims to the court that she killed the 
man. Bryant is staggered, but she hands him Asp’s diary and 
explains why she stole. He forgives her, and she is later 
acquitted when tried. The family is thus happily reunited. 

In this story of intense human drama Beryl Ibsen, as Marie, 
and John Everson, as Paul, present us with some splendid acting. 
Their actions and gestures are natural, and they play with 
commendable restraint in the tenser scenes. The film is well 
knit and quite easy to follow, although full of misunderstandings, 
There are many fine touches showing the hand of a really skilled 
producer. The settings are beautiful and the jhotography 
superb. Altogether an excellent production, suitable for high- 
class houses, yet strong enough for all but those of the lowest 
grade, 


A Virgin’s Sacrifice. 


Strong drama of the Canadian North-West featuring Corinne 
Griffith. 


PICTURE in which the lead is played by the charming 

A actress Corinne Griffith is always assured of the careful 

consideration of the exhibitor, for there are few artistes 

more popular. as the hard-pressed heroine than this-little Vita- 
graph star, 

On Friday we had an opportunity of seeing her in the 
familiar role which she has made so popular in a Canadian North- 
West drama, entitled ‘* A Virgin's Sacrifice.’’ From first to 
last the picture is instinet with drama of the primitive kind 
which is so familiar a feature of film plays whose story is cast 
amidst the eternal snows. There are many beautiful scenes 
of mountain lands wrapped in their mantle of white, and it 
would almost seem that the wild and uncivilised surroundings 
in which the characters live and move and-have their being have 
an uncivilising effect upon their temperament and action. . Be 
this as it may, the story of ‘' A Virgin's Sacrifice ’’ is sufficiently 
dramatic and full of stirring incident to satisfy the most insatiate 
appetite for sensation. £ 

The part of the herome is, as usual, admirably played by 
Cormne Griffith, who makes a very. charming and_ loveable 
character of the part of Althea Sherrill, and provides kinema- 
goers with a number of first-class thrills m her struggle for 
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honour with the bad man of the piece, At the close there is a 
very realistic representation of a burning log cabin, which makes 
a great picture with its flames casting eerie shadows on the 
surrounding snow-clad country. 

‘A Virgin's Sacrifice’ is quite a good feature for any 
average program, and will find favour with most patrons, 


oe 


A’ VirGin’s SACRIFICE.” 


SCENE FROM 


NEW BLACKPOOL KINEMA. 


Mg \ NHE latest of Blackpool’s super kinemas, the Princess 

Theatre, North Promenade, was opened on Monday last. 

The progress of the reconstruction during the past six 
months has been hourly followed by residents. The front of the 
house has been improved out of recognition, the interior 
has been enlarged, and the erection of a spacious baleony— 
seating 800—has brought the total accommodation to 2,000 
persons. The exterior is of neo-bric design, carried out in white 
glazed terra-cotta. There are four double entrance doors, open- 
ing into a spacious foyer, from which marble staircases lead to 
the stalls and balcony. Over the foyer is a large café lounge. 
Every seat in the house has an uninterrupted view of the screen. 
The furnishings throughout are on the most lavish stvle. The 
decorative scheme, a blending of light blue, grey and salmon, 
is as artistic as it is distinctive. The Blackpool Entertainn.ents, 
Ltd., with W. R. Ward as managing director, and Arthur R. 
Harrison as general manager, is to be congratulated upon the 
new Princess, which should be a more popular hall than ever 
before. Arthur Calvert is acting manager. At the Hippodrome, 
the company's other theatre, a Clavier orchestral organ has been 
installed, 


‘‘DICK TURPIN” 


The next super film to be submitted by Stolls in Manchester 
is ** Dick Turpin,’ which features Matheson Lang. There is 
no doubt that this film will be a worthy successor to the many 


_ Wig things that Stolls have submitted. At the same time this 
subject should not overshadow ‘‘ Running Water,’’ after 


A. W. E. Mason's novel, which should worthily maintain the 
Stoll tradition. In the near future several American successes 
are to be submitted to the trade. = 


Original from 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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Starring : o 
John Lowell) = tia 


and 


Baby Ivy Ward. 


Foreign rights controlled 
by Arrow Film Corporation 


The Film with every 
human emotion. 


The wonderful story 
written by a Lancashire man 
sixty years ago, which has thrilled 
millions all over the world. 


Directed by 


Oscar Apfel. 


For immediate 
release. 


Pearl Films, Ltd., 


86-88, Wardour Street, 
W.1, and_ Branches. 


_ Original from 
Digitized by (0¢ gle NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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VERY EARLY RELEASE. 


PROVINCIAL TRADE SHOWS 
OF THE SWEEPING SUCCESS. 


“WEE 
MACGREEGOR'’S 
SWEETHEART.” 


featuring 


BETTY 
BALFOUR. 


Release Date April 30, 1923. 
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LTD. present 


Comedienne 


BALFOUR 


IN 
“SQUIBS WINS THE CALCUTTA SWEEP” 
The Cast will include FRED GROVES and HUGH E. WRIGHT. 


BOOK IT THROUGH JURY'S. 
Production by GEORGE PEARSON. 


BIRMINGHAM: Futurist, Sunday July 16; at 3 p.m. 
SHEFFIELD:, Picture Palace Union Street, Monday 


July 17, at 11 a.m. 
LIVERPOOL: Prince of Wales Theatre, Wednesday 
July 19, at 11 a.m. 


LEEDS: Cinema Exchange, Tuesday July 25, at 2-15p.m. 
CARDIFF: Olympia, Friday July 28, at 11-30 a.m. 
MANCHESTER: Piccadilly Cinema, Tuesday August 


1, at ll am. 


NEWCASTLE: Picture House, Thursday August 3. 


at 11 am. 


GLASGOW: Picture House, Wed. August 9, at 11 a m. 
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“WHAT A_ WINNER!” 


WELSH, PEARSON & CO.,, 
the World’s Greatest Screen 


BETTY 


& 


= 


tr 
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WELSH, PEARSON & CO. LTD. 


(Members of the British National Film League) 


w 
S 


bresent 


VICTOR MACLAGLEN 


supported by 


HUGH E. WRIGHT 
PAULINE JOHNSON, AMBROSE MANNING, and a brilliant company, in 


rm ee ee ee 


“A SAILOR TRAMP” 


Adapted by ELIOT STANNARD from the novel by BART KENNEDY. 
The film produced by F. MARTIN THORNTON. 


TRADE SCREENING at th NEW GALLERY, Regent St., W., 
on Thursday JULY 20, at 11-30 a.m. 


Apply for tickets to WELSH, PEARSON & Co, Ltd. 3 Rupert Street, W.1. (Tel. Gerrard 1510) 
be RELEASED tH: 26th MARCH, 3%’ JURY'S, 
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MOSS EMPIRES, : LTD, : 


Present : 


WHITMAN BENNETT’S 


Personally Supervised Production 


THE 

TRUTH 
ABOUT 
HUSBANDS 


Adapted from Sir Arthur Pinero’s Brilliant Play 


THE PROFLIGATE. 


Featuring 


MAY McAVOY, ANNA LEHR 


AND STAR CAST. 


TRADE SHOWS: 


SHEFFIELD igs Tivoli ies Tuesday July 18, at 11 a.m. 
NEWCASTLE ae Tyne is Thursday Aug. 10, at 11-15 a.m, 
GLASGOV ... wick Savoy sts Friday August 11, at 1l a.m. . 
CARDIFF... “et Exchange ... Tuesday August 15, at 3 p.m. 


COMING SOON! 


THE SKY PILOT 


From the Novel by RALPH CONNOR. 


With COLLEEN MOORE as Gwen, the Mountain Elf, 
JOHN BOWERS as The Sky Pilot, 
DAVE BUTLER as Billy, the Rancher, 


IN A STORY THAT EVERYONE KNOWS. 


Exhibition Rights controlled by 


MOSS EMPIRES, LTD., 
_ 24 DENMARK STREET, LONDON, W.C.2. 
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IRA GRAPF 


ALBERT roe SMITH presents 
CORINNE GRIFFITH @ i. (oe Cumnes i 2 Reels 
‘A VIRGIN’S SACRIFICE” _ 


A Film of Action and Strong Dramatic Moments. 
ALL PRINTS ON EASTMAN STOCK. 


Google 
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—AND BRITAIN ENDORCES 
“£m UWJorld-beater” 


HARORD 
hOVD's 


5000 New StyLte COMEDY 
6 | @ 


DAILY EXPRESS —‘*A hurricane of laughter.” 


BIOSCOPE.—* Equally acceptable in a village hall or the 
Throne Room of Buckingham Palace.” 


KINEMATOGRAPH WFEKLY.—* Can be depended upon 
to hold any audience.’’ 


CINEMA.—‘: Absolutely great-! Even better aaah 4 Sailor- 
Made Man.’”’ 


IMPARTIAL REPORT.—10 Marks. 


NEWCASTLE—Tuesday, 18, New Pavilion, at 11.15 a.m. 


FILM SERVICE I2? Gen man. Sam beuisibes 
E> eae 62. FRITH ST W.I. prone. PEGENT. 5734/5. : 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


nett Aig. 


1D 


DICKENS 
one 


CRICKET 


ON THE 


HEARTH 
| Looe 


vt PNORCEL VIBERT 
SABINE LANDRAY 


DIRECTED fy JEAN MANOUSS!I 
PRODUCED Sy FILM ECLIPCE. PARIS 


& 


A STORY WHICH SOUNDS THE FINEST CHORDS. ¢ OF 

HUMAN NATURE. VIBRATING OUR SYMPATHIES 

WITH THAT MASTER TOUCH WHICH HAS PLACED 
DICKENS AMONG THE IMORTAIS.. 


TRADE SHOW- NEW GALLERY- FRIDAY - O1st AT Ilham, 


CW) eis 


FILM SERVICE iP 


(GENERAL MANAGER a eae t 
G2. FRITH St LONDON. W 


Phone. REGENT. S7I54>" “a 4 CG DOP) eet 
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BIRMINGHAM C.E.A.’s VARIED AGENDA. 


Entertainment Tax Campaign—Local Joint Standing 
Committee—-Posters. 


(By our Birmingham Correspondent.) 


HE members of the Birmingham Branch of the C.I.A. 
found a variety of trade topics for discussion at the 
July meeting,  Neferring to the Entertainment Tax 
position the Vice-President (Mr. i. Hewitson) declared that the 
Chancellor's refusal to make any concession was a greater shock 
than they were prepared for. They expected something, if 
only a 5 per cent. reduction. Sir Robert Horne seemed to think 
the time was inopportune for any reduction to be made. There- 
fore, he thought exhibitors would have to wait) another year 
hefore they secured any relief in that direction. The Abolition 
Committee, however, were endeavouring to secure a concession 
on the Report. Stage of the Finances Bill. 
The Secretary (Mr. G. H. Tyler) rend oa letter from = Captain 
Barber appealing for vigorous support in the new campaign, 
The President (Mr. Lewin Samuel) appealed to members. to 
assist in the campaign by displaying the mew posters, and 
urged those who had not paid the levy to do so without delay. 
Mr. H. Clarke (Harborne) asked if the posters did not. raise 
the question of class distinetion, If they did, they might be 
resented by some of their patrons. 
Councillor MeDonald replied that it was the class distinction 
in the incidence of the tax that thes ought to call attention to. 
Mr. Samuel pointed out that they were not asking that one 
class of patron should benefit more than another, 


The Poster Campaign. 

Councillor T Wood (Bilston) remarked that when the first 
poster was displayed a local manufacturer expressed the opinion 
that it would do dere harm than good because the publie might 
think proprietors were seeking to escape their fair share of the 
burden of taxation. He, however, disagreed with that opinion, 
and had pleasure in moving that the branch should support. the 
Tax Abolition Committee in every way, including the display 
of posters at all picture houses in its area. 

This was seconded by Councillor MeDonald, who urged the 
members to support loyally any action recommended by the 
Committee, 

Supporting, Mr. Wally Roberts suzgested that a chart show- 


ing the incidence of the tax should be designed and publicly. 


displaved, oes : 
The resolution was passed and the Seeretary was instructed 
to forward Mr. Roberts's suggestion to Captain Barber. 


A Joint Standing Committee. 

The meeting then discussed the application of the Birmingham 
Centre of the K.R.S. that the branch should appoint a deputa- 
tion to meet the renters’ representatives to discuss the advis- 
ability of setting up a local Joint Standing Committee. 

Mr. Hewitson thought it) would) be wise for them to give 
the proposal atrial. Tf it did not prove beneficial the Committee 
would die a natural death. He proposed that a deputation 
should) be appointed, 

Councillor McDonald seconded, and in doing so described the 
request of the local K.RVS: as a reasonable and moderate one. 
When the renters approached thei on a previous occasion, 
while not opposing their suggestion, he did not support it 
because at that time there existed a National Joint Standing 


Google 


Committee which fulfilled all the necessary functions. The 
appeal from the K.RUS. being so stone and so recurrent, no 
harm could result: from: giving the scheme atrial. 

Fventually Messis, E. Samuel, i. Hewitson, H. Devy and 
the Secretary were elected to meet the K.RGS. representatives. 


Artistic Posters. 

In the report of the last meeting of the General Council, Mr. 
Hewitson said there was a feeling on that) body that efforts 
should be made to encourage the use of more artistic posters. 

Couneillor TL Wood (Bilston) believed) that nothing was) so 
effective as oa good pictorial poster, These should be available 
at more reasonable prices than were charged at) present. 

Other members sugvested that the example of F.LB.O. and 
Vitagraph’s should be followed by other renters. Those firms 
gave miniature reproductions of their posters in’ the evnopsis, 
and that enabled exhibitors to select the best) posters. 

Councillor MeDonald pointed out that renters often expressed 
the opinion that they would be in a better position to meet. the 
requirements of exbibiters if the posters were ordered when 
the films were booked. In his opinion, however, that would be 
blind booking, 

Applications for financial assistanee from the National Life- 


boat Society (Birmingham Braneh). the Birmingham Boy 
Scouts, and the Dudley YMCA. were refused, and the 


tnetubers agreed that no charitable collections should be made 
at kinemas during the next month. 

Councillor MeDonald took exception fo a letter: whieh had 
been sent to individual exhibitors by the Lifeboat Scciety imply. 
ing that the C.ELAL approved of its application. Tt might) be 
that the General Council supported the national application, 
but the local requests for assistance should be made to the 
Secretary and not to individual exhibitars, 


Insistence on Lighting Rules. 

Mr. H. Clarke complained that the Fire Brigade 
frequently recorded in the inspection book at his kinema that 
with the regulations, 


officers 


the lights were not on in) aecordance 
although it was broad daylight. 

Mr. Wally Roberts stated that he raised the same point with 
the Clerk to the Justices because he thought there was no 
need for artificial light on bright days. He was told, however, 
that the regulations must be earried out during the whole of 
the time kinemas were open to the public. , 

On the grounds of economy it was agreed that the point 
should be placed before the miigistrates by the members of the 


Joint Committee. 


——————— 
The new set oof Mermaid) Comedies wich the Ganmont 
Company is announcing will thoroughly maintain the standard 
of the previous sets. These comedies have caught on remarkably 
well throughout the country, the total number of bookings on 
the last set running inte about 1,650. There will be fifteen of 
these two-reelers in the new set (No. 3), and they are to be 
one three weeks commencing 


released at the rate of 


February 8 next. 


every 
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MILLOY - TRADE SHOWS 


Se ee 
MANCHESTER. LIVERPOOL. 

" Artistic’? Production BETTY COMPSON and 
ee Rim GEORGE LARKIN in 
at the Cinema Exchange, 

: TRAIL 
Tuesday July 18, 12 noon. te BENS A 
also 
ARIZONA CAT CLAW, 
featuring WHISPERING WOMEN 
EDYTH STERLING “Artistic Production 

(the female Tom Mix) Cinema Exchange, Wednes- 

Friday July 21, 12 noon. day July 19, 11 a.m. 


LEEDS. 


The first of a series of important Trade Shows. 


CAST NOT THE STONE 


OLIVE DARE as the Girl 
at the Cinema Exchange, Wednesday July 19, at 3-15 p.m. 


(A, C. J. WAINWRIGHT IN ATTENDANCE). 


E. GRATTAN MILLOY, 


28 DEANSGATE ARCADE, 
MANCHESTER. :: 


*Phone: 7980 City. Wires: “Milloy,” Manchester 
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IN THE MIDLANDS. 


ad (By our Birmingham Correspondent.) 


A Knotty Problem—Another Wage Reduction—Trade Cricketers—European Co. Get to Work—Marred 
by Rain—A Trade Presentation. 


ESTERDAY the members of the Birmingham C.M.A. 
were due to discuss the question of renters who offered 
films to the theatres and music halls instead of being 

content with trading with kinemas. The question was originally 
discussed when the tour of * Way Down East’ in the Moss 
Faupire halls was announced. Exactly what has brought) the 
matter to the fore again it is difficult to say. for last week the 
branch sat in camera and the announcement was made that a 
special meeting had been arranged for yesterday ino order to 
decide what action should be taken. 


The President's Present. 

On Friday last) Midland exhibitors had = an) opportunity of 
seeing the handsome silver cigar box presented to Councillor 
MacDonald at the C.R.A. Summer Conference, in) recognition 
of his services us president of the Association. 


Another Wage Reduction. 

The operators engaged in kinemas in Birmingham and District 
have just experienced another reduction in wages in’ accordance 
with the avrcement between the E.T.U. and the C.E.A. The 
prevailing rates are £4 2s. 3d. for chief operators and £3 Is. Od. 


for second operators, 


Trade Cricketers. 

The wretched weather prevented those imembers of the trade 
who can play cricket from showing their skill on Wednesday 
last week.  AcMateh had been arranged between a team of 
Birmingham renters and exhibitors and the King’s Heath Club 
on the datter’s ground. Rain. however, tumbled down all the 
afternoon and the match had to be abandoned. The trade selec. 
tion ineluded J. J. Norfolk (F.B.0.), C. We. Hutchin (Waltur- 
daw), Be Cresswell (Jury), and He. Menlove (Associated First 
National). 


European Get to Work. 

The European Motion Pieture Co., the organisation handling 
the Universal output in the United Kingdom, have commenced 
operations in the Midlands, Mr. A. Po Barnett, whose head- 
quarters are at the Midland Hotel, Birmingham, for the present, 
held his first two trade shows thig week. On Monday last he 
screened * The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe’? serial, and 
this was followed on Wednesday by the House Peters feature, 
“ Human Hearts.” 


Marred by Rain. 


The annual outing of the Birmingham Bulldogs’ Club. to 
Tewkesbury, on Sunday last, was marred by rain. A: party of 
50, headed by the president (Mr. A. A. James), made the journey 
in two motor coaches, and making their headquarters the Lower 
Lode Hotel, carried out the program of sports us far as the 
unsetded weather permitted, 


A Trade Presentation. 

Well known to these associated with the Parker Circuit in 
the Midlands, Mr. Thomas Victor Nuttall, who has been asso- 
ciated with the circuit ina secretarial capacity, is leaving to 
take up a position in the Malay States. The managers of the 
local Parker halls combined to give him a parting gift, which 
took the place of a silver flask. The donors were Messrs. J. 
Drew, EK. C. Kirmse, J. Harrison, D. Mellor, and G. Reynolds. 


Briefs of Interest. 

Mr. Maurice Mitchell (Mitchell's Exclusives), who recently 
underwent an operation for appendicitis, is making excelent 
progress, On teaving the nursing home he intends spending a 
few weeks at the seaside, 

When the new Coronet Picture House, Small Heath, opens 
bext month, Mr. BE. BE. Milerslie will be found in) charge. He 
general manager of the Revnolds Circuit. 

Davie (Victory Motion) reports good business on 


was formerly 
Mr. Reg. 
“ The Cocaine Simugelers.’ 


CHERRY KEARTON FILMS. 


Ideal Films, Ltd., Win Action in Appeal Court, 


Court this week. before the Master of the Rolls and Lords 

Justices Warrington and Younger, the well-known 

naturalist and photographer, Cherry Kearton, appealed from a 
decision of Mr. Justice Shearman, 

The plaintiff in the action claimed that the defendants had 
taken over a contract which he had made with another film 
company, by an agreement dated May 19, 1920, assigning to 
them the nature films which he had taken in Africa and other 
parts of the world. The defendants alleged that the films 
were defective and that, contrary to what was implied in’ the 
agreement, they had been exhibited 

The agreement specified for a payment of £500 to the plaintiff 
on its being signed (which was done) and for three further pay- 
ments of £250 each. The agreement also coutained ao clause 
that if the further payments were not made the agreement 
should Japse. The defendants, on December 20, 1920, no 
further sum having been paid, wrote to the plaintiff that they 


T° the action Kearton v. Tdeal Films, Ltd., in the Appeal 


before. 


Google 


did not intend to continue the agreement. The plaintiff brought 
the action claiming the £750 unpaid, and also the rights in 
the filmes, which he said had reverted to him by the lapse of 
the agreement. 

Mr. Justice Shearman held that the clause providing that 
the agreement should lapse if the payments were not made, 
protected the defendants, and he gave judgment for them. 


Appeal Dismissed. 

The Master of the Rolls said that the curious clause by which 
the agreement was expressed to lapse if the further payments 
were not made might moan either that it lapsed tpso facto (as 
Mr. Justice Shearman seemed to have thought) or that it would 
lapse at the option of the plaintiff. But it did not matter which 
was the right construction, because even in the latter alterna- 
tive the plaintiff had clearly exercised his option. Hie claim 
was for the £750, and vet he claimed that the agreement had 
lapsed and that he was entitled to the return of the film rights. 
If he had wished to claim the £750 in the manner indicated 
to the Court he should have pleaded that the contract was 
wrongfully determined and have claimed damages, The appeal 
must therefore be dismissed, 

Lords Justices Warrington and Younger agrecd, 
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PRODUCED BY MONAT FILMS, PARIS 


A SUPER FILM Zo gt 


EXHIBITOR 


Youv’ve been looking for One like this 
A Screen Adaptation of Daniel 
Defoe’s Celebrated Classic 


MR. 
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REFEREE. 
ANOTHER SPECTACULAR 
MASTERPIECE. 


bg MIGHTY Milestone in Mosion Pictures.” 
+ This phrase is nut min 1k isthe 
description applied by the Associated First 
National Pictures Limited wo ‘heir extce 
ordinarily wonderful production bearing thw 
strange title * Man—Woman—Marriage,” 
which was shown 1% an especially inv 
audience at the Alhambrsa on Pridey morn! 
Tt is a cosuy, brilliant. ‘and in many paler B 
wonderful acreen story, the: dominant npre. 
which is the faith’ “wom va, i hy 
man she loves, 6, (gith whieh has- 
triumphantly mS ie ages, ati 
vand will exist as long #4 men end women 
Nogether on the same plaret. 
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A PRODUCTION OF SUPREME DISTINCTION 


Featuring JANE NOVAK, MILDRED JUNE, LEWIS S, STONE, 
WALLACE. BEERY and AN?ALL-STAR SUPPORTING CAST. 


TRADE SHOW Next Thursday 


July 20 :: at the Shaftesbury Pavilion, at 11-15 a.m. 


FILM BOOKING OFFICES (1919), LIMITED, 
22, Scho Square, London, W. 
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NEW PICTURE HOUSE IN CENTRAL 
LEEDS. 


Scala’s Magnificent Interior. 


HE Scala Kinema Theatre—another handsome addition to 
the central picture houses of Leeds—will open its doors 
on Monday week (July 24). That its entry will stimu- 

lute competition goes without saying. This is the last of the 
new theatres in the centre of Leeds that emerged from the boom, 
and whilst all picture house developments in the centre of 
Leeds are not yet at an end, I shall have something interesting 
to announce very shortly concerning a popular theatre in the 
heart of the city—this marks the arrival of all the newcomers. 


£100,000 Theatre. 

The Scala is rapidly nearing completion, The interior is still 
in the hands of the contractors, but through the forest of scaffold- 
ing the attractiveness of the interior can be pictured. The 
proprietors will offer Leeds ancther right up-to-date kinema 
theatre, and everything has been done to ensure comfort and 
safety. The seating accommodation is about 2,200, and some 
250 men have been employed for nearly two years on the work 
of construction and decoration, the cost being estimated at 


£100,000. 
Interior Appointments. 


The ventilation appliances are remarkably good, the atmos- 


phere of the house having received special attention. New and 
effective safety devices have also been installed providing against 
the possibility of mishap in the operating box. Nothing has 
been left to chance. The lighting arrangements are also admir- 
able and the Italian-pattern globes 


present a feast of delicate colouring 


and artistic decoration will 
and a delight to the eye. 


Handsome Ballroom. 


At the top of the building, above the theatre, is a spacious 


tearoom with a specially laid dancing floor, the area of 
which it is stated will be suffivient to provide the largest 
and best ballroom in the city. Alabaster and marble  stair- 
cases are being constructed and lifts to the — ballroom 
installed, A convenient arrangement has also been provided 


whereby all entrances to the theatre will be in Albion Place, 
some 50 yards only from Briggate, the principal amusement 
thoroughfare in the city—and all exits round the corner in Lands 
Lane. The orchestral scheme in hand is in keeping with the 
up-to-date character of the theatre, and its entry into the field 
on July 24 will mark an important day in the history of the 
kinematograph business in Leeds. 


WARWICK DEEPING STORY ON THE SCREEN. 


———————— 


Guy Newall and Ivy Duke in ‘ Fox Farm,” from the story by Warwick Deeping, a George Clark Picture, made by Cuy Newall. 
This production will be released by Stolls on July 31. 
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SOUTH WALES C.E.A. AND THE TAX. 


Passive Resistance Advocated. 


UGGESTIONS fer active oppositia to the Entertainments 
Tax were forthcoming at the monthly meeting of the South 
Wales and Mon. Branch of the C.BLA.. held at the Kinema 

Fxchanse, Cardiff, over which Mr. David) Hughes (Ponypandy) 
presided. The attendance was tairly good. 

The Secretary having rend oa letter tram the Kinema Tax 
Abolition Committee in Londea, im waich it was stated that new 
posters would be available in oa tew days’ time, Mr. Will Stone 
(Tonypandy) said that his oxperence was that the public was 
very apathetic in regard to the question, 

Mr. Richard Dooner (Maestery considered it) impossible to 
estimate the amount of good these posters were doing. In 
support of the excellent work tie Abolition Comunittee had done 
they ought to circularise all their members, tell them about: the 
hew posters, and sugeest that they be put ino a prominent 
position, 


Passive Resistance Advocated. 


Mr. George Roberts (Portay remarked that he was often 
accused of jumping off the deep end, but he had given this 
matter Very serious consideration, and he did net believe, from 
the feelinus ot the Government and the House of Commons, 
that they were going to get any relief frome this tax. They knew 
full well that the Govermment never vield do to arguments or 
reason, and they only vielded to force. ‘They had evidence of 
this in the cause of Kevpt and again in Ireland, Violence and 
foree was the only way in whieh they were going to get relict. 
He thought they should adopt the att-tude of passive resistance 
by refusing to collect the tax, Tle was so serous on this matter 
that he was prepared to go to the length of gcine to gaol if need 
be, and join with others in a refusal to coilect the tax. 

Mr. Will Stene: TP propose that Mr. Roberts sets the example. 
(Hear, teary We will all come to see him eo to enol, 

Mr. Re Dooner said that whilst he appreciated the fighting 
attitude of Mr. Roberts, he would dike that gentleman to give 
them some conerete sugeestion as to hew it eculd be done. To 
this Mr. Roberts replied that it was quite simple, Instead of 
using tax tickets they could use ordinary printed tickets with 
the admission prices on. 

Several metubers : Then vou are breakine the law, 

Mr. Roberts: Quite so, Yet are refusing to collect: the tax. 

Mr. Dooner: Surely, Mr. Roberts docs not sugyest that at 
my time of life—filty-two—P should set the example? 

Mr. Will Stone pointed out that the penalty applied equally 
to the member cf the audience who had not paid the tax as 
to the proprietor. 

To the chairman's question whether or not that point had 
heen brought up in a case, Mr Nat D'x (Swansea) said he 
thought it had once or twice. 

The Chairman pointed ont that with these kind of things they 
had to go by stages, and whikt Mr. Roberts might be sincere, 
he could hardly expect co-operation at this period, 


Posters and M.P.s. 

Mr. Dooner’s sugeestion as to cireularising the members 
having been adopted, he next moved that a letter be sent to the 
secretary of the Abolition Committee saying how much they 
appreciated their work, and assuriue them that the branch would 
make the best use of the posters to keep tuinus alive. 

Mr. A Hauser (Cardiffi suseested that if they were going to 
se posters they should use big ones. He was prepared to give 
them a site seventy-six feet in extent in Queen Street, Cardiff, 
which would attract the public. 


Google 


Mr. Hauser was thanked for his offer, and it was avreed to 
leave the wording of the poster to the Abolition Committee, 

Mr. J. BE. Sprague (Pontypridd) mentioned that he had had 
acreply from the Meiiber of Parliament for his division (Mr. 
T. A. Lewis) as to why he voted against the proposal when it 
came up. The member said that the only question that came 
before them was that of a flat rate, and as this would have 
involved a loss to the Exchequer of six million pounds he eculd 
hot see his way to vote other than against it. At the same time, 
his sympathies were with the members of the kinema trade. 


By-Election Tactics. 

It was mentioned that by-elections were about to take place 
in Pontypridd and Gower, and Vir. R. Dooner moved that they 
ask the advice of the Main Committee on this point as to what 
their attitude was to be. 

Mr. George Roberts thousht it advisable to write to the two 
candidates for Gower asking them what their views were on 
this subject. As to the reply of Mr. TL A. Lewis (Pontypridd), 
he considered it) was just a political dodge. These members 
bad to obey the Whips of their party. 

It was decided to write to the candidates for Gower and 
obtain their views, 

Mr. Frank Taylor (Merthyr) proposed that they write to 
Captain Barber expressing the opinion that it would be a good 
thing to have posters all over the country showing people what 
they have to pay in tax, how it hits them, and then at the 
bottom say how their member voted, for or against. 

Mey. Will Stone: To think that here we have a real line of 
action, Mr. J. BE. Sprague seconded the proposal, 

Mr. Frank Taylor's: proposition was carried. He next moved 
that someone from each district where by-clections were taking 
place should yo and ask candidates publicly whether they were 
in favour of the abolition or amendment of the Entertainments 
Tax or not, 

Mr. A. Tfauser seconded, and Mr. R. Dooner said he would 
heartily support it if Mr. Taylor would) first of all let it go 
before the Abolition Committee, and ask them whether or not 
they took exception to it. 

The proposer agreed and the resolution was carried. 

At the sugvestion of Mr. George Roberts it was agreed to 
hold another meeting on Friday next to further consider the 
Entertainments Tax question. 

Discussion concerning the Model Contract was deferred until 
the next meeting, so that Mr. Hk. V. Davies, a member of the 
sub-committee, could be present. 


Jn search of unfamiliar Jocales, Leah Baird and her entire 
company have just swiled for South America, Backgrounds 
entirely new will be shown in the new picture upon which she 
is at work, the fourth of the series of Leah Baird) productions 
being made for the Associated Exhibitors under the direction of 


Arthur F. Beck. 


THE “OWL” FILM and PAPER CLIP. 


A Clip that is pleasing in performance. in appearance. and 
whose construction is such that it will not scratch the Films 
or mutilate the Papers upon which they are used, nor 
injure the fingers of those who apply them. 

Obtainable from all the leading Stationers, or cirect from the 
manufacturer. Price 6d. per Box of 100. 


IGNATIUS DOFF, Gladiator Works, Chorlton-c.-Hardy,6 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE WEST. 


(By our Bristol Correspondent.) 


Business Improves—Exhibitors and the Tax—Vestry Hall Closed for Redecoration—The Clifton Spa 
Kinema— Bath Assembly Rooms—Staple Hill Wireless Installation— 
Renting Items. 


INCE the change in the weather business has shown an 

S improvement, and at most Bristol halls attendances have 

been much better during the last week or two, though 

it remains to be scen whether the return to better weather 
will prove that the improvement is only temporary. 


Exhibitors and the Tax 

Needless to say, local exhibitors were bitterly disappointed 
at the result of the division on Mr. Newbould’s amendment, 
and some members of the trade are inclined to criticise those 
who have had charge of the Tax Campaign with regard to the 
tactics adopted from the very beginning. A few exhibitors 
believe that it is useless to hope for any concession this year 
and it would be best for the industry to concentrate on a 
It is 
probable that many more M.P.s could have been influenced 
in favour of a if more time had been 
available and if all menibers of the industry had combined in 
one strong effort. That some members of Parliament, who 
in the industry, regard the present tax as 
uajust is shown by a post-card which a West Country member 


vigorous campaign in preparation for the next Budget. 


reasonable coneession 


have no interest 
sent to one of his constituents in which, after mentioning that 
he had voted with Mr. Newbould, and expressing regret at his 
defeat. he remarked that the Government spent too much money 
to be able to reduce even unfair taxation. 


Vestry Hall Closed for Redecoration. 

The Vestry Hall Kinema, Bristol, which is to be redecorated 
throughout, closed down on Saturday for a fortnight. |The 
house will be reopened on July 24. 


The Clifton Spa Kinema. 

The Grand Spa Hotel, with the Spa Kinema attached, was 
put up for sale by auction last week, but was withdrawn. I 
hear, however, that there is a probability of a sale by private 
treaty being concluded. 


Bath Assembly Rooms. 

The partnership between Messrs. Hauser and Lewis, of the 
Assembly Rooms, Bath, has been dissolved. The Rooms will, 
however, be carried on by Mr. Lewis, with the kinema remain- 
ing under the management of Mr. Morley. 


Staple Hill Wireless Installation. 

Mr. H. F. Wren, of the Staple Hill Picture House, has eom- 
pleted his wireless installation, with the exception of the 
receiving set. which he expects will arrive early this week. Mr. 
Wren has erected an aerial mast 50 fect high on the roof of 
the hall, which is situated 300 feet above the sea level, so that 
he ought to be able to secure very good results. The Staple 
Hill house is the first kinema in the Bristol district to have a 
wireless installation. 


“Ten Nights in a Bar-Room.”’ 

Mr. A. V. Brain, Western Imports’ local representative, tells 
me that he expects to he holding a show of ‘* Ten Nights in a 
Jbar-room "* in Bristol shortly. 


Gaumont’s Next Show, 


To-morrow, Sunday, July 16, Gaumonts show ‘‘ A Prince of 
Lovers "’ and ‘*-Love’s Crucible ’’ at the Queen’s, Bristol. 
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A New Gaumont Branch. 

Although the builders and decorators will not have completed 
the extensive alterations contemplated, the new Bristol branch 
of the Gaumont Company, Ltd., at 123, Vietoria Street, will 
be officially open for business as and from Monday next. The 
branch will be in charge of Mr. Kk. Jennings, who has long 
been associated with the Gaumcnt Company at Neweastle and 
Mr. Jennings has recently been covering the West 
of Mngland territory und is. therefore, well acquainted with 
the requirements of exhibitors in that part of the country. 
Exhibitors in Cornwall, Gloucester, Devon, Somerset, Wilts 
and Dorset should note that in future they will be able to get 
all their wants supplied, especially in the way of short subjects 
this branch. The tcelegraphie 
number 


in London. 


and machine accessories, from 
address is ** Gaumont, Bristol."’ 


B.S, 3312. 


and the telephone 


Mr. Hulne, formerly manager of the Palace Theatre, Barrow, 
has written to the Watch Committee of the Corporation thank- 
ing them for the courtesy extended to him during his stay in 
Barrow. It is not every Watch Committee that commands such 
recognition, The chairman of the local committee, however, 
happens to be the proprietor of the first kinema in the town. 


A vew kinema is being opened at Egremont, Cumberland in 
the early autumn. 
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The greatest 
heart interest 
drama the world 
has ever known 


starring 


John Lowell and 
Baby Ivy Ward 
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YORKSHIRE AND THE TAX 


Abolition Committee’s Propaganda Posters 
Criticised—Do they Minister to 
Class Prejudice ? 


N interesting debate on the Entertainments Tax question 

took place at the July mecting of the Leeds C.B.A. 
branch. Captain Barber forwarded a letter drawing 
attention to the Government's action regarding the tax. He 
pointed out that the matter could be raised again when the 
Budget reached the finance stage. Captain Barber asked for 
united support from members of the C.E.A. with a view to 
creating public opinion in favour of the abolition or reduction 
of the tax, and said it could not be too clearly stated that the 
Entertainments Tax violuted one of the fundamental principles 
of British taxation, but it was quite clear that they would not 
get any redress unless and until they brought home the facts 
of the matter to the public. The letter went on to say that a 
new campaign was being launched with this object in view, 
and it was hoped that every member would do his utmost to help. 


The Chancellor's Reasons. 


Mr. T. H. Kave (chairman) said the ChanecHor of the 
Exchequer had stated that he could not grant relief unless he 
could be shown how to find the money raised by the tax in 
another direction, and had also said he did not think that the 
trade was in a worse plight than any other, pointing out that 
it was, after all, an infant trade which had assumed dimensions 
which were wonderful. The Chancellor appeared to think its 
abnormally rapid development had something to do with the 
losses incurred by pieture houses in 6orme districts. 

‘“\No doubt,’ said Mr. Kaye, ‘ the Chancellor was right to 
some extent." He thought himself that the trade was suffering 
from the general slump and from the fact of the hig prices they 
had to pay for their films. The Chancellor had pointed to the 
fact that in Leeds a new picture house had been erected at a 
cost. of something like £350,000, and said that that did not seem 
to him to indicate that there was much wrone with the trade. 
““T feel that there are sinister influences at work against the 
trade,’ said Mr. Kaye. They always seemed to be in evidence 
whenever the trade tried to do anything, 


Passing on the Relief. 


Mr. J. F. Martin thought the trouble was that they 
the abolition of the tax without that the relief 
would be passed on to the public, The idea outside seemed to 
be that if any relief that was granted was to go to the trade, 
then the trade could Took after itself, and if the publie was not 
to benefit, why should the public bother? 

The Chairman added that no doubt at the beginning of the 
campaign it was one of the big questions as to whether any 


relief which might be obtained should be paseed on to the 
publie or not. 


Mr. Martin expressed the view 


asked for 
intimating 


that the trade would have 
done much better if it had concentrated on equalisation of the 
taxation, They were still talking of total abolition, and were 
doing themselves harm by so doing. 
lines of equalisation of taxation 
port of a strong party vote in the House of Commons. It 
seemml to him they were wasting beth 
talking about abolition of the tax, 


Tf they had gone on the 
. they might have got the sup- 


time and 


money in 
3 
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The Chairman: We are not talking about it now; we have 
known for some time that we should not get it. 

Mr. Martin replied that if it was a reduction of taxation to 
benefit: merely one trade, they couldn't expect the support of 


the members of the House of Commons, 


The Chairman went on to say that, after all, this was a luxury 
tax imposed as a war-time measure on the understanding that 
it would be removed after 
abolition, of course 


the war. The arguinent against its 
was that it was very exsily collected, and 
the revenue it sstehbuesel was very usctul, Like the dog with 
the juicy bone, the Government would not let go unless they 


were donned to do. 


Lower Prices and Larger Receipts. 


Mr. J. Mackenzie said it was quite clear that if it was the 
intention to pass on the relief to the publie, the trade would not 
have gone to the trouble aad expense that they had done in the 
matter. He recalled that early in the campaign they were told 
that if they spoke about the point of view of the public they 
would have no ehance with the Government, Mr. H. Oates 
suid a great many exhibitors worked hard to secure some 
alleviation of the tax because they believed that, if granted, it 
would benefit: the kinemas by cheapening the cost to the public 
and so enabling patrons to pay more visits. 

The Chairman added that the Chancellor was not) prepared 
to listen to any arguments for the relief of the tax for the benefit 
of the publie, Tf they 


had gone to him with that proposition, 
he would have 


at once said “* Tf vou can afford to pass on the 
relief of the tax to the public, then it is clear that as a trade 
you don't require it.’ That would not have been quite true, 
lecause even if the relief had been passed on entirely to the 
public, it would have bencfited the exhibitors indirectly. | An 
exhibitor of his acquaintanee in the county of Notts tried the 
experiment of paying the tax himself and reducing the prices 
of seats to the public. Almost iminediately 
inercased as a result. 

Mr. Martin eaid it was only natural that the publie would 
patronise a picture house where the prices were easiest, pro- 
vided that the program was up to standard. 


his attendances 


Screens for Propaganda. 


Mr. Mackenzie thought the suggestion to utilise their screens 
for propaganda purposes was very unwise, 

Mr. Oates termed it ‘t very dangerous.”’ 

The Chairman pointed out that the posters issued by the Tax 
Abolition Committee with the object of influencing public 


opinion were very strong propaganda, and made a strong appeal 
to class prejudice. 


Mr. Mackenzie : It is a great mistake. I hope I shall never be 
a party to it. 
The Chairman termed it ‘ 


a very dangerous precedent.” 
Those in the business know that it wasn’t altogether taxation 
that was killing the trade. The plunge in prices and the general 
slump were concerned. = 
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A Proved Success 


The First of Five Comedy-Dramas featuring 
EDDIE LYONS and LEE MORAN. 


LA LA LUCILLE =: 


READ what they say about “LA LA ty about “LA LA LUCILLE ” when shown 


for the First Time in Manchester: 


i} 
| 
GAIETY PICTURE HOUSE, 
Registered Office: PETER STREET, MANCHESTER. 
MANCHESTER. 
Proprietors: GAIETY CINEMA (MANCHESTER) Ltd. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Chairman; SAM FITTON. Director of Entertainments: L. BLATTNER. 
Managing Director: J. LEVER. Secretary: P. CLAY RHODES. 


— West, Esq., : July 12th, 1922. 
Messrs. Vivid Exclusives, Ltd., 
Manchester. 


Dear Sir, 


I am instructed by our Managing Director, Mr. Lever, to inform you that your 
Picture “LA LA LUCILLE,” played to exceptionally good houses and caused roars 
of laughter, we consider it an excellent Comedy in every way and wish you every 
success with it. We should also like to say that your other Picture, “The Chamber 
Mystery,” was also very well received. 

Yonrs faithfully, 


THE GAIETY CINEMA (Manchester) LIMITED, 
KF Clay Bifides. 


EXCLUSIVES 15 Gt. Ducie St., 
SYNDICATE MANGHESTER. 
LIMITED, Telephone— 1845 City, 


6 ai: 
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IN SCOTLAND. 


(By our Glasgow Correspondent). 


Glasgow Fair—Exodus of Kinema Patrons to the Seaside—An Exaggerated Statement—Honour for an 
Aberdonian—That Tax—Wedding Bells, 


are now approaching the Glasgow Fair holiday season, 
W and at the moment of writing the usual huge exodus 
from the city is already commencing. This means that 

local kinemas will for the time being have to bemoan the loss 
of many regular patrons, but—on the principle that nothing is 
Jost that a friend gets—it is plensing to think that our coast 
and country kinemas for the time being will benefit accordingly. 


Much Exaggerated. 

TI notice that Mr. James MeBride (one of the exhibitors who 
represented the Seottsh Branch at tho recontly-held C.EVA. 
Conference) is th» author of a letter which lias just been 
published in the Glasvow ‘Evening News" dealing with the 
outlook for picture houses, Mr. McBride's letter was a reply te 
a correspondent who, wr.ting that he wus interested in picture 
houses, made the observation that *t kinemas generally are 
paying dividends of about ten per cent."’ Such a statement Mr, 
McBride promptly nailed to the counter as being a gross 
exagveration which would do credit) to a bogus company 
promoter. He also congratulated the correspondent if he was 
fortunate enough to be interested in houses paying dividends 
at this rate, but he denied that this was anything but the 
exception proving the rule. 


No Reply. 

Proceeding. Mr. McBride pointed cut that there were roughly 
3,500 picture houses scattered over Great Britain, and that of 
this number 320 had already closed down, while 1,200 more were 
only hanging on by the grace of the film renters. *t Managing 
directors of first-class suburban houses,’’ observed Mr. MeBride, 
“would be glad if your correspondent could show them how. to 
be able to pay large dividends as he asserts they should do, 


and at the same time pay cver on an average 25 per cent. of 


Up 


’ 


their takings to the Government in Entertainment Tax.’ 
to the moment there has been no response! 


An Aberdonian Honoured. 

Hats off to Mr. J. F. Donald on being appointed the new 
president of the British Association of Teachers of Dancing. I 
should p.rhaps explain that my enthusiastic exclamation is due 
to the fact that Mr. Donald was formerly lessee of the West 
Rnd Cinema at Aberdeen, and that he is now proprietor of 
Aberdeon’s 1ewest picture theatre located in George Street. 
Mr. Donald's new honour is thoroughly deserved, 


That Tax! 

There was considerable disappointment among Scottish 
exhibitors when the House of Commons ** turned down’? Mr. 
A. KE. Newbouid’s plea for exemption of the kinema industry 
from the Entertainments Tax, and the conviction is strong on 
this side of the border that the struggle on the part of many halls 
to keep on a paying basis will be growingly serious, The general 
pression is that the verdict was not unexpected, and, as far 
us Scottish exhibitors are concerned, the fight for the removal 
of the tax will be continued. 


Wedding Bells. 

Hearty congratulations to Miss Violet Hilda Bostock on her 
wedding at St. Mary's Cathedral, Glasgow, to a well-known 
local business gentleman. The bride is the eldest daughter ot 
ex-Councillor BE. H. Bostock (one of the pioncers of the kinema 
industry in Scotland), and she is highly popular in many 
quarters. Mr. Bostock was proprietor for many years of the old 
Zoo Buildings in the New City Road, where, by the way, a 
kinematoeraph exhibition was held a good number of years ago. 


STOLL’S NEW AMERICAN REPRE- 
SENTATIVE. 


Paul Seligman Appointed to the Position. 


HEN Mr. 
W Alfred Lever, 
general mana- 
ver of the Stoll Film 
Co., Ltd., returned 
from his reeent visit 
to the States, he re- 
ported so favourably 
upon the prospects in 
America that the 
Board decided to 
appoint a permanent 
representative in New 
York. Choice for the 
position fell upon Mr. 
Paul Seligman, ~ who 
hag been with the 
company for — several 
months, 
A more suitable 
choice could scarcely 


have been made in 
PauL SELIGMAN, view of the faet that 

Mr. Seligman is Ameri- 

can born, and for eleven years was with the National Cash 


Digitized by Go gle 


Register Company in the States, and has, therefore, an intimate 
acquaintanee with American business methods. At the end of 
this period of service Mr. Scligman came to London as general 
siles manager for the British Isles. He held this position for 
ten years, and when he resigned both Mrs. Seligman and he 
received handsome gifts as tokens of the esteem in which he was 
held. 

This was seven years ago. Mr. Seligman then brought his 
activities into the film industry, joining F.B.O. as general sales 
manager and supervisor of branches. He filled that position 
for some years and later went to Birmingham as_ territorial 
manaver for Allied Artists. Mr. Seligman resigned that post 
to join Stolls, since when he has visited all branch territories. 
His knowledge, therefore, of the home trade is wide, and he 
san sav, without exaggeration, that he is known to almost every 
exhibitor in the United Ningdoim, 


It follows that Mr. Seligman is alive to the needs of the home 
exhibitor, and such a knowledge will prove a most useful assct 
in the selection of American films for the home market, while 
his salesmanship will aid him in disposing of Stoll British pro- 


ductions on the other side. 


MAKER TO THE 


or LANTERN SLIDES trace 


Speciality :-ILLUSTRATED SLIDES IN BULK FOR 
FILM RENTERS and PROPAGANDA WORK. 


COLOURED KING SLIDES 1s. each, Carriage Paid, 8s, per doz. 
SL 


IGNATIUS DOFF, Gladiator Works, Chorlton-cum-Hardy 5 


Original from 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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THE FOUR NORTHERN COUNTIES, 


(By our Newcastle Correspondent.) 


A Lauder-ble Achievement— Fifteen-year-old Film’s Future—Licence Transferred — 
Trade News. 


N interesting feature of the trade show of ** The Little 
A Minister," by the Gaumont Company, was the attend. 
ance of Sir Harry Lauder, who was at one of the local 
halls. In connection with this trade show a smart piece of 
work was performed by the company’s local camera-men, A 
film was taken of the popular comedian and the exhibitors 
entering the New Pavilion, where the trade show was held. 
Returning to the local offices the camera-men developed the 
filin, which was thrown on the screen after ‘ The Little 
Minister had been run through, the work having been com- 
pleted in about an hour. 


Fifteen-Year-Old Film’s Future. 

A few weeks ago a film, which is fifteen veurs’ old, featuring 
Mary Pickford. was shown at the Queen's Hall, Neweastle, 
with all the disadvantages of the movies at that period. Ag a 
result of this, I learn, there has been an interesting develop- 
ment. It is understood that the film has been purchased bs 
an enterprising theatrical producer who intends to introduce it 
into a revue. 


A Change. 


Mr. C. J. Cox, who for some time has been the outside repre- 
sentative of the Phillips Film Company, has transferred his 
services to the Associated First National Pictures, where he 
will act in a similar capacity under Mr. W. H. Lindon Travers. 


Licence Transferred. 


The licence of the Buffalo Pieture Hall, Ashington, has been 
transferred from Mr. Joseph Lamb to Mr. Walter Lawson. 


*irst Runs Arranged. 


The new series of Monty Banks comedies have brought 
exceptionally good business to the local branch of Triangle 
Plays. Mr. Harry Faid, the manager, has booked the first run 
for Newcastle to the Queen's Hall, and in South Shields they 
will appear first on the screen at the Scala. He is also negotia- 
ting for the initial run of the drama, ‘‘ Ashamed of Parents,”’ 
for Newcastle. 


Ideal Films. 

The Ideal Film Compoiy hes a good variety of subjects 
on hand at the present time, 
informs me that 


Mr. B. Rose, the manager, 
he has booked ‘The Four Seasons "' to the 
Newcastle Picture House for the first run in the city. By the 
way, a number of the Jeading citizens of Newcastle attended 
the recent trade show of this film. Among the forthcoming 
pictures are a series of single reel ‘* Wilderness Tales,’’ and a 
tensely dramatic subject. ‘A Bill of Divorcement,’? which is 
due to be screened to the trade in the uear future. 


Heavy Bookings. 

Mr. Jd. G. Middleton, the manager of Famous-Lasky's Northern 
centre, informs ue that ** Fool's Paradise has been very 
hervily booked. He is looking forward eagerly to the arrival 
of a couple of big features produced by Cecil de Mille, entitled 
“Saturday Night’ and “ Is Matrimony a Failure?” 


A Big Demand. 

“* Man—Woman—Marriage,’’ an Associated First) National 
super, created considerable interest among the Northern show- 
men who were present at the recent London trade show, and 
Mr. W. H. Lindon Travers, the local manager, has been busy 
dealing with inquiries. ‘Penrod "ig going very well, and 
there is a big demand for ‘t Christmas,’’ which Mr. Travers con- 
siders will have equally as good, if not better, run than the 
popular ** Dinty.”? 


Larry Semon Reissues. 

Mr. KE. Thompson, the local manager of the Vitagraph 
Company, informs me that he will be reissuing 20 of the Larry 
Semon comedies in October. He is expecting shortly ‘ My 
Wild Trish) Rose.” which he describes as one of the biggest 
Wimers the company has put out. 


Short Lengths. 

Messrs. Butchers’ representative announces that the firm's 
second British National Film League subject, ‘tA Lilac Sun- 
bonnet,’” will be screened to the trade on July 20. 

Moss Empires’ next big subject, ‘* Truth About Husbands,” 
is to be screened to the trade in the near future. 


‘* BULLDOG DRUMMOND.” 


The screen rights of ‘* Bulldog Drummond” have been 
secured by the Hollandia Film Company of Haarlem, and pro- 
duction has already been commenced, Oscar Apfel, the popul:ar 
American director of so many will produce the 
picture, and Carlyle Blackwell, the American screen idol, and 
Kvelyn Grecley, who co-starred with him for over two years, 
will plav leads. The cast will also inelude English artistes of 
repute, such as Dorothy Fane, Warwick Warde, Leo Steere, and 
Bobby Vernon, the latter an ex-flying officer, who will do some 
stunt fiving in the picture. 


SUCCESSES, 


AUTHOR AND FILMED STORY. 


A few days sinee the Stoll Film Co., TLtd., were honoured 
bv a visit to their private theatre by ‘' Rita’? (Mrs, Desmond 
Humphress), from whose books the firm have produced ‘* The 


Google 


Tron Stair,’ ** My Lord Conceit,”” and ‘* The Pointing Finger.”’ 
Tt was to see the latter film—due for release in) London next 
Monday- -that ** Rita’? went: to Oxford Street. Later Mrs. 
Humphreys wrote expressing her satisfaction at the picture, 
which, she declared, was better than any of her work that had 
been filmed. 


‘* QUALITY PLAYS.’’ 

The Walturdaw Co., Ltd., have just purchased the exclusive 
rights in the United Kingdom of an entirely new and_ all- 
British series of short subjects under the title of ‘ Quality 
Plays." Produced by George A, Cooper, it is anticipated that 
they will prove of value to the exhibitor alive to the necessity 
of introducing short subjects of real merit into his program. 
The stories in ‘* Quality Plays" are taken from ‘ Pan"? and 
other English magazines. The trade show will be held at the 
Shaftesbury Pavilion on Tuesday next (July 18) at 11 acm. 
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Leader: A Contract that is a “Perfect Devil >’ 
By the Way ......... ee clea 
The Advantage of Getting Together ..... 
The Same Old Thing Night After Night . 
Sir Charles Higham Entertained by American Kine “Ad.” Men . 
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SMALL PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PUBLICITY. 


PUBLICITY AGENT FOB LONDON AREA.—A. 0. GAR. 
DENEB (late manager of Brock’s Crystal Palace fireworks). 
Lewis Road, Sutton, Surrey. 


“DYNAMO AND MOTOR ATTENDANTS,” by Broadbent, is 
a book of direct value to every operator-electrician Price 
4s. 10d. from Rentell, 36, Maiden Lane, London. 


PROJECTORS, ACCESSORIES, Etc. 


8,000 TIP-UPS, with standards, 5s. 6d. complete.—Hellen. 
brand, maker, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend-on-Sea. 


YHEATRICAL TIP-UP CHAIR MAKER.—Trade supplied.— 
Hellenbrand, 66, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend. 


WILLIAMSON'S CAMERA For Sale. all complete with Lens, 
Case, Tripcd, ete.; recently overu:uled; £40 or near offer. 
—~Rox B2P. 


TS 
FOR SALE.—Two Kalee Projectors, 1920 models, complete with 


Lamp House, Motors, and Starters. In splendid) running 
condition,—Apply Holmes, 88, Wellington Street, Bingley. 
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CARBONS. 


FOR CARBONS try CINEMA SUPPLIES, 178, Shaftesbury 
Avenue, W.C.2. Large stocks of CONRADTY, KINARKO, 
REFLEX, AND SHIP. Special offer: COLUMBIA 
NATIONAT. Positives, 20 min. 12in., 35s.; 18 min., 
12in., 25s. per 100. 


POSTERS, SLIDES, PUBLICITY, FILMS. 


POSTERS AND LANTERN SLIDES.—For edvertising all 
classes of business send to the Greatest Poster Writers and 
Lantern Slide Makers in the North of England. Yorkshire 
Agents for Rose Dew Spraying Essence. Poster and Slide 
Specisliste.—Imperial Animated Picture Co., Hustlergate, 
Bradford. 


Re Lambart Films. 


TO FILM RENTERS AND CINEMA 
PROPRIETORS. 


‘The NEGATIVE AND ONE COPY of the all-British Film 
Drama in 6 Reels. 
“ROMANCE AND REALITY" 


Written and Produced by Captain Harry Lambart, featuring Cora Goffin 
Film screened at America Co's. Theatre, Wardour St. W., at 11 o'clock 
on morning of Sale. For Sale by Auction by 
SAMUEL WALLROCK & OO.. at their Estate Auction 
Hall. Blenheim Street, New Bond Street, W.1. on 
Wednesday July 26th at 2-30. 
Particulars of the Trustee. David Hart. Esq., 5 Argyll St., W.. of 
the Solicitor, E. Cave, E:q., Egyptian House, Piccadilly, W.. and o 
the Auctioneers, at their offices, 7 Blenheim Street, W 1. 
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Managing Editor : 
FORTHCOMING TRADE SHOWS. 


LONDON. 
MONDAY, JULY 24. 


F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 3. 
Fox, Own Theatre, 1] and 2-45. 

TUESDAY, JULY 25. 

F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. 
Fox, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-45. 9 Elope If You Must—Western Speed. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 

United Kingdom, Own Theatre, 2-30. Hills of Hate 

F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 3. The Big Adventure. 

Gaumont, New Gallery, 11. The Man from Blankleys. 

Fox, Alhambra, 11. Carmen--The Reporter. 

THURSDAY, JULY 27. 
Gaumont, New (Gallery, 11. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 8. Headin’ West. 

FRIDAY, JULY 28. 

F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and = 1-30. Headin’ West 
Stoll, West End Cinema. Fox Farm. 
Int. Cine. Corp., Alhambra, 11. What Do Men Want?--Hank Mann 


Comedies. 
Famous-Lasky, Super, 11, The Bachelor Daddy. 


MANCHESTER. 
TUESDAY, JULY 25. 


Provincial Productions, Deansgate P.H., 11. Merely Players. 
Gilling, Kinema Exchange. 12. Joy Wheel Comedies. 
Samuelson, Gaiety, 11. The Game of Life. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 

Weisker Bros., Kinema Exchange, 2. The Hole in the Wall. 
THURSDAY, JULY 27. 
Fox, Futurist, 11. 
FRIDAY, JULY 28. 
Fox, Kinema Exchange, 11. 
F.B.0., Winter Garden, 11. 


LIVERPOOL. 


The Rowdy. 
Elope If You Must— Western Speed. 


The Rowdy. 


A Soul's Awakening. 
The Big Adventure. 


A Stage Romance. 


Elope If You Must—Western Speed. 
The Romance of the Rosary. 


MONDAY, JULY 24. 
Stoll, Palais de Luxe, 11-16 The Problem Eternal. 
TUESDAY, JULY 25. 
Weisker Bros., Kinema Exchange, 11. The Mole in the Wall. 
Gaumont, Seala, 11. Tense Moments from Great Opera. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. Tense Moments from Great Opera. 
Fox, Futurist, 11. The Fast Mail. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 
F.B.0., Prinee of Wales, 11.9 Romance of the Rosary. 
F.B.0., Kirema Exchange, 2-30. Romance of the Rosary. 
Gaumont, Scala, 11. Seas of Chance. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. Seas of Chance. 
THURSDAY, JULY 27. 
Moss Empires, Scala, 11. The Truth About) Husbands. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11. Desperate Trails. 
F.B.0., Kine. Ex., 2-15. Playing With Fire—The Shark Master. 
FRIDAY, JULY 28. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 2-15. Desperate Trails—-Playing with Fire. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 1. The Shark Master. 


BIRMINGHAM. 
TUMSDAY, JULY 25. 


Pathé, Theatre de Luxe, 11. | The Way of a Maid. 
Artistic, Futurist. Whispering Women. 

Fox, Scala, 11. | Shackles of Gold. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 

Vitagraph, Scala, 11. 
Stoll, Futurist, 11. 
THURSDAY, JULY 27. 
W. and F., Seala, 11. 

SUNDAY, JULY 30. 
Gaumont, Scala, 6-30. 
F.B.0., King’s Hall, 7. 


A Virgin's Sacrifice. 
The Sins of the Parents. 


The Crichet on the Hearth. 


The Magic Cup. 
The Rowdy—The Big Adventure. 


BRISTOL. 


Heart of a Wolf. 
Kindred of the Dust. 


TUESDAY, JULY 25. 

European, Queen's Picture House, 11. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 

Asso. First National, Castle Street Kinema, 11. 
FRIDAY, JULY 28. 

Ideal, Picture House, 11-30. 


NEWCASTLE. 
MONDAY, JULY 24. 


F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11-15. The Shark Master. 

Stoll, Stoll, 11-15. The Sins of the Parents. 
TUESDAY, JULY 25. ; 

F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11-15, Desperate Trails. 

Walturdaw, Own Theatre. 11 and 3.0 In His Brother's Place. 

Gaumont, Queen's Hall, 11-15. Seas of Chance. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2. Seas of Chance. 

European, Stoll) Picture House, 11. Human Hearts. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. : : . 

F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11-15. Playing with Fire. 

Stol, Stoll, 11.15. The Problem Eternal, 

Fox, Queen's Hall, 11. Silver Wings. 
THURSDAY, JULY 27. 

Butcher, Stoll, 11-15. + The Lilac Sunbonnet. 

Samuelson, Queen's Hall, 10-45. The Game of Life. 
FRIDAY, JULY 28. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11-15 and 2. 


The Four Seasons. 
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LEEDS. 


MONDAY, JULY 24. 
The Game of Life. 


Samuelson, La Seala, 2. 
TUESDAY, JULY 25. 
Welsh-Pearson, Kine. Ex., 2-15. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11-40. Romance of the Rosary. 
Gaumont, Kinema Exchange, 3-15, The Magic Cup. 
Curry, Exchange, 10-40. 0 Ashes of Love. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 
Walturdaw, Kinema Exchange, 11-40. The White Rat,” ete. 
THURSDAY, JULY 27. 
Fox, Kinema Exchange, 11-45. 9 The Fast Mail. 
FRIDAY, JULY 28. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11-40. 
¥.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 3-15. 


SHEFFIELD. 


Romance of the Rosary. os 
A Virgin’s Sacritice. 


Wee MacGreegor's Sweetheart. 


Docter Jim. 
Parisian Scandal. 


TUESDAY, JULY 25. 
F.B.0., Electra Palace, 10-45. 
Vitagraph, Union Street Picture Palace, 11. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 
Artistic, Union Street: Picture Palace, 11. Head of the Family. 
Artistic, Union Street. Picture Palace, 11. Heart of the North. 
New Century, Own Theatre, 11-15. At the Stage Door—Love's 
Outcast. 
THURSDAY, JULY 27. 
Artistic, Union Street Picture Palace, 11. 
FRIDAY, JULY 
Stoll, Cinema House, 11...) The Problem Eternal. 
Gaumont, Union Street Picture Palace, 11. The Magie Cup. 


NOTTINGHAM. 
TUESDAY, JULY 25. 


Gaumont, Scala, 11. Magic Cup. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 
F.B.0., Mechanic's Hall, 1. 
FRIDAY, JULY 28. 
Vitagraph, Lounge, 11. 
W. and F., Scaja, 11. 


Whispering Women. 


Romance of the Rosary. 


A Virgin’s Sacritice. 
The Cricket on the 


CARDIFF. 


The Adopted Son. 


Hearth. 


MONDAY, JULY 24. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. 
TUESDAY, JULY 25. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. The Adopted Son. oY 
Gaumont, Kinema Exchange, 12-15. A Private Scandal 
Gaumont, Kinema Exchange, 3. Parisette. 
Ideal, Capitol, 1-30, © The Four Seasons. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. The Adopted Son. 
THURSDAY, JULY 27. 
Walturdaw., Own Theatre, 11. The Adopted Son. 
The Way of a Maid. 


FRIDAY, JULY 28. 
Pathé, Kinema Exchange, 12-15. 
United Kingdom, Kinema Exchange, 3. Hills of Hate. 
Welsh-Pearson, Olympia, 11-30, Wee MacGreegor’s Sweetheart. 
Butcher, Kinema, 11-30. The Lilac Sunbonnet. 
Vitagraph, Kinema Exchange, 3. The Girl in His Room 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 1. The Adopted Son. 
European, Kinema Exchange, 12-15. Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. 
Samuelson, Park House, 1. The Game of Life. 
SATURDAY, JULY 29. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. The Adopted Son. 


GLASGOW. 
MONDAY, JULY 23. 


Fox, Grand Central, 10-45. 
TUESDAY, JULY 265. 

Gaumont, Salon, 11. The Magic Cup. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. The Magic Cup. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 

Wardour, Salon P.H., 11. 9 Wardour Comedies. 

Fox, Seala, 11-30. Nero. 

Jury, Own Theatre, 2-30. © The Idle Rich. 
Samuelson, Cranston’s, 11. The Game of Life. 
FRIDAY, JULY 28. 

Square, New Savoy, 11-15. 

European, Cinema House, 11. 


DUBLIN. 


Man—Woman- Marriage. 
His Wife. 
A Private Seandal. 


Silver Wings. 


Sybil Thorndike Productions. 
Human Hearts. 


TUESDAY, JULY 25. 
Asso. First National, Scala, 11 
Pathé, Carlton Kinema, 11-30. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 
W. and F., Carlton Kinema, 11-30. 0 @randma‘’s Boy. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11. Parisette. 
Fox, La Scala, 11-30. Nero. 
THURSDAY, JULY 27. 


Granger, Corinthian, 11-80. A Bachelor's Baby. 


BELFAST. 


Parisette. 


“TUESDAY, JULY 25. 


Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11. 
THURSDAY, JULY 27. 

Asso. First National, Panoptican, 11-15. 
FRIDAY, JULY 28. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11. A Private Scandal. - 

Pathé, Panoptican, 11-30. His Wife. 


A Woman's Place. 
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& BIG ONES For 1923 


Excellent Pay-Box Stories :: Released on the British National Programme 


lj, 
1. THE WALTER WEST PRODUCTION 


“When Greek 


Meets Greek” 


By PAUL TRENT 
Featuring VIOLET HOPSON 


and STEWART ROME 


“U” CERTIFICATE. RELEASED JAN., 1923 


2. THE PROGRESS BRITISH PHOTOPLAY | 


“The Lilac 


Sunbonnet 


By S. R. CROCKETT 


Featuring JOAN MORGAN 


“U” CERTIFICATE. RELEASED FEB., 1923 
— - TRADE SHOWS ——- 

LIVERPOOL Friday duly 21, II-0, Palais de Luxe 
BRISTOL - Sun. duly 23, 3-15, Queen’s Pic. House 
CARDIFF - Friday duly 28, 11-30, Cardiff Cinema y- 
NEWCASTLE Thurs. duly 27, 11-15, Stoll’s Tyne Th. 


>. THE WALTER WEST PRODUCTION 


“Son of... 


BUTCHER'S FILM SERVICE, L”: Kissing Cup 


Camera House :: Farringdon Avenue, Featuring VIOLET HOPSON 


** The Lilac Sunbonnet.’”’ 


LONDON, E.C. 4. and STEWART ROME 
Phone: Holborn, 5995 (5 lines), Wires : Butchilms, Fleet, London. 
Cables : ‘‘ Butchilms, London.”” A.B.C., 5th Edition. RELEASED MARCH. 1923. 
WATCH FOR TRADE SHOWS 
World's Rights for Walter West Productions— Progress British Photoplays and other 
important British Productions —are exclusively owned and controlle by 
Butcher's Film Service, Limited, to whom all inquiries should be addressed, 
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SIXPENCE, 


A CONCESSION WHICH MEANS NOTHING. 


How the Government “helps” British Producers. 


HE film trade has received its full share of atten- 
tion in this year’s Finance Bill, otherwise known 
us the Budget. When the measure came before 

the House on its Report Stage last week the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer turned down the proposals put forward 
on behalf of the industry by Sir Walter de Frece, in 
reference to Entertainment Tax. Then, on the principle 
that political wisdom dictates a sop of some kind to the 
disappointed party, provided be be sufficiently important 
from the point of view of power, or votes, which means 
much the same thing, Sir Robert Horne proceeded to 
make an apparent ‘‘ concession '' to the British produc- 
ing side of the trade. 

By the inclusion of a clause in the Bill in regard to 
the importation of negative kinematograph film it is to 
be provided that such film will in future be treated as 
blank film ’’ (unexposed stock is its trade name) if its 
production has been organised by persons whose chief 
or only place of business is in the United Kingdom, and 
the producer and principal actors and artistes employed 
are British subjects domiciled in the United Kingdom. 
This provision, according to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, will exempt 3uch film from the ordinary duty 
to which it is at present subject. 

On the face of it the British film producer would ap- 
pear to receive a valuable concession, and one likely to 
encourage the development of a certain type of picture 
which has hitherto been most unfairly handicapped by 
the imposition of the duty which this clause is intended 
to remove. In reality this so-called ‘ concession ’’ is 
no concession at all, as we shall presently show, when 
it comes to be examined in ‘the light of existing facts. 

It will be noted that the new clause in the Finance 
Bill stipuiates that ‘‘ the producer and principal actors 
und artistes employed are British subjects domiciled in 
the United Kingdom,’’ and that the production ‘‘ has 
been organised by persons whose chief or only place of 
business is in the United Kingdom.’’ With the latter 
condition no fault can be found, but unfortunately the 
stipulation in regard to the employment of the principal 
actors makes the so-called ‘‘ concession ’’ practically 
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worthless from the point of view of the British producing 
firm desirous of making international films. To-day there 
is an admirable tendency observable on the part of 
several British producing concerns to take whut are essen- 
tially Continental scenes upon the Continent, and to en- 
wage a mixed cast of English and French or Italian 
artistes, as the cass may be. This admixture of talent 
and scenic backgrounds, it is already proved, hag resulted 
in the making of a more nearly perfect international pic- 
ture, thus improving its quality and vastly increasing 
its foreign market value. 


‘ 


This so-called ‘ to the British film in- 
dustry does not take cognisance of this fact, and as a 
vonsequence any native production which happens to in- 
clude a foreign artiste in its east, will be automatically 
ruled out from the benefit intended to be conferred. We 
do not say that that was the Chancellor's deliberate in- 
tention, but in effect that is what this much-vaunted 
“concession '’ amounts to. The clause having been 
adopted, there is little use in erying over spilt milk, but 
we cannot help pointing out that if there had been any 
genuine desire on the part of the Government to help 
the British picture producer in his endeavour to make 
international films, and so strengthen the home industry 
by enlarging its market, the clause in question would 
merely have stipulated that the firm responsible for mak- 
ing the arrangements should be British, and that a cer- 
tain percentage of the artistes should also be of the same 


concession °’ 


nationality. As it is the concession, from the point of 
view of the international market, is worth less than 
nothing. 


In view of these continual abortive attempts to 
“help ”’ British pictures one can only wonder who it is 
that provides the Government with the ‘* official ’’ in- 
formation upon which they base their action. If this 
latest and most flagrant instance be a fair sample of 
the information as to the trade’s needs which is passed 
on to the Government department concerned, the sooner, 
in our opinion, there is a change in regard to the person 
responsible the better for all concerned. 
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By the Way: A Weekly Causerie 


on Trade Topics. 


Admission Prices. 


N theatreland the question of a reduction in the prices 
of admission has been prominent for some time, and 
kinema exhibitors siiould watch carefully the trend 

of events in this direction. The slump at the theatres 
in the West End of London is still severe, and it is not 
unlikely this will lead to an immediate decision to lower 


prices. Already at three theatres this poliev has been 
adopted. At the Kingsway the management pay the 


entertainments tax, and Mr. Cochran has made certain 
reductions at the New Oxford. At the Lyceum, the new 
scale fixes the price of a stall at Ts. 6d. (including tax) 
and is a popular reduction from the charge of 12s. | Sir 
George Tallis, now on a visit from Australia, where he 
holds important theatrical interests, states that down 
under they have been compelled to reduce prices some 
six months ago, and a similar policy has been adopted 
in America. He is convineed that a policy of reduced 
prices will eventually have to be adopted in England. 
He considers the chief difficulty here in the way of re- 
duction is mainly due to the extraordinary growth of sub- 
letting, In Austrailia and America there is no such 
system. 


Kirema Exploitation 

[’ is often said that the exploitation methods at the 
kinemas is unenterprising, and that ‘* selling the pic- 
ture to the public’? is practically a lost art. A 

correspondent from a Cathedral town sends a most in- 

teresting contribution in respect to the lack of go-ahead 

methods which characterises the kinema publicity in his 

town. He says: 


I have always thought, and always shall think, that in the 
matter of exploiting a production the local kinema management 
is moribund. I have memories of other places where, when 
walking through the streets, slips of paper have been thrust into 
one’s hands by a tall be-turbaned ‘¢ Arab,’? or some other 
special distributor. the handbills bearing the words ‘* Who Killed 
Jonas Turner? Go and find out at the Blank Theatre,”’ or 
something equivalent. And I have seen a team of white horses 
going through a town drawing a chariot containing ‘* The Queen 
of Sheba.’? One gets nothing here except, perhaps. some hand- 
bills, Money has to be spent. of course, but usually it is the 
kinema that ‘talks’ most that has the biggest andiences. 


And yet the exhibitor is grousing about bad business! 


Walter’s Progress. 


HEAR on excellent authority that Walter Wanger, 
I who made such a hit with his Covent Garden 

film season Jast Christmas, and more recently with 
his new venture, the Rivoli, in the Whitechapel Road, 
has been appointed manager of the Regent Picture 
House, Brighton, the super-kinema opened last August 
by P.C.T. This appointment, I understand, will not m 
any way interfere with his control of the Rivoli. 


Another Surprise! 

T is always pleasant to see one of the “ old guard" 
in the film trade coming to the front. George A. 
Cooper, who was assoriated with the renting busi- 

ness in the early days, and nine vears ago began by hand- 
ling the film version of ‘‘A Message from Mars,’’ which 
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signalised Charles Hawtrey's first appearance on the 
sereen, has now turned his attention to producing. Four 
Uwo-reclers represent his first cfforts in this direction. 
These were shown to the London trade this week, and 
proved quite a surprise in more ways than one. As an 
old friend Tam delighted to be able to record that George 
has fully justified his experiment. These short subjects, 
to be known as ° Quality Plays,’’ are so good, and such 
excellent entertainment, that they would do credit to an 
old and experienced producer. For a beginner they are 
remarkable. It is good news, therefore, that the series 
is lo include 26 subjects in all. They will be well worth 
watching,  Walturdaw’s are handling them, and they 
Will be put out at the rate of one a fortnight, commencing 
November 6 next. 


‘‘A Royal Divorce.’’ 

‘PERL, indeed, is an interesting piece of news. 
Harley Knoles, managing director of the Alli- 
ance Film Corporation, tells me he has purchased 

the film rights of that evergreen and popular play, ‘A 
Royal Divorce,” from friend W. W. Kelly, so long the 
proprictor of the Shakespeare Theatre. Liverpool. 
Knoles hopes to put the picture in) production at an 
varly date, 


Allied Artists’ Changes. 
Ww". the arrival of Hiram Abrams in London this 


week comes the announcement of the retirement 

of A.C. Berman from the position of London 
representative of the Corporation, and the appointment 
of Carrol &. Trowbridge to the vaeant position, A. C. 
Berman will in’ future manage the important foreign 
branch at the head office in New York, and will take 
charge of all export business. © Mr. Trowbridge has been 
associated with Allied Artists in America since its incep- 
tion, and comes to us with an excellent reputation for 
business capacity and knowledge of the industry gener- 
ally. T wish him every suecess in his new position, 


Carl Laemmle’s Visit. 
| ae J. SMITH, of Kuropean Motion Pictures, 


and representative in| Knglund for Universal, in- 

forms me that Carl Laemmle has greatly benefited 
by his rest on the continent, and expects to reach 
England towards the end of October. Mr. Laemmle will 
make a personal examination of his new and complete 
distributing organisation for Great Britain, and will prob- 
ably visit the main provincial exchanges before return- 
ing to America. 


Prevention of Fire Bill. 


HE Bill to make better provision for the prevention 

l of fire in premises where raw celluloid or kine- 

matograph film is stored and used, introduced 

some time since in the House of Lords by Lord Onslow, 

has been practically accepted by the House of Commons 

without serious amendinent. It will beccme Jaw imme- 
diately, 


July 22, ig22. 


7ESop. 
NOTICE quite an attractive window show which 
Granger's have provided for passers-by in Wardour 
Street to impress upon them the popularity 
of Aesop's Fables. A large map of London occupies the 
whole of the window, and black dises show the situation 
of theatres within the distriet where the Fables are being 
screened. Union Jacks stuck in the discs strike a note 
of triumph which Granger’s undoubtedly experience at 
the success of their novel adaptation of these age-oft 
stories. 


The Kinema Queue. 
H ALIPAX authorities, so our Bradford correspond- 


ent tells us, are objecting to the formation of 

queues outside picture theatres, and are threaten- 
ing that. the granting of future licences will be governed 
by the way in which the question of waiting patrons is 
dealt with by kineina proprietors. It is to be hoped 
that this point will not be insisted upon. At the present 
moment many exhibitors would be glad te see long queues 
outside their kinemas, but it would be most irritating if, 
when business improves, the possibility of something like 
prosperity were swept away by arbitrary action on the 
part of local authorities. The queue habit makes for 
orderliness, and the maintenance of orderliness is a 
municipality's chief concern. 


Charlie Chaplin, M.P. 
RS. CLARK SHERIDAN, who, in her recently- 
M published American diary, includes a eulogistie 
appreciation of Charlie Chaplin claims that the 
comedian “* 
engaged upon,”” 


is so immensely bigger than the work he is 

She feels that if he survives he should 

take a great part in international life, and gays that they 

half-jokingly discussed his entering Parliament, in which 

case he would be assured in an election a ‘* walk-over.”’ 

temembering Charlie's pedal extremities the walked-over 
candidate would certainly not have an enviable time. 


Mr. David Tebbitt off to America. 


R. DAVID TEBBITT, a director of the W. and F. 

Film Service, is about to visit America on 

business connected with his company. He sails 

to-dav (Saturday) on the Aquitania. Mr. Tebbitt, who 

is one of the founders of the company, and has been con- 

nected with the film industry from its infancy is making 

the trip in order to purchase films of outstanding merit. 

He will be pleased to hear from any American firm hav- 
ing such pictures for disposal. 


Irish Films. 
OST things Irish have a bellicose flavour at the 
M moment. Matters industrial are, to use a com- 
monplace, “* only middiing,’” and Paddy, as a 
national asset, is herdiy the best thing of the day. — It 
is, therefore, a matter of some interest to read about the 
successful inauguration of a film producing company in 
the °° distressfal "* country. Such is the fact, however, 
and Trish Photoplays, Ltd., has made its initial bow to 
the moving picture world. It is claimed for the new com- 
pany that the Irish climate is equal in every way to Los 
Angeles, and at the present time it has no rival film 
making in Ireland. It is, in point of fact. the only peb- 
ble on the beach. 9 Its program is modest, and it does 
not aim at the production of super-films, or at any rate 
not for some time to come. The first enterprise will be 
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in the direction of comedy, and a series of two-reclers 
will be undertaken, commencing with ** Causey's Mil- 
lions,’ from the pen of John MacDonagh, who will him- 
self direct the picture. 


As Others See Us. 


DECIDEDLY novel innovation has been intro- 

duced by Pathé Freres at the Woman’s Exhibi- 

tion at Olympia. This is no less than a modern 
complement of the “ while you wait ’’ photograph for 
those visitors who relished the novelty of appearing on 
the screen in exchange fur a modest fee. This idea cer- 
tainly possesses greater possibilities for aniusement than 
the older form of portraiture. For those who are filmed 
are able to see themselves as others see them, and this 
undoubtedly represents a human attraction that has all 
the elements of popularity. The visitors can please them- 
selves as to their antics before the camera, and who 
can tell how many embryo film stars may be discovered 
by this simple process? And how interesting it ean be 
made in providing additions to the family album. — For 
in the years to come, by means of these films, we shall 
be able to sereen our grandparents and provide a novel 
form of animated family entertainment. Broadcasting 
wouldn't be in it with such amusement values ! 


‘* The Glorious Adventure ’’ in America. 

TUART BLACKTON’S colour production, ‘* The 
Glorious Adventure, ’’ after a week’s premiere at the 
Capitol Theatre, New York, is to be released in the 

States in October by Allied Producers and Distributor’s 
Corporation, the recently-formed subsidiary of Allied 
Artists Corporation. The copies for the States are being 
edited and in part retitled. This is a little habit often 
indulged in across the pond. Perhaps somebody may be 
thankful that the name-title has survived the ordeal. 


New Kinema Equipment. 


OME of the new and popular suburban kinemas are 
going one better in the matter of providing for the 
comfort and convenience of their patrons. At the 

Queen's Hall, Cricklewood, the enterprising management 
how announce that they have garage accommodation for 
100 cars! A new arm has evidently been added to theatre 
equipment. 


The Phrase Emphatic. 


EVELOPING the idea of the man who bought two 

D stoves that saved 50 per cent. of the fuel, on the 

calculation that two stoves would save 100 per 

cent., a South London kinema is advertised as ‘‘ cool as 

two cucumbers.’’ In the winter it is probably as warm 
as two ‘ toastis ’’ as they say “‘ over the bridge.” 


British Comedian on Screen. 


HERE is every reason to believe that our broad 
comedians, properly produced, would prove popu- 
lar successes. It is therefore interesting to note 

that Jack Pleasants’ second film comedy has been com- 
pleted by Mr. W. Bowman. Owing to provincial en- 
eagements further production is held up for a time, but 
the series will be completed when Pleasants returns 


to town again. This ar- 
tiste’s personality and 
mannerisms give — fine : 


scope to the producer and 
the comedies should turn 
out quite well. 
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THE KINEMA A FRIEND TO LITERATURE. 


How the Reading of Good Books is encouraged 
by the Film. 


ROM time to time, when a successful novel has been 
F used as the basis of a screen picture, there have 
been found those who lift up doleful voices, com- 
plaining that the picture does not carry out with un- 
swerving accuracy the method of the book by presenting 
every detail exactly as the author wrote it. This, haw- 
ever, is to ignore the fact that although the novel, as 
written, was sound and appealing through the written 
word, it was impossible to follow out in closest detail 
the scheme of the story for pictorial purposes if the 
appeal was to be as strong in the picture as in the story. 
The presentation of a story pictorially demands the 
adoption of an entirely different method. 


It is so, often when a novel is udapted for the legiti- 
mute stage. Quite recently, for instance, those who have 
sven Miss Ethel M. Dell’s °° The Way of an Fagle,’’ have 
noted the alterations which the authoress herself has 
effeted from the form which the story possesses between 
heck covers. The compression of the book so that its 
story is told within the short space of an hour and a half 
or two hours demands treatment upen more intensive 
lines. 


A FALSE CONTENTION. 


So indignant, however, do such fcelk become when 
voicing their protests, that thev are driven, after the 
manner of indignant men, to the use of extravagant 
language in their denunciation of any change effected, 
and quite recently a writer in the daily Press, writing 
upon the subject, spoke of such necessary alterations as 
** degrading English literature.’ In his calmer moments 
the critie prebably regretted the use of the phrase which 
he in his indignation had penned, for how it is in any 
way possible to degrade literature by producing a story 
in picture form it is difficult to see. As well say 
that it would be degrading English art to describe a 
Turner painting with a slight variation from accuracy, 
by applying, say a wrong name to one of the painter's 
delicate touches of colouring. The truth is that many 
people get an entirely wrong notion of what literature is, 
confounding the story told with the medium through 
which it is presented. Thus literature classes often 
make a study of the ideas which a writer presents rather 
than his careful choice of words through which the ideas 
are set forth. 


HOW THE KINEMA HELPS. 


As a matter of fact, the kinema, rather than degrade 
literature, has in many ways strengthened its position, 
not, perhaps, in a way which is easily observable, but: 
one that is no less certain. For instance, the film critic 
of ‘‘ The Times,’ writing favourably the other day of a 
picture adapted from a well-known novel, said: ‘‘ The 
fiim will send many of us back to a re-reading of the 
hook, and if it only manages to do that its production will 
be worth while.’’) This is what many films have done and 
are doing, and to the extent that they are doing that, 
they are assisting towards a better appreciation of litera- 
ture. A kinema-goer who, having, for instance, seen 
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* Diana of the Crossways,’’ with Fay Compton as Diana, 
will approach Meredith's novel in a different frame of 
inind altogether than would be the case if no pictorial 
presentation had prepared the approach by imparting a 
vest for the novel. Indeed, it might very easily be the 
case that without some such preparation the average 
reader might be put off at the beginning of Meredith’s 
novel by the stvle and language which men have come 
tu call Meredithian. 


NEW STANDARDS. 


Such growth as men have attained in their apprecia- 
tion of literary style has usually come through an 
endeavour to reach something just beyond their grasp. 
Most of us can remember a youthful enthusiasm— 
almost u worship of—some form of literary expression 
which later we have outgrown. The wild and often 
bloodthirsty story loved so much in boyhood days—the 
Deadwood Dick tvype—has, if we have progressed, been 
left behind by our rmaturer attainment, and one has only 
to look at the plays produced to-day upon the sereen to 
sce the development of the photo-play from the cowboy 
picture to the really artistic drama. 

The advice given by an American writer of a past gen- 
eration is as applicable to books and pictures as to 
friends. ‘* One cannot help using his early friends,’’ 
he writes, “as the seaman uses his log to mark his 
progress. Avery now and then we throw an old school- 
mate ever the stern with a string of thought tied to him 

. and Icok to see the rate at which the string reels 
off.’" We ean test our growth by those means, and many 
a kinemagoer, were he presented with one of the very 
old and crude pictures of his film youth, would find the 
string reeling off ut a great rate. 


STANDARD OF TASTE RAISED. 


The standard of taste is gradually being raised, and 
the patrons of the kinema being largely composed of 
what men are content to call the working classes, much 
has been done to elevate and refine by means of the film. 
If such people are driven by their appreciation of a story 
pictorially told, to take advantage of facilities offered bv 
municipal libraries for borrowing the works of English 
masters of fiction, then the beauty of language 
which has given such writers the fame that is theirs will 
vradually be revealed to the reader. Then he or she turns 
from the imperfect forms of expression with which they 
were previously satisfied, and begins insensibly to crave 
for the more perfect style of the master of fiction 

Onoda 


= 


A NEWER WORLD. 


That the kinema is performing this function cannot be 
denied, and lovers of literature, instead of treating the 
kinema as an enemy of the beauty of expression in words 
which we call literature, should recognise the quiet work 
which the film is performing in leading men and women 
whose education has been truncated to a newer and more 
inspiring atmosphere than that in which it has been 
their wont to dwell. 
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THE FUTURE OUTLOOK IN 


THE FILM 


TRADE. 


Optimistic Opinions by Editors of the American 
Trade Press—Prosperity Predicted in 
the Autumn. 


HE leaders of opinion in the trade Press of America 
have just given expression to their views on the 
future outlook of the Motion Picture Industry. 

And they are very optimistic. Possibly no other trade 
section hag its finger on the pulse of industry more com- 
pletely and thoroughly than the editors of the trade 
journals. For the slump hit them hard. Business all 
round has been bad, and the past two years covered a 
period of great strain and anxiety. But with the swing 
of the pendulum better times are coming. ‘The revival is 
beginning, and the long lane has reached its turning. 
The opinions of these American trade editors are un- 
doubtedly entitled to the greatest attention and respect, 
and if they carry the message of hope to the trade in 
Great Britain, where the conditions have been almost 
equally bad, it will materially help us in the effort to 
lift the industry from its present depression to a brighter 
and more confident pcsition. 


What the Editors Say. 


The Associated First National Exhibitors, an organ- 
isation which controls 4,000 theatres, sent a business 
questionaire to the editors of the trade Press as to the 
general condition and outlook of the industry. We give 
below a brief summary of these opinions, which will be 
read with interest: 

William A. Johnson, of the ‘‘ Motion Picture News,’’ 
says: ‘* Business in general is going to be good this fall. 
There isn’t the least bit of question about that. It’s 
hard to make a motion picture man feel optimistic with 
a summer slump—and a mighty tough one—staring him 
in the face. But the business revival is on. We'll hit 
normal times this December and in 1923 there’ll be a 
boom that will descend to normal again in 1924-25. The 
period of depression just behind us was a period also of 
business atonement, of stocktaking. And out of it has 
come the beginning of a new era of doing things by the 
business vardstick—by figures—known figures! We 
are beginning to discipline ourselves.” 

Arthur James, of the ‘‘ Moving Picture World,’’ 
writes: ‘‘ The business prospects for the fall and winter 
for the exhibitor first and then for the producer and 
distributor are brighter now than they were before the 
period of depression, Business should return to what 
we have come to know as normal, which means normally 
large profits, because we are justified in expecting a re- 
turn of heavy attendance by reason of the large number 
of attractive pictures that are in view for the coming 
market. The exhibitor will benefit by these conditions, 
and so will the producer and distributor, as a matter of 
course, but none of the three elements will benefit if the 
pictures are expected to sell themselves first to the trade 
and secondly to the general public. 


Back to Normal Stride. 

Martin J. Quigley, ‘‘ Exhibitors’ Herald,’’ Chicago, 
sivs: ‘ The end of the panic pericd has been reached. 
Unemployment is no longer a problem. General indu:- 
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tries are awakening out of the depression that held them 
practically inert during this panic period. The public's 
purse is fattening. It is getting back in its normal 
stride. A new and better day is dawning for business, 
and no industry need look with troubled eye upon the 
conditions that ure to come. When this summer is at 
an end every industry must look to itself and not to 
conditions for an explanation if the return of prosperity 
has not been won. 


A Genera! Turn for the Better. 

L. W. Boynton, of the ‘* Exhibitor’s Trade Review,”’ 
writes: ‘* The coming fall and winter will usher in the 
greatest season of normal prosperity the industry has 
ever known. Unquestionably, there has been a general 
turn for the better in pictures within the past year. The 
whole situation, of course, hinges upon the attitude of 
the public toward the industry. I believe we are be- 
coming more and more responsive to public demand, more 
and more mindful of our responsibilities toward the 
people. Because we necd the active co-operation of the 
public more than we need any other single thing, we 
also need healthy co-operation within the industry itself. 


Healthy Business Reaction. 

Jack <Alicoate, of the ‘‘ The Film Daily,” says: 
‘According to the great business minds of the country 
a decided improvement, already under way, can be 
looked for in a general economic way throughout the 
entire United States this coming fall and winter. The 
pericd of readjustment is practically behind us. All 
lines of business are showing healthy reaction, and with 
the emmunities that have been hit with the so-called 
depression again prosperous it cannot help but reflect 
in increased prosperity for the live, aggressive exhibitor.”’ 


Are We Optimistic? 

These opinions are certainly very heartening, and may 
be accepted as: representing the general trade opinion in 
America. -The question is: Are these views applicable 
to this country? Candidly, we think they are. There 
is already a much better feeling on the exhibiting side. 
The mild and somewhat inclement summer, so far, 
lias helped the theatre side immensely, and hag practi- 
cally bridged a very difficult period. Prospects are very 
much brighter, and prosperity in the theatres means good 
and improving business for the renter. The production 
end of the industry is, unfortunately, feeling the effects 
of the slump in a very serious way. The truth is there 
is little or no money for British produetion, and this 
fact has, to a large extent, crippled the efforts of all 
our producing companies. Indeed. the supply of British 
pictures for next year is likely to be much below the 
average number for the last three years, and this in itself 
is a somewhat alarming position. So long as this fact is 
borne in mind there ean be no doubt as to the future 
prospects of the industry in this country. The opinions 
expressed above by the .\merican trade editors should 
hearten us all. 
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SUBTITLE SUBTILTIES. 
Should Word-Links in the Film be lessened, or should they be 


Increased in Number ? 


HE place of the subtitle in a photoplay has recently 
been a subject of discussion between two schools 
of critics. On the one side are those who would 

banish the subtitle altogether, or severely cut down its 
appearances to very few indeed, while on the other are 
those who defend it with vigour, und would even wish to 
see it much more frequently employed than is now the 
case during the telling of a story. 


CHAMPIONS OF REDUCTION. 


Those critics of the first order anxious to wage war 
upon it take up a somewhat doctrinaire position on the 
matter. They argue that the photoplay being what it 
is should tell its story pictorially, and that to carry it 
on by words is to use a medium which should be avoided, 
and that the silent drama should develop in its patrons 
w sort of new sense which should enable them to take 
hints from a picture of the bridging of gaps, or read into 
it matter which the subtitle for purposes of lucidity 
throws upon the screen. If this last idea is feasible it 
is, at all events, not practicable yet—here in England. 
The percentage of the population who are patrons 
of the picture house is much less than in America, 
and to presuppose such a gift in people which is 
practically non-existent is to check the habit of attend- 
anee at kinemas which every exhibitor, renter, or pro- 
ducer should be doing his best to foster. Many a good 
teller of a story in prose or verse has failed, not because 
his story did not suit the taste of the majority of people, 
but because his medium was so obscure that readers 
would not take the trouble to master it, and to attempt 
this with the photoplay by encouraging spectators to fill 
in a hiatus by the exercise of their own imagination is 
asking too much of them at the present time, at all 
events. 


FEWER AND BETTER SUBTITLES. 


That it is possible to economise in the use of subtitle< 
has been shown from time to time, and quite recently a 
play of Scandinavian origin trade shown in this country 
was remarkable for the small number of its subtitles and 
their quality. This often, however, depends upon the 
story. In some cases explanations are necessary of cer- 
tain actions by the characters which, if the pictorial 
method alone were used, would involve the introduction 
of another set of characters temporarily whose appear- 
ance would only tend to confuse the spectator and he 
quite unnecessary from the artistic point of view. — It 
has been urged by one critic of this school that the sub- 
title should be to the picture what the illustration is to 
the novel, but this analogy is more faulty than most 
analogies, inasmuch as an illustration in a novel never 
bridges a gap but supplements in pictorial form a story 
told by the letterpress in another way. 


READING FROM THE LIPS. 


There is yet another possibility, but the realisation of 
it is far off, and impossible in the case of films produced 
abroad with subtitles translated into English upon arrival 
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in this country or America, impossible, in other words 
when shown in countries where the language is different 
from that originally employed. Those who have had 
conversation with deaf people know how closely they 
watch the lips of those with whom they are in conversa- 
tion for the purpose of aiding an impotent hearing by 
the use of the sense of sight. How far is this practicable 
upon the screen? Actors and actresses vary enormously 
in the faculty of expressing by lip movement the word 
spoken, while at the same time keeping an expression 
from. becoming grotesque. ‘The possession of this gift 
was noted in the case of Fay Compton when playing 
Diana in George Meredith’s story, ** Diana of the Cross- 
ways,’” and the other day Anna Lehr as Janet Preece 
in the screen versicn of Pinero’s ‘* The Profligate,’’ was 
noticeable for this ability, But to insist upon this in 
the case of all players would, in many cases, be to destroy 
the artistic handling of a situation resting for its appeal 
on something quite distinct from the utterance of certain 
words. 


ELIMINATION OF THE UNIMPORTANT. 


Those who take the opposite point of view and do not 
feur-—nay, rather encourage—the increase of the subtitle 
feel that a picture would be greatly improved by the 
change, and that all the Jess important parts of a film 
might be left to be explained by a subtitle, leaving for 
pictorial presentation only those parts which make for 
the dramatic moment. It would be interesting to know 
what producers would think of such a plan, what, too, 
an exhibitor would feel with regard to a picture which in- 
volved a great deal of reading of subtitles which, for the 
sake of conciseness, contained words with which his 
patrons were only distantly familiar. 


QUICK IMPRESSIONS. 


After all the picture is the picture, and the suecess of 
the film has been due to the ease with which such im- 
pressions as the screen makes are recorded upon the mind. 
Again, an incident which might be recorded in a very 
short time pictorially would take a considerable time when 
explained through the medium of words, as the majority 
of kinema. patrons read and assimilate their reading much 
more slowly than many folk imagine. If this be doubted 
let the experiment be tried of listening for the ripple 
of Jaughter that accompanies the projection of a witty 
subtitle upon the screen, Time and again it will be found 
that the general laugh only comes some scconds after the 
ha! ha’s! of the more readily appreciative. 

As. is so often the ease, the truth lies between the 
contending bodies of erities. The producer seeks to avoid 
slowness of action such as may make the play tedious; 
his subtitle helps him not merely to record in a few words 
an incident not an essential pictorially; it also gives an 
opportunity to lighten a dull but necessary part of the 
play by the use of a set of cleverly-worded or subtly- 
phrased subtitles which add piquancy to the story, as 
does a condiment to a meal. 
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GET RID OF YOUR “OPPOSITION.” 


In most cases it is a ‘Bogey” you have raised yourself. 
This article tells you how to “lay” it. 


T would be interesting to know whom the trade should 
censure for grafting on to it this misleading word. 
Was it one of the early travellers who said, ‘‘ If 

you won't have it your * opposition ’ will,’’ or did some 
exasperated exhibitor declare: *‘‘ Oh, take it to my 
‘ opposition ’’’? Whoever it was ought to have been 
shot, for the word has been responsible for most of the 
ills from which the business suffers. Competition there 
was, and still is, but why opposition? The trouble was 
this thing distorted the vision of the pioneers and resulted 
in a wrong point of view. 


The Wrong Outlook. 


Now, if the view-point of a group of men is wrong its 
expression in action is tremendously far-reaching for the 
worse. Collectively, the trade has realised this; hence 
the various movements to counteract the evil. But, 
individually, the exhibitor or manager still looks upon the 
man across the way as his ‘* opposition,’’ and his con- 
duet being coloured by this goes on repeating the blunders 
which have always crumped him. 


And the Right. 


During a chat the other day the manager of a small 
circuit said: ‘‘ I have no ‘ opposition,’ I make my own 
plans, exploit my shows and programs in my own way, 
as though the other mun did not exist. It is up to him 
to do likewise,’’ Yet, collectively, as regards trade in- 
terests, this man is enthusiastic. Needless to say this 
manager's houses are successes. So long as you worry 
about what the next hall is doing the reaction on yourself 
is such that you cannot use your ability and individuality 
to advantage, and you lose confidence in your own selec- 
tions, your ideas, and your commercial courage. Also 
you are forced often into unseemly and unprofitable 
squabbles with the renters. You may think it an ex- 
aggeration that one little word may have so sorry an 
effect. But it is true. 


Forget the Other Man. 


Forget the other man and study your own show, its 
present position and potentialities, and then start again 
with a clear mind. After all you must know your house 
inside out, but you have not used your experience as you 
would because of what the other hall was doing. Then 


you can give your individuality full play as suggested 
in Tue Fitm Renter a fortnight ago, and be different and 


distinctive in all phases of your business. But you. may 
be different to without being better than others. This 
is the way to be better. 


Emphasise Your Selling Points. 


A kinema show has more selling points than most 
articles, and these can be exploited just as the Sunlight 
Soap or Glaxo people are emphasising their goods and 
making sales. You can sell your seating capacity in 
similar fashion. But a good product could not be sold 
regularly unless it was good quality, value for money, 
pure, and nicely presented. It is the same with your 
kinema, your projection must be perfect. Make it so. 
Your screen good and clean, The hall must be comfort- 
able, restful, and hygienic. The staff civil, quiet, and 
uniformly dressed, the whole creating a distinctive at- 
mosphere that appeals. The music gives fine scope. 
iixpress your individuality through that. Make it em- 
phasise the picture’s points. You know more about that 
than most conductors or pianists. 


The Picture Is the Main Goods. 


But the picture is the main goods. When you view a 
film or read a synopsis look for its selling points, in 
addition to its plot. The star, of course, always counts, 
but it is not the main thing. There is something just 
a little unusual in almost every film, and often situa- 
tions quite novel. Freeze on to them, isolate them by 
special emphasis in publicity. These points may be ex- 
ploited in many ways other than by song and recital. 
Lobby displays that suggest the feature—not merely 


phetcgraphs. Special lighting and decoration round the 
screen. Make the pecple think you are showing some- 


thing bigger and better. It will ‘‘ go over’? with sue- 
Often you will do super-film business with an 
average feature, and always better business. 


Cess. 


A New View Point. 

Give to your advertising the distinctive tone you have 
created in the atmosphere of your house. So can you 
build up geodwill. It will cost little more. You can 
get good advertising done for you if you are not. skilled 
that way yourself. It will pay you. 

Start right now with this new view-point, act with 
vigour and courage, and the opposition ‘‘bogey "’ will van- 
ish like mist before a breeze. 
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“THE ROYAL DIVORCE” TO BE FILMED 
BY ALLIANCE. 


W. W. Kelly tells ‘‘ The Film Renter” why he has previously 
refused to sell the Rights of his famous play. 


HE veil has now been drawn aside, and we know. from 
T ‘the Hips of Mir. Wo oW. Kelly himself the reason why 
for so dong that grevt and evergreen play, ‘* The Roval 
Divorce’ has remained unfilmed, ospacially having regard 
to the fact. drecly adimitted by all in the least degree capable 
of expressing an opinion of value on the subject, that it) will 
undoubtedly nicke a most successful film. 

That the filin rights of “oA Roval Divorce’ have at. length 
been disposed of, was confirmed by Abr We OW. Kelly, in’ the 
course of an interview the other day. when he stated that he 
had. on the previous evening (Wednesday of last week) signed 
acontract in recerence thereto for a very considerable sum, As 
to the exact mature of the amount he declined to be drawn, 
contenting himself with the statement that it) was ‘ta con. 
siderable sum’ and volunteering the further intelligence 
(writes our Liverpool correspondent) that he is to receive a 
vocd share of the royalties which the film will produce. 


On the Road for 30 Years. 


In the course of further conversation Mr. Kelly said: *t I 
don’t know how many times T have refused tempting offers to 
sell the film rights of * A] Royal Divorce.’ Ino fact, almost 
every film producer in the industry has approached me at one 
time or another with a view to inducing me to dispose of the 
film rights in the play, but To have always said ‘No my 
reason being that Iodid not want to injure the play.” 


Proceeding, “OW.W." regaled tha interviewer with some 
interesting statixties regarding the phenomenal attraction, 1 A 
Royal Divoree, has proved inoall parts of the country, ‘The 
play has been ‘oon the road" for thirty-one years continuously, 
has been produced on TL oecusions each in Manchester and 
Liverpool, and the public have so far shown me signs of tiring 
of it. 


Why ‘‘ W.W.K." Has Refused to Sell Before. 


As to what he meant by ‘declining to part with the film 
rights of the play for fear of injuring it.’ Mr. Welly explained 
his view was that, after having seen the piece produced as only 
the kinemaois capable of producing it, with luge armies and 
in fitting scenery, people would not care to withess the neces- 
sarily less elaborate stage version, 7° E have orten been told 
that my view is) wrone,”’ 
opinion. 


he went oon, “but that was ms 


The Alliance Film Company have acquired the pictorial rights 
in the play. and the producer is Mr. Harley Knoles, two of whose 
outstanding — film 
Bohemian Girl.” 

Tt need only be added (comments cur correspondent) that 
the production of *! A Rovil Divoree "in film: form will create 
much interest throughout the whole of the extensive Merseyside 
distriet, where both the play and - WAWLIRK. are not onty 
extremely well known, but also excesdinuly popular, 


suceesses ure‘ Carnival’? and oo *t The 


“BROADCASTING” 


CONDITIONS 


ANNOUNCED. 


British Apparatus to be Exclusively used for Two Years== 
Postmaster General's Statement. 


N echo of a Cabinet meeting held a fortnight ago was 

A heard in the House of Commons on Tuesday, when, in 

answer ton question by a Scottish member of the House, 

Mr. F. G. Kellaway, the Postmaster-General, made an announce- 

ment which will give vreat satisfaction to all interested in 

providing entertainment throughout the country by means of 
“wireless broadcasting.” 


Conditions of Licence. 


When the Cabinet met, a difference of opinion was apparent 
between the two schools of political thought contained in’ the 
Coalition Government, ene of which wished to admit apparatus 
from abroad, and the other which wished to stimulate the produc- 
tion of apparatus in this country, Mr. Kellaway stated in the House 
that he had intimated to a committee representing the manu- 
facturers of wireless apparatus in this country the conditions 
upon whieh he proposed to grant licences for ' broadcasting.” 
and theses proposals were being submitted to the general body 
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of manufacturers forthwith. He had informed the manuiae- 
turers that in the event of their supplying the capital required 
and providing efficient * broadcasting “* services, he would agree 
that the apparatus which it would be possible te use under the 
Post Office licence for the reception of these services should, 
for a period of two years, be restricted to apparatus manufac. 
tured in Great Britain. 


Wireless Station Site Selected. 

Answering questions, some of which were of a very critics! 
nature, questioning the power to do as had been proposed, Mr. 
Kellaway said it was inconceivable that. opportunity should) be 
given for foreign imanutacturers to exploit. this new for of 
communication ino this evuntry. Mr. Kellaway further stated 
that a site for the proposed high-power wireless station had been 
provisionally selected, and its final adoption depended upon the 
result of certain inquiries which were now in progress. Tt was 
not possible at this stage to sas by what date the installation 
was likely to be completed, 
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C.E.A. GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING. 


A VARIED BUDGET. 


Salvation Army's Unsatisfactory Correspondence—The 
Censor’s Certificate—Thanks to the North- 
Western Branch—Super Films at 
Theatres. 


HE usual meeting of the General Council was held at the 
T ofhces of the Association, Broadmead House, Panton 
Street, SAW... last week, Alderman I, Trounson, J.P., 
in the chair, The following were also present: Mr. A. J. Gale, 
Councillors G. F. MeDonald and G. V. Hutton, Captain J. W. 
Barber, Mrs. H. G. Dudley Bennett, Messrs. James McBride, 
R. W. Herriott, Ro Deoner, H. V. Davis, IK. Hewitson, Lewin 
P. Samuel, T. Herbert Kave, J. WH. Dovener, W. T. Gent, 
A. P. Blackham, H. J. Cook, S. HL. Justin, A. EK. Shields, H. 
Harcourt, J.T. Hallinan, Thos. Thompson, BF. KB. Adams, 
Sidney Bacon, A. HK. Newbould, M.P., Ritson Bennell, W.oN. 
Blake, FB. W. P. Peall, A.B. King, F. oH. Cooper, Bert Miller, 
F. W. Morrison, W. Gavazzi King (General secretary), We. oR. 
Fuller (assistant secretary), Norman Hart (solicitor), 


Salvation Army Condemnation. 

A lengthy series of letters which have passed between the 
general secretary and the Salvation Army authorities was 
brought forward in connection with a request by that body for 
assistance with their Self-Denial Week. Int The Times ‘7 ot 
January 23 was reported a serious and conde mmatory statement 
from the lips of General Booth concerning the kinema, upon his 
return from Scandinavia, and upon the request being made for 
assistance by the Salvation Army the general sccretary hal 
written to that organisation drawing attention to the statement 
and also to the fact that in certain instances officers of the 
Salvation Army had opposed the granting of licences te 
members of the C.B.A. | This letter was written on February 
27, but it was not until April 4 that a reply was received, this 
being in response to a reminder sent on March 29. 


Of Foreign Application. 

This, however, was only an acknowledgaie it. and a) further 
letter had to be written by the seneral secretary on May 2 
requesting a further reply. This came on May 16 from Majer 
Samuel Tucker as follows : 


With reference to your correspondence with Lt.-Col. Thos. 


Lewis, re kinemas, I am instructed to say that the Ceneral 
made this statement with reference to Scandinavia and Ger- 
many (as can be seen by the enclosed cutting from © The 
Times,” January 23, 1922) and which is of those countrics 
lamentably true. 


As it did not appear from the statement of General Booth 
that his remarks were limited to Scandinavia and Germany a 
further letter was sent by the C.B.A., pointing this out and 
closing with a suguvestion that General Booth should definitely 
state that he did not hold the view that the kinema ‘* was 
spreading a moral pestilence and was incurably infecting 
multitudes of the younger people with the baser forms of 
impurity and lust,” as far as English kincmas were concerned, 
This letter was sent on May 20, and on June 13 received its 
reply, the writer of the previous letter having been away on 
furlough. 


Withhold Assistance. 


This reply again urged that General Bouth's reference was to 
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Scandinavia and Germany, and to this the general secretary sent 
a letter as follows : 


I have received your letter of the 13th instant, whick T think 
misses the point ‘in my previous communication of the 20th 
ultimo. 

T have already pointed out that) my imembers have not read 
the paragraph in the way you attempt to explain, As a mis- 
apprehension has been created by this interview, the fair and 
proper method would be for General Booth to issue a further 
statement. removing this impression. [ ask, therefore, whether 
General Booth will do this. and also that he will state he does 
not hold these views of English kitemas. 

Will you please let me have your reply as soon as possible, 
as I desire to report this matter to the next meeting of the 
General Council of this Association, which is being held at our 
summer conference at Liverpool on the 27th instant? 


No reply had been received to that letter. 

Mr. BF. OW. Morrison said that if the Press had not reported 
General Booth correctly, it was his duty to issue a further note 
to put the matter right. Unles. tais was done they ought not 
to disten to any further appeals by the Salvation Army until 
General Booth made the amwende honourable toa clean industry. 
nad on the motion of Mr. Ritson Benuell, seconded by Coun- 
cillor G. Ve Hutton. it was resolved that the correspondence he 
circulated to the branches, with the recommendation from the 
General Council that it be undesirable to assist the Salvation 
Ariny until an amende honourable be made by General Booth, 


The Censor’s Certificate. 

The General Secretary read a letter sent by the secretary 
of the British Board of Film Consers to all publishers relative 
to films on which the Censors’ certificate was omitted, ino the 
following terms : 


Dear Sirs,—Complaints have been received from) the London 
County Council to the effect that certain films passed by my 
Board are heing exhibited without a copy of the Board’s certi- 
ficate in contravention of one of the Council’s regulations under 
the Cinematograph Act, 1909. A communication has also been 
received from) the Cinematograph Exhibitors’? Association draw- 
ing attention to these omissions, and stating that exhibitors 
will have to refuse to exhibit films which do not bear a copy of 
the certificate in compliance with the Council’s regulations. My 
Board, therefore, hope to receive your co-operation in this 
matter by making swe that a copy of the Board’s certificate is 
inserted at the commencement of each film in’ terms of voar 
agreement, by which means you will assist) both the work of 
the Board, the Licensing bodies and the exhibitors throughout 
the country. Yours faithfully, (signed) J. Brooke Wilkinson, 
secretary, 


A letter from the Lendon and Heme Counties’ Branch was 


al-o read, stating that if the several episodes constituting a 
serial film were shown on separate days, a reproduction of the 
certificate of the British Board of Film Censors in respect of 
the film = sheuld be exhibited with each episcde, and it 
acrecd that this letter be communicated to the K.M.A. 


was 


Country of Origin. 

A report from the representatives on the Committee of the 
British Board of Film Censors was submitted, and in comection 
with the report, and in answer to a question as to the inclusion 
of the country of origin on the certificate, Mr. EK. W. P. Peail 
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suid he had raised that matter at a meeting of the Board, and 
was told it would not be of any valuc, as the Board could only 
act on a statement as to the country of origin which was sup- 
plied to them, and they were net in a position to investigate 
every. statement. 

Mr BE. OW. Po Peall further added that there would be a 
diffculty in appending the nationality to ao film produecd by 
German artistes in Italy with British money (laughter). 


Thanks to the North-West. 

Mr. H. Vietor Davis) proposed that the 
registers its appreciation of the splendid hospitality manifested 
Ls the North-Western branch to members of the Association at 
the summer conference, and places on revord also ity sense of 
the great value to the consolidation of the trade and to the 
Associations, and of the development of interest 
exhibitors through the benefits of social intercourse, The only 
drawback to the summer conference and the arrangemeits made 
by the North-Western branch wus that if would be extremely 
difficult for any other branch to equal it, let alone surpuss it. 


General Council 


amouy 


A Social Success. 

He thought their trade papers and other critics ought to try 
and estimate the tremendous value of tovether 
exhibitors from the districts in woich the conference was held 
and from the most distant parts of the country, who were thus 
able to get to know one another. He would not be just if he 
did not pay a tribute to the wonderful and unfailing geniality ot 
their president, Alderman Trounson, and his wife. It was 
apparent that Mrs. Trounson had been at the back of her 
husband, which must account fer the success their president 
had achieved. Then they ought to mention Mr. and Mrs. 
Dovener and their daughters for their wonderful activity, atl, 
especially, they ought to mention the two secretaries, Mr. 
Worswick and Mr. Dudley West, whose arrangements through. 
out were perfect. He desired in this way to put on record the 
Council’s sense of indebtedness to the two secretaries for the 
splendid way they worked together. 

Councilor G. F. MeDonald having said he had the greatest 
pleasure in seconding the resolution and endorsing everything 
Mr. Davis had said, the resolution was corried amid applause. 


drawing 


Alderman Trounson’s Reply. 

Alderman Trounson said he regretted that Mir. Dovener was 
not present to respond to the vote of thanks, The business part 
of the conference was somewhat larger than hitherto, through 
the wonderful paper of Mr. Gavazzi King, which supplied them 


with enough oo matters for oa full business meeting. 
One very plensant feature owas the remark of — Lord 


Leverhulme, who said in conversation at the couferenee banquet 
that until that nizht he had had no idea of the personality of 
the kinema business. On behalf of those who worked so hard 
he had to thank them for their kind expressions which he would 
convey to the appropriate quarters when he returned to Liver. 


pool. 


Super Films at Theatres. 

Mr. Lewin P. Samuel said the question of the booking of 
the film, ‘* Way Down East," had been brought before the 
Birmingham branch, and he thought it} was only right to 
obtain the feeling of members present before they discussed. it 
at their branch on Friday next. The film has been put on at 
one of the Birmingham concert halls and at the Grand Theatre, 
Rirmingham, and they tock exception to a film being put on by 
a theatre or concert hall before being offered even at a high 
price to kinemas. They had not gone blindly into the matter. 
First they wrote to Moss Empires stating it was hardly fair te 
exhibit the films in that manner. Mess Empires said they were 
not renting but exhibiting, and that the Allied Artists were the 


Google 


renters, They aceordingly wrote to the Allicd Artists com- 
piaining that the film bad not been offered to the exhibitors. 
The reply they received was that Mr. Burman, who had the 
matter in hand, was away, and thes would place it: before him 
on his return. ‘These halls took the pictures on sharing terms, 


An Old Trouble. 


Mr. BR. W. PRP. Pow said this was a very old trouble in the 
West End of London, and he had discovered that) exhibitors 
around London would uot support hime in ana protest, in fact, 
some of them said that if the pieture hel been shown in the 
West Endo specially at a theatre it enhanced the value of the 
picture when it came to the suburbs. In the provinces the 
matter was different, and it was cntirely in the hands of the 
exhibitors loeally to deal with the situation, Councillor G. FP. 
McDonald said this was the first time the provinces had been 
confronted with this situation, and if they submitted on this 
cceasion they would mect it again in the future. Mr. H. 
Harcourt: We had the sane trouble at Plymouth, so we are 
opposing the granting of a kinema licence to the theatre, if he 
applies to play inere than one week, and we are also refraining 
from doing bookings with firms that ignore the exhibitor. 

Mr. 'T. Herbert Kayo said he thought the Council ought to 
assure the Birmingham people that they were prepared to back 
upany protest which the Birmingham people made, 

Mr. F. W. Morrison said they would quite recognise that the 
most effective way they could help themselves was that in 
articular districts they should) protest against dual licences 
being granted to the theatres where these films are shown, 
That had been done with success in Neweastle, and what could 
be achieved in one city could be done in others, 

It was approve the actin proposed by the 
Birmingham branch to refrain from bookings with renters who 
the exhibitor, and recommended a similar course to 
vach of the branches for their consideration, 


Children and the Kinema. 

Mr. BE. W. P. Peall referred to a question in the Heuse of 
Commons sugevesting that mental, moral, and physical harm was 
done to children and young persons by certain classes of kinema 
exhibitions, to which Mr. Shortt had answered that many films 
were exitihited which were not fit for children to see, and that 
he had recently consulted local authorities as to their exercise of 
the powers they possess under the Cinematograph Act, 1909. 

This matter was referred to the Parliamentary Committee to 
consider the powers possessed by local authorities under the 
Cinematograph Act. 1909, 


avresd to 


ienored 


Tax Topics. 

The Entertainments Tax was discussed at er at length, but 
the discussion was mainly concerned with the procedure likely 
to produce the most suecessful results on the Report stage. The 
General Council discussed for about two and a half hours the 
relative values of amendments tabled for the Report stage, and 
also various peints of Parliamentary procedure on which they 
were advised by Mr. A. F. Newbould, M.P.. and at the con- 
clusion of the meeting the delegates adjourned to the House of 
Commons to continue lobbying up to the last minute, 


Standard Contract. 


The draft submitted by the Standard Contract Comittee was 
considered clause by clause by the General Couneil, and various 
amendments were made, The draft as amended was unani- 
mously approved by the General Couneil and remitted to the 
Standard Contract Committee to discuss with the renters, 


Next Meeting. 
The next mecting of the General Council will be held in 
Fdinburgh on September 13 next. 
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‘*PROFLIGATE ” 


PINERO’S 


AS PICTURE 


should prove generally popular. 


Well-acted film play, featuring May McAvoy and Anna Lehr. 


A story impressively told | 


HOSE who have seen Pinero’s ‘f The Profligate,” will 
T remember that the play turns upon the harsh awakening 
of a trusting wife to her husband's earlier peccadill oes 

when she has worshipped him as an idesl man. Moss Minpires 
exhibited an adaptation of the play last week to the London trade, 
calling it ‘* The Truth About Husbands,’ and May MeAvoy, 


ih 


ScENE FROM ‘S THe Truru Aspout Huspanpbs.”’ 


who had the part of Leslie Brownell, the unsuspecting wife, 
and Anna Lehr, who played Janet Preece, the wronged woman, 
were the chief contributors to the play's undoubted success. 


An Impressive Story. 

Dunstan Renshaw is wealthy, idle and a bachelor, and having 
dallied with Janet Presce to her undoing, acting all the while 
under an assumed name, he sees Leslie Brownell, a schoolzirl, 
and obtaining the assent of her guardian, marries her, and the 
two go to Italy for a honeymoon, About the same time, Lord 
Dextes Randolph, a friend of Renshaw’s (with similar initials, 
it will be noticed) has divorced his third wife, and with the ready 
assistance of her mother has become engaged to Irene Stonchay, 
Leslie's scho Ichum. He is a debauchée, and Hugh Murray, 
Leslie’s guardian's partner, is disgusted at this arrangement. 

The marriage of Leslie with Renshaw is transeendently happy. 
the latter having strictly abjured his former mode of living. 
Mrs. Stonchay has followed Lord Dextes to Italy with Irene 
and Janet, who has gone with the Stonehays as secretary. 
During a brief absence from his Italian home, the Stonehays 
call on Leslie, and the latter protests against the selling of Irene, 
and instances her husband as the type of man worthy of her 
friend. Janet is taken ill at the Renshaw’s home. and Leslie's 
brother falls in love with her, an advance she holds at arm's 
length until her story is told to Leslie. Leslie is shocked and 
tells her she must leave the house, when her husband returns 
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with his friend, Lord Dextes Randolph. Janct, confusing the 
two men as they approach, declares that he is the man who 
lias wronged her. A scene takes place within the house, where 
Lesle confronts Lord Dextes Randolph with Janet, to find that 
a mistake has been made and that her own husband is’ the 
wuilty party. This breaks up the home and they return to 
America, becoming reconciled on the deathbea of Janet. 


The Pinero Touch. 

The film version differs from the stage version in its closing 
incident and in the American setting which is given it, but its 
appeal is in no way weakeaed by the alteration. The Pinero 
touch is evident throughout, and the handling of the complica- 
tion which results in Janet confusing the two men, due to 
having seen a cigurette-case with D.R. upon it when she knew 
him as Norton, is well planned. Anna Lehr, who takes the 
part of Janet, is unequal in her appearances, but her emotional 
appeal to Norton not to forsake her is very telling, and she has 
the gift of speaking her words so that they may be seen, 


Pretty Scenes. 

May McAvoy, as Leslie, is seen in some incidents that are 
hauntingly pretty, and of these that of her dream wedding cere- 
mony, as told to her school chums with a magnificent close-up, 
is one of the memories of the play. Unfortunately for Ler, the 
wedding is a plain one before a maudlin judge, and when the 
pretty dream scene was given as a‘‘flash,”” it was with a pang that 
one found that this flash excited laughter, Really it was a most 
effective Menns of emphasising the disillusionment to come, as 
well as the present different surroundings. 


A Strong Situation. 

There is a scene, too, during the Italian vi-it which calls for 
special tmeention. Renshaw, meeting Randolph in’ Rome, goes 
with him to a night club, where dark-skinned attendants carry 
ina draped figure, and placing its feet upon the table, by a 
snateh of the wrappings unwind them from a seantily clad 
dancer. Renshaw, disgusted with what once would have pleased 
him, returns to his room, sitting in the moonlight. and at this 
point the shufing of scenes showing the sleepless wife looking 
out into the moonlit garden, the husband dreaming in’ the 
shadowed room, and the love scene between Janet and the 
brother is very impressive. It is brought to a conclusion by the 
entrance into Renshaw's room of Lord Dextes Randolph, slightly 
inebriated and jolly. In spite of his disreputable past, Lord 
Dextes Randolph, as played by Ivo Dawson, is quite an attrac- 
tive figure possessing a personality. He has a laugh that infects 
the spectator, and is a weleome change from the debauched- 
looking rake with which kinema-goers are somewhat familiar, 
and certainly a much truer type in appearance than the English 
nobleman usually presented by American producers. 

In spite of its title, which implies that all husbands are, or 
have boen, wrongers of women, ‘f The Truth About Husbands ” 
should have a good public. It is a good play (it is almost super- 
fluous to say that) well-produced, and capably acted, 
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‘BROWN SUGAR.” 


Fine British Film of Successful Stage Play—Excellently 
Acted, well Titled and Splendidly Produced. 


Adaptation of popular stage play which is better than the original— 
Acting and Production extremely good—A fine 
Showman’s proposition. 


sented to the trade on tine 

advertisement for British flu production, Not only 
is it extremely well acted, but the sub-titles scintillate with 
wit, and the production throughout is of the highest possible 
excellence. —* 
as aostage play, and the story of the chorus girl who marries 
a lord and battles against the prejudice of her contemptuous 
and aristocratic relations-in-law, and completely turns the 
tables on them, is told in a play brimful of breezy action and 
delightful humour, with which is mingled a tender vein of 
puthos and deep feeling. 


Wednesday, is a 


a 5 ee SUGAR,” which Mr. G. B. Samuelson pre- 


Brown Sugar had a remarkably successful run 


BETTER THAN THE STAGE PLAY. 


The screen adaptation is even better than the stage play, 
for Mr. Samuelson has been able to infuse some deft little 
touches which make it a six-reeler of superlative merit. The 
acting throughout is extremely good. The story, bricfly, is as 
tollows : Stella Deering. a chorus girl, marries Lord Sloane to 
the misgiving of Lady Nnightsbridge’s mother, who is aghast 
at Stella's entire lack of artificial polish, and her disconcerting 
habit of calling a spade a spade. A’ situation which bristles 
with domestic difficulties is not lessened by the patronising 
of Lady Honoria Nesbitt, a Lady 
Knightsbridge, who before this marriage had hopes concerning 
Lord Sloane and herself. She, therefore, with 
Insolence, proceeds to make life as uncomfortable for Stelhi as 
possible, 

Lady Knightsbridge would had further food for 
misviving had she known of certain transactions of her youngest 
eon, the Hon. Archie Wentworth, with a certain adventurer, 
Croby Carruthers. Carruthers leads Archie into debt, and is 
discovered by Stella, who learns with consternation that Archie 
is indebted to Carruthers to the tune of €1,000, and— that 
Carruthers holds LO.U.’s which he theatens to use if payment. 
is not forthecining. 


condescension niece of 


aristocratic 


have 


Without knowing quite how she ean do 
so, Stella promises to find the money. 
Then fate puts the cards in Stella’s hands. Lady Honoria, 
who has also been following Mr. Carruthers’s expert and totality 
incorrect advice, is forced to seek the help of Sloane, and 
Stella discovers her husband in the act of giving her supposed 
rival a cheque for £250, 0 The demon of jenlousy storming up 
within her, she demands to know why Honoria comes to him 
for money, and when in honour bound Sloane is unable to tell 
her. she demands a sum of £1,000, refusing to give a reason 
without secking aaman’s permission, Sloane, hurt not a little, 
complies with her request. Stella's vietory, save for the 
satisfaction that she has saved Archie, is barren and incomplete. 
However, she is able to pay Carruthers and obtain Archie's 
T.0.U.’s, demanding in return that he shall be fleeced no more, 
and binding Carruthers by an oath to secreev. Lady Honorin 
overhears the latter part of the conversation, and does not 
hesitate te at once communicate to Lady Knightsbridge the 
information that Lady Sloane has paid Mr. Carruthers a large 
sum of money to hush up some scandalous seeret. Lady 


Google 


Knightsbridge, trembling for her son's good name, informs 
Sloane, and has Stella brought before a family tribunal. 


Burning with indignation, and at the same time realising her 
failure in her new sphere, she determines, as much for her 
husband's sake as her own, to return to the old life where she 
is wanted and understood. An enterprising manager, fore- 
seeing a scoop, offers her an engagement, and a contract is 
simned, before Lord Sloane and bis anxious parents, who, 
full from Archie, know the true 
state of affairs, can arrive to prevent it. 
move the astute manager not oat all, and it is left to *S unre- 
fined) Brown Sugar to complete her victory by showing a 
thir those from whom we 


having received a confession 


Threats and pleadings 


truer sense of ‘Noblesse Oblige * 


might more reasonably expect. it. 


FINE ACTING. 

Lilian Hall-Davis, as Stella Deering, follows up the splendid 
work she did in ‘ The Wonderful Story,” with an even greater 
triumph. | She is the chorus girl to the life, and her acting 
throughout the whole course of the picture is not only true to 
lice, but is a splendid character study. During the whole 
time that she is on the screen there is hardly ao false note 
struck, and she is to be very heartily congratulated upon oa 
performance which adds considerably to her reputation, Owen 
Nares, as Lord Sloane, has not a very great deal to do in’ the 
picture, His part hardly ealls for any great histrionical ability, 
but what he does is quite up to the standard demanded, 


A FINE SHOWMAN’S PROPOSITION. 


That fine old actor, 
vives at portrayal of the part that is equal to the finest: work 
As rather a gay old peer he 


rie Lewis, as Lord) Knuightshridee, 
he has ever done on the stage. 
is immense, and kept the audience in a continual state of 
amusement throughout. Henrietta: Watson, as Tady Knights- 
bridye. is also very well east, and, together with Margaret 
Halston as Lady Honorin Nesbitt, gives a fascinating perform. 
ance. The whole of the east is adequate. to every call upon 
them, and the result is seen in a well-balanced and eminently 
suceesstul photoplay. 

is not only a credit to British film) pro- 
being a really fine 


© Brown Sugar 


duetion, but has the additional merit of 


showman’s proposition.—FH.W.F. 


BRIGHT ONE-REELERS. 


R. HEFFORD (British Fanwcus Films) with his customary 

H. astutencess of giving the exhibitor the right thing at the 

rizht moment, is putting out a series of eighteen one- 

reeler comedies, the first of which is to be released on September 

25, and then at weekly intervals. With the present boom in 

stuff oat its height, there is every reason that. these 

comedies should go well. We understand) Mr. Hefford is 

showing a series of five in his private theatre, 174, Wardour 
Street. where exhibitors may eet in touch with him. 
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A CHARMING SCOTTISH STORY. 


Simply told and beautifully set in scenic surroundings 
that will delight Kinema-goers. 


A film version of S. R. Crockett’s novel ‘The Lilac Sunbonnet,” well cas, 
and acted. Presented to the accompaniment of familiar Scottish 
airs, it should prove a general favourite. 


ROGRESS productions are progressing. — Their latest 
prog 8 
picture, ** The Lilae Sunbonnet,’’ screened to the London 


trade last week by Butcher's Film Service, is as good as 
anything they have done, and S. R. Crokett’s story of simple 
folk makes a very charming play. 


A SIMPLE STORY. 


Scottish dialect in the form of sub-titles rarely gets over, but 
it must be admitted that in the present instance it is rather an 
attraction than otherwise, once we have used ourselves to. it. 
The reason, perhaps, is that at no time is the spelling of words 


according to native pronunciation overdone. There is just 


Scene From ‘‘ THE Linac SUNBONNET."" 


sufficient to suggest dialect, and no more, and that little helps 
quite effectively to create atmosphere in its own way. The 
play is simplicity itself, the action straightforward, and the 
characterisation as good as anything of its kind yet attempted 
in a film in which the whole of the scenes are set in bonny 
Scotland. 


PICTURESQUE SETTINGS. 
The most charming thing about the play is its pieturesqueness. 
Many of the scenes are a sheer delight, and glimpses of lake, 
woodland and fell sueceed each other in rapid sequence, and as 


the action of the play is largely outdoors, the public, which has 
a quick appreciation of the beautiful in nature, will revel in 
the exquisite charm of these rural settings, which are so perfectly 
in keeping with the simple story they set off. ** The Lilac Sun- 
bonnet ’’ is a type of British picture for which there is always 
an eager audience waiting, and if presented as it was at the 
New Gallery Kinema last week, to a most delightful. accompani- 
ment of well-known Scottish airs, its success will never be in 
doubt tor one moment. 


THE BATTLE OF YOUTH 

As one familiar tune after another strikes the ear, in perfect 
accord with the action of the story, one becomes more and 
more immersed in it, and assuredly the natural beauty of the 
Scottish scenery was greatly enhanced by the appropriateness 
of the music selected. The play takes its name from the fact 
that the heroine wears a sunbonnet of lilac hue, and it is the 
colour of this chic article of adornment which first catches the 
eye of the hero and draws attention to the charms of the girl. 
The story helps to show how stern and narrow is the doctrine 
of the Marrow Kirk, and, incidentally, goes to prove that youth, 
in the form of a pretty girl, and a high-spirited boy studying for 
* Orders,”’ if it sets its mind to the task can generally manage 
to drive a coach and four through any creed, and break down 
even the sternest of stern opposition. 


CHARMING ACTING. 


That is the main theme. The rest is more or less incidental 
trimming. The parts of the boy and the girl are very charm- 
ingly played by Warwick Ward as Ralph Peden, and Joan 
Morgan us Winsome Charteris. The latter is developing into 
quite a mature artiste, and although one remembers many of her 
child parts with considerabie pleasure, it must be admitted that 
added experience makes her more charming and acceptable in 
adult réles. Her Winsome in ‘* The Lilae Sunbonnet *? is a 
very pretty and finished piece of acting and contributes largely 
Warwick Ward makes in the end 
quite a likeable hero of the rather priggish and prudish Peden, 


to the suecess of the film. 


and the remainder of the parts are adequately played. 
The story was adapted and directed by Sidney Morgan, and 
with proper presentation and the use of the very charming 


selection of approprivte Scottish airs used at the trade show, 


The film 


should prove a most popular feature in any program. 
is included in the British National program. 
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CParamount GPpiclures 


TRADE SHOWS 


LONDON | July 25 | SUSPENDED FOR THIS WEEK ONLY. 

LONDON | FRI 28 THOMAS MEIGHAN 

paca Sani | July “THE BACHELOR DADDY.” 

GLASGOW july yt SUSPENDED FOR THIS WEEK ONLY. 

ps he | TUE | 

LEEDS | July | SUSPENDED FOR THIS WEEK ONLY. 

SHEFFIELD July 6 SUSPENDED FOR THIS WEEK ONLY. 

TUE 

MANCHESIER | July 25 | SUSPENDED FOR THIS WEEK ONLY. 

CARDIFF | Jaly 28 | SUSPENDED FOR THIS WEEK ONLY. 

NEWCASTLE | Fal 28 | SUSPENDED FOR THIS WEEK ONLY. 
| July 4 

LIVERPOOL July 28 SUSPENDED FOR THIS WEEK ONLY. 

BIRMINGHAM | July 28 SUSPENDED FOR THIS WEEK ONLY. 

NOTTINGHAM | July 5 SUSPENDED FOR THIS WEEK ONLY. 


a:| FAMOUS-LASKY 


fox THe uniteo mincoow —~ LOND 


THE FILM RENTER AND MOVING PICTURE NEWS . | er JULY 2% 


PE aPiee J 


as 


a 


———— 


a 


ee 


On : 
“DIGWIZeG-by tie) he soi 
, : pn 


he i] ¥ Ty 


ADOLPH ZUKOR 
presents 


Thomas 
Meighan 
TEBACHELOR 
DADDY” 


From the novel by 
EDWARD PEPLE 
" INuthor of ' 
THE PRINCE CHAP 
Directed by Iilfred &. Green 
pbb by 1EE BEBE ue 


SD Paramount Picture 
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DISTRIGUTED BY 
FAMOUS-LASKY FILM 
SERVICE LTD. 
160-170 WARDOUR ST, 
LONDON W.I. 
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HAROLD LLOYD’S NEW-STYLE COMEDY. 


‘Grandma's Boy” 


a film with which Exhibitors 


should beat records. 


A tip-top laughter-maker, original in its conception and treatment, 
and guaranteed to put any audience in immediate 
= 3 od . good humour. . 


N ‘ Grandma’s Boy,’’ Harold Lloyd absolutely surpasses 
I himself. It is far and away the best thing he has done, 
and the new style of comedy, which is essentially his own, 
provides us with five thousand feet of uprcearious fun which will 
put the dullest audience into an immediate and lasting good 
humour, 


A GREAT COMEDIAN. 

Lloyd is a comedian with a style and method ‘that is entirely 
different to that of the general run of film latighter-makers.’ He 
is always clean, and never vulgar. He is original in all his 
work, and whilst there is at times a sugvestion of the slap- 
stick method of other days about some of his antics, this is 
almost inevitable in a film that relies upon quick change and 
eure speed action for its effects. 

‘ Grandma's Boy "’ is sheer comedy of the most ludicrous 
kind, and one of the biggest laughter-makers seen on the screen 
for a long time. Harold Lloyd, though backed up by a cast of 
first-class actors, is a host in himself. But he is too great an 
artiste to try and occupy the centre of the stage all the time, 
and whilst each of his coadjutors has his innings, Lloyd generally 
manages to turn any situation in which he is taking part to good 
account. 


A CLEVER BLEND. 


The element of comedy is. uppermost throughout the entire 
story, but there are touches here and there that are almost 


NO LICENCE. 


Kinema Manager’s Difficult Position. 


Sa result of changes in the management of a Colne (Lan- 

A cashire picture house, and differences of opinion between 

responsible people, Joseph Ashworth, kinema manager, 

was before the Colne Police Court, summoned for a breach of-the 
Kinema Act. ; 

A police witness gave evidence of visiting the Central Kinema, 

where a show was being given to about 160° persons. He 


‘superior to his own inherent weakness. 


‘akin to pathos, and we have a fight between grandma's boy and a 


bully who tries to sneak his sweetheart which is so realistic 
that it has its share of dramatic moments, as well as a big 
spice of laughter. But even the comedy is leavened by an 
excellent, if not too obvious, meral lesson. Grandma's boy, 
according to the story, is a coward at heart until granny tells 
him a story about his grandfather’s bravery during the Civil 
War, and puts in his hand a mascot, which makes a man of 
him. Thenceforward he becomes a perfect little devil. Fear is 
banished; he captures single-handed a dangerous ruffian for 
whom there is offered a reward of a thousand dollars; he wins 
his best girl ; and licks his bullying rival. Then to cap every- 
thing the old lady tells him that the mascot had nothing to do 
with his change of spirit: it was merely the handle off her 
umbrella, and the story about his grandfather’s bravery was 
all fake. He had only to make up his mind to do things to rise 
That is the very mild 
moral of the story, and our last glimpse of the girl is in the 
arms of the boy, carrying her over the stepping stones of the 
local’ brook into which they tumble and receive an old- 


fashioned baptism prior to celebrating the nuptial rites. 


A oe STAR yy 


” 


ATTRACTION. 


‘* Grandma’s Boy ”’ is a tip-top comedy which is a sufficiently 


big attraction to ‘‘ star’’ at the head of the bill wherever it is: 
shown, The W. and F. Film Service should do record business. 


The 


and the exhibitor on its exploitation. 
“eat  Pcit: 


on its bookings 
public will simply 


asked defendant for his kinema licence, and was handed one 
made out in the name of Joseph Ferguson, which had expired. 
He ascertained that owing to friction between Mr. Fergusor 
and the defendant the former had: refused to transfer the licence 
to defendant. . 

For the defence it was stated that financial difficulties had 
been at the bottom of the affair, and that defendant had not 
acted wilfully. 

The magistrates, who were asked to take a lenient view of 
the case, emphasised the seriousness of the offence, and imposed’ 
a fine of £5, including costs, afterwards granting a teniporary 
14-day licence to Mr. Ashworth. 
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Pearl’s Patron-Pullers. 

EARL Films, for the purpose of assisting exhibitors’ 
Pp exploitation of their picture,’’ ‘* Ten Nights in a Bar- 
: Room,’’ have issued a service book which should achieve 
the object they have in view. Reproductions of coarse screen 
‘blocks of the leading incidents in the play and its characters, 
reductions of posters, together with the synopsis and a good list 
of musical suggestions should be very helpful, line blocks also 
of incidents and particulars of shades being included. A smaller 
book, issued in connection with the Torehy comedies, is as 
‘valuable as its larger companion. 


‘Century Comedies. 

Simultaneously with the release of ‘‘ Moonlight Follies ’’ and 
“* Robinson Crusoe ’’ in October, the European Motion Picture 
Company, Ltd., will release the first of their Century comedies, 
“* Red Hot Rivals.”’ Lee Moran, who stars in this company, 
is said to have achieved great success with pictures that depict 
the sport side of life. European emphasise that the two-reel 
Universal Century comedies handled by them are all new 
features and appeal to all classes, including the juveniles. 
Brownie, the wonder dog, which appears in ‘* Sic "em Brownie,’’, 
to be released on October 9, is a comedian on .four legs. 


” 


Forthcoming Fox Productions. 

In their private theatre on Monday and Tuesday next, at 
11 a.m. and 2-45 p.m., Fox, it is announced, will present two 
of their 1922-23 season’s etar productions. The first, entitled 
‘“ Western Speed,’’ features Charles (Buck) Jones, and the 
second, ** Klope if You Must,"’ is another amusing Kileen Perey 
Production. 

‘““ Western Speed,’ adapted from an original story by William 
Paterson White, is a thrilling drama of love and vengeance, 
staged amidst the primitive regions of the Western Plains, and 
the other feature is described as a highly amusing and cleverly 


-constructed farce. 


g 
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A New Newall Production. 


The Guy Newall production of ‘‘ Fox Farm,"’ adapted from 
the novel by Warwick Deeping, is now complete, except for 
cutting and editing, and by the time these lines appear in print 
the trade show of the picture will probably have been announced. 
It is to be released in London on the 81st of this month, and 
a fortnight later in the provinces. The story is said to be quite 
unlike anything Guy Newall has done before. He himself has 
recently figured rather in ‘* walking on’’ parts than in really 
dramatie rédles, but he has quite a big part in this production 
as Jesse Falconer, who ig a failure as a farmer and is blinded 
in the act of blowing up a tree. Ivy Duke, forsaking all her 
pretty frocks, fills the rédle of a poacher’s daughter—the first 
character part she has ever played on the screen. Barbara 
Everest plays the part of Falconer’s hard and none too faithful 
wife, while Cameron Carr provides a new sort of ‘‘ dirty dog ” 
in the guise of Jack Ricaby, a successful farmer.and Mrs. Fal- 
coner’s lover. A. Bromley Davenport combines humour with 
brutality and cunning in the part of the poacher, Sam Wetherell. 


The Proof of the Pudding. 

Granger’s Exclusives. have received the following most 
satisfying letter from a Midland exhibitor who had been show- 
ing that firm's ** The Right to Live.’’ ‘‘ Thanks for the pressure 
you put upon me to book ‘ The Right to Live.’ We ran this 
film to the end of June and it proved to be one of the greatest 
successes that it has ever been my privilege to play at this hall. 
In spite of fine weather, we did business equal to that of the 
best time we have experienced in this theatre. If I should 
hear of any exhibitor who has an open date in the near future. 
I shall strongly reeommend the above subject as one of the best 
stimulants for a ‘pick me up’ in these times of very quiet 
business.” 


“a 


The Masculine Mind. 

The inherent restlessness of man is equally as important a 
topic as the perhaps greater restlessness of women, of which we 
have recently heard so much. The International Cine Corpora- 
tion take up the cudgels of women, and in the presentation of 
their forthcoming film endeavour to throw on the screen a reply 
to ‘* What Do Men Want?’ The production is from an original 
story by Lois Webber, and is also directed by this capable artist 
and authoress. ‘* What Do Men Want’ is being trade shown 
by the International Cine Corporation, Ltd., at the London 
Alhambra on the 28th inst., at 1l a.m. With it is to be screened 
the first set of Hank Mann comedies, which International Cine 
have acquired from America. 


The Water Finder. 


The current issue of ‘Around the Town,’’ has, perhaps, the 
most novel experiment of ** slow-motion photography *' yet 
made. It is a ‘‘ slow-motion’’ record of the action of the 
muscles of a water diviner, Mr. Timms, whom scientists accept 
as the most wonderful water and metal diviner in the kingdom. 
The muscular action is produced even against the diviner's will, 
the forked hazel stick twisting and turning in spite of the 
effort to keep it still. 


e 
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Activities at a Glance. 


>, 


The Famous Romance of Old Castile. 


Yet another addition to the long list of Fox Special super- 
productions will be made on Wednesday next, July 26, when 
fa magnificent screen version of ‘‘ Carmen '’ will be presented 
at the Alhambra, Leicester Square, at 11 a.m. The story of 
Carmen, the fascinating beauty of Seville, queen of smuggler 
bands, and ever the admiration of men, has been told in count- 
less ways, but the picture, it is claimed, gives the most complete 
and spectacular reproduction of the story vet presented. Every 
effort has been made ‘to preserve the quaint but impressive 
atmosphere of old Seville; while other beautiful exterior scenes 
include the mountain jaunts of the smugglers. The leading 
characters are enacted by a specially selected all-star cast. 


A Compact Catalogue 

A neat little booklet of 64 pages, 4 inches by 38, is issued by 
Goldwyn, giving brief particulars of Goldwyn productions 
recently released or due for release at various dates up to June, 
1923. Title, length of film, date of release, an illustration from 
the picture, a brief description, and reference to the issue of 
‘““The Goldwynner "’ giving fuller particulars, appear on each 
page of the picture thereupon dealt with, the well-known 
Goldwyn lion appearing upon the outer cover. Such full informa- 
tion, in such concise form, will be welcomed by all whom 
Goldwyn pictures attract and interest. 


Colour Picture-Play’s World Release. 

To be shown through the world early in September, ‘‘ The 
Glorious Adventure,’” J. Stuart Blackton’s prizma-colour film, 
presenting Lady Diana Manners and an all-star British cast, 
will be distributed throughout the United States and Canada 
by the Allied Artists’ Corporation. The French rights of ‘* The 
Glorious Adventure ’’ have been sold to Messrs. Trarieux and 
Legrand, and the Belgian and Dutch rights to large renting 
companies in these countries. Negotiations are now being 
completed for the sale of the rights in Germany, Italy, Austria, 
the Seandinavian countries, and in Central America, South 
America and the Orient. 


A New Ethel Dell Film. 

While all the Ethel M. Dell films have been successful, some 
have achieved more popularity than others. ** The Lamp in 
the Desert’ and ‘‘ The Knave of Diamonds”’ are at the 
moment being everywhere received with the greatest satisfac- 
tion. Both these films are closely run by ‘* The Place of 
Honour.”’ another Dell film, directed for Stolls by Sinelair Hill. 
Although released in April last, ‘‘ The Place of Honour”? has 
still to be screened in over five hundred theatres. Its uniform 
success throughout the country is so satisfactory alike to Stolls 
and exhibitors, that the latter will be glad to learn that Sinclair 
Hill is now at work upon ‘** The Nonentity,’’ an Ethel M. Dell 
story of the same type. Of the cast playing the leading 
characters only one—Hugh Buckler—is familiar to Stoll British 
pictures. Mr. Buckler played the ‘‘ strong, silent ' man part 
in ‘‘ The Place of Honour,"’ but the part of Lord Ronald Prior 
in ‘‘ The Nonentity ’’ has much more humour in it. 


Digitiz 


Google 


THE FILM RENTER &. MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 23 


DOING 
, an: a. 


Lupino Lane Films. 


At the same trade show considerable interest will be centred 


’ 


on a new production, ‘* The Reporter.’’ This is the first subject 
of a special series of comedies featuring the famous English 
stage comedian, Lupino Lane, who has been engaged by the Fox 
Company for a long period. 


Thrills. 


European announce that the famous Universal Jewel eight-reel 
production, ‘* The Storm,"’ will be trade shown at the London 
Alhambra on Tuesday, August 1, at 10-45 a.m. Starring House 
Peters, Virginia Valli and Matt Moore, this dramatic production 
was shown to record crowds at the Capitol, New York, whilst the 
American trade and lay Press were enthusiastic in their praise 
of the picture. It is claimed that the forest-fire scenes and the 
scenes in which fugitives are shooting the rapids, are amongst 
the most thrilling ever screened. It is proposed to have a guit- 
able prologue to the picture. At the same time will be shown 
‘Going Straight,’’ a two-reel production, in which Mary Pick- 
ford and King Baggot appeared twelve years ago. 


Thomas Meighan in ‘‘ The Bachelor Daddy.”’ 


The story of a good-natured man who adopts five motherless 


children the week before his own wedding, with surprising 
results, Thomas Meighan’s new Paramount picture, ‘t The 


Bachelor Daddy,’ may well be described as a thoroughly 
‘happy ”’ film, especially as the appeal of the story is enhanced 
by five delightful child players, notable among whom is Char- 
lotte (Peaches) Jackson, who will be remembered for her previous 
work with Mr. Meighan. Leatrice Joy is the leading woman. 
The picture, which is from the story by Edward Peple (author 
of ** The Prince Chap "’), was directed by Alfred Green. It will 
be trade shown by Famous-Lasky on Friday, July 28, at the 
Super-Cinema, Charing Cross Road. 


Scene From ‘' Tue Bacwetor Danpy.”’ 
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The 


Neglected Wife 


ABEL GANCE 


It is one of his greatest 
pictures—having all 
the fine quality he 
showed in his Film 


66 WD 99 
‘J accuse, 
_ but is an intense drama 
of Great Appeal. 


BRITISH RIGHTS FOR SALE 


ERNEST REED, General Manager. | 


Apply— 
FILMS DE FRANCE, LTD. 
ss ace: 15 CARLISLE ST., ead 
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GUY NEWALL PRODUCTIONS 
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ROUND THE MANCHESTER TRADE. 


THE WEEK’S ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTHERN CENTRE. 


A Bowling Event—Famous-Lasky Booming—C. C. Co’s Developments—Burnley ‘Change—Gaiety 
: Gets There—The Marconiphone. 


HE good work being accomplished by the committee of 

{ the Manchester Kinema Sports’ Association continues to 

grow, As in the case of Leeds these local sporting and 

social events are welding the different sections of the trade 

together. Individuals are discovering many admirable traits in 

people whom they could not previously fathom, and friendships 

are being formed which will not only be an advantage to the 

men themselves, but to the business at large. Properly con- 

ducted, and kept within reasonable limits, nothing but good can 
result from the committee's efforts. 


A Bowling Event. 


One of the latest successful ventures was a bowling handicap 
at the usual venue, The Farmer's Arms, Northenden, This was 
organised by Messrs. Baker, Baines, and Bowmer, Apart from 
the actual bowling there were many merrv interludes and much 
good-natured chaff; this, combined with the value of the fresh 
air inhaled, made a mental and physical tonic much to be appre- 
ciated. Some prizes were presented and others charged up 
against the entrance fees, 


The Prize Winners. 

Jack Baines, of the Palatine Film Co., was the winner, the 
first prize being a fine gold-mounted umbrella, presented by Mr. 
Albert Lester. The second award went to Mr. Councillor 
Emery, being a handsome set of toilet brushes (Mr. James 
Blakeley). The third and fourth prizes fell to Mr. W. D. Smith, 
of the Scala, Withington, and Mr, Frank Hough, of the 
Wellington, Stockport. These were a pipe and cigarette case 
respectively, and bought by the club. Mr. Arthur Seddon won 
the consolation handicap, which was an umbrella. The usual 
high tea was hugely enjoyed during the afternoon, 


Another from Hyde. 

The next offering of Moss-Primus will be from that far-famed 
book, ‘* The Sky Pilot,’ by Ralph Connor, The deep humanity 
of this book should give a basis for a very appealing, yet 
dramatic production. It should also bring in many people who 
do not regularly attend picture houses. 


Famous Lasky Booming. 

Mr. Harrison has been having an exceptionally good time 
locally with ‘t A Fool’s Paradise.’’ It has turned out to be one 
of the biggest successes of the vear, having exceeded all expecta- 
tions. Shortly, ‘’ Bachelor Daddy "’ will be shown. This features 


Thomas Meighan, and is stated to be the best work he has 
done since ‘‘ The Prince Chap.’’ Also ‘‘ Beyond the Rocks,’’ 
starring Gloria Swanson and Rudolph Valentine, who will be 
remembered for his fine acting in ‘* The Sheik,’’ will soon be 
presented. It is good to hear that this old-established branch 
reports improved business and is full of optimism for the near 
future. 


‘* La La Lucille.’* 


The Vivid Film Company announce that very good business 
has been done on this film following the publication of the letter 
from the Manchester Gaiety, It may be well to point out 
that they have four other five-reelers, featuring Eddie Lyons 
and Lee Moran, which they claim will be as successful as ‘* La 
La Lucille’? has proved to be. <A five-reel ‘* scream ’’ is cer- 
tainly a strong attraction in any program, 


C. C. Developments. . 

The C.C. Displays, Ltd., are now comfortably housed in their 
suite of offices at 100, Deansgate, with a London address at 16, 
Great Chapel Street. These people, in addition to renting, are 
entering the furnishing and accessories business, which they 
intend to develop extensively. Pending arrangements for 
exploiting a big output locally, they are handling in’ the York. 
shire and Lincolnshire territories, seven excellent features, 
featuring Louis Glaum, Stewart Holmes, J. W. Hackett, 
Vivian Martin, and Kitty Gordon. The control of these 
pictures in the above areas has been placed in the hands of 
Curry’s Exclusives, Ltd., who have representation in the 
territories, 

The C.C. Co. is also concerned with exhibiting, and is erecting 
at Broadheath, near Manchester, a modern hall to hold 1,200 
people. Mr. H. Curry, who controls the destinies of the firm, 
was for ten years with Gaumont’s in Manchester, and, subse- 
quently, assistant-manager at the Deansgate Picture House, 
Manchester. Later, he secured the site for the new Trafford 
Picture House. 


Popular Songs in Films. ‘ 

In ‘The Lilac Sunbonnet,’’ which Progress are exploiting 
locally for Butcher's, there is an opportunity for exhibitors to 
enhance the value of the film by introducing into the music 
such old favourites as ‘‘ Annie Laurie’’ and ‘' Blue Bells of 


(Continued at foot of next page). 
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CARPENTIER AS 18th CENTURY 
CORINTHIAN. 


Well-known Boxing Men Watch Stirring 
Fight Scene. 


DGWARE, a quiet suburb of London, had a gala day in 
its history on Saturday, which, incidentally, was one of 
‘the most unique occasions in the sporting history of the 


CARPENTIER IN THE FIGHT SCENE. 


British capital. All the celebrities of the Ring, Blackfriars, the 
noted headquarters of London boxiug, wrestling, and all sport- 


July 22, 1922. 


ing enterprises were there, and no less a person than Georges 
Carpentier was the star of the occasion. 


A Picturesque Contest. 


Cheers resounding from the hillside off the: main thoroughfare 
of that suburb told that something unusual was happening, and 
those that were not already there turned out to see what 
The sight that greeted the arrivals unacquainted 
with the nature of the occasion was one that - piqued the 
imagination—a crowd of gallants in 18th century costumes, 
picturesqhe gipsies, and men of all stations from fashionable 
Bath of the year 1750, clad in the gaudy raiment of that period, 
while in the midst of it alla fierce encounter was proceeding 
within a square of rope between Carpentier and his opponent. 

What actually was happening was a fight between Carpentier 
and Harry Drake, the well-known Blackfriars pugilist, for the 
film being produced by J. Stuart Blackton, with the noted French 
champion in the leading part. There were scenes of fighting, 
as they did it in those days, on the green sward, with bare fists, 
in the old Corinthian manner. Carpentier gave some remakable 
exhibitions of athletic prowess that evoked cheers from the 
crowd, his entrance having been effected by a daring leap over 
the heads of spectators into the ring. 


it was. 


Familiar Ring Personalities. 

Harry Drake was once Carpentier’s sparring partner in fistic 
encounters in London. Tom Berry, another Blackfriars 
favourite, appeared as the referee, and Ray Rayniond and other 
Blackfriars personalities were the seconds. Familiar faces of 
the Ring were to be seen among the spectators in the film 
crowd. Mr. Blackton showed quite a lot of knowledge of fighting 
in his direction of the scenes. Many humorous episodes enlivened 
the scenes, one in particular where Carpentier’s wig was snatched 
off by his opponent in the heat of combat. 

The audience that watched the film scenes being ‘‘ shot ’* 
was made up of many residents in the vicinity, as well as many 


sports-loving people from all sections of London, 


(Continued jrom previous page.) 


Scotland '? in appropriate scenes. Harry Lauder’s songs may 
also be played in the comedy sections, 


Burnley Change. 


Mr. Walter Rushworth, who has-been so long manager at the 
Clifton, Blackpool, has this week gone to the Alhambra, Burnley, 
to succeed Mr. Wall. It is a big change from the seaside to 
this typical Lancashire mill town, but Mr. Rushworth will find 
an equal opportunity there for the exercise of his business 
talents, and the expression of his charming personality, as he 
did at Blackpool. He will probably meet many old friends 
who patronised his hall on holidays. 


Gaiety Gets There. 

Whenever possible the house management at the Gaiety have 
created novel prologues and settings for films, This 
‘““Down on the , and, in addition to 


week 
Farm’ is showing, 
musical arrangements, the verandah is decorated with corn and 
erates of domestic fowl placed in the lobby. In the orchestra 
well lattice work is erected, and straw is littered about, while 
live geese make merry in a pen. A milk carrier gives a finish 
to the scene. The cost ean not have been great, but the effect 
is very big indeed. There ig some point in most films to be 
exploited like this. 


The Marconiphone. 


Mr. Millgate, Walturdaw’s local accessories manager, tells 
me that his company is now open to negotiate for installations 
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in picture houses. Those desirous of details should get in touch 
with the Manchester office at the earliest moment. I under- 
stand that it is possible that a set may be installed in a local 
picture house for demonstration purposes. On the film side, 
Mr. A. Leslie, in the absence of his chief, gave me details of 
their coming program, a unique feature of which is the inclusion 
of six short dramas, adapted from ‘‘ Pan ’’ and other magazines, 
These productions are British and of excellent quality. The 
first, ‘* The White Rat,” is to be released on November 6 this 
year. 


Curry’s Developments. 


Mr. Thompson tells me that they are developing in Yorkshire 
and the Midlands, where they are submitting five features. In 
the local area ‘‘ Dick's Fairy ’’ and ‘‘ The Law of Nature "? are 
still booking well. These people have a fine range of furnishings 
and are featuring real, artistic, specially- 
designed posters, These are quite outstanding and are hand- 
painted with a fine brush, 


and accessories, 


Mechanical Music. 

T had a chat with Mr. Harris, of Capitol Productions, Ltd., 
with referenee to the ‘* Vietorphone Orchestra.’’ I have rarely 
spoken to a man who is so enthusiastic on a novelty as Mr. 
Harris is on this ‘* Viectorphone Orchestra.’’ I am given to 
understand this is a gramophone worked with electricity and 
compressed air, and the combined effect is the most wonderful 
ever Wherever this novelty has been the exhibitors 
clamour for a return date, and I shall certainly be interested to 
hear this attraction at the Scala, Bury, next week. 


known, 
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SHAUER VISITS ENGLAND. 


E. E. Shauer, Director Foreign Department Famous-Lasky Cor- 
poration, now on one of his periodical visits to Great Britain. 


LIVERPOOL JUSTICES APPROVE 
NEW PLANS 


But Impose a Six Months’ Limit. 


N behalf of Mr. Harry Chappell, member of a firm of 

QO builders and contractors, an application was made to a 

meeting of the Entertainments’ (ommittee of the Liver- 

pool Justices last week for the approval of plans in respect of a 

kinema which it is proposed to construct on the site now 

occupied by premises 196 to 202, Breck Road, a populous district 
of the city. 

Mr. Rudd explained that it was not intended to make any 
application to the public for capital in connection with the 
proposed venture, inasmuch as Mr. Chappell and a partner were 
determined to carry out the scheme themselves. For a matter 
of twelve years the site had been in a dilapidated condition, 
and had been lying practically derelict. A provisional contract 
had been entered into for the acquisition of the land, which was 
about fifteen hundred yards in extent, at a cost of £4,065, and 
it was proposed to erect a picturedrome at an outlay of £17,000. 


Opposition Unsuccessful. 

The application was opposed on behalf of Mr. Leary, a well- 
known Liverpool funeral furnisher, has a_ business 
establishment adjoining the site of the proposed new kinema, 
and by Mr. Justin Lynskey, in the interests of the proprietor 
of the Royal Super-Kinema, which is in the neighbourhood. 
Interrogated, the applicant stated that other picture houses in 
the locality did not appear to be doing too well at the present 
time. He was, however, of the opinion that the neighbourhood 
was sufficiently large to support another kinema,. 

Mr. Lynskey informed the Bench that the proprietor of the 
Royal Super-Kinema, which was situated only eighty-six yards 
away from the site of the proposed new picturcdrome, had 
expended over £30.000 in the reconstruction of that building 
about two years ayo, At the present time it was extremely 


who 
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difficult to make any kinema pay its way. Within half a mile 
radius of the one concerned in the present application there were 
six picture palaces, and ten within a radius of sixteen hundred 
yards, 

By the committee decided to accede to the 


a majority 


» application. 


At the same sessions an extension of six mouths was granted 
in the commencement of building operations in connection with 
the erection of a picture hall on the site, 240 and 248, Nether- 
field Road North, which is in the North end of the city. It 
uppeared that plans for the kinema had been approved on 
January 6 last. 

With regard to a picturedrome to be erected in Rochester 
Road, Tuebrook, the committee sanctioned an extension until 
the October sessions, 


Work Must Not Be Delayed. 

The Stipendiary mavistrate, who is chairman of the Liver- 
pool Justices’ Theatres and Public Entertainments’ Committee, 
emphasised the fact that approval of plans in respect of new 
picturedromes was subject.to the condition that the building 
operations in connéction with such enterprises must be com- 
menced within six months from the date of the plans being 
approved, and added‘ that the Clerk to the Justices had sup- 
plied the committee with a lengthy list of people who had sought 
and obtained approval of plans more than six months ago, but 
who, in the interim, had apparently done nothing whatever as 
far as building was concerned. 

‘* Tt must be understood,’’ declared the chairman, ‘ that the 
Bench regard such plans as stale, and that they will not 
necessarily feel themselves bound in such to grant 
licences for such buildings when applications are made for 
licences."" 


AN OPPENHEIM NOVEL FILMED. 


causes 


Mdlle. Valia and M.-A. Wetherall 


\ c in a new Stoll film, pro- 
duced by Maurice Elvey from E. Phillips Oppenheim’s ‘ A 
Man and His Kingdom.” 
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THE TRADE IN LIVERPOOL. | 


(By our own Correspondent.) 


A Holiday Accident — Forthcoming Fox Films__Liverpool t to Manchester—Famous-Lasky Arrivals— - 
Marconiphone Matters, 


FOUND Gordon. Dartnall looking remarkably well after his 

fortnight’s holiday in’ Pwhelli, when I called in’ to see 

him oat) Fox's up-to-date cstablishment in Manchester 
Street the other day. While in’ Liverpool we had been 
experiencing mest atrecious weather in the way of rain and 
eold winds, things were much better, climatically speaking, 
Where Gordon was, for he assured me that during the two 
weeks he was cavay quite 75 per cent. of the time sunshine had 
prevailed, Hoe was accompanied by Mrs, Dartnall, and) Mr. 
Fred Parker Gormerly manager of the City, now the Futurist, 
Picture House, Liverpool, and at present manager of ie 
Coliseum, Leeds), and Mrs. Parker. | Unfortunately the holi- 
day was marred by one untoward incident. Mrs. Parker had 
the misfortune to be struck on the forehead with a golf club, 
and sustained a nasty wound. Indeed, had the blow found its 
mark oa quarter of an inch lower down Mrs. Parker must 
inevitably have fest her eve. However, she was attended 
to promptly, and Mrs. Parker made such) progress that her 
husband and she were able to motor home three days afterwards, 


Forthcoming Fox Films. 

In the course of an interesting chat with Gordon, he informed 
me that he had made arrangements, on behalf of Fox's, ty hold 
a trade show on the 25th inst., at the Futurist, of a super- 
production entitled ‘* The Fast Mail,"’ performed by an all-star 
cast. Indesd, to quote Mr. Fox's own words, *' The Fast 
Mail’? is the fastest film ever put on the screen for action,” 
and ‘Sa very strony drama.’? For August 1) Gordon has 
arranged a trade screening of Willian) Farnum in ** Ao Stage 
Romance,” which is adapted from the lite of Edmund Kean, 
the celebrated English actor. I further ascertained that 
Gordon has about a dozen further trade views of big: pictures 
on the fupis, and the titles and dates of these will be announced 
in due course.. By the way, the last indicated trade views will 
be held on Thursday each week in the Palwis de Luxe, Lime 


Street. 


Liverpool to Manchester. 

An interesting Fox mem. Having ably deputised for Mr. 
Dartmull during that gentleman’s holiday vacation, Mr. C. G. 
Dickinson, Fox's special production representative in. this: part 
of the country, has now transferred his presence to Man- 
chester, where he will undertake the managerial duties what 
time Mr. Sutton Dawes is holidaying in the South of England. 


“* The Crimson Challenge.’’ 

famous-Lasky had a trade show at the Scala on Friday, 
the 14th inst., of film entitled ‘ Beauty's Worth,” which 
features Marion Davies, and at the same venue on the following 
Friday, the 2Ist inst.. of ‘The Crimson Challenge,’” in) which 
the star part is plaved by Dorothy Dalton, supported by several 
other well known screen artistes. The Crimson Challenge” 
is a Paramount film picturised from the story, ‘ Tharon cf 
Lost Valley,” by Vingie KE. Rote. 


Famous-Lasky Arrivals. 


There were due in Liverpool Inst Sunday morning. per the 
Cunard liner Laconia, Mr. Einil EF. Shaner, treasurer of the 
Famous-Lasky Film) Corporation, and party, including Mr. 
John W. Hieks, jun. The last-named is business manager 
on behalf of Famone-Lasky in Australia, and is returning home 
ria Eneland, after a visit to New York, where doubtless he 
has succeeded ino pleisantily combining business with pleasure. 
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Mr, Shauer is visiting the United) Kingdom on one of his 
periodical business-cum-pleasure trips. Genial Mr. He. D. 
Nisbet, manager of the Famous-Lasky interests in) Lancashire, 
and Austin Denton, who so ably manages the Liverp sol end 
of the business, had arranged to board the Laconia upon her 
arrival to give a cordial welcome to Mr. Shauer, Mr. Hicks and 
the other members of the party. 


Marconiphone Matters. 


CL had a most informative chat the other day with Mr. S. A. 
Jones, Lancashire manager for Walturdaw’s, upon his) return 
from London, where he had attended a demonstration of the 
Marconiphone, the sole rights ef which, as is commonly known 
by now, lave, so far as this country is) coneerned, been 
obtained by the enterprising firm of Walturdaw. Said Mr. 
Jones: *! The demonstration proving the possibilities of wire- 
less far exceeded all my expectations. It was, indeed, really 
marvellous. It was like magic to me. He had also spent a 
considerable. time, with profitable results, at} Marconi House, 
where he had gieaned from the Marconi experts quite a mass 
of information which would serve him in’ good stead) when 
discussing the Marconiphone with prospective clients, 


Marketing the Apparatus. 


The trip to London also included a conference, presided 
over by Colonel Brown, managing director of Walturdaw’s, 
of all the branch managers of the firm, and a plan of campaign 
for placing the Marconiphone on the market to the best possible 
advantage of all concerned was arranged, lixhibitors, asserts 
Mr. Jones, will be well advised to sign their Marconiphone 
contracts immedintely, as there is bound to be a rush, and 
orders are being dealt with in strict rotation, It is, Mr. Jones's 
intention, subject to obtaining the requisite permission from 
the owners of the premises in Dale Street, where Walturdaw's 
Liverpool interests are looked after, to have erected there three 
sets of wireless suitabld for home use, and varying in price 
from £4 10s. to £25, © When these are in operation anybody 
interested is invited to call and ‘*sainple” this great invention, 
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‘“The Arabian Nights.’ 


By the way, while in’ London, Mr. S. A. Jones attended a 
trade show of the latest Walturdaw film, ‘t The Arabian 
Nights,’ at the Alhambra, and he votes it a‘ really magnificent 
production.”” It is hoped to arrange a trade view of this 
picture for the benfit of Merseyeide exhibitors at an carly date. 
Walturdaw's trade show, arranged by Mr. F. P. Maynes, and 
held in the Futurist on Friday last. of ‘t The Adopted Son,”* 
was well received by a numerous onlooking of exhibitors, and 
subsequently Mr, Maynes received several inquiries for dates. 


First National Features. 

Achat with Frnie Colton, of the enterprising Associated Fisrt 
National, the other day elicited the information that the film, 
Man -Woman-- Marriage.” which he is offering to exhibitors 
in’ the Mersesside avea, is proving a great suecess, and is 
rapidly earning a reputation as one of the best films of the 
verr. '! Wineto Reviews.’ which are being handled by the 
representatives of Associated First) National, are also being 
hooked oat ao satisfactory rate. Ernie advises exhibitors, in 
search of attractive items for their programs to book Agsociated 
National's short interest films, respecting which he will be 
pleased to receive inquiries. 
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@Sizanne Lenglen 


Millions of people young and old 
are Tennis crazy to-day and will 
want to see this wonderful picture 
in which Suzanne Cenglen illusti: 
ates the correct way to play. 
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Specially filmed by Stoll 
Picture Productions, using 
a slow motion camera. 
to illustrate simple and ie 

difficult shots: a 
THE SCOOP OF THE YEAR. aeee 
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A LENGLEN FILM. 


HER STROKES «+ SLOWED-DOWN” 
10 TIMES, | 


It is one thing for a woman. to possess 
ordinary feminine grace; it is another 
for her to be a lawn tennis player of such 
excellence as Mile. Lenglen. Kinema 
films, however, prove that Mlle. Lenglen 
has both, 


Yesterday (writes the Film Critic) the 
Stoll Film Co. took some ordinary photo- 
graphs of Mlle. Lenglen at Willesden Green 
Tennis Club; later she was induced to go ta 
the Stoll Studios. where a snecial court was 
marked out and Mile. Lenglen played before 
& Slow-~motion camera. 

The result, a wonderful lesson in the art 
of lawn tennis. will be offered to-the public 
during the first week in August. Mlle. 
Lenglen “‘ slowed-down ” ten times should 
prove of interest to artists and athletes 
alike, Jet ajone the thousands of women who 
will flock to see her in her new role. 
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“SHORTS” WHICH 


PROVIDE A PLEASANT SURPRISE. 


New British Producer's Successful Essay in Two-Reelers. 


i 


Issued under the title of ‘‘ Quality Plays,’’ the first four of a series 
of twenty six two-reel pictures provide the Exhibitor with a 
new brand of strong and attractive short subjects. 


T is a sign of the 
I times that greater 
care and atten- 
tion are now — being 
devoted by British pro- 
ducers to the making 
of short length - films. 
The public wants 
them; the exhibitor is 
on the look-out — for 
really good short stuff, 
and) there should, 
therefore, be a good 
and increasing market 
for one and two-rcel 
subjects of first-grade 
quality. 


‘“ QUALITY 
PLAYS.” 


In this class we have 
no hesitation in placing 
GrEorGE A. COOPER, the new series of two- 

reel pictures shown to 

the London trade this week by Walturdaw under the series title 
of “Quality Plays.’ The work of a new producer, whose 
first effort at picture making they represent, these brilliant little 


. plays are but another remarkable example of film-men breaking 


out in new and unexpected places. Mr. George A. Cooper, 
who was responsible for their adaptation and production is a 
newcomer in the field of production, but quite an old and well- 
known member of the film trade, having been identified in 
past vears with both the accessory and renting side of the business. 
His first venture as a producer is a decided success, and if he 
will only continue to give us as good films in the future as the 
four clever examples submitted to the trade this week, he 
has a big future before him in this branch of the business. 


A QUEER STORY. 


The first of the four ‘t Quality Plays ”’ screened was based 
en a“ Queer Story” from ‘ Truth,’’ and has the intriguing 
title of ** The White Rat.’’ | Admirably acted and produced, 
aml only about 1,458 feet in length, it contains as much 
material as many a five-reel drama. There is not a foot to 
spare, and the climax is so unexpected and intense that it 
holds the attention as in a vice right to the finish. The film 
takes its title from the fact that one of the principal characters, 
a moneylender, always has upon his desk a big white rat, which 
he regards as a mascot. One of his clients, a struggling clerk, 
with an invalid mother, infuriated because the old man refuses 
to extend the period of repayment of a loan, snatches up a 
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heavy paper-weight and deals the moneylender a fatal blow. 
The rat disappears. Later on the same evening it plays a big 
part in convicting the guilty man. 

“The White Rat’? should prove a powerful and attractive 
feature in any program. ; 


AN INTERESTING TRIO. 


The second of the series, a light eomedy based upon 
a magazine story, is entitled ** A Question of Principle,’’ and 
provides an entertaining half-hour’s amusement. — It is excel- 
lently acted and produced. The third picture, under the title 
of * Fallen Leaves,’ presents us with an admirable study, 
by Chris. Walker, of a tramp of the down-an-out type, and 
a quite remarkable version of an old story in a new guise, as 
dramatic in its telling as it is unexpected in its finale. This 
picture, short as it is—1.880 feet—is strong encugh to star in 
any program, and Mr. Cooper’s handling of the subject is so 
excellent that it will assuredly whet the public appetite for 
more short films, as artistic in treatment, and as dramatie 
in quality. The Jast of the four pictures in this scries, shown 
on the present occasion, is entitled ‘* The Thief.” It is best 
described as a ‘* cod drama,’’ the action of which throws one 
entirely off the scent, and ends in a big surprise. | A popular 
item, well played and produced, and an acceptable offering 
in any program. ; 

These four pictures are of such level excellence all through, 
and-so unusually attractive for short subjects, that exhibitors 
would do well te see them for themselves. — Failing this they 
cannot do wrong in booking them. The series will ultimately 
run to 26 films, and they will be released one a fortnight, com- 
mencing on November 6 next. 


Scrxye From * THe Wuaire Rat.’ 
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TRADE IN THE YORKSHIRE TERRITORY. 


(By our Leeds Correspondent.) 


Renter’s Narrow Shave—Leeds 58th Kinema—To Manage the Scala—Yorkshire all the Way—- 
W. W. Jacobs Again—Lacry -Semon -Resesues:—_Ideal’s. Unique Interest Film— 
One Long Scream—Best Things Among the Renters, 


i inmeee in Yorkshire is just now as far ‘‘ in the doldrums ” 
as it ever hae been, and, we hope, ever will be. The 
renters particularly are having a thin time, but business 
for all is so quiet that opportunity is being taken to take a short 
respite at the seaside. One hears of men:bers of the trade at the 
coast resorts, where doubtless they will take heart again at the 
sight of holiday-makers resorting to the kinemas for shelter from 
the almost unceasing showers. There is no doubt about it, the 
cool, showery weather, both at the seaside and at home, is prov- 
ing a godsend to worried exhibitors. ‘* It’s an ill wind,”’ ete. 


Renter’s ‘‘ Narrow Shave."’ 

Mr. Charles Metoalfe, the popular Yorkshire manager for the 
Walturdaw Company, has had a very extraordinary and rather 
perilous experience during a holiday in the Filey distriet. While 
motoring between Filey and Bridlington one day last week, Mr. 
Metealfe had the windscreen of his car shot through with a 
bullet, and, what is more, the bullet whizzed within inches of 
his face. There was nobody about at the time save the occupants 
of a ear coming in the opposite direetion on the straight road. 
The affair was reported to the Bridlington police, who have the 
matter under investigation, 


Leeds's 58th Kinsma. 
When the new Scala Kinema in Albion Place is opened next 
week there will be 58 kinemas in the city, with a seating aceom- 


modation of about 49,000—or rather more than one seat to every,” 


ten of the population. Ino addition there are five theatres 
licensed for kinemategraph exhibitions and five other premises 
that can be used oecasionally for kinetma shows. All these have 
sprung up during the last fifteen years. 


To Manage the Scala Theatre. 

By the way, the new Scala Kinema is to be managed by Mr. 
William Greenfield, until recently manager of the Futurist, the 
leading Birmingham house of the Sol Levy circuit. A young 
man of energy, elterprise, ideas, tact and unfailing courtesy, 
© Billy? Greenfield, as I am told he was affectionately known 
in Birmingham, is sure to make himself popular as  gencral 
manager of the Scala, probably the largest and most luxurious 
of the Levy circuit. Mr. Greenfield is a Newcastle man, is an 
ex-journalist, and has had wide experience of the entertainment 
business. 


Yorkshire All the Way. 

‘A Sporting Double,’ the Jatest offering from Granger's 
Exclusives, should go Jike hot cakes on this territory, for it is 
staged in the Huddersfield, Batley, and ** Slowit " districts, and 
embraces scenes at Huddersfield Town's Cup Final and Captain 
Cuttle’s Derby... What more could you wish, especially when, 
as in the story, the hero wins £1,000 on his ‘ double.” The 
film jis a rare shown.an's proposition for anywhere, but  par- 
ticularly for Yorkshire. Mr. Cyril Last, the Yorkshire manager 
for Granger, is in big demand. It's “* first come, first served." 


W. W. Jacobs Again. 

Yet another renting firm, Artistic Films, Ltd., has sent down 
a representative, Mr. G. Daniels, to Yorkshire, and he has had 
quite a good reception, for among other attractive fare he brought 
for trade screening last week-end another W. W. Jacobs pro- 
duction, © Head of the Family.’ The Jacobs stories are justly 
popular in’ Yorkshire: there ie a human, homely appeal that 
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never fails with a Yorkshire audience. ‘t The Heart of the 
North and * Whispering Women,” the latter a story of home 
and home love, are fine screen plays. 


Larry Semon Reissues. 

Yorkshire exhibitors will, I am sure, weleome the opportunity 
of showing reissues of the carly comedy successes of Larry 
Semon. These reissues, Mr. B. Barker, of Vitagraph, tells me, 
will Le available in October. °* The Girl in His Room *’ (Alice 
Calhoun) and“ The Virgin's Sacrifice (Corinne Griffith) have 
been very well received here. 


‘*One Long Scream !”’ 

When Mr. H. A. Whincup sereened the Harold Lloyd super- 
comedy, * Grandma’s Boy" last’ Friday, the Kinema Exchange 
theatre was packed, and about fifty people had to be refused 
adinission. What vells of Inughter! [It was one long sereain! 
Leeds confirmed London and other centres’ verdict —the biggest 
and best comedy shown for a Jong time in’ Leeds. 


Best Things Among Other Renters. 

One of the trade shows of the year undoubtedly was that of 
“Man —Woman—Marriage.’ sereened by Mr. J. B. Evans, of 
Associated First National Pictures, Ltd., at the Majestic the 
ether day. A great film! 

Mr. Charles Thompson, the Yorkshire agent of ]..1.F.T., who 
showed a winner in‘? Shadew of a Throne’ last week, has 
another to follow in A Woman's Confession.” 

Mr. Ralph Stanbury, of Stoll Films, is busy with five new 
American productions of merit. 

A prettily picturesque film, with a very human, homely 
story, is ¢ The Lilae Sunbonnet “(after 8. R. Crockett’s story), 
shown at the Exchange last Friday by Mr. G. W. Knapton, for 
Butcher's films. . 
Walturdaw’s ‘‘ Shorts.’’ . 

One and two-reel British dramas from British stories are 
somewhat uncommon, — Walturdaw are showing on Wednesday 
next nt the Kinema Exehange, at 11-40 a.m., four films of this 
type. The titles are: The White Rat,’ ** Question of 
Principle,” Fallen Leaves,’ and * The Thief.” These are the 
first of a serics. 


A Sheffield Show. 

The New Century people will screen on July 31 at Union 
Street Picture Palace, Sheffield, ** Brown Sugar.’’ This is a 
British super film, and features that favourite of the ladies— 
Owen Nares. The fihn is based on the successful London play 
of the same name. Early in August ** Sailor Tramp,” a Welsh- 
Pearson special produetion, will be shown, which features the 
popular Victor McLaglen. This is from Bart Kennedy's novel, 
These producers have done fine work, and this book should 
wive them an opportunity to break new ground. — Betty Balfour 
in * Squibs Wins the Calcutta Sweep "is a comedy which 
exhibitors should investigate. 


Curry’s—Tennant. 

Mr. W. Tennant is submitting for his firm ‘t Ashes of Love,’ 
“When Men Betray, and ‘The Butterfly on the Wheel.” 
These subjects are exceptionally fine pictures, and: should 
be welcomed throughout this arca. 
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She famous Romance of Ole Castile oe? 
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NE of the most 

enthralling 
stories of human passion 
and adventure ever writ- 
ten. 
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The Story which has 
scored tremendous suc- 
cesses as Fiction, Grand 
Opera, and on_ the 
Dramatic Stage. 
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The Trade Show of this 


Fox Super Special 
will be held at the 
Alhambra, Leicester Sq., 
on Wednesday July 26, 
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THE VITAGRAPH CO, LTD, Renting Dept., 46 Brewer Street, LONDON, W. 


*Phones—Gerrard 3166 and 3167. Telegraphic Address—‘‘ Vithirins, Piccy, Londen." 


Registered” Offices : : 31 & 33 ‘Charing Cross Road, W.C.2. — Telezraphic Address—‘ Vitgraf, Westrand, London.” 
Manchester, Leeds, Glasgow, Newcastle, Birmingha-n, Liverzo2] and Cardiff Tercitories. ; 


Go gle ALL PRINTS ON EASTMAN STOCK. 


Branches: 
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—The Kinematograph Weekly. 


“SHOULD FILL ANY HALL” | 


4 CHORUS OF PRAISE FOR THE 
GRANGER-DAVIDSON PRODUCTION 


NG 
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Che Kinematograph Weekly: 


“A first-class booking proposition for any theatre.” 


Che Cinema: 


“Tt is an excellent sporting drama...Certainly among 
the best productions Granger’s have put out.” 


Che Bioscone: 


“The film will be enormously popalar.” 


The Daily Rews: 


“..One of the best sporting pictures I have seen 
... A Sporting Double’ will prove a very popular film.” 


Che Cimes: 


“..A film well worth seeing.” 


DO YOU WANT A BIG BUSINESS BRINGER? 


—then Book 


A BACHELORS BABY 


“A Film with a Universal Appeal.” 
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BRITISH FAMOUS FILMS, LTD., 


174 WARDOUR STREET, LONDON, W.1. 


* 
: PRESENT 
SHORT STUFF— 
, ~— a & | boat GOOD STUFF. 
Scandal a la Carte 
A Knight of Nights 
He Loved the Ladies 
Between 12 and 1 
Pants 
Father’s a Hero 
Disengaged 
A Fair Exchange 
A Movie Idol 


SHORT STUFF— 
GOOD STUFF. 


Imported Trouble 
Doomed at Noon 
Domestic Knockout 
Musical Neighbours — 
Splash Me 
Borrowed Skirts 
All Over Overalls 
Wanted an Alibi 
Cabaret Touchdown 
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Your Program Needs Clean, Clever Comedies. 


PROVINCIAL TRADE SHOWS: 


BIRMINGHAM.—Scala Theatre, July 20, at 11 a.m. 


Agents: Messrs. Victory Motion Pictures, 7 Holloway Head. 


MANCHESTER.—Cinema Exchange, July 25, at 12 noon. 


Agents: Gilling’s Kinema Enterprises, Manchester. 


GLASGOW. —Own Theatre, August 7, at 2-30 p.m, 


Famous acai (Films) Ltd., 68 Gt. Clyde Street, Glasgow. 


LEEDS, CARDIFF, NEWCASTLE.—Trade Shows Announced Later. 


Book Now! from BRITISH FAMOUS FILMS, Ltd. 


174 WARDOUR STREET, LONDON, W.1. 


Ph : 623. 5 Bs - 
‘ one: Regent 26 3. Grams: Britamous, Westcent, London. 
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2 er : 
= The Greatest NOVELTY ever presented to Exhibitors. 
= (Of “Better “Ole” and “Hearts of the World” fame). i 
+ A MECHANICAL contrivance that actually ILLUSTRATES pictures. + 
% Nothing on the market like it. Everyone who has played the + 
* VICTORPHONE ORCHESTRA has wanted a return date. = 
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+ @ Underneath is appended a list of some of the halls that have played this : 
£ unique novelty. Ask them what they think about it. < 
: @ This wonderful attraction is playing the week of July 24th at La Scala, $ 
3 Bury, and week of July 31st at the Victory, Oldham. Make it your 3 
~ business to see and hear the VICTORPHONE at either of these two + 
~ shows, and you will admit that it’s a house-packer. = 
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Ke KING’S, Salford. NEW ROYAL, Openshaw > 
v WHITEHALL, Openshaw CINEMA, Seedley < 
. PAVILION, Newton Heath PALLADIUM, Patricroft = 
* ALEXANDRA, Salford GEM, Middleton + 
= ORDSALL, Salford VICTORIA, Ardwick = 
eg GRAND, Failsworth PALACE, Denton ie 
z KING GEORGE, Gorton PRINCESS, Dukinfield ne 
* PRINCESS, Openshaw GLOBE, Cheetham Hill + 
‘- PAVILION, Chorlton EMPIRE, Leigh = 
= QUEEN’S, Hollinwood NEW CENTRAL, Salford eS 
BS PAVILION, Reddish NEW CENTRAL, Pendleton = 
2. ROYAL, Chorley COSMO, Gorton o 
SS EMPIRE, Middleton PALACE, Levenshulme = 
z PRINCESS, Whaley Bridge + 


°, 
re 
°, 
a 


7 Apply for terms, dates, etc., to Sole Booking Agents: + 
: CAPITOL PRODUCTIONS, LTD., : 
2 (HARRIS—__-SAUNDERS-----ROTHWELL) Ka 
¢ 49 DEANSGATE, MANCHESTER. : 
n Telephone—City 3693. Wires—‘Colplay,” Manchester. 
3 TO WHOM ALL ENQUIRIES SHOULD BE MADE. : 
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Your Public are eagerly await- 
ing to welcome the All-British 
WONDER OF THE AGE 


The MARCONIPHONE 


HE MARCONIPHONE 
is the Receiver par excellence and 
the greatest stimulus to business 
that the Entertainment trade has ever 
had offered to combat this or any i ae 


ae TTP ney 


rmuuiil a 
other slump. 


Be in the position to say to your 
patrons that the moment broadcasting 
commences they will have the full 


benefit of this great scientific invention. 


oO Oo Oo Oo 


Full particulars and Booklet can be 
obtained from the sole agents in Great 


5 All \ 
Britain for all places of public enter- | 7 teeters erent Uh iN 
tainment. Mt 
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sas WALTURDAW.. 1 
46 GERRARD STREET, LONDON.W.1 


Branches: 
CARDIFF, BIRMINGHAM, LEEDS, MANCHESTER, 
LIVERPOOL, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
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D\WV.GRIFFITH'S 
MIGHTY SPECTACLE 


Depicting the ns story 
fe) 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


and the rise of the 
United States. 


Over 5,000 distinct scenes 
enacted by 18000 people 
and 3.000 horses. 


10 NEW AMERICAN PRINTS 


Distributed by 


FILM BOOKING OFFICES (9) Ld. 


22, Sobo Square, London, W.I and Branches. 


Original from 


Digitized by Goc gle NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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MOSS EMPIRES, LTD., 


Present 


WHITMAN BENNETT'S 


Personally Supervised Production 


THE 
TRUTH 
ABOUT 
HUSBANDS 


Adapted from Sir Arthur Pinero’s Brilliant Play 


THE PROFLIGATE. 


Featuring 


MAY McAVOY, ANNA LEHR 


AND STAR CAST. 


TRADE SHOWS : 


LIVERPOOL oor Scala iv Thursday July 27, at 11 a.m. 
NEWCASTLE a Tyne oi Thursday Aug. 10, at 11-15 a.m. 
GLASGOW ... sie Savoy dis Friday August 11, at 11 am. 
CARDIFF _... a Exchange ... Tuesday August 15, at 3 p.m. 


COMING SOON! 


THE SKY PILOT 


From the Novel by RALPH CONNOR. 


With COLLEEN MOORE as Gwen, the Mountain Elf, 
JOHN BOWERS _- as The Sky Pilot, 
DAVE BUTLER as Bill, the Rancher, 


“IN A STORY THAT EVERYONE KNOWS. 


Exhibition Rights ganivelled by 


MOSS EMPIRES, LTD., 
24 DENMARK STREET, LONDON, W.C.2. 
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EUROPEAN MOTION 
PICTURE CO. LTD 
lo1-169 \Warrdour Street, \W I. 


Phone Regent 
4840 


Google 
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THE PAY' BOX 
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This smashing series Was picturis 
from the book of the same titl 


Carl Laemmle offers SS oe e. ae 
BERNAL QO tease 
DENNY in ri 


The Leather Pushers 


UNIVERSAL-JEWEL SERIES 
__. THE GREATEST SERIES OF TWO REELERS EVER MADE 


DISTRIBUTED BY EUROPEAN MOTION PICTURE COMPANY LIM? 
167-169, Wardour Street, london, W1. Phone: Regent — 4840. 
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IN THE MIDLANDS. 


(By our Birmingham Correspondent.) — 


Still Unsettled—__A Welcome Visitor—After Forty Years—Eye-strain Fighter’s Death—Stoll’s Latest — 
A Pearl Note—A Victory Motion Trio. 


HE Birmingham C.E.A. have again met in camera to 

j consider what action should be taken in regard to those 
renters who have developed a practice of beoking their 

super films to proprietors of theatres and music halls in pre- 
ference to giving exhibitors the opportunity of hiring them along 
with their usual features. 
further 


The Association decided to send a 
communication to the renters concerned in the 
that an amicable settlement will be arrived at. 


belief 


A Welcome Visitor. 


Calling at the Futurist last week-end I had the pleasure of 
meeting Mr. ** Billy" Greenfield, who recently resigned his 
position as first lieutenant to Mr. Charles Williams, to go to 
Leeds to take charge of the New Scala there, which opens its 
doors on Monday next. He is fit and well, despite the fact that 
he has been working sixteen hours a day making the final pre- 
parations for opening Leeds latest super-kinema, — All friends 
will wish him success. knowing that the more responsible the 
task ** Billy "’ undertakes the more he revels in it, 


After Forty Years. 


During his forty years’ service with the Gity Surveyor’s 
Department of the Birmingham Corporation, Mr. F. W. Rinder, 
survevor to the Licensing Justices, has watched the develop- 
ment of the kinema. 


reminiscences he has just written he recalls how the first public 


A week hence he retires, and in some 


moving pictures were exhibited at the old Gaiety Theatre, Coles. 
hill Street, in 1899. These were followed two years later by the 
opening of the city’s first kinema by Mr. Walter Jeffs, who gave 
twice daily shows at Curzon Hall. 


Primitive Theatres. 
In 1908 the Chief Censtable deemed it that the 
interests of public safety should be considered, and Mr, Rinder 


desirable 


drew up a report which showed that exhibitions were being 
viven in most unsuitable premises. In one instance a retail 
shop, 20 feet by 14 feet, was being utilised for a penny show. 
Boards resting on vinger-beer boxes provided accommodation for 
sixty people, the lantern being placed in the shop window. That 
state of affairs ceased when the Cinematograph Act of 1899 came 
into operation, and a year later the P.C.T. entered the city and 
opened the first real kinema, the New Street Picture House. 


Eye-strain Fighter’s Death. 

The death is announced of Harry Bruce, the manayer of the 
Imperial Playhouse, High Street, Birmingham, who at one time 
expressed his determination to test the validity of the Justices’ 
right to impose their eve-strain regulations as a condition of a 
kinematograph licence. One of the Mr. 
Bruce was manager of the High Street house for many years, 


oldest exhibitors, 


and determination not to suffer 
interference from outside authorities brought him) into conflict 
not only with the Justices, but also with the E.T.U, 


and his) strong-mindedness 


His Last Fight. 

It will be that for refused to 
negotiate with the E.T.U. in regard to a dispute concerning his 
operator's wages, but, eventually, ‘his principal settled the 
matter amicably. 


recalled some months he 


Then at the last annual Licensing Sessions 
he refused to comply with the Justices’ eye-strain regulations. 
For six months he adhered to that decision, but just when 
Birmingham seemed likely to provide the C.F.A. with a test 
case his proprietor undertook to make the mi-sing alterations, 


Stoll’s Latest. 


Mr. Claude 
American 


Solomon is) now busy new 
Stoll’s The 
success of the first of this quintette augurs well for the others. 
Bookings on ‘* Suspicious Wives,"’ featuring Mollie King, are 
coming to hand freely, and include a six-days’ first run at the 
Birmingham Futurist. On Tuesday last Mr. Solomon screened 
the second of the series, ‘* Whispering Shadows,”’ and this will 
be followed on Tuesday next by ** The Sins of the Parents.” 
Mr. Solomon urges Midland exhibitors to keep in close touch 
with him, as Stoll’s are arranging a special publicity campaign 
in regard to the Matheson Lang feature, ‘t Dick Turpin’s Ride 
to York.’?) In about a month's time Mr. Solomon hopes to be in 
a position to give exhibitors particulars of Stoll’s 1923 program, 


handling = the 


series of features have purchased, 


and assures them that this will prove that his firm intend to 
make a special study of the interests of the British market, 


A Pearl Note. 


Mr. Mortimer Dent, of Pearl Films, believes that ‘' Ten 
Nights in a Bar Room,” which be will. screen to the trade at 


the Scala Theatre to-morrow (Sunday) night will prove as big 
a success in the Midlands as it is doing in London, Members 
of the trade will be glad to learn that Mrs. Dent has recovered 
from her recent operation, and is again assisting her husband in 
business. 


A Victory Motion Trio. 


Mr. FE. H. Jacoby (Victory Motion Pictures), who has just 
returned from his honeymoon, reports numerous inquiries for 
the Harold Llovd comedies. The first of these, ‘* A Sailor-Made 
Man,”’ has already been booked by the principal halls in’ Bir- 
mingham and district, while he anticipates that ‘* Grandma’s 
Boy,” which he will trade show on the last Sunday in the month, 
will prove equally suecesstul. He will shortly give exhibitors 
an opportunity of seeing the Dickens story, ‘* The Cricket on 
the Hearth.” 
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The Story of Doctor M 
The Powerful Scientist who 


months—the mystery at last 


Great CHIEF 


A gigantic 2-part super 
feature or 15-part serial. 


| 
| 
BIG ENOUGH TO RE 
BRITISH RIGH. 


| 


VICTOR CARTER, LTD., 15 
Telephone: Gerrard 135. ERNEST REED, | 
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IN 


(By our Cardiff Correspondent.) 


The Trade and By-Elections—Exchange Manager Carrying on—Bad Industrial Conditions— 


Clydach 


T the moment the trade in South Wales is concentrating 
A on the Parliamentary by-elections which are being 
fought at Pontypridd and Gower. The exhibitors are 
approaching the candidates in order to secure their views upon 
the Entertainments Tax. The trade is also preparing itself 
for the General Election, and in addition to. interviewing candi- 
dates it is intended to exhibit slides with a view to educating 
the public to the injustice of the tax. Mr. Vernon Hartshorn, 
the well-known miners’ leader, had something to say about the 
measure when he spoke last week at a meeting in support of 
the candidature of Mr. D. RY’ Grenfell, the Labour representa- 
tive, at Gower. Mr. Hartshorn criticised the attitude of the 
Government in taxing the: amusements of the working class, 
and declared that reforms in this and other'directions, although 
desired by some of the; responsible Ministers of the Crown, 


were fought and defeated by the * capitalistic group ”’ in- the 
House, who determined the Government policy to a large 
extent. Mr. Grenfell said he would support the reduction in 


the tax upon the lower-priced seats, but he thought that some 
increase might be made in the tax on the higher-priced seats 
to compensate the Treasury for the loss of revenue they would 
thus sustain. So far as My. 1). H. Williams, the Coalition 
candidate at Gower is concerned, I am told that he is in favour 
of a reduction, 


i 


Exchange Manager Carrying On. . 

Much to the satist: rction of their many friends, Mr..and Mrs. 
Stanley Edwards, who a couple of weeks ago tendered . their 
resignation to’the club directors, have decided to carry on until 
a suitable successor ean be found. They are dividing their 
duties the Wyndham Iotel, Bridgend, and the 
Exchange, and they do net intend to leave the club in the lurch. 
The directors are finding it very difficult to find a suitable 
successor, for Mr. and Mrs. Edwards have done so much for 
the club in placing it on such a firm footing that their places 
will be very hard to fill. Several candidates were interviewed 
last week, but no appointment was made. 


Bad Industrial Conditions. 

The mere fact that so few exhibitors are coming into town 
these days shows what a terrible plight the film industry is 
in at the mement in Wales. There are rumours that more 
halls are to be closed, and the announcement over the last 
week-end that several other collieries had given notice to 
thousands of their workmen, shattered what little hope some 
of the exhibitors had for a recovery in their trade, I was 
speaking last Friday ‘to a gentleman who is usually full of 
optimism. But he had changed his view, and was seriously 
considering severing his connection with the film business, 
‘* Things are so bad in my district,’’ he told me, ‘* that people 
have not enough money to keep their families, much less for 


between 


Kinema. 


their, amusenjents. We haye not taken enough money for the 
last month to pay the wages of the staff. I am of the opinion 
that the whole future of the trade in South Wales is dependent 
upon an improvement in the condition of the miners, who are 
our best patrons. Until that improvement comes about, so will 
we suffer from the depression.”’ 


Clydach Kinema. 

It will not be possible to complete the new Globe Kinema, 
Clydach, by the end of this month so as to permit of its open- 
August Bank Holiday. The work is being pushed on 
with all speed, but, owing to the addition of an up-to-date 
circle to the old structure, which was destroyed by fire, the 
work will not be completed until the beginning of September, 
when the opening will take place, 


‘* The Four Seasons ’’ at Cardiff. 

The special! exhibition of ‘* The Four Seasons ” 
Kinema, Cardiff, on Tuesday next at 11-30 a.m. 
mere trade show, 


ing on 


at the Capitol 
is not to be a 
but is an exhibition of exploitation of this 
It is in the interests of the exhibitors that 
they attend this show in full muster, and A. M. Bass informs 
me that he has many novel and delightful surprises to show in 
with this exhibition. 


SWEDISH BIOGRAPH ACTIVITIES. 


Two Interesting Pictures in Preparation. 


particular film. 


connection 


OMING Swedish Biograph productions promise big things. 
C Victor Seastrom is nearing completion of an adaptation 
of French play, Cernce (The 
Surrounded House), which was first presented at the Theatre 
success. 
with some 
Mavgie Albanesi plays 


the i 


* La Maison 
Sarah Bernhardt in Paris last vear, and scored a big 
It is a drama of British social and domestic life, 
Egyptian exteriors and big 
the feminine himself, as well as Ivan 
Hedqvist, As soon as he has finished 
turning on this picture Seastrom will commence his next, in 
which Matheson Lang will Mr. Lane sails for 
Sweden next Monday. 

Mauritz Stiller has also been busy with a story written by 
Selma Lagerlof, which should provide some novelty in film 
plays. Much of the picture has been taken in Lapland, with 
a herd of thousands of reindeer as supers. Mary Johnson, the 
Swedish Lillian Gish, is the star of this picture, ‘* The Story 
of a Manor House,’ and Pauline Brunius also has a big part. 
Einar Hansson has the hero's part. It is unlikely that any 
of these pictures will be scen here before the autumn, 


fighting, 
lead, and Seastrom 
has an important role. 


play lead. 
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Films of the Week Re Reviewed 


FOR THE GUIDANCE OF EXHIBITORS. 


Vans 3 == 3 3 


The Problem Eternal. 
A Stoll offering described as a story of to-day, to-morrow, 
and Grey day. 
ia “The Problem Eternal,’’ a Stoll offering shown to the 
wondon trade last week, we have a World Film Corporation 


picture which deals with the regeneration of a New York 
crook. The fact that there is nothing objectionable in the 


telling of the story is testified by the fact that it has received 
a U certificate from the Censor, and it is a mere detail in its 
development and progress that the central figure had at one 
time, under force of circumstances, strayed from the straight 
path. 

The play itself is quite entertaining, if at no time brilliant, and 
except for a brief interlude when the ‘* tees’ are after him the 
hero is quite a homely and likeable character who will at once 
gain the sympathy of any audience because of his love for his 
young cripple brother, who, ultimately, thanks to his self. 
regains the use of his limbs, and is the means of 
bringing hero and heroine together at the close with a promise 
of a happy married life before them. 

The story, in brief, is as follows: Joe Sands, a lock expert, 
on trial for complicity in a burglary, endeavoured to implicate 
Steve Benson, but in reality a 
The jury disagreed, and Sands was discharged. 
Benson endeavoured to secure Sands’s services for his band of 
crooks, but the young man was not a real crook, and the attempt 
failed. Joe’s brother, Jimmy, was a cripple, and to secuce 
for an operation Joe used his knowledge of locks to open 
a safe. He 


sacrifice, 


presumably a philanthropist, 
Inaster-crook. 


money 
was caught, but Sadie Mathis secured his release. 
Benson, assuming that Joe would now join his band—of which 
Sadie was an attive member—invited him to join. In reply, 
Joe nearly strangled him. Sadie intervened and Joe bolted. 
In revenge, Benson gave information to the police, and Sands 
was arrested. The operation upon Jimmy was successful, The 
surgeon was the man Joe had robbed, and when in the company 
of the police Joe visited the hospital, Sadie pleaded for him. 
The surgeon declined to prcsecute, and Joe and Sadie and 
Jimmy went into the country to start a new life. 


The film features Joe Moore and Eileen Sedgwick, and the 
exceedingly clever work of an almost uncannily clever dog will 
‘“The Problem Eternal "’ 
is well acted and photo- 
graphed, and should prove a popular feature in most programs. 


strongly appeal to all animal lovers. 
is quite a good production in its way, 


Ss 


Tur Proptem Erernau."’ 


ScENE FROM ‘* 
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The Crimson Challenge. 

Dorothy Dalton has good part as Western girl-leader 

against oppressor. 

OROTHY DALTON, in ‘* The Crimson Challenge," a 
Famous-Lasky picture screened to the London trade this 
weck, has a part of which she always makes the best. 

She is here the only daughter of a settler, who suffers from the 
oppression of a neighbouring tyrant, and, at her father’s death, 
undertakes the overthrow of the oppressor. 

The picture works up to a rather fine climax. It begins with 
Buck Courtrey (Frank Campean) forcing his attentions upon 


ScexE From “ THe Crimson CHALLENGE.”’ 
Tnaron Last (Dorothy Dalton) and her resolve to tell her father 


—the only man in the district who challenges Courtrey’s 
tyranny. She never gets this opportunity, for Jim Last arrives 
home that night shot in the back and dies. Tharon, with a 
pistol in cach hand, enters the saloon and challenges Courtrey 
to a duel. He refuses, and Tharon gathers her father’s friends 
together to get back the cattle stolen by him. There is a good 
scene at this point, with some impressive backgrounds showing 
the riders going in and out among a huge herd of cattle, and 
‘‘ rustling’? (to use the expressive Americanism) Courtrey’s 
cattle. His men attack, but are repelled, one man only on the 
Last side falling, that being Tharon’s lover. 

This incident Courtrey seeks to turn to his own advantage, 
threatening the lover with death if Tharon refuses to marry 
beacon lit near her house being the signal of 
acquiescence. Lilly, the wounded lover, sees this signal lit, but 
cannot help himself, and is carried away to ‘* God's Cup ”’ high 
up in the mountains. Through Courtrey’s divorced wife, Tharon 
is provided with a guide, climbs the difficult ground, and frees 
her lover, descending in time to take part in defending the town- 
ship against Courtrey’s outfit. Courtrey escapes, but is pursued 
by Tharon; her faster horse overtaking his. Shots on each side 
result in Courtrey’s revolver being shot from his hand, he be- 


him, a 


coming her prisoner until a treacherous drawing upon her 
results in his death, 
“The Crimson Challenge’? is a good open-air story, well- 


knit, and, as before mentioned, set in mountainous country with 
wide open plains. The interest, however, is in the human story, 
which is kept well alive throughout, sympathies and antipathies 
being carefully fostered. There should be an appreciative publig 
for this film. , 
(Continued on page 61.) 
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A WONDERFUL STORY. 
WONDERFUL ACTING. 
A WONDERFUL FILM. 
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FILM. REVIEWS OF THE WEEK— Continued from page 57. 


Joy-Wheel Comedies. 


One-reel offerings, light and breezy, and excellently produced. 


T is generally admitted that the best comedies of short 
I lengths—attractive fill-up stuff not exceeding one reel— 
have come from America. It is only quite recently that any 
scrious attempt has been made by British producers to film 
short subjects, and of these very few have been on the 


SCENE FROM JOY*WHEEL COMEDIES. 


humorous side. We are, therefore, largely dependent on the 
American market for supplies of short-length coniedies, the 
great bulk of which have been of the slap-stick order. The Joy- 
wheel comedies, shown to the trade last week by British 
Famous Films, are of a milder class than the usual knockabout 
stuff. They are bright without vulgarity, and rely on humorous 
situations and good acting rather than tear-about methods. 

There are 18 comedies in the present series, of which five 
were shown. These feature Billy Fletcher, a comedian of 
ability, and Viola Joy, who is pretty as well as a capable actress. 
Perhaps the best of those thrown on the screen were ‘* Musical 
Neighbours *’ and ‘‘ Imported Trouble.’ In the former, musical 
Billy, blowing his soul into the saxaphone, annoved his neigh- 
Lours to such an extent that twe happy homes were nearly 
wrecked, and there was a heap of trouble. In ‘* Imported 
Trouble "’ the theme is hackneyed, but most capably handled, 
with some very attractive settings. Indeed, the whole of those 
shown are, in the American way, lavishly mounted and excel- 
lently set. Possibly one of the funniest of the series is ‘* A 
Domestie Knock-out,”’ in’ which the hero takes lessons in boxing 
in order to establish himself as a hero in the domestic cirele. 
Another bright story, ‘‘ Splash Me,’’ is enacted on the sea front, 
and some very lively scenes furnish good comedy situations, 
while ‘* Borrowed Skirts,’’ is a theme around which a touring 
theatrical company meets with some comical adventures. 

On the whole the Joy-wheel series should make average fill-in 
stuff, for their length is handy and they are well produced, 


The Shark Master. 


A South Sea story of shipwreck, with attractive love interest 
PRCTATORS are taken far away fram civilised life in the 
S picture, which F.B.O. screened to the London trade last 
week, having as its tithe ** The Shark Master.”’ Sandy 
shores, rolling seas, palm-crowned stceps, and native rites figure 
within it, its chief setting being a South Sea island. 

A violent storm, which sects the people of the island busy in 
an attempt to propitiate the wrath of-their god, wrecks a vessel, 
and washes into the bay a raft bearing a small girl child, whom 
the natives call the ‘* Flame Flower.’ She grows up_ taboo 
from native touch, and some fifteen years later there is washed 
ashore MeLecd Dean, captain of a schooner storm-destroyed. 
He has left behind in America his fiancée, and thus the hali- 
savage girl attracted to him he finds a difficulty. Eventually 
he is sent away to sen alone by the natives; suspected of a murder, 
and the girl swimming after him reaches the boat. Settling 
down upon an uninhabited island they plight their vows, and, 
shortly after the birth of a little one, the search vessel comes 
to the islind with the fiane’e abourd. She learns the truth 
and returns, but the wife, jealous, seeks self-destruction in the 
sea, but is rescued by her husband, and their life proceeds 
as before, 

It is difficult to understand why the title should have been 
chosen. Some underwater scenes of swimming sharks are part 
of the picture, but they never do anything fierce enough to 


SCENE FROM ‘' THE SHarK MASTER.’ 
warrant mastering, and the title seems a misnomer. The story 
is pleasantly told, and the settings and atmosphere are ot 
average attractiveness. 

(Continued on page 63.) 
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MILLOY always puts the Exhibitor 
on at least ONE BIG CERT each year 


1920. 

of 
The End the Road Every Exhibitor will agree that the 
The Great Sermon Picture. q three first-mentioned productions have 


been absolutely in the front rank as 
money-makers (in fact actual record 
holders), but I honestly believe “What 
DO Men Want” will surpass the lot. 


1921. 


CARNIVAL 


Alliance All-British Production. 


1922. 
THE WOMAN. 
IN HIS HOUSE © 


First National Attraction. 


Trade samba | 1 993. 
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Shortly. | WH AT DO | 
MEN WANT 


LOIS WEBER PRODUCTION. 


for 
ie, Lancashire, Cheshire & North Wales, 
E. GRATTAN MILLOY Yorkshire & Lincolnshire, — 
28 DEANSGATE ARCADE, | Ireland. 
MANCHESTER. 
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The Charms of Suzanne. 
Stoll’s really wonderful film of Mile. Lenglen at her great 
game. 

FILM, which all tennis: lovers and tennis players will be 
A unxious to sce, bas been produecd by Stoll Films, as the 
result of an inspiration of Mr. Jeffrey Bernerd, Stoli’s 
managing director. Mr. 
Bernerd got upon the track of Mile. Suzanne Lenglen, and the 
of his remarkable film 
showing the agile lady tennis champion engaged in the game of 


Immediately upon his brain wave 


results efforts are to be seen in the 
Which she is so remarkable an exponent. 
Hitherto tennis players who have witnessed this little Iady's 
play have been coniparatively few, the small space available 
for spectators at Wimbledon excluding many who would other- 
wise have longed to see Miss Lenglen’s play, and who Lave 
with 
occasional shot from a Press camera. 


letterpress descriptions, and an 
The film, which is to he 


by Suzanne Leon,” 


had to be content 
entitled ** Tennis, and how to play it, 
is of great value in many ways, as during vart of her play 
two kine cameras were at work, the one showing Mile. Lenylen 
ut her ordinary speed of play, the other a slow motion giving 
every detail of movement. This second exhibition is not onls 
instructive, but full of a grace and strength that has much of 
the charm of a Russian ballet. These slower pictures not only 
reveal the player’s characteristic attitudes, but show what 
could never be seen in real life, the precision with which Mlle. 
Suzanne gets the ball into the centre of her racquet every time, 
in which power is 


and, especially in one stroke, the 


way 


SUZANNE LENGLEN WITH HER FATHER AND Mr. JEFFREY 
BERNERD (RIGHT). 


obtained from every muscle from the ball of the foot to. the 


wrist itself, 
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Another thing which the picture shows is the remarkable foot- 
work of the French player, the rapid change from one foot 
to another, and the anticipatory movement immediately the 
ball is served in the direction in which it will be returned. 
There is no doubt that the film will draw to the kinemas large 
crowds of pesple who are only infrequent. visitors. 


The Sins of the Parents. 


A strong story of a mental sin which should make a 
popular offering. 


HE STOLL FILM CO, have been fortunate in securing 

id te recently some American productions of note which they 

are including in their program. “The Sins of the 

Parents," a Mayflower Corporation photoplay, directed by 

Allan Dwan, and shown to the trade on Tuesday, is quite up 

to the standard of this producer's best work, has a holding story, 
fine characterisation, and many delightful settings. 

The story is simple. Martha Queed is the tt schoo! marm " 
of the little village school in the hollow of the mountains, and ‘is 
beloved by Arnold Barry, on a fishing expedition from the 
village city, and also by the hunchback, Atlas, who has long 
worshipped at her shrine. David Boyd, a disreputable and dis- 
tant relative, also has matrimonial designs on Martha, but is 
repulsed with scorn, David, however, discovers the lovers 
together, puts an evil interpretation on the incident, and informs 
Martha's father, the stern Martin Queed, of his discovery. 
David offers to marry Martha, and thus keep her alleged indis- 
cretion in the family, and the stern parent grasps the oppor- 
tunity to save the family honour. A justice of the peace is 
summoned, and Martha, in terrible distress, is married against 
her will. The next morning David is found dead—shot through 
the heart. Martha is missing, and Arnold Barry is arrested and 


charged with the murder. But Atlas, the hunchback, had 
rescued) Mattha, and when Arnold is found guilty, he, 


realising that Martha could never be his, confesses that he did 
the deed, ends his unhappy life, and the lovers are reunited, 

There were some real dramatic moments in the picture. The 
scenes of the father’s hasty condemnation, the forced marriage, 
and the subsequent murder of the bridegroom, are powerful and 
convincing, due mainly to the excellent acting by a fine cast. 
The hopeless love of the hunchback was also responsible for 
many realistic passages, and in this part the presentation of 
George Hackathorne was remarkable for its realistic intensity. 
There is a strong heart interest throughout, and some pretty 
juvenile scenes helped materially. in the opening of the story. 
The. part of the father was in ‘the capable hands of Joseph 
Dowling, and his daughter was capably and conscientiously 
played by Mary Thurman. 

The picture is in six reels, and could be improved by a little 
for there is just a tendency to drag in the 
Photography is very fine, and many of the 
settings are a sheer delight, It is good entertainment through. 
out and should be a popular booking. 
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FILM REVIEWS OF THE WEEK-—Continued. 


Doctor Jim. 


Interesting sca scenes in picture showing wife’s seeming neglect. 


N F.B.O.’s theatre last week was shown a Universal Pro- 
duction whose hero, as its title proclaims, is a medical 
man, with work lying chiefly in a large children’s hospital. 

The title réle is taken by Frank Mayo. 

At the opening of the picture, following some brief scenes of 

an operation, and the demand for the doctor's services from 


ScenE From ‘‘ Doctor Jim.”’ 


many quarters, there is shown the jealousy of the wife because 
of her husband’s absorption in his work, and the dancing 
attendance of society men upon the seemingly neglected wife. 
Then, a nervous breakdown of the doctor necessitates a sea 
voyage, the wife acconipanying him on a sailing vessel chartered 
for the purpose. Here the brutal skipper sesks to alienate the 
wife from her husband, and almost succeeds, only a storm and 
a broken spar, which strikes him on the head, enabling his plans 
to become frustrated. With the calm comes the ceremony of 
committing a body to the deep, but, later, circumstances prove 
it to be a fake ceremony, Blake, the captain, being imprisoned 
under hatches. He escapes and a fight between doctor and 
skipper ends in the skipper’s vanquishment and the reuniting of 
the couple. : 

The story is well carried on, the touch of melodrama rendering 
the later stages quite exciting. The storm scenes are well 
depicted. ‘* Doctor Jim "’ is a picture played in a good average 
manner, and is a popular offering. 


Love's Outcast. 
A bright Mack Sennett comedy on brisk lines. 


MACK SENNETT comedy, ‘* Love's Outcast ’ preceded 
“At the Stage Door at Jury's theatre last week. There 


is some good fun obtainable through the evidence of 
witnesses in the court 
pictures with economy in sub-titles. 


scene, which is given by means of 
There are the usual in- 
consequential incidents with their atmosphere of surprisingness, 
the characters contributing much amusing matter. 


of ‘ 


The scene 


» Google 


Love's Outcast’ wrestling with a bull and mounting it is 


and the coutinual return to the 
court and its atmosphere provides striking contrast. 
The title. which might be that of a pathetic drama, has 


reference to the man sued for alimony as a result of much 


really amusing, police 


misunderstanding. The comedy is good fun, as Mack Sennett’s 
usually are. : 


Playing with Fire. 


A bright comedy-drama in which G!adys Walton has a 
scintillating part. 


f LADYS WALTON, as a jaunty, gum-chewing, resource- 
G ful, city girl, who pounds cut jazz in a melody shop: 

and possesses a venius for smart back-chat, imparts real 
vivacity to F.B.O.'s offering, trade shown last week in London, 
“Playing With Fire,’ a Universal production, 

As a sub-title suggests, Enid Gregory is one minute ahead of 
all other girls of her acquaintance. Consequently, when she 
finds a fellow-boarder weeping she inquires the cause, and, 
finding that she has run away from her scciety home because 
of her father’s suicide under a cloud of disgrace, and has left 
her fiancee, gets her a situation as a singer in the ** melody 
shop.’’ Then she decides to take a holiday with Janet in a 
stylish seaside hotel for two days. Here they meet Janet’s 
fiancee and his triend, and to the latter Enid tells tall stories 
to impress him. The girls return suddenly, Janet refusing te 
consider the resumption of the engagement until her father’s 
name is cleared. Proof of this lies with Tilford, who is withs 
holding an affidavit to get Janet in his power, and, after a 
determined effort on his part, Fnid finds Janet lying uncon. 
scious in a room full of vas. Enid connives with the maid in 
to enter his room dressed as a servant. to 
obtain the affidavit in question, but Tilford returning, he makes 
use of his power to humiliate her. 


Tilford’s) mansion 


Her resistance saves her, 
and, visitors arriving, he thrusts her through into his bedroom. 
The visitors are Janet’s lover and his friend, who attack Tilford 
for his behaviour and leave him unconscious. 
finds the hotel on fire and, 


sciousness, 


Enid escaping, 
vigcrously shaking Tilford to con. 
secures The love affairs proceed 
briskly after this. Tilford returns the affidavit, and is warned, 
when declaring his intention of going to Alaska, to ‘* beware of 
Esquimaux vampires.”’ 


their escape. 


The later stages of the picture are rather on the melodramatic 
side, but this is not a drawback. They contrast with the lighter 
treatment of the earlier scenes, and there should be a big public 
for this offering. 
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The Magic Cup. 


Compact Gaumont offering, featuring Constance Binney as 
REALAKT picture, with Constance Binney as an Trish 
kitchenmaid, emancipated from a hotel basement, was 


Irish kitchenmaid heiress. 
shown by Gaumont last week to the London trade. 


The title, ‘The Magic Cup,’ gives the clue to the drama’s 
story. for out of a tarnished silver cup, which had belonged 
to a noble Irish house, was poured u number of adventures, 
humorous, pathetic, and intriguing before the right sort of 
happiness came at length with the establishment of her noble 
birth, 

Mary Malloy is the kitchen drudge in an American hotel, and 
at Christmas time shares, in spite of the opposition of the rest 
of the statf, in the bounty of the guests. A young newspaper 
man, Bob Norton, organises the division of the proceeds, and, 
attracted by Mary, goes out with her to spend her money on 
presents for the poor children of her district. Returning home, 
she finds an evicted woman, but being now penniless, and wish- 
ing to help, goes to the pawnbroker'’s with an old silver cup 
which her mother gave to her at her death. The cup is the 
beginning of sorrows. The pawnbroker is one of a set of 
and of these, a mark upon it, 
advertises for information of Evelyn Malloy under the name of 
Sir William Fitzroy, the advertiser having engaged a suite of 
rooms at the Ritz. The plan is to get Mary to believe that the 
advertiser is her grandfather, obtain publicity, and secure some 


crooks, one recognising 


pearls of great value by substituting some clever imitations in 
their place. = The plan works, and Bob Norton unconsciously 
assists in the publicity, but, becoming suspicious, gets his chief 
to cable to Ireland to the real Fitzroy, appearance 
synechronises with the discovery that the pearls are faked, 

One of the party gets away with them, but is foiled by Mary's 
father, whom she thought was dead, but who has left his Bowery 
lodging House to become butler in the new household. The 
smash of the motor car brings about his death, but not before 
Lord Fitzroy (the arrival from Ireland) has recognised in him 
his son, Thenceforward Lord Fitzroy takes Mary to her right- 
ful position, as his granddaughter, and Bob Norton claims her 
as his wife. 

“<The Magic Cup " is a John S. Robertson production, hold- 
ing a U certificate, and should find favour with any type of 
kinema-goer. The humour is provided by the Irish servants 
and the quaint observations of Abe Limberg, the pawnbroker, 
who, eventually, gives up his business of pawnbroking for the 
manufacture of ‘* genu-wine imitation pearls.’ A compact play 
which should attract. 
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Scene From ‘* THE Maaic Cup.”’ 
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At the Stage Door. 


Broad human appeal in story of the stage expressly interpreted. 
ROBERTSON-COLE picture, with a human appeal well 
above the average, was shown in London by Jury last 


under the title of ‘At the Stage Door.” A 


ereat feature of the film was the attractive character of the 
chorus — girl, Lilian (Billie) Dove 


week 


Mary Matthews, which 


ScENE FROM ‘S AT THE STAGE Door.” 


interpreted with sympathy and sincerity, her beauty of feature 
assisting greatly in attractive: presentation. : 

As a child Mary had always to surrender her possessi mts to 
her sister Helen, and the great loss came when she saw her 
fiancé pass into her sister’s possession, The result of this 
continued surrender made the favoured sister selfish, while the 
other, through her disappointments, was developing deeper, syin- 


pathetic self-reliance. © The Joss of her fiancé caused her to 
cut adrift from home and become a chorus girl, in) which 


profession she remained unsoiled by the meretricious pleasures 
with which she At length, resisfing the 
advances of the chorus manager outside the theatre after a 
performance, Philip Pierce intervenes on her behalf, and their 


was surrounded, 


friendship ripens into an understanding which Philip desires 
shall become an engagement. Taunted by his friends with the 
suggestion that she is of the moral quality too unjustly attached 
to chorus girls, Philip tempts her, her broken-hearted sobs as 
she repels him convincing him of his faith in her goodness. He 
promises her an engagement ring, and lcaves. 

Returning home to acquaint his family of his decision, be 
finds a surprise awaiting him in the unexpected return from’ 
Europe of the society girl to whom he had some time before 
tacitly engaged himself. Without his knowledge his mother 
has published the news of his engagement, and this reaching 
the ears of Mary, who has told her fellow-dancers her good 
news, she is crushed, Contrary to her better feelings, she takes 
refuge in a wild supper orgy, and, suddenly sickening of it, 
rushes from: the room into the arms of Philip Pierce, who has 
sought her to explain away the newspaper announcement, and 
to bring her the engagement ring. 

‘At the Stage Door’ is a good picture, which will appeal 
to any class of audienee, because of the human story and the 
steadfast character and expressive acting of its chief actress. 


The Fast Mail. 


A most exciting film, and one likely to find general favour. 
ARKIES’ revels and junketing form part of the opening 
scenes of this film which was shown to the London trade 


last week. On the eve of the annual steeplechase at 


Natchely there is, as usual, a gay dance for all the leading folk 
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of the neighbourhood. Mary Martin is the pretty young mistress 
of the big homestead, and she is hostess on this occasion, Her 
love is given to Walter West, of Montana, and she dearly hopes 
that he will win the big event next day. Mary and Walter 
steal away from the dance and visit an old mammie on the 
plantation. Mammie Lou foretells happiness for them both, 


Reed, a local sportsman, and also an unsuccessful suitor for 
Marvy’s hand, instigates a plot by which her brother, Lee Martin, 


is to foul Walter West in the big race, and so prevent him, 


from winning. With this end in view, Reed and La Fitte, a 
gambler, who has Lee in his clutches, stake large sums upon 
Lee Martin’s winning. Lee’s reckless conduct has caused much 
sorrow to Mary, and she is horrified and disgusted when she sees 
him foul Walter in the race. 

For Mary's sake Walter does not lodge an objection to Lee's 
riding. Some thrilling incidents are witnessed at the various 
fences and the foul is clearly shown. 

West intends to make the plotters disgorge the money which 
they have so unfairly won, and surprises them when they are 
sharing out their gains. There is a scuftle and Reed and La 
Fitte get away. Now commences a_ series of thrilling 
adventures which will hold any audience in tense excitement, 
These include Walter’s jump from an express train into a motor 
car travelling at racing speed, and some desperate rough and 
tumbles, for the cheats have a number of rogues at their call 
who will stop. at ncthing. 


A race between two steamboats results in one of them blow- 
ing up in mid-stream. The wreck scenes are most realistic. In 


KINETO INTEREST FEATURES. 

Number 29 of the ‘ Kineto Review,’ issued through 
Associated First National, covers a wide area of subjects. It 
opens with a beautiful view of Nova Scotian apple orchards, 
and proceeds by casy sequence to the caterpillar'’s life, a most 
instructive view of an object 6een by the many-lensed eye of a 
butterfly closing that subject. An Trish cattle market, a farm 
on the top of an American skyscraper, and a scene showing the 
gathering of moss from river-side trees for upholstery purposes 
in the Mississippi region, are other interesting features also 


included. 


TWENTY-SIX F.B.0O. STORIES. 

In an attractive and compact folder which it publishes, 
entitled ‘* The Exhibitors’ Compendium,”’ F.B.O. have gathered 
together twenty-six ‘stories of the Universal Productions handled 
by them. Each story-is printed upon a different sheet, a scene 
from the picture illustrating each sheet. Reviews of the earlier 
pictures of this set appear in. this issue of the Fium Renter, 
and those which follow feature such favourite stars as Hoot 
Gibson, Frank Mayo, Harry Carey, Gladys -Walton, Edith 
Roberts, Carmel Myers and other well-known artistes. The 
synopses of the pictures included suggest the working out of some 
attractive themes, and the compendium is a most attractive 
publication. 


AN YPRES COMMEMORATION. 

On Saturday, July. 29, a large party will leave Victoria at 
10 p.m. for Ypres, by the special excursion train of the Ypres 
League. The object of this visit is to commemorate the Third 
Battle of Ypres (July, 1917). A’ Civie Reception by the Burgo- 
master of Ypres, and other officials of the Govermment, will 
take place at the Cloth Hall at 11 a.m. on Sunday, July 30. 
Field-Marshal the Earl of Ypres, O.M., K.P., ete., and other 
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the closing scenes a fierce fire takes place, and a stirring rescue 
is effected by Walter. In the end he wins Mary, and they reap 
the happiness promised them by old Mammie Lou. A most 
exciting film and one likely to find general favour. 


Scenig From ** THe Fast Matn.”’ 


distinguished members of the League will represent the British 
Section, and General the Comte de Jonghe, N.C.B., K.C.M.G., 
General Moraine, C.M.G., and Major LL, Aerts) the Belgian 
Section of the Leasue, We have been asked to inform members 
of the kinema profession who are interested in any way in 
Ypres, to write to the Secretary, the Ypres League, 23, Henrietta 
Street, Cavendish Square, W.1, who will send on full particulars 
of the cheap excursion, including luncheon at Ypres. 


‘‘THE FOUR SEASONS ” AT SHEFFIELD. 

A most representative gathering of Sheffield people was 
present at the trade screening of ‘* The Four Seasons ’’ at 
Sheffield last week. The City Corporation was represented by 
its leading members, the clergy by the Bishop of Sheffield and 
others, while Sir Henry Hadow, Chancellor of the University, 
and other well-known educationists were also among ‘the 
gathering. The following Consuls were also present; C.. A. 
Baglin, Consul of France; R. TT. Wilson, Consul of Italy; 
Captain P. Howe, M.C., and the Viee-Consul of Belgium, 


THE TWENTY ROUND CONTEST. 

The twenty-round contest between Jones, the representative 
of Canada, and Cook, of Australia, which resulted in a win' for 
the latter on points, was shown.to the trade at the New Gallery 
last week by Gaumont, previous to the showing of ‘The Magic 
Cup.” Jones's idiesyneracics are prominently seen in -the 
picture, and what is also remarkable is the punishment he 
aceepted from Cook on more than one occasion without seemingly 
attempting to retaliate. Tho great difference between the boxers’ 
stMe is seen by the continual moyement of Cook upon his feet, 
While Jones stood almost statue-like for considerable peridds, 
dealing and receiving blows while his opponent danced around 
him, The film is an exeellent study in difference of style, 
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AT MANCHESTER. 


Threats by the Performing Rights Society. 


HE. fortnightly mecting of the C.P.M.A. was held in the 
projection theatre of the Cinema Exchange, Manchester, 
Mr. A. Wilkinson presided, 


last week. 


P.R.S. and Exhibitors. 
The secretary reported that since the last meeting a vers 
important judgment had been given in the Court of Appeal 
The case 
Theatre of 


which would effect a good number of their members. 
was the Performing Rights Society v. the London 


Varieties. The P.R.S. had secured a judgment against the 
london Theatre of Varieties with costs and damages. The 


defendants took the case to the Court of Appeal and that Court 
held that the P.R.S. had no power to sue as the copyright did 
not belong to them, but was the property of the publisher, and 
that the publisher, though a member of the. P.R.S., was. still 
the owner of the copyright. 
the P.R.S., ordering them to pay all the costs in that court and 
#lso in the court below. 

‘Mr. Thompson (Grand Theatre, Stalybridge) stated that he 
had been threatened with legal proceedings by the P.R.S., and 


The judge gave judgment against 


he reported very fully the correspondence that had passed be- 
tween himself and the Controller of the P.R.S. Mr. Herbert 
Hartley also reported a similar case in connection with the 
Hippodrome, Todmorden. Both very 
fully gone into, and the two members concerned were advised 
not to pay the demands made by the P.R.S., and in the event 
of any action being taken against either of these members the 


these cases were eare- 


Association would undertake to support them in their defence. 


Tax Topics. 

The secretary reported with regard to the Conference of the 
C.E.A., and in referring to the 
present at the luncheon held at Port Sunlight, he stated that at 
a special meeting of the executive of the C.P.M.A., held) on 


resolution passed by those 


the following day, he was instructed to wire at once to Captain 
Barber promising the support of the members of the C.P.M.A. 
te any further action taken by his Committee, 


Mr. H. D, 


munication 


Moorhouse reported that he had received a com- 
Mr. Walter Payne, who stated that the 
P.E.P.M.A. and Captain Barber's Committee had agreed to a 
new schedule to be put forward at the report stage of the Finance 
Bill. This had been agreed to-by all the entertainment interests 
in London, including the Tax Abolition Committee, and he asked 
that meeting instructing the 
secretary of the C.P.M.A. to draft a joint letter with the seere- 
tary of the P.F.P.M.A., to be sent to every member of Parlia- 
ment asking him to support the adoption of the new schedule. 


from 


that a resolution be passed at 


A resolution on the lines suggested was put to the meeting and 
carricd unanimously, 

A lengthy discussion then took place on the question of the 
holding of official luncheons and meeting place of the Associa- 
tion, it being unanimously decided to discontinue the luncheons 
for the present and to arrange to hold all the meetings at the 
Kinema Mxchange, an undertaking having been given by Mr. 
John Harrison that a private room would be provided for the 
Association mectinge in future. 


The Blackpool Convention. 


The president (Mr. A. Wilkinson) reported that the execu- 
tive had fully considered the question of the proposed convention 
at Blackpool, and he asked that mecting to decide upon a date. 
There was a proposal put forward that the convention be held 
at Blackpool early in the month of October and that the secre- 
tary be instructed to draw up a program and submit it to the 
executive for their approval. 
carried, 

A member raised the question of approaching the Operators’ 
Union with a view to asking for a reduction in the present rate 
of wages. 


This proposition was unanimously 


After some discussion it was decided to leave this 
question over for discussion at the next meeting. 

The question of the renters not supplying the Watch Com- 
mittee with particulars of their trade shows was also raised, 
and it was decided to ask the Joint Committee to deal with this 
matter, 


THE WHARF RAT. 


CLEVER CANINE PICTURE. 


Mae Marsh’s appearance in this country coincides with her 
appearanee in ‘‘ The Wharf Rat,’’ released this week by The 
Western Import Co., showing at Terry’s Theatre. 


rates Google 


Brownie, the Dog, in one of the Universal Century Comedies, 
to be released during October by the European Motion — Pic- 
ture, Co., Ltd. 
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WEST. 


(By our Bristol Correspondent.) 


Es * 


Exhibitors and the Tax Campaign—Gaumont’s New Branch—Housewives in League—“ The Enchanted 
Glen ’’—New Representative—Servall’s Take Over W. & F.—A Butcher Show. 


HAT exhibitors in this district are going to do in the 
W matter of the tax has not vet been decided. I am 
writing these notes before the CLELA. monthly meeting, 
which will be held this week, and when probably the matter 
will come up for discussion, though it is not on the agenda. 
Tn any case, it is not likely that exhibitors will sit down and 
do nothing: the majority will undoubtedly be in favour of con- 
tinuing the fight: if there is any disagreement it will be more 
pon methods than upon the campaign itself. Already some of 
the halls are displaying the latest poster issued, and though 
the way this is worded may not. find favour generally, evers 
exhibitor ino the territory will do something, in one way or 
another, to help rid the industry of the incubus of an unjust 
impost. 


Gaumont’s New Branch. 

Calling at 123, Vietoria Street the other day. To found Mr, 
Jennings and his staff busy vetting things shipshape at this. 
the latest. branch of the house of Gaumont. The’ workmen 
have net quite finished, but the branch has been apened for 
business and soon every department will be ready and in 
working order, The firm occupy practically the whole of the 
building: Gn the first floor is the general office and store, with 
manager's private cffice and ante-room. The projection theatre, 
a comfortable apartment, thickly carpeted, and furnished with 
arm chairs, is on the floor above. Here also is the repair shop; 
specially constructed fireproof vaults for film storage are in’ the 
basement. A full stock of accessories and spare parts will be 
kept at Victoria Street, and repairs can be undertaken at the 
shortest notice, 


New Arrangement of Territory. 

Mr, Jennings has, as his second in command, A. G. Mountney, 
who will ‘act as outside representative. Mr. Mountney comes 
from the Cardiff branch and has been working Bristol and 
This territory will now be brought into the 
West of Mngland) Braneh, and the whole of the six Western 
Counties worked frem- Bristol. At the trade show of ** The 
Prince of Lovers.’ to be held at Andrews’ Picture House, Ply- 
mouth, on July 25. Mr. Jennings will attend and introduce Mr. 
Mountney to West Country exhibitors. 


Gloueestershire. 


Housewives in League. 

The latest organisation is a Housewives’ League, which it. is 
proposed to form in Bristol, The object is to secure a reduc- 
tion in prices from traders, and admission charges from) amuse- 
nent caterers. These privileges will only apply to members, 
but as the league asks for no subscription, except a few pence 
to cover the cost of printing cards, its membership roll should 
be a large one if the initial effort to secure reductions is success- 
ful. So far as the kinemas are concerned, if exhibitors can 
afford to reduce admission charges at all, it would he wiser to 
cut them. down all round at once than to give preferential trent. 
ment to a section of the public, for it ean be depended upon 
that if the Housewives’ League is granted reductians, every 
organisation ino the city will be clamouring for a similar 
privilege. 


An Enchanted Glen. 
Some readers of. this page in the Fina Rexter may perhaps 
remember a rather grandiose scheme mentioned about 3 couple 


Google 


of years ago to build a super-kinema, ballroom, restaurant and 
tearooms in a quarry on Durdham Down, Bristol, at a cost of 
ever £100,000. The scheme fizzled out, but Iam reminded of 
it to-day by the fact that the same quarry has been opened for 
concerts by a party of artistes, with teas and refreshments: pro- 
vided. under the name of * The Enchanted Glen.’’ The name 
now given it is appropriate enough, but what a difference be- 
tween a super-kinema and a concert party! How some of the 
hig schemes of the boom venrs have faded out! 


New Representative. 

Associated First National is now represented in the West of 
England by C. H. Sanders, who was connected with the London 
offices for some time. A brother of Henry Sanders, editor of the 
* Pathé Gazettes” he has been in the business since 1910, with 
an interval during the war vears, when he was serving with the 
forces overseas. Mr. Sanders held a show of ** Man--Woman— 
Marringe,”’ on Sunday. and he tells me that he has several other 
excellent propositions for exhibitors coming along, 


Servalls Take Over W. and F. 


I understand that Servalls Exclusives, of Cardiff, have taken 
over the territorial rights for the West of Mngland and South 
Wales of all W. and F. films. Arrangements have been made 
to show *' Grandma's Boy "in Bristol next week. 


To-Morrow’s Show. 

To-morrow, Sunday, the 23rd, Leonard Satchwell 
Butcher's Intest offering ** The Lilac Sunbonnet.’’ from S. Rk. 
Crockett’s book. The film, a Progress British Photoplay, pro- 
duced by Sidney Morgan, teatures Joan, Morgan, Pauline Peters 
and Warwick Ward, 


screens 


WALWYN SPORTS & GALA. 


A Happy Afternoon. 


N Saturday afternoon last Messrs. Walturdaw and Goldwyn 

held their Sports and Gala on their private ground at 

Park Royal. The weather holding ** gocd "’ drew a very 

large attendance and a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon and 

evening were spent. The sporting events were all keenly con- 

tested and = provided some exciting strugeles for supremacy. 

In the evening Mr. Harry Wocdgate'’s band gave a delightful 

concert, interspersed bs songs by the Misses Weeks, Sharp, 

Kind, and) Messrs. Skinner, Bere, Boylan and Payne, whilst 

Prof. T. Lenton held his audience spellbound by his wonderful 

feats of conjuring. The ** Oursisit “ Coneert Party, with their 
wit and humorous sonus, received a creat ovation, 


ve 


The ground presented a very animated scene, its numerous 
flags, bunting, ete., helping ino a happy carnival of coloured 
caps. masks, balloons, ete. ‘The prizes were not only excellent 
in their selection but also valuable, and were kindly presented 
at the close of a brilliant day by Mrs. J.B. Wilson, 

The Walwyn Sports Committee are to be congratulated on 
the organisation and the smooth manner in which everything 
went off, whilst a special word of praise is due to Mrs, F. G. 
Donne and those ladies who helped her, for the excellent arrange. 
ments which were made for the ters and refreshments. 
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THREE WEEKS’ FILMING IN’ ICELAND. 


Company of Stoll Artistes to make ‘“ The Prodigal Son” 
in Norse Atmosphere. 


IKE Alexander, who was ever seeking new worlds to con- 
quer, or John Wesley, who claimed that the whole world 
was his parish, the film producer knows no bounds to 

his activities when a particular setting is necessary for his pur- 
pose. The value of the English landseape has brought American 
producers to Britain for the right atmosphere and setting, the 
bright sunshine and clear lighting of the Mediterranean countries 
drawing the producer there for his characteristic scenes, 


A STRENUOUS EXPEDITION. 


A more strenuous and exacting expedition awaits a party of 
film actors, who, with camera-men and directors, are proceed. 
ing to Iceland, the stern nursery of Norse mythology, to filtn, 
not those stories of which William Morris made so much, but 
part of that intensely appealing storv of Sir Hall Caine’s, ‘* The 
Prodigal Son.”’ The journey is so hazardous that the Fim 
RENTER understands that a medical man is accompanying the 
party to insure the physieal fitness of the members while carry- 
ing out their task in that bleak clit.e. 


HALL CAINE’S ‘‘ PRODIGAL SON.” 

For a long time the film rights of Sir Hall Caine’s popular 
novel have been competed for by American as well as English 
producers, large figures having been offered to the author for 
these rights. Stolls have been fortunate at length in obtaining 
them, and, as at present arranged, Mr. A. E. Coleby, whose 
** Long Odds "’ and other well-known films are fresh in the 
memory of the trade, but who has not had an opportunity before 
to exhibit his skill upon a picture of this magnitude, will handle 


the enterprise. So far the heroine has not been selected, as it 
has been found difficult to hit upon the actress possessing the 
right kind of appearance coupled with the outstanding dramatic 
ability necessary for the task. This, however, is likely shortly 
to be settled, and with her will be associated Stewart Rome, as 
Magnus, and Henry Victor, as the hero, Christian Christianson. 
Natives of the island will also figure in some of the scenes, this 
heing the Icelanders first appearance in a film play. 


THREE WEEKS IN ICELAND. 


The port of departure is to be Leith, in Seotland, and in a 
small coasting schooner the party, sixteen in number, will sail 
to Reikjavik, the capital of Iceland, where they will remain at 
least three weeks. During this time, as well as having to look 
for a snow storm of sufficient vigour for pictorial reproduction, 
the party will have to proceed on ponies for three days over the 
rough, boulder-lined roads to Iceland’s voleanie region, for here 
are to be taken the final scenes when the hero hag to throw 
himself into a voleano. Here the doctor's skill may be called 
into requisition iu order that the sickness which so often follows 
the inhalation of sulphur may be avoided, as the whole district 
here produces much of the sulphur used commercially in other 
European countries. 

The company is bringing back from Iceland native costumes 
in order that when the interior scenes are made at the Stoll 
studios, at Cricklewood, they may be used there. Special 
photographs will also be taken for guidance in making the latest 
scones, but before the interiors are done the party will take a 
more pleasant journey to the South of France and to Paris, 
where other parts of the etory will be ‘* shot.”’ 


“ CHARLEY’S AUNT” 


Not * Still Running.” 


FFORE Mr. Justice Astbury last week, on behalf of Mrs. 
Margucrite Blanche Brandon -Thomas, application was 
made for an injunction to restrain a Mr. Buur from 

removing a film of ‘Charley's Aunt "’ from this country. The 
plaintiff's case was that she was the owner of the copyright of 
the play, written by her late husband, and quite recently it had 
come to her knowledge that certain persons of Swedish origin 
were making an unauthorised film of the play in this country. 
The film was now nearing completion. The danger was that 
the film might disappear from this country. = A temporary 
injunction was granted, 


Certain picture theatres in) Barrow have been appealing 
aneninst their assessments, which are considered much too high, 
and in one instance such a good, case was made out that the 
assessment was reduced by £100. A substantial concession. 
The Palace Cinema at Millom, Cumberland, has closed down. 
Messrs. Fenton and Ellis, the lessees, announce that this is 
on account of trade depression. Millom has suffered consider- 
ably owing to the slackness in the iron-trade and the mining 
industry, as the result of which a large section of the residents 


have been idle for many months, 
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NEW ENGLISH MANAGER. OF 
ALLIED ARTISTS 
CORPORATION. 


A. C, Berman to remain in New York. 
R. HIRAM ABRAMS, chairman of the Allied Artists Cor- 
M poration, has just arrived at the Wardour Street head- 
-quarters on a brief visit. Mr. A. C. Berman, the 
former English representative, has accepted a new position at 
United Artists Corporation headquarters, New York, as manager 


of the Foreign Department, having charge of all export 
business. 
The New Manager 

Mr. Carroll S. Trowbridge, who was formerly assistant 


ceneral sales manager to Mr. Abrams at head office in New 
York, will now: take charge of all business for Allied Artists 
Corporation throughout the British Tsles. Mr. Trowbridge can 
claim ten years’ experience in the film business, the last five 
of which have been in association with Mr, Abrams, During 
the war he occupied the position of special representative in the 
United States for the distribution of the Official British war 
films. 

After the entrance of the United States into the war, Mr. 
Trowbridge was gencral manager for distribution of the U.S, 


tovernment Official war pictures, 
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BRADFORD TRADE NOTES. 


(By our Bradford Correspondent). 


Better Programs—Halifax and the Queue— Older Kinemas Handicapped— Kinema-goers Grumble. 


USINESS is extremely quiet again in’ Bradford kinemas, 
Things brightened up decidedly during the spell of cold 
weather, but there is now a return to the thin houses of 

summer, and the slight improvement 
industries, which, for two years have 
slump, has not yet brought materially 
to the masses, though there is some betterment in that diree- 
tion. The longer hours now being worked are yielding money 
which has to go largely on much-needed new clothing, and, 


in the great) productive 
been in a condition of 


vrenter spending power 


though crities often say the people will have their amusements 
before anything else, the amusement houses exnnot get. first 
consideration when the people are in need of clothing and boots 
after a long period without renewals. 


Better Programs. 


Most of the theatres continue to put on 
Some of them have extended the programe a 
and there is a noticeable tendency to put on 
pictures instead of much of the smaller comie stuff. 


good programs, 
little im deneth, 
a couple of big 
Interest 
pictures, too, are growing in popularity here. Except amongst 
the herds of youngsters who patronise the kinemas in) working- 
class suburban districts, the knock-about comic stuff is not much 
wanted, if one may judge from. commentary in the audience. 


Halifax and the Queue. 


Halifax is worrying a good deal about the queue problem, Why 
they should bother about that at the moment is questionable : 
showmen would be only. too glad if the queue was a serious problem 
atopresent, but it isn’t. The average ‘house "is not big 
enough to cause trouble in this way. Halifax Justices have 
declared that the future renewal of licences will be governed 
lx the provisions the owners of the houses make for deailng 
with waiting crowds. Certainly, in busier times, the queues 
all over a town are a difficulty in the streets, and Halifax is not 


peculiar in this respect. There is a suggestion that the booking 


of all seats in advance would get over the difficulty. It might, 
but there is as vet no law to make that compulsory, tnd the 
experience of kimema proprietors in’ Bradford is that the bulk 
of the people will not book seats for pictures. 


Oider Kinemas Handicapped. 

Without doubt, however, it is a problem which the kinema 
industry will have to face seriously in the near future, as the 
queue evil is getting beyond toleration, The continuous per- 
furtnances sytsem keeps down the queue to proportions less: than 
would) otherwise be the case. but even there vast numbers of 
people, realising that the length of program) practically means 
two shows a night, insist on gathering together at. two eet times. 
The Halifax Justices suggest inside waiting-rooms, ete., but 
whilst that may be manned by new theatres, it is hardly a fair 
demand to which were built) quite 
according to the requirements of the by-luws of their time and 
were acceptesLbs the authorities as correet. Tf the truth must be 
adinitted, there are a lot of people who love to stand ina queue. 


make on older kinenrs 


Kinema-goers Grumble. 

In letters to the Iceal Press in Bradford, picture house patrons 
recently have been complaining ef the sloppiness of many sub- 
titles te otherwise very excellent films. Another complaint by 
spectators tately is the growing length of rigmarole as to who 
has written, who has arranged, who has direeted, who has photo- 
graphed and who has done half-a-dozen other things connected 
with the top-line picture of the program. Candidly, the audience 
does not care very much who did all these things. The peaple 
have paid to see the picture, and if the picture happens. to 
include a popular actor or actress and the story to be by some 
well-known author, all the better, but) producers are overdoing 
the string of names of people concerned in the production, And 
when all is said and done. the opinion of the audience is the 
thing that matters to authors, producers, actors and showmen 
alike. 


THE TRADE 


IN SCOTLAND. 


(By our Glasgow Correspondent). = 


Pat Carlyons’s Appearance—Meiklejohn, M.P.?—and I.L.P.—** Rob Roy” Rally. 


Iss PAT CARLYON (the talented understudy to Miss 

Mae Murray) made a series of personal appearances at 

the Picture House, Sauchichall Street, Glasgow, in 

connection with the production of * Peacock AMlley."” and her 

reception was always most enthusiastic, While in town T hear 
she unfortunately lost her beautiful little Pomeranian dog. 


Entering Parliament? 

Mr. Henry Meiklejohn (who is well-known in connection with 
the Grand Central Picture House and other Glasgow kinemas) 
has been approached with a view to contesting Argyllshire at 
the next Parliamentary election, under I.L.P. auspices. Mr. 
Meiklejohn (in reply to the Jetter makme the overture) points 
out that he had previously indieated his willingness to stand as 
an Independent: but that. owing to party propaganda and pre- 
judiee, he was afraid that an Independent candidate had a very 
remote chance in Arevil. 


Agin the Government. 


It will certainly come as a surprise to minny of his friends 
to know that Mr. Meiklejohn has I.L.P. aspirations, because (if 


Google 


T remember aright) he has hitherto been regarded as a staunch 
and true Unionist. Mr. Meiklejohn tells us. however, that his 
disgust at the present) Government is) so intense that he is 
prepared to give the present proposal his most serious considera. 
tion and that he will be giving his final decision in the course 
ofa few dave, In view of the somewhat exclusive policy of the 
LL.P.. it would) not be surprising if Mr. Meiklejohn's former 
sMmpathies constituted a bar to his adoption ino the minds of 
the EL.P. men.bers, 


‘* Rob Roy "’ Rally. 


A grand charity performance in nid of the ‘ Highlanders’ 
Institute “was recently given at Aberfoyle by members of 
the Gaumont ‘ Rob Film Company, whieh «0 many 
people wanted to patronise that late-comers were unable to obtain 
admission, Among the contributors to the program were Miss 
Gladys Jennings (Helen), Mr. David Hawthorne (Rob Rov). 
and Mr. A. G. Hunter (Dougal Cratur) all of whom showed 
ability of the highest order, Altogether the concert was a 
reat success, 


Roy” 
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- SPORT OILS THE WHEELS. 


Manchester Cricket Team and Salford Police Eleven— 
Rivals but Friends. 


NOTHER = good 


Association’s activities is 


influence of the Manchester Sports 
the ‘outside’? matches 
Several have been played 


A 


arranged by the cricket team. 


with the Salford Police eleven, and the rivalry is keen, The 
social evenings which follow have brought out the human 


KinEMA MEN WatcHina. 


element of both sides, and kindly feelings have been generated 
which react as oil on the wheels in official relations. 

Three times the kinema men have won, but they failed with 
a weakened team at Broughton on Tuesday last, scoring 56 
against the Salfordians total of 70. They badly missed Milloy, 
A further match has been arranged, 


The game itself was full of incident, as the wicket was con- 
siderably in favour of the bowlers. During the Police innings 
brilliant catches were brought off by Buhicrosan, Harrison, and 
Walter Kay, who was keeping wicket for the first time for the 
team, and Wild on the boundary. Dearnley and Harrison 
bowled throughout unchanged, the analysis being Dearnley 
4 for 33 and Harrison 5 for 26. 

The kinema team opened in promising fash’on with Dearnley 
and Norman Wild, who both batted steadily, until Dearnley was 


unfortunately out Ikw. Harrison joined Wild, and the two 


brought the score to 31, when Flint came in and contributed an 
invaluable 12, After that the rot set in and the tail would not 
way. 

The kinema side possesses some brilliant players. Dearnley 
and Harrison are, of course, expected to do big things in both 
bowling and batting. Dearnley bowls on the slow side, but is 
full of cunning. At the wicket he shows a variety of strokes, 
with a tendency towards the off side. 

Harrison bowls with a rythmie swing and secms to impart 
a spin to the ball which makes it rise quickly and rather high, 
He keeps a good length. As a batsman he is rather forceful 
and plays all round the wicket. Heil totalled 17. 

Edgar Flint played a splendid innings for 12, patiently 
keeping up his end. With more support he would have pulled 
the match out of the fire. 

Norman Wild is a pretty player. His strokes are clean and 
stylish, but he should cultivate a little more restraint. Some 
of his drives were very enjovable to watch. He made 13. 

Emery is usually a steady and careful player, but he was 
unfortunate on Tuesday. 

Walter Kay kept wicket almost as well as he guards the goal 
at football. The ficlding on botlr sides was exceptionally keen. 


Mancnestern MEN LEAVING THE FIELD. 


“CHARLIE” BUSH, OF LEEDS. 


Popular Leeds Exhibitor for Blackpool. 


ORKSHIRE in general, Leeds in’ particular, is shortly 
Y to lose one of its most popular personalities on the 
exhibiting side in Mr. Charles Bush, manager of the 

City Kinema. For 24 years Mr. Bush has been connected 
with the entertainment business in Leeds; first at the Queen's 
Theatre, then ai the Theatre Royal, and in recent years at the 
City Kinema. — At all times he has associated himself with 
charitable objects, and his name is a household: word in the 


wity. 


Digitized by Goc gle 


An Old Actor-Manager. 

Mr. Bush relinquished his present appointment to-day (July 
22), and will in future be in the Blackpool district, but as yet 
his plans are not definite, though it may be stated that he 
will maintain his connection with the kinema trade. An old 
actor and actor-manager, Mr. Bush can tell some interesting 
stories of the old days on the boards of the many ** starg.”’ 
who years ago played at the Queen’s Theatre, including Countess 
Russell, Julia Neilson, Fred Terry, Mrs. Pat Campbell, and 
Blanche Marchesi. 

Genial, warm hearted and painstaking, he has raised £12,000 
for various deserving charities in Leeds. © Mr. Bush will take 
with him the best wishes of a host of friends in Yorkshire, and 
he will undoubtedly find many friends in Blackpool. — Here's 
to one of the very best—*‘ Charlie’? Bush. 
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THE FOUR NORTHERN COUNTIES. 


(By our Newcastle Correspondent.) 


‘© The Four Seasons’’ in Sunderland—Jury’s New Features—An Extensive F.B.O. Program— 
Sporting Subjects. 


SHE FOUR SEASONS,” which is being handled by the 
Ideal Film Co., is doing exceptionally well, so Mr. 
B. Rose, the local manager, informs me, and the 
first run for Sunderland has been fixed up for the Havelock 
Picture House. 


66 


‘* Suspicious Wives.”’ 

Mr. R. Tappley, the local manager for the Stoll Film Co., has 
Suspicious Wives’ to the New Pavilion for the first 
** Whispering Shadows *’ and ‘* The Eternal 
” have brought many inquiries to the Stoll office. 


booked ** 
run in Newcastle, 
Problem 


Jury’s New Features. 

The outstanding feature at the local offices of Jury’s pictures 
is the demand that has been made upon the sporting drama, 
‘Stable Companions,’’ which has kept Mr. J. Finucane, the 
manager, very busy. A series of five new Mack Sennett comedies 
have also gone remarkably well. Amongst the forthcoming 
attractions of this house are ‘*‘ Wee McGreegor’s Swectheart ” 
and ‘‘ The Sailor Tramp.”’ 


Extensively Booked. 

Northern Mutuals have a large selection of Harold Lloyd 
comedies, and ‘t Grandma’s Boy,’’ shown to the trade last week. 
has already been extensively booked. 


An Extensive F.B.O. Program. 
Mr. Sidney Wynbergen, the local manager for F.B.O., tells 
me that he has an extensive program forthcoming, and for some 


* The Birth of 
new Century 

In addition 
and amongst the coming 


time hopes to show two or three films a week. 

a Nation’ -is to be reissued. He has a set of 
comedies, beokings for which have been very large. 
he has a new batch of Universal films, 
supers are ‘* The Yellow Typhoon,"’ featuring Anita Stewart, 
‘The Romance of the Rosary ’’ and *‘ Wild Honey,’’ with 
Priscilla Dean as lead. 


Successful Comedies. 

The ** Bull’s Kye ” comedies are proving a successful busi- 
ness proposition for Mr. A. Gibson, the Jocal manager for 
Square Films, who states that he is doing remarkably well with 
them. ‘* Robinson Crusoe,’ a super-production, recently shown 
to the trade, has secured a number of bookings. Mr, Gibson 
is also handling ‘* Dante's Inferno.’ , 


Sporting Subjects. 

“* What Men Want "’ will be the next super that High Level 
Exclusives will put before the showmen of the territory, Mr. 
W. J. Patrick, the manager, also informs me that the firm has 
also secured a series of ten two-reel sporting dramas, featuring, 
Jack Dempsey, the heavyweight champion of the world, Jess 
Willard, the ex-champion, Johnnie Kilbane, the world’s 
featherweight champicn, and several other famous boxers, In 
a sporting area, such as the four Northern Countics is, Mr. 
Patrick is sanguine that these will prove a good drawing pro- 
position, his opinion being based on the success achieved by 
other sporting subjects. 


NORTHERN OPERATORS’ WAGE 
REDUCTION. 


Agreed Figures to y take effect Next Month, 
HROUGH the Conciliation 


Board, consisting of repre- 

sentatives of the members of the Northern Branch of 

the C.E.A. and the Operators’ Branch of the E.T.U., 
an agreement has been arrived at for a reduction of the 
of the ‘operators to take effect as and from August 21, 
reductions amount to 10s. and 7s. 6d. for and 
5s, for apprentices. The present rates for the operators in 
the different halls, together with the new 
are as follows : 


wages 

The 
journcymen, 
classes of rates, 
New rate on & 


Present rate. from Aug. 21. 


(a) Chicf — operator, continuous £ s. d. £ 6. d. 
show, afternoon and evening 4 15 0 47 6 

Second operator, continuous 
show, afternoon and evening 3 6 6 .. 2 9 O 

(b) Chief operator, twice nightly, 
with one matinee .......... 4.5 6 315 6 

(c) Chief — operator, vontinuous 
evening, with one matinee ... 4 5 6 315 6 

(d) Chief operator, once nightly, 
with one matinee .............- 3.6 6 .. 216 6 
(¢) Apprentice operator (not under sixteen years of age) 


will come under the following seale : 


New rate on 
Present rate. Aug. 21. 
Burdt: “V@td" ssa scars taarssnaadededseesdenes Tps. Ws. 
Second year 20s. 15s. 
Third year 25s, 20s. 
Fourth year 30s. 25s. 
Fifth year 35s. BOs. 
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The greatest 
heart interest 
drama the world ? 
pas ever known 


Ten Nights 
Bar ' * Room | 


= | Jonn towaland 
Baty ius Waal 
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STANDING IN KINEMAS. 


Stoke Watch Committee Defer Decision. 
Ge Stoke-on-Trent Watch Committee, at a meeting last 


week, refused to accept a recommendation by the 

Kinematograph Sub-committee that # number. .of 
kinemas in the Potteries should be permitted to have people 
standing during the performances. — It claimed that to 
allow standing would be an innovation dangerous in case 
of fire, but the Mayor protested that this was not an innova- 
tion, allowed to stand in kinemas in the 
Potteries at the present time. What was proposed was 
that the number standing should be limited. Eventually, it was 
decided to defer the matter until the next meeting of the Watch 
Committee in September, and that in the meantime the 
members of the committee should conduct their own investiga- 
tions as to the conditions prevailing in the kinemas. 


AN AUSTRALIAN VISITOR. 


Was 


as pers< ms were 


J. W. Hicks, Junr., Managing Director 
Famous Lasky Film Service in Australia. ° 


NOTTINGHAM WELCOMES “ THE 
FOUR SEASONS.” 


66 HE FOUR SEASONS ” drew a very representative 
I audience when trade shown at Nottingham on Tues- 
day by Mr. H. Filton, Ideal’s Nottingham manager. 
A very representative body of exhibitors were present, and the 
show had also the patronage of the Mayor of Nottingham, 
Chairman and Clerk of the Education Committee, Chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce, and the Archdeacon of Nottingham, 
and representatives of religious bodies of all creeds, and a 
The film drew great 
applause, and Mr. Elton was the recipient of many’ congratula- 
tions on having such a very novel subject to handle. A letter 
_ of regret for non-attendance was received from J. P. Houtton, 
. M.P., the newly-clected M.P. for East Nottingham, 


representative of the local University. 
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THE KINEMAS OF THE WORLD. 


America’s Great Preponderance. 


SERIES of comprehensive statistics has been recently 
A gathered together by the German film paper, ‘* Licht- 
bildbuhne.”’ to these figures, which are 
declared to be as accurate as is possible, there are altogether 
throughout the world forty-seven thousand picture theatres. Of 
these, America claims twenty-five thousand and [urope about 
tweuty thousand. In the United States alone there are as many 
as cighteen thousand. Of the Kuropean countries, Germany 
casily leads the way, for in that country there are 3,731 picture 
theatres, and Russia follows with a number that is as nearly as 
possible estimated at3,500. In this case, owing to the unsettled 
nature of the country, statistics were difficult to obtain. In 
Great Britain there are about three thousand picture theatres. 
In the remaining European countries the numbers of kinemas 
are approximately as “follows: France, 2,400; Italy, 2,200; 
Austria, 800; Belgium, 778; Scandinavia, 793; Poland, 300; 
Holland, 227; Hungary, 180; Spain, 156; Czecho-Slovakia, 23; 
Switzerland, 128; Yugo-Slavia. 117: Turkey, 32; and the 
Balkans, 23. Africa, Australia and Asia have together 1,361 
picture theatres, and the American total ig divided as follows : 
United States, 18,000; Canada, 750; South Amerjca, 1,200; and 
Central America, 500. 


According 


Germany’s Supremacy. 

The chief interest in these figures lies in the unexpectedly 
large total of such theatres in Germany. It was common know- 
ledge that the United States had far more kinemas than any 
other part of the world, and, therefore, their total of nearly 
twenty thousand is not unexpected; but it is hardly realised in 
this country that Germany actually possesses over seven hundred 
more kinemas tkan this country. Moreover, it must be remem- 
bered that Germany is also only second to the United States 
among the film-producing countries of the world. There are 
actually in that country more than one thousand film-producing 
and film apparatus-producing firms. Germany, as readers of 
the Firm Renter know, is making great efforts to improve its 
already supreme position in the film world of. Europe, and it 
will still need great exertions on the part of those interested in 
the matter in this country before England can even draw level 
with her powerfui competitor.—'* The Times.” 


En route to London on Wednesday, the ‘* Rob Roy *’ Company 
made a triumphal procession through Glasgow. Three decorated 
cars, in which the players appeared in costume, toured the city, 
visiting many of its kinemas. On arrival at each kinema a piper 
played the company down through the centre aisle to the stage, 
Short speeches were made, and the procession continued on its 
way to the next theatre. The stunt was well organised and 
created a lot of interest in the Clyde city. 


Following injuries caused by part of the gallery of a Woking 
kinema falling upon her, Beatrice Steele, 20, who had given up 
her seat in favour of a woman with a child, and stood under 
the gallery, brought an action at Guildford County Court last 
week and was awarded £26 damages. 


‘‘The Big Adventure ’’ is the title of a new. Universal picture 
to be distributed by F.B.O. It will be trade shown on July 26 
at 10 a.m. and 1-30 p.m., and July 27 at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. at 
their private theatre, 22, Soho Square. The star in this pro- 
duction is Breezy Fason, a juvenile actor of great ability, who, 
unfortunately, met his death recently in a motor-accident. *He 
died in the arms of the popular Western star, Harry Carey, to 
whom he was greatly attached, 
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LATEST TRADE NEWS, ~ 


MDLLE. LENGLEN IN LANCASHIRE. 


A Stoll Short Film. 


XHIBITORS, especially those running good class houses, 
will be glad to hear that Stoll’s are putting out a short 
film, showing this wonderful lady at the nets. | Several 

hundred feet will be in slow motion. Now is the time to rope 
in those hundreds of tennis players who pass picture house doors 
Weekly. They will appreciate your ‘ service “if you show this 
film. Bang it over hot! | Mr. LL. Deal is very enthusiastic over 
this subject. Sports Association players will be welcome at the 
show. 

It is a real pleasure to call in ut Stoll'’s these days, as the 
atmosphere of the Manchester office is one of quict efficiency 
since Mr. Deal took aver. This is enhanced by the charm of 
Louis’s persondlity and the comfort of his private office easy 
chair, There is a real reason why Stoll’s are so popular, apart 
from their program. It lies in the manager and his henchman, 
Mr. MeLaughlin. 

AE I RE Se PEL AN 

The Gaiety Cinema (Manchester) accounts show a debit of 
£2,132. No dividend has been declared. 

The directors of the Ardwick Picture Theatre have declared 

an interim dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. Joes tax. 
“The trade will be interested to Jearn that production has 
actually commenced at) Barker's Baling studios of a screen 
‘version of ** A Sister to Assist "Er,"' the comedy classic of the 
vaudeville stage so lone assoviated with the late Fred Emney. 
Baron Films, who have acquired this wonderful subject, are 
making it the first of a series of comedy productions under 
the direction of George W. Dewhurst. Among the cast already 
secured are Mary Brough and Pollie Enery, 

‘The Hepworth picture play. t Mr. Justice Raffles.’ from the 
novel by FE. W. Hornung, will be released for public exhibition 
on duly 24." : 


A group of some 50 students from the United States, repre- 
senting every educational centre, were the guests of the 
Hollandia Film Company last week. They are touring Kurope, 
attending congresses in most of the Lig cities, with a view to 
getting first-hand information as to yencral conditions of the 
aftermath of war. By invitation of Maurice Binger, managing 
director of Hollandia, they were invited to the studios, where 
they watched a scene for ** Bulldog Drummond ** enacted. 


Warrants in’ respect) of Ordinary share dividend in’ Stoll 
Picture Theatre (Kingsway), Ltd.. for the half year ending 
May 3, 122, at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, less tax, 
have been posted. 


Mr. Alfred Lever, general manager of the Stoll Film Coe., 
Ltd., has gone to Berlin on the firm's business, 


Whitwick Picture adie Leicester, dias been) sold to Mr. 
A. J. Briers, of Whitwick, for £2,450, 


~A Joss of £2,636 in the veur ended May 3 has resulted trom 
the working of the Sheffield and District kincmatograph theatres, 
which the directors attribute to the Entertainments Tax taking 
30 per cent, of their pay-box receipts. 


Google 


EUROPEAN COMPANY'S CHIEF IN 
MANCHESTER. 


On the Hunt for Adequate Offices. 


HAD the pleasure of greeting Mr. Edwin J. Smith, the con- 
I troller of the European Co.'s destinies in this country, as 
he stepped from the train in Manchester on Wednesday 
last." In a short chat he explained that his main purpose in 
coming North owas to arrange, if possible, for pre- 
important — Manchester 
branch, Also to) complete arrangements for the special 
exploitation of their very important trade show of ‘ The 
Storm,’ which film, he says, will eagerly be shapped up. 
Incidentally, he hopes to have a chat with a few of the local 
exhibitors, as he is) anxious to impress upon them the high 
principles upon which they are running the business, — Also 
the service vids they are instituting. Mr. Smith is proud to 
have Mr. Tom = Preston as his Lancashire henchman, and 
realises that in him he has a man who is himself as straight- 
forward as are the firm's principles, Exhibitors who have dealt 
with Preston know his equitable dealings, and now he represents 
so important a house will be doubly pleased to see him, 
especially when he has a worthy business home. 


inises worthy of | housing his 


IDEAL'S UNIQUE INTEREST FILM. 

Ideal Filins keep pegging away with ‘the goods,” both in 
features, eniall stuff, and novelties. Their latest offering, ** The 
Four Seasons.” certainly comes under the heading of a novelty, 
for it carries neither story nor actors other than the story of 
nature as it reveals itself with each season, with birds, beasts, 
and other wild life as players in the wonderful drama. It is an 
interest filmm—but of unusual interest. 


B.N.F.L."S NEXT PICTURE. 

Next week's British National program picture is the West- 
minster film, ‘A Soul's Awakening,’ which the Gaumont Com- 
pany, Ltd., will present at the New Gallery Kinema on Thuzs- 
day at 1L o'clock. This is the picture which Mr. Kellins 
completed before going to Scotland on‘ Rob Roy,” and has 
previcusly been variously referred to as ‘ The Worker"? ard 
“What Love Can Do.’ It is a story of slum life, built up on 
the idea that love is sunshine even in drab surroundings. The 
love is that of father and daughter, David Hawthorne and Flora 
Je Breton respectively, which, in the former, is induced by the 
queer bargain of giving him two pounds a week to be kind to his 
child. Pathos. relieved with humorous sidelights on the life of 
the lower'ten, provides the main appeal of the picture. 


EARLE WILLIAMS’S STRANGE GUISE. 


* Fortune's Mask,” a recently completed Vitagraph feature 
starring Earle Williams, is reported to be one of the most 
colourful of pictures. Ino an early seene Dicky Malone, played 
by Earle Williams, looking strangely unfamiliar in’ a’ blond 
wig, rides into the Central American city of Coralio. | The 
debonair adventurer proceeds to stir things up in’ grand style. 


treats the entire city to drinks, loses money freely at cards, beats - 


up a few and makes himself generally popular. In faet, the 
only inhabitants who do not fall for Dieky are the Commandant 
of Police and the disappointed lovers of Pasa Ortiz, who, enrried 
off her fect by Dicky’s whirlwind methods of courtship. clopes 
with him. In the end it is discovered that there is method in 
Dicky’s madness, the blond wig comes off, and he turns out to 
be the most unexpected person in the world. 
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The Last Word in Orchestration. 


THE JARDINE 
ORCHESTRAL ORGAN 


HE Instrument that MUST have a 
place in every up-to-date Kinema 

GO AND HEAR IT AT THE 
STOLL PICTURE THEATRE, LONDON. 


GC, It is a surprise and revelation of amazing 
musical possibilities in full orchestration or 
accompaniment. “ JARDINE” Orchestral 
Organs are already installed at the following 
Kinemas :— 
THE STOLL PICTURE THEATRE 
(The London Opera House), 
KINGSWAY, LONDON. 
GLOBE SUPER KINEMA, ACTON. 
WATERLOO PICTURE PALACE, BLACKPOOL. 
PALACE PICTURES, ACCRINGTON. 


Write for full details :- 


JARDINE & CO., LTD., 


i Mn 
ius Make your. 
Patrons 


=U 


" 


= «Comfortable. 


OU are always sure of 
getting furniture that will 

last, and at the same time give 
comfort to your patrons if you get 


\URRNEE 


Theatre Furnishings 


May our representative call on you 

with suggestions and quotations ? 

W. W. TURNER & Co., Ltd., 
5, Warwick Works, 


King’s Heath, BIRMINGHAM. 
Telephone: South 72. 
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Telegrams: ‘ Cinechair, B'ham. 
ORGAN BUILDERS & TONE SPECIALISTS, — a Senne 
OLD TRAFFORD, MANCHESTER. = Orme's Buildings. Pavacnages ‘Manchester: 
Established over 100 years. = Irish Agents 


1. I. Bradlaw, 51 Grafton St., Dublin. 
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TRADE SHOW 
of 
KITTY GORDON 


and ALL-STAR CAST in 


ERELY PLAYER 


A GRIPPING DRAMATIC STORY, 


At Deansgate Picture House, Manchester, 
On Tuesday July 25, 1922, at 11 am. 
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You are invited by PROVINCIAL PRODUCTIONS, 
Telephone : 7695 Central. 39 Blackfriars Street, MANCHESTER. 
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Capitol ............ eee eee 42 

European Motion Pict’s 46—48 

Famous-Lasky ........ 17—20 

. Fox ..... vee 87 

Asso. First National .. 52, 53  " F.B.0. 44 
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British Famous Films .... 41 Geo. Clark Productions 25, 26 
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SMALL PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PUBLICITY. 


PUBLICITY AGENT FOR LONDON AREA.—A. O. GAR. 
DENEBR (late manager of Brock’s Crystal Palace fireworks), 
Lewis Road, Sutton, Surrey. 


*“DYNAMO AND MOTOR ATTENDANTS," by Broadbent, is 
a book of direct value to every operator-electrician Price 
4s. 10d. from Rentell, 36, Maiden Lane, London. 


PROJECTORS, ACCESSORIES, Etc. 


3,000 TIP-UPS, with standards, 5s. 6d. complete.—Hellen- 
brand, maker, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend-on-Sea. 


THEATRICAL TIP-UP CHAIR MAKER.—Trade supplied.— 
Hellenbrand, 66; Bournemouth Park Road, Southend. 


WILLIAMSON’S CAMERA For Sale, all complete with Lens, 
Case, Tripod, etc.; recently overuauled; £40 or near offer. 
—Box B28. 


POSTERS, SLIDES, PUBLICITY, FILMS. 


POSTERS AND LANTERN SLIDES.—For advertising all 
classes of business send to the Greatest Poster Writers and 
Lantern Slide Makers in the North of England. Yorkshire 
Agente for Rose Dew Spraying Essence. Poster and Slide 

: Specialistse.—Imperial Animated Picture Co., Hustlergate, 

Bradford. 
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LET YOUR ADVERTISING RIGHTS TO THE FIRM THAT 


PAYS PROMPTLY. 
Best terms given for Sues aT: Slides, or Programs, 
Write for particulars to: 
Palace Advertising Co., 
45a. Market Street, 
“Manchester. 
‘Phone Central 2262. 
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LONDON. | 
MONDAY, JULY 31. 


False Kisses, Fox, Exchange, 10-45. Elope If You Must—Western Speed. 
Fox, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-45. Without Fear—Arabian Love. TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 
Samuelson, New Gallery, 11. The Game of Life. International Cine., Exchange, 11-40. What Do Men Want? 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. Jury, Exchange, 10-40. The Hole in the Wall, 
European, Alhambra, 10-45. The Storm—Going Straight. F.B.0., Exchange, 3-15. ‘The Rowdy. 
F.B.O., Own Theatre, 10 and = 1-30. False Kisses. Famous-Lasky, Majestic, 11 The Spanish Jade—A Bachelor Daddy. 
Wardour, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-15. Five Two-reel Comedies, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 
Fox, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-45. Without Fear—Arabian Love. W. and F., Exchange, 11-40. 
Pamous-Lasky, New Gallery, 11. The Spanish Jade. Curry’s Exelusives, Ltd., Exchange, 2-15. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. Jury, Exchange, 10-40. Brown Sugar. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30, The Scrapper. THURSDAY, AUGUST 3. 
Jury, Shaftesbury, 11. ‘The Faithful Heart, ¥ox, Exchange, 11-45. 
Fox, Alhambra, 11. A Fool There Was. FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3. Wardour, Exchange, 11-40. 


MONDAY, JULY 31. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 3, 


The Cricket on the Hearth. 
The Interloper. 


A Stage Romance. 


Five Two-reel Comedies. 


F.B.0., Own Theatre, 3. White Youth. F.B.0., Exchange, 10-40. The Big Adventure. 
Jury, Own Theatre, 10 and 3. Fighting Mad. F.B.0., Exchange, 2-15. Headin’ West. 
FE Oe Own Theatre, 10. ‘The Scrapper. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. SHEFFIELD 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. White Youth. : ‘ 
- = oR MONDAY, JULY 31. f _ 
Jury, Picture alace, 11. rown Sugar, 
MANC ~HESTER. New Century, Union Street, 11. | Brown Sugar. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. x TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 
Welsl:-Pear:on, Piceadilly Cinema, 11. Wee MacGreegor's Sweetheart. Fox, Tivoli, 11. | Elope If You Must—Western Speed. 


~ W.B.O., 
Gaumont, 
anmont, Own Theatre, 2-30. 
Famous-Lasky, Exchange, 11, 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 
Inver. Cine., New Piccadiily Cinema, 11-15. What Do Men Want? 
Jury, Kinema Exchange, 11. Boy Crazy. 
F.B.O., Kinema Exchange, 2. Parisian Seandal. 
Gaumont, Gaiety, 11. The Man From Blankleys. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. The Man From Blankleys. 
Vamous-Lasky, Exchange, 12. ‘The Spanish Jade. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3. 
Fox, Futurist, 11. © Carmen—Reporter, 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. 


Kinema Exchange, 12 Doctor Jim. 
Gaiety, 11, A Soul's Awakening. 
A Soul's Awakening. 
The Bachelor Daddy. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 
New Century, Own Theatre, 11. 
Famous-Lasky, Electra, 10-45. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. 
F.B.0., Union Street, 10-45. 
International Cine., Electra, 11. 


NOTTINGHAM. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 
Desperate Trails—Playing With Fire. 


F.B.0., Mechanic's, 10-45. 
Famous-Lasky, Lounge, 11.9 The Crimson Challenge. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 
F.B.0., Mechanic's, 11. The Shark Master. 


The Hole in the Wall. 
The Spanish Jade—A Bachelor Daddy. 


Doctor Jim—Parisian Scandal. 
What Do Men Want? 


HUUUEUDUADADA DARHT EAT 


Fox, Kinema Exchange, 11. Without Fear—Arabian Love. 
LIVERPOOL. 


MONDAY, JULY 31. 
Sins of the Parents. 


Stoll, Palais de Luxe, 11-15. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 

Fox, Seala Super, 11. A Stage Romance. 

Jury, Exchange, 2-30. Boy Crazy. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 

Gaumont, Seala Super, 11. The Mayie Cup. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. The Magie Cup. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3. 

International Cine., Trocadero, 11-15, What Do Men Want? 
Fox, Palais de Luxe, 11. Without Fear—Arabian Love. ~ 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. . 
Famous-Lasky, Seala, 11. The Spanish Jade—The Bachelor Daddy. 


BIRMINGHAM. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 


Fox, Scala, 11. The Fast Mail. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 
Stoll, Seala, 11. The Problem Eternal 


Fox, Lounge, 11. Elope If You Must—Western Speed. 
CARDIFF. 
MONDAY, JULY 31. 


Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. In His Brother's Place. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 
Stoll, Exchange, 3. The Problem Eternal. 
Vitagraph, Exchange, 12-15. A Virgin's Sacrifice 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. In His Brother's Place. 
Gaumont, Exchange, 12-15. | Seas of Chance. 
Jury, Exchange, 3. The Idle Rich. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. 
Gaumont, Exchange, 3. Tense Moments From Opera. 
Faumous-Lasky, Own Theatre, 11. © The Crimson Challenge. 


GLASGOW. 
MONDAY, JULY 31. 


Fox, Grand Central, 11. Shackles of Gold. 
Cosmograph, Cranston’s, 11. Hills of Hate. 
Stoll, Cinema House, 11. Whispering Shadows. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 


In His Brother's Place, 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. 
Fox, Futurist, 11. 
Famous-Lasky, Scala, 11. 


Gaumont, Salon, 11. The Man From Blankleys. Z 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. The Man From Blankleys. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 6. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 
Famous-Lasky, Cinema House, 11. The Crimson Challenge. 


¥.B.0., Scala, 7. Romance of the Rosary, 
Jury, Own Theatre, 2-30. At the Stage Door. 
BRISTOL. THURSDAY, AUGUST 3. 
Gaumont, Salon, 11. A Soul's) Awakening. 
Gaumont, Own -Theatre, 2-30. A Soul’s Awakening. 
Bendon, Cranston’s, 11. The Angel Factory. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 2-30. Luring Lips. 


BELFAST. 


Tense Moments From Opera, 
When Greek Meets Greek. 


Elope If You Must—Western Speed. 
The Spanish Jade—The Bachelor Daddy. 


UAUTATADAAA OUT DUAAHAH 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. : 
Gaumont, Queen's, 11. Parisette. 2 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 3. Parisette—Private Scandal. 


NEWCASTLE. 


The Romance of the Rosary. 
Shackles of Gold. 
Sheltered Daughters, 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 
F.B.O., Pavilion, 11-15. 
Fox, Queen's Hall, 11. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11-15 and 2. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 
Welsh-Pearson, Picture House, 11. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11-15 and 2. Magic Cup. 
Famous-Lasky, Grainger, 11.9 The Crimson Challenge. 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11. 
Butcher, Panopticon, 11-30. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3. 
First National, Panopticon, 11-15. John Chileote, M.P. 


DH SRUDNOD AND ANANDA HUAAUCAEDEAT 


Wee MacGreegor's Sweetheart. 
Seas of Chance. 
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Here are some of the Press ‘Reports 


“THE LILAC 
SUNBONNET” 


An Adaptation of S. R. Crockett’s Scottish Story 
Featuring JOAN MORGAN. 


Kine Weekly— 
“ Altogether, an’ eminently useful booking where something other than blood 
and thunder is accepted; it.is typical of the better British work of the 
day and essentially clean."’ 


Cinema— 
‘: The whole aspect of the picture is charm’ng—pleasing scenery and excellent 
characterisation.’ 


KE PLS \ Bios cope— : 
Ws ‘Sound production and good photography combine in making this a pleasing 
GAP P : Pp 
PROS and entertaining film.” 
SS’ Film Renter— — Lo: 
‘* Beautifully set in scenic surroundings that will delight kinema-goers—should 
Produced by prove a general favourite.”’ 
SIDNEY MORGAN chieise = 
ee ; ‘A case in point of the argument of the increasing progress of British-made 
U CERTIFICATE films is ‘The Lilac Sunbonnet.’ In every Way the whole production is a 
Se - credit to British film-making."’ 
‘Released Feb. 1923 Era— 
‘‘The magnificent Highland scenery and some finely tinted moonlight scenes 
NUMBER SIX are an attractive feature of this excellent production. Marks, 9}."' 
NAT The Times : 
BRITISH NATIONAL ‘'€The Lilac Sunbonnet’ is another of those productions which we like to 
PROGRAM ME think characteristic of the best side of the British film industry, 


BUTCHER’S FILM SERVICE, LTD., 


Camera House, Farringdon Ave., LONDON, E.C.4. 
Phone: Holborn 5995 (5 lines) Wires :Butchilms, Fleet, London, 
Cables: Butchilms, Fleet, London. 


MANCHESTER: 40 Deansgate. LEEDS: 66 New Briggate. 
Phone: City 1270. Wires: Butchilms, Manchester. Phone: 26339. Wires: Butchilms, Leeds 
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LONDON Phone: Regent, 1468-9. ‘felegraphic Address: ‘*Wrightads, Piccy, London,’ MANCHESTER Phone: Central, 5987. 
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SATURDAY, JULY 29, 1922. ' 


SIXPENCE. 


THE RE-ORGANISATION OF ~P.C.T. 


Partial Adoption of Scheme advocated by 


‘* The 


TT. news that Mr. F. E. Adams had relinguished 
the position of managing director of Provincial 

Cinematograph Theatres, Ltd., has been quickly 
followed by an announcement that the existing organisa- 
tion of P.C.T. and Associated Provincial Picture 
Houses, Ltd., is to undergo immediate overhauling, with 
« view to bringing it more in line with the necds of the 
times. 

This information will be warmly welcomed by every 
branch of the kinematograph trade, as well as by the 
large bodies of shareholders who have a more direct 
financial interest in the future welfare of what is 
generally recognised as the foremost picture theatre 
circuit’ in this country. Provincial Cinematograph 
Theatres was one of the pioneers in the kinema business, 
ond to the credit of the late Dr. Jupp, Mr. F. E. Adams, 
and those associated with thei in the direction of the 
enterprise in its early days, it must be said that the 
super kinema, with its note of luxury and refinement, 
as we know it to-day, largely owes its existence to them. 
P.C.T.,. with its beautifully-appointed houses in’ such 
populous centres as Glasgow and Nottingham, gtruck an 
entirely new and welcome note, which soon made an 
impression of a business which in its embryo stage was 
more noteworthy for crudity and lavk of refinement than 
anything else. The directors of P.C.T. soon proved 
that well designed and tastefully furnished theatres, 
added to a first-class program, were a paying proposition, 
and till comparatively recently the dividend paid by this 
company has been the envy of the entire picture theatre 
business. 

But in these times of increasingly keen competition 
the methods of ten years ago hardly suthee, and with 
such a shrewd man of business as Lord Ashfield at the 
head of its affairs, it has been recognised that a general 
overhauling of the organisation cf the {wo companies 
was essential in order te ensure their future welfare and 
continued progress. This has aeccrdingly. been done, 
and in the statement which Lerd Ashfield made per- 
sonally to the Press last week, we are gratified to find 
that many of the suggestions first made in THE Fitm 
Renter, long prior to this vear’s annual meeting, find 
u place. ap : 

We suggested, for instance. that in a business of such 
magnitude -a more careful systern of departmentalising 
was absolutely necessary, and that with so many theatres 
serving such varied areas, the only practical way to run 
them on popular Hines was to group them in circuits, 
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according to their special needs and requirements, We 
also particularly emphasised the necessity for giving the 
company’s managers a greater measure of authority in 
regard to the control of their theatres and staffs, and 
to allow them a voice in the selection of their film pro- 
grams. The latter suggestion we regarded as the most 
important of the three, for the reason that if the local 
manager is to be held responsible for making his theatre 
pay, he at least should be entitled to have some say in 
regard to the quality and character of the entertainment 
by which this desirable end is to be attained. It stands 
to reason that he is a better judge of his own particular 
publie’s requirements than a selection board in London 
whose impossible task is to provide suitable picture fare 
for audiences in all parts of the country whose tastes 
are widely different. 

We are gratified that the suggesticns put forward in 
this journal have been partially adopted, and will form 
an effective part of the new scheme under which 
P.C.T. and its associated companies will in future work. 
The 89 principal theatres will be divided into four groups 
or circuits, each under the control of a circuit manager, 
and each kinema in charge of a responsible manager. 
The whole of the theatres will be under the direct control 
of the department of the general manager, which will 
be in charge of Mr. IF. D. Kendrick. The department 
of finance and statistics will have Mr. R. D. Scott as 
its head; Mr. A. E. Newbould will be in charge of the 
department of catering and auxiliary business, and Mr. 
kK. A. Crisp will supervise the department of the 
secretariat and estates. The position of managing 
director with not again be filled, and Lord Ashfield him- 
self will, as chairman of the company, actively control 
the entire business. 

The only theatre which is to stand on its own is the 
Regent, Brighton, and this house, as Tor Fium RENTER 
announced exclusively last week, is to be in charge of 
Mr. Walter Wanger, who will also advise the Board on 
other important questions as they arise. ; 

Lord Ashfield declares himself as a tremendous 
optimist so fur as the future of the picture theatre 
business is coneerned. He has certainly taken prompt 
measures to bring the organisation of his two companies 
up to date, and we sincerely trust that the scheme, 
which is now-in operation, will prove fully effective, and 
be the means of winning increased and continued pros- 
perity for an undertaking which deserves well of the 
public, and stands for mueh in the eves of the investor 
so far as the film business is concerned. 
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A Weekly Causerie 
Trade Topics. 


By the Way: 


on 


This week’s issue of THE FILM 
RENTER contains the first of our 


TECHNICAL SUPPLEMENTS 


which will in future appear during 
:: the last week in each month. :: 


British Films Going Strong in the States. 
RITISH preductions are at last beginning “to have 
B a real look in in America, and judging by the 
current issues of the trade papers to hand the out- 
Icok for cur pictures is not only hopeful but healthy. 
Two-page advertisement spiashes in colour make a brave 
show, and occurring as they do at intervals of a few pages, 
are calculated to impress the American showman with 
the value and quality of our ** gcods.”’ 
I notice the Ideal Company seems to be enjoying quite 
a big innings with announcements of ‘* A Woman of No 
Importanee,’’ which is being distributed by Selznick, 
und “ Sonia,”’ which is being put out by the Pathé 
Exchange, under the title of ** The Woman Who Caine 
Back.’” But why the change of title? © Other British 
films booming just now in the States ure the George 
(ark ‘* Bigamist,’’ ‘* Persistent Lovers,’’ and ** Boy 
Woodburn,’’ which have been sold to F.B.0O., of America 
(formerly the Robertson Cole Company), the Sherlock 
Holmes series, and ** The Glorious Adventure.’” Stuart 
Blackton's colour film. Quite a good show for the old 
country ! 


The Tax Committee to Continue. 


HE Kinema Tux Abolition Committee has now 
issued its final report on the recent campaign 
conducted with a view to the abolition or reduc- 

tion of the Entertainment Tax. Most of the statements 
it contains are now more or less ancient history, but 
besides some very plain speaking as to the causes res- 
pousible for the failure, there is a word of thanks to all 
those who helped, either in the House of Commons or 
elsewhere, to further the aims of the trade. It is, I 
believe, the intention to keep the present Committee em- 
bodied for the purpose of dealing with the matter at any 
time their services may be required in the near future. 
Meanwhile, it is permissible to express warn apprecia- 
tion of the invaluable service rendered to the cause by 
Captain J. W. Barber, than whom no honorary secretary 
could have worked harder. 


An Urgent Appeal. 


WISH to commend most strongly to the sympathy of 
readers of THe Firm Renter the S.O.8. appeal 
which is printed on another page this week on 

behalf of an old pioneer of the film industry, Mr. Ralph 
Pringle. In the grip of an incurable malady, and reduced 
to poverty, Mr. Pringle, who has in the past successfully 
raised large sums for charitable purposes, now finds him- 
self in dire straits, and it will be the wish of many in 
the trade who knew him in better times, to assist In his 
relief. He was a figure of importance in the kinema 
business a deende singe, and has performed services 
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In particular, 
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which deserve to be borne in mind by all in his present 
sud plight. 


Marcus Loew Here. 
ARCUS LOEW, the well-known theatrical and 
M kinema magnate of New York, has arrived in 
London on a brief visit, and is staying at the 
Savoy. Mr. Loew, I understand, is arranging for a 
London presentation of the Metro Super-picture, °° The 
Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse “as soon us a West 
End theatre ean be secure:l. 


Triangle Litigation. 

UNDERSTAND that a settlement is announced in 

the suits brought by Triangle Film Corporation 

against Harry E. und Roy E. Aitken and Hyman 
Winik, and against the Western Import Company and 
Reserve Film Corporation, the two latter concerns, it was 
alleged, being formed and controlled by the defendants. 
The litigation has been before the courts for nearly a 
year, and a lot of evidence has been taken. The general 
allegation against the defendants, which they denied, 
was that they were parties to a conspiracy to defraud 
Triangle, and used their controlling influence for their 
own benefit and consequent loss to Triangle Corporation. 


The Settlement. 

HE ** Motion Picture World ‘’ (New York) is in- 
formed by Arthur Butler Graham, attorney for 
plaintiffs, that by the terms of settlement the 

Aitkens will convey to the Triangle Corporation 
$1,300,000 par value Triangle stock, and H. Winik is to 
pay $86,000 in cash and notes and turn over $14,000 in 
par value Triangle stock; also to take certain Triangle 
pictures and distribute them on a percentage basis. This 
settlement automatically eliminates Western Import und 
Reserve Film as defendants. 


‘* Flames of Passion.’ 

HE next Graham-Wileox production, “ Flames of 
Passion,’’ promises to be an exceedingly arabi- 
tious affair judging by some of the scenes I wit- 

nessed this week at the Famous Lasky studios, where 
the film is being produced. = Mr. Graham-Cutts, who, 
together with Herbert Wilcox, is producing the picture, 
was busy on an exceptionally fine scene of the Old 
Bailey when I left it on Tuesday. The attention to detail 
in this particular scene is extraordinary, as it is in every 
respect a replica of one of the courts of the Old Bailey. 
The time and care expended must have been very great, 
and I can imagine it will cause a sensation when seen on 
the screen. Nothing has been omitted, even the old- 
time custom at the opening of the court is observed of 
frankincense and myrrh being scattered by the usher 
previous to the judge’s entrance, whilst the actors, who 
included Aubrey Smith, A. G. Poulton, Henry Vibart, 
and Herbert Langley play their parts to perfection. 


A Great Production. 
66 LAMES OF PASSION "is the big British produc- 
F tion in which Mae Marsh is playing lead, and 
some of the scenes IT have witnessed in which 
this talented actress and Miss Hilda Bayley and Miss 
Kva Moore have taken part, promise to make a. seisa- 
tion. = [T understand from Mr. Wileox that scenes are 
being taken at Goodwood this week and a big ballroom 
scene is being enacted to-day (Saturday). | The whole 
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trade will await the screening of this film with intense + told me he is returning to Logdon after a period of 


interest as if promises to mark an epoch in British fm 


‘production. 


The Proposed Dinner to F. E. Adams. 


HAVE received the following letter from Mr. E. 
Adams in reference to the suggestion that he rente 
be entertained to dinner by his friends in the trade 


on his retirement from the managing directorship of. 


b.C.T. 
While appreciating io the fullest extent the good feelings 
which Shave | prompted my many friends in the industry tu 


organise a dinner for me, I regret it is imperative for me to ask 
that the event should be postponed, at any rate fur the present, 
for the simple reason that I am very shortly leaving London for 
« holiday and rest. On my return I may have an important 
announcement. ta make and it seems to me that.that. will perhaps 
ke the most suitable time for us to have a friendly dinner together. 
I would like to take this opportunity cf thanking you and all 
ether friends responsible for the suvestion that a dinner be 
given to me, which I assure you I fully appreciate and shall lovk 
furward to it at some future date. 


British Exhibitors’ Films. 
UMOURS were current 
R in the trade last week 
to the effect that 
British Exhibitors’ Fitnis, 
Ltd., was about to go into 
voluntary liquidation. These 
statements are now con- 
firmed by the announcement 
that a meeting of creditors 
will be held at the offices 


* A «TRAVELLER recently in Corsica, 


THE ENTERTAINMENT 
TAX. 


ESTIMATED YIELD IN 1922. 


wandering in the wildemiene of his home country in the 
West. The London trade will welcome him back; and he 
will soon take his old place with us. 


The New Corsican Brothers. 
where streets, 
buildings, and natural features are named after thie 
island’s great heroes, Napoleon and Christopher 
Columbus, says that serioys rivals are springing up to 
contest the pride of place so long held by these romantic 
personalities. The usurpers are—Douglas Fairbanks and 
Charlie Chaplin—'* Charlot,’” the Corsieans  eall him. 
What would the great Napoleon have thought had he been 
told at the height of his military successes that a century 
later an English ** buffoon’ (so he surely would have 
called him) would be eclipsing him on the roll of’ fume in 
his own birthplace? 


Ousting Columbus. 


HE case of Chrisvo- 
l pher Columbus — is 


fur worse. It is a 
variant of the story of the 
man who warmed the snake 
in his bosom and was bitten 
upon its resuscitation. The 
discoverer of America is 
likely to be ousted from nis 
pride of place by what Col- 


of Messrs. Nicholson, Bev- umbus would have des- 
croft and Co., 12, Wool cribed as a “a mere mum- 
Street, E.C., on Thursday The Chancellor of the Exchequer mer’’ from the land he 


next (August 3) at noon, 


Seasoning. said that the 
EASON) tickets for 
kinemas at reduced 


rates are becoming a 
popular feature in London, 
and at one picture house 
tickets allowing 26 visits in 
the Is. 3d. seats are sold for 
24s., asaving of 84d. on each 
visit. It would be interest- 
ine to know how the Enter- 
tuinments Tax is arranged 
in this case, as the’ reduc- 
tion brings the price of the scat into ihotiee grade of 
tuxation. 


Northam Back Again. 
UNNING across Arthur Northam a day or two ago 
R at 199, Piccadilly recalled many matters which 
have drawn us into close association during the 
twelve years of his connestion with the trade. There are 
few whose experiences have been wider and whose inti- 
mate knowledge of all branches is greater, for he enjoyed 
the confidence of the late Dr. Jupp in full. It was the 
Doctor who sent him on his first trip to America, when 
he brought baek Harold Shaw, who produced the epoch- 
making “* House of Temperley.”’ Since then he has made 
other American trips as well as Continental journeys. He 
has sat on all the trade associations, and gave evidense 
before the Commission of 1915. 


A Versatile Individual. 
ORTHAM. is also a versatile individual, for he can 
N write a readable article, is not amiss at a speech, 
is an organiser of ability, and a showman with a 
flair for getting into close touch with his patrons. He 
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Tax 


‘ 


in reply to a question in the House 
receipts 
Entertainments Tax from April 1st 
to July 15th were approximately 


The estimate of the yield of the 
in the current financial year 
was £9,300,000. 


had helped to civilisc. 1f 
Doug. has been seen in 
“The Three Musketeers ’ 
in Ajaccio one can under- 
stand the vendetta-loving 
Corsican taking the swash- 
lLuckling character to its 
heart of hearts. 


of the 


St. James's Picture House. 


T is interesting to note 
that ‘work has been 


commenced on this 
new picture house, which 
will ozeupy a site not far 
distant from Buckingham Palace. It is to be in every 
way a kinema de luxe, and will comfortably seat 906 
persons. H. Denton Hardwick, the managing director, 
expects to be able to announce the formal opening in 
November next. 


Relief for Exhibitors. 


HE scheme for providing temporary relief to hud- 
T hit exhibitors, as approved by the renters, imposes 
a condition that applicants must furnish a balance 
sheet showing the profits and loss for five years, and that 
the application must be approved by the local branch of 
the C.E.A. The matter came before the Bristol Branch 
at its last meeting, and objection was taken to this infor- 
mation, which was of a confidential nature; being disclosed 
hefore the full meeting. .The meeting agreed with this 
contention, and it was 
resolved that —applica- 
tions of this nature be 
dealt with im camera by 
the chairman and secre- 
tary of the branch. 
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THE PSYCHOLOGY OF EXPLOITATION: 


How the Essential Fact is best sought for, 
_ Garnered, and Presented. | 


NE of the most interesting things about words is the way 
in which, when they are used in different connections, 
they develop shades of meaning not in exact accord with 

an interpretation already accepted. For a time the word means 
one thing and one only; then used carelessly in a different con- 
nection, the secondary meaning gradually assumes a more 
prominent place until the original interpretation occupies a lower 
position, or even becomnes obsvlete. Such an instance is that 
of the verb prevent, ** to go before,” which originally suggesting 
going before, to lead, has come to mean going before, to obstruct 
or hinder. 


INTENSIVE CULTURE. 


A word which has become one of the stock expressions of the 
kinematograph trade is ‘‘ exploitation,” a ‘noun which, with 
many other words from the verb ‘‘ to exploit,’’ has become one 
of the chief counters in the verbal currency of showmanship.: To 
exploit now means to develop to the best of one’s power, to make 
a success of the thing exploited, to seize upon every point of 
interest or popularity in a given subject and by concentration 
upon it to make the most of it. In other words, it is to apply 
the process known to agriculturists as intensive culture to 
entertainment matters; to sce to it that the public mind is 
kept, as agriculturists again say, “in good heart,’ 60 that it 
may be in the right condition to receive the carefully chosen 
and attractively presented seed thought, which, lighting upon 
the prepared arca, may produce the result desired. 


GRASPING ESSENTIAL FACTS. 


In using the word in this sense the showman has perhaps un- 
consciously restored to the word its ancient meaning, from which 
during recent years it has been divorced. To exploit, in the 
language of the Socialist orator, means to treat unjustly for the 
purpose of gain, and suggests a base form of what men know as 
sweating. Harlier it meant something done; an act performed. 
By using it in its showman’ sense men are getting back its 
ancient Latin meaning, which was to unfold, to open out. But 
to know the origin of a word is not to be able to act upon its 
meaning, and this demands a habit of mind that is not always 
easy to acquire. There are some men with minds 30 acute 
through intuition or by upplication that an essential fact springs 
to the mind at once and its communieability to others becomes a 
matter of course. Such a habit of mind is not the gift of every- 
one, and, if absent, must be cultivated if the showman is to make 
the best of the thing he is handling. 


THE NEWS SENSE. 


A phrase used by Sir Marshall Hall, which made the text of a 
leader in the Fina RENTER a few weeks ago, sums up onc of the 
essentials of exploitation, viz., ‘* the common jury mind,” 
meaning the way in which a case may be presented to the 
intelligence of the average man go that his interest and sympathy 
may be elicited. But important as this presentation in un 
attractive form is, something more than this is needed if exploita- 
tion is to achieve outstanding success. Tt is what, in journalism, 
is called ‘* the news sense,"’ the knowledge or experience or both 
together which enables a man to select from a mass of seemingly 
unimportant matter something relative to an event oceupying 
the publie mind, or something upon which the public eympathy 
will fasten, When this important point or connection or associa- 
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tion has been discovered it must be made the most of. To this 


matter this article returns later. 


THE NECESSITY OF KEEN OBSERVATION. 

As hinted above, it is not everyone to whom this news sense is 
given. It is often said that So-and-So has a genius for exploita- 
tion, as though it were a gift impossible to acquire; as though 
exploiters, like poets, were born and not made. = One person 
Inay possess # natural aptitude in a particular direction, but it 
has to be remembered that in the words corrupted from Carlyle : 
‘Genius is an infinite capacity for taking pains,’’ or as he 
wrote it, ‘a transcendent capacity for taking trouble first of 
all.’ But to return to our news sense analogy. The journalist 
is not content, having found the jewel among the lumber, merely 
to give it a rub and leave it. He recuts it, and even they. does 
not leave it to attract by the chance angle of light falling upon 
it. He sces to it that the light falls upon it at the right angle 
by the use of an attractive headline, and thus focuses attention 
upon it. 


WHEN EXPLOITATION SHOULD BEGIN. 


The question remains, when should exploitation begin? An 
educationist was once asked when a child's education should 
begin. = *t Twenty years before it is born,”’ was the answer. In 
much the same way exploitation should begin long before the 
feature to be exploited is due to arrive. From the trade show or 
the review the showman should gather whether or not a picture 
is the picture for his patrons, and having decided that it is, 
might make notes of points of particular appeal, allowing his 
mind to play continually around the subject. Uneonsciously, or 
subcomsciously, events of Joeal or national importance will 
arrange themselves in his mind around the subject of his notes 
to be called into the conscious mind when the main subject 
becomes the object of his mental concentration. Exploitation 
must be made an important department of showmanship, not 
by haphazard, but by an ordered and careful method. 


KINEMA’S £10,000 LOSS. 


Meeting of Creditors. 


T a mecting of the creditors of Super Cinemas (Welling- 
A borough), Ltd., the liquidator submitted a statement of 

_ affairs showing a trading loss of £953 up to April 1, 
and since of £399. 

Ordinary creditors, including £700 loancd by the directors. 
claimed £1,681. preferential creditors £249, and the London 
City and Midland Bank had a mortgage on the property for 
£7,815. The main asset of the company was £17,481 for cost 
of property and equipment. The present-day valuation was 
£7,569, so that the claim of the bank would make a dividend 
of any kind for the creditors impossible, and the shareholders 
would lose their entire investment of £9.140. Apart from the 
less of capital, there appeared a loss affecting creditors to the 
mmount of £2.168. There seemed to be no prospect of affecting 
a sale that would be likely to provide anything for the ereditors, 
and the shareholders themselves must lose close upon £10,000. 
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CO-ORDINATION OF EFFORT IN THE FILM 
TRADE. 


Sir Charles Higham’s s ‘call for Unity. _The 
‘**Cleaning-Up” Process. 


IR CHARLES HIGHAM is known in the film world 
as a fearless and outspoken friend of the trade. 
He has done excellent work, both publicly und 
privately, in the advancement of‘the true interests of the 
industry, and he has never hesitated to condemn, in 
vigorous diction, its faults and = shorteomings. — Sir 
Charles has just returned from a visit to America, where 
he found the film trade to be the third most important 
of that country’s industries. | He also found there an 
earnest and honest endeavour to “‘ clean-up ’’ the pic- 
tures, and in furtherance of this policy he noticed the 
appointment of Will H. Hays us head of a new National 
Association of Producers and Distributors. Sir Charles 
Higham has no doubts as to the nature and difficulties 
of Will Hays’ new job. It is a colossal undertaking, 
und can only be made effective by the closest co-opera- 
tion of every man in America who honestly desires the 
betterment and uplifting of the industry. 


A Man For Great Britain. 


And Sir Charles Higham is of opinion that we require . 


a Will Hays in Great Britain. In other words, that we 
want a leader—a man! We do not altogether agree with 
the contention. Nor do we think that the kinema trade 
in this country would, for one moment, accept the sug- 
gestion. What is really required is unity under a com- 
posite and representative body appointed by the three 
main sections of the trade. Such a tribunal could 
affiliate, if desired, with the Trades Council, or it could 
function on its own without any tie-up. Some time since, 
a movement was set on foot to establish a kinematograph 
branch of the Trades Council. A joint committee was 
appointed, and is still sitting, but progress has. been slow. 
It would certainly be an excellent start in the directioa 
of unity if such a branch could be established. The in- 
dustry needs it very much more than it does an 
individual leader, who, dressed in brief authority, would 
at the best be but a feure-head. 


The Position in America. 

It should be borne in mind that the position in America, 
which Sir Charles Higham has just surveyed, is not 
nearly as clear or as well defined as the present situation 
in Great Britain. Here we have the three sections of the 
industry striving for a basis of unity for the general 
advancement. ‘There is indeed very little doubt in the 
minds of those who look ahead that these sections will 
soon come together, establish a representative tribunal, 
and ultimately secure Parliamentary authority for its 
status. In America, on the other hand, the appointment 
of Will H. Hays as head of the production and distribut- 
ing sections has not made for unity between the warring 
interests in that country. The producers are whole- 
heartedly with that appointment, but the distributors are 
not so enthusiastic. And the third and most potential 
section—the exhibitors— will have none of it. 


Exhibitors Stand Aloof. 
It is not quite clear whether the exhibitors. through 
their principal organisations, were consulted or not in 


Google 


the movement which resulted in Mr. Hays’ appointment. 
But it is clear that the theatre owners failed to see any 
manifest advantage to them in the new regime. They con- 
sidered that the “‘cleaning-up’’ process was entirely a 
matter for the manufacturers, and so they stood aloof. But 
the time came swiftly when the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America, an organisation which has a roll of 
12,000 kinemas, had to define its attitude, and this it did 
in no uncertain manner. 


Official Pronouncement. 


The official pronouncement is interesting, and although 
published some short time since, will bear repetition. It 
says: ‘' We have no connection as theatre owners with 
the manufacturers of the pictures, being separate and 
distinct from them, and controlling in every way our 
own division of the industry, and, therefore, were not 
concerned with Mr. Hays’ accession to the head of the 
producing or manufacturing branch. The president of 
our organisation receives no salary. If the advent of 
Mr. Hays or any other capable man into the manufac- 
turers’ division will correct some of the unsatisfactory 
business relations now prevailing, it will meet with the 
approval of every theatre owner and real friend of the 
industry. The owners of the motion picture theatres are 
separate and ‘distinct in their relation, have no affiliation 
with the manufacturer or producer of pictures, and, 
therefore, have in no sense been parties to the move 


under discussion. 


This rift in the lute may or may not impair the power 
and usefulness of the new leader, whose mission is the 
mobilisation of public opinion in America to the great and 
potential possibilities of the screen. In the national 
interests of the industry, however, it is much to be re- 
gretted that’ our American colleagues were unable to 
present a united front in this, their first serious attempt, 
ata’ clean-up.” 


Co-ordination of Effort. 


There need be no fear of the future of the industry in 
this country if the heads of the various sections will only 
come together and make sacrifices for the common good. 
Co-ordination of effort is at the moment one of our most 
urgent requirements. But it is not in the direction of a 
one-man dictatorship that we should turn. Nor have we 
any very serious ** cleaning-up "’ processes in front of us. 
Putting our house in order means simply that we are 
taking stock of our industry and ourselves, recognising 
that many things in the future will have to be done 
differently, and above all. facing the fact that until we 
have a healthy and strong Public Opinion standing solidly 
behind us, we shall not attain to any great measure of 
Success. The old triism—‘ No industry can be greater 
than the men guiding its destiny ’’ applies to us at the 
moment. We have faith in the men of our industry, and 
believe that with a united front, wise co-operation in 
mutual interests, and broad vision, they will carry it far 
in the realisation of its potential destiny. 
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CHARLES M. WOOLF: THE MAN 
WHO CONTROLS W. & F. 


An liwatration“of how Real Commercial Ability may be 
- Applied: to the Kinema Business. 


R. CHARLES M. WOOLF, managing -director of 

W. & F. Film Service, the subject of our cartoon 

this week, is a living instance of the possibilities 

inthe film trade that are open to sound commercial men. 
Mr. Woolf would tell any of our readers that he knew 
nothing whatever of the picture business until he was 
persuaded to invest money in it, and, like the majority 
of investors, he burned his fingers. Like a sound busincss 
man he promptly took up the reins of the business per- 
sonally, studied if, gave the whole of his spare time to 


it, lived it, until to-day we can safely state that he his 
made a success of the W.& BF. Film Service such as cas 
been attained by only a very few companies in the bust- 
ness. 

Mr. Woolf is the living embodiment of sound business 
sense, is farseeing, and ready to take a chance and to 
back his opinion. The W. & EF. Film Service will go a 
long way for the simple reason that it is controlled by 
a business man with the sound business experience tnd 
ideas which Mr. Weolf is bringing into the film business. 


AN S.0.S. ON BEHALF OF RALPH 


PRINGLE. 


Appeal for Funds for one of the Early 
Pioneers of the Trade in Sore 


Need of Help. 


N urgent call for immediate assistance is being sent 
out to the trade on behalf of one of its oldest 
members—Ralph Pringle—who is in sore need of 

help, having fallen a prey to that most painful and 
relentless disease, cancer, which has got such a firm 
hold on him that a fatal termination is bound ‘to oecur 
at no distant date. 


A Committee Formed. 

To help make his last days as comfortable as possible, 
and to provide for the family dependent upon him, a 
number of his friends called a meeting at the Artistes’ 
and Press Club, Bristol, last week,. at which it was 
decided to raise a fund for his benefit and to issue an 
appeal to the trade. The following gentlemen were 
appointed to deal with. the matter: Chairman, Coun. 
Horace Livermore; Treasurer, C. EK. Gigg; Secretary, F. 
PD. Sumpter; Committee, Messrs. FE. Harris, P. Condick, 
T. Channing, A. B. Atkinson, W. Jolins, W. R. Wadlow, 
W. Firth, J; K. Miller, A: Rogers, H.: Cooper, and J. 
Thomas. 


One of the Pioneers of the Trade. 


Ralph Pringle. was one of the pioneers of the industry, 


Google 


one of those who blazed the trail and xo made the way 
easier for others following after. A ¥ prince of good 
fellows, no one ever appealed to him in vain; he was 
always ready to help others, and to answer the call for 
wid from every good cuuse. Apart from what he did per- 
smmally for individuals he must, in his time, have raised 
many thousands of pounds for various charitable pur- 
poses. The committee issue this appeal to the trade 
confident that it will mect with a ready response. 


The Need is Urgent. 


Those who worked under the R.P, banner in past days 
—his old comrades— and those who have come into the 
business of late years, and knew him only by name, will, 
we are sure, all alike respond to.this appeal for one who 
has done so much for the industry, The need is urgent, 
and the old saving that he who gives quickly gives twice 
is particularly true in this ease. All donations, large or 
small, will be gratefully aceepted. 


Cheques, money orders, ete., should be made payable 
to the Ralph Pringle Distress Fund, and sent toe the 
Chairman, Coun. H. Livermore, Ralph Pringle Distress 
Fund, Artistes’ and Press Club, 84, Park Row, Bristol, 
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AIR WAVES. 


How Marconiphone Messages are Received and Transformed 
into an Attractive Feature for the Picture 
House Programme. 


T is a common saying that wonders will never cease. We 
live in a scientific age, and in the realms of science there 
is no standing still, Those of us who were privileged to 

attend a little gathering in the offices of the Walturdaw Company 
in Gerrard Street an evening or two ago, when the wonders of the 


Marconiphone were demonstrated, realised this fact. True, 
this is nothing startlingly new about ** broadeasting.’’ We have 


read all about it in the newspapers 
for months past; we have been 
told what this new system of 
wireless telephony is capable of 
accomplishing; we realised that if 
one half we were told about it 
were true, methods of communi- 
eation in the near future would 
be completely revolutionised. 


A Wireless Revolution. 

In America this revolution is 
already in course of progress. 
But in this country we are some- 
what slow to move; more careful 
to count the cost, and therefore, 
more likely to be ‘Sin ’’—in the 
real sense of the word—at the 
finish, The chief stumbling block 
in Great Britain so far has been 
the Postmaster General, who, 
realising the far-reaching conse- 
quences of the introduction of a 
system of ‘* broadcasting *’ 
extensive 


on an 
seen the 
necessity for moving with caution, 


scale, has 
and insists that this great inven- 
tion shall only be used under 
licence and the strictest control. 


Making Trade History. 

Things have gradually straight- 
ened themselves out, however, 
and .& move in the direction 
of popularising this new method 
of communication is likely to be witnessed in the near future. 
The Walturdaw Company, who are the sole ficensecs for tho 
Marconiphone in this country, so far as the entertainment 
business is concerned, are now arranging for a series of demon- 
strations of the wonders of wireless, with a view to the installa- 
tion of receiving sets in picture theatres and other places of 
amusement. The gathering last week, to which we have 
referred, was the first of these demonstrations, and as such 
is likely to prove of unusual interest in the future. Those 
present, without knowing it, were helping to make history in 
the Kinematograph trade. A company numbering about fifty, 
included Alderman Trounson (President of the C.E.A.) and 


many well-known, exhibitors from the Midlands and North, 
from! Wales, and from Scotland. 


‘* Listening in ’’ Explained. 

Withing diving too deeply into the ‘technicalities of the 
process of capturing and harnessing the wireless waves, and 
transmitting them into sound, it may be said for the information 
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ManrconrPHONE Mopet ve Luxe. 


of exhibitors interested in the entertainment possibilities of 
the Marconiphone, that the necessary apparatus occupies a 
surprisingly small amount of space. The photograph of the 
instrument which is reproduced on this page would comfortably 
fit into any ordinary-sized cupboard, The receiving instrument 
barely fills a space two feet by nine inches, and to this are 
attached the outside wires which ‘‘ catch *' the aerial waves 
as they are flashed from Marconi 
House. The amplifier in’ the 
room in which the company was 
assembled for the purpose of 
“listening in’ has all the appear- 
ance of a cabinet gramophone, 
and is so called because it ampli- 
fies or magnifies the 
received by means of a stentor- 
phone attachment. 


sounds 


The Marconiphone 

Demonstration. 

Making allowance for the fact 
that the room in which the demon- 
stration was given was far too 
small for the purpose, the results 
obtained were remarkable, and 
clearly indicate that, if not yet 
perfect, the invention has passed 
far beyond the experimental stage. 
In the course of half an hour we 
were treated to a program com- 
prising speeches, songs, instru- 
mental solos and a recitation by 
Bransby Williams. The speeches 
were somewhat blurred and indis- 
tinct, and decidedly nasal in tone. 
This must have been due to 
inexperience on the part of the 
speakers, for not a word or intona- 
tion was lost when the tfained 
clocutionist was reciting. Songs 
and instrumental solos also were 
almost perfect. But the magni- 
tude of sound when the stentorphone ‘let go”? was simply 
deafening in-a small room. In a full-sized theatre if, would 
probably have been quite alright. 


A Money-making Novelty. 

Here, then, is an invention of world-wide significance and a 
novelty which the average exhibitor simply cannot afford to 
neglect. Imagine the stimulus which the Marconiphone is 
likely to give to business in the average kinema. The announce- 
ment of a popular program of song and music, in addifion to 
the attraction of first-class pictures, will help to pack the theatre. 

Doubtless the Walturdaw Company will afford showmen many 
opportunities in the immediate future of testing this remarkable 
invention for themselves, in various parts of the country, but 
our advice to the ‘‘ live ’’ man is to make all the necessary 
inquiries now, and thus be in a position to benefit immediately 
‘* broadcasting ’’ commences, as it will do shortly, under the 
licence of the Postmaster General, 
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THE SO CALLED “CONCESSION” TO 
BRITISH PRODUCERS. 


‘“‘In my opinion it will prove to be a real one, 
and will meet all bona-fide cases.” 


By A. E. NEWBOULD, M.P. 


In last week's Fim RENTER we commented somewhat scathingly upon the so-called ‘‘ concession’? which 
the Government is supposed to have made to British producers by the inclusion of a certain Clause in the 
Finance Bill. This provides that any kinematograph negative film, if its production be organised by a British 
firm, and the principal artistes be of the same nationality, shall be exempt from the ordinary import duty. 


” 


We pointed out that this so-called ‘‘ concession’? was no concession at all, and we are still of the same 
opinion, for the reason that the proviso automatically rules out any British picture made on the Continent which 
happens—as most do nowadays— to include one or more foreign artistes in the cast. 


Our article has called forth a rejoinder from Mr, A. EK. Newbould, M.P., and whilst we jentirely disagree 
with his view that ** the concession will prove a real one, and will meet all bona fide cases,”’ we print his com- 
munication below.—Ep. F.R. 


DO not know who was the author of the article in the or otherwise, is due entirely to my action, and neither 
current issue of THe Finm Renter dealing with the before nor since have I received any communication from 
import duty on British films, but I shall be surprised {he K.M.A. in regard to it. In my opinion the concession 

if the ‘‘ apparent concession ’’ bears the narrow inter- ; = by 
pretation which the writer implies and without which the 
** concession ’? would in his opinion be a valuable one. 
In any case, it would not be fair to blame British manu- 
facturers for any possible failure of this ‘* apparent con- T hold no brief for the Chancellor of the Exchequer in 
cession "’ for so far as I know they have not, at any rate his treatment of the kinema industry, but in view of tne 
since 1919, taken any action in the matter whatsoever. suggestion contained in the article that this ‘* conces: 


will prove to be a real one and will mect all bona fide 
cases; actual experience will prove whether my conten- 
tion is right or wrong. 


; sion ’’ was in the nature of a sop to a disgruntled industry, 

A Real Concession. it is only fair to point out that it was promised before 

I raised the question on the second reading and com- the Chancellor met the deputation on the Entertainment 

mittee stages of the Finance Bill entirely on my own Tax and before the debates on that question took place 
initiative and responsibility. The result, be it valueless in the House. 


WITNESSING THEIR OWN vie ice ie the buteong, ris were the happy honey: 
WEDDING. . mooners, Lord and Lady Mountbatten, who had made the 


journey to Southampton to see the film version of their own 
wedding. 


Lord and Lady Mountbatten see their 


Marriage Film, Greatly Interested. 
OUTHAMPTON PICTURE HOUSE, Above Bar, had dis- In conversation with Mr. Boulby the happy couple expressed 
S tinguished visitors last week. Early in the day, the themselves as exceedingly pleased with the portrayal. They 
manager, Mr. Eric M. Boulby, had received a ‘‘ country stopped to see the exhibition of Princess Mary’s wedding 
call” inquiring ‘if the Mountbatten wedding pictures were presents, and also a comedy. Lady Mountbatten, who was 


Serge st : . », observed 
being screened to-day.’’ He replied in the affirmative, but apparently greatly interested in the wedding picture, obsery 


thought nothing more of the matter until he saw an elegant that it was quite a peculiar experience for a bride to sec herself 


tolls- Royce motor-car outside the theatre. Inquiries elicited | the married ! 
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THE OPTIMISM OF EMIL SHAUER. 


Head of Famous Lasky’s Foreign Department, 
on brief holiday, talks of immense 
future of the Industry. 


66 HAVE. seen the filin business grow from little things. 
We have had our bad times, and we have had our 
good; but I am an incurable optimist. I believe that 

the industry has a great future before it. Greater, indeed, than 

either you or J can realise.”’ 

Those were the words of Emil Shaucr, the head of the Foreign 
Department of Famous- 
Lasky, who is in this 
country on a brief holi- 
day, and he was discuss- 
ing with a representative 
of Tue Fitm Renter the 
possible future outlook cf 
the film business. 


An Autumn ‘‘ Boom ’’ 

Predicted. 

Mr. Shauer is a keen 
judge of a situation, and 
he weighs his words well 
before he speaks, © And 
even then he manages to 
extract almost as much 
information from the in- 
terviewer, by shrewd in- 
terpolation, as he himself 
imparts. As head of the 
foreign sales department 
of the greatest film dis- 
tributing organisation in 


object of taking a leaf from American showman's book in this 
respect. 


The Same Familiar Faces! 

‘Yes, Famous-Lasky has a big organisation, scattered over 
the globe, but one of the reasons why we all pull so well together, 
is that we like familiar 
faces around us. We 
dislike changes of per- 
sonnel. Take the Lon- 
don office, for instance. 
Under the guidance oi 
Mr. J. C. Graham it 
continues to prosper and 
expand and develop, and 
yet, since I was here 
two years ago, there has 
hardly been a change in 
the staff. The same 
familiar faces still greet 
me. That speaks for 
itself, doesn’t it?” 


‘Strictly speaking, I 
am on holiday, but. be- 
fore returning to the 
States I propose making 
a visit to the Paris and 
Berlin offices of the com- 
pany which Mr. Graham 
has opened, as I have 


the world, his outlook : ; not yet seen them. 
is : A very delightful evening was spent at Ciro’s Club on Wednesday of last week, when Ais ' 7 
must necessarily be Mr. J. © Graham, on behalf of the British Paramount organisation, gave a ‘dinner After that! Well 
2 ea . a 7 coe of welcome to Mr. E. E  Shauer, Director Foreign Department, Famous  Players- ” & A; 
wide, and his i Lasky Corporation, and Mr. John Hicks, jun., Managing Director, Famous Larky en led And Mr. Shauei 
vener + ondi- Service, Ltd., of Australia. The following gentlemen were present: E. E. Shauer, John smilec an enicmatic 
of gene al trade ¢ Hicks, jun., A. W. Kerly, (. F. Karuth, J. C. Graham, J. 8. Martin, M. Goldman, 9, gmat 
tions accurate and con- F. Martin, H. Ham, E. Ayres, J. Reynolds, C. Whitehead, C. J. Donada, H. Walker, smile, as much as to 
and C. Budden. 


clusive. Things have 
been bad in the film business during the past year, he admits. 
But they might have beer worse. They are on the mend. And 
they are going to be better—much better—very soon, 

When? In America they are already steadily improving. In 
the autumn they will have got back to almost normal. He puts 
the date of a revival in this country somewhere in the early 


autumn. And, then! We shall see what we shall see! Bigger 
and better pictures. Bigger and better business. 
The Importance of ‘‘ Presentation.’’ 

Mr. Shauer had few suggestions to offer the trade. They 


know their own business best. But he thought the showman in 
this country could, with advantage, study the art of picture 
presentation, and make a more concerted attempt to put his big 
films ‘‘ over.”’ In America the exhibitor knows to a tee how to 
handle a special proposition, and he sves to it that the last 
ounce of effect is extracted from it. This is all to.the good of 
the-business, it attracts the public, and satisfies the showman. 
At the Capitol, and other Broadway houses in New York they 
occasionally do wonderful things in the way of striking pre- 
sentation, and the British exhibitor who is really interested in 
the subject might do worse than make a trip over with: the 


Digitized by Go gle 


say he intended to make 
the most of a well-dressed, but all too brief, vocation from the 
cares and worries of his office. 


From ‘‘ Down Under.”’ 

Present during a part of the conversation recorded above was 
Mr. John W. Hicks, jun., the managing director of Famous- 
Lasky’s business in Australia, and from him one learned many 
things of interest about the present position of the show busi- 
down under.”’ 


oc 


ness Kinema building on an extensive seale is 
now in progress in the principal cities, and in Sydney a picture 
house is at the momet being erected which will eclipse anything 


either in New York or elsewhere for size and elaborateness of 


design. They are keen picture-goers, the Australians, says Mr. 
Hicks, and not only do the city showmen believe whole- 


heartedly in exploitation and presentation, but they have proved 
that many of their theories in this direction are thoroughly 
sound, In Sydney, the great Lasky film, ‘‘ The Sheik,’’ was play- 
ing in its twenty-second week atone theatre when he came away! 
He, too, is off to Paris in a day or two. Then a hurried look 
round for half a week, and after that aboard ship for the 
Antipodes. 
They move 


ve 


some "' do these visitors of ours.——-L.W. 
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GOLDWYN’S NEW POLICY—AND A 
GUARANTEE. 


Forthcoming Picture Program which includes “Ben 


Hur’ 


and “The Christian,’ and the 


Firm's General Policy. 


HE Goldwyn Company make an announcement this week 
; in reference to the uew studio policy intended to be 
pursued in regard to their 1922-1923) program. 
Incidentally the company gives a guarantee in regard to the 
pictures, on the production of which they are at present engaged, 
which will be of peculiar interest to exhibitors. Studio activity 
will, we are told, be confined entirely to the making of super- 
specials, the reason for this decision being that exhibitors have 
indicated their desire for this type of film instead of the usual 
program picture. 


Twenty Super-Productions. 


The company will concentrate’ upon the making of twenty 
super-productions, and when we have set out the details in 
regard to these subjects below we believe that readers of THE 
Firm Reser will be prepared to accept the company’s valuation 
that they are super-pictures and nothing less. So certain are 
those responsible for directing the company’s activities in regard 
to the films upon which they are ‘at present engaged, that they 
intend that each shall stand or fall on its merits. Exhibitors 
will not be compelled to take a medium picture in. order to get 
one of these supers, for we are assured that each will be equally 
big from the box-office point of view. They will be ** bigger 
and better pictures ’’ in every sense of the word, and magnets 
which will draw in the public, whether regarded from the point 
ot view of story, players, or producers. 


A £250,000 Story. 


Naturally, the and attraction in the 
Goldwyn program for. the coming year will be the film version 
of that phenomenally successful play, ‘* Ben Hur,’’ the picture 
rights of which have been secured by Goldwyn against all 
bidders from A. L. Erlanger for a sum approximating on a 
quarter of a million sterling. A fortune was spent to obtain 
the right to film this subject, and, according to our information, 
‘several other fortunes will be spent in making. it the most 
stupendous motion picture achievement in the history of films.”’ 
Work on the scenario is well under way, and the picture will 
be partly produced in California and partly in Italy and 
Palestine. Exhibitors will ecrtainly look forward with extra- 
ordinary interest to secing this film upon the sereen, 


great outstanding 


‘* The Christian.’ 


film which will considerable amount of 
interest is the film version of Hall Caine’s popular novel, ‘* The 
Christian,’’ for which, it will be remembered, the Goldwyn 
Company sent Maurice Tourneur to this country last spring 
with a number of leading artistes in order to make the essentially 
English scenes, which include the running of the Derby. 'The- 
production of this film is almost complete, and whilst we fully 
appreciate the immense opportunity which it offered the 
producer for great spectacular scenes, we can well believe that 


Another arouse a 


_when the completed play is submitted to the English trade it 


will be found that’ Goldwyn’s have given us not only avery 
fine version: of a story which: has appealed for 20 years to 
thousands. of people throughout the world, but is, in addition, 
one of the best productions they have submitted to the judg- 
ment of the critics. Accordine to plan the film should be 
available for trade showing in this country some time this side 
of Christinas. 


A Sound. Policy. 


Goldwyn's do not believe in the principle of blind booking. 
Two years ago they insisted that exhibitors could only obtain 
satistaction after a film had been trade shown, and to-day they 
not only. hold to that opinion, but are more insistent upon it 
than ever. Their studio policy has been clearly defined. They 
take every precaution, both in regard to story, artistes, and 
producers, that their pictures should be absolute  super- 
productions which reach the standard of excellence they them- 
selves have laid down, Should any film fail to meet with their 
approval on completion it would, in their words, immediately 
‘‘be put upon the shelf and forgotten.”’ 


In view of the magnitude and interest of the subjects named 
above, and the directors to whom their production has .been 
entrusted, such a fate is hardly likely to overtake any of the 
pictures included in the company's forthcoming program. 
Exhibitors will be in a position to judge for themselves of the 
quality of each individual picture at the trade show, and to 
decide strictly upon their merits whether they will book them 


or not. This is a thoroughly sound policy, and with such a list 
of super-attractions as are enumerated above the Goldwyn 


Company should meet its reward in largely increased bookings. 
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THe ‘* Maxn—Woman—Marrracer "? Protocur Stacep at Leeps Last WEEK. 


AN EFFECTIVE FILM PROLOGUE. 


How “Man—Woman—-Marriage’’ was 
presented to Leeds Showmen. 


66 AN—WOMAN—MARRIAGE,"’ the super-film offered The vampire endeavours to assist him by holding a wine glass 

M by Associated First National Pictures, Ltd., was, to his lips. He, however, goes to the bride. The thwarted 
under the direction of Mr. Perey Phillipson, sales  van:pire, in a fury of rage, dashes the glass to the floor and 

manager, and Mr. Harold Pontefract, publicity manager, disappears to the right of the stage with Evil. A clergyman 

successfully trade shown at the Majestic Picture House, Leeds, comes from behind a curtain; the man and the woman kneel, 

last week, on the same lines as it was presented in London. and in the slowly fading light he raises his hand in holy 

The theatre, which was beautifully decorated by artistically benediction. 

displayed flowers and plants, wag very full, over fifteen hundred : : : 

visitors being present, among whom were the Lord Mayor and A Fine Reception for the Film. 

Lady Mayoress of Leeds. In the vestibule was the giant lobby This prologue, perfectly acted and accompanied by special 

tableau, a series of unique posters designed for this subject music, was enthusiastically reecived, and left the minds of the 

and other publicity accessories for use in connection with the audience in a receptive state for the film, which then followed. 


exploitation of the film. The wonderful reception of the film was partly due to Mr. 
Fred Kitchen, who, with the aid of an orchestra of over twenty 
A New Prologue performers, conducted a most remarkable film accompaniment. 


A great deal of preparation and attention to detail was necessary 

A new prologue was arranged, as it was found that the stage for the successful presentation of the film, and many late 
could not accommodate a repetition of the London performance.  yehearsals were held. In this connection the thanks of 
Though of a less claborate nature, this version was equally Associated First National were due to Mr. Leonard Denhan: for 
successful, and far more accommodating for the exhibitor who — the use of the theatre, of which he is managing director. 
intends to run a_prologue with ‘* Man—Woman—Marriage.”’ : : 
Mr. Leon Pollock, accompanied by eight artistes, came from The Value of a Show of this Kind. 
London and, under the direction of Mr. Perey Phillipson, enacted The opinion among exhibitors upon the pulling power of the 
the scena. From complete darkness we suddenly see a tableau film was unanimous, and Associated First National were 
of three figures.’ On the right-hand side a young girl symbolic repeatedly asked if it would not be possible for the film to be 
of Purity, the centre figure the man, and on the left Evil, a presented at other theatres exactly as it had been on_ this 
sinister, hooded and shrouded figure, upon whom a green light occasion. Another proof of suecess was the unusual interest 
shines as he points to the right of the stage, where a re@ lime — taken in it by the local Press. Both the *t Yorkshire Evening 
reveals a girl of the vampire type holding a wine glass. She Vest *’ and the ‘‘ Yorkshire Evening News "’ the same evening 
ascends to the stage by means of steps at the right, and moves — printed long reports on the film, and other references appeared 
towards the man with languorous grace. The two embrace. in the dailies the following morning. 
Purity then advances and compels his interest in the opposite In spite of criticism from certain quarters as to the expense 
direction, where a white light flashes upon a girl dressed as of a show of this kind, there can be no dispute about its value, 
a bride, with three small train-bearers. The man’s attention is not only as a meang for obtaining publicity, but a practical 
taken from the vampire, and as he goes towards the bride he demonstration. of the very latest devices employed in modern 
seems undecided where to fix his interest. kinema showmanship. 
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SECRETS OF THE ZOO 


A New Series of Official Interest Films Promised 
Shortly—Expert Nature Photographers to 


Produce Slow 


HILDHOOD visits to the Zoo in Regent’s Park are among 
eS the cherished memories of most dwellers in the London 
area, and many a parent to-day is eager to renew those 
memories, and glad to find an excuse for taking his boy or girl 
there again. The interest in animal life which is manifested 
thus is often made the most of by producers of photo-plays, who 
are ever ready to introduce an animal interest. Thus it is with 
eager anticipation that one hears of the arrangements that have 
recently been made to prepare a series of films dealing in detail 
with life at the Zoo,.and consisting. of thirty one-reel films, 
twenty of which will be ready before Christmas. 


EXPERT NATURE PHOTOGRAPHERS. 


British Instructional Films, Ltd., in co-operation with the 
tegent Film Company, Ltd., have been appointed official 
kinematographers to the Zoological Society of London, and are 
empowered to handle exclusively not only the photography of the 
Gardens in the future, but the series taken there at various times 
during the last ten years by Mr. Martin F. Duncan, F.Z.S. Mr. 
Dunean, who is an expert nature photographer, will continue with 
the work he has initiated, and among those assisting him will be 
Messrs. Oliver G. Pike, H. M. Lomas, C. Head, Edgar P. Chance 
and C. W. R. Knight, all of them photographers with wide 
experience in nature photography. Mr. Edgar Chance will be 
remembered as the maker of that film of bird life which attracted 
so much attention, *‘ The Cuckoo’s Secret.’’ The films will all 
be about a thousand feet in length and will be distributed by the 
Regent Film Company. They will be issued in series of six, and 
it is probable that the third series will include a second cuckoo 
film inade by Me. Chance, taken with an ultra-rapid camera to 
emphasise detail. Other ultra-rapid pictures will include a snake 
striking at its prey, a chameleon darting at a fly, 
lions in the act of diving. 


and the sea- 


TESTING A SCIENTIFIC THEORY. 


An interesting experiment is shortly to be undertaken in this 
connection. To test a theory held by Mr. W., Pycraft, F.Z.S., 
of the British Museum of Natural History, that the flight of birds 
end the swimming of fish is, in respect of their motion, very 
similar, Mr. Oliver G. Pike, F.Z.S., left} London last week for 
Farne Island. where he will make film studics of sea-birds in 
flight. The theory arose, in the first place, as a result of study- 
ing certain movements made by the birds in ‘* The Cuckoo's 
Seeret.’" Owing to this, a special little film has been taken by 
the ultra-rapid camera, the effect of which is to ‘‘ slow down ” 
ihe movement on the screen to about a tenth of the normal rate. 
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Motion Films. 


The evidence in this is in support of Mr. Pyeraft’s theory, which 


is also held in connection with the flippers of the turtle Special 
photographs will be taken in the Zoo of that creature. Some 


wonderful under-water scenes have also been obtained to provide 
the piscatorial side of the argument also. Very great difficulty 
was experienced in getting permission to film on Farne Islan, 
a thing which has never been done before; but the Natural His- 
tory Museum authorities finally managed it. 


OFFICIAL APPROVAL. 

All the Zoo pictures ue be approved by Dr. F. Chalmers 
Mitchell, M.A., D.Se., LL.D., F.R.S., those appertaining to’ the 
oe Bidlogical Society aa be approved before issue by Dr. 
Kk. J. Allen, D.Se., F.R.S., and all the remainder—the work of 
Sad pigledars— will be edited and approved by W. P. 
Pyeraft, F.Z.8., of the Natural History Museum. The series 
will be put out under the title of ‘* Secrets of Nature,” and 
although each individual film will have its own title, ‘t Secrets 
of Nature "’ will be the title prominent throughout. 


NEWS FROM GAUMONT. 


5 Dae announcement made by Gaumont that it does not 
propose holding any fresh trade shows for the next few 

weeks, also carries an intimation that when new 
announcements are made they will be of more than ordinary 
interest. The suspension of trade shows will enable the booking 
department finally to clear up outstanding business on the many 
hig pictures shown since Christmas, and to give time for the 
preparation of the new provram. 

An announcement with respect to the productions of the 
International Artists Film Company is made this week to the 
effect. that this company's films are to be handled by the 
Gaumont Co., Ltd., who will present them, under the auspices 
of the British National Film League. The first of the Inter- 
national Artists Film Co.’s productions will be Lark’s Gate,” 
which Donald Crisp is now producing. 

The Gaumont Co., Ltd., announces this week that it has 
arranged a trade show of a selection of the new series of 
‘* Mermaid Two-reel Comedies,"’ to be held at the New Gallery 
Kinema on August 2 at 11 o'clock. The first release in the 
series, ‘* Poor Boy,"’ is fixed for February 8, and the succeeding 
pictures will be released at the rate of one every three weeks. 
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THE ART. OF SYNOPSIS. WRITING. 


Chat with Stoll’s Director of Publicity, who ~~ 
describes the system on which - 
he works. — 


: FEW days since we 
A dropped in upon 

Alec J. Braid, 
director of publicity for 
Stoll Film Co., Ltd., and 
found him hard at work 
** vrinding out copy." He 


explained that the 
‘stuff’ he was writing 
was not for THe Fit 


{ENTER; he was just at 
the conclusion of the sixth 
synopsis he had written 
in ‘a ‘month+-a_ kind ‘ot 
side-line to his other 
activities. 


“Yo vou find the work 
tedious? *’ we asked, and 
Were just a little sur- 
prisel to find that he 
regards it as the most 
interesting work he has 


to do. 


ALEC J. 


Brarp, 


Learning the Game. 


“Years ago, when I learned the game at Gaumont’s—I 
remember ‘it took me some time to grip the idea—the writing 
of synopsés was aavorry. In those days the trade had net 
become used to the idea ef the long synopsis 
the film up as briefly as possible. 
remember rightly, 


, ind we summed 
The weekly output was, if I 
But the ‘ Fantomas ° 
very much longer, and when I crossed the road to 
the Gauinont Filmi Hire Service the twe-thousand-word story 
became the 


between four and seven, 
stories were 


fashion. 


The Ideal Synopsis. 
‘What do ocvow vevard as the ideal synopsis?’ we. asked as 
a poser. 


* Thaf question,” 
ever since 


replicd Mr. Braid, ‘* I have been ponderiny 
1 took the work in hand, At Stoll’s we are careful 
to give a bricf outline of the plot as well as the story of about 
two thousand words. We find that the police in a few provincial 
the «story to read before the film is seréened. 


What the subject has to do°’with the police, when the Board of 


centres reqaire 


Film Censors havé granted a certificate, puzzles me. Obviously, 


however, if the police authorities require a‘ story ‘sit: is useless 
to give them a brief’ outline of the plote: Such a> length 


” 


neither include the action nor the development of the theme. 
‘* With fhese facts in mind, 
to be accurate in the story? ” 
‘“*T never trouble to write for the local censors. In writing 
the story I adhere to the plot as it is unfolded on the screen. 
If, as sometimes is the case, the film lacks an incident to carry 
the story over properly I never invent, A determination to stick 
to the story, without embellishment was an carly decision, If 


you, of course, have necessarily 


exhibitors book from synopses, and presumably they do, or we 
should not be publishing them, they would quickly lose faith in 
a firm that elaborated a story, and invented incidents which do 
not appear on the screen, merely to secure bookings, 


Synopsis Writing a Knack. 

‘knack,’ but T agree with you that it 
takes a great deal of practice to get the hang of the thing, and 
to write a couple of thousand words sometimes in a hurry. I 
remember one occasion, 


‘“ Synopsis writing is a 


a few months ago, when FE was writing 


against time, being interrupted over seventy times and, strange 


to sav, I regard that particular synopsis as one of ‘the ‘best I 
have written. ; 
** How many have T written? Over one hundred and thirty 


for Stoll’s—none. less than two thousand words—a number of 
shorter ones while T was at F.B.0O., approaching a handred long 


ones: for G.F.H.S., besides many dozens of short ones.” 


An Old Journalist. 

Hard work, and plenty of it, seems to agree with Alec Braid. 
Recently he has been growing rapidly younger, and he has cer- 
tainly never been in better form than he is just now. The 
seerct of his ability to turn out copy rapidly and continuously, 
and with apparently little effort, is that for years he led the life 
of a busy journalist in Fleet Street. 
of the ** Daily Graphic,’” and his early experience was gained on 
local newspapers in. various parts of the country. - His knack 
of handling publicity in bright and breezy fashion is shown in 
* Stoll'’s Editorial News,’’ the house organ of the Oxford Street 
firm, which is always readable and up-to-date. There is, too, a 
distinctive note, ahout his’ synopses, and wiilst all of them are 
good, that produced of ‘* 'The Agony of the a month or 
two ago may be regarded as his chef dwurre, and is a typical 
example of the high-class and artistie work of Norman-Wright, 
Ltd., who do so much work of this kind for the trade, 


He was for a time in charge 


Hagles.”’ 
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CParamount Gpiclures 


TRADE SHOWS 


LONDON | TUE | | “THE SPANISH JADE,” 


With David Powell 
KIWEMA | Aug | (Famous Players-Lasky British Producers, Ltd.) 


GLASGOW WED 9 | DOROTHY DALTON 

NEMA HOUSE, 

RENFIELD STREET, | Aug | “ THE CRIMSON CHALLENGE.” 
‘“THE SPANISH JADE,” with David Powell. 

LEEDS TUE (F.P.-L. British Producers, Ltd.); Also 

MAJESTIC CINEMA, A THOMAS MEIGHAN in ‘‘ THE BACHELOR 

AT 11 A.M. ug DADDY.” 


Sr ca ee les tect 
“THE SPANISH JADE,” with David Powell. 
(F.P.-L. British Producers, Ltd.); Also 


THOMAS MEIGHAN in ‘‘ THE BACHELOR 


ELECTRA CINEMA, Aug 


SHEFFIELD | weD 9 
ia 


en 


AT 10-45 A.M. DADDY. ” 
Saree 

MANCHESTER ne . | THOMAS a etGH aN 
CINEMA EXCHANGE, af Pe 
AT 11 A.M. THE BACHELOR DADDY. 
MANCHESTER = “THE SPANISH JADE," 
CINEMA EXCHANGE, A With David Powell. 
AT 12 noon. | ug (Famous Players-Lasky British Producers, Ltd.) 
CARDIFF FR} 4 | DOROTHY DALTON 

REET, in 
pour laaas Aug “THE CRIMSON CHALLENGE.” 


NEWCASTLE | FRI 4 | DOROTHY DALTON 
GRAINGER in 
ariaw™™ | Aug “THE CRIMSON CHALLENGE.” 


‘“THE SPANISH JADE,” with David Powell. 
LIVERPOOL | | FRI | (F.P.-L. British Producers, Ltd.); Also 
LIME STREET, A THOMAS MEIGHAN in ‘‘ THE BACHELOR 
AT 1 A.M . ug DADDY. ” ¥ 


““THE SPANISH JADE,” with David Powell. 
BIRMINGHAM | FRI 4 (F.P.-L. British Producers, Ltd.); Also 


SCALA THEATRE, | A THOMAS MEIGHAN in “ THE BACHELOR 

AT 11 A.M. ug | DADDY. ” 
NOTTINGHAM | TUE | | DOROTHY DALTON 
7 In 

awian | Aug | “ THE CRIMSON CHALLENGE." 
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Fadolph Zukor presents 
JOHN S.ROBERTSON 


PRODUCTION 


THE SPANISH JADE” 


DAVID POWELL 


Adapted by ! , co 
JOSEPHINE LOVETT | - 
from the play by 
LOUIS JOSEPH VANCE 


and the novel by 
MAURICE HEWLETT 


ft CParamount CPictu 
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DISTRIBUTED BY 
FAMOUS-LA/ICY FILM 
SERVICE LIMITED 
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AS SCREEN 


HERO. 


William Farnum as lead in Film Version of Dumas’ 
play “A Stage Romance.” 


A free adaptation of well-known play which provides first-class entertainment, 


fine production and excellent acting. 


Subject lends 


itself to effective exploitation and presentation. 


HAT Edmund Kean was one of the greatest actors of his 
day on the English stage, no one familiar with the 
history of the draina will seriously contest, but that he 

had much in common with the character as portrayed by 
William Farnum in the Fox version of ‘tA Stage Romance,” 
shown to the London tiade Inst week, is open to doubt. © The 
filrn, however, provides entertainment of first-class quality, and 


ScENE FROM THE FILM. 


of a kind that will appeal tothe majority of picture-goers. From 
that point of view, therefore, it is small matter for concern that 
the story, which is based on Dumas’ play, is inaccurate in many 
essential details. That, of course, is not so much the fault of 
the scenario writer as the dramatist, and the only surprising 
‘thing is that Alexander Dumas’ version should have been turned 
to account for the film, in view of Thackeray's scathing critieisin 
of its accuracy, which is still on record. 
4 


A POPULAR SUCCESS. 


That is neither here nor there, however. We have to judge , 


the film play as we see it, and there is no gainsaying the fact 
‘that, as done by Fox, ‘tA Stage Romance "’ has all the elements 
of a big public success, even if its palpable inaccuracies con- 
cerning Kean may offend the crities. William Farnum may not 
be in accord with our preconceived ideas of Edmund Kean'’s 
persgnality. But what matter, provided his playing of the réle 
‘be such that it convinces by its sincerity, and captures the fancy 
iby its virility? In the American actor's rendering of the part 


» Google 


there is plenty that will make strong appeal, and in his dramatic 
moments there are few artistes who would have given us a 
finer or more impressive reading of the part. The story is told 
in quite a straightforward way, and its many pathetic touches, 
Which, by the way, are adinirably contrived and introduced, will 
win unbounded approval from the popular parts of the house. 


FINE PRODUCTION AND ACTING. 


“A Stage Romance "’ may be said to have the same quality 
of first-class entertainment as do most of the Fox super-pictures. 
It is splendidly produced, and. for an American film has 
succeeded in conveying that peculiarly marked atmosphere 
which was a feature of the times. The characterisation, apart 
irom Kean, which may be regarded as Farnum’s own reading oi 
the part, is also admirable, and certain of the figures stand out 
as perfect studies of their kind. But the Prince Regent, as the 
producer shows him to us, belongs more nearly.to the realm of 
the stage than to life, for, with all his faults, and they were 
numerous enough in all conscience, the Prince was a gentleman. 
and not a mere poseur and snob. We are bound to mention 
these points, though, as we have already said, they do not in 
any way detract from the value of the film as entertainment, 
but merely when regarded from the point of view of historic 
accuracy. 


AN APOCRYPHAL STORY. 


For the rest, exhibitors who are familiar with the career of 
Kdmund Kean do not need to be told how much there is of 
dramatic and sentimental interest. in a record of his life, even 
if it be but partial in character. Many of the outsanding inci- 
dents have been welded into this apocryphal story with excellent 
effect. We have, for instance, an affair of the heart with the 
Countess Kolfeld, to whom the Prince has also paid marked 
attention, and we have Kean’s dramatic denunciation of the 
Regent irom the stage of Drury Lane, which ultimately leads to 
his arrest and undoing, and to account for which he feigns mad- 
ness. We are introduced to ‘‘ Old Bob,’ the clown, with -his 
family of cleven little ‘ steps,’? who is supposed, according to 
the story, to have first trained the actor; we have a great fight 
between Kean and a bullying pugilist, in which Farnum is seen 
absolutely at his best: and we have a great piece of acting by 
a great little actress in the part of Little Emily, the cripple 


child, for whose benefit the performance at Old Drury was 


organised, at which the public insult to the Prince was offered. 
Little Ruth Goodwin is as finished an artiste in her immature 
way as the great actor with whom she shares the lead, and she 
should go far with added vears and experience. 


Exhibitors who want a super-picture that is really worthy of 
top-line position in their program should book ‘‘A Stage 
Romance."’ It is a film which lends itself to exploitation, and, 
if appropriately presented, should do excellent business. 
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The 


IEWS of New York from the air open No. 30 of the Kineto 
Review, Riverside Park and Drive figuring prominently, 
Egyptian models and mummies follow, and afterwards 

the famous rite of kissing the Blarney Stone is shown, a pro- 
ceeding which few will seek to emulate owing to the awkward 
position which the osculatory process demands from the person 
kissing. Some beautiful views of the Killarney district close the 
Review, for which Associated First National is responsible. 


Associated First National Trade Shows. 

No trade shows are being held by Associated First National 
Pictures, Ltd., during the month of August, but in September 
they will start again by showing a new series of big pictures. 
This company feel that as so many exhibitors and members of 
the trade generally will be away during this month, it would be 
inconvenient. 


‘* Supported by ’’ Mary Pickford. 

A twelve-year-old picture, featuring King Baggot, ‘* supported 
by’? Mary Pickford, has a novel angle of interest to present-day 
picture-goers. ‘‘ Going Straight ’’ is an old Universal picture, 
with its scenes piquantly ‘‘ taken off ’’ by up-to-date titling, and 
will be presented as a curtain-raiser to ‘‘ The Storm ’”’ at the 
Alhambra on Tuesday, August 1 at 10-45 a.m. European Motion 
Picture Co. believe that this offering will greatly interest and 
entertain the audience. 


New Fox Features. 


On Monday and Tuesday next, July 31 and August 1, at 11 
a.m. and 2-45 p.m., Fox, it is announced, will present in their 
private theatre two further subjects of their 1922-23 season's 
star productions. These are entitled ‘‘ Without Fear,” in which 
Pearl White plays the star réle, and ‘' Arabian Love,’’ featuring 
the clever dramatic actor, John Gilbert, who gave such a notable 
performance in the Chinese spectacle, ‘‘ Shame.” 
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Ideal’s ‘‘ Jutland ’’ Picture Prize. 


It will be remembered that when the Ideal’s ‘* Battle of Jut- 
land ’’ picture was released, a prize of £25 was offered to the 
showman who made the best display in the presentation of the 
film. There were many competitors for this, und at least five of 
them were so good that the firm have found it difficult to choose 
between them. They have accordingly divided the prize 
between tie halls in question, viz., Empire Cinema, Waltham- 
stow; Colston Hall, Bristol, Park Hall Cinenia, Cardiff; Tredegar 
Hall, Newport; and Rialto, Hull. 


Suzanne. 


The film of Mle. Lenglen playing her great game, to which 
we referred in our last issue, has now been edited and sub-titled, 
and makes a most interesting thousand feet picture, It is to be 
released next month. Some scenes of the opposite end of the 
court showing Mlle. Lenglen’s opponent have been introduced, 
and these place the spectator in the position of realising what 
the opposite player has to contend with. Again, special mention 
must be made of the grace of the slow motion pictures from 
which much real benefit can be gained by any tennis player. 


‘““The Wilderness Tales.’’ 


Ideal’s Short Features—the Campbell Comedies, ete.—have 
been among the quickest bookers of recent years, thus proving 
the veering round of the public taste towards shorter-sized films. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that the firm are now adding to 
these delightful series; the latest to be included in them bearing 
the title, ‘‘ The Wilderness Tales.’’ These pictures, like the 
short features already shown, are the product of the Educational 
Films Corporation of America, and, like them, have drawu 
immense audiences all over the United States. They have beer 
the subject of a remarkable competition on the part of the 
largest theatres on Broadway, but were secured by the Capitol, 
the world’s largest kinema, which went to the expense of com- 
posing special musical scores to fit the films. ‘* The Wilder- 
ness Tales ’’ are modelled on new lines. The central idea is to 
take a simple vet forceful storv and set it amid unfamiliar scenes, 
some of them weirdly strange, others hauntingly beautiful. The 
effect is remarkable, and should make these dramas an 
attractive speciality in any program. Several of the stories, by 
the way, are based upon poems, one of these, ‘f And Women 
Must Weep,” being an adaptation of ‘‘ The Three Fishers "’ of 
Chas. Kingsley, and ‘t The Fisher’s Widow,”’ by Arthur Symons. 


Quick Work. 


Something of a record is being established by Guy Newall. 
His production of ‘‘ Fox Farm ’’ (a screen adaptation of War- 
wick Deeping’s novel), which was only completed last week, was 
shown to the trade and the Press yesterday morning, and is to 
be released for exhibition on Monday next. Surely this is the 
briefest interval there has ever been between the trade showing 
of a film and its presentation to the public in the kinema! A 
review of ‘‘ Fox Farm "’ will appear in our next issue. 
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NTERS ARE 


Activities at a Glance. 


oe 


North of ‘‘ Sixty.”’ 


** Tsobel,’? an August release, is based on James Oliver Cur- 
wood’s story, and depicts the land which he knows and can 
describe so well—the Great North-west. The scenes are real 
living scenes, and the eternal triangle is worked out on interest- 
ing lines, possessing romance, strength, and grip. House Peters 
and Jane Novak are starred in this interesting picture, in which 


are some beautifully-tinted sunset scenes, ** north of sixty.’’ 


‘* Was She Guilty?”’ 


Miss Gertrude McCoy plays the part of Ruth Herwood in the 
new Maurice H. Binger production, to be trade shown by 
Granger's in August. She is said to score yet another triumpna 


by her great emotional acting in ‘* Was She Guilty? "? Other 
well-known artistes who appear in the cast are Lewis 


Willoughby, Zoe Palmer, and William A, Freshman. 


Another Griffith Reissue. 


The stupendous success which has attended the public 
exhibition of D. W. Griffith’s ‘ Orphans of the Storm ’’ and 
‘* Intolerance ’? augurs well for all who book ‘ Birth of a 
Nation,’’ which is one of the most spectacular of all Griffith's 
productions. F.B.O, have ten new American prints of this 
subject, and bookings can be fixed for an early date. 


‘* A Fool There Was.”’ 


An important announcement from Fox Films states that ‘* A 
Fool There Was,”’ the sixth of their giant specials for 1922-23 
season, will be presented to the trade on Wednesday next, 
August 2, at the Alhambra, Leicester Square, at 11 a.m. The 
picture was produced under the direction of Emmett J. Flynn, 
who was responsible for the Fox success, ‘* A Yankee at the 
Court of King Arthur.” Settings include reproduction of the 
Grand Canal, Venice. 


‘* What Do Men Want? ”’ 


The report of the Registrar General just issued shows that 
6,180 divorces were obtained in this country in 1920, nearly 
double that of 1919, and three times the number of any previous 
vear. ‘* What Do Men Want? ”’ a film written and produced by 
a woman for women—and men, is based on the theme that men 
who marry women only for their physical attractions become 
inconstant, and that the only thing that can keep love alive is 
character, which, as the fires of elemental passion burn them- 
selves out, grows stronger, enduring to the end of life. It is no 
newly-discovered truth, but ‘‘ What Do Men Want? ’’ is an 
entirely new type of film story illustrating this truth, which in 
these days of married disillusionment is certain to be very 
freely discussed by both sexes. Lois Weber, author and pro- 
ducer, asks the question in a serious and poignant drama. The 
accuracy of her answer may be questioned. Her analysis of the 
virtues and vices of both sexes may be debated, but she has pro- 
pounded a problem of life that will make men and women think 
—and talk. 
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Butcher’s Next Racing Picture. 


Preparations are now being made for the trade show in 
August of the next Walter West production, ‘‘ Son of Kissing 
Cup.” The leading players are Violet Hopson and Stewart 
Rome, and the supporting cast includes Cameron Carr and 
Arthur Walcott. The training and racing scenes were taken at 
Epsom under ideal weather conditions, and the big scene of the 
Derby, on which twelve camera men were employed is one of the 
hig surprises of the film. It will be released the early part of 
next vear, 


Mack Sennet’s Latest Comedy. 


The Gordon-Dickson Film Co., who have just removed to 
more commodious premises at 16, Great Chapel Street, have, we 
understand, secured the London and Home County rights of the 
new Mack Sennet five-reel comedy, ‘t‘ Oh, Mabel, Behave! ’? The 
release date is fixed for September 11, and the comedy, which 
includes in its cast, Mack Sennet, Mabel Normand, Owen Moore, 
and Ford Sterling, should prove a box-office attraction. 


Paramount Picture of Spanish Life. 


To be trade shown by Famous-Lasky on Tuesday next 
(August 1) at the New Gallery Kinema, John S. Robertson’s new 
Paramount British production, ‘‘ The Spanish Jade,’’ is, as its 
name implies, a story of sunny Spain, and was actually filmed 
in that country. While presenting a stirring romance betweer 
a beautiful girl and a modern Don Quixote, who rescues her 
from a cruel alliance into which her stepfather endeavours to 
force her, at the same time the film affords a picturesque insight 
into the lives and customs of the Spaniards, and many beautiful 
pictures of their country. David Powell is the featured player, 
supported by Evelyn Brent, as leading lady, Mare MacDermott, 
Charles de Rochefort, Lionel d’Aragon, Frank Stanmore, Roy 
Byford, and Harry Ham. The picture was adapted from Maurice 
Hewletf’s well-known novel, ‘‘Spanish Jade.’’ 


ScENE From ‘‘ THE SPANISH JADE.”’ 


Original from 
NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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For SERIALS 


PATHE 
STANDS 
SUPREME. 


PATHE’S reputation as the 
premier house for first-class serials 
has been built up by years of con- 
sistent excellence in quality and 
service—the quality of Pathé serials 
is recognised to be of the highest 
character, containing all that ‘s 
necessary to keep the interest of 
the audience at fever heat through. 
out the entire run: our. servic? 
covers every aid to the exhikitor 
to enable him to exploit the serials 
to the best advantave. 


W. 8S. ROBINSON, Editor of 
‘‘Lloyd’s News,” strongly believes 
in serials of the right sort. ‘(1 
believe in the value of a good serial 
story as a newspaper seller. 

With the right sort of story for 


* your public you will not only add 


to sales but you may nearly double 
the number of your actual readers.” 


BR. POWER BERRY, of the ‘‘ News 
of the World,” writing about film 
serials, states that ‘‘ Serial stories 
are such a popular feature of the 
‘News of the World.’ and news- 
papers all over the world, that 
serials in the cinemas must be of 
absorbing interest to the picture 
‘fan.’ If the curtains are exciting 
and the serial not too long drawn 
out success should attend serials. 
It gives the picture-goer something 
to look forward to, week by week.” 


Are essential to Successful 
Programmes BUT they must be 
good. Here is one of Pathe’s 
best: 


“* HURRICANE HUTCH.” 


A strong story of reckless, fearless “ Daredevil”’ 

Hutch—the thrill-a-minute Stunt King—told in 

fifteen fascinating episodes that will make your - 

patrons sit up and gasp for breath with sheer 

amazement. Moreover none of the stunts 
are faked. 


Pathe Freres Cinema, Ltd. 


84, Wardour St., London, W.1., and Branches 
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A BEAUTIFUL DICKENS PICTURE. 


“ The Cricket on the Hearth,’ 


* Superbly-Acted Production, 


which Breathes the Spirit and Atmosphere 
of the Great Novelist. 


‘A real Dickens picture, excellently produced with all the sweetness 


and simplicity associated with this immortal story. 


HARLES DICKENS is not easy to adapt to the screen, It 
C is no mean task that the producer sets himself to try 
and portray to a critical world all the beautiful 
Dickensian characters, every one of whom are enshrined in the 
hearts of Dickens lovers all over the world. The W. and F. 
Film Service are, therefore, to be very heartily congratulated 


THE ChICKET ON THE HrarrTu.” 


SCENE FRoM *‘ 


upon their excellent production of ‘* The Cricket on the Hearth,’ 
which they presented to the trade last weck, for this excellently 
acted and beautifully produced French photoplay has caught all 
the sweet simplicity of this immortal story, and the consequene: 
is that one has unfolded on the screen a beautiful home story as 
has been familiar to Dickens readers all over the universe. 


A SIMPLE AND CHARMING LOVE STORY. 

French film producers have long been noted for their superb 
artistry, and ‘* The Cricket on the Hearth ’’ affords yet another 
delightful opportunity for them to show what they can do with 
what undoubtedly is a difficult task, that of portraying the home 
Vfe of Peerybingle and Caleb Plummer woven into a love story 
which, in its simplicity, has all the charm and artistry that 
Dickens is famous for. ; 


THE DICKENS ATMOSPHERE. 


They have succeeded to a remarkable extent in getting atmos- 
phere info the picture, and, aided by a splendid cast, ‘t The 
Cricket on the Hearth "’ screens a typical’ English picture which, 
with its old world settings and costumes, and Dickensian atmos- 
phere is a sheer delight to follow. The Charles Dickens story 
is familiar to everyone. It is essentially a story of home, and 
faithfully portrayed as the actors in this production have done, 
it will be very welcome to all Dickens lovers, whose numbers are 
legion. 


PICTURE WITH A UNIVERSAL APPEAL. 


The acting in this film is rather remarkable. Marcel Vibert as 
John Peerybingle, the carrier, and Sabine Landray as Dot, his 
wife, carry off chief honours. ‘Their performance is wonderfully 
accurate, and it is evident that a great deal of care and attention 
has been expended on the picture. The character of Tackleton, 
the toymaker, with the mind of a moneylender, with his harsh 
cynicism, is very well portrayed, whilst Caleb Plummer, the toy- 
maker, who is employed by Tackleton, is very finely acted. 

To sum up, ‘ rhe Cricket on the Hearth "’ is one of those quiet 
sweetly pretty pictures which it will be a pleasure for picture- 
voers to find im a program, and it should have a universal 
appeal. A point for exhibitors to remember in viewing this film 
is that a very large percentage of any audience is familiar with 
the story, and it is certain to find favour from the excellent 
manner in which it has been produced.—E.W.F. 


RECENT KINEMA DEALS. 


URING the past few weeks considerable business has been 
D done in the disposal of kinemas in various parts of the 
country, one London firm, it is said, having effected sales 

to the amount of £150,000. 

Among the properties sold are halls at Hammersmith, Ton- 
bridge, Brighton, Tottenham, Charlton (Staffs.), Beaconsfield, 
Tunstall (Staffs), and a site in a prominent position at Clapham 
Common upon which a super kinerma is to be erected. 
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ROUND THE MANCHESTER TRADE. 


THE WEEK’S ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTHERN CENTRE. 


European Co’s. Developments—< Kissing Cup ’’ Sequel—A Pearl Change—Milloy’s 
Biggest—Fox’s ‘‘ Carmen ’’—Walturdaw’s Wireless. 


HE main interest in’ Manehester at the moment, 
T particularly among the renters, is the new Piccadilly 
Picture House. I understand there is very keen 
competition to secure carly trade shows at this venue. Those 
fortunate to secure dates will undoubtedly have good attend- 
ances, as all Lancashire exhibitors will wish to visit the house 
and study its inetheds. One big advantage for trade shows is 
the fine organ, it being the only one in the first-run city houses. 
Such scenes as storms, church settings, and certain styles of 
pathetic acting can only adequately be illustrated by great organ 
music. Renters will reap much benefit from this, and a short 
recital while viewers are assembling would be possible. 


European Co.’s Developments. 


It is almost certain that during the next few days this 
company will secure the lease of premises which will be worthy 
of the firm and large enough for its big output. The forth. 
coming trade show of ** The Storm"? is to be one of the most 
elaborate ever done in Manchester. It will be at the Piccadilly. 
The Century Comedies, Mr. Preston tells 
exceptionally good, and are mecting with a big welcome. 


hew me, are 


‘* Kissing Cup ”’ Sequel. 

The Progress Co. will shortly be putting out ‘t Son of Kissing 
Cup,”’ which will undoubted)y be as warmly welcomed as was 
the parent pieture. The producer is again Walter West, and 
the stars the popular favourites, Violet Hopson and Stewart 


Rome, assisted by Cameron Carr and Arthur Walcott. The 
preducer and players are adepts at this style of work. The 


film ‘is in the British Naticnal Program. Keble Howard's 
‘* Mises Charity "ois being done with Margery Meadows and 
Dick Week. The Progress Producing Company have issuzd a 
Looklet describing and illustrating their studios at Shoreham. 
It is an excellent little piece of publicity. 


Pearl Change Travetter. 


Mr. L. Harris, Pearl Film Co.’s Lancashire manager, tells 
me that Mr. Troughton terminates his engagement as repre- 
sentative for this firm this week. Mr. J. Clynes will act for 
the concern in the Liverpool area from July 81 ouwards. Mr. 
Clynes needs no introduction to West Lancashire exhibitors. 
The Pearl Co.'s recent output has been exceptionally well 
received, 


Milloy’s Biggest. 

After handling a film like ‘t Carnival,’’ it is a big thing to 
claim that a better attraction is to be offered. Yet Mr. Milloy 
assures me that in ‘* What Do Men Want?” he has the finest 
proposition he has yet offered exhibitors. Certainly if the film 
proves to be worthy of so strong a title it will be doubly 
welcomed in these days of indifferent business. It is to be 
screened by him at Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, and Sheffield 
next week. 

Millov's output of late has heen extensive and particularly 
attractive, and a splendid achievement for an independent 
house. However, this renter does not believe in resting on his 
cars, and is moving on to higger things yet. It should be 
remembered that this concern handles all types of accessories, 


Google 


beth mechanical and vlectrical, and also runs an advertising 
scheme for screens and curtains. Truly a most progressive 
house, 


Little Attractions. 


The Vivid Film Company have two very useful little films in 
The Tourist Trophy Races,’ recently run in the Isle of Man, 
and ‘* The Anthrax Peril.’’ The former is about 900 feet, and is 
far more than a topical, There are many tense moments in 
it, while the scenery is, of course, quite picturesque. The 
Anthrax film ig full of interest and quite good mtertainment. 


Fox’s ‘‘ Carmen.”’ 


This film has been awaited with much eagerness by Mr. Dawes 
and his staff. They anticipate that it will turn out to be one 
ef the best films they have yet offered to their many friends in 
this territory. It will be shown at the Futurist on Thursday 
next at Tl asm. 0 Carmen’ is one of the most human etories 
in opera, and also gives scope for the georgeous settings for which 
Fox is famous. A Lupino Lane comedy,‘ The Reporter,” will 
also be screened, 

The popular Fox star, William) Russell, has just completed: a 
new picture entitled © The Self-Made Man,’’ based on a power- 
ful story by George Horace Lorimer, Editor of the *‘ Saturday 
Evening Post."’ The pretty and talented actress, Rene Adorev, 
is supporting the star as lending lady. Russell's next Fox 
production will be adapted) from a well-known novel, details 
concerning which will be announced in the near future. 

“Th Winter Comes,’” from A. S. MM. Hutehinson’s novel, ‘is 
well in hand. Fox intends this to be a real masterpiece. 


Walturdaw’s Wireless. 


I had the pleasure of an interesting chat with Mr. H.C. 
Head-Jenner, this company’s wireless expert, who is up North 
on Marconiphone business. He tells me many contracts have 
already been fixed up. The broadcasting arrangements are to 
be run in a_ series of twenty-minute spelle, carried on 
continuously. ‘This enables an exhibitor to pick up a complete 
program at his own convenience, 

Mr. Jenner wishes me to impress upon exhibitors the fact 
that it is essential that a set should be adapted to local condi- 
tions in relation to noise, adjacent conductors, atmosphere, and 
so on if efficiency is to be obtained. It is not enough merely to 
fix up a set and carry on, it must be carried out by experts 
along the above lines. 


Briefs. 


The Vivid Film Co. have received a further testimonial to the 
erent success of their 5-reel Eddie Lyons and Lee Moran comedy, 
‘* Tia, La, Lucille! ’° from the Grosvenor, Oldham, and also 
regarding ‘‘ Once a Plumber,”’ with the same stars, from the 
Gaiety, Manchester. 

Wee Macgregor, featuring Betty Balfour, is to be shown ut 
the new Piccadilly house by Messrs. Weisker on Tuesday next. 
This is the first trade show at this house. 


Provincial Productions have a big thing coming. It is 
t—} c=] 


** Blindfolded,’’ only recently passed by the Censor. 
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THE TRADE IN LIVERPOOL. 


(By our own Correspondent.) 


Ideal’s Attractive Offerings—Renter Turns Exhibitor—The New Victory Manager 
—The Lasky’s Visitors—Garston Empire’s New Head— 
Efficient Transit Case. 


USY as ever was Mr. F. W. Ingram, Ideal’s Liverpool 
B manager, when I called upon him the other day at the 
Jocal headquarters of the firm in Tarleton Street. He 
informed me that he had arranged three trade shows, which 
will be held respectively on August 21 and 28, and September 4. 
The titles of the films to be screened will be announced shortly. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Ingram informs me that the Ideal ‘* Campbell 
Comedies ”’ are finding what can only be regarded as a splendid 
market throughout the territory operated from Liverpool. The 
Ideal two-reel novelties, dramas, and short subjects generally 
are also finding many customers in all parts of the district, and 
when released, as they will be during the coming winter, will 
doubtless prove to have been a wise booking on the part of 
exhibitors who have already negotiated the hire of these films. 


Renter Turns Exhibitor. 

Mr. W. E. Dennison has succeeded the veteran Mr. F. G. 
Kent as manager of the Derby Kinema in Scotland Road, one 
of the many enterprises with which the name of that go-ahead 
gentleman, Councillor Edwin Haigh, is prominently associated. 
Mr. Dennison is one of the best known members of the filin 
business in Liverpool. He was formerly associated ag a 
partner in the film renting business carried on by Monkhouse 
and Dennison in Liverpool, but has now transferred his activities 
to the exhibiting side of the industry, where, I have no hesita- 
tion in asserting, he is certain to ‘‘ make good."’ Certainly Mr. 
Dennison is one of the most versatile, as he is also one of the 
oldest, as far as experience is concerned, members of the trade 
in this part of the country. In fact, the names ‘* Monkhouse 
and Dennison ’’ are household words hereabouts. Mr. F. L. 
Monkhouse is the proprietor of the flourishing Premier Picture 
House in Smithdown Road. 


The New Victory Manager. 


By the way, mention of the Premier reminds me that the 
managerial position recently vacated after long and faithful 
service by Mr. Austin Durrans (now manager of the Victory in 
Walton Road) has been vested in Mr. Edwards, who, despite 
the short time he has been performing his new duties, has 
proved himself possessed of all the qualifications necessary to 
successful management of such a venture. 


Lasky’s Leading Lights. 
When Mr. FE. E. Shauer and Mr. J. W. Hicks, outstanding 


lights in the personnel of the widespread Famous-Lasky 
organi-ation, arrived with Mrs. Shauer and Mrs. Hicks at 


Liverpool last week by the Cunard liner, Laconia, they were 
greeted on board by Mr. H. D. Nisbet (Lancashire manager for 
the firm) and Mr. Denton. After some general conversation 
the party entrained at the Riverside Railway Station for London. 
There Mr. Shauer will be engaged for some time in connection 
with the firm’s business, and will return to New York, as at 
present arranged, Mr. and Mrs. Hicks will 
shortly set sail for Australia, where Mr. Hicks so assiduously 
devotes his attention to the interests of the Famous-Lasky 
Corporation. 


in September. 


Garston Empire’s New Head. 


There came into operation last Monday a change of manage- 
ment at the Empire, Garston, that populous suburb to the south 
of Liverpool. Captain N. Johnson has left the Empire, and has 
been succeeded by Mr. Bert Smith, who has severed his con- 
nection with the Planet Film Renting Company, Cases Street, 
Liverpool, to undertake duty at Garston in the capacity named. 
At the same time, Bert is no neweomer to the exhibiting side 
of the kinema business. He wes formerly manager of the 
Claughton Picturedrome, across in Birkenhead, and also for a 
time discharged the managerial duties at the College Picture 
House, Manchester. He also saw service in the Forces during 
the war, and it was upon being demobilised that he allied him- 
self with the renting aspect of the industry. It is interesting 
to note that Bert is the son of ‘* Our Ted Smith,’’ who is easily 
one of the most familiar, as he is also one of the most popular, 
figures in the film and theatrical life of the Merseyside. To 
those whose memory gocs far enough back, ‘‘ Ted's ’’ name will 
always be associated with the old Parthenon Music Hall (now 
a café) in Gt. Charlotte Street, Liverpool—an establishment, 
incidentally, where Sir Oswald Stoll at one time performed more 
less humble duties—and later of Messrs. Hardwicke and 
Smith, now the popular General Film Renting Co., with which 
he is still connected. 


or 


Efficient Transit Case. 


“The Depth of the Furrow ’’ was the title of the film of 
which F. P. Maynes had a trade show, on behalf of Walturdaw’s, 
at the Futurist Picture House last Friday. The film comprises 
five reels of heavy drama, and by the exhibitors present was 
voted ‘‘A really good show."’ TI hardly ever call at Walturdaw’s 
up-to-date establishment in Dale Street but Godfrey Earnshaw, 
the manager of their Sales Department, has some new novelty 
to shew me in the way of picturedrome accessories. 
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IN THE MIDLANDS. 


(By our Birmingham Correspondent.) 


Trade Tributes to Retiring Official_No Delay in Building—Eyestrain—All in Order—Stil! 
Progressing—A Resignation—Reissuing a Griffith Masterpiece—Vitagraph’s Latest. 


HE Birmingham Justices bade an official good-bye to Mr. 
| F. W. Rinder, their architect and surveyor, at. the 
Licensing Sessions a week ago, when they placed on 
record their appreciation of the services rendered by him during 
the past forty years. Ina letter, Mr. Gerald Beerly, for many 
years chairman of the Licensing Justices, expressed his thanks 
to Mr. Rinder for the loyal support and help he always rendered, 
and pointed out that the fact that the regulattons poverning 
places of entertainment were to-day functicuing so smoothly and 
so well was largely due to Mr. Rinder’s tact and firmness, His 
knowledge of the work was unique, and his devotion to his 
duties was remarkable. 


C.E.A. Praise. 


On behalf of the trade Mr. Bertram Silverton (solicitor to the 
C.E.A.) associated himself with the good wishes expressed by 
the magistrates. He bore test mony to the never-fuiling kind- 
ness, courtesy, and attention which Mr. Riuder had given every 
applicant for a licence. Sometimes exhibitors had been inclined 
to regard Mr. Rinder’s requests as somewhat harsh, but when 
they thought the matter over they had always been able to settle 
amicably the question when it had been found impossible to carry 
cut the whole of his requirements, 


No Delay in Building. 


The Justices declined the application of the promcters of the 
new picture house at Hall Green for further time within whieh 
to commence building. © The scheme was originally approved 
subject to a start being made within four months, but in May an 
extension of two months was secured. Last week a further 
six months’ grace was sought, as it was not yet an economi: 
proposition to build at present prices. The chairman (Mr. G. A. 
Bryson), however, pointed out that building costs had fallen, anid 
the Justices felt that the werk should be proceeded with at 
once. The whole question of eost ought to have been gone into 
before the initial application was made, He suggested that a 
new application should be made when the promoters were ready 
to build. A similar application in regard to the new North- 
field kinema, in which Mr. A. A. James (West Bromwich) is 
interested, was also turned down, 


Eye-strain—All in Order. 

The Justices being satisfied that their eye-strain requirements 
had heen carried out at the Imperial Playhouse, High Street, th- 
licence was renewed. It will be recalled that the late manager, 
Mr. Harry Bruce, for a time questioned the right of the 
Justices to enforce the regulations, but in May last withdrew 
from the fight. 


Stil Progressing. 

Friends of Mr. Manrice Mitchell, of Mitchell's Exclusives, will 
weleome the news that his health is steadily improving. His 
recent operation for appendicitis has proved successful, and he is 
now sojourning on the South Fast coast. 


A Resignation. 
Well known in the Midlands, Mr. Frank Leedam has jus: 
resigned his position as Midland manager fer the Allied Artists 


Google 


Corporation, and last week-end left Birmingham to recuperate 
He was Mr. Paul Seligman‘s successor, and, 
prior to that had charge of the Midland territory for Wardour 
Films and for Jury's. He is succeeded by Mr. T. Carr, of Carr's 
Films. 


at the seaside. 


Reissuing a Griffith Masterpiece. 


Mr. J. I. Norfolk, of F.B.O., has good news for Midland 
exhibitors. His firm are reissuing the D. W. Griffith super-pro- 
duction, ‘* The Birth of a Nation,” and he is already securing 
contracts from Midland exhibitors. On Ausust 6 at the Scala 
Theatre, Birmingham, he will screen to the trade **-Romance of 
the Rosary,’? which he believes will prove the best. film in 
F.B.O2s program. His current offerings include ‘tA Parisian 
seandal “and ‘t Dr, Jim.” 


Vitagraph’s Latest. 


So successful are the Larry Semon comedies proving in this 
territory that Vitagraph have decided to reissue ui series of (20 
of his early productions. Mr. H. A. Cutting states that book- 
ings of those are coming to hand freely, and that the first will 
be available in OctoLer next. His latest offering is ‘* A Virgin’: 
Sacrifice, a Corinne Griffith feature. He hopes to announee 
full particulars in the course of a week or two in regard to 
another strong feature, “* My Wild Trish Rose.” 


Briefs of Interest. 


Mr. F. Hewitsou is taking advantaze of the slump to redecorate 
the Majestic Theatre. Bearwood, Smethwick. 

That delightful) Eastern story, ‘‘ The Arabian Nights,"" was 
trade shown bs Mr. Hutchin (Walturdaw) on Sunday last. 
Another current offering is a romantic feature entitled ‘* The 
Depth of the Furrow.”’ 

Mr. Claude Solomon believes that Stoll's picture of Mdlle. 
Suzanne Lenglen will prove a good box-office proposition in the 
Midlands. 


Monte Carlo—Magnet of Millions. 


Palatial terraces above a sunlit sea— 

Crowded with costly clothes 
Covering the set above the ultra smart— 

Alimony spenders— 
Swayeering swelle— 

Officers gentlemen 
Sublime snobbery— 

* Folks from home" 
Prineesses— 
Counts-— 
Sat@us—jewels—- 

furs — 
Motors: yachts - 
The price? 
Who cares? 


Watch for ‘*FOOLISH WIVES.” 


July 29, 1922. 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 29 


TRADE IN THE YORKSHIRE TERRITORY. 


(By our Leeds Correspondent.) 


A Day in the Dales—J. F. Tidswell’ 


-Top Topical—Another Kinema for 


Huddersfield—_Exhibitors’ Grievance—Bradford’s Latest Kinema. 


HE party of nearly 80 members of the Leeds and Bradford 
kinematograph trade who, the other Sunday, took a 
“chara “* trip up the Dales to Aysgarth, where, as has 

been done in previous years, they joined a party of Middlesbro’ 
traders and their ladies, had a great day’s outing in spite of a 
start in the morning in the rain. The weather, as it happened, 
cleared up, and after Harrogate on the outward journey all 
Was ‘merry and bright "—the weather included. 


“* Shush! ”’ 


What is this amusing story I hear of two Leeds film travellers 
taking with them on a holiday in Paris a stock of their favourite 
brand of cigarettes. This on the recommendation of another 
film traveller friend. A post card received in Leeds last week 
advised the friend that the customs dues on the ‘ fags ”’ 
amounted to £2 ‘‘ umpteen’’! ‘ Shush! ’’ Not another word! 


Mr. J. F. Tidswell’s Latest. 

Mr. J. F. Tidswell, who already has a controlling interest in 
well into the teens of kinema theatres in Yorkshire, has been 
appointed managing director of the new Coliseum Picture 
House, Café, and Ballroom in Alexandra Street, Bridlington— 
an ideal super-kinema de luxe fcr a seaside town. 


Whincup’s Tip-Top Topical. 

Mr. H. A. Whincup took an active part in the organisation 
and arrangement of Children’s Day in Leeds the other week-end, 
and his car, decorated with balloons for the kiddies and pictures 
{together with a quite good impersonation by his son, Claude) 
of Harold Lloyd in ‘* Grandma’s Boy,’’ was quite a feature of 
the procession, of which Mr. Whincup produced a real tip-top 
topical which has had a great vogue in Leeds und surrounding 
districts. 


Harold Lloyd Again! 


Mention of Harold Lloyd reminds me, by the way, that, 
following hard on the heels of that screamingly funny comedy 
success, ‘‘ Grandma’s Boy,’’ Mr. Whincup will shortly trade 
show vet another Lloyd comedy of the same calibre. Mean- 


time, however, his next big attraction is ‘t‘ The Cricket on the 
Hearth,’ for trade show at the Exchange next Wednesday. 


Grattan Milloy and Yorkshire. 
Grattan Milloy, of Manchester, is opening out in Yorkshire 
and some ‘' big stuff’? is promised. Mr. A. C. J. Wainwright, 
. whose name, familiar enough in Manchester, is not unknown 
in Yorkshire, he having previously worked this territory, is in 


Leeds, and has already trade shown ‘* Cast Not the Stone,’’ a 
piquant story of a girl’s misfortune. This is to be followed up 
with a trade view next Tuesday of ‘* What Do Men Want? ”’ 
for which Fred Kitchen’s orchestra has been engaged. There 
are other big attractions. ‘* G.M.’’ is worth watching. 


Mr. B. Dade’s New Office. 


Mr. B. Dade, the Yorkshire representative of the HLuropean 
Motion Picture Co., Ltd., whose Universal productions—' The 
Leather Pushers ’ and ‘‘ Human Hearts ’’—have been eagerly 
snapped up, has now secured a temporary office at 26a, Queen’s 
Arcade Balcony, Leeds (just outside the Kinema Exchange), 
and he is now arranging a trade show of ‘‘ The Storm,’’ a big 
picture of wonderful thrills that, I am told, will hold any 
audience from start to finish. 


Exhibitors’ Grievance. 

The Scala Kinema’s proprietors, along with other rate-paying 
entertainment caterers, are very rightly and justly concerned 
at the Entertainments Committee of the Town Council allowing 
pierrots to give evening performances on the sands without 
paying their due share of rent and rates. When one remembers 
the big figures Will Catlin used to pay for his pierrot stands 
in the old days, the action of the Town Council certainly calls 
for some explanation. 


Bradford’s Latest Kinema. 


Yet another kinema was opened in Bradford last Saturday 
by the Lord Mayor (Mr. Thomas Blythe). The Park Road 
Kinema, Park Road (off Manchester Road), is a commodious 
and tastefully decorated building, completely modern in 
structure and excellently furnished, with seating accommodation 
for 900 people. The company, of which Mr. Ernest~Daweson, 
a well-known Bradford architect, is managing director, 
formed on February 7, and the building was completed on 
June 28, 


was 


Best Things from the Renters. 


‘‘Tennis and How to Play It,’’ featuring Suzanne Lenglen, 
from Stoll’s, is being eagerly snapped up, for never was tennis 
in Yorkshire more popular than it is to-day. 

A series of 12 ‘‘ Tense Moments from Opera’ films from 
Gaumont is well timed as far as Yorkshire is concerned. Was 
it not at Bradford and Leeds the British Opera Company 
launched its career? ° 

Betty Balfour in ‘‘ Wee Macgreegor’s Sweetheart,’\ a Welsh- 
Pearson production from New Century, is as charming as ever. 
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For 1922- ee GOLDW YN 


will make on 
all bigc _ 


MARSHALL NEILAN 
will make all his pictures for Goldwyn, 
with powerful stories and on a scale sur- 
passing his best previous effort. 


ALLEN HOLUBAR 
is now filming the £2,500 prize winning 
story, “Broken Chains,” his first work 
for Goldwyn. 


R. A. WALSH 
has begun production on “Captain 
Blackbird,” this first big picture, at the 
Culver City Studios. 


Es of these twenty pictures 
is being produced as carefully 
as though it were intended to be 
the one big picture of the in- 
dustry. No expense is spared in 
making it. 


Goldwyn will not include in this 
Twenty any picture that is not a 
powerfully strong special. These 
will be BIG pictures—remember 
that! 


Because we will not produce a single ordi- 
nary picture you will not be obliged to sign 
up for a great many films that are not 
strong in order to get the big one you 
really want. 


You will see each picture before you are 
asked to book it. 


GOLDWYN 


announces the purchase of the 
Greatest Motion Picture Property in 
the history of the screen. 


BEN HUR 


(Purchased from A. L. Erlanger for close 
to £225,000) 


We will make “Ben Hur” the most 
colossal motion picture of all time. 


YIO pictures 


RUPERT HUGHES 
will personally direct his fiction master- 
pieces, all of which have now been made 
available for Goldwyn. 


MAURICE 1TOURNEUR 
is now engaged on the interior scenes of 
“The Christian,” his first production for 
Goldwyn. 


E. MASON HOPPER 
who has completed a wonderful picturiza- 
tion of Anzia Yezierska's “Hun ery 
Hearts,” soon will start on another heart 
interest story. 


aemcnner! 20 Pictures -All Big Ones ! 
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““A Son of the Gods” 


An incredibly stupid and crude German photo-play. / 
ridicutous story which is a mass of absurdities 
from start to finish. 


66 SON of the Gods? which Orient Fils Ltd. screened 
A to the trade on Wednesday is one of the most absurd 
_ and stupid film productions that it has ever been our 
lot to witness. Obviously produced in Germany, this photoplay 
is so banal that one can only wonder how on earth it was ever 
conceived to be good enough to show to a body of exhibitors at a 
trade screening. Five reels in length, the story is so utterly 
improbable and the situations so ridiculous, whilst the feats of 
strength portrayed by Marcco, who is featured in this production, 
are so ludicrous that the consequent result is an appalling waste 
of good film stock. 

It is somewhat diticult to review a picture of this character, 
for one is puzzled to imagine why it was thought worth showing 
in this country. ** A Son of the Gods ’’ introduces ‘* Mareco,”’ 
a strong man, ts whom the producers in a foreword emphasize 
the fact that all the ** wonderful ” acts that follow are genuine 
feats of strength and are not faked in any way. This may well 
be, but the adventures that befall this gentleman are so ludicrous 
that it does not really matter whether they are faked or genuine, 
as they merely appear as incredibly stupid. Marcco is a very 
stout acto who is probably able to exert considerable strength 
and one is shown the old familiar stunt of his emerging victorious 
in a brawl after ‘ fighting ’’ six or seven assailants, As the 
assailants in question only come up to be knocked down by 
Mareeo, and never in any one case put up a convincing fight, one 
ean place his own value upon this kind of entertainment. The 
story is. as we have remarked above, utterly impossible and 
absurd. It shows Marcco as an inventor of a powerful explosive 
which a gang of Japanese crooks attempt to get hold of. In the 
most far fetched and ridiculous manner his adventures in defeat- 
ing the said crooks, which carries him as far as Japan, are por- 
No useful purpose could be 
served in giving exhibitors a more detailed description ‘of this 


trayed in a pitifully banal manner. 


production which the promoters would be well advised to put on 
the shelf and forget. 

Twenty years ago this kind of film would have been laughed 
at, and the public to-day have been educated up to real motion 
pictures. It seems a tremendous pity that whilst the really great 
German photoplavs have not yet made an appearance, the 
crudest productions from this country should be exploited. If 
we are to have German photoplays, there is uo earthly reason 
why we should not, then for Heaven's sake let us have pictures 
that will redound to the credit of the German film industry. Such 
a production as ** A Son of the Gods "’ is likely to do it infinite 
harm. —E.W.F. 


: A New Series of AEsop. 


Bright additions to Granger’s successful offerings. 

IVE new Atsop’s Fables, averaging 550 feet each, were 
trade shown by Granger's this week in London, and 
thoroughly maintain the standard of their predecessors. 

sop himself, grim humorist as he was, would chuckle at the 
modern treatment of his fables, once he had become used to their 
novel settings. Paul Terry, their pictorial parent, reveals an 
“almost uncanny ingenuity in introducing details that an ordinary 
individual would overlook, and thyssthe sole parts of 
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the fables are embellished with tricksy matter which is very 
attractive. 

“The Fashionable Fox,’’ which one remembers as the story 
of the fox who lost his tail in a trap and persuaded others to 
dock theirs, up-to-date treatment, and the 
examination by the dog policeman of the tail-stump adorned 
with a jazz bow at the fox reception, is really artistic and full 
of really bright burlesque. ‘* The Owl and the Grasshopper,’! 
showing the nocturnal one going home inebriated from the Owl's 
Club and clutching at the Jamppost, which cludes him every 
time, might almost be a human record, so cleverly is the imita- 
tion carried out. ‘* Thea Woman and the Hen,’ too, is quite 
modern, with its cye-laving record beside the nest, and the 
anxiety when the delivery of the egg is delayed is really 
humorously treated. 

“The Mice at War,’’ with its moral of the danger attaching 
to a position of prominence, and ‘t The Hare and the Frogs,” 
showing the bunnies turning at last on their persecutors, who 


receives quite 


are scen in headlong flight, are full of excusable exaggerations, 
an almost weird effect being produced by the entry of the snake 
into the rabbits’ burrow. 

Those who have handled sop may be assured that the new 
series may be bocked with confidence; those who have not, 
should see the new set without delay. 


‘*The Hole in the Wall.” 


‘Fake Psychic Parlour ’’ scenes in crook story of 
average merit. 


URY'S offering, ‘§ The Hole in the Wall,’? which the London 
J trade viewed last week, is a Metro Sereen Classic adapted 
from a stage drama. Dealing as it does with the business 

of a fake ** psychic parlour,’’ the backgrounds are elaborate and 
ingenious, the mystic and the 


commonplace entering and 


heightening each other’s contrast. 


Madam Myasteria, a medium whom rogues have employed to 
obtain valuables from rich families, has been killed in a rail 
Just at this time Jean Oliver, released from prison, 


smash. 


ScENE From ‘t Toe HoLe iN THE WALL.”’ 


where she has been unjustly detained, calls at the ‘ pyschic 
parlour "’ to see Madamn, who, she has been told, is helpful 
to all in distress. There she is persuaded by the crooks 
who hear her story to become the new Madam Mysteria, she 
making it a condition that) she, may, have a revenge upon tbe 
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woman who unjustly accused her, by kidnapping her grandchild. 
Gordon Grant, her former fiancé, is doing amateur detective 
work, and arranges a séance with the veiled Mysteria with the 
idea of arresting the crooks. For a time Mysteria responds to 
the private messages of one of the crooks, but Grant, cutting 
the wire, the girl is left to herself and astonishes Grant’s com- 
panion (supposed to be his aunt) with extastic utterances reveal- 
ing real psychic knowledge. Then, casting off her veil, she is 
wnade known to Grant, and later is confronted with her carlier 
accuser, who is obliged to withdraw her accusation. Grant and 
Jean are reunited, and the kidnapped child returned. 

With the settings emploved and the really good incident 
towards the end, more might have been done with this story 
to increase its attractiveness. As it is, it is a story of averaye 
merit. 


A Parisian Scandal. 
Marie Prevost and Mae Busch in pleasant light comedy story. 


BRIGHT Universal comedy, in which Marie Prevost. is 
featured as a light-hearted French girl with no purpose 
in life beyond receiving the homage of numerous young 

mien, Was screcned by F.B.O. for the benefit of the London 
trade. Mae Busch also has a supporting réle, but is not so 
prominently in the picture as her colleague. 

The picture opens with the birthday morn of Liane Demarest 
and her father and mother spreading her presents before her. 
Among them'‘is a hand-knitted woollen garment of enigmatic 
usefulness sent by her grandmother in America, her mother’s 
mother. With the grandmother lives a cousin, Basi! Hammond, 
steeped in Egyptology, and on the eve of a visit to Paris to 
pursue his studies. Grandmamma commissions him to bring 
back a report upou Liane, so upon arrival the girl sets out to 


ScENE FROM ‘‘A ParisIAN SCANDAL.” 


shock him. She dances, smokes, flirts, enters his room at mid- 
night, but insensibly falls in love with him, shelving her real 
fiancé, Baron Stransky, and in the end joins him on the return- 
ing American steamer where they are marricd. This news he 


radios to grandimamma in Jicu of his earlier report. 


COMING 
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WHAT A TITLE! 


Into the, story are woven various incidents of a bright 
character. A presentation monkey gets up to various antics— 
one scene with a puppy being quite attractive; a storm and an 
enforced stay at an inn, a naked fist encounter between Stransky 
and the cousin, and a duel with comic incidents keep the picture 
bright. It should make a popular offering. 


Western Speed. 
Fox offering with good story and plenty of thrills. 
66 UCK ” JONES has a good part in ‘t Western Speed,” 
which Fox screened in London this week to the trade 
It is a cattle country picture, and has a good story with 
plenty of hard riding and vigorous action generally. ‘* Buck ’ 
Jones is ‘* Red "? Kane, and Eileen Perey, Dot Lorimer. 


SCENE FROM ‘‘ WESTERN SPEED.”’ 


Dot is the daughter of Ben Lorimer, and with him occupies a 
disused shack on the outskirts of Starlight, Wyoming. Red 
Kane, looking for strayed cattle, visits the shack, to be met 
with the business end of a rifle, the butt being against the 
shoulder of Dot. Notwithstanding the reception, Kane deter- 
mines to marry her. He has. an opportunity to rescue her a 
short time after when her horses bolt, and, later still, when a 
robbery of gold in Starlivht leads to her father being accused, 
he rides hard to warn them of their peril. On one of his journeys 
to the shack, after he has been suspected of being concerned in 
the robbery, he sees a discharged sheriff and Brad Usher, the 
saloon-keeper, unearthing the gold in a quiet place, but is over- 
mastered when attempting its recovery. Some thrills have to 
happen before the gold is recovered, including a climb to a 
shack high up in the mountains and a strugele on the edge of a 
precipice, and a dynamite explosion, The end clears Kane of 
any suspicion and exonerates Dot’s father of the charge of being 
concerned in a former robbery in Colorado. 

For those who aro attracted by the thrills of the Western 
story, this picture will have great charm. It is a good specimen 
of that type of film, and ihe situations are skilfully worked up 
and presented, 


WHAT A FILM! 


Original from 
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The Rowdy. 


Gladys Walton, in tomboy character, imparts vigour to 
acceptable story. 


B.O.’s Universal film trade shown in London this week 
was ‘' The Rowdy,’’ and featured Gladys Walton in 
the title part. England knows the type which she 

interpreted as tomboy, reserving the term rowdy to the hooligan 
male, but America scems to have a different significance for 
the title. 


SCENE FROM ‘! Tor Rowpy.”’ 


The picture opens with the finding by an old fishing skipper 
ct a small child left on the quayside during a storm, Gladys 
Walton taking up the part when the child has reached about 
18 years of age and is the adopted daughter of the old skipper 
and his wife. 
bedy, she is well known along the quayside for daring adventures 
and quick wit. There are tinies when one feels that the actress 
would be happier with something even more 


Free and untrammmelled in mind and active in 


viyorous still to 
perform, as she is certainly seen at her best in those incidents 
into which she can throw herself without restraint. A venture 
into the cabin of a fishing craft, where she is left alone with 
Kincaid, gets her into an unenviable position, and a second 
incident in the cabin of a small launch repeats the situation 
with another man. From this second plight Kincaid saves her 
while the sea is dashing in through a broken port. 


She is claimed by the Hampton family and tamed, eventually 
running away, and in the end the claim is found to be unjustified 
and she marries the man whose desire for her created the first 
cabin scene. 

The structure of the play is not over-strong, but some of the 
settings are well conceived and the second cabin scene realistic. 
The incident showing the shark attempting to seize one of the 
fishing crew is quite well managed, the marauder being seen 
swinuming around and afterwards turning on his back to attack 
his prey. A picture whose value Gladys Walton's acting has 
made an acceptable offering. 


66 I 7 , [ 99 PROVINCIAL 
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Romance of the Rosary. 
A popular offering with plenty of action and good characters. 


MHIERE can be no complaint that ‘* Romance of the 
Rosary,’’ the F.B.O. super-production trade screened 
last week, suffers from lack of incident; indeed, at times, 

one feels it to be rather too tightly packed, but this is necessary 
to get the story told within the normal compass of time. The 
rosary or rosaries introduced into the story provide a symbol 
of the religious attitude of the characters, and help to identify 
the community in which the story is set as a people of devout 
mind, but have no really essential part in the picture. 


That it is possible to tell the story in brief with but a bare 
The little fish 
canning community of Sandy Bay are awaiting with interest the 
reading of the will of Lehabod Wright, the pioneer of the canding 
industry, it being expected that the bulk of his property Will 
vo to his spendthrift nephew, Kenward Wright, but it is found 
that instead young Bruce Wilton, who has grown up with the 
Bruce's mother is an old sweethéart 


mention of the rosary incidents proves. this. 


industry, is favoured. 
of Father Brian Kelly, the pacificating priest of the township, 
his own sweetheart being Vera Mather, daughter of Captain 
Mather, a village worthy. Kenward Wright covets her, but, 
being repelled, begins to make Bruce's sister, Alice, his play- 
thing. Vera, hearing that Alice is visiting young Wright at 
his bungalow, goes to dissuade her, and is caught by Bruce in 
the house, to his disappointment and the breaking of their 
engagement, 


Meanwhile, Wright, embittered, has arranged with a fishing 
pirate to build a rival cannery on the miarsh lands his father 
left him, and, tiring of Alice, has cast her off, so that in her 
shame she attempts suicide. He also plans the destruction 
of Bruce’s cannery by dynamite, and nearly destroys Bruce in 
the explosion. Pursued, Wright takes sanctuary in the church 
where Bruce's mother is telling her beads, and the priest 
defends him from the rage of the multitude, Mrs. Wilton, how- 
ever, failing to the bullet of a half-witted villager. Mscaping, 
Wright is killed in crossing a rickety bridge in a car, and the 
circumstances of Vera's visit to Wright being explained, the 
two young people again plight their troth, Alice, the sist, 
engaging hersclf to a fellow whom the priest has 


befriended. 


young 


That is the story so far as incident is concerned, but there 
is an additional and appealing story in the, characters  them- 
se:ves, Father Kelly, the gentle settler of all disputes, whether 
individual or corporate; Mrs. Wilton, cherishing a dream of 
long ago, before Kelly became a priest: Alice Wilton, to whom 
disillusion came, a part attractively played by Mildred 
June; Vera Mather (Jane Novak), as the self-sacrificing friend ; 
these, with some well-conceived village worthies, make. up 
quite an attractive One incident, that of Vera’ visit, 
is rather overstrained, but the incidents towards the close, ‘the 
intrigue, the mob fight, the storm and the explosion give. a 
rush of thrills that heighten interest and intensify appeal. 

There are plenty of opportunities of introducing as a musical 
accompaniment the popular tune of ‘t The Rosary” into this 
picture, which is one that the public will greatly appreciate 
wherever it is shown. 


cast. 
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Three Clever Comedies. 


‘Brownie '' and Baby Peggy in European’s new 
fun features. 


S UROPEAN showed to the London trade this week three 

Century Comedies of more than- average merit in ‘* Ten 
and ‘* Little Raseal.’’ 9 The 
first-named, which features Lee Moran, had as its chiet incident 
and 


Seconds,’’ ‘t Some Class,”’ 


a burlesque boxing contest, in which the various: fads 
idiosyneracies of certain pets of the ‘ ring’? were hit off with 
A chauffeur, who is the possessor of a silk hat 


great subtlety. 
and morning coat and keeps them by him in the car, is asked by 
his employer's daughter to take her to the National Sporting 
Club, where a huge heavy-weight is to take part in a bout. Our 
chauffeur-hero is urged to enter the ring against the mountainous 
heavy-weight in order to inake an impression upon the girl, and 
does so, appearing in a silk hat and dressing wrap. He receives 
terrific punishment, and at the end of each round secs his oppo- 
nent pulting his hair straight with the help of a mirror, so, to be 
even, cleans his teeth in the intervals. Then chauffcur’s backer 
orders a violinist to play ** Where is my wandering boy to 
night?” and the heavy-weight breaks down, tears streaming 
down his cheeks. In this condition he is an easy prey to his 
almost vanquished opponent. 

* Some Class,’ the second of the comedies, features Brownie, 
whose cleverness is a thing to marvel at. Round this clever 
canine’s tricks has been built a story which binds then together 
Like 


Mary’s lainb, he aecompanies his young master to school, but 


and brings them into the attractive pattern of the fabric. 


is more clever than the woolly one, for he is seen driving the 
car whicli conveys them thither. The old wheeze of the opening 
of the Limberger cheese is introduced, and the natural way in 
which Brownie sniffs the cheese and rolls on his back uncon- 
scious is really clever, as he remains absolutely motionless until 
the cheese is removed. 


Scene rrom ‘' Some Chass.” 


The third comedy, ‘ Little Raseal,’? which might be called 
“The Escapades of Baby Peggy,’’ shows that tiny miss getting 
into all sorts of scrapes and out of them again. Her great gift 
is the ability to do mischievous things with great naturalness, 
and throughout she gives the impression of having a really good 
time. Some of the incidents are not original, but the serving 
of them in this new form with all the attractiveness of Baby 
Peggy's method makes them a feature which will take the faney 
of kinema-patrons everywhere. 

All three of these Century comedies are filyms with bright and 
brisk business throughout, and their release in three months’ 


time makes them items for 1 diate ster" 
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Elope If You. Must. 


A hustling farce with extraordinary complications that 
will draw patrons in large numbers. 


DISAGREEMENT between husband and wife regarding a 

A _daughter’s fiancee, a plot to remove an objectionable 
suitor, and devise means to frustrate an elopement, the 
somewhat abrupt introduction of some bomb-throwers, and the 
set of detectives on their trail, a fire and the coming of the fire 
brigade, arrests, imprisonments, escapes, these and other things 
“too numerous to mention,’’ as auctioncer’s aunouncements 
have it, make up a perfectly breathless farce entitled ‘* lope if 
you Must,”? which Fox Films trade showed this week. By the 


ScENE From ‘* ELope Ir You Musv.”’ 


time half this picture has heen shown the spectator is prepared 
for anything, but the anything never happens, as he might 
anticipate, and a mental state supervenes that is a cross between 
a joy-whecl and Hampton Court maze. 
Nancy Moore (Eileen Perey) and Jazz 
Sutherland) are swecthearts, members of 


Hennessy (Hdward 
a bankrupt musical 
comedy show, when Magruder asks Nancy to help him get rid 
of the fiancee whom his wife favours for their daughter, and 
secure her marriage to his own choice, a lawyer. The reward is 
ten thousand dollars, and Nancy, in pursuit of her object, be- 
comes the maid at Magruder’s house. To pursue the story from 
that moment onward and lucidly record it would require wet 
towels galore. Jazz Hennessy loses the bridegroom, Nancy de- 
tains the bride, nearly gets arrested as a bomb-thrower, throws 
a bomb which turns out to be only a rolled-up pair of stockings, 
pelts the detectives with books, and, finally, compels a frightened 
clergyman, whom the sincke from the fire is choking and the 
crash of firemen’s axes is disconcerting, to carry the wedding 
service to a successful conclusion, 

Exhibitors on the look-out for a really bright farce, frantic 
with breathless fun, should get on the track of this offering 
immediately. 


ANOTHER KINEMA FOR HUDDERSFIELD. 

Mr. M. Freedinan, late managing director of the Fmpire 
Picture House, Huddersfield, where he was one of the pioneers 
of high-class pictures as we know them to-day, has formed a 
new company—Freedman’s Pictures, Ltd.—which will shortly 
commence building a new picture house and café in Northumber- 
land Street, Huddersfield (opposite the Post Office). This is 
to be known as the Princess Picture House and Café, and it 
is hoped will be open for Christmas. The house, which will 
embody all the best points of English and American super- 
kinema construction and enterprise, will seat about 1,000. Mr. 
Freedman will sce tha®jiisnpatrons get value for their money. 
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THE FILM RENTER :—‘‘ Two reel subjects; 
of first-grade quality. Provides | 


QUALITY PLAYS . the Exhibitor with a new brand | 


of strong and attractive short | 


‘ARE RELEASED agen ee 
ONE A FORTNIGHT. do wrong in booking them.” 


OINEMA :—‘ Quality Plays are a number of | 


FIRST _. short British films . . . pre-, 


senting excellent examples of | 

S E R ] E S comedy or drama in a very clean | 
. and entertaining manner. We 

feel that these will quickly | 


l 9 2 2. : : become popular.” 


| No. 1. Nov. 6. “THE WHITE RAT.” 1 Reel a) HP ee eR Ree 


most competently acted, would 


No. 3. Dec. 4. “FALLEN LEAVES.” 1 Reel. eategt 
justify in themselves the great | 
No. 4. Dec. 18. ‘* THE THIEF.” 1 Reel. demand for shorter subjects.”’ 


l 9 2 3. THE TIMES :—‘“‘ Four short films of unusual 
Nae: Jan. 1. “GERALDINE’S merit . . they tell a clear 


nd interesting story. These, 

FIRST YEAR.” 1 Reel, es priest caer suited el 

No. 6. Jan. 15. “THE BIG appeal to an intelligent audi- 
STRONG MAN.” 2 Reels, ene” 


Exclusively Controlled by 


| 
| 
tHE WALTURDAW co. cto. : 


3 
No. 2. Nov.20. “A QUESTION OF Genius. These delightful little 
\ PRINCIPLE. 2 Reels. films, brilliantly produced and | 
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ANTI-TAX PROPAGANDA: 


C.P.M.A’s. Attempt to Interest Local M.P’s: 


R. AL WILKINSON presided over the meeting of the 
M C.P.M.A. held in Manchester last week. 


The Secretary reported very fully with regard to the 
letter that had been sent out to the members of Parliament 
signed by the President, asking for their support during the 
report stage of the Finance Bill. Several members of Parlia- 
ment had acknowledged receipt of that letter, including the 
Prime Minister and Mr. Asquith, but none cf them had expressed 
any opinion with regard to the Entertainments Tax. After a 
very lengthy diseussion, the secretary was instructed to continue 
the propaganda work on behalf of the Association, to address a 
letter to the members of Parliament in the area covered by the 
Association, and to endeavour to set up a committee, consisting 
of members of Parliament in the area, so that the plan of cam- 
paign could be locally organised befere the introduction of the 
next Budget. 


Hospital Collections. 

The President and the Seeretary reported that they had 
attended a meeting convened by the Lord Mayor of Manchester 
to consider the question of collections for the hospitals in Man- 
chester, The matter was very fully discussed, and it was 
decided to instruct the seeretary to convene a meeting of the 
members in the Manchester area, as they felt that this was a 
question which concerned them only. 


Musicians’ Salaries. 

The President reported that he had interviewed the local 
secretary of the Musicians’ Union with regard to the proposed 
reduction in salaries; he being intormed by that gentleman that 
it} was usual for the emplovers to approach the Union if any 
reduction was to be considered. As president of the Associa- 
tion he felt the time had arrived when they should ask for a 
reduction. He felt, however, that it would be better for the 
three Asscciations represented in the Manchester area to act 
jointly, and he would suggest that the secretary of the C.E.A. 
and P.P.MLA. be asked to co-operate with their secretary in 
order to convene a joint meeting with the officials of the 
Musicians’ Union. — After some discussion the suggestion put 
forward by the president was unanimously carried. 


P.R.S. Claim. 

The proprietors of the Nawtenstall Picture Palace stated that 
they had been threatened by the Performing Rights Society. The 
whole of the correspondence in connection with the case was 
read, and it was unanimously decided to support the proprietors 
of the Rawtenstall Picture Palace in any action that might be 
taken against them. 

The question of holding the meetings less frequently during the 
summer months was discussed, but it was decided to continue to 
hold meetings fortnightly. 

It was arranged to hold the next meeting on Friday, August 4. 


ANOTHER NEW PICTURE HOUSE 
FOR LIVERPOOL. 


Prospectus Particulars. 


‘ HE prospectus has just been issued with reference to the 
I projected new Sefton Picturedrome, which will oceupy 
a commanding site in that busy Liverpool thoroughfare, 
Smithdown Road. The capital is £40,000, divided into 40,000 
ordinary shares of £1 cach. Of these the directors have applied 
for 8,250 shares. The directors include Mcesrs. J. M. Griffith, 
.C. Qnanaging director), who also holds a similar position in 
connection with the recently opened and already flourishing 
concern, the Trocadero Super Kinema, Liverpool; F. W. Locke, 
managing director of the Belmont Road Picture House, Ltd., 
Liverpool; and H. S. Williams, a director of the Trocadero 
Super Kinema (Liverpool), I.td.; while the secretary is Mr. 
John T. M. Park, chartered accountant. 


The new kinema will casily be one of the largest picture halls 
in and around Liverpool, with a holding capacity of 1,500 
persone. Plans for the new structure have already been approved 
by the Liverpool Licensing Justices, the Housing Committee, 
and also by the Building Surveyor. The directors intend to 
provide the best pictures at moderate charges for admission, 
and a special feature will be made of the orchestra. It is 
additionally proposed to construct 8 commodious stage, complete 
with dressing rooms, arrangements for artistes and orchestra, 
so that at any time desired concerts or other musical entertain- 
ments can be given. <A first-class café. where light refreshments 
will be on sale, is also comprised in the appurtenances of this 
new venture. Building operations will be put in hand forthwith. 
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KINEMA MANAGER’S FAILURE 
AT WATFORD. 


Excessive Competition and Bad Trade. 


HE public examination of Georye Henry Buckburn, of 75, 

i Dorban Road West, Watford, described as a kinema pro- 

prietor, took place at St. Albans. = The debtor's state- 

ment of affairs showed liabilities £1,093 10s. 5d.. expected to rank 

for dividend £1,043 16s, 6d., with assets estimated to produce 

£210 6s. 1d., after deducting claims by preferential creditors, 
leaving, therefore, a deficiency of £833 10s, dd. 


The debtor, answering questions put to him by the Assistant 
Official Receiver (Mr. Herbert Ashton), said that prior to 
October, 1915, he managed kinemas in various parts of the 
country, and about that date he was appointed manager of a 
kinema theatre at Watford at a salary of £4 a week, which was 
later increased to £10 a week, with a promise that he was to 
get something extra if the profits exceeded a certain amount. 
He was holding that position to-day. Seventy pounds, returned 
in his statement of affairs as a bad debt, represented salary due 
from the Watford kinema theatre. 


Debtor detailed various enterprises: at Leighton Buzzard, 
Derby, Hampten (Middlesex) and Herne Bay, and gavt-7-- 
reagons for his failure the coal strike, the trade slump, the long 
summer of 1921, and excessive competition, Depreciation of 
securities was also a reason. He had nothing to do with the 
Watford kinema debts except as a shareholder. He had been 
drawing £2 to £3 per week recently as manager and secretary. 
The examination was adjourned. 
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THE FOUR NORTHERN COUNTIES. 


e (By our Newcastle Conepaet) 
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Waiting for Wireless—September Selections—For Sport Lovers—A _ Serial’s Success— 
Comedies and Drama. 


HAT there is gcing to be a big run on Walturdaw’s 
I Mareoniphone is apparent from the large number of 
inquiries which are being received daily at the firm's 
Neweastle office. Demonstrations with the new apparatus are 
to be given in the Tyneside capital as soon as Mr. Bert 
Whittaker has completed-the installation, and it is a foregone 
conclusion that the firm’s private theatre in the city will not 
Le large enough to accommodate all who are anxious to hear 
the latest invention in wireless: Mr. R. Reay, the firm's local 
manager, is on the sick list,’ and is seeking restored health in 
Allendale. May he soon be'back at hig accustomed scat in the 
office ! ; _! 


September Selections. 


I am informed that: Phillips people at Newcastle do not 
intend to hold any more trade shows before September. At 
the close of the holiday season, however, North Country 
exhibitors will have several excellent till-fillers to choose from, 
as a choice selection of pictures of outstanding merit will be 
on view to the trade in the territory. 


ro 


Famous-Lasky Offerings. 
When the excellence of the subjects handled by the Famous- 
Tasky Film Service is remembered, it is only fitting that the 
firm should get a good share of the orders that are going. This 
ix exactly what is happening-at the. Newcastle Branch; where 
‘A Fool's Paradise '’ has done exceptionally well. “Many book- 
ings have also been fixed up for ‘* Is Matrimony a Failure? "’ 


For Sport: Lovers: 
“A Sporting Double,’ a Granger-Davidson subject 
ander the auspices of the British National Film League,’ was 


issued 


“THE HOUSE OF JEWELS.” 


Opening of the New Scala at Leeds. 


HE kinemaland of Leeds was still further ornamented as 

I from Monday last by the opening of the new Scala 

Picture Theatre in Albion Place, a Sol Levy house which 

embodies many novel, interesting, and original ideas and effects. 

The Scala has no extensive or very elaborate frontage, but the 

interior is a revelation—an artistic feast of colour and a delight 
to the eye. 


The magnificent inner hall and beautiful marble and alabaster 
stairease; the springy buovaney of the rubber-laid floor, and the 
thick pile carpets are features to be deeply appreciated. The 
theatre proper, with its softly-diffused and vari-coloured lights, 
carries out a delightful colour scheme of jewels, still further 
typified by the imposing and highly artistic picture panels on 
the walls. ‘ 


Magnificent Screen Setting. 


The stage setting for the screen—with a gigantic, glittering 


Google 


shown to the trade of the district last week. In this essentially 
sport loving district the film will no doubt be weleomed on all 
sides, and it will be found that the race for this year’s Derby 
and the Football Cup Final, which are skilfully interwoven in 
this drama, are acceptable features of the story: 


A Serial’s Success: 


Notwithstanding the depression in trade, Jury's Newcastle 
office is getting a fair share of the business going. = Mr: 
Fameane; the firm's local manager, informs me that the serial; 

* Elmo, King of the Jungle,’’ has already been booked to.many 
halle in the four northern counties; whilst the Welsh-Pearson 
productions, *‘ Saiior Tramp "’ and ** Wee Macgrecgor’s Sweet- 
heart,”’ ure going so well that it is advisable for those ‘exhibitors 
who have not yet ordered these winners to get a move on to 
secure an carly date. 


Comedies and Dramas. 

If it’s Triangle’s—it’s good. This is acknowledged by local 
exhibitors, who are hot. on the track of the comedies handled 
here by Mr. H. Faid on behalf of his firm. He tells me that 
‘ Ashamed of Parents,” which is a good domestic drama, is 
finding its way into many of the halls in the territory. And this 
is only as it should ke when the quality of the picture is borne 
in mind: 


Repentance. 

That well-known local renter, Mr. Bert Henderson, tells me 
that he is screening on August 17, at the New Pavilion, a 
British film entitled ‘* Repentance,’ concerning which he has 
great hopes. ~ 


crystal surmounting it—still further sustains the illusion of 
this ** House of Jewels." The picture is thrown on the 
stereoscopic, sauecer-shaped screen, which ensures perfect foeus, 
no flicker distortion, or disproportion of figure. 


The very latest in ventilation systems ensures a pure air in 
the theatre at all times, cool in summer and warm in winter. 
There are seats in the auditorium for about 1,000 and in the 
baleony for 500. Mr. Sol Levys, the managing director of the 
Seala (Leeds), Ltd., has put the very best of everything into 
his house, which has cost £200,000, and its orchestra of twenty, 
under Anton Tschaikov has been chosen for its talent and skill. 


The Deputy Lord Mayor and Lady Mavyoress of Leeds (Alder- 
man Herbert Brown and Mrs. Brown; performed the opening 
ceremony, Mrs. Brown cutting the ribbons at the entrance with 
silver presentation scissors. 


Alderman Brown, speaking inside the theatre, said the 
magnificent picture house did credit both to the promoters and 
all who had taken part in its erection. Thanks were due to 
the promoters for clearing away old buildings and erecting in 
their stead such a magnificent place, which would be one of 
the sights of Leeds. He hoped the rating authorities would view 
it kindly. 
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TRADE SHOW 


at the 


“ALHAMBRA 


‘Tuesday August }* 
at 10-45 am 


Exhibited by 
European Motion 


Picture Co., Ltd., 


167 WARDOUR ST., 
LONDON, W.1. 
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ONE! COME ALL! 


Carl Laemmle presents 


MARY PICKFORD 


AS SHE APPEARED TWELVE YEARS AGO 


‘GOING STRAIGHT” 


THE BIG SCREEN NOVELTY 


To be presented as films were presented in 1910 with full old- 

time effects. One of Mary’s first pictures, with 1922 burlesque 

titles. To be shown as a cuprtain-raiser to the Trade Showing 
of ‘‘The Storm” at the 


ALHAMBRA, 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 10.45 A.M. 


A UNIVERSAL SPECIAL 


Distributed by European Motion Picture Co., Ltd., 
167, Wardour Street, London, W.1. ‘Phone: Regent 4840. 
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MOSS EMPIRES, LTD., 


Present 


WHITMAN BENNETT'S 


Personally Supervised Production 


THE | 
TRUTH 
ABOUT 
HUSBANDS 


Adapted from Sir Arthur Pinero’s Brilliant Play 


THE PROFLIGATE. 


Featuring 


MAY McAVOY, ANNA LEHR 


AND STAR CAST. 


TRADE SHOWS: 


NEWCASTLE oe Tyne uae Thursday Aug. 10, at 11-15 a.m 
GLASGOW ... ae Savoy ad Friday August 11, at 11 a.m. 
CARDIFF ... fe Exchange ... Tuesday August 15, at 3 p.m. 


COMING SOON! 


THE SKY PILOT 


From the Novel by RALPH CONNOR. 


With COLLEEN MOORE as Gwen, the Mountain Elf, 
JOHN BOWERS as The Sky Pilot, 
DAVE BUTLER as Bill, the Rancher, 


IN A STORY THAT EVERYONE KNOWS. 


‘Exhibition Rights controlled by 


MOSS EMPIRES, LTD., 
24 DENMARK STREET, LONDON, W.C.2. 
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i RALEIGH KING § 
: Begs to announce that he e 
+ has for disposal THE 
4 WORLD'S RIGHTS of F 
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(6,000 feet ). 


Founded on the most discussed topic Featuring an... 


of the day. a: ALL-STAR BRITISH CAST. 
Made ‘midst the beauties of the | Produced under the. direction of 
English Riviera. HUMBERTSON WRIGHT. 


The First of a Series of the New 
RALEIGH KING PRODUCTIONS. 


Watch for Trade Show—to be announced next week. 


All inquiries and communications to— 


RALEIGH KING, 
c/o BILLIE BRISTOW, 
175 Wardour Street, 
"PHONE—Gerrard 240. LONDON, W.1. 


phbbhhhbhadathhhhhththbheteddddtas 


July 29, 1922. 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 53 


THE TRADE IN WALES. 


(By our Cardiff Correspondent.) 


Conciliation 


Board’s Report—C.E.A. Activities__Company Winds Up—Gaumont Presentation— 


Swansea Halls Reconstruction. 


SAH South Wales Conciliation Board, which held its meet- 
ing at Cardiff last week, has issued its official report 
as follows: A meeting of the Conciliation Board of 

Exhibitors and Musicians of South Wales was held at the 
Kinema Exchange, Carditf, to deal with the dispute between 
the managers and musicians in the Swansea district. The 
managers asked for a ten shilling per week reduction in wages, 
but the musiciane resisted this, contending that it did not 
leave them with a minimum wage. It was pointed out most 
pertinently that the business was now conducted at a loss, but 
the musicians replied that having regard to the conditions and 
rates of pay in other districts they did not feel justified in 
accepting a reduction. In an effort to bring about a solution 
of the diificulty, Mr. David Hughes, Tonypandy, suggested a 
compromise, but this did not prove acceptable to the musicians, 
and the meeting consequently broke up without any settlement 
whatever being arrived at. 


C.E.A. Activities. 

At the adjourned meeting of the South Wales Branch of the 
.E.A. the Entertainments Tax wae. discussed, and it was 
decided to send a deputation to Mr. T. A. Lewis and Mr. Mardy 
Jones, the respective candidates in the Pontypridd by-election, 
with a view to onlisting their support. The mecting decided 
to get some forty-eight shect posters to circulate throughout 
the territory, drawing attention to the iniquity of the Enter- 
tainment Tax. It was also agreed to write to the Abolition 
Committee complimenting them upon their efforts, and express- 
ing the opinion that whilst these had so far not been wholly 
successful, it was the view of the branch that they had laid the 
foundation for complete success. Quite a lengthy discussion 
took place on the question of the agreement with the P.R.S. 
It was quite of an informal nature, and it was decided to ask 
Mr. Will Stone, who had raised the matter, to place a notice 
of motion on the agenda of the next meeting. 


Company Winds Up. 

I hear that the Douglas Mutual Film Company has been 
voluntarily wound up and that Mcesrs. David Hughes, Jimmy 
Wild. and’ C. Hamilton are to take over the business. Mr. 
Douslas Thomas is to continue solely as an independent renter. 
with offices in Charles Street, Cardiff. 


Mr. Granger's Visit. 

Mr. A. G, Granger personally visited the territory last week 
in connection with the trade show of their film, “A Sporting 
Double.”’ 


A Visitor from Glasgow. 
Another visitor was Mr. A. Morris, manager of the Stoll Film 
‘Glasgow office. 


Renter’s Indisposition. 

Mr. Peter Stoneman has been very unwell of late, and has 
gone away for a rest. His many friends down here wish him 
a speedy recovery, and express the hope that he will soon be 
-amongst them once again. During Mr. Stoneman’s absence 
business at the Cardiff Branch will be carried on. by Mr. Godfrey. 
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Gaumont Presentation. 


On the oceasion of his marriage Mr. R. Brewer. of the office 
of Gaumont, was on Saturday last presented with a dinner 
service. The wift was handed over by Mr. A. Verran, South 
Wales manager, who, on behalf of himself and_ staff, wished 
Mr. and Mrs. Brewer hearty wishes for their future happiness. 
Talking about Gaumont, their trade show last week of the Byron 
film was a big success. ; 


Swansea Hall Reconstruction. 


Such excellent progress has been made with the reconstruction 
of the Albert Hall, Swansea, that it will reopen its doors on 
August Bank Holiday, August 7, with as exccllent a program 
as it is possible to put on. The date marks an iniportant epoch 
in the history of the kinema industry in South Wales, for the 
Albert Hall is the largest house in the principality, providing 
seating accommodation for no less than 2,000 persons, whilst 
there is etanding room for hundreds more. It is a curious fact 
that despite the Entertainments Tax and ‘other restrictions 
1921-22 has scen pronounced progress in the screen world here, 
and the opening of the Capitol, Cardiff’s latest and most com- 
modious hall, is fresh within the memory. 


Expediting the Work. 


Purchased at a cost of £33,000, the work of convertng 
Albert Hall into a modern kinema was commenced at the 
beginning of last winter by Messrs. McKenna, London, the 
contractors, and when one considers the great amount of work 
which faecd them in practically demolishing the old structure, 
with the exception of the bare walls, and erecting the new, the 
expeditious manner in which the work was done becomes 
apparent. For many years the place has been used as the only 
representative public hall in the town, and some would not view 
the change with too much gratification. A month ago it was 
a mass of displaced masonry, but now, Nat Dix, who will 
manage it for the owners, the Swansea Electric Kinemas, Ltd., 
is confident of making a good start this winter. This is the 
fourth hall in the town under their direction. 


the 
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A truly enjoyable day was spent at Hexham by the employers 
of the High Street, Sunderland, Picture House. Under the 
enidance of Mr. J. T. Sharples, the popular and energetic 
manager of the hall, the party filled the day in with sports, 
and, following tea, boating on the river and sight-secing were 
indulged in. Heartiest thanks to the directors and Mr. Sharples 
were accorded at the end of the day by the holiday-makers. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE WEST. 


(By our Bristol Correspondent.) 


Hard Cases and Relief—Clifton Hall Alterations—Glastonbury Hall Changes Hands— 
Bath Partnership Dissolved—New Bristol Bath and Kinema. 


HE question of relief in specially hard cases, which was 
discussed at last week's meeting of the Bristol C.E.A., 
should receive more consideration than is being given 

to it generally. The idea in itself is good, but there are one or 
two attached to it which are likely to prevent 
exhibitors making an application, one of which is the five years’ 


conditions 


balance sheet which the renters expect to be produced, and 
the other the necessity for applications to be passed by a local 
committee. Strong exception was taken to the last-named 
condition by Bristol exhibitors, and it was asked how many of 
them would care to divulge their most intimate business affairs 
to a large cominittee, many of whose members were probably 
their competitors. Another danger pointed out was that with 
a large local con.mittee there was a_ possibility of private 
matters leaking out. These fears are not without foundation, 
and the Bristol branch took the wisest course in appointing 
the chairman and secretary as a committee to deal with any 
applications which may be made. 


Clifton Hall Alterations. 


The Triangle Hall, Clifton, closes down the week after Bank 
Holiday. for the purpose of alterations. These include the 
installation of a new ventilating system, certain structural 
improvements in the building, and redecoration. , It is the 
intention of the directors to thoroughly modernise the hall and 
bring it up-to-date in every respect. During the temporary 
closing of the ‘Triangle arrangements have been made to 
continue the performances at the Victorias Rooms, a building 
close at hand, so that patrons shall suffer: no inconvenience 
through the closing of the hall. “aie aAb th etait, 


Glastonbury Hall Changes Hands. 


The Picture House, Glastonbury, Somerset, has been taken 


over by Messrs. Anderson and Fyans, who have had the hall 
thoroughly redecorated and reseated, and intend running a first- 
cluss, up-to-date show. 


Bath Partnership Dissotved. 

The partnership between Messrs. Vaughin, Foster, White 
ard Brien in connection with the Vauderville Picture House, 
Bath, has been dissolved, and im future the kinema will be 


carried on by A. E. Vaughan alone. 


New Bristo! Bath and Kinema. 

Bristol’s new bath at Horfield will be opened next month for 
swimming purposes; to kinema men the interest in this building 
is that it is proposed to convert it into a picture house during 
the winter months. The large swimming bath has been built 
so that a moveable floor can be fixed over it. The balcony has 
been fitted with upholstered tip-up chairs, and the whole scheme 
of decorations and fittings are in keeping as much with a 
kinema as with a swimming bath. 


Seryall’s Screen ‘‘ A Sporting Double.’’ 

Last week Servall’s held a trade show of this British picture, 
which,..amongst other attractions, contains scenes of the Cup 
Finalvand the Derby of this year. Mr. Blush says that regard- 
ing ‘‘ Gfandma’s Boy ”’ he has changed his mind as to showing 
the film in Bristol,’ local bookings having been 60 good that he 
deems a trade show unnecessary. 


New Gaumont Serial. 

On August 1 E. F. Jennings holds a trade show at the 
Queen’s of the New Gaumont ccrial, ‘‘ Parisette,’’ containing 
a fine story, excellent settings, and appealing situations. 
Consisting of 12 episcdes, the release date is January 8. 


PROJECTORS THAT SATISFY. 


An American Machine That Gives Good Service. 


The Majestic in City Square, Leeds, which Sir Robert Horne 
mentioned in his recent debate regarding Entertainments Tax, 
has two ‘ F.A."’ Model Motiograph Projectors installed in the 
These pro- 
jectors are, we understand, giving great satisfaction, and were 
installed, on the recommendation of Mr. Ike Collins, the well- 
known Newcastle film man, who has them installed in all his 
theatres. Motiograph projectors are still being distributed in the 
United Kingdom for the Enterprise Optical Company of Chicago 
hy Film Agencies, Ltd., 19, Cecil Court, London, 


FOR 


operating box, which is built below the circle. 
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IS BUSINESS REALLY BAD? 


A flashlight of the scene at the Grand Theatre, Smithdown 
Road, Liverpool, at the conclusion of the showing of Ideal’s 
clever little picture, ‘‘ A Ride on a Runaway Express.’’ An 
additional point of interest about the picture is that, at the 
suggestion of Mr. Ingram (Ideal’s Liverpool manager), the 
photograph was reproduced on a slide, and shown at the 
theatre for the following three days. The idea proved an 
enormous success, as everyone wanted to see themselves on 
the screen. This ‘‘ stunt’? might be weleomed by exhibitors 
in other parts of the country. 
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TRADE SHOWS: 


LEEDS: 


Tuesday August 1, at The 
Kinema Exchange, 11-40 a.m. 


MANCHESTER: 


Wednesday August 2, at the 
Piccadilly,” 11-15 am. 


LIVERPOOL: 


Thursday August 3, at the 
‘Trocadero,’ 11-15 a.m. 


SHEFFIELD: 


Friday August 4, at the 
‘Electra,’ 11 a.m. 


DUBLIN: 


Friday August 11, at the 
“ Corinthian,” 11-15 a.m. 


Lancs., Ches., North Wales, Yorks., Lincs., & Ireland Controlled by 


E. GRATTAN 


MILLOY, 


28 DEANSGATE ARCADE, 
MANCHESTER. 


Phone: 7980 City. 
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The Showman’s Great Opportunity 


The World’s Greatest Comedy King 


LARRY SEMON : 


IN TWENTY REISSUES 
Released 
SCAMPS AND SCANDALS ... ... October 16, 1922 
TRAPS AND TANGLES... 233 ... November 20 .,, 
WELL ILL BE he .. December 4 __eg,, 
PASSING THE BUCK .... eae .. December 18 _ ,, 
THE STAR BOARDER ... os .. January 8, 1923 
( HIS HOME SWEET HOME .... .. February 5 ss 
THE SIMPLE LIFE = es .. March 5 ” 
BETWEEN THE ACTS ... ss .. April 2 ie 
DULL CARE ... de sus ozs .. April 30 ” 
DEWDROP INN se... oe a ... May 28 - 
THE HEAD WAITER... ...___.... June 25 - 
VITAGRAP * THE GROCERY CLERK... oe .. duly 23 a 
LARRY SEMON COMEDIES THE FLY COP ... Sis i .. August 20 os 
SCHOOL DAYS... . ... a ... September 17 ,, 
Cutouts of Larry Semon = SOLID CONCRETE... ..._... October 15 _,, 
ply wood. THE STAGE HAND .. .. .. November 12 ,, 
Heads, bite Size ... 2/6 THE SUITOR vee) ws) ee “December 3_e=r, 
Ditto ... With Stand 3/6 THE SPORTSMAN ai ae .. December 17 _ ,, 
Fee Tesh Here coe aes THE HICK .... aA a .. January 14, 1924 
u g 
12/6 each. THE RENT COLLECTOR .. «. February 11 ,, 


———~ 
—— 


THE VITAGRAPH CO., LTD, Renting Dept., 46 Brewer Street, LONDON, W. 


"Phones—Gerrard 5166 and 3167. Telegraphic Address—‘‘ Vithirins, Piccy, London.” 
Registered Offices: 31 & 33 Charing Cross Rd., W.C.2. Telegraphie Address—‘ Vitgraf, Westrand, London.” 


Branches: Manchester, Leeds, Glasgow, Newcastle, Birmingham, Liverpool and Cardiff Territories. 
ALL PRINTS ON EASTMAN STOCK. 
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VICTAGPRAPF 
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Oharing Cross Road, W C.2, 


Telegraphic Addrese— 


i Westrand, 
“Vitgraf, Wes pon 
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A VITAGRAPH PICTURE 


A VIRGINS SACRIFICE 


ey 


muamesnes THE VITAGRAPH CO., LTD., Branches— 


Manchester, Leeds, Glas. 


Renting Dept., 46 Brewer Street, LONDON, W. £2, Tewcastle.Birmine- 


don,” ‘Phones—Gerrard 3166 and 3167. Telegraphic Address—‘‘ Vithirins, Piccy, London.” Territories. 


ALL PRINTS ON EASTMAN STOCK. Original from 
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The 


Neglected Wife 


produced by 


ABEL GANCE 


It is one of his greatest 
pictures—having all 
the fine quality he 
showed in his Film 


66 9 99 
J’ accuse, 


but is an intense drama 
of Great Appeal. 


BRITISH RIGHTS FOR SALE 


Apply— 


FILMS DE FRANCE, LTD., 
ee 15 CARLISLE ST., Pater: 
aa LONDON. WEsreENt 


ERNEST REED, General Manager. 
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A NEW 


BRADFORD PICTURE THEATRE. 


Opening by Deputy Lord Mayor. 


RADFORD has some forty kinemas, practically all of whose 
B proprietors have been complaining of bad business for 
many months past—yet a company of local people has con- 
sidered the prospects of the film-showing industry sufficiently 
rosy to build and cpen yet another theatre. The latest theatre 
is in the suburbs, and it is in the-e residential quarters that the 
kinemas have suffered less during the slump than have the 
sumptuous city houses. 

The vew house is the Park Lnne Kihema, in Park Lane, 
between Manchester Road and Little Horton. It has accommo- 
dation for 900 people, is built in modern style, decorated in a 
scheme the predominant cclouring of which is Wedgwood blue, 
and is ventilated by the continuous circulation of pure air 
throughout the building. The architect was Mr. Ernest Dawson, 
who is also managing director cf tue company. 


Deputy Lord Mayor and the Industry. 

In opening the house on Saturday last, the Deputy Lord Mayor 
(Councillor EK. Siddle) had some nice things to say about the 
industry, whilst giving the usual advice to run a clean program, 
He suggested that few men a few years ago could have gauged 
the extent and usefulness which the picture industry was 
destined to attain in such a short history. In regard to people 
who complained of too much attention to amusement, he held 
that it was not so much in the kinema or the film that bad was 
usually found, as in the attitude of mind brought to bear on the 
picture exhibited. é 


The proceeds of the first house, about £11 were handed over 
to a local fund for poor ehildren.--From gur_ Bradford 


Correspondent. 


EUROPEAN’S NEW EIGHT-REELER. 


HE Universal Jewel eight-reel production, ‘* The Storm,” 
I which will be trade shown by European Motion Picture 
Co. at the Alhambra on Tuesday, August 1. at 10-45 
a.m., is remarkable for the fact that the three leading characters. 
House Peters, Virginia Valli, and Matt Moore, are alone in 
the film for nine-tenths of its length. Universal claim that in 
** The Storm ’ 
kinema. American lay and trade pressmen have reviewed the 
film at considerable length in enthusiastic but not fulsome terms. 
Furcpean are confident that “* The Storm” will meet with an 
equally favourable reception in Great Britain. 


* they have produced one of the classics of the 


Adapted) from Langdon MeCormick’s stage success, and 


w 2Fes 2h ew 
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ScENES From ‘* THE Storm,” Evropean's NEw E1iaut-REELEn. 


directed by Reginald Barker, the film deals with the story of a 
French-Canadian giri, a stalwart woodsman, and his adventurbug 
city friend, all of whom are snowbound for the winter in a log 
cabin. A great forest tire sweeps towards the shanty, driving a 
pack of wolves toward it, and the woodsman returns to rescue 
the girl and his former friend, who confesses his trickery. 


Some of the ‘** shots are said to be most beautiful, and the 
thrilling canoe escape of Manette and her father over the moun- 
tain currents and waterfalls, and the tremendous forest fire, 
which seems to sweep for miles around the doomed shanty, 


are claimed to be of unexampled interest. 
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._ Following the Enormously 
Successful Trade Show 
at the ALHAMBRA yesterday 


" | PROVINCIAL 
q TRADE SHOWS : 
. | Aug. Ist—Kinema Ex., LEEDS, 11-40 


2nd —New Piccadilly Picture 
House, MANCHESTER, 11-15 


3rd—-Trocadero pape Cin. 
LIVERPOOL, 11-15 


Ath——Electra Palace, 


SHEFFIELD, 11 a.m. 


Digitized by NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Foreign Rights Controlled by 
Apollo Films, London. 
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BRISTOL C.E. 


July 29, 1922. 


A. MEETING. 


Should Exhibitors Show Slides Free ?—-Hard Cases and 
Relief Applications—Tax Revision a Party Affair?— 
Insurance Problems—The Tax Campaign Discussed. 


the Bristol Branch, held on Tuesday, July 18, at the 

Artists’ and Press Club. An application from the 
Bristol Labour Council with regard to the ‘* No More War” 
campaign was brought before the meeting. The Council asked 
exhibitors to advertis¢ by means of slides a demonstration which 
was being held in Bristol on July 29. There wae also a film 
taken ofdast year’s demonstration in London which the Council 
would like them to show if possible. The movement had the 
support of the Dean of Bristol and other leading citizens. The 
secretary mentioned that some exhibitors had already intimated 
their willingness to show the slides, 


A B. ATKINSON presided over the monthly meeting of 
° 


E. A. Tasker said the promoters would have to pay for an 
advertisement in the local papers if they wanted one, and 
he thought that an announcement on their screens was worth 
paying for. 

E. Mulford asked if there was not already a resolution in 
the minutes covering this matter, but it was pointed out that 
the resolution in question dealt with collections and did not 
cover the present matter, which was merely a question of show- 
ing slides. 

On the motion of H. Tomkins, seconded by E. Mulford, it 
was decided to show the slides as requested. 


Hard Cases and Relief. 

A letter was read from the head office with reference to 
cases of hardship where exhibitors asked for relief, and suggest- 
ing that local committees should be formed to deal with 
‘applications. Eventually it was agreed that all applications 
should be referred to the chairman and secretary, who alone 
would deal with them. 


The Tax Division. a 

The secretary said he had bunches of correspondence from 
the committee. regarding the Tax Campaign. Some requests 
were sent which it was impossible to comply with. 

S. H. Justin said he was in the House of Commons on the 
Wednesday evening when the division on Sir Walter de Frece’'s 
motion was taken. In his opinion the matter was made a 
party question, the whips were put on, and it was decided on 
party lines. He gave particulars of the schedule proposed by 
Sir Walter de Frece, and suggested that they should send a 
copy of the chart issued in connection with the campaign to 
each party agent and each member and candidate in the area 
covered by the branch. 


Insurance Problems. 

H. Tomkius raised the matter of the insurance of employees. 
A member said that he understood they need only pay Health 
Tnsurance for cleaners, and nothing at all for cashier or 
attendants unless they were emploved over 80 hours weckly. 

H. Tomkins said he had been told by an official who had called 
at his place that he would have to pay for the lot. E. Mulford 
said he had also been paying for the whole of his staff. 

S. H. Justin said that musicians were exempt from both 
Health and Unemployment Insurance if they got over 2s. 8d. 
per hour, but if their wages averaged at less than 2s. 8d. per 
hour they would have to pay insurance. He pointed out that 


Google 


in the case of musiciang an interval is reckoned in with the 
hours of playing; thus, if a musician plays for three and a half 
hours it is reckoned as four hours. Very often the scale of 
pay averaged just under or just over the 26. 8d. which 
decided whether insurance would have to be paid or not. His 
experience was that many musicians did not want to be 
exeinpted; they would rather have the benefits. The question 
was asked why musicians should be exemptcd if they were 
earning less than £250, the Government scale for exemption, 
but the secretary pointed out that the Government scale for 
exemption was based on a 48-hour week. 

S. H. Justin said there was another point. If they had a 
cleaner in the morning and let her work as an attendant in 
the evening she would be obliged to have both Health and 
Unemployment Insurance cards. 


Tax Campaign Discussed. 


Thero was considerable discussion over the tax campaign, and 
the propaganda methods adopted by the committee came in 
for a deal of criticism. The chairman said that when he sent 
up the amount of his levy he had stated that in his opinion 
no concession would be gained this year, and he suggested that 
the branches should be asked to give their suggestions with 
regard to the campaign for next year, which he considered 
should be started at once. He received a reply from the 
assistant secretary saying that it was fully expected to get some 
concession this year, but in the case of this not being obtained 
his suggestion would be brought before the General Council. 

Mr. Justin mentioned that a meeting would be held to 
consider future action, and the matter dropped. 

Denison Clift has completed his production of Clemence Dane’s 
play, ‘A Bill of Divoreement,”’ and left on Wednesday for Paris 
and Spain. Mr. Clift will combine a holiday with work, as he 
has taken with him tho scenario of his version of ‘‘ Mary Queen 
of Scots to complete in Southern Spain. When he returns to 
London about August 20, Mr. Clift will at once start production 
ou this great super picture, in which Fay Compton will play the 
role of the ill-starred queen. 


£300,000 Spent! 


Architects -— designers — 
Painters —- artificers in 
wood—Craftsmen in stone and 


metal — ‘t Carte Blanche "— 
Magie word — the world's 


marts—bazaars—viclding 
their treasures—Carven woods 

Seulptured = marble—Cunning 
Metal work-—velvet—silk 

Hangings—laequer—bronze 
Jade—silver—gold inlay-- 
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Waring & Gillows 


Specialists in 


CINEMA FURNISHING 
DECORATION & EQUIPMENT 


WARING | ° | YHERE is nothing in the Furnishing, Decoration and 
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& GILLOW Equipment of the Cinema that Waring & Gillow 
are actual cannot provide, and the superlative quality of every- 
manufacturers! thing supplied is in itself a guarantee of long service. 


TIP-UP Cinema and Theatre Proprietors will do well to — 
SEATS consult Waring & Gillow before deciding on any 
containing 


pectin structural alteration, decoration, seating, carpets, or 
perfect comfort. | interior furnishing. 


ASK WARING & GILLOW TO ESTIMATE 


for anything appertaining to economical decoration 
and repairing of Cinemas or Theatres, including 


STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS——ELECTRIC LIGHTING——DECORATION —-CARPETS——INTERIOR 
AND EXTERIOR PAINTING——CURTAINS RENOVATIONS——CLEANING—— DRAPERIES-——ETC. 


Please address all enquiries to ‘Cortract Department.’ 


Surnishers & Decorators to FEM. the Hin 2g. 
164-180 OXFORD STREET, ae W.1 


Telegrams: Telegrams : 
Museum 5900. And at Manchester, Liverpool and Lancaster. “ Warison, London.” 
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THE FACT THAT 
OVER 5,000 HAVE 
BEEN SOLD IN THE 
2 . UNITED KINGDOM 
. IS PROOF POSITIVE 
THAT 
POWER’S No. 6, 
GIVES 
THE SATISFACTION 
THAT: ‘GCOUNTS# 


POWER’S No. 6 


PUTS THE PICTURE ON THE SCREEN 


BIRMI INGHAM: NEWCASTLE-ON TYNE: 
30-32 John Bright St. The rE T U R D 7 Collingwood St. 
LEEDS: A A 
21 King Charles Croft. 4 SAbDIERE 
LavenPoots > Gerrard St. London,W.1 9 St. John's Square. 
{\EGENT 38310. SCOTLAND : 
pene WESTRAND. » Argosy Film Co. Ltd 


mANcHRSTER: 


&1 Dunlop St., Glasgow. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE TECHNICAL 
SIDE OF KINEMATOGRAPHY. 


What our new Supplement will aim to do. 


ee ee 


T is abundantly clear that in the future of kinemato- 
I graphy much closer attention will be paid to the 
technical side of the industry. —‘* Better Equip- 
ment ”’ will have its place in the sun equally with 
* Bigger and Better Pictures.”’ Indeed, to provide 
entertainment. of a satisfying character to the picture- 
goer, the former is an cssential adjunct to the latter. 
Both are necessary for success. 


A New Era. 

And with the advent of the new and_ capacious 
kinemas, now rearing their pretentions edifices in many 
of the larger centres of population in Great Britain, will 
hegin the new era in motion pictures in this country, in 
which the technical side is destined to play a part almost 
equally important as the program. Admitting that the 
picture is the thing that matters, its presentation must 
surely be the most momentous question which faces the 
management of the theatre, for the answer to it spells 
success or failure. Nothing but the best screening, with 
the most up-to-date equipment, can expect to gct over 
in these days. 

Importance of Better Equipment. 

But if audiences are critical of the projection and light- 
ing, they are even more so of the adjuncts to the success- 
ful show, particularly the music. Putting aside for the 
moment the entertainment value of the program, and 
leaving for a future occasion the important matter of the 
technical aids to publicity—selling the picture to the 
public—we would briefly mention the importance of 
better equipment in relation to the seating of the 
theatre, and to the necessity for proper ventilation. 
Both these matters are of vital interest to the picture- 
goer, for the perfectly-ventilated kinema, with its well- 
appointed arrangements, comfortable seats, and smart 
attendants, are thoroughly understood and appreciated 
hy the regular patron. Indeed, if exhibitors desire to 
establish a clientele which can be relied upon to see 
most programs it is absolutely necessary that the seating 
should be comfortable and the ventilation perfect. 


Artistic Decoration. 

The patron, in an uncomfortable seat and with the 
theatre hot and stuffy, invariably loses interest even in 
the latest and best screen presentation, and the pay-box 
tells the tale at future performances. Then there is the 
further important matter of the artistic decoration of the 
theatre. and much ean be done in this direction to give 
the public very genuine pleasure and a lively anticipation 
of the good things to come. Too often it is noticed that 
ihe sereen. in particular, is absolutely bare of decoration 
ef any kind, and stares baldly at the audience between the 
items. Screen curtains are now very popular, since their 
manipulation has been placed in the hands of the 
operator. Astute managers consider an artistic sereen 
curtain as a really big house effect, and they are right. 


The Musical Setting. ; 
And how important to the suecessful showing of the 


program is the musical setting, and how wonderful is its 
magical influence in the finer moments of the picture. 
Good musie will often lift the commonplace feature into 
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almost unanimous acceptance. Its effect in the pre- 
sentation of the great super-pictures, and, when inter- 
preted by the larger orchestras, competently led, is little 
short of marvellous. Without going into the broader 
questions cf the enormous scope of the kinema in the 
expansion of its musical side, or the possibilities of con- 
veying, in this simple and direct way, the best and higher 
ferms of music to the masses of our people, we would 
urge that very much more attention should be paid to 
the musieal settings in respect to suitability and 
character, and that no pains should be spared to secure 
synchronisition and artistic treatment. That there is 
room for material improvement in the music in the 
kinemas of this country can be hardly doubted. 

It is one of the big reforms in efficiency that is some- 
what overdue, and it is our intention to help in this 
reform in a practical way. A special section of our 
Technical Supplement will be devoted to the subject, 
and articles by prominent musical experts will appear in 
each issue. The opening article on another page has 
been specially written by Mr. Eugene Goossens, whose 
direction of the music at the recent pieture seasons at the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, was somewhat of 
a revelation to picture-goers. 


Our Aim. 

With this issue our Technical Supplement makes its 
how to the trade. Its aim will be to aid and support this 
important section of the industry, and to stimulate its 
good work for the betterment of our kinemas by the 
exploitation of all that is new and efficient on the 
technical side. We shal! keep our public well informed 
of the new patents and, we might almost say, revolu- 
tionary devices which are advancing the industry bv 
leaps and bounds. We shall endeavour to show the 
inventor of such devices how and where they can be 
manufactured and marketed to the manifest advantage 
of the industry, and the attainment of high-grade 
efficiency in the theatres. 


A Word as to Exploitation. 

And just one word as to exploitation, While it is 
universally admitted that no advertising campaign can 
compel immediate results, there is not the remotest 
doubt, if the product so exploited be a good product, it 
pays, and pays handsomely, to extensively and continu- 
ously advertise it. The buyer who is cut for the best in 
the market knows that the concerns whose announce- 
ments appear regularly in the trade journals are bona fide 
firms with a sound proposition to advance, and are able 
to deliver the goods. What chance has the other man, 
whose product may be equally good, but whose publicity 
ix mainly confined to an occasional spasmodic mail cam- 
paign, with the go-ahead firm whose persistency and en- 
terprise in booming his goods, through the medium of the 
trade Press, makes for success every time and all the time ? 

The manufacturer who shows his confidence in his pro- 
duct by advertising it thoroughly goes a long way 
in forging the link of confidence between seller and pur- 
chaser. And once that confidence is sceured it will be 
amply maintained, 
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TIP-UP-CHAIRS 


It is the Construction of a Chair that Counts. 


It will pay 
Call and see 


the Chairs 


being made. 


you to call 


on us before 


placing your 


order. 


As Actual Makers our Methods are 


THE BEST. 


FILM BOOKING OFFICES (1919) Ltd.,. 
(Upholstery Dept.), 90 Dean St, Soho, London, W.: 


Phone: Gerrard 5687. : 
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Theatres & their Equipment. 
New Super Kinemas. 
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No. 1.—THE RIVOLI, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E. 


kinemas in the London area is the Rivoli, which rears its 
noble proportions in Whitechapel Road. 
ideal site on the south side of this well-known thoroughfare, 
saddling the entrance to St. Mary's Whitechapel Station on the 


O*. of the most imposing and substantial of the super- 


Tt occupies an 


Front Virw or THE Rivontr. 


“nderground ailway, with its main entrance on the west sic 
Underg 1 Railway th its main entr t] st side 


of the station, and its exits and stage door on the east. 
Through the courtesy of the managing director, Mr. Walter 
Wanger, and his able assistant, Mr. Lewis, a representative of 
the Firm RENTER was courteously shown through the theatre, 
both in front and behind the scenes. 


The Building. 


The building has a magnificent frontage of 165ft. in White- 
chapel Road, facing due North. The gencral design is reminis- 
cent of the Italian Renaissance, of which it exhibits free treat- 
ment; the front is executed in white faience. The — interior 
shows a considerable degree of French influence. The entranee 
is treated as an arcade: of five arches, and a similar treatment 
is employed for the exits. The underground station, which lies 
between these two portions of the structure, will shortly be re- 
built in harmony with the rest of the design. The 
planning of the building, evidences meticulous thought on the 
part of the designers, and nothing that would make for the com- 
fort and safety of its patrons and staff, as well as the practical 
excellence of its entertainment, has escaped consideration or 
been omitted. Yet even now a scheme is being formulated to 
add to, rather than improve, sfeotural ole" conditions. 
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general 


The vestibule is noble and imposing, as the photograph we 
Fium 
Renter) should provide amp!e evidence. The flooring is of black 


print herewith (one of several specially taken for the 


and white marble tiling: the walls a pale stone colour and panels 
of light art green, picked out in gilt. There are. two pay-boxes, 
one on either side of the main staircase. The corridors and 
stairways throughout are broad, whilst their rake or slope is 


easy and gradual, ‘ 


The Auditorium. 


The auditorium is extremely handsome, and singularly free 
from the disadvantages frequently experienced in some earlier 
constructed theatres. It is 118ft. in length by 80ft. wide at the 
front and 103ft. at the back. The rake of the floor, while con- 
siderable, is not apparent. The colour schemo of the walls is a 
cool grey and gilt, the flutings in the Corinthian columns are 
painted in a light blue, and the caps and other ornamentations 
are heavily gilded. Deep red and gold thread curtains cover the 
The tip-tip seats, which are very comfortable, with 
ample leg-room between the rows, are of inlaid mahogany on 
gilt iron frames, and are upholstered in dark blue green 
tapestry. The floor in the auditorium, as in all parts of the 
house, is completely covered with a heavy carpet, bearing a 
subdued paitern on a toned pink ground. There are 1,500 chairs 
in the auditorium, while the baleony contains 800 seats; the net 
seating accommodation is therefore 2,300. The baleony has a 
projection of 50ft. by 100ft. wide. The rake is approximately 1 
in 3. There are four exits from the baleony, while in the audi- 
torium cleven are provided, The stage, which is shortly to be 


windows, 


Ope Mesragyie. 
NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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As used at the Rivoli and 


all First - class Cinemas. 


Oo oO oO 


This Week we are installing Simplex at : 
THE SCALA, LEEDS: 


THEATRE ROYAL, 
MANCHESTER; 


CORONET THEATRE, 
SMALL HEATH; 


THE PALACE, TRALEE. 


Sole Concessionaires and ‘Distributors: 


J. FRANK BROCKLISS LTD. 


167-1649 WARDOUR STREET, LONDON, W.1. 


Telephone :—REGENT 2719. 


Telegrams :—“ Stafilm, Westcent, London.” 


Manufactured and guaranteed 
é SAY by the Precision Machine Co. 
igatts eos” Sy C Inc., New York. 


July 29, 1922. 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS (Technical Supplement). 


THEATRES AND THEIR EQUIPMENT— (ominued. 


enlarged, owing to the immense success of the combined vaude- 
ville and picture entertainment, is at present d52ft. 
20ft. deep. 
42ft. high. 
tains, besides a drop and sliding curtains over the screen, these 


wide by 
The proscenium opening measures 88ft. wide by 
There is furnished a handsome pair of draped cur- 


latter being electrically controlled from the operating box. 


Orchestra and Screen. 


The orchestra, consisting of 16 members, occupy a_ broad 


sunken space the full width of the stage. On one side of the 


latter, to the right of the screen, is an excellent manual churely 


organ, electrically blown, which is covered by curtains while the 
stage is illuminated. The screen is of Gardiner’s velvet gold 


fibre, is most efficient, and has given the greatest satisfaction sas 


THE OPERATING Box. 


an aid to good projection. Owing to the projection being 
nearly level, the screen is practically vertical. The size of the 
picture is 22ft. Gin. by 17ft. The projection is from under the 


gallery, and the throw is 108ft., the angle being less than 3 deg. 


from the horizontal. 

The auditorium is lighted principally by four massive elee- 
troliers, six smaller ones over the baleony, underneath which 
twelve bowl fittings are arranged. The safety lighting is pro- 
vided by brackets along the side walls, and also by lamps in six 
of the bowl fittings. 


The Ventilation. 

The ventilation is effected by a very complete and efficient 
plant on the Plenum system. 
one drawing air from three points under the baleony, and two 
from two points on the main roof. The amount of air delivered 
into the building is 2,200,000 cubic feet per hour (approxima- 
tely). The air, which is blown in by a 20 h.p. electric motor 


There are three extractor fans : 


fan, is passed through a spray type air washer, and over steam- 
heated coils in the winter weather; prior to washing, the sprays 
being also pre-heated. Two low pressure steam boilers, located 
in the basement, supply the necessary heat for this purpose. It 
should be noted that with this system there is no tendency for 
air to enter by the doorways, a very important item in foggy 
weather, the fog and impurities being entirely eliminated from 
the air entering from the washing plant. Furthermore, in the 
hot weather the temperature of the air in the building can be 
very appreciably reduced from that of the outside air—a con- 
sideration of the greatest importance. 

The operating box is remarkable for its spaciousness, airiness, 


and general arrangement. Measuring approximately 21ft. long 
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by 12ft. broad, it has a height of about L5ft.—a fact alone tend- 
ing towards the comiort and efficiency of the operators. | En- 
trance is gained by a door opening outwards on to a broad pas- 


save open on one side to the air. 


Simplex Projectors. 

The operating box contains two Simplex projectors, two spot 
lamps, each taking up to 40 amps.: and a handsome control 
switchboard standing free of the wall at the back of the opera- 
tors. The main and dimmer switchgear (the latter worked from 
the operating box) is arranged in the room to the right, where 
also are installed two motor generators by Compton and Co., 


each viving ICO amps. at 80 volts. 


The Cafes and Offices. 
The theatre contains 
either floor, each measuring Toft. by 25ft. 
in excellent style, with highly effective decorations, and are ex- 
During the recent hot spell one of these 
cafes earned a unique reputation as an ice-cream parlour, and a 
roaring trade resulted. An excellent soda fountain is fitted; 
while each cafe is provided with a piano for the benefit of 
patrons, for there is much local talent. In the upper cafe a 
tapesmachine has been installed, and we understand that the 


most commoedicus cafés, one on 
They are furnished 


two 


cecdingly popular. 


Inanagement is giving a serious consideration to the question of 
wircless ‘* broadcasting.’’ The offices are situated next to the 
operating box, and within easy reach of all parts of the house. 
There is a large and well equipped kitchen on the top floor. 


A Novel Feature. : 

A novel feature in the conduct of the picturedrome is the issue 
of a weekly house organ entitled ‘* The Rivoli News,” contain- 
ing current topics in connection with the theatre, as well as pro- 
viding information relative to forthcoming programs and events. 
This little paper has become exceedingly popular, has a large 
and continuously increasing circulation, and has proved itself a 
most efficient mediun between the management and its pat- 
rons. 

Walter Waneer, who has now controlled the destinies of the 
Rivoli for nearly three months, has effected many noted im- 
provements, and has several new schemes in contemplation. We 
tender our thanks to the managing director and his capable 
staff, the consulting Mr. O'Hanlon, and 
Robert Atkinson, the architects at present engaged in effecting 


engineer, Messrs. 


the new improvements, for their courtesy and kind assistance 
during our visit of inspection. 


THe Aterrorium. 


Original from 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


BRIGHTER 
PICTURES 


at reduced current consumption 
are certain with the Taylor- 
Hobson Cinema Projection Lens. 


This Lens is designed so that the 
back glass lies close up to the 
film gate. No light is lost. 


Every ray which passes through 
the film is transmitted to the 
screen. 


The economy in current con- 
sumption is so great that the 


‘purchase price of the Taylor- 


Hobson lens is repaid within a 
few weeks. 


When winter comes your 
theatres will be full. 


Now is the time to make your 
projection equipment thoroughly 
efficient. 


TAYLOR, JaYLons ffopson. fre 
74 NEWMAN ST,., 
LONDON, W.1. 
Works: LEICESTER. 
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Petrol Electric 


Generating Sets. 


WE have recently made huge purchases 
of Plant and can therefore offer sets, 
each consisting of three-cylinder engine, 
direct coupled to dynamo by Electromotors 
running at 1,000 revs. per minute output. 


100 amps. 80 volts, 


Complete with silencer, 
radiator, switchboard, etc. 


£125 O O each. 


(Substantial Trade Discounts.) 


Why not make an appointment to see a 
set on test? 


Fyfe, Wilson & Co., Ltd. 


(Dept. MP), 
Phone? 
Works: 31 Budge Row, CITY 2602/3 
BISHOP'S Grams: 
STORTFORD, London, DUCTILITY 
HARLOW. 4 PHONE 
E.C.4 LONDON. 


GET your ACCESSORIES 


from 


WILL DAY, Ltd., 


19 LISLE STREET, 
LEICESTER SQUARE. 
LONDON, W.C. 2. 


THE QUALITY HOUSE 


Phone :— Wires :— 
REGENT, TITLES, WESTRAND, 
4577. LONDON. 
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EFFICIENT PROJECTION 


A Necessity—Not a Luxury. 


F the axicin conveyed in our title was as obvious to 
I every cxhibitor as it should be, in this twenty-ninth 
year of the kinematograph’s existence, we should 
have no reason for writing this article. We recently 
witnessed in a London: hall the exhibition of a film of 
excellent photographic quality which was projected in 
sich a way that it was a physical discomfort to see it. 
Not very long age, the reputation of even the best film 
would have ‘suffered from such. tre: itment, for the lay 
mind invariably associated faulty scre ening with faulty 
photography. = But now the pieture- going public have 
awakened to the fact that such defeets are ‘due to incom- 
petency within the theatre itself, with the result that 
they take their patronage clsewhere. 


A Discriminating Public. 

The kineina public of to-day is ten times as discrim- 
inating as it was seven or cight years ago, and it refuses 
to tolerate a vibrating and flic kering picture, punctuated 
with ‘racks,’ and shown on a screen improperly 
iluminated. Kinema operators, as a whole, are a con- 
ssientious and as hard working a chess as any in the Jand; 
bat there are members cf the craft who are quite unfitted 
for their delicate and highly-teclnical job, and there are, 
unfortunately, managers who tolerate them. 


Four Common Causes. 


Probably the four commonest causes of defective pro- 
jection arise from bad perforation of the film, a worn or 
incorrect. Maltese cross, the presence of dirt and other 
foreign mutter in the sprocket wheel, and faulty adjust- 
iment of the gate. But the speed at which the projector 
runs is also a matter of vital importance, and it is one 
which is entirely within control of the operator. He 
should so govern the speed of his projector that the 
various jiving Gbjects cn the rereen should move with 
perfect naturalness, and, in order to do this in the most 
convincing way, he should surely have something of the 
artist in his nature, or else make a close study of move- 
ment, particularly human movement. There are very 
few pictures in which intimate attenticn on the part of 
the operator to rate of speed will not be of great 
advantage, though in some films, of course, possibility 
for improvement exists far more than in others. The 
over-aveeleration of the projector is another all too 
common fault, and is responsible not only for a good deal 
of damuge to the film, but detericration of the projecting 
machine as well. 


What is the Remedy? 

Naturally, it will be said that bad projection is very 
often due to other causes than careless or incompctent 
cperating. Old and wheezy machines, faulty parts, and 
perhaps bad carbons, make it practically impossible to 
get a good. steady picture, no matter how efficient and 
painstaking the cperator may be, But it should be 
remembered that worn-out equipment has now no place 
in the up-to-date kinema, and the operator who is .con- 
tent to werk under adverse eonditiens in respect to his 
machine and accessories is piling up trouble for himself 
and his theatre. Jt is clearly his place to make a stand 
against inefficieney in the operating room, and if he does 
sv there can be little doubt as to the result. © Although 


Google 


serious aspersions have been made on the operators of 
this country as a body, it is not quite fair that the faults 
and misdemeanours should be charged to the great bulk 
of trained and highly-efiicient  projectionists. But 
there ts a very serious doubt whether the operators as a 
body have whole- heartedly united to combat the many 
irrevularities which are rampant at the present time, 
such as the iniquitous practice of making punch marks in 
film, and the failure to remedy bad patches, misframes, 
ete., before returning the film to its owners. 


America Tackles the Trouble. 


From other parts of the world it is noted that vigorous 
attempts are being made to encourage and foster better 
projection. In the United States an organisation of 
the operators has been formed, the main objects being to 
eliminate the objectionable and damaging practice of 
punching film, to return films to the exchanges in reason- 
ably wood condition, and in all cases to remedy mis- 
frames and bad patches. This organisation is mecting 
with considerable success, and in an ineredibly short 
space of time a general improvement has been recorded. 
One of its provincial members writing to the head office, 
states: ‘* T can sce a great improvement in the condition 
of films cf to-day in comparison with those existing 
twelve months ago. And projection is in every way more 
efficient. Still, much has yet to be done. We receive 
films every day with punches and signals of every des- 
cription, “Why some operators persist in damaging pro- 
perty in this way passes comprehension. They should 
be prosecuted and be forced to pay damages.”? Which 
voes to show that our troubles here are shared fully 
across the pond. 


Co-operation Essential. 

Co-operation between a manager and his operator 
should, of course, be a sine qua non in every picture 
house. A small minority of kinema managers are 
thoroughly familiar with the technical side of the pro- 
jection department. But the majority are not, and every 
attention should be given, therefore, to all reeommenda- 
tions of operators respecting their own department. This 
is simple common sensc. The time is coming when every 
kinema, without a reputation for the perfect exhibition 
of its pictures, will either have to speedily reform, or go 
out of the business. This is as it should be, for just as 
the story is the foundation of the producing side. of the 
industry, so is the projection the basis of the exhibition 
side. First-rate projection in a second-rate theatre can, 
and does sometimes, help to swell the profits—second- 
rate projection in a first-class theatre can only lead to 
financial disaster. 


FIRE STATISTICS IN AMERICAN 
KINEMAS. 


American statistics as to fires in kinemas show that 
some fifty conflagrations eecurred throughout the States 
in the past. five vears. Twenty were due to inflammable 
film, twelve to ‘smoking, nine were of incendiary origin, 
four to the heating svstem, three to cleetrie wiring, and 
two to dirt and rubbish. 
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A Word with the Manager 


It is becoming more and more recognised that, as the 

. 7 . —_ 
novelty of the screen declines, fine weather entices 
patrons away, and cven regular “ fans” become bored. 


A sure angle for maintaining interest is to feature 


GOOD AND SUITABLE MUSIC. 


Messrs. BOOSEY & Co. cater specially for the needs 
of the Cinema in this respect, allow good terms, and 
maintain the rights of FREE PERFORMANCE. 


See that your Leader is in touch with BOOSEY & Co. 
Furnish yourself with catalogues, also particulars of the 
popular BAND CLUB scheme. 


FURTHER. Keenness of competition makes managers 
demand the best results from the bands employed. This 
can only be secured if the instrumentalists are playing on 
reliable instruments, perfect in tune and tone. 


Messrs. BOOSEY & Co. are the manufacturers of 
BRASS and WOODWIND instruments, as uscd in the 
bands of H.M. Forces, and the finest bands all over the 
world. A large stock is also carried of stringed instru- 
ments and appurtenances, of the best and most reliable 
makes. Write for catalogues, sent post free upon 
application. 


Does your Library contain 
MYRTLES OF DAMASCUS, Woodforde Finden © HARVEST TIME, Haydn Wood. 


STARS OF THE DESERT do. BEGGAR'S OPERA, Frederic Austin. 
ON JHELUM RIVER do. WAYSIDE SKETCHES, Scott Minchin. 
PAGODA OF FLOWERS do. SCENES OF CHILDHOOD, Chas. Hoby. 
LOVER IN DAMASCUS do. GIPSY PICTURES, Hugh Mallory. 
FOUR INDIAN LOVE LYRICS do. FIERRABRAS Ov., Schubert. 
INTERMEZZO in D, Bennett. SCHUBERT’S OVERTURE in B flat. 
MINIATURE SUITE, Eric Coates. PATHETIQUE TONE POEM, Piercy. 


These are some of the popular items with which the best houses accompany the screen. 


BOOSEY & CO., 2°3.REGENT,St., LONDON. W. 
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MUSIC AND THE KINEMA. 


Different ways in which Music may be Adapted 
to the Film. 


(By EUGENE GOOSSENS, The Well-known Composer and Orchestral Leader). 


HE importance of music in relation to the kinema 
is a subject which has often been discussed, but 
"hitherto (with the exception of a few individual 
experiments) no real organised attempt has been made 
by those responsible for music in the picture houses 
towards a really serious solution of the problem. — It 
must be patent to the average observer that in order to 
fully accentuate and strengthen the dramatic points and 
general atmosphere of a picture, music in the responsible 
hands of an expert plays a role second only to that of the 
film itself. 


Days ol the Stop-gap Numbered. 


Consequently, it is in the interests both of the producer 
and of all concerned with him in the production of the 
film to sce that no pains are spared to equip the picture 
in question with a setting which will not only enhance its 
characteristic features, but serve to give point to the 
action of the players and the environment in which the 
play is cast. The days of the lady seated at the piano, 
thumping out aimless banalities, are numbered. Even 
the public is beginning to realixe that she has played the 
role of stop-gap for a sufficiently long period of time, for 
the simple reason that only in the hands of an 
experienced and imaginative executant, and one with an 
endless fund of improvisation, is the piano a possible 
medium of accompaniment. 


Fitting Music to the Film. 


Let us consider the different wavs in which musie may 
he adapted to a film. There are three methods. 
Firstly, there is the old one of providing a running 
accompaniment (often of a particularly inane character) 
on the piano, without reference to any particular incident 
in the picture. This, of course, is hopelessly antiquated. 
Secondly, we have the method most in vogue at present, 
consisting of the performance of a choice of music—from 
the existing classical ani modern orchestral repertoire— 
to fit the moods and action of the picture, the orchestra 
in this case varying from three to thirty players, accord- 
ing to the financial conditions and the enterprise current 
at that particular kinema. The third method, and the 
one I hope to see universally adopted in the future, is 
that of a special score being written by a composer of 
repute in close collaboration with the producer, such 
score being part and parcel of the film, and arranged so 
that it may be performed by either a small or large body 
of instrumentalists. This is the method to which T shall 
have occasion to refer later. 


The Main Stumbling Block. 

Synchronisation between the music and the film has 
constituted hitherto one of the main stumbling-blocks, 
owing to the fact that in many films the action is of such 
a varying nature and the episodes in themselves are of 
such short duration that very sudden changes of mood 
are required in the music in order to keep touch with 
what is taking place on the screen. It is this alternation 
from grave to gay, from sombre to picturesque, from 
drama to comedy, which requires long and patient experi- 
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ment, and very often much more time than is ‘usually 
allotted to the conductor for the purpose of producing his 
musical score. Jt is true that, given an adequate 
orchestra, he has a large field of music upon which to 
draw, whether the film be dramatic, historic, scenic, 
comic, or topical. : 


Would the Public ‘‘ Stomach "’ it? 

The difficulty i is not so much to find musie as to fit that 
particular music to the different episodes of his picture. 
In a new film entitled Dr. Caligari, which I recently wit- 
nessed in Paris, and which deals with the point of view 
of a futurist lunatic in a futurist setting, the screen 
action gives still further scope for the employment of 
extremely advanced music, though whether the 
audiences of our own cities would stomach the setting 
which I should personally recommend is another point, 
and one which serves to illustrate the necessity for the 
public keeping in touch with the newest and most pro- 
gressive ideas. 


Size of Orchestra Immaterial. 

There is no hard and fast rule as to the size of the 
orchestra. required to accompany a film. As I have 
before stated, it all depends on the enterprise and pocket 
of the local manager. There are many large picture 
houses in London and the provinces where the music 
(from the point of view of the film) might certainly be 
more adequate. Not only are the possibilities of a large 
orchestra infinitely great, but the employment of 
musicians in the picture house is a very important item. 
Nowadays, many orchestral musicians of the first rank 
depend on the kinema for a living, and, consequently, 
the greater the demand becomes for their services, the 
greater will be the supply, thus creating employment for 
many first-class players whose living is often a precarious 
one. 


Great Medium for Cultivating Public Taste. 

Again, the picture theatre is a tremendous medium for 
the dissemination and encouragement of so-called 
‘‘ high-class ’’ music. Many of the public who cannot 
afford to patronise concert halls find in the musical fare 
provided for them at their local picture theatre a source 
of very great enjoyment, and the value of the kinema 
orchestra thus becomes two-fold, satisfying not only the 
musical aspirations of its audience, but whetting their 
appetite for still further good things. I do not agree, 
however, to turning the picture house into a conccrt. hall 
for the performance of music apart from the screen. 


Do Not Despise the Gramophone. 

In theatres where the expenses are high and the 
receipts low, even the gramophone is not to he despised 
as a means of accompaniment, provided the records are 
good ones. Certain producers, I believe, are turning 
their attention to a matter which I have long advocated, 

namely, the setting of the picturesque masterpieces of 

music to films, in other words, providing us with a film 

illustration of the big symphonic poems of Wagner, 
(Continued on next page). 
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(Continued from previous page.) . 
Strauss, and others. This is good news! One might go 
u step further, and suggest that certain episodes in operas 
and ballets, where the mechanical limitations of the 
stage prevent their accomplishment, should he filmed to 
enhance the realism of the stage action, 


The Specia‘ly-Composed Score. 

T have already referred to the specially-composed score 
for films. Not only would the synchronisation between 
musie and film action be brought to its highest state, 
but the film would become invested with an added 
interest and artistic value, inasmuch as the musical 
merit of the score would certainly add to the life of the 
film, and could even very often furnish an excuse for its 
revival. Here is a field for many of our composers who, 
provided the financial remuneraticn were adequate, 
could start work in close co-operation with the producer 
and produce a score for a film just as they proluce one 
on the scenario of an opcra or ballet. 


A Word of Warning. 

In conclusion, a word cf warning. Tet those 
responsible for music in the picture houses rid themselves 
of much of the ready-made and rather paltry stuff 
obtainable in kinema libraries, labelled expressly for the 
accompaniment cf different situations, as, for instance, 
joy, anger, sorrow, and kindred emotions. 1, inyself, 
have cften heard the same music over and over again 
used for the accompaniment cf quite different films, and 
the nauseating effect produced eventually becomes 
unbearable. The kinema is Art, as well as music and 


painting; and our efforts should be concentrated towards 
solving all the problems that still econfrent us, not the 
least of which is the employment of suitable musie to 
‘* good." 


accompany every film worthy of the adjective 
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KINEMA MUSIC FOR VOCALISTS. 


ANAGERS of kinemas where vocal items are on 
M the program should note that Messrs. 
Ascherberg, Hopwood and Crew, Ltd., of 14, 
Mortimer Street, London, W.1, anneunee a number of 
new songs suitable for kinema vocalists. These include 
“If Winter Comes,’’ by H. M. Tennent, °° Nut Brown 
Ale,’ by the same composer ; * Luife’s Roadway, a 
* Cartlond of Hay,’ and “* Sundial in My Garden,’ “hy 
A. Emmett Adams; “A Flewer from Memory’ 5 
Garden,” by Jack Thompson; and “AU Brittany Love 
Song,’ by H. Fraser Simson. 

In addition to this elass of musie this firm has a large 
and varied scleetion of orchestral musie, for both large 
and small combinations, as well as scores for the piano 
and organ. — Full particalars and lists will be supplied 
cn application. 


CAMERAS FOR TOPICAL OR 
STUDIO WORK. 


HOSE. exhibitors who take an occasional topical 
film locally should not > miss’ the cypertunity 
afforded by Messrs. W. Butcher and Sons, Ltd., 

Camera House, Farringdon Avenue, for cbtaining good 
service cameras at a moderate price, 

Messrs. Butehers are the scle distributors for the 
Williamson Kinematcgraph Ce., whose cameras have a 
high reputation for merit. The Paragon model is 
described as a camera de luxe, with self-contained dis- 
solves, ete., and is complete pau three Ross or Cooke 
lenses of 2in., 8in. or 4in. fees, fitted en a detachable 
turret, each of which can be fe eal without disturbing 
the film. 


SONGS FOR CINEMA VOCALISTS. 


“If Winter Comes ” 
“Life's Roadway ” 


Music by H. M. Tennent. 
A. Emmett Adams. 


“Sundial in My Garden” » A. Emmett Adams. 
*‘Nut Brown Ale” fn H. M. Tennent. 
‘A Flower from Memory’s Garden” » Jack Thompson. 


“A Brittany Love Song” 
‘Cart Load o Hay” 


re H. Fraser-Simson. 
‘i A, Emmett Adams. 


Artistes are Invited to apply for Professional Copies. 


Price 2/- each of all Music Dealers, or 


ASCHERBERG, HOPWOOD & CREW, LIMITED, 
16 Mortimer Street, LONDON, W.1. 
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ENTERPRISE AMONG MUSIC 
PUBLISHERS. 


Good and Suitable 6 Manse for the Kinema. 
T is a gratifying sign of the progress of kinematography 
] especially on its artistic side, that the music publishers of 
London are devoting considerable attention to the require. 


ments of kinemas in respect to program music. One of the 
most enterprising and up-to-date London publishers is Messrs. 
Boosey and Co., of 295, Regent Street, who specialise exten- 
sively in music of this description. | Messrs. Boosey announce 
a number of orchestral publications, from full orchestral gets to 
the more modest scores for small orchestras or piano, and every 
effort is made by special scoring and cueing to bring all orchestral 
compositions within the range of the smallest combinations 


Invaluable Musical Number. 

One of the latest publications by this firm ‘is the famous 
dramatic overture, ‘‘ Fierrabras,’’ by the immortai Franz 
Schubert. Written the same year as. Rosamunde and Alfonso 
and Estrella, in 1828, the scene of the opera is laid in Spain, the 
story being purely romantic, dealing with the wars of the Moors, 
According to Kreissle’s description, the opera is filled with 
plenty of heroie and sentimental excitement. The overture 
opens weirdly with tremolo strings, followed by the solemn and 
most impressive Chorus of Knights, and the exceptionally long 
allegro movement of 376 bars will be weleomed as an invaluable 
number to every kinema musician. The parts are carefully 
cued to meet the requirements of small combinations of instru- 
ments. 


An Attractive Score. 

Another very attractive score just published is Colin Macleod 
Campbell’s ‘ Princess Gioia Ballet in three movements. The 
prelude consists of several themes which occur later in the ballet 
in different guise. One must imagine a juvenile princess, day 
dreaming to the accompaniment of twittering birds. — Fairies 
appear and invite her to Fairyland to become their Queen, The 
second movement is a concerted dance for three fairies. Reach- 
ing fairyland the Dwarf-king falls in love, and after employing 
every device to win her, tries the effect of his dancing. In de- 
speration the Dwarf resorts to more gyration and pirouette, 
working himself into a frenzy, and at last collapses on the 
floor. The final movement is a Grande Valse in fairyland, dur- 
ing which the Princess is restored to her palace garden, 


Orchestra Band Clubs. 

The third of the newer issues is by A. W. Woodforde-Finden, 
entitled ‘* Myrtles of Damasecus,’’ and is written in that well- 
known composer's best vein, the suite of Bastern songs being 
considered second only to the famous ‘‘ Indian Love Lyrics.” 
The orchestration is by Svdney Baynes. Messrs.  Boosey's 
Orchestral Band Clubs are proving a great attraction to kinema 
conductors as well as to musicians generally. The A club pro- 
vides 24 numbers per annum, and includes danee music, 
entr’actes, marches, and is wonderful value for the small fee 
charged. Particulars will be readily supplied on application to 
295, Regent Street, London, W.1. 


A PUBLISHER’S OPPORTUNITY. 


T is a well-known fact that films based on novels stimulate 
the sales of the books. Ts there not an opportunity for 
wusie publishers to reap the benefit which should accrue 

from the filming of operas. The recent production, ‘* The 
Bohemian Girl,’’ is certain to be a tremendous suecess when 
shown to the public, and the same will apply to ‘‘ Carmen.” 

Many people who do not possess a score of these operas will 

certainly wish to purchase after viewing the films. The idea 
is well worth consideration. 
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WILLIAMSON 
KINE 
MACHINERY 


CAMERAS 
PROJECTORS 


PRINTERS 


PERFORATORS 
AND 


DARK ROOM 
EQUIPMENT 


WRITE FOR NEW LIST JUST ISSUED 


KINE CAMERAS for 
Topical and Studio Work 


MODEL 4. 


mat Lens. 


100 ft. Spool Boxes with F3.1 Anastig- 
(as illustrated) from £26 0 0 


MODEL 7. 200 ft. Spool Boxes with F3.1 Anastig- 
mat Lens. (as illustrated) from £35 0 0 


MODEL 8. 400 ft. Spool Boxes with F3.1 Anastig- 
mat Lens. from £110 0 0 


PARAGON 400 ft. Spool Boxes. A Camera de luxe 


with self-contained dissolves, etc. Complete with three 
Ross or Cooke Lenses, of 2in., 3in., and 

4in. focus, fitted on a detachable turret, £200 
each of which can be focussed without disturbing the film. 


W. BUTCHER & SONS LTD., 


CAMERA HOUSE, FARRINGDON AVENUE, 
LONDON, ENGLAND. 


SOLE “DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
THE WILLIAMSON 


KinematocraPpH  Co.,  Lrp. 
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REPUTATION FOR 


QUALITY 
100% 
SERVICE 
DEVELOPING & PRINTING 


LET US PROVE IT TO YOU ON YOUR NEXT ORDER. 


Whe Tee Co. (. Soy /) Gol : 


A Leadon, YW 
SD-~9/ “ardour SS treel, London , Pde 
Telephone: Regent 5233. Cables and Grams: Amfcolo, London. 
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XV. 


The Camera Man « His Work. 
News and Notes. 


ee ee 


THe Eprror of the Trcusicar Supprement will be glad to 
publish correspondence and news items from cameramen and 
others interested in this side of the industry. Communications 
should reach the office, 53a, Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W.1., 
not later than the 15th of each month. 


HE Cameraman’s Society, well organised and with a 

( painstaking and hard-working hon. seeretary (Kenneth 
Gordon, of Pathé has been doing 
excellent work since its inception. One of its coming activities 
will be an agitation for badges for its members, and to secure 


Messrs. Fréres), 


recognition for these badges by the police authorities every- 
where. At present special permits have to be obtained for 
every scone filmed in the Metropolitan area, and this has been 
found to be equally troublesome to the producer and the 
authorities. 


An ‘ Artistic ’’ Touch. 
= Frank Grainger, one of our oldest 
and most efficient of British camera- 


men, and now with Artistic on the 
W. W. Jacobs series, did a big 


artistic stunt in filming ‘‘ The Head of 
the Family,’’ shown to the trade last 


month, In a scene where the lovers 
are together in the orchard in the 
winter period, with a backgroud 


showing the trees bare of foliage, the 
audience were suddenly amazed to 
notice that the scene changed, as_ if 
by magic, and following the vision of, the young couple of a 
happy future, to a gorgeously lovely spring effect, with the 
trees in full blossom and the ground carpeted by flowers. Then 
the fade-back to the original scene. 
the audience fully realised the artistic touch—and then the 
applause was hearty and long. Grainger is now turning for 
“The Skipper’s Wooing.” 


Frank GRAINGER, 


It was some seconds before 


The Ubiquitous ‘‘ Shooter.’’ 

I. B. Schoedsack, one of America’s champion cameramen, 
representing the Selznick News in Europe, has travelled some 
7,000 miles in the last four months. He covered the Cannes 
Conference; then to the battlefields of Northern France, then 
the waring factions in Belfast, Ireland; prominent American 
tourists in France were snapped; then back to the Riviera, 
where many important sporting events occurred 
many feet of exposed negative. 


calling for 
The Conclave in Rome, where 
the new Pope was elected, called for his presenee; he received 
a cable from the New York editorial office to get pictures of 
C. W. Morse, big steamship magnate, who was taken in custody 
in La Havre, France, by French officials acting under orders 
from Washington. The wedding of Princess Mary and Viscount 
Laseelles at Buckingham Palace saw the industrious Schoedsack 
on the job. He followed the royal troupe to Florence, Italy, where 
exclusive shots of the honeymoon were taken. The much 
discussed Genoa Conference found him snapping Lloyd George, 
Abe Russtan and French delegations, as well as the German 


representative. Some shooter! 
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Moses in Ireland. 

Al. Moses is in Ireland turning for Irish Photoplays, and 
under contract to film six The first is entitled 
“Casey's Millions,”’ from the,story by Jack MacDonagh, who is 
The 
company claim that the Irish climate is superior to Los Angeles, 
and that the finest photography is possible. Well, Al. Moses 
will see to that, for he is A.L. on the job, and he has also worked 
at Hollywood, so his opinion on the first contention will be of 
some value, 


comedies. 


not only responsible for the scenario but is directing. 


Al. writes that he is going strong, but sometimes 
Inisses a run round to the club! 


Kodak Colour Process. 

The Eastman Kodak Company has patented a new process 
by which it can make colour prints suitable for projection in 
any projector, for use as close-ups and special scenes in motion 
picture productions, The company considers that this process, 
which is a two-colour one, is especially suitable for close-ups, 
and while no doubt with experience a wider field of use will 
be found for the process, at the present time only a limited 
amount of work can be done, and at first its use will be confined 
to close-ups. Negatives must be made upon special film with a 
special camera and by a system of lighting which has been 
worked out. This lighting is entirely practical for close-ups 
and gives about three times the amount of light usually employed 
in black and white work. 


Camera Uses. 

One of the most remafkable of camera developments in 
recent times has been the slow-motion process. To the picture- 
going public it has been a revelation, and has provided good 
entertainment always. Indeed, the humorous side of the slow 
movement has appealed very much to a section of the public, 
and pictures of athletes, horse racing, etc., have been imnicnsely 
diverting. But it is proving of far greater value in the direction 
of scientific research, particularly in the hospitals and in medical 
circles, The Government are using the process in a number 
of intricate and delicate matters, and its importance was only 
quite recently emphasised in one of Georges Carpentier’s fights, 
and set at rest, without question, the correctness of a blow 
which had been seriously questioned. 


The Little Blue Glass. 

The blue glass is one of the latest devices in the studio. Its 
use is lucidly and humorously explained by Glen MacWilliams, 
cameraman to the Jackie Coogan Co. He says: ‘* The blue 
glass has been the source of much amusement to one which 
really understands its purpose. For instance, I receive a 
tremendous amount of entertainment when, as I start ‘ lighting 
up’ my set, the assistant director will walk out, whip out his 
blue glass and very seriously gaze about the set and walk away. 
Then the property man will come along and peer through the 
little glass—each carrying his own, mind you. And last, but 
far from least, some of the extras will jauntily appear beside 
me, carefully extract their blue glass and gaze through it for 
several minutes, place it back in their vest pockets and saunter 
off with the blue glass ‘ blues.’ If I were not fully aware of 
my knowledge with the blue glass, at times, I confess, I would 
not know whether I were coming or going. 
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THE FILM RENTER 


» AND.. 


MOVING PICTURE 
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The Last Word in Orchestration. 


THE JARDINE 
ORCHESTRAL ORGAN 


HE Instrument that MUST have a 
place in every up-to-date Kinema 
GO AND HEAR IT AT THE 


STOLL PICTURE THEATRE, LONDON. 


It is a surprise and revelation of amazing 
musical possibilities in full orchestration or 
accompaniment. ‘‘ JARDINE” Orchestral 
Organs are already installed at the following 
Kinemas :— 
THE STOLL PICTURE THEATRE 

(The London Opera House), 

KINGSWAY, LONDON. 

GLOBE SUPER KINEMA, ACTON. 
WATERLOO PICTURE PALACE, BLACKPOOL. 
PALACE PICTURES, ACCRINGTON. 


Write for full details :- 


JARDINE & CO., LTD., 


ORGAN BUILDERS & TONE SPECIALISTS, 


OLD TRAFFORD, MANCHESTER. 
Established over 100 years, 


=a 


its 


NEWS. 


The Independent Trade Paper 


WHICH CRITICISES 
WITH FEARLESS 
IMPARTIALITY, 


The Trade Paper that 
is Always 
FIRST with the News. 


SOTTO PL CUOMO UCU POPELOG OPO OOOO POO EO OO TODOT EVO OT AAUOTONTOTTTO THIET ETI TN TUTE ITIT TTA IT TNT TTT TTT 


UVOAVEACAEAUAANOUOQEGAOCOVOOEOOOOOONEOUOGUOOEAUAGOOCOUOUEOEOUOEOENUOOTOUOUEOUEUTOUEOOOUUOOOOOUOOUOQUOUOAUOOEOOOOOOOOOUUOUEONODEOEOOUOUOGUOUE UA EEEOTOOEOUIUNT 


GILLINGS KINEMA ENTERPRISES, 


MANCHESTER: LIVERPOOL: 
87 & 89 Corporation Street. Sun Chambers, 5 Cases Street. 


Represented by Jim Cooper, Manchester 3 Arthur Richards, Liverpool. 


NOW BOOKING: 


The Super-Film “A SOUL IN TORMENT.” 

18 JOY WHEEL COMEDIES, Billy Fletcher and 
Viola Joy. 

“ROCKS OF LIFE” featuring Beryl Ibsen, 


COMING : 


“LOVE THAT LIVES” and 
“HEARTS DIVIDED.” 


EVERY TYPE OF ACCESSORY. 
ALL BRANDS OF CARBONS. 


Google 


July 29, 1922. 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS (Technical Supplement). 


XVil. 


THE NECESSITY FOR HIGH-GRADE 
PRINTING. 


The Fine Quality Work of the American Company. 


OOD and expert film printing is just as much a necessity 
G to the success of the picture show and the satisfaction 

of its patrons as is the projection, lighting and comfort- 
able seating. A bad print is at once fatal to efficient work, 
irritates both operator and audience, and causes unnecessary 
expense to the management. In a word, good quality prints 
are always a big asset to the show. It is, therefore, highly 
gratifying to know that we have in the film world of Great 
Britain a company which makes quality the keynote of its 
work, and efficient service the foundation of its success. 


American Company’s Fine Work. 

The American Company is the premier English concern 
specialising in negative developing and positive printing. It has 
nearly 12 years’ experience to its credit, and its organisation has 
been built up with the purpose of achieving excellence and 
making the desire for excellence a habit. With laboratories 
equipped with the most up-to-date plant, the American 
Company stands pre-eminently with its compeers as 
the concern which gives the fullest value in its work. And its 
staff of highly trained employees, with each department con- 
trolled by experts, form a very tangible part of its organisation 
and an invaluable asset to its numerous clientele. 


A Popular Feature. 
A popular feature at their Wardour Strect offices is the agsist- 
ance to camera-men in the provision of a dark-room into which 


the negative boxes can be unloaded. This has been proved to 
be of great convenience to producing companies operating away 
irom their base. It inavy also be of interest to know that the 
American Company can supply first-class camera-men at any 
tine, either for studio or topical work, or both. 


High Praise from the Experts. 


Naturally, the American Company hag an extensive collection 
of appreciative communications on the general excellence of its 
work, Mr. Stuart Blackton, in his great picture, ‘* The 
Glorious Adventure,’’ in which he used the Prizma colour process, 
had all his developing done at the American Company’s labora- 
tories, preparatory to the printing under special process in 
Aniericn. Mr. Bryant Washburn, who produced the picture, 
* The Road to London" in this country, spoke very highly of 
the excellent work done by the American Company. He says: 
** Believe me, I shall take great pleasure in recommending your 
organisation to any American producers who contemplate the 
making of films in your country.”’ 


The American Company, with its excellent reputation for high- 
class work- real quality prints—has the satisfaction of knowing 
that ite policy has been, and is now being, substantially - 
endorsed by the foremost producers, renters and exhibitors in 
Great Britain. 


AN AFTERNOON AT THE F.B.O. UPHOL- 


STERING 


ce OTHING succeeds like success,’’ says the old adage, 

and this was amply demonstrated one afternoon last 

week when a member of the staff of THE Firm RENTER 
paid a visit to the Upholstering Department of Film Booking 
Offices at £0, Dean Street, W. Through the courtesy of Mr. 
J. A. Clozenberg and Mr. I.. Lazarus, our representative was 
afforded the opportunity of witnessing the manufacture of the 
firni:’s famous theatre tip-up chairs from start to finish. It 
was a most interesting experience. 


First-class Workmanship. 

At the commencement the material for the frames, which con- 
sists of bone-dry wood, is carcfully selected, with perfect joints 
and dwelling, and made on the principle of first-class cabinet 
work. They then undergo a fine cleaning up, French polishing 
(no varnishing), and are ready for the upholsterer. The up- 
holstering is very superior work, such as is scen in high-class 
settees and easy chairs, and only the finest web, twine, springs, 
hessian, hair flock and fibre are used. The firm are very proud 
of their staff in this department, who consist of the good, old- 
fashioned upholsterers (no connection whatever with what are 
termed ‘' stuffers "’), and who fairly revel in superior work. 
Indeed. this good work is seen in the lowest-priced goods turned 
out, and is a characteristic feature he busin 


O gle At the time 


WORKS. 


of inspection the department had just turned out a three-piece 
snite, two easy chairs with settee, covered with a handsome 
Chinese pattern silk, made to the order of 8 well-known firm of 
house turnishers. For design, quality and workmanship, this 
furniture cannot be beaten. 


A Triumph of Organisation. 

Another characteristic of the firm is one which meets with 
unqualified approval from clients and customers in the provinces. 
All chairs in transit are handled entirely by the staff of the 
department, loaded into railway trucks, unloaded at destination 
and fixed in the theatre, the whole work from start. to finish 
heing a triumph of organisation. Mr. Clozenberg showed us 
many letters of appreciation of this good and efficient work. 
One client wrote: ‘‘I am more than satisfied with the chairs 
you have supplied, and will be pleased to show them to any 
possible purchaser you may send along. I am giving theatre 
proprietors and others interested in theatre furnishing the benefit 
of this experience, and am sure they will profit by it... . I 
would ask those who contemplate seating or re-covering their 
present seating to entrust their orders to your firm, for I am 
satisfied that I have got the very best material and workmanship 
possible, und regard the new ceating as a great asset to my 
theatre.”’ 
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: Manchester’s New Super Kinema. 


The Piccadilly Picture House opens on Monday—The Finest Kinema 
and Rendezvous in the North of England. 


Se ee 


FTER many trials and tribulations due to building 
A restrictions and other causes, the Piccadilly Picture 
House will formally be opened on Monday next at 
2-15 p.m. Situated as it is, what is now one of Manchester's 
most p’eturesque spots, it dominates the whole of Piccadilly. At 
the same time the architects, Messrs. P. Hothersall and Co., of 
Manchester, have produced an clevation which is quite in har- 
mony with the other structures in the locality. A commendable 
restraint has been exercised and the result is a structure which 
is both striking and dignified, as will be from the 
illustration. 


seell 


The Entrances. 


There are two main double doors of handsome design giving 
access to a cool and chastely decorated entrance hall. Here are 
installed two 
automaticket 
machines with a 
range of five dif- 


ferently priced 
tickets. 

The stalls are 
on the same 
level, while two 
attractive  stair- 
cases run from 


the hall to the , 
circle and upper 
circle. Also 
there are two 
Waygood - Otis 
lifts running 
from the base- 
ment to the ceil- 
ing. The audi- 
torium itself is a 
revelation.  Be- 
ing practically 
square, it gives 
scope for an im- 
posing sweep of 
seating, impart- 
ing an impression 
of. spaciousness 
which is en- 
hanced by the 
height of the 


building, The 
circle itself will! 


seat about one 
thousand, and 
either from the 
front or back is 
truly imposing. 
The upper circle, 
or balcony, gives 
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Front View or MancHEster’s New Super KINEMA. 


a clear and unrestricted view of the screen, and should be 
immensely popular, as it will certainly prove the best location 
in the house for the music. 


The Furnishings. 


The seats (about 2,400) and carpets have been supplied by the 
well-known firm of Messrs. Goodall. The seats are of the ‘tub’ 
variety and are upholstered in sage green silk tapestry through- 
out. The carpeting is of two shades of wine colour, and is bright 
yet restful. A novelty in seating is a kind of settee te accommo- 
date two people. Lounge chairs and couches are tastefully 
arranged in the two foyers behind the circle and baleony, and 
on the landings of the staircases. The plaster work is very 
neatly done, and the special decorating is exceedingly tasteful. 
Messrs. Martyn (Cheltenham) and Ashby Tabbs, Ltd. (Liver- 
pool), — respee- 
tively, were res- 
ponsible. The 
proscenium is of 
a fluted design, 
arched over the 
screen, 

The _ lighting 
scheme ie aie 
effective, the 
shades through- 
out being novel 
and distinctive. 


The Grand 

Organ. 

The contract 
was given to one 
of the best of the 
English makers, 
Ernest Wads.- 
worth, Ltd., of 
Manchester, and 
we must admit 
that they have 
upheld their high 
reputation, 

The | instru- 
ment consists of 
four manuals and 
an independent 
pedal organ, and 
is placed in two 
chambers behind 
the sereen, no 
part being visible 
except the con- 
sole, which is, of 
course, situated 
in the orchestra. 
The action is on 
Original from 
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the most up-to-date form of tabular pneumatics, giving perfect 
** touch ’’ and instantaneous response. 

All four manual departments, as well as part of the pedal 
organ, are enclosed in swell boxes, the louvres being operated 
pneumatically by balanced pedals, and there is also a balanced 
crescendo pedal governing the entire organ, making five eres- 
cendo pedals in all. The organ is blown by a‘ Discus ’? rotary 
blower driven by a seven horse-power motor situated in’ the 
basement. 

The console is a magnificent example of Fuglish workmanship ; 
the case is made of finely polished mahogany, while the key 
frames and fittings are of oak and mahogany, ebonised, the 
whole giving an exceedingly rich but chaste effect. 

Tho stops of the organ, instead of being governed by the old- 
fashioned draw-knobs, are operated by stop keys of a very nevt 
design. 

There are fifty-two speaking stops on the organ, supplied with 
compressed air from nine large reservoirs at pressures varying 
from three and a half to twelve inches in the water gauge. These 
stops are augmented by nincteen coupling registers, giving an 
unlimited number of combinations and effects. The tonal 
resources of the instrument are obviously large, but these are 
reinforced by a variety of orchestral effects—for example, 
Westminster Chimes, Glockenspiel, triangle, cymbals, drums 
(both roll and tap), thunder pedal, sleigh bells, gong, ete.—thus 
giving the instrument all the powers of a full orchestra. 


Fresh Air. 


Two large fans, each driven) by a 30-horse-power electric 
motor situated in the sub-basement below the Café, are the 
beginning of the plant which performs this remarkable fent. 
These fans draw in the necessary air from a special area, when 
it is passed through a sereen in which a water jet is continuously 
playing. thus ensuring that the air is absolutely free from 
cither the slightest particle of dirt or any disagreeable odours. 
The surplus moisture in the air resulting from this passage 
through the jet is disposed of by special baffles at the rear. 
Both the tempering and heating batteries are provided with 
valves so that any graduation of heat can be obtained, The 
eir is then conducted throughout the building by galvanised ‘iron 
ducts which are also provided with valves, so that the whole 
power of the plant can be turned on to any one part of the 
building if desired. 

There is also a battery of tour cast-iron boilers, each eleven 
sections Jong and controlled independently by shut-off valves. 
From the main boiler headers branch circulations are run to 
all the offices and shops on the premises, as well as to the 
corridors, Foyer, and Rendezvous, with, of course, facilities 
for independent regulation. From these boilers also is drawn 
the hot water for the heating and tempering batteries. 
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Projection Room. 

This is a fine. large room which, by reason of its size and 
ventilation, will greatly aid the efficiency of projection. Two 
Kalee Indomitable No. 6 machines have been installed, supplied 
by Mesers, Weisker and supervised by Mr. H. Claughton. This 
is a striking testimonial to the standing of this machine. The 
lenses are Dalmeyer series XXIL The distribution board, curtain 
control, and dimmer have been made by the well-known 
Manchester firm of Austin Walters and Co. 

The vacuum plant, whieh is by Messrs. Dodd Bros., 
Manchester, is on the suction duet principle. These ducts 
follow the line of the walls, hidden from view, with inlet plugs 
at intervals, 


The Management. 


Mr. Charles Ogden, the managing director, will be in full 
control, He is one of the oldest exhibitors in the North, and 
his numerous successful halls guarantee efficiency in the running 
of this house, 

Mr. G. H. Barrasford, the manager of the house. is the son 
of the late Thomas Barrasford, who at one time owned or 
controlled over twenty music halls. He acted as general 
manager of this cicuit, booking the acts and exercising control 
local nanagers. Although only thirty-three, he is old 
in the business, having run the first continuous picture show 
in London in 1206. He has been twiee to America, where his 
experience of exploitation was largely gained. 


over 


He has previously been associated with Mr. Ogden at the 
Queen's, Longsight, Manchester, and hag returned North from 
the King’s Playhouse, Chelsea. He has brought with him as 
publicity manager Mr. H. Carson, who has for many vears been 
connected with kinema publicity. There is a big field for Mr. 
Carson, which he will undoubtedly exploit. 


The musie will be under the direction of Mr. Joseph Muscant, 
who has left the New Gallery Kinera to come to Manchester. 
The main orchestra will be comprised of seventeen players, 
the smaller band being ten in number. An organist worthy 
of the instrument is to be appointed, 


Other Attractions. 


Under the theatre are two spacious restaurants, which will 
ereatly add to the appeal of the theatre in due course. It has 
not. however, been possille to get these ready in time for the 
opening of the picture house. These rooms will be available 
for special dinners and dances. Above the hall offices are being 
crected, 

Messrs. H. Matthews and Sons (Builders), Ltd., Manchester, 
Were the main contractors, Messrs. Lambourne and Co., Ltd., 
(rortun, being responsible for the stec] work. 


THE SIMPLEX PROJECTOR. 


T is claimed fcr the Simplex projector that it is the only 
I machine in which the position of the shutter can be 
adjusted while the machine is running. Many vears’ 
experience has proved that the Simplex shows a perfeet picture 
with a light that is kind to the eves. This is an important asset 
ty anv theatre. A’ projection, whether from front or back, that 
offends the eye is fatal, and picture-gocrs are fully alive to the 
impertance of good and efficient screening. The Simplex has 
won, and is winning every day, the highest praise for its 
steadiness and reliability, and occupies first place in the world 
of motion picture projection. 

Ample evidence of this has recently been furnished. When 
D. W. Griffith staged ‘“ Way Down Mast at the Empire 
Theatre, London, he saw to it that the Simplex machines were 
duly and properly installed, with the most satisfactory results. 
The same preeedure oceurred when the recent season of 
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“Orphans of the Storin’? was arranced at the New Scala 
Theatre. It is well known that Griffith uses the Simplex in 
all his exhibition enterprises in) America. In addition, the 
Simplex machines have been recently installed at the following 
theatres; The Rivoli, Whitechapel Road (a description of which 
appears in another part of the Supplement): the Seala, Leeds: 
Theatre Royal, Manchester: and the Coronet, Birmingham. 
Among numerous smaller houses in which the Simplex is to 
be found is the Palace, Tralee, Treland. 


Messrs. J. Frank Brockliss, Ltd., who have taken over control 
from the Imperial Company, are the sole concessionaires for 
Great Britain, and all information and particulars can be 
obtained at 167-169, Wardour Street, London, W.1. Mr. J. 
Krank Brockliss has been associated with the Simplex since its 
intreduction to this country, and the management of the 
technical department is in the capable hands of Mr, H. FB. 
Stephens, who was connected with the Imperial Co., and has 
now joined Mr. Breekliss. 
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MORE LIGHT ON THE PICTURE. 


The Taylor-Hobson Kinema Lens. 


HERE can be very little doubt that light efficiency in pro- 
jection has assumed a wider importance during the last 
few years than it has ever done before. The manager 

is constantly erving ‘ Better light’? for the bigger and better 
pictures he is screening, for he knows only too well that unless 
his presentation is optically perfect the show is a failure. He is, 
therefore, keen in his welcome of new and improved patents in 
the direction of the brighter picture. 


A New Kinema Projection Lens. 

The new Taylor-Hobson kinema projection lens, embodying 
a new principle, claims to transmit 52 per cent. more light than 
any other make entering the standard 21-16 jacket. The glasses 
are the largest that can be placed in the jacket, while a patented 
formula makes it possible to bring the back-glass close up to 
the gate. The whole of the light passing through the gate, 
therefore, enters the lens and reaches the screen. None of it 
is lst, as with ordinary projection lenses working at a distance 
from the film. The losses of light by reflection inside the lens 
are reduced to a minimum, because there are but four reflecting 
surfaces. Moreover, loss of light by absorption is negligible, 
because the optical glass used is of the highest grade. 


A further advantage is that the back and front portions are 
fitted with different threads, so that it is impossible to screw 
them to the tube incorrectly after cleaning. The lens itself is 
beautifully made and finished. The increased clearness and 
brightness of the picture is the primary advantage; secondly, a 
big saving is effected in lighting charges. 


A Big Saving Effected. 


Messrs. Taylor, Taylor and Hobson, Ltd., of 74, Newman 
Street, W.1,the proprietors of the new lens, have received ample 
and appreciative testimony that their claims to better lighting 
and lower costs are undoubted, and many exhibitors are availing 
thenselves of the opportunity to secure these advantages. An 
instance in point: The new lens was installed at the Scala 


Theatre immediately the season for the new Griffith picture. 
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* Orphans of the Storm."’ was decided on. In quite a number 
of leading kinemas, in town and country, the new model has 
heen installed with great success, including the Blue Halls, 
fKinetina House and others. In one London theatre, it is 
declared that not only is the light vastly improved, but a saving 
in cost of electric current of nearly £2 per week has been 
effected, 


A POPULAR 


PROJECTOR. 


Power's Cameragraph No. 6. 


YERE is very little doubt that in the wonderful progress 
made during the past few years on the technical side of 
kinematography, very solid advancement has been made 

in the perfection of the projecting machine. Experiments by 
experts have been conducted at heavy cost, both of time and 
money, in the endeavour to eliminate, first, the objectionable. 
flicker, and the projection of a perfectly steady picture; and, 
secondly, the provision of devices to prevent undue wear on 
the film, and to ensure absolute safety in the handling of in- 
flammable celluloid films. 


The Power’s Cameragraph. 

It is claimed for Power’s Cameragraph, No. 6 (English Model) 
that it carries all these improvements, and is Held to be the 
highest standard of moving pieture machine construction. The 
machine is designed on a solid basis, the main frame casting in 
one piece, the gears are of a large diameter ard wide face, and 
the whole will give long and constant service without perceptible 
wear upon the moving parts. Another important improvement 
effected is the elimination of all adjustments not absolutely 
necessary, which has made for simplification and efficiency. 
Standardisation is also secured, and this is of vast moment in 
high-speed machinery, and .in connection with the supply of 
spare parts. Optically, the machine is practieally perfect, being 
fitted with what is generally known as a fixed optical centre, 
which allows the illuminant to repose in one position, irrespec- 
tive of the amount of masking necessary. 


A New Phase of Kinematography. 
A new phase of kinematography has heen perfected with 
Power’s No, 6, and that is rear projection. 
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For many years, 


and indeed until quite recently, when the newer patents and 
devices came into being, it was generally held that projection 
from behind the screen was altogether unsatisfactory in respect 
to securing a perfectly steady picture. It is now claimed that 
this machine particularly adapts itself to this method, because it 
embodies all the essential details. It is provided with a fixed 
optical centre, obviating any movement of the illuminant upon 
racking or masking the film. The particularly rapid action of 
the. intermittent movement allows the use of a narrow angle 
shutter, which passes the maximum amount of light without 
flicker, and extremely short focus lenges can be used, as the 
gate is constructed that the lens does not interfere with the 
threading of the machine. 


The following advantages are claimed for rear projection : 


(a) The elimination of the beam of Tight traversing the audi- 
torium, which has always been a souree of annovance to 
patrons, 


(hb) The possibility of greater illumination of the auditorium, 
dispensing with the necessity of torches. 


(¢) The picture naturally ‘‘ stands out ’’ to greater depth, 
owing to the light ravs travelling towards instead of away 
from the audience. 


It is asserted, with some confidence, that rear projection will 
largely supersede the present svstem, especially in the new and 
capacious kinemak. 


Messrs, Walturdaw Co., Ltd., are the sole exclusive agents for 
the British Isles, and over 5,000 machines have been sold in 
the United Kingdom. 
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C.E.A. MEETING. 


An Agenda of Small Matters Discussed. 


the North-Western Branch of the CcE.A., and the 
avenda several items of interest and 
importance. 


6 ial was a good attendance at the monthly meeting of 


contained 


The P.R.S. Seating Form. 

Communications were read by the Secretary which had been 
received from the general secretary of the Association with 
regard to (a) a report of the Standing Committee of the K.R.S. 
and the C.M.A. respecting damage to films by operators, (b) re 
the PRS 

Mdeduan Trounson stated that after a great dzal of difficulty 
a number of cases had been settled by him. The society had 
informed him that no other eases would now be considered, and 
that any members who had not entered into the C.M.A.'s agree. 
ment with them would have to pay their fee on a basis of the 
seating form sent out by the P.R.S. 

A letter was read from the Union of Boys’ 
permission to show a film of the work of the clubs on the 
sereens, After some it was decided to raise no 
objection to any individual member showing the picture if 
he desired to do so. 


Clubs asking for 


discussion 


Safe Floor Loads. 

The Secretary read an advertisement that had appeared in 
the Liverpool Press respecting the Liverpool Corporation Act, 
1921, drawing the attention of owners of places of public resort, 
ete., to the fact that before October 1 forms had to be filled 
in showing particulars of safe loads per superficial feet which 
the floors of such buildings are capable of carrying. The 
secretary was instructed te send the particulars to Mr, Norman 
Hart for his opinion thereon. He was also requested to place 
the matter on the agenda for the next meeting for discussion, 


E.T.U. Protest. 


The secretary of the F.T.U. 
settling a cand of conditions 


wrote objecting to the branch 
without first’ consulting the 


Conciliation Board, It was pointed out by several mombere 
that no such Board now existed, notice having been given some 
time ago terminating any agrecment whatever with that Union. 
Consideration of the question of the future relationship with 
the F..T.U. was ordered to be placed on the next agenda. The 
mecting also agreed to send the following reply to the secretary 
of tho F.T.U.: *t That we have nothing further to add to our 
previous communication, and, as previously intimated, the termg 
of the card fixed by the Association stand.” 


Resolution Revised. 


The Chairman referred to the question of charitable collections, 
and said he would like the wording of the resolution passed 
at the last meeting altered. .With that object the following 
resolution was adopted: ** That no member may slides 
or films (other than the usual trade announcements or films), 
or permit collections to be made from his patrons, or lend his 
hall gratuitously for meetings unless an application has been 
sent by the organisation concerned to the secretary, duly com- 
municated to each member by him seven days in advance, and 
approved by a majority of the members present at a regular 
meeting of the branch.” 


show 


The President’s Thanks. 


The President expressed his best thanks to the chairman, 
committee, and secretaries who had had charge of the arrange- 
ments for the Summer Conference. A number of complimentary 
letters had been received. A sum of £5, it was reported, had 
been collected on the Chester trip for the C.M.B. Fund. 

The members expressed great disappointment at the Chan- 
eellor of the Exchequer’s failure to make any abatement. in 
the Entertainment Tax. The matter, it was pointed out, was 
being pursued further, and would be dealt with in the report 
stage of the Finance Bill, and, it was hoped, successfully, 

The Secretary produced a pamphlet of recommendations from 
the various branches the Standard Contract, and the 
proceedings terminated. 

‘ 
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FRAUDULENT FILM BUSINESS. 


Scottish Schemer Sentenced. 


N Edinburgh Court a middle-aged man, Peter Robert 
I Mackenzie, was brought before Sheriff Creole last week 
charged with obtaining money by pretending to dispose of 

an interest in pretended kinema businesses, 

In July of last year at Dundee he informed a bookkecper that 
he was carrying on kinema exhibitions in the City Hall, Perth, 
and In the City Hall, Paisley, and wanted a partner to invest 
£50 in the undertakings. He promised the bookkeeper 25 per 
cent. of the net profits and a <alary of £5 per exhibition week 
in addifion to the return of his .£50 at the termination of the 
exhibitions. Tn this way he induced the PEERED to nae him 
£50. 

Later, he made similar representations, promising one man an 
equal share of the profits of the Perth business, and obtaining 
another £50, He presented a similar project to a miner, and 
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induced him to part with £100 for investment in connection with 
both businesses. . 

Mackenzie, after the frauds were committed, went to Canada, 
and, recently, a gentleman in Toronto, who had been defrauded 
out of a sum of money, addressed inquiries to the police in 
Edinburgh, asking if they knew of the whereabouts of a man 
he described. © It appeared that the man whom the gentleman 
was inquiring after was the same person as was wanted in this 
country, The Edinburgh police made renewed investigations, 
and accused was apprehended. 

Two previous convictions of a minor nature were recorded 
against Mackenzie, who was sent to prison for eight months. 
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By arrangement with Messrs. C.C. Displays Ltd., 
anchester, _ 


Curry’ss Exclusives Ltd., 


18, Long Millgate, Manchester, and 
67b, Briggate, Leeds, 


Will present to Yorkshire and Lincolnshire Exhibitors 


Seven First-class Super Films 


The Second of which is 


Tue INTERLOPER 


Featuring KITTY GORDON. : 


a 
—_——_ — 


TRADE SHOW: 
Wednesday August 2, at 2-15 p.m. 
AT THE : 

Yorkshire Cinema Exchange, Leeds 


All enquiries to :— 


Mr. W. J. TENNANT, CURRY’S EXCLUSIVES, Ltd., 


BON MARCHE CHAMBERS, 67b BRIGGATE, LEEDS. 
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IN SCOTLAND. 


(By our Glasgow Correspondent). 


Dunfermline Alhambra’s New Manager—Burns’ Banks and Braes—Rob Roy 
Casualties—Round the Town—Auld Reekie. 


ONGRATULATIONS to Mr. W. N. Bryson on his appoint- 

C ment ‘as the new manager of the Alhambra Theatre at 

Dunfermline. For nearly three years Mr. Bryson has 

been associated with the A. B. King Circuit Offices in Mitchell 

Street, Glasgow, and he is highly popular with all branches of 

the trade. I feel sure that he will give an excellent account of 
himself in his new and important position. 


Burns’ Banks and Braes. 


Mr. Travers and his Gaumont camera-men have now com- 
pleted a notable 2,000 feet film, entitled ‘*A Tour Through the 
Land of Burns,”’ and this should certainly prove a striking 
attraction with Scots all over the world. With characteristic 
thoroughness Mr. Travers has paid great attention to detail, and 
he tells me that all the titles and sub-titles have been gone over 
and corrected by Mr. Taylor Gibb (the eminent authority on 
Burns's works). 


Calling a Halt. 


A goodly number of firms have now called a halt as far as 
their trade shows are concerned owing to the holiday season, 
but only a few weeks will have to elapse before there is all the 
old-time liveliness in this respect. Mr. Ebeling (of Pathé’s) is 
ore of those who has stopped trade shows for the moment, but 
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he tells me that he has some big things coming along soon— 
including “ Trouble,” as the next Jackie Coogan enterprise. 


Rob Roy Casualties. 


I got confirmation from Will Kellino this week of the fact 
that the big fight in ‘‘ Rob Roy’’ was so fiercely fought that 
first aid had to be rendered to no less than 15 players. For- 
tunately, Kellino had such an 
eventuality. To get realism into the fight, Nellino conceived the 
cute idea of giving local rivalry full play and, I understand, the 
men from Stirling arrived on the morning of the big day, 
thoroughly determined to show that they were better men than 
the lads from Glasgow. 


made suitable provision for 


Four companies of Argyle and Suther- 
land Highlanders took part, led by their officers, one of whom, 
Captain Stuart, got a nasty cut over the eye during what he 
when a hundred or more 
of the fighters were Jammed in the great gateway of the specially 
erected castle. 


’ 


described as a‘ hot five minutes,”’; 


The North Star. 


Kellino was cloquent on local talent, especially that of the 
women, and declares there is a score of possible film stars >in 
In fact, he save, he has 
never seen experienced pkivers give greater realism than .many 
local people did in the fire and fight scenes. Froin all I can 
hear, ** Rob Roy’ looks like taking the honours of the year for 
action and excitement. Kellino will be three weeks on interiors 
in London before the picture is finished. 


Aberfoyle and neighbouring villages, 


Round the Town. 


Fresh from their ‘* Rob Roy" filming, Mr. Peter Hawthorne 
and Miss Gladys Jennings recently made a round of some of 
our city and suburban cinemas, and I hear that these talented 
artistes received a great reception from the various audiences. 
Messrs. Gaumont tell me that they are highly satisfied with the 
* Rob Roy " scenes shot in Scotland, and both Mr. Hawthorne 
and Miss Jennings are given a special pat on the back. 


Auld Reekie. 

Already the C.E.A. General Council meeting, which is to be 
held at Edinburgh in September is, like all) coming events, 
casting its shadow before. In this case the shadow is of a very 
sunshiny character, and T hear that a great time socially is in 
store for the delegates, travelling north, Edinburgh (I may 
perhaps add) always looks at its best in the ninth month of the 
year. 


Application was made at Southend Police Court on Tuesday by 
the Tivoli and Strand kinemas for permission to perform 
orchestral music on Sundays between the hours of 8 and 10 p-m, 
After hearing the case argued, the applications were eventually 
adjourned for a week. 


Douglas Fairbanks enacts the leading réle of Bill Brooks in 
‘“One of the Blood,” the new Allied Artists feature, and is a 
young man with an unquenchable thirst for thrills. A fire rescue 
from a New York tenement, a revolution invelving the presence 
of hundreds of mounted cavalry, and a thrilling Mexican raid, 
are some of the high lights of ‘t One of the Blood,’’ 


Original from 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Tes THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


‘TRADE IN 


July 29, 1922. 


BARROW & DISTRICT. 


_(By our own Correspondent.) 


Re-opening the Tivoli—Ulverston Hall’s New Manager—Too Much Rain. 


NEW development has arisen in connection with the 
Tivoli Theatre, Barrow-in-Furness, which, after having 
been closed for a few months, is about to be reopened 

under entirely new management. The building has been taken 
over by Mr. J. Brennan, of Barrow, whose enterprise proves 
that he is no pessimist as to the future state of the trade of 
the town, although it is unhappily at a low ebb at present. 


Ulverston Hall’s New Manager. 

The Victoria Palace at Ulverston is also under new manage- 
ment, Mr. A. Cheminais being now in charge. The management 
claim that this picture house is the ‘* cleanest, coolest, and 
undoubtedly the most comfortable place of entertainment in 
the district.”” Ina circular sent out it is stated that ‘' all defects 
in the operating that occurred under the old regime have been 
appear when filmed. Tt was as exhilarating as a first night, 
she afterwards said, and wildly exciting. 


be 


Too Much Rain. 


‘Rain is frequently weleomed by the kinema manager, but the 
manager of a Barrow theatre who discovered the portion railed 
off for the orchestra flooded with water after a night’s heavy 
downpour thinks that you can have too much of a good thing. 
The piano was actually immersed two feet, and it was only by 
hard work with buckets that the manager and two operators 
succeeded in getting the place dry for the evening performance. 
An urgent complaint brought the Borough Surveyor to the scene, 
and steps have been taken to prevent a similar occurrence in 
the future, 


Attractive. 


, 


The well-boomed picture, ‘‘ When London Sleeps,’’ was shown 
at the Gaiety Theatre, Barrow, this weck. and attracted splendid 


business. 


A BILL OF DIVORCEMENT. 


Miss Clemence Dane’s Experience in Studio. 
HF. authoress of ‘* A Bill of Divoreement ’’ has recently 
been spending some hours at the studios of Ideal Films, 
Ltd., watching the filming of her famous play. The 
other day she was shown privately some of the scenes as they 
appear when filmed. It was an exhilarating as.a first night, 
she afterwards said, and wildly exciting, } 

Miss Dane also had the experience of seeing herself on the 
screen for the first time, in company with Miss Constance 
Binney, fhe American actress, who has! been brought over 
speciaily fo play the part of the daughter in the film. | She was 
somewhat taken aback at first at this novel experience, although 
she looked so thoroughly at home on the silver sheet that nobody 
would have guessed that it was her film début, and the two 
ladies certainly made a charming picture together, 

Miss Clemence Dane states that she has received hundreds of 
letters from all over the country about ‘f A Till of Pivorcement,” 
and the acute questions it raises. Some of these she describes 


as most pathetic ‘t human documents,’’ written by people in 
similar cireumstances to those depicted in her drama, 


$ : 


Miss Clemence ‘Dane, the authoress of ‘‘ A Bill of Divorce- 

ment,’ in company with Miss Constance Binney, the American 

film artiste, who was. brought over specially. from America. to 

play the part of the daughter, Sydney Fairfield, in the screen 
version. 
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IN THE FROZEN NORTH. 


ScENE From ‘‘ IsorEn.”’ 


“100,000 Francs on the Red!” 


Tes Salles de la Fortune— 
Casino—Monte Carlo— 
Crowds at the tables— 
Desperate spendthrifts— 
Idle rich—system players — 
Hopefully timid— 
Takes -~adventuresses— 
The croupier’s ery— 
** Faites vos jeux!’’ 
Insidious sounds— 
tustling bills—elinking chips- 
Fateful dropping ball— 
** 100,000 on the Red!” 
Black wins! F 
Someone always pays! 


‘q 


Watch for ‘FOOLISH WIVES.” 


Original from 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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The Picture you give 
the Public is your 
Goodwill. 


No matter what film you book, unless your 
projection is the best it is possible for you 
to obtain, you cannot satisfy your patrons. 


G Your screen must be the best it is possible 
for you to obtain. 


( There is a great difference between screens. 
And unless you have seen a picture projected _ 
on the MARKS’ SCREEN, you have no 
real idea of what projection can be. It isa 
revelation, and you cannot understand the 
difference until it is demonstrated to you. 
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G The improvements are a revelation, and if 
you wish to give the public the best possible, 
you should get into communication with— 


JAMES MARKS, 


1b, RIPON ST., GREENHEYS, MANCHESTER. 
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POSTERS, SLIDES, PUBLICITY, FILMS. 


| SMALL PR 


EPAID ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PUBLICITY. classes of business send to the Greatest Poster Writers and 
Lantern Slide Makers in the North of England. Yorkshire 
Agents for Rose Dew Spraying Essence. Poster and Slide 
Specialists.—Imperial Animated Picture Co., Hustlergate, 
Bradford. 


PUBLICITY AGENT FOR LONDUN AREA.—A. O. GAR. 
DENER (late manager of Brock’s Crystal Palace fireworks). 
Lewis Road, Sutton, Surrey. 


GENTLEMAN, experienced in Agency work, is in a position 
to meet a Partner experienced in Acting and Film Scenario 
Writing. Interview, Birmingham.—Box 284, Advertising 
and Publicity, Itd., 28, St. Swithin’s Lane, London, E.C.4. 

27/7/23 

*DYNAMO AND MOTOR ATTENDANTS,” by B Broadbent, is 

a book of direct value to every operator-electrician Price 


4s. 10d. from Rentell, 36, Maiden Lane, London. THE FILM RENTER & 


PROJECTORS, ACCESSORIES, Etc. 


3,000 TIP-UPS, with standards, 63, 6d. gomplete,—Hollen- MQVING PICTURE 
brand, maker, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend-on-Sea. 


‘HEATRICAL TIP- -UP CHAIR “MAKER. —'Trade suppliea.— 


Hellenbrand, 66, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend. NEWS 
WILLIAMSON’S CAMERA For Bais, al all complete with Lens, 

Case, Tripod, etc.; recently overusuled; £40 or near offer. 

—Box B28. 


LET YOUR ADVERTISING RIGHTS TO THE FIRM THAT IS ALWAYS FIRST 


PAYS PROMPTLY. 
Best terms given for Curtains, Slides, or Programs. ae ; 
Write for particulars to : WITH THE NEWS 
' Palace Advertising Co., ° 
45a, Market Street, 
: Manchester. 
"Phone Central 2262. _ 
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Moving Picture News 


Managing Editor : 


| FORTHCOMING TRADE SHOWS. | 


LONDON. 


The Triple Clue. 
Silent Years. 


MANCHESTER. 


WRDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

Jury, Kinema Exchange, 12. Fightin’ Mad. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 2. ‘The Big Adventure. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11. The Rowdy. 
European, Piccadilly, 11. . The Storm. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 
Fox, Futurist, 11. A Fool There Was. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. 
Jury, New Piccadilly, 10-45. The Faithful Heart. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11. Headin’ West. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 12. False Kisses. 


LIVERPOOL. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 
United Kingdem, Own Theatre, 2-30. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 
Jury, Own Theatre, 10 and 3. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 8. 

Weisker, Kinema Exchange, 11. Fightin’ Mad. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

Fox, Scala, 11. Carmen—The ‘eporter. 
Weisher, Palais de Luxe, 11. The Faithful Heart. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 
European, Trocadero, 11. The Storm. 


BIRMINGHAM. 


TUESDAY, AUQUST 8. 

Fox, Scala, ll. A Stage Romance. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

F.B.0., Scala, 11. The Shark Master. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. 

Wardour, New Street Picture House, 11. 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 13. 

Gaumont, Futurist, 6-30. The 

Awakening. ; 


Irving Cumming Series. 
Man From  Blankleys—A Soul’s 


BRISTOL. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. : 
10-30 _and 3. Seas 


Gaumont, Own Theatre, 
Moments from Opera. 


NEWCASTLE. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 8. 


F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11:15. Doctor Jim. 
Jury, Picture House, ll. _ Brown Sugar. 

Fox, Queen’s Hall, 11. The Fast Mail. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11-15. Parisian Scandal. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 
Moss Empires. Stoll, 11-16. | The Truth About Husbands, 
Irving Cumming Series. 


Wardour, New Pavilion, 11-15. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. 
Fox, Grainger, 11. Elope If You Must—Western Speed. 
Jury, Own Theatre, 11 and 2. _ Boy Crazy. 
F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11-15. The Rowdy. 
LEEDS. 


of Chance—Tense 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

Jury, Kinema’ Exchange, 11-40. The Sailor Tramp. 

Fox, Kinema Exchange, 2-15. Without Fear—Arabian Love. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 

F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 10-40. False Kisses. 

F.B.0., Kinemna Exchange, 3-15. | The Scrapper. 

Fox. Kinema Exchange, 2-15. _Carmen—The Reporter. 

Gaumont, Kinema Exchange, 11-40. The Man from Rlankleys. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. 

Jury, Kinema Exchange, 2-15. Fightin’ Mad. 

F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 3-15. hite Youth. 

Gaumont, Kinema Exchange, 11-40. A Soul's Awakening. 
European, Majestic, 1. ‘he Storm. 


Low Warren. 


SHEFFIELD. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

New Century, Own Theatre, 11-15. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 

Fox, Tivoli, 11. Without Fear—Arabian Love. 

Gaumont, Picture Palace, 11 A Soul's Awakening. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. 

Gaumont, Picture Palace, 1l. The Man from Blankleys. 

Fox, Tivoli, 11. Without Fear—Arubian Love. 


NOTTINGHAM. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 
Fox, Lounge, 11. Without Fear—Arabian Love 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. : 
F.B.0.. Mechanics’ Hall, 10-45. | Doctor Jim—Parisian Scandal. 
Gaumont, Scala, 11. The Man from Blankleys—A Soul's Awakening. 


CARDIFF. 


The Depth of the Furrow. 


Boy Crazy. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 7. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 8. 
Jury, Kinema Exchange, 8. 
Waiturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 
Fox, Kinema_ Exchange, 8. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. 
Jury, Qlympia, 11-30. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, ll... 
Gaumont, Kinema Exchange, 3. 


GLASGOW. 
MONDAY, AUGUST 7. 


Fox, Grand Central, 11. ,The Fast) Mall. 

Stoll, Cinema House, 11. " The Problem Eternal. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 8. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 2-30. 
Famous Productions, Own Theatre, 3. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 
Jury, Picture House, 11. 
Jury, Own Theatre, 2-30. The Hole in the Wall. 

F.B.0., Own Theatre, 2-30. Playing with Fire. 

Famous Productions, Own Theatre, 8. Joywheel Comedies. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 
Page, Cinema House, 11. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. 
Fainons Productions, Savoy, 11. The Truth About Husbands. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre; 2-30. The Shark . Master. 

Argosy, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-30. Periwinkle. 


BELFAST. 


At the Stage Door. 
The Depth of the furrow. 


Elope If You Must—Western Speed. 
The Depth of the Furrow. 


The Depth of the Furrow. 
The Sailor Tramp. 


The Depth of the Furrow. 
The Magic Cup. 


Desperate Trails. 
Joywheel Comedies. 


Wee MacGreegor's Sweetheart. 


The Cricket on the Hearth. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. 
Pathé, Panopticon, 11-80. 


The Magic Cup. 


The Way of a Maid. 


DUBLIN. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8. 

Pathé, Carlton, 11-30. The Way of a Maid. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11. The Magic Cup. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

Fox, Corinthian, 11-30. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 

Phoanix, Sackville, 11. The Pleasure Seekers. 

‘Asso. First National, Carlton, 11-30. Kindred of the Dust. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. 

Int. Cine. Corp., Corinthian, 11. 


Shackles of Gold. 


What Do Men Want? 
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See the Titles—Note the Players 


“MOTH AND RUST” 


From the novel by Mary Cholmondeley. 


Leading Players MALVINA LONGFELLOW, LANGHORNE BURTON, SYBIL THORNDIKE. 


U Certificate. Length 5000 feet. 


“THE MAYOR OF CASTERBRIDGE” 


From the Novel by Thomas Hardy. 


Leading Players FRED GROVES, PAULINE PETERS, MAVIS CLARE. 
A Certificate. | Length 5.500 feet. 


“A LOWLAND CINDERELLA ” 


From the novel by S. R. Crockett. 
Leading Players JOAN MORGAN, GEORGE FOLEY, MAVIS CLARE. 


U Certificate. Length 5,000 feet. 
Produced : fom 
by | and 
Sidney Rust. 
Morgan. 


BUTCHER'S FILM SERVICE, LTD. 


Camera House, Farringdon Avenue, 


LONDON, E.C.4. 


Phone: Holborn 5995 (5-lines) Wires: Butchilms, Fleet, L-ndon. 
Cables: Butchilms, London, A.B.C. 5th Edition. 


MANCHESTER: 40 Deansgate. Phone: City 1270. Wires: Butchilms, Manchester. 
LEEDS: 66 New Briggate. Phone: Leeds 26339. Wires: Butchilms, Leeds. 


Pet. Original from 
Digitized by (GO gle NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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SIXPENCE, 


THE PROGRESS OF BRITISH PICTURES 


IN 


AMERICA. 


A Direct Incentive to our Producers to make Bigger 
and Better Films. 


HE brief reference which we made last week to 
l the fact that British films are at last getting a fair 
show in America should serve to hearten picture 
producers in this country, many of whom arc still of 
opinion that an embargo on foreign films—and English 
films in particular—still exists in the United States. 
Time and again we have pointed out in these columns 
that such is not the case. The Special Commissioner 
whom we sent to America last winter, and Mr. E. W. 
Fredman, who we dispatched the previous year to inquire 
fully into existing trade conditions in the States, both 
emphasised in their subsequent reports that nothing in 
the nature of an embargo on British pictures exist3 on 
the other side; and that, provided our productions are 
sufficiently meritorious, and reach the standard attained 
by American films, they will be weleomed by the trade, 
the exhibitor, and the general public in that country. 
That the statements to this effect made by Mr. 
Selznick and other prominent men in the New York 
trade, were not merely empty compliments, uttered with 
the intention of plicating an ambitious competitor, who 
has still far to go, is clearly proved by evidence provided 
by the advertisement pages of the current issues of the 
American trade papers just to hand. Herc, indeed, is 
proof positive that the New York exchange houses are 
at last paying serious attention to British picture product. 
The pages of these journals contain announcements in 
regard to quite a number of our best films, and private 
reports from our New York correspondent indicate that 
American exhibitors are equally anxious to book British 
films of real outstanding merit, and, what is more, to 
pay a fair and most satisfactory rental for them 
Here, indeed, ig the best and most convincing evidence, 
as we have all along contended, that no attempt at boy- 
cotting our films has ever seriously existed on the other 
side. So long as British pictures were poor in quality, 
meagre in production, and lacking in technical finish, it 
was not surprising that American showmen refused to 
take them seriously, and decline to put them on their 
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screens. ‘I'hey were not to be blamed for preferring 
home-made pictures of infinitely greater attraction and 
drawing power. But now that our films—some of them 
at least—compare favourably with first-class American 
productions, the position has changed somewhat, and 
showmen in the States, who are good business men, as 
well as expert judges of what their public demands, are as 
anxious now to secure the best of our output a3 they were 
previously decided in their determination to give them 
the go-by. 

In this change of front they are actuated solely by 
commercial considerations. The American picture 
public, like our own, has become satiated by continual 
repetition of the same type of production and _ story. 
They badly need a change of entertainment fare in their 
picture theatres, and anything that will provide the 
necessary touch of variety to the program, if it be up 
to standard artistically and technically, will be welcomed 
by the showman and his public, both in this country and 
in America, no matter where they originate. 


Here, then, is a chance for the British producer to 
improve and strengthen his position. He has only to 
turn out bigger and better pictures, give a rather more 
international touch to his story, and spend a little mcre 
lavishly upon them, in order that they may compete on 
more nearly level terms with the American product to 
censure a regular and steady market. Such a prospect 
spells renewed prosperity for a branch of the industry in 
this country which stands sadly in need of encourage- 
ment, and the news which we printed last week in regard 
to, not one or two, but many British films which are 
achieving popularity in the United States at the moment, 
should go far to hearten the English producer. It 
should give him courage to embark upon more ambitious 
projects in the immediate future, and this change of 
method will ensure the ultimate capture of the American 
market, and will bring renewed and continued prosperity 
to British pictures, 
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By the Way: 
on 


The ‘‘ Clean-Up ’’ in America. 


: ILL H. HAYS, the new head of the Motion 

Picture Industry of America, is meeting with 
success in his first move in the ‘clean-up ” 
campaign. He has addressed a note to all the producing 
corporations, urging the immediate adoption of reforms 
in the manufacture of films. Mr. Hays concludes a 
strong appeal in these words: ‘‘ These pictures now being 
made will come out soon, and they will be the proof 
either of our honesty of purpose or of our failure; they 
will be the proof either of our ability to correct our evils 
ourselves, or of our inability to run our own business. 
There is nothing in which we can possibly be engaged 
which is of as much importance to the success of our 
efforts ag to make certain that these very pictures, the 
first pictures made after the organisation of the Associa- 
tion, shall clearly show successful effort toward 
‘ establishing and maintaining the highest possible moral 
and artistic standard.’ I cannot too strongly urge you 
to make certain that everything possible shall be done to 
that end.’’ The response from the manufacturers is 
stated to be of a most gratifying nature. 


A Good Dividend Payer. 


R. WILLIAMS, of the National Electric Theatres, 

e informs me _ that, while the — half-year 

ending June 30 last was not quite so good 

as the previous year, the directors were fully justified in 

declaring the usual dividend of 20 per cent. The 

National is a well-managed concern, and its continued 

success is most encouraging at this period. Hearty con- 
gratulations to Mr. Williams and his shareholders. 


Simple, Yet Effective. 


VERY renting house is ambitious to give an adequate 
E presentation to a big picture, but the simple vet 
effective presentation that was given to ‘‘ What Do 
Men Want?’’ at the Alhambra last week evoked a great 
deal of admiration. The film was preceded by the 
appearance of Miss Sybil Thorndike, the famous 
emotional actress, who recited with fine effect Eleanor 
Wheeler Wilcox’s poem, ‘‘ To Men.”’ With very 
beautiful voice and great artistry Miss Thorndike created 
a deep impression, and the volume of applause at the 
end was an appreciation of the magnificent manner in 
which this moving poem was rendered. 1 would that 
every presentation were as successful. 


Capt. Barber's New Address. 


I AM asked by Capt. J. W. Barber to state that he 
hag now moved from the temporary premises used 
by the Tax Committee in Wardour Street to his 
own commodious offices at 19, Garrick Street, W.C.2. 
Capt. Barber will carry on the work of hon. secretary 
to the Abolition Committee at his offices as usual, and 
will be glad if all communications will be sent to his new 
address. 


Our Mary—12 Years Ago. 


UROPEAN MOTION PICTURES are to be con- 
EK gratulated on their clever little ‘‘ cod ’’ in pre- 
senting a Mary Tickford picture of years ago. 

This Universal picture featuring Mary was produced 
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A Weekly Causerie 
Trade Topics. 


twelve years ago, and is brought up to date with very 
funny sub-titles. It was an absolute scream when shown 
at the Alhambra on Tuesday. ‘The film is entitled 
* Going Straight,’’ and was played to by a piano, which 
rambled on regardless of the picture, which continually 
broke, and was out of focus. Any exhibitor who 
shows this picture in the same manner as was scen on 
Sunday, is assured of keeping his audience in a continual 
state of merriment. The sub-titles are genuinely funny 
and admirably fitted to the picture. The whole effect is 
excruciatingly mirth provoking.  “‘ Going Straight °’ is 
one of the funniest things ever seen. 


Super-Films at Theatres. 
HE vexed question of playing super-films at music 
T halls or theatres, instead of showing them in the 
kinemas, cropped up at Hull recently. Following 
the exhibition of a film of this class at the Palace Theatre, 
the local branch of the C.E.A. brought the matter before 
the local Licensing Committee at its half-yearly 
meeting. The C.E.A. alleged that the showing of the 
picture was a distinct breach of the agreement arrived 
at between local theatres and kinemas, under which the 
former agreed not to show films which occupied the whole 
time of the performance. The manager of the Palace, 
however, denied any knowledge of such agreement, and 
held that super-films required special exploitation at 
theatres charging higher prices than the kinemas, and 
where spccial cffects could be obtained. The Licensing 
Committee considered the matter outside the scope of 
their powers, which referred mainly to the suitability 
of the building and the safety of the public, and granted 
the licence asked for by the Palace. 


Kinema Artistes’ Picture. 


EORGE RIDGWELL has completed the film, 
‘* The Crimson Circle ’’ for the members of the 
Kinema Club. An original story by Edgar 
Wallace of the mystery class, the picture has taken Icss 
than two months to complete. The decision of the 
kinema artistes to make one picture each year by voluntary 
effort was arrived at with a view to helping the funds of 
their club, and to inaugurate a Benevolent Fund in con- 
nection therewith. This contribution is now certain to 
be of a substantial nature. The total cost of the picture 
is insignificant. The artistes’ services were free; two 
studios (I. B. Davidson’s and Screen Plays) were pluced 
at the disposal of the producer without charge, and there 
wis a unity of effort all round to make the picture a suc: 
cess at the minimum expense. The rights for the Unite 
Kingdom have been acquired by Granger’s Exclusives 
The picture will be trade shown at an carly date. 


Charles Penfey’s P.C.T. Post. 


HAKLES PENLEY has been offered, and has 
C accepted, the position of manager of the new Pre- 
sentation Department of the Provincial Cinemato- 
graph Theatres, Ltd. Mr. Penley is well and favourably 
known in the trade, and held the appointment of acting 
manager of the Alhambra Theatre, London, for five years. 
He was responsible for the presentation of all the big film 
spectacles at that theatre. 
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‘‘ The Four Horsemen.’ 

ARCUS LOEW, the American kinema magnate, 
has lost no time in arranging for a London theatre 
for the presentatiin of the Metro  super- 

picture, ** The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse.’’ Mr. 
Loew has now arranged with Mr. Charles Cochran to 
lease the Palace Theatre, recently vacated by the 
Co-optimists, and will open there on Monday week, the 
14th instant. ‘‘ The Four Horsemen’ will be pre- 
sented in the latest and most popular manner, after the 
big New York kinemas, and the special music for the 
picture will be rendered by a large orchestra. It is 
probable that the second picture to be presented will be 
‘* The Prisoner of Zenda,’’ of which Mr. Loew speaks 
with some enthusiasm. 


Film Finance. 
CORRESPONDEN' writes: ‘Why do not the 
Trade Press advocate the formation of a Film 
Bank in London, with branches in the important 
provincial centres where the industry is strongly repre- 
sented. There is much to be said in favour of such an 
institution, and I trust you will tuke the matter up with 
a view to interesting financiers in it. I have no doubt 
whatever that a Film Bank would pay handsome 
dividends if run on sound business lines by a directorate 
in every way conversant with the trade and its require- 
ments.’’ What a boon such an institution would be to 
the harassed renter if advances could be secured on 
approved contracts up to 75 per cent. of the face value! 


A Fifty-Fifty Basis. 
66 ND then the producer! What a godsend to be 
A able to go to a trade bank and arrange for 
advances to cover production costs of his 
current picture! With such a bulwark behind him it 
would be quite casy to accept the renter’s fifty-fifty offer, 
and calmly await results to come in, in a year’s time. 
The exhibitor, too, would surely participate. At any 
rate, he would be able to send his hire cheque on to the 
renter promptly, in the whole-hearted assurance that it 
would be as promptly met. Now then, financiers, get 
basy.”’ 


A Copenhagen Canard? 

T is persistently rumoured in picture circles in Copen- 
hagen that Sir Oswald Stoll is negotiating for the 
purchase of the Tivoli Theatre, Copenhagen, the 

Peoples’ Theatre at Odense, and the Casino at Aarhus. 
It is further stated that the intention is to convert these 
theatres into moving picture houses. In answer to our 
inquiries in well-informed quarters nothing was known of 
the matter, and some doubt was thrown on_ its 
authenticity. Sir Oswald Stoll is at present out of town. 


An Aptly-Named Traveller. 

APTAIN WANDERWELL, of the American Army, 
is nothing if not aggressive. He is also fond of 
travel. In 1919, at Atlanta City, he challenged 

Lieutenant Read to engage in a race around the world, 
practically to decide the merits of two types of American 
motor-cars. And, asa side line, both competitors agreed 
with the enterprising travel picture merchants to take 
films of interesting places, scenes and people en route. 
Captain Wanderwell reached Great Britain last week, 
having arrived at Grimsby after two and a half years’ 
hard travel (and also hard ‘‘ shooting’). He is quite 
cheerful. Says he is already 5,800 miles and 50,000 film 
feet ahead of his competitor, and that Great Britain is the 
nineteenth country in the itinerary. The Captain, who 
spoke six languages, is accompanied by two ladies, Miss 
Ellen Raeburn, recording secretary, and Miss Mollie 
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Bryan, official photographer. He expects to get back 
to Atlanta City sometime during 1925. 


A Happy Gathering. 
VERY pleasing little ceremony took place last week 
at the Hotel Victoria, when Mr. and Mrs. George 
Saffell entertained a large number of guests on the 
occasion of the celebration of their silver wedding and the 
coming of uge of their daughter. Mr. Saffell has been 
connected with the business for many years, having been 
associated with Messrs. Ruffell’s during the greater part 
of their business, and ig now a director of Master Films, 
who have made such a name with the short features they 
are producing. | Some two hundred guests assembled to 
do honour to Mr, and Mrs. Saffell, and many felicitous 
specches were delivered. After dinner a concert was 
given, dancing following, and the happy throng broke 
up soon after midnight. All agreed it was indeed one 
of the jolliest evenings they had ever spent. 


Extemporisation Test. 

“TRHE students of the Royal College of Music had an 
interesting time recently, when a new form of 
musical competition was attempted. A prize was 

offered for extemporisation at the piano, and one of the 

tests was providing suitable music to a one-reel film sub- 
ject, running fifteen minutes. Three candidates presented 
themselves, and the examination took place in Stuart 

Blackton’s studio. The film was named ‘‘ A Spring 

Idyll,’’ and the characters in it were two pairs of lovers, 

a dog, and a wild bull. The picture was run through for 

erch candidate, who in tum extemporised a musical 

sstting. It was certainly a severe test. To improvise 
with coherence and to adapt themes to the characters as 
they appeared in quick sequence was an ordeal which 
few could undertake in any way satisfactorily, for the film 
had to be closely watched and the changes were rapid. 

But surprising adaptability was shown, particularly by 

the third candidate, who won the prize. 


‘* Squibs ’’ in Piccadilly. 
N forty seconds a greater number of shocks were 
I administered to the people around Piccadilly Circus 
recently than have been witnessed in this locality 
for months. Exactly when the mid-day traffic was at its 
densest near the Fountain, one of the flower girls (the 
youngest and prettiest of them) was approached by a 
dapper young man with a paper and pencil in his hand. 
He whispered to the flower girl, and the news he con- 
veyed must have been good. for she grabbed his hat and 
threw it in the air, and then grasping handfuls of her 
flowers threw them to passers by, rushed to the next 
flower woman, slapped her on the back and kissed her, 
and then hotly pursued by a small crowd, dashed at 
lightning speed round the fountain to the other flower 
sellers, gave them each a resounding kiss and fled towards 
the Criterion. 


‘Speedy Work. 


HEN came the most astounding incident—taking a 
flying leap at the policeman on point duty she flung 
her arms round his neck, and before the astonished 

bobby could recover she had disappeared in a waiting car 
and was gone as quickly as she had appeared. The 
incidents all happened so rapidly that onlookers were 
left gasping with surprise, but those who could catch more 
than a passing glimpse at the flower girl recognised Betty 
Balfour. The news brought 


her by the dapper young 
reporter was that she 
had won the Caleutta 


Sweep. 
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THE HIGHBROWS AND THE KINEMA. 


How the Picture Gallery and the Kinema might 
co-operate in raising the standard of 
_ Aesthetic Appreciation. 


VERY now and again an author, an artist or a critic, 
conscious of suine particular, and at times a very 
real grievance, finds opportunity to proclaim that 

grievance in the public Press. | Sometimes, by these 
means, the grievance is recognised, and public sympathy 
sufficiently roused to redress or remove its cause. And, 
while he deals with a subject which is within his own 
particular province, and does not encroach upon any 
other, it is not for anyone without that province to com- 
plain. 


GRATUITOUS ATTACKS. 


What is unfair about such complaints is that so often 
the artist enlarges his borders and tacks on to what may 
be a genuine grievance some abuse of the moving picture, 
or, at all events, a cynical phrase, exhibiting the seorn 
with which he regards the kinema and its patrons. Here 
he outsteps his province, for in most cases his knowledge 
of the kinema cannot in any degree compare with the 
intimacy which he may be supposed to possess with his 
own profession. Moreover, in pursuit of the ideal of 
beauty he, has often lost touch with the world of work-a- 
day men and women, and does not exhibit that patience 
which should be shown towards those whose artistic per- 
ceptions have not received the impetus given to his own. 
Their imperfection may be but ‘‘ perfection hid,’’ and 
their appreciation of the picture which they know best—- 
those seen upon the screen—a more real and certainly less 
dilettante appreciation than many an artistic opinicn that 
is merely the copying of an opinion or idea he'd by another. 


GALLERIES AND KINEMAS. 


Only recently the columns of the daily Press have pro- 
vided an instance of such an attack upon the kinema, 
entirely gratuitous and unwarranted. The vencrable 
critic, Frederic Harrison, whose opinions on many subjects 
entitle him to respectful hearing, contributed to the 
Times an article expressing regret that pictures in public 
galleries were glazed, and thus from his pcint of view 
spoiled. With that point of view we have nothing ta 
do. Mr. Harrison declares that he does not pretend to 
be a critic, and does not venture to intrude upon the sacred 
precincts of high art. Yet he, too, three-quarters of the 
‘way down his column (which had to be filled somehow, 
it may be presumed), makes the movies his target for 
attack. 


Contemptuously he writes: ‘‘ The public use the 
galleries very little now. ° Movies’ are all the pictures 
they eare for. The pictures are strangling art and 
literature. even morals. .” Then in a clever 
phrase of caustic sarcasm: “‘ Perhaps the plate-glass 
boxes (over the oil paintings) give a certain movable 
shimmer to the ancient masters, and may count as 
‘ movies.’ ”" 


y Google 


ARTISTIC CO-OPERATION, 


Now, this contempt for the ‘‘ pictures’’ need not be. 
An ancient conundrum used to ask why kinematography 
could be deemed antagonistic to portrait painting, the 
answer being that it was a ‘‘foe-to-graphic ”’ art. This jest 
seems to have sunk deeply into the bosom of many artists, 
and produced a crop of over-earnest hostility. " This is 
wrong. ‘There is no reason why the two forms of art 
should not march side by side. Nobody denies the appeal 
of the painted picture possessing that something which 
the original has not. 


P we're made go that we love 

First when we see them painted, things we have- 
passed 

Perhaps a hundred times, nor cared to see. 

And so they are better painted, better for us 


Which is the same thing. Art was made for that. 


ANCIENT AND MODERN. 


The sinall boy in anciént Padua gazing upon the frescoes 
in one of the old chapels felt that extra ‘‘ something ”’ 
which the real thing had not, ‘‘ and so they were better 
painted, better for him, which was the same thing.’ In 
the same way the boy in modern London, Manchester, or 
Oxford, his copper or two expended upon the kinema 
finds that extra ‘‘ something ’’ exists, too, in the films. 
The thing he has passed perhaps a hundred times, nor 
cared to see, he sees again in its simplest form in the 
interest film, where the activities of insect, bird, or beast 
are pointed out by an invisible finger in a manner 
impossible by the means of an oil painting, ever so cleverly 
painted. 

So with the drama presented by the agency of the 
screen. What the oil painting lacks in life, i.e., move- 
ment, it gains in colour, and what the film lacks 
in colour it gains in life, i.e., movement. Why cannot 
these two great branches of art, the old and the new, link 
up and supply the present generation with the esthetic 
ideals towards which both are striving? The proverb 
that ‘‘ Crabbed age and youth cannot live together ’’ needs 
to be falsified, and each must see the usefulness of the 
cther, not merely in supplying entertainment, but in 
making the appreciation of the beautiful practical and 
pregressive, as well as chaste and high-minded. 


THE PLACE OF THE ARTIST. 


One hus only to reflect upon the difference between the 
presentation of film settings ten, twelve years ago, and 
those of to-day, to sce how great progress has been made 
in using the artistic genius of cultured and beauty-loving 


‘men and women to produce scenes of great beauty, and a 


properly cultivated imaginaticn already invests with the 
appropriate shade of colour the monochrome of the film 
presentation. In the public picture gallery, anyone may 
gather from paintings there exhibited colours of things 


.he has never seen before, and translate them when vigfting 


the kinema, according to his former experience. 
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MARCUS LOEW’S VISIT TO ENGLAND. 


Enthusiastic American Producer and Exhibitor on 
the Prospects of the Industry in 
the States. 


MARKET FOR BRITISH PICTURES IF BIG ENOUGH AND GOOD 
ENOUGH. 


ARCUS LOEW, whose name is a household word 
in exhibiting - circles in America, and whose 
theatre and kinema interests in that country «re 

on a large and comprehensive scale, and represent fully 
300 theatres, is paying a short visit to London. It is 
a business trip, pure and simple; but Mr. Loew may 
find time, before he 3ails on hig return to New York, 
to visit the Continent, and ascertain at first hand the 
conditions of the industry in some of the big cities. He 
is accompanied by his son, and does not expect his stay 
will exceed a month or six weeks at the outside. 


Conditions in America. 


Mr. Loew received a representative of Tur Firm Rextrer 
with much courtesy. He said he considered that the 
state of the industry in America was, on the whole, not 
unsatisfactory. The slump had been severe, but was 
really acute only in “‘ spots,’’ and, even in the worst 
of these signs were apparent of an early revival. He 
anticipated a yood year in 1923—there was sound reason 
for this anticipation. Exhibitors in the States had 
certainly passed through a parlous period, for in addition 
to bad times and a shortage of money with the public, 
they. had been faced with high rentals. 
producer as well as an exhibitor, but he was, and always 
would be, an exhibitor all the time. The present state 
of rentals would have to be revised in the States. A 
fair and reasonable rental must be paid, otherwise pro- 
ducers would be unable to manufacture the class of 
picture now asked for; but, on the other hand, exorbitant 
rentals must be fought tooth and nuil. 


Will H. Hays’ Appointment. 


Mr. Loew anticipated the very best results from Mr. 
Hays’ appointment as head of the industry in America. 
He (Mr. Loew) supported the movement from its incep- 
tion, and was pleased to say that their best hopes 
were being realised. There could be little doubt that 
‘the entrance of Mr. Hays into the motion picture 
industry was the beginning of an organised movement to 
plave it on a solid basis, and to better enable it to face 
the many important and national problems requiring, 
solution. It should certainly make for increased pro- 
duction on an improved seale, and for a great expansion 
of trade. But, further than this, the motion picture 
industry, as a great potential instrument of public service 
and enlightenment, had need of a champion—a fearless 
champion—who would carry the message straight to the 
people, and ensure for it its predestined place ot 
importance in the civilisation of the world. 


The Production End. : 


Mr. Loew, as the head of the Metro Pictures Cor- 
poration, one of the largest producers in the world, 


Google 


He was a 


had u word to say about production in America. There 
was no doubt that the era of better pictures had arrived. 
Even admitting that the established screen stars were 
still sure pay-box assets to the bulk of exhibitors, the 
stars had now to be associated with the bigger and 
better pictures. The program picture was declining in 
importance, and the larger and improved kinemas were 
clumouring for big pictures. Indeed, it was beginning 
to be recognised that there was no profit now unless the 
big pictures were played and exploited. The bigger 
producing concerns were fully alive to the situation. 
Possibly this position would lead to unhealthy conditions, 
end it would certainly affect the independent producers, 
who were already beginning to feel the effects of the 


changing market. 


British Pictures. 


As to British or foreign pictures, Mr. Loew considered 
there was an undoubted market for them in the United 
States if they were big enough and good enough: but 
those conditions were paramount. The nationality of 
a picture did not really matter, so long as its story values 
were undoubted and it was produced on broad lines. 
In respect to British pictures, it was recognised in the 
United States that the war handicap on the industry 
had seriously retarded the production end over here, but 
this would eventually be overcome. He was pleased 
to say that several good British pictures were now being 
exploited successfully in America. As an exhibitor he 
was always out for the best subject obtainable, and it 
was the best picture, independent of nationality, that 
would suceeed in the States. Mr. Loew added that he 
was the pioneer of the better theatre in America, and 
had spent millions of dollars in their establishment— 
at first’ with only moderate success, but now the 
position was assured, and everywhere better theatre con- 
ditions prevailed, as a preliminary to the big and better 
picture. 


‘“ The Four Horsemen.’’ 


Mr. Loew stated that one of his main objects in 
coming to London was to arrange for the adequate 
exploitation of the great Metro picture, ‘* The Four 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse.”’ This wes, he claimed, 
the finest super-picture ever produced, end had had a 
most successful run throughout the United States. It also 
had been well received in Paris, the season there having 
extended over a period of three months. | He hoped to 
he able, in conjunction with Sir William Jury, to secure 
a theatre in London for a premiere showing of not less 
than one month. The usual announcements would be 
male as soon as the arrangements for showing were 
definitely made. 
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GREAT SHOWMAN’S PICTURE. 
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“What Do Men Want?’ 


’__An Artistic Production 


which will Appeal to every 
Audience. 


A Lois Weber Masterpiece which will be provocative of discussion 


- wherever shown. 


.Superbly Acted, Excellently Produced 


and in every sense of the word, a Real 
Showman’s Picture. 


HIS curious title of the film which Victor Savile, Ltd., 
T presented on Friday last to the trade, ‘‘ What Do Men 
Want? ’’ was undoubtedly for 
audience that came to see the sereening of this picture, and 
also the fact that it was a Lois Weber production. This 
talented American producer, together with her husband, Phillips 
Smalley, have in the past years undoubtedly been 
responsible for some of the most widely discussed photoplays in 
America, Exhibitors were therefore curious to see the latest 
photoplay from Miss Weber, and after viewing this seven- 
reeler were in no sense disappointed. ‘‘ What Do Men Want?” 
is a picture which is a great showman’s proposition. It con- 
tains an appeal to every woman who goes to see motion pic- 
tures, aud as these number some 80 per cent. of present-day 
audiences, exhibitors will fully understand the term—a show- 
man's proposition. 


responsible the large 


few 


VARIABLE AFFECTION. 

Lois Weber, in producing this picture, has endeavoured to 
portray man's weaknesses, and in a series of powerful scenes 
shows us how the husband tires of home life after a few years, 
how he is fascinated by another woman, and, equally well done, 
how he tires of a life which he at first thought was the thing, 
and returns to the woman he has slighted and finds complete 
solaco in domestic happiness. Briefly, this is the theme upon 
which Miss Weber has built her story, and, aided by an exceed- 
ingly capable cast, the result is a great photoplay which can- 
not fail to interest any kind of audience. This picture is 
remarkable for the clever manner in which it depicts the home 
life of the essentially middle-class in America, and is also 
remarkable for its evident sincerity. 


KINEMA SHOWMEN IN DICKENS 
CARNIVAL. 


Manager’s Enterprise—A Century-old Find. 


the All-Lancashire Dickens 


N occasion of the recent 
O procession and carnival at Southport, which 
witnessed by 100,000 spectators, Manager KE. Angers, 
of the Picture Palace, displayed considerable enterprise. He 


was 


CARL LAEMMLE PRESENTS 


MARY PICKFORD 


As she appeared twelve years iP 


mele}inic STRAIGHT" 


A Real old-time Movie Show 
‘it's A UNIVERSAL 


Distributed by European Motion Picture Co. 169 Wardour. 
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ENTHRALLING SITUATIONS. 


The theme is simple, but in the hands of Lois Weber one 
finds oneself enthralled and intensely interested in watching the 
restlessness and ambition of a man who has risen from 
nothing, and who, when he apparently has everything in life 
to make him happy, is still striving for something beyond him. 

The production is a masterly one, inasmuch as not only are 
the types exceedingly faithful to life, but the producer has 
managed to get aticsphere into the picture which sends it 
along with a swing from start to finish. 


FINE ACTING BY CAPABLE CAST. 


‘What Do Men Want? '’ has a small but exceedingly 
capable cast. Claire Windsor hag probably never been seen to 
greater advantage in motion pictures. She portrays in 
splendid manner the woman married to the man who is not 
satisfied, and the fear of losing her hold over her husband is 
wonderfully well portrayed. Miss Windsor’s performance is a 
gripping one, and throughout the whole course of the seven 
reels she nover makes a single mistake. Frank Glendon, as 
the husband, is also responsible for some very fine acting. His 
part is never overdone, and he is just the natural middle-class 
husband to the life. George Hackathorne is also particularly 
well cast in this picture which, with its fine photography and 
its many well-dressed scenes, makes a very beautiful photo- 
play. The production in the capable hands of Lois Weber is 
without a single flaw, and the attention to detail is remarkable. 

‘What Do Men Want?’ is a picture for showmen, for it 
will undoubtedly be a very emphatic success with the public. 
It is a type of picture that lends itself to exploitation, and to 
a real showman possesses endless possibilities. —E.W.F. 


had a film taken of the procession in the afternoon, and it was 
developed and printed at Lytham, whither it was conveyed by 
acroplane, the film being shown at both the evening perform- 
ances. Manager Iyan Yeatman represented the Winter Gardens 
in a prize-winning tableau of ‘The Old Curiosity Shop,” 
making a splendid Codlin. With him, as Short, was Mr. Geo. 
Tonge, the well-known kinema architect. The Picture Palace 
also had a tableau of ‘t The Old Curiosity Shop,’’ in which 
Messrs. H. J. Stott and F. Donald Gibson appeared, and a 
film version of this Dickens novel was later shown at the Palace. 


July, 1822.” 

Mr. Ki. Tonge, who was architect for a picture theatre 
at Preston, is the possessor of an invitation card issued on the 
occasion of a similar function a hundred years ago. It originally 
belonged to a shoe-maker, whose shop was demolished to make 
room for the picture theatre, being found in a leather wallet in 
the cavity of the wall, and bearing the name and address of 
the owner of the shop. The card bore the date July, 1822, and 
it is of especial interest seeing that the Preston Guild is to 
be held next month. 
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CAN BRITISH FILM PRODUCTION BE 
SPEEDED UP? 


Dragons in the way that must be Removed. 


THE MARKET MUST BE MADE CERTAIN, THE PICTURE STANDARD 
KEPT HIGH, AND THE APPEAL WIDENED. 


HAT is the matter with British film production? Have 
we entered upon a decadent stage, or are we on the 
threshold of better things? It should not be difficult 

to answer these questions. But it is necessary to examine tho 
position carefully, to make deductions of constructive value, and 
to draw conclusions which may point the remedy. Two facts 
are staring us in the face. The first is that the production of 
British pictures at the moment stands at a lower ebb than at 
any period in the history of the industry, Secondly, there is 
little or no financial support at the present time for good, 
bona-fide production proposals, 


The Financial Aspect. 


Tet us first deal with the financial aspect. Why is it so 
difficult to finance film production in this country? And why 
is it that so many British manufacturers are on the eve of 
closing down, or have already closed? The answer is not difficult 
to find, There is no doubt whatever that the production end 
of the industry, owing to local conditions beyond its control, 
is not regarded as an attractive business proposition, Financiers 
shy at it, The public will have none of it, as was amply 
evidenced in the fate of one or two thoroughly sound concerns 
that issued prospectuses early in the year, And why? It is 
well known that the profits from successful picture making are 
usually large. In America, producing companies have amassed 
huge fortunes, especially those who distribute their brand as 
well as manufacture it. Why, then, should conditions be go 
different in Great Britain? Simply because the manufacturer 
here has no stabilised market for his goods, 


The Uncertain Market, 


In face of an insistent demand for British pictures there is 
a most precarious market for them, The exhibiting section 
wants them, The public wants them, And while this is readily 
admitted, there is no certainty that any manufacturer can so 
dispose of his goods on those business lines which will enable 
him to carry on, Here is a concrete instance, A manufacturer, 
in a sound commercial position, completed his first picture, It 
was, in his opinion, an attractive offering, with good story values 
and adequate technique. The production costs amounted to 


CARL LAEMMLE PRESENTS 


MARY PICKFORD 


As she appeared twelve years a 


Kero} ince STRAIGHT’ 


A Real old-time Movie Show 
IT’S A UNIVERSAL 


Distributed by European Motion Picture Co. 169 Wardour. 


£4,000. He offered it to the retailer, or renter who deals 
directly with the exhibitor, at a price which showed a moderate 
profit on his outlay, But the retailer would only deal on two 
conditions, namely, that the exploitation should be purely on 
a sharing basis of equal terms, with no cash consideration what- 
soever, and, secondly, that such exploitation, to meet present 
trade conditions, should not commence for twelve months. In 
other words, the picture would not reach the kinemas for a 
year, and until that period had expired there would be no profit 
or return on capital outlay. How can any manufacturer possibiy 
exist under such conditions? And is it any wonder that he 
prefers to go out of business rather than fight for existence 
under them? 


The Standard of British Pictures, 

But let us ask here if British films are quite up to the 
standard required to warrant the confidence of the inyesting 
public, or the provision of adequate capital for their 
manufacture. We are not quite sure that they are, If the 
requisite financial support were forthcoming to-morrow would 
it find the producing interests with well-laid schemes for bigger 
and better pictures? At the moment the dozen or so British 
pictures turned out monthly are mostly of the program class, 
and in the majority of instances are not outstanding. And there 
is al tendency to picturise subjects which do not carry any 
general or international appeal, and which are of even doubtful 
acceptance at our own theatres, There is no question but that 
the manufacturers of British films will have to make a serious 
attempt to put their house in order, This does not mean that 
their efforts in the past have been on futile lines, Indeed, much 
good and profitable spade work has been done, But there are 
many trade dragons in the way, and business evils to be fought, 
including the pernicious system of extended release dates for 
new pictures, 


The Remedy, 

The remedy is largely in the hands of the manufacturers 
themselves. We are quite satisfied that adequate financial 
support will be forthcoming so soon as a really serious effort 
is put forth by the leaders of the industry to stabilise it, Then 
let the three sections come together and present a unified front 
to the world, ‘The industry The popularity of the 
kinema is undoubted, The turn of the road is in front of 
us, and it is general belief that the adyent of next year will 
witness an era of prosperity within the trade that will make 
history, l.et this new era also mark the advent of bigger and 
better British pictures. Mobilise public opinion, Build inter- 
nationally. Bid for the larger market of America, Produce 
pictures that will be of Empire value, that will be worthy of 
our literary attainment, and in accord with the best traditions 
of our history. And if British methods of production are now 
in the crucible, there is no reason why they should not emerge 
from it stronger and more virile than they went in, 


is sound, 
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BUILDING-UP A REAL GOODWILL. 


Its Value to the Kinema, What it is Based Upon, 
and how it is Best Conserved. 


INCE it was first fully realised that the kinematograph 
entertainment was more than a passing craze there have 
always been men in the business who took much thought 

as to dts commercial development. Years ago the writer 
remembers many an interesting discussion on the question of 
kinema goodwill. Was it possible to establish goodwill in a 
kinema in a business sense? If so, how could it be done? The 
boom, however, seemed to eclipse all real study of conditions. 
Suecess rarely stimulates thought and interest in one who has 
won it. The possession of a Rolls-Royce or Sunbeam seemed 
to cause most exhibitors to conclude that their success did not 
call for constant enterprise. So the slump caught most showmen 
unprepared to meet it, as they had no real policy based on 
experience. They had booked films, kept open the show, often 
running it with carcless inefficiency, raked in the money and 
spent if on extrancous matters or excessive dividends, In other 
words, they found themselves with a kinema, but not a real 
business. The place had little or no goodwill. 


What is Goodwill? 

Let no exhibitor argue that there is no such thing as good- 
will in a kinema. If so, out of his own mouth he will be 
condemned, as the next moment he is certain to boast of his 
regular patrons. Why has he a hold on these people? He 
himself would dispute with anger the suggestion that his grip 
was not a firm one. It is hts measure of goodwill, although often 
lamentably meagre. And as it is a tangible thing it can be 
brought to a maximum. In general business it is often called 
a connection. It is the same in the case of a kinema. Ut is the 
one sheet anchor holding the ship firmly against the strong 
rising tides of competition, 

Why do you, reader, patronise a certain tailor, hosier, hatter, 
or shoe shop, no matter who may epen next door to your 
favourite? Because he has vour goodwill. It is based on the 
satisfactory service he has always rendered. His service means 
delivering satisfactory goods, in an agrecable manner, at a price 
on an economical basis compared with the service. If a man 
fails vou in quality or service his price is not economical, lik»- 
wise, if his method of personal dealing fails to please, or his 
delivery lets you down, vou are not getting 100 per cent. value, 
and he loses your goodwill. You shop elsewhere. 


The Basis of Kinema ‘‘ Service.”’ 

Now a kinema, of course, is much different from a shop. Buc 
the worst picture house gives service of a sort, while the best 
is capable of filling the need of wider phases of the public; often 
a new public. Kinema service can bo analysed as easily as 
shop service. It can be dissected into its component parts, and 
each factor brought to perfection. Such perfection means the 
maximum of value—the best service. And the best service builds 
the biggest goodwill. The stronger the goodwill, the weaker the 
real competition. This means maximum returns and enhanced 
capital value. 

What are the basic points of kinema service? And please 
bear in mind that we are not here concerned as to the proper 


methods of advertising them, but wish merely to point them out 
and illustrate their appeal and possibilities. The main ‘* goods "’ 
is the picture, It must give satisfaction in quality and appeal, 
otherwise value for the admission money is not being given. 
And this must be kept up usually twice a week. 

Now pictures are not standardised like a packet of soap, Once 
this is approved a woman always orders it. Films are now 
largely of a standard in quality, but the appeal is often weak 
and unsatisfying, Quality embraces photography, settings, act- 
ing, continuity—and the technique. Appeal covers the basi 
idea of the theme and its expression through the characters, 
action, and sequence of story. Good ideas are often wrongly 
characterised, faulty in movement, and illogical in development. 
This appeal is nil. The film is bad ‘* goods.” 


Good Goods an Essential. 

A right idea properly handled cannot fail. Its success is 
merely a matter of degree. The basic human appeal is sex 
expressed in life through the avenues of normal love and passion, 
A story of human love, parental, filial, pre-nuptial, or marital, 
always pleases. These may be set in an atmosphere of simplicity 
and sweet sentiment, or in high life with equally simp!e 
humanity. Or love may call for sclf-sacrifive, heroic action, or 
death. Also, apart from purely human relations, love may 
conflict with social life, or destiny itself, and this struggle gives 
rise to the vreatest drama. Passion may be opposed to normal 
love, and thus generate dramatic developments, and also may 
dash itself with fury against the rocks of convention and social 


‘morality itself, to the destruction of the character or life of 


the one obsessed by it. Pictures based on these themes, if 
rightly done, are always good ‘' goods."’ 

But all mankind is seeking its fullest expression—a complete, 
unthwarted life. The attempt to overeome the limitations as 
they exist to-day gives rise to the very greatest drama, 
‘: Intolerance,’’ ‘* The Birth of a Nation,’ and ‘‘A Prince of 
Lovers ’’ are great films because of this. More of this type are 
needed. The publie success of the first two proves this. 


The Power of Personality. 


Guided by these points an exhibitor cannot help but build 
up a reputation for giving regular good service. Tt is labouring 
the point to insist that the projection, the hall itself, music and 
staff service must live up to the scientifically sclected picture. 
But, after all, there is the manager’s personality. He can make 
friends. The modern tendency is largely, even in suburban 
houses, for the manager to isolate himself in his office. He need 
not be slavish, but he should be in touch with his patrons, A 
few words often make the best advertisement. 

In publicity, advertise the general good service of the hall 
as distinct from the particular program. You can cut out all the 
doubt about picture selection if you will onalyse a picture to 
discover whether its basic appeal is sound. The unfailing good 


‘service which is outlined above builds up the goodwill, and an 


increasing number of regular patrons will be vours.—J.A.G. 


ON THE BRITISH NATIONAL PROGRAMME — BUTCHER'S — WALTER WEST : 
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PREPARED TO SCRAP OLD FILMS. 


Striking Pronouncement by Marcus Loew at Luncheon 
given in his honour. 


SIR WILLIAM JURY’S CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE. 


HAT Sir William Jury commands the respect and esteem 

i of exhibitors all over the country was aptly illustrated 

on Tuesday, when a large number of showmen gathered 

at the Vrocadero from all parts of the Kingdom, includin, 
representatives of tlie lay and trade Press, 


Confidence the Watchword. 

“After the usual loyal toasts had been given, Sir William Jury, 
who was in rare form, procecded to enlighten) those” present 
exactly why they had been invited. Before doing so he had a 
few remarks to make on the présent conditions, and in a few 
words of great sincerity expressed his complete confidence in the 
future of the industry. Proceeding, he said that he had invested 
a large amount of money in the kinematograph industry, and 
he was not at all worried. Tle was an optimist, and he was well 
content to leave his money in the industry. He put forward one 
word as a watchword for the motion picture industry, and that 
was ‘' Confidence.”’ 

Sir William then proceeded to tell his guests exactly why he 
had asked them to lunch. It was, he said, for the purpose of 
asking them to mect Mr. Marcus Leew, Mr. Robertson, of 
Robertson and Cole, Signor Baratollo, of Italy, and Messrs, 
Samuclson and Welsh-Pearson, representing British pictures, 


Helping Exhibitors. 

In a eulogy of Mr. Mareus Loew, Sir William dwelt upon the 
cordial welcome he had received in America and the keen support 
he had had from Mr. Loew ever since. ‘Talking of trade politics, 
in which he said he did not mix, sir William had some pungent 
remarks to make. He intimated he was prepared to do anything 
for the industry, and urged the showing of bigger and better 
pictures. In his further remarks Sir William announced that 
after carefully going into the demand of exhibitors at the recent 
conference at Liverpool on the price of posters, he was prepared 
to reduce his prices for posters forthwith, This announcement 
was grected with loud cheers. In conclusion he emphasised the 


fact that he was there to help exhibitors at all times, and he 
asked for their support in the future, 


Scrapping Old Films. 

Mr. Marcus Loew, who was accorded an enthusiastic reception 
on rising to respond to the toust of his health, observed that he 
was an exhibitor first and a producer afterwards, so that it was 
very gratifying to him to come there and meet so many British 
exhibitors. He had built 27 picture theatres in the past two 
He had been producing for some years, but the money 
they spent did not vet the results they expected. He came over 
here with certain more or less fixed ideas about British kinemas, 
but the statement that we were behindhand was all wrong. The 
idea of cheap films was, he said, a fallacy, It was better to pay 
a small percentage more for good films, and increase their 
receipts considerably, (Ifear, hear.) There was a matter which 
called for very serious thought, and that was the showing of 
pictures two or three years old. He was willing to throw all his 
old films into the river and to give them modern subjects. He 
was yvoing back to America to talk to his brother producers, and 
it they would not join with him in this, then he would do it 
alone. If they had a film two or three vears old, they had not 
He understood that they had 
an organisation hers representing 835 per cent. of the exhibitors, 
and unless it got going and did something, he told them frankly 
that he would not think very much of them, 

Mr. Loew's announcement on the scrapping of old. films was 
greatly to the liking of his audience, who erected it with signs 
of spontaneous appreval, Mr. Loew made a very favourable 
impression upon his audience, particularly as he appealed to 
them as brother exhibitors. 

Mr. A. BK. Newhould, M.P., in felicitous terms, proposed 
the toast of Sir William Jury, which was enthusiastically 
responded to. 

The luncheon certainly left one with, the impression that Sir 
William is held in very genuine affection by the entire industry. 

—iLW.F. 


veurs. 


the chances they oucht to have. 


ALLIED ARTISTS REPRESEN- 
TATIVES’ CONFERENCE. 


Mr. Carroll Trowbridge, New General Manger, 
Outlines Future Plans. 


HERE was held at the London headquarters of the Allied 
Artists Corporation, Ltd., last Saturday, a conference 
of executive heads and provincial representatives, when 

Mr. Carroll 8. Trowbridge, the newly-appointed veneral amanager 
for the U.K., presided. : 
Mr. Trowbridge, in weleoming the representatives, gave a 
brief outline of the policy it was proposed to follow in’ regard 
to forthcoming new releases, and threw the meeting open for 
representatives to oudine the conditions which existed in their 
own territories. He emphasised the fact that they were out 


Google 


that form the backbone of the exhibitors’ proeram, 


to give the exhibitor a fair, square, straight deal, and that the 
crganisation in the United Kingdom would treat with exhibitors 
on the same plan as in America—viz., on the single picture 
basis, open booking on the picture’s merits. He regarded it 
as unsound force weaker attractions on to an 
exhibitor’s program as a premium on the rental of a guod 
attraction. 


business to 


They did not, said Mr. Trowbridge, handle a great number 
of features, as was the case with other organisations, but the 
pictures they did produce happened to be the kind of features 
Their list 
Was composed of productions in which figured the most famous 
of stars, so as far as box-office drawing power was concerned, 
every representative who followed out his instructions as toe 
henest, fair, straightforward dealing with the exhibitor should 
have no difficulty in doing satisfactory business, which would 
result in mutual bencfit to all concerned. 
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A DELIGHTFUL es! OF ENGLISH FARM 
E. 


Screen Version of a Warwick Deeping Story in which | 
Guy Newall has his Greatest Part. 


66 OX FARM,” the new George Clark picture, which was 
shown to the London trade at the West Fnd Cinema 
last week, is an essentially British production, Story, 

acting, scenery, and ideals are all just what we expect to find 

in a film directed by Guy Newall, and added to this is an 
unaffected simplicity which makes the picture the more accept- 
able, and will assure its ultimate success with the public. 


GLIMPSES OF RURAL ENGLAND. 

The story of ‘‘ Fox Farm’ breathes the life of rural England. 
The characters are so true to type that their counterpart may 
be found any day on any farm in the country districts of 
England, and the mode of living, the manners and customs of 


ScENE From ‘‘ Fox Farm.” 


these delightful folk are so presented that the film is much more 
a mirror of life than a record of fiction, Those who look for 
truth and actuality in a picture will welcome this latest Stoll 
offering all the more warmly on this account. Those who are 
inclined to turn a suspicious eye on a story because it happens 
to be simple will look for an ulterior motive in the production, 
and, finding none, will search in other directions to discover 
obvious faults in construction. Here, again, they will be dis- 
appointed, for ‘‘ Fox Farm,”’ though it has its faults, is a far 
more nearly perfect picture than are the generality of British 
films, and it is so essentially English in outlook and in 
atmosphere—and_ withall so human—that kinema-goers the 
world over will enter fully into the enjoyment of it, and long 
to see others of a like kind. 


A SIMPLE STORY OF SIM PLE FOLK, 
Simplicity is its keynote. Simplicity of action and rugged 
simplicity of feeling dominate the story and make it all the 
stronger and more appealing. Its action may be outlined in 
comparatively few words. Jesse Falconer, a farmer by trade, 
a fatalist by inclination, was too much of a Stoic to be a success, 
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‘**Fox Farm”’ is a film play which will delight every type of audience. 
Its Story is simple; its Acting sincere; its Scenery charming ; 

its Humour and Pathos irresistible. 
it without hesitation. 


Exhibitors can book 


and his wife, Kate, dubbed him a fool. Near neighbours were 
Sam Wetherell, half gipsy, half gentleman, wholly a scoundrel, 
and his family. Ann, his daughter, was of gentle disposition, 
and her attention was attracted to Falconer by his love of 
animals. One day, felling a tree, the fuse hung fire, and 
Falconer, going to ascertain the cause, received the charge in 
his eyes and was blinded. Ann was much more concerned than 
Kate, and when she became servant at the farmhouse, brightened 
his life and grew to love him. 'o help in the management of 
the farm, Mrs. Faleoner was assisted by Jack Rickaby, a 
despicable rascal. The two fell in love, and when Falconer 
discovered their secret and asked his wife what was going on 
between them, she admitted her love for the man, The con- 
fession led Falconer to leave home where love was denied him, 
and into the misty future he was followed by Ann, the gipsy. 


GUY NEWALL’S ACTING TRIUMPH. 

A simple little story of the love and tragedy that entered the 
lives of a number of simple folk, but it is all told so charmingly, 
and with such a sense of reality, that it appeals with irresistible 
force to the imagination and holds the attention from start to 
finish, Of the acting one cannot speak too highly. Guy Newall 
has never done anything better than in the réle of the rough 
and rather uncouth farmer with a heart of gold, and a love of 
animals which His attachment to the four. 
footed friend who guides his steps and is his inseparable 
companion is touching in the extreme, and Guy Newall’s acting 
is so sincere, and his tears so real when the animal is killed, 
that he makes one feel the poignancy of the little drama that 
has been enacted. 


is an obscssion, 


Such a scene as that when the farmer and 
the girl scatter roses on the grave of their tiny friend is a real 
test of merit, for it might so easily have degenerated from pathos 
to bathos. But both he and Miss Ivy Duke came out of the 
ordeal with flying colours. , 


A SHOWMAN’S PICTURE. 

Animal lovers will simply revel in ‘t Fox Farm,” for there 
are endless scenes in which the familiar four-footed actors of 
farm life are introduced most effectively. This attractive 
feature of the popular film play is never overdone, however, and 
it should be added that the glimpses of farmyard settings, and 
the many beautiful scenic shots which abound in the picture, 
considerably increase its general attraction. The film play is 
based on a novel by Warwick Deeping, and a quite delightful 
feature is the clever character acting of A. Bromley-Davenport 
as the gipsy. This artiste seems to go from strength to strength, 
and to improve with each successive réle in which he appears. 
His acting in the picture under notice is well-nigh perfect, and 
is distinguished by touches of real venius, as well as quite 
inimitable humour. Miss Barbara Everest also gives so fine a 
rendering of the part of the callous and ‘‘ catty ’’ wife that one 
comes to thoroughly hate her! Others who distinguish them- 
selves in the cast are John Alexander, Cameron Carr, and Charles 
Evemy. 

‘* Fox Farm ’’ is a picture that the exhibitor can book without 
hesitation.—L.W. 
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used in the elaborated version of ‘* Tess of the Storin 

Country,” in which Mary Pickford will star for a second 
time, have been made preparatory to starting the filming of this 
notable production, which will be released by wAliied Artists. 
“Tess of the Storm Country ’’ served as the stepping stone to 
stardom for Miss Pickford, A five-recler, it was originally made 
and released in the early part of 1913. In her desire to improve 
* at the com- 


A CTUAL camera tests of the costumes and scenes to be 


upon the artistic work which she did in ‘* Tess 
mencement of her brilliant career, she is actuated by the 
ambition to make such a correct photoplay as will ensure its 
recognition as a sercen classic. 


English Director for Nazimova. 

Charles Bryant, who is responsible for the production of 
Ibsen's ‘tA Doll’s House,’’ an Allied Artists’ release in which 
the famous Nazimova appears as Nora Helmer, is well known 
to London playgoers. Making his first stage appearance over 
twenty years ago with Mrs. Bandman Palmer's Company, 
he subsequently toured as leading juvenile with Mrs. Patrick 
Campbell in ‘‘ Lady Tetley’s Divorce,” and appeared for the 
first time on the London stage in Pinero’s ‘ Iris.” Two tours 
followed in America, and again Mr. Bryant was back in England 
with Mr. Arthur Bourchier at the Garrick Theatre, where he 
played in ‘* Samson,’’ ‘* Macbeth,’ and ‘The Arm of the 
Law.” 


“* Conquering the Alps.”’ 

Ideal Films, Ltd., are making a new and striking addition 
to their Short Feature Series in the shape of a four-reel picture, 
entitled ‘‘ Conquering the Alps.’’. The film is described by the 
firm as a mountain drama and is said to possess all the thrills 
of a first-class five-reel story. The great Alpine height which 
is conquered is the famous Jungfrau, 14,000 feet high. This 
picture will be trade-shown shortly. 


‘ 


“SCENE FROM 
JpeaL’s New Traven Pictere. - 


* CONQUERING THE ALps,”’ 
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The Week’s Trade 


Lupino Lane’s Next Comedies. 

The titles of the next two of the special series of comedies 
which Lupino Lane is making for William Fox will be ‘* My 
Hero’ and ‘The Pirate.” According to all accounts, the 
stories have been specially written for the famous English 
comedian with careful attention to his unique qualifications, 


‘“* A Gipsy Cavalier.” 

“A Gipsy Cavalier? has been selected as the title for the 
film now being produced in London by Mr. J. Stuart Blackton, 
with Georges Carpentier and an all-star British cast, which is 
adapted from the novel, ‘‘ My Lady April,’” by John Overton. 
The selection of the title was most difficult, and was made 


after weeks of discussion and deliberation in the course of 
production. Up to the time of going to Beaulieu for a number 


of big exterior scenes in the New Forest, dozens of titles had 
been considered and rejected. Then, one evening as Mr. and 
Mrs. Blackton, M. Carpentier and other members of the com- 
pany were talking after the day’s work and lamenting their 
failure to find a suitable title, Mrs. Blackton suddenly exclaimed, 
“T have it-—t A Gipsy Cavalier!?’? = M, Carpentier heartily 
approved this title, ‘*In French,” he said, “ that is * Un 
Chevalier Romanesque,’ or * Un Chevalier Bohemfen,’ They 
will like that in France.” And so the title was chosen, ‘ 


America’s Compliment to England, 

The decision of the Universal Film Company, of America, to 
present their now super-production, ** Human Hearts,” in 
Manchester, prior to the New York release during the coming 
autumn, has created quite a sensation in the London film 
world, The picture is to be presented by Mr, L. Blattner, the 
entertainments director at the Gaiety, Manchester, the theatre 
of Miss Horniman’s former triumphs. The exploitation methods 
will include an ambitious operatic prologue and epilogue, in 
which Mr. William Boland, of the British National Opera 
Company, will take the principal part, and the whole of the 
presentation and exploitation scheme will be adopted by the 
Americans in October next. 


Early Release for Tennis Film. 


The Stoll Film Company’s ‘“ Tennis, and How to Play It,”’ 
featuring Suzanne Lenglen, will be released in London on 
August 14 and in the provinces on August 21. Enterprising 
exhibitors should get a good public for this film before the 
tennis season closes. 


Poking Fun at Superstition. 


Jess Robbins, producer of the comedy ‘Too Much Business,” 
is receiving the congratulations of leading exhibitors through- 
out the country. Naturally this encouragement is being felt in 
his production of the next comedy in the series, “ The Ladder 
Jinx.”" David Kirkland is collaborating with Robbing in. this 
production, which is based on the Edgar Franklin story, and 
deals with the superstition about walking under a ladder. 
Vitagraph is distributing the series, ’ 
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Fox Screens Well-known Novel. 


What is claimed to be an important picture is now in course 
of perparation at the Fox Hollywood studios under the title of 
‘t Trooper O'Neil,’? based on George Goodchild’s popular best- 
seller of the same name, of which William Fox recently pur- 
chased the screen rights. It is described as a powerful story 
of the Canadian North-West Mounted Police, and the noted 
actor, Charles Jones, will portray the title rdle. 


Screening Popular Novels. 


Forthcoming productions at the Stoll studio include screen 
versions of three popular novels, viz., ‘A Debt of Honour "’ and 
‘*The Top of the World,’’ by Ethel M. Dell, and ‘‘ Petticoat 
T.oose,’”? by Rita. Isobel Elsom is to play the heroine of the 
first-named picture, upon which Maurice Elvey is to. start 
work as soon as he has finished ‘* Dick Turpin.’’ The producer 
af Rita’s extraordinarily named story will be Sinclair Hill, now 
engaged upon ‘‘ The Nonentity,’’ another Ethel M. Dell story. 


Around the Town. 


The contents of Gaumont's ‘‘Around the Town,’' No. 140, 
include a few moments with Daniel Sherrin, whose landscape 
paintings and sketches are to be seen in almost every town in 
the United Kingdom; ‘* The Awakening of Spring,'’’ a new and 
original ballet by the pupils of Italia Conti; a short trip round 
Brussels; ‘* Who's Zoo,’ a clever political cartoon, by Alick 
P. Ritchie; and a peep into the film studio whilst Carpentier 
and Flora Le Breton rehearse one of the scenes in ‘t A Gipsy 
Cavalier,”! 


Casting Down His Eyes, 


In the ‘** Secrets of Nature Series,’? which Regent Films are 
handling, the kinematographer, Mr, H, M, Lomas, has secured 
a remarkable little picture exhibiting the habits of the land- 
crab, In one scene in this film is shown the ingenious optical 
arrangements which enable the land-crab to rectify matters 
when he gets a bit of grit in the eve, so to speak. His eyes, 
it appears, are mounted on stick-like contrivances which pro- 
ject about two inches from his countenance. On his chest is 
what is, in effect, a little brush, and to remove the irritant 
from his eve he merely bends the optic down and brushes it on 
his chest. 


‘* Wild Honey,’’ 


There are but few people who have not read the remarkable 
novels of Cynthia Stockley, A vast majority, therefore, of the 
fiction-reading public, from’ whom {t must be admitted the 
kinema audiences are largely recruited, will weleome the coming 
of a pictorial version of what is regarded as one of this 
authoress's finest works, ‘Wild Honey,’ a Universal Jewel 
Production, to be presented by F.B.O, The story, which 
ranges from the heart of, London society to the depths of 
wildest Africa, is said to, contain many extremely thrilling 
incidents. ‘* Wild Honey’’”? will be trade shown by F.B.O. at 
the Shaftesbury Pavilion .on August 16, at 11-15 a.m., and pro- 
vincial trade shows will be announced at an early date. 
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Activities at a Glance. 
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A Serviceable Press Sheet. 

A large four-page Press-sheet comes to hand from Associated 
First National in connection with that firm's offering, ‘* Man— 
Woman—Marriage,”’ the trade shows of which have been so 
well attendcd and efficiently carried out. Cast, plot and synopsis 
with a striking design, are printed upon the front page, Press 
stories, illustrations of posters and particulars of blocks occupy- 
ing the rest of the sheet. An order form for publicity supplies 
accompanies. Another issue by Associated First National is a 
card for hanging in the vestibule, upon which appears in 
striking type and setting: ‘t Stop: Have You Left Anything?”’ 


‘* Mrs. May ’’ Filmed. 

Mary Brough, one of the English stage’s greatest law-comedy 
actresses, has worthily maintained the traditions of a great 
theatrical family in many sereen parts. She is playing the réle 
of Mrs. May in a film version of ‘‘ A Sister to Assist’er.’’ George 
Dewhurst, who is producing this subject for Baron Films, says 
that Miss Brough's interpretation, although necessarily 
different from that of the late Fred Emney, is just as heavily 
charged with boisterous fun. now almost 
completed. 


Production is 


‘‘ The Crimson Circle.’’ 

Granger's Fixclusives, Ltd., have acquired the U.K. rights 
for the new kinema elub picture *t The Crimson Circle.’” which 
has now been completed, and will be shown to the trade early 
in September, Considerable interest has been taken in the 
filming of this picture, as many of the prominent artistes at 
the studios appear in it. George Ridgwell directed, assisted 
by Harry Worth, and a large and enthusiastic staff. The cast 
is very strong, and includes Eva Moore, Madge Stuart, Rex 
Davis, Fred Groves, Robert English, Lawford Davidson, 
Sydney Paxton, Clifton Boyne, Hille Norwood, Olaf Hytten, 
Berham Bunleigh, Gordon Hopkirk and many others. In the 
ballroom set some 140 of the artistes assembled, and a very 
brilliant scene resulted. The scenario is by Patrick L. Mannock, 
and the camera work was in the efficient hands of J, 
Phil Ross and Arthur Kingston, 
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Scene From ‘ THE Crimson Circe.’ 
Rowert Enauisu, Eva Moore ann Rex Davis. 
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WHAT IS MELODRAMA ? 


Good Drama Unfinished — Undeveloped, says Well-known 
American Producer. 


(By WILLIAM DE MILLE, Producer of Paramount Special, 


*‘ Midsummer Madness’). 


ELODRAMA has at its basis a human character in 

M an acute situation. A human character in such 

a situation is always interesting. This, in brief, 
accounts for the popularity of the melodrama. 

The reason we call it melodrama, and, to some extent, 
look down upon it, is that the average writer of melo- 
drama gets his characters into an acute situation by 
forced and unnatural means. But the audience would 
rather see an acute situation, even if brought about 
somewhat unnaturally, than to see a perfectly natural 
situation that is not acute. 4, 

The situations in the higher type of drama are really as 
acute as in melodrama, and are more dramatic, because 


they have been worked out more naturally, and, therefore, 
more convincing, with a more powerful and dramatic 
effect. Melodramatic dramatists are exponents of the 
drama who, having smashed the fundamental part of the 
art, have not perfected. their expressions to the point of 
making their work entirely convincing. 


The last act of ‘‘ Macbeth ’’ is just as melodramatic as 
anything one can think of. | Nothing could be more melo- 
dramatic than the last act of ‘‘ Hamlet.’? Yet we do not 
call this melodrama because of the perfection with which 
it is worked out. | Mclodrama is really good drama 
unfinished, undeveloped, 


SCENES FROM THE FILMING OF “ROB ROY.” 


Above: Ros Roy’s Funerat Procession. 
Below : THe Ficur at Rog Roy’s GRAvesIDE. 
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THE TRADE IN LIVERPOOL. 


_ (By our own Correspondent.) 


Lancashire Looking Up—Reviving Old Favourites—Walturdaw Picture Well Received—Quality Plays 
Trade Show—-Gaumont’s Attractive Offerings—Fox Fixtures. 


OTH on the renting and exhibiting sides of the industry 
B a distinetly more hopeful tone prevails as to the near 
future of trade than has been apparent for a considerable 
time past. ‘t Indeed, given anything like a continuance of the 
improvement—slow, certainly, but nevertheless sure—which has 
manifested itself in industrial conditions of late,’? said’ one 
optimist, * by the middle of the coming winter we ought to be 
back to something like normal times so far as the kinema 
industry is concerned.’’ That inay or may not be too hopeful a 
note to sound. Time alone will show, but it is certainly refresh. 
ing, travelling round amongst representatives of renting 
establisiiments on the one band, and proprietors and munagers 
of picturedromes on the other, to find them smiling and 
cheerfully imparting the intelligence that business is much better 
than it has been for some time past. I met the manager of one 
well-known renting establishment, with an active branch in 
Liverpool, the other day, and he was in high glee as to the 
bookings which had been nevotiated the same week over a wide 
area in’ Lancashire, Cheshire, and North Wales by his two 
outside representatives. May such a happy state of affairs 
continue! . 


Reviving Oid Favourites. 

Chancing in upon Auguste Denton at Famous-Lasky’s Dale 
Strect offices the other day, I learnt that it is the intention of 
this house to revive three films which proved most popular and 
enjoyed extensive runs in Liverpool and district, as well as 
all other parts of the country. This step has been decided upon 
in consequence of the repeated expressions of desire on the part 
of the picture-going publie for further opportunities to renew 
acquaintance with the films referred to. Their titles are ‘ The 
Woman God Forgot,’’ ‘‘ Barbary Sheep,'’ and ‘ The Career 
of Catherine Bush,” the two last-named featuring the ever- 
popular Elsie Ferguson. The first-named of the trio, “ The 
Woman God Forgot,’? was not too favourably received hy 
members of the exhibiting side of the industry so far, at least, 
as the. Merseyside is concerned when it was made the subject 
of a trade show in Liverpool, but when submitted to public 
criticiam it created such a furore that there was loud clamouring 
on the part of exhibitors for it on all hands, and for several 
who were fortunate enough to secure bookings it established 
something of a record as a patronage-attracting medium. These 
films will be reissued in March next. 


Walturdaw Picture Well Received. 

- At the Futurist last Friday F. P. Maynes had a trade view, 
on belialf of Walturdaw’s, of ‘‘ The Colonel’s Orderly,’’ a 
picturised version of the novel of that name by the well-known 
French writer, Guy. de Maupassant. There was a large and 
representative assemblage of viewers in evidence, and at the 
conclusion of the show genial little ‘‘ F.P.’’ negotiated quite a 
number of contracts for the film, including first run, booked by 
Mr. Stafford Picton for the Scala, Liverpool. Indeed, the film 
was received by the audience, which included several keen film 
‘« tasters,’’ with what can only be described as extraordinary 
enthusiasm. 


Quality Plays Trade Show. 

Mention of Walturdaw’s reminds me that I ran across Arthur 
Leslie last week-end, when he was full of interesting reports 
of capital business, both as to volume and terms, which he had 
transacted the same week. For yesterday he had fixed up a 
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trade show of the first of the four Quality plays, viz., ‘* Ths 
White Rat,’ "A Question of Principle,” ** Fallen Leaves,"’ and 
* The Thief.’ This series met with a tremendous reception 
when sereened recently for the benefit of the London trade, so 
much so that the producer, Mr. George A. Cooper, was after- 
wards called before the sereen repeatedly to bow — his 
acknowledgments to a delighted audience. 


Gaumont’s Attractive Offerings. 


The Gaumont Company had two more than usually interesting 
trade shows last week, and each of the two films was screened 
twice, as is the custom of this house, for the convenience of 
exhibitors. On Tuesday, in the Scala Kinema in the forenoon, 
and in Gaumont’s own theatre in the afternoon, there were 
exhibitions of a selection of the new series of single-reel features 
entitled ‘* Tense Moments from Opcra,’? which have been 
produced by Master Films, Ltd. The other picture referred to 
was a Swedish Biovraph drama, entitled ** Seas of Chance,"’ 
and directed by that master of film production, Mr. John W. 
Brunius. Similarly to the first-mentioned film, ‘ Seas: of 
Chance “ was sercened at the Seala in the forenoon, and in 
Gaumont’s own theatre after dinner. 


Fox Fixtures. 


Gordon Dartnall had a successful trade show at the Futurist 
Picture House on Tuesday forenoon last week of the latest Fox 
production, ‘* The Fast Mail,’’ the exhibition of which was 
enthusiastically received by a representative onlooking of the 
exhibiting fraternity on the Merseyside. On Tuesday last 
Gordon had a trade show at the Scala cf a most excellent film 
entitled ‘tA Stage Romance,’ in which the bright, particular 
star is William Farnum. A handy and ‘‘ meaty " card which 
has just come along from Fox's sets forth their August trade 
show activities as follows, viz.: August 3, ‘‘ Without Fear ”’ 
(featuring Pearl White) and ‘‘Arabian Love *' (starring John 
Gilbert); August 17, ‘‘ Sky High ’* (Tom Mix) and ‘* Big Town 
Ideas" (Kileen Perey); August 24, ‘‘Very Truly Yours '' (Shirley 
Mason) and.‘t Up and Going "’ (Tom Mix). . All these events 
will be held at the Palais de Luxe, where Gordon Dartnall closed 
an interesting and comprehensive July program on the 27th ult. 
with ‘* Elope If You Must’ and ‘‘ Western Speed.” 


Pearl Co.’s Show. 


There is to be a Sunday show on August 13 at 3 p.m., at 
the Kinema Exchange. Mr. Harris informs me that special 
super-productions will be screened, and it. will be in the best 
interest of exhibitors to see these subjects. 


Provincial Productions Agents. 


Mr. Carmen tells me that he has appointed Messre. Jack 
Hodson and Jack Goddard to be his firm’s agents in Liverpool. 
These gentlemen need no boosting. Mr. Carmen is fortunate- 
in his choice. 


@ WATCH FOR : 
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SUPERB FOREST FIRE SCENES. 


European’s Big Picture, ‘The Storm,” 


gets Over with 


Some Big Fire Scenes in a Forest and 
Fine Snow-Storm Effects. 


A Somewhat Commonplace Story that drags badly at times and is in 


need of Drastic Cutting, possesses Great Exploitation 


Possibilities, 
TORM,” which the European Motion Picture overcome and Burr carries her through the flames. They finally 


66 HE S 
Company screened to the trade on Tuesday, is a 


curious picture made up of a somewhat toshy story 
relieved with a big climax in the shape of a forest fire, which 
is marvellously well done, and chiefly notable for its setting 
in the Canadian North West. The story in parts drags very 
badly and the picture could do with considerable cutting. It 
is on the whole very well produced, and if it had had a better 
scenario would have undoubtedly made a very big picture. In 
its present form there are many criticisms to be levelled against 
it, the main one of which is that for a considerable period there 
is little or no action, whilst the acting is not always adequate 
to the occasion. 


Thrilling Rapids Scene. 

The story deals with one Burr Winton, a stalwart woodsman, 
who invites his friend, Dave Stewart, a city-bred man, to his 
eabin in the mountains to spend the winter. A Frenchman, 
Fanchaud, living with his daughter Manette, is arrested for 
smuggling. By the aid of his daughter he escapes arrest, but is 
badly wounded. He manages to get to the cabin of Winton 
after a thrilling scene, in which in a canoe he shoots the rapids 
and has hairbreadth escapes whilst journeying down a_ boiling 
river. He dies in the cabin of Winton, in whose charge he 
leaves his daughter. 

A blinding blizzard prevents Winton from taking Manette 
to a convent, and Manette, Winton and Dave, cut off from the 
rest of the world, are forced to live in the cabin until spring. 
Both Burr and Dave fall in love with Manette and they become 
insanely jealous of cach other, As the days pass there becomes 
evident every human weakness that ultra-civilisation has 
developed in David, and every primitive good quality that the 
woods have kept in Burr. 


Fleeing from Fire. 


They are willing tou murder each other from the second day 
over Manette, but she does everything. in her power to keep 


them friendly. Through a ruse Dave manages to make Burr 
believe that Manette loves him (Dave), and Burr starts out 
from the cabin to-obtain supplies from an outpost. He is 
stopped by a forest fire. Starting slowly, the yellow flames 
whip themselves into a devastating fury. Burr manages to reach 
the cabin and endeavours to help the others to safety. The 
huge forest soon is a solid mass of flame and smoke, driving 
wild animals before it as well as the fleeing trio. Manette is 


CARL LAEMMLE PRESENTS 


MARY PICKFORD | 


As she appeared twelve years ago. 
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Burr rushes 
Manette 


reach water, but Dave has fallen by the way. 
back into the thick of the flames and rescues Dave. 


” 


ScENE FROM *' THE Storm. 
declares her love for Burr and they are made happy, through 
Dave's explanation of his trickery. * 


Peautiful North-West Settings. 


There are some remarkably fine scenes with settings in the 
cold and barren north west, and in particular the scenes where 
Fanchaud shoots the rapids are remarkably well done. The 
scene where Winton, Dave and Manette fight their way through 
a forest fire to safety is one of the big punches of the film and 
undoubtedly makes this production intensely thrilling. Nothing 
finer than this has been done on the film, and if for this scene 
alone ‘* The Storm *’ deserves to succeed. It is a pity, however, 
that more action is not introduced into the lives of these three 
whilst thrown together in a cabin and devoid of ali help from 


outside. One gets the impression that there is always going 
to be a fight between Winton and Stewart and are curiously 


disappointed that it never comes to a head. 

Virginia Valli as Manette gives a very fascinating portrayal 
of the Frenchman's daughter, and her performance throughout 
Playing opposite is House Peters, who is 
His portrayal of 


is exceedingly good. 
typically suited to this class of production. 
the on the whole, very effective, but at 
times one is apt to lose sympathy with him. Matt Moore as 


Dave Stewart is also quite effective in his way. 


silent woodsman is, 


The production is extremely well handled as one would expect. 


from such an excellent producer as Reginald Barker. ‘‘ The 
Storm’? is a good showman’s picture as it possesses great 


exploitation possibilities in its extraordinarily fine scenes of 
the shooting of the rapids. Exhibitors will be well advised to 
view this production for themselves. 
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TRADE IN THE YORKSHIRE TERRITORY. 


(By our Leeds Correspondent.) 


Yorkshire and Sunday Opening—Ease the Burden !—Sheffield Representative’s Change—Two Big 
Mercury Attractions—Fox’s Full List—Lupino Lane’s First Fox Comedy— 
«A Bill of Divorcement.’’ 


HAT is Yorkshire exhibiters’ opinion of the Sunday 
W opening of kinemas, and do they really desire it? The 
question was broached at a complimentary dinner 
given by the directors of the new Scala Super Cinema in leeds 
last week. Alderman Arthur Willey, replying to a toast of ‘* The 
City and Corporation,”’ referred to the ‘* grandmotherly legisla- 
tion ’’ to which (happily not in this city, but too often up and 
down the country) the kinema wes subjected, and to the 
** kill-joys ’’—all of which he would like to see swept away. He 
looked forward to the time when picture theatres would be open 
on Sundays, and, providing there was the same supervision as 
in London, he would be in favour of such a movement. It is 
good to know that there are such broad and open-minded people 
as Alderman Willey on our civic bodies, but, curiously enough, 
the question of Sunday opening has never yet been raised 
seriously in the trade in Leeds. 


Ease the Burden! 


What Leeds exhibitors are more interested in is the question 
of rates and taxes, and the sentiment ef the Deputy Lord Mayor 
{Alderman Brown) that ‘‘ he hoped the authorities would be as 
kind as possible to the Scala in regard to rates, as the promoters 
had done the centre of the city a lot of good in clearing out old 
property,” has been well received. The idea wants ‘* broad- 
casting."’ 


Sheffield Representative’s Change! 

Mr. Ambrose Pickard, formerly the Sheffield representative 
of Fox Films, who recently resigned to take up a similar 
appointment with Mr. Booth Grainge, of the Mercury Film 
Service, has been released from his cngazement by Mr. Grainze 
to enable h:m to rejoin his former manager, Mr. B. Dade, who 
is now handling Universal films in Yorkshire from 26a, Queen's 
Arcade Balcony, Leeds. 


Two Big Mercury Attractions. 

By the way, Mr. Booth Grainge, of the Mercury Film Service, 
has two outstanding attractions coming along for trade show this 
month—a fiim in colours of Victor Hugo's ‘‘ The House of Mary 
Tudor,’’*and a 6,000 fect teatere film of ‘* Robinson Crusoe,’’ 
which keeps closely to the story, even to actual quotations from 
the book ag sub-titles. The film in colours will be screened 
at the Majestic, and, as with the other feature, is for early 
release. 


Fox’s Full List. 

Mr. W. W. Jay, of Fox Films, sends me a handy list of trade 
show card tickets (in similar form to a series of concert tickets) 
tor all the territories covered by Fox, from which I gather there 
are to be some interesting shows in Leeds (Kinema Exchange) 
this month: Wednesday, August 9, ‘* Without Fear "' (Pearl 
White) and ‘‘Arabian Love " (John Gilbert); Tuesday, August 


“a 
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22, Sky High" (Tom Mix) and “‘ Big Town Ideas ” (Eileen 
Percy); and Tuesday, August 29, ‘¢ Very Truly Yours '’ (Shirley 
Mason) and ‘t Up and Going "’ (Tom Mix). 


Lupino Lane’s First Fox Comedy. 


A number of Yorkshire exhibitors who recently had an 
opportunity of privately viewing the new Lupino Lane comedy, 
‘The Reporter,’ produced under Wm. Fox auspices, express 
themselves greatly pleased with it. Lupino should indeed 
‘* make good "’ in the Fox studios. He has, at any rate, made 
a good start, so I am told. 


‘* A Bil of Divorcement.’’ 


‘‘A Bill of Divorcement,’’ after the well-known London stage 
success, and featuring Constance Binney and Fay Compton, will 
be the next for trade show by Mr. Davies, of Ideal Films, in 
Leeds, and good reports are already coming through of ‘‘ The 
Wilderness Tales,’ a delightful series of short films based on 
famous stories. The Leeds trade shows may be expected this 
month. 


Best Things From Other Renters. 


Owen Nares and Lilian Hall-Davis feature in the Samuelson 
film, ‘* Brown Sugar,"’ after the suecessful stage play, which the 
New Century screened the other day. 

Mr. G. H. Johnson, ‘‘ the lad fra Lancashire,’ is shortly to 
offer a big thing in ‘* Oh Boy!"*—after the big London. stage 
Trade show in September. 


STRIKING SHOWMANSHIP. 


i ee value of real showmanship has been evidenced by the 
magnificent business which Mr. L. Blattner, of the 
Gaiety Theatre, Manchester, did with Mack Sennett’: 
* Down on the Farm."' Mr. Blattner went to great pains to 
“put it over" in a magnificent way. Tho front of the Gaiety 
was transformed for the nonce into a farmyard; sheep in pens, 
fowls in cages, ete., grected the audience as they came in. A 
farm-hand showed patrons to their seats, all the lady attendants 
being dressed in country garb. The stage itself represented a 
village scene, in which the yokels enacted Mr. Blattner’s own 
prologue, The members of the orchestra, too, were all dressed 
as farm-hands, and altogether the spectator had the impression 
conveyed to him that he was spending a jolly day in the country. 
Result—crowded houses. 


’ 


success, 


After fercing an entrance into the Millfield) Pieture House, 
Sunderland, thieves succeeded in eutting out the back of the 
safe and getting away with a considerable amount of money, 
mostly in silver. : : 
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IN THE MIDLANDS. 


(By our Birmingham Correspondent.) 


Kinema 


Company’s Bad Year—Directors Hopeful, However—Halesowen House’s New Head—Benevolent 


Fund Query—Trade Showing Pathe’s Serial. 


SHE second annual report of Midlands Entertainments, 
Ltd., submitted to the shareholders at the King’s Hall, 
Birmingham, on Thursday, showed a loxs of £6,104 13s. 

on the vear ended June 3. This was reduced after deducting 
a balanee brought forward from the previous year to a deficiency 
of £3,734 18s. 11d. No dividend was recommended, and the 
concluding words of the auditors’ certificate, ‘‘ subject to our 
further report,’? had aroused some curiosity amongst the share- 
holders. 


Directors Hopeful, However. 


The directors attribute the loss to the heavy fall of receipts, 
and say there is no doubt that a revival of normal trade and 
employment would produce a satisfactory result. The gross 
takings were £48,545 und the net receipts £37,522. A sum of 
£11,022 was paid in Entertainment Tax. A trading and profit 
and loss account is published with the balance sheet. This shows 
that £15,407 was spent in film hire and £14,539 in salaries and 
The company own five halls—two in Coventry and one 
The latter 


wages. 
each in Birmingham, Wolverhampton, and Tipton. 
house is closed for the summer months. 


Representative’s Change. 

Jack Foster, formerly Fox branch manager in Birmingham, 
and latterly on the staff of the Regent Film Co., has suecceded 
T. E. Davies as general manager of Walkcergraphs, Ltd. 


Halesowen Houses New Head. 

W. B. Tyrer has just succeeded Mr. Parkes in the management 
of the Cosy Corner Kinema, Halesowen. He was formerly at 
the Premicr Picture House, Aston, and latterly has been in 
charge of the Olympia, West Bromwich, which is now closed 
for structural alterations. 


A Query. 

A query which one often comes across in irmingham latterly 
concerns the existence of the Kinema Trade Benevolent Fund. 
The question is being asked, What has become of it? No meet- 
ing appears to have been held for some time, and if a suecessor 
has vet been appointed to Billy Greenfield no one secms to 
know his name. 


Bulldogs to Move. ; 

The Birmingham Bulldoes Club has reeeived intimation that 
its present premises in Martineau Strect may be required by the 
owners in December. ; 


Trade Showing Pathé’s Serial. 

T. W. Wilson, of Pathé's, tells me that one of his current 
offerings, ‘‘ Hail, the Woman,” is doing remarkably good 
business, An interesting new departure in procedure is being 
niade in the trade showing of the new big animal serial, ‘t The 
Jungle Goddess.’ Instead of a selection the whole of the 
episodes will be offered for view. The next two big trade shows 
will be those pf the new Jackie Coogan film, ‘* Trouble,’’ and 


. 


the Louise Glaum feature, ‘‘ Love.”” 


Interest in Ideal Offerings. 

Harold Boodson, of Ideal, hopes to give an early trade show 
of ‘ A’ Bill of Divoreement.”’ Meanwhile he finds a very 
welcome market for the Campbell comedies and Ideal's short 
feature subjects. 


Lasky’s New British Picture. 

Two subjects which J. J. Cooper, of Famous-Lasky, is 
confident will attract more than ordinary interest when trade 
shown in the near future are ‘‘ Beyond the Rocks,” featuring 
Gloria Swanson, and ‘‘ The Spanish Jade,"’ the latter of which 
is a Lritish-made subject featuring David Powell and Evelyn 
Brent. 


BIRMINGHAM’S 


NEW KINEMA. 


Coronet Picture House Opening To-Day. 


HE Coronet Picture House at the junction of Watts Road 

and Coventry Road, Small Heath, Birmingham, built at 

a cost of £30,000 from the plans of Mr. Horace Bradley, 

is to open its doors tc the public to-day (August 5). The scheme 

owes its conception to Mr. Harry Morris, a well-known Small 

Heath resident, who secured the freehold of the site in 1918. 

His first intention was to erect a hall for dancing and billiards. 

Friends persuaded him to change his mind, and the result is 

a most handsome kinema with all the latest appointments. The 

directors are Messrs. Harry Reynolds (chairman), W. H. Dull, 

W. Astley, S. W. Clift, H. B. Lane, H. Morris, senr., and H. 
Morris, junr. 


‘Design and Decoration. 

The licence of the Casino Kinema, over the Co-operative 
: Stores, was transferred to the Coronet in 1921, and the Justices 
sare said to be highly pleased with the design and construction 
‘of the new buildings. Accommodation has been provided - for 
900 persons on the floor and 300 in the baleony, which is 
rrecessed, and so strongly built of reinforced concrete that the 


Google 


severe test of 20 tons weight on a single beam failed to show 
the slightest deflection. The colour scheme is most tasteful. 
There is no riot of colour, or again of lights, but an air of refine. 
ment and dignity in blues and greys, blending admirably with 
the white of the ornament. The entrance hall has been treated 
in a bright wine colour, and there are four panelled paintings 
representing scenes from Shakepearean plays. Over the marble 
steps leading into the hall is a glass verandah, on the frieze of 
which are the words, '‘A Hundred Thousand Welcomes "' and 
‘Our True Intent is All for Your Delight.’’ Persons waiting 
for admission to the higher-priced seats will find ample accom- 
modation in the hall, while at the rear of the building there is 
a spacious waiting-room for patrons seeking admission to the 
lower-priced seats. 


The directors have appointed Frnest Ellerslie, of King’s 
Heath, formerly booking manager for the Reynold’s circuit, as 
resident manager. There will be a continuous show from 3 p.m. 
until 10-80, and the admission charges will be 5d. and 9d. to 
the auditorium, and 1s. and Is. 6d. to the balcony. 
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from an Exhibitor: 


The Llanelly Cinema, 
Stepney Street, 
Llanelly, 
18th July, 1922. 
THEO. FLIGELSTONE, Esq., 
Messrs. Servall’s, Ltd., 
40 Charles Street, Cardiff. 


Dear Mr. FLIGELSTONE, 

Just a line to express my pleasure at meeting you and Mr. Granger 
to-day at your Trade Show of ‘‘A SPORTING DOUBLE.” I must 
thoroughly compliment you on your latest feature film—a feature in 
every sense of the word—a film that will go far to revive business and, 
I beg to prophesy, will prove a money-getter wherever shown. I shall 
be pleased to reserve a date for this subject, and shall be glad to recom- 
mend to any showman who is anxious to find an attraction to suit all 
classes, 


Please accept a word of praise for your ‘‘ FILM FABLES.” | 
was rather in doubt about them until your Mr. Owen kindly brought 
one down here asasample. After seeing the way my audience received 
it, as you know, I booked the entire series. Please refer anyone who 
is in doubt to me, or better still, ask them to come and see one shown. 
That, I am sure, will be sufficient. 


With best wishes, and kindest regards,—Ycours faithfully, 
THE LLANELLY CINEMA, LTD. 
(Signed) Tom VAISEY, 


General Manager. 
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from a British Renter: 


GRANGER’S EXCLUSIVES 


tender to Mr. Vaisey their warmest 
thanks for his kind letter of 
appreciation; which will encourage 
them to even greater efforts for 


the future. 
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ROUND THE MANCHESTER TRADE. 


THE WEEK'S ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTHERN CENTRE. 


Bowling—Cricket—Gilling’s Good Batch—Provincial’s Big One—Vitagraph Activity— 
Dispatch Delighted —B.E.F’s. * Shorts °»—More Cricket. 


HERE is to be another open bowling handicap under the 

i rvis of the Sports Association. This will be played on 
the green attached to the Victoria Hotel, 

Mr. H. Hargreaves. who is 
Urmston, is the tenant. 
and visitors alike. 
‘2-30 pam. 


Urmston, where 
connected with the Empress, 
A pleasant time is assured to players 
The date is Friday, August 11, and the time 
Messrs Pathé are presenting a handsome prize, and 
the other awards will be as well worth winning as those which 
have yvone before. Entries may be handed to Messrs. Jack 
Baines, C. Baker, ©. Bowmer or any member of the Sports 
Comunittee. A ladies’ handicap is proposed for the week follow- 
ing, Bireh Park being the venue. 


Manchester Beats Sheffield. 


On Friday last the Sheffield Kinema Cricket Eleven travelled 
to Manchester to join issue with the local team. The match 
was plaved on the fine ground of the Middleton Cricket Club, 
and resulted in a victory for the Mancunians by 184 runs, the 
scores being 214 for 5 and 30 all out. Dearnley hit up 111 tor 
Manchester, when he retired: Heap totalling 49. Harrison and 
Wild did not do themselves justice at the wicket, but the 
former bowled finely, taking & wickets for 15 runs. | Among 
the visitors were Jack Whiteley, of Vitagraph (captain), H.C. 
Clayton (Clayton's Bioseope), Harry Dawson (New Century), 
und FLW. Holmes (Heeley Palace). 


Gilling’s Good Batch. 


This: ‘outeepEising house has Jately 
films. ** Rocks of Life being a fine society drama, and ** The 
Love Swindle.” a charming comedy. ‘*A Soul in’ Torment” 
has gone exceptionally well, and features Lucy Doraine, who 
has proved a big success in The Love Slave" 
‘There 
Gaiety some days ago, 
aereat attraction, 


put out some splendid 


wherever shown, 
inquiry for this since the release at the 
Eighteen Jov-Wheel comedies are also 


has been much 


Provincial’s Big One. 

Mr. Carmen is tremendously enthusiastic over his next film 
which is called ** Blindfolded.” Further details will be 
announced later, but the strength and pull of this picture may 
be judged by the fact that after long negotiations it has only 
recently passed the censor. This house has handled much good 
staff of Jate, but Mr. Carmen asserts that this is the biggest 
he has ever had to deal with. 


Vitagraph Activity. 

Jack Hampson has been holidaying in’ Mona's Isle, but Mr. 
Jennings informs me-that early in September his firm will sub- 
mit ‘ Through the Wall.’ featnrnug William Dunean,. Nell 
Shipman and Corinme Griffith. ‘ My Wild Trish Rose.” based 
on the cld Hibernian melodrama, ‘The Shaughraun,”’ is expected 
to be one of the best things of the vear. Larry Semon comedies 
are going better than ever. 


Discatch Delighted. 


Mr. H. Maxwell, who is 
when T called ‘the other day. 


always genial, was also delighted 
He had received a wire telling of 


Google 


the splendid reception given Charles Dickens’ ‘' The Cricket 
on the Hearth,’ which his firm have for Lancashire. He has 
not yet fixed up a trade show locally, but the film will be put 
on shortly after the holidays this week-end.‘ Grandma's Boy,”’ 
the Harold Lloyd comedy, has been booked very heavily. 


B.E.F.’s ‘* Shorts.”’ 


The Sybil Thorndyke ‘f Tense Moment’? short films have 


caught on locally, and Mr. Matt Gill is delighted with the 
reception, B.E.F. are also putting out ‘t Crushing the Drug 
Traffic," a topical two-reeler. 


Famous-Lasky’s New Ones. 


The recent trade show of * A Bachelor Daddy,” 
Thos. Meighan, was a very great success, being considered by 
Maneunians to be Meighan’s best vet. “A Spanish Jade,” 
which is a Lasky British production, is also a very attractive 
picture. A Cosmopolitan production, ‘* Find the Woman,” 
shortly be presented to the trade. 
Harrison Ford and Norman Kerry. Also a super-special Elinor 
Glyn story, ** Beyond the Rocks,” featuring Gloria Swanson and 
Rudolph Valentine, will be offered after the holiday, 


featuring 


will 
This features Alma Rubens, 


More Cricket. 


On Wednesday next Manchester will again meet Liverponl 


at cricket. This match is in) connection with the Vivid 
Challenge Cup. It will be played on the Swinton C.C. Club's 


eround. 


Stoll’s Next. 


Both ‘ The Prodigal Son and “ Dick Turpin.’ Mr. Deal 
tells me are now well away towards completion, and exhibitors 
need to keep in touch if they are to secure these outstanding 
productions, as they are being rapidly snapped up. 


First Trade Show. 


The initial trade show at the 


New Piccadilly was held on 
Tuesday. 


Weisker'’s had secured the date and screened ‘ Wee 
Macgreegor’s Sweetheart.” Being curious as to how much a 
grand organ exploitation at a trade show, I 
attended early. There is no doubt that this musical aid creates 
a better atmosphere than an orchestra solely. The recitals prior 
to filming will tend to induce prompt attendance. Weisker's 
have other next week: Wednesday oat) the Kinema 
and: Friday at the Piceadilly again, * Faith. 
“will be screened on the Friday: 


would help 


shows 
Eixchange at noon, 
ful Heart * 


“WATCH FOR 


foolis} 
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THE HEART % WOLF 
LON a 
The dramatic and scenic wonder film of 
Ri EY IN a man who lost himself when Fate played 
” against him—and found himself through 
The Man of a 


the love of a child. 
Thousand DIRECTED by ROBERT THORNBY 
Faces.” 


UNIVERSAL JEWEL. 


The picture that was dedicated to the 
PETE RS IN mothers of the world because of its sin- 


cere and compelling mother-love theme. 

FILMED FROM THE SUCCESSFUL 
STAGE PLAY BY HAL REID. 

DIRECTED BY KING BAGGOT. 


UNIVERSAL JEWEL. 


And an all 
Star Cast. 


The Raven ‘es of 


HARRY Ni) ROBIN ” 
MYERS wots Evises SON CRUSOE : 


ture ever screened. A continued 
td . ~ 
feature tbat will mean 18 _ profitable 
Star of A Yankee weeks to the Theatre that runs it. 
at the Court, 
of King Arthugy 


DIRECTED BY ROBERT HILL- 


| UNIVERSAL CHAPTER PLAY. 


PRODUCTIO NS 


PRESENTED BY CARL LAEMMLE 


Distributed by. European ‘Motion Picture Company Limited. 
169 Wardour Street, London, Wl. —— Phone: Regent 4840, 
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The Spanish Jade. 


A Famous-Lasky British picture with a good story and 
attractive Spanish settings. 


Maurice Hewlett’s novel has filmed 
and although the story has its heavy 


adaptation from 


NW cad: : . 
A remarkably well, 


moments and occasionally drags, there is a fine 
atmosphere throughout and many very charming settings. It is 


greatly to the credit of the company that almost the entire 
filming has been done in Spain, with the result that most of 
the original settings of the theme have been secured, and many 


‘THe Spantsu JADE.”’ 


SCENE FROM 


of these are very beautiful and effective. There is, 
an exaggerated air of siesta surrounding the ordinary Spanish 
citizen, who, if not asleep, is pictured playing cards or cutting 
throats. And then the Spanish vendetta is not quite so bad 
as the Italian, and the Spaniard is notably a bad shot! 

The story follows the fortunes of a peasant girl, who is 
bartered to’ the dissolute son of one of the Grandees by a 
disreputable step-father. She is rescued from this association 
by a Don Quixote wanderer, who may have been a poet or any 
other old thing in disguise. But the slave-driving lover follows 
and finds his chattel in the 
(who is vainly looking for a bath), and, in due course, attempts 
to kill the said visitor. But the maiden intercepts the dagger, 
which is turned into the villain’s chest instead. Don Luis, 
the heavy father, immediately declares a vendetta. All three 
shall die! But he and his minions have bad luck, are bad shots, 
and bad altogether! The maiden, however, is charged with 
the murder, tricd in the Spanish way, and found guilty. 
Sentenced to a long term, she offers her life to the insatiate 
heavy father, and she is freed only to die. But Providence is 
good, Don Luis stays his hand, the maiden confesses her love 
for Don Quixote, and they wander around for ever after. 

There are many fine dramatic scenes in the picture. lf 
anything, the drama is too heavy, and the scenarist could, with 
advantage, have introduced more comedy into the situations. 
The acting was quite good, if not outstanding. Evelyn Brent 
was a very charming country maiden, who perhaps took life 
rather too seriously, but she always rose to the dramatic 
requirements of the theme. She was well supported by David 
Powell in the part of the cheerful wanderer, who was always 


perhaps, 


company of an American visitor 
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on hand to rescue maidens in distress. A fine character sketch 
was given by Mare Macdermott (an American actor of dis- 
tinction) in the part of Don Luis. With a little cutting and 
editing this picture should be an acceptable booking for the 
average audience. 


A Bachelor Daddy. 


Thomas Meighan in a part necessitating the adopting of 
five terrible children. 


Ls (ae cer MEIGHAN, in the Famous-Lasky picture trade 


shown last week under the above title, has a part 

similar to some others in which he has been seen 
recently as friend or guardian of one or more juveniles. In 
the play he has a host of adopted children under his care, 
Charlotte (Peaches) Jackson being one of them as Nina, the 
eldest orphan child of Joe Pelton, a mine manager (J. F. 
Macdonald). 

Dick Chester has made a pile in Mexico, where he still has 
interests, and is engaged to Ethel McVae, ‘‘ the product of 
generations of idle women and hard-working men.” Suddenly, 
on the eve of marriage, comes a message that his property is 
in danger from revolutionary bands, and that his presence is 
required. He goes away, reaches the mine, and helps to repel 
an attack in which the manager, his former friend, is killed. 
Pelton’s children are already motherleas: and Dick sees no other 
alternative but to bring them back to New York. 
back with five 


The journey 
troublesome children is not without anxiety, and 
the future wife refuses to take over the responsibility. In 
this predicament Sally Lockwood, his secretary, enters, and by 
mothering the youngest wins a place in Dick's heart. The 
fiancee breaks the engagement, and the last scene shows an 
addition to the family of Dick and Sally of a handsome pair of 
twins. 


The escapades of the children during their journey, and 
after their arrival at Dick’s home, provide plenty of humour, 


although had one been a passenger on the home-coming train 
one would probably have found the children’s performances 
most annoying. Dick Chester himself is often at his wit’s end. 
These doings lighten the story and ereate the interest that is 
always manifested by kinema-goers when children have a part 
in any picture, 


ScENE From ‘‘ A Bacnetor Dappy."’ 
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The Man From Blankleys. 


Successful adaptation of Anstey’s famous play as Realart picture. 


LAY-GOERS with memories going back fourteen years will 
recall with interest ‘‘ The Man from Blankley’s,’’ F, 
Anstey’s successful play, in which Charles Hawtrey’s 

genius was so well expressed. An adaptation of this once-popular 
play for the screen was shown as a Realart picture by Gaumont 
to the London trade last week, and must be accounted among 
the successful pictures of the year. 

Charles Hawtrey’s old part of Captain Gordon was taken by 
tobert Warwick, who was shown in a brief scene at the opening 
as an officer in a Scottish regiment, an incident of interfering 
with a man who was thrashing a horse providing the opportunity 
to show him in the part of a champion of the maltreated, before 
coming te the rest of the story, which takes place in New York. 
Arrived there, and finding himself shadowed, his consciousness 
of the possibility of apprehension by police causes him to duck 
into a basement, where a Bohemian club has its rooms. Here 
he meets Marjory Seaton (Bebe Daniels), the ward of a narrow- 
visioned guardian and his wife, who are anxious to marry her 
to Winslow, a brainless waster who has already made inroads 
upon her fortune with the connivance of Tidmarsh, the guardian. 
Attracted to her, he promises to meet her that night at the 
Artists’ Gambol. 

At the Gambol Gordon finds Marjory monopolised by 
Sylvester, an amateur champion boxer, and succeeds in getting 
him away by telling him he is wanted upon the ‘phone. But 
some practical jokers have monkeyed with it so that water pours 
from the mouthpiece. Sylvester, suspecting Gordon to be 
implicated, threatens him, to be cavalierly treated in return. 
Gordon, seeing his detective present, makes good his escape with 
the aid of a boxing promoter, and returns to the promoter’s 
rooms, where he meets an ex-burglar boxer who is due to fight 
Sylvester. Changing places with him, he ventures out again 
and fights Sylvester (Kid McCoy), defeating him, returning 
afterwards to the promoter’s apartments. 

At this point enters the ‘*‘ man from Blankley’s,’’ and the 
speed of the play is accelerated. The Tidmarsh people have 
arranged a dinner to announce the engagement of Marjory, but 
the hired butler, a model of waiterly decorum, discovers that 
there are only thirteen guests, and, with his employer's per- 
mission, rings up Blankley’s, requesting that a fourteenth guest 
shall’be sent. Meanwhile, the ex-burglar has made his way to 
the Tidmarsh mansion to make a haul, and Gordon, discovering 
this, proceeds there to be welcomed as Lord Strathpepper (the 
‘*man from Blankley's’’). Thereafter all sorts of absurd situa- 
tions arise. He clears the burglar out and endeavours to return 
a stolen jewel to one of the guests, in the end using the returned 
burglar to open the safe for Marjory and discover the fact that 
Tidmarsh has robbed her. The arrival of the real Lord 
Strathpepper and the detective create amusing complications, 
especially when the surprise comes that Gordon is not to be 
arrested, but that the shadower is a lawyer's clerk with news 
of a fortune and a title. These he shares with Marjorie. 

The boxing match, although brief, looks like the real thing, 
and in spite of the fact that Robert Warwick defeats Kid McCoy, 
there is no suggestion of artificiality about the fight, unless the 
knock-out blow was specially staged. Some very attractive 
simpering is indulged in by a dowager, to whom Gordon is 
wishful tg return a jewel stolen from her by the burglar. Her 
misunderstanding of his intention when he invites her into the 
library is amusingly played, but there were some among the 
spectators who gave signs of their disapproval of the culmination 
of this incident. There was, however, nothing to which 
exception should have been taken. 

‘* The Man from Blankley's ’' should meet with great success, 
for there is plenty of stuff in the play, and the acting is 
distinctly good. It is a real addition to good film plays. 
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The Reporter. 

Lupino Lane in a knockabout comedy with some original stunts. 
HE Fox Film Co. showed this week the first of a series 
tS of two-reel comedies in which Lupino Lane is featured. 
‘The Reporter’? is quite a good comedy of its class, 

and affords the lead some excellent chances for stunt acting. 
As a reporter he wanders into one of the South American 
Republics, where the daily revolution invariably commenced 
immediately after breakfast. How the newspaper man _ got 
through and out, and rescues his lady love in addition, is well 
told and highly diverting. 
and admirably produced. 


The comedy is handsomely staged 


Boy Crazy. 
Doris May in good average comedy. 


ORIS MAY is the boy-crazy flapper in the farce-comedy 

D screened by Jury to the London trade last week, and its 

situations provide her with plenty of opportunity of 
vivacious acting. 

She is Jackie, the daughter of old Cameron, the village store- 
keeper, whom demands for credit have brought to the verge of 
bankruptcy. She is the object of admiration from many young 
men of the village, and is seen at the opening being serenaded 
by them. A horseback ride with one of them and a runaway 
horse lead to her being taken home in a strange man’s car. He 
happens to be J. Smythe, a ‘‘ he-dressmaker ’’ who is opening 
a shop opposite under the name of M. Poiret. Copying ‘‘ M. 
Poiret's *? methods, she takes over the store of her father with 
successful and diverting results. The great event happens when, 


ScENE From ‘‘ Boy Crazy.’’ 


at the Winton dance, wearing a Paris dress supplied by 
‘* Poiret,”? she is kidnapped by men who think she» is the 
daughter of Skinner, who holds a bill of her father’s. Eventually 
she is rescued by the he-dressmaker, and, taking part in her 
own rescue, marches the criminals, who have already robbed 
Skinner's house, to the police office, where she claims Skinner’s 
reward and redeems the bill. After such romantic happenings 
the marriage of Jackie to her rescuer is, of course, the obvious 
happening. 

The store scene is made the most of to provide comedy, and 
Jackie’s dream of being at the Winton dance wearing only a 
skirt from her father’s store, which will insist on becoming 
briefer, is bright and amusing, some slow motion pictures 
emphasising the ludicrousness of this incident. 

‘* Boy Crazy’? is good average comedy 
entertainment. 


and acceptable 


(Continued on page 42.) 
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.INSTANT SUCCESS 
at the 


ALHAMBRA TRADE SHOW, 


FURTHER . 


PROVINCIAL TRADE SHOWS: 


Aug.11.—Corinthian Picture House, DUBLIN, 11-30 a.m 


_ Aug. 14——NEWCASTLE (Hall to be announced). 


Aug. 20.—Queen’s Picture House, Peter Street 
BRISTOL, 3 p.m. 


Aug. 22.—Capitol Cinema, CARDIFF 
11- 


a.m. 


Sept. 3.— Scala, BIRMINGHAM 


7 p.m. 


oreign Rights controlled b 
APOLLO pehaes: LONDOI 


< mS Original trom 
Digitized by NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


42 THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


August 5, 1922. 


FILM REVIEWS OF THE WEEK—Continued from page 39. 


Headin’ West. 


Hard riding and stern fighting in F.B.O. offering in which 
Hoot Gibson is featured. 


NTO ‘ Headin’ West,’’ a Universal which F.B.O. showed 
last week, Hoot Gibson as Bill Perkins, otherwise William 
Perry, gets a fair share of thrills. At the beginning he 

drops from an aeroplane and makes a parachute descent, he 
rides a ‘‘ killer,’’ and ig thrown owing to a maliciously damaged 
girth, indulges in three hand-to-hand pugilistic encounters, 
eventually riding the ‘ killer ’’ and concluding with a revolver 


fight. 


Bill Perkins is a war veteran, a stowaway on an aeroplane 
carrying merchandise and mails. He drops on to a ranch, 
scaring the four-legged inhabitants, and receiving the scorn of 


Scene From ‘‘ HEADIN’ WEsT.”’ 


the ranch workers. The manager of the ranch has designs 
upon the daughter of a neighbouring rancher, and ‘uses the 
newcon.er to impersonate the missing heir to the property and 
impress the girl, afterwards humiliating both. Unfortunately 


for Silver, the ranch manager, the newcomer is the missing. 


heir, and at the end he frustrates Silver’s attempt to silence 
by death the father of the girl. 

Besides ‘t Hoot ’’ Gibson, the French cook upon the ranch 
with his native exuberance, and the sweetheart on the neigh- 
bouring ranch, call for attention, while ‘* Potato Ann,” the 
ranch maid-of-all-work, presents an amusing character study. 
Her eventually pairing-off with the French cook makes a most 
amusing contrast. 


Five Two-Reel Playets. 
Short, dramatic stories of North-West Mounted Folice Life. 


HAT there is good material for attractive stories in the life 
of the members of the North-West Mounted Police has 
been proved by the stories of Ralph Connor and others, 

and Wardour Films showed to the trade on Tuesday, some two- 
reel playlets which vividly portrayed the police life amid the 
Rockies; and are most attractive in story and setting. 

In.caeh- of them Irving-Cummings is featured ‘as: Campbell 
of the Mounted, and he and his men have a task to perform 
‘in each~ calling “for enterprise and vigorous action, In ‘* The 
Valley $f-the-Missing "’ the duty of arresting Red McQuire’ is 


—-—--—"“complicated by the fact that Campbell is in love with Annabelle, 


the outlaw’s daughter, who is persecuted by her father’s partner. 
In ‘‘ Trapped "’ the pursuit of counterfeit coiners is the task. 
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‘The Avenger "’ is the story of the murder of a prisoner by a 
man whose wife has been wronged. ‘‘ Jules of the River ’” has 
the murder of a husband by a wife as central incident, while 
the thrills of ‘t Campbell of the Mounted ’* are somewhat dis- 
counted by the revelation that the experiences are only those 
of a dream. 

Each playlet operis with some very beautiful scenery projected 
upon the screen before the story begins, and this device induces 
a spirit of appreciation forthwith. An open-air atmosphere is 
present throughout each picture, and these short features can 
be recommended as made of good stuff and vigorous in appeal. 
Their stories, as well as the acting and settings, should givs 
them a good measure of popularity. 


Arabian Love. 


A romance of the desert with fine atmosphere and 
artistic settings. 


HIS is an attractive story of desert life, told with direct- 

I ness, and will hold any audience. The atmosphere is 

so remarkable that one 1s forced to the conclusion that 
the filming of the desert scenes were actually taken in Africa. 
The trackless wastes, the fine horsemanship of the Bedouins, 
and the surroundings of the nomadic life are irresistible in 
their appeal. The picture is produced with considerable skill 
by the Fox Film Co., and was well received at the trade show- 
ing cn Monday last. 

Nadine, the newly-made bride of Captain Emile Fostier, 
commanding an Algerian regiment, has to leave the barracks 
immediately after the wedding ceremony, owing to the sudden 
illness of her mother. After some months, her mother 
restored, she returns, but is taken prisoner by the roving Arab 
band, who east lots for her possession. The handsome Hassein 
is a newcomer to the trible, and, in reality, Norman Stone, 
whose rescue from the soldiers was made by the Arabs. Stone 
protects her in camp, and enables her to escape. Reaching 


ScENE From ‘S ARABIAN Love.”’ 


home she is faced with the tragic news that her husband is 
dead, killed by Norman Stone. Unaware that her rescuer and 
Stone are one and the same person, she dedicates her dife to 
avenging her husband’s death and offers a large reward for the 
apprehension of the murderer. Meantime, Stone has come to 
the coast for a doctor to save the Sheik's child, and again meets 
Nadine. The doctor saves the ¢hild, and Stone, refusing all 
gifts, determines to; return to éivilisation and Nadine. He 
overhears a plot to abduct Nadine, and is in time to effect a 
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rescue, but has to face Nadine’s discovery of his identity as 
her husband's slayer. Stone, however, is able to prove the 
baseness of Fostier, who, during his wife’s enforced absence, 
intrigued with Stone’s sister, and paid the penalty for his dis- 
honour. The obstacles removed, the lovers are united. 

There is a lot of incident in the story, which is well told, 
and there ig not a dull moment. The acting is on a high 


plane. John Gilbert is a manly and vigorous Norman Stone, 
and Barbara Bedford was an excellent Nadine. There were 
many delightful settings. : 


An attractive offering on account of its novel atmosphere and 
excellent story. 


False Kisses. 


Cramped lighthouse scenes form greater part of 
this domestic story. 


HE main part of ‘‘ False Kisses,’ the Universal picture 

| shown to the London trade by F.B.O. this weck, takes 

place in the rather cramped rooms of a lighthouse ten 

miles off the American coast, and perhaps accounts in some way 

for the cramped atmosphere which pervades the picture almost 
throughout. 

Jennie Blake is a school teacher from the city who ‘‘ can’t 

stand the sound of the waves,’’ so why she takes a post in the 

fishing village of Rocky Point is inexplicable. Her appearance, 


ec 
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Scene From ‘* FaLse Kisses.” 


however, severs the friendship between two fishing partners, 
Paul Whalen and Jim Payne, a terrific hand-to-hand scrap 
resulting in Jennie choosing Paul. The event breaks up the 
partnership. Paul taking a shore job and Jim becoming a 
lighthouse inspector. Four years afterwards Paul loses his job 
and accepts a lighthouse-keeper's post, the dull monotony of 
which Jennie finds depressing. Jim's monthly visits are the 
only change, and Jennie is conscious that she and her husband 
are kept there in revenge for Jim's former defeat. Paul becomes 
blind, suspects his wife, but his restoration of sight reassures 
him. 

The story possesses many improbabilities. In the lonely 
lighthouse where are only Paul, his wife and their four-year- 
old child (who, by the way, looks much older), a baby is born. It 
dies four days afterwards, and its body is committed to the deep. 
Yet Jennie after this short interval is strong enough to be up and 
about protesting against the disposal of the body and assisting 
her husband within after his fall. Then a seemingly slight blow 
is sufficient to bereave Paul of sight, and a similarly slight 
accident to restore it. Then, too, Jim passionately kisses the 
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wife in the presence of the blind husband, who is conveniently 
deaf as well as blind for once. The picture closes with the 
renewed faith of the two, and they presumably continue their 
life in the lighthouse. 


Hank Mann Comedies. 


An unusually funny series that shows this genuine comedian 
at his best. 


F the specimen picture that the International Cine 
I Corporation showed us the other day is representative of 
the fourteen Hank Mann comedies, then we should 
unhesitatingly say that they are on a very good thing, for a 
funnier picture than ‘* Broken Bubbles "’ it would be difficult 
to conceive. Hank Mann has a great reputation as a laughter- 
maker, and for many years his comedies have been phenomenally 
successful. 

** Broken Bubbles ”’ can really be described as a riot of mirth, 
and we doubt whether this comedian has ever been seen to 
better advantage. The story is absurdly funny, and yet there 
is a real plot. It depicts Hank Mann as hungry and broke, and 
with his last half a dollar decides to have his fortune told. 
Whilst gazing into the magic crystal he sees himself wandering 
through some racing stables, where a villain is attacking tho 
beautiful lady owner. By the time Hank has disposed of the 
villain the race is due to start, but the jockey is gagged and 
bound. Hank saves the situation by riding himself. He arrives 
a bit late for the start, but with the help of a few ‘* short cuts ’” 
manages to catch up with the field. There is a fine finish when 
‘* Shimmie Hound "' forges ahead and wins by a Shimmy Shake. 
Hank has a marvellous evening celebrating his win until—he 
wakes up and finds himself still gazing into the crystal. 

The antics that Hank Mann manages to get up to in his 
screaming comedy are really enough to make a cat laugh. It 
kept the audience at the trade show in a continual state of mirth 
from start to finish, and that it will go with the public is assured. 
Hank Mann comedy is of the slapstick order, but so well done 
that the scenes in the restaurant where he is celebrating his 
winnings leaves one convulsed with laughter. Also to watch 
Hank Mann riding ‘t‘ Shimmie Hound " is a real scream. 

The International Cine Corporation have thirteen others of 
these comedies, each and every one of which we are assured 
come up to ‘ Broken Bubbles."". They are a brand that 
exhibitors should on no account miss. Real comedies to-day are 
at a premium, and these funny two-reclers are distinctly to be 
commended. 

(Continued on page 46.) 
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Without Fear. 


A society drama in which conventionality is happily 
discarded by the heroine. 


HERE is always a certain attraction about a well-told 
T story of social life. The Fox Film Company has done 
very well with the picture ‘‘ Without Fear,”’ 

to the trade this week, in which Pearl White is featured. Some 
very beautiful residential sites, with magnificent houses and 


shown 


Scexr rrom ‘ Wirsout Fear.” wh 


lovely gardens, were included in the settings, and some superb 
photography rounded off what will prove to be a very popular 
offering. 

The story is of slight material, but holding throughout. The 
Hamiltons, a wealthy and aristocratic family, with their son 
and daughter, Ruth and Walter, mixed in only the highest 
society. Ruth, however, was unconventional and in continual 
revolt’ against the barriers of social caste. She declined her 
father’s choice of a husband, and looked with interest on the 
parvenu, John Martin, who had made his millions by hard 
work, and has no time for society duds. But the Hamiltons 
and their caste snub Martin and decline to associate with him. 
The time comes, however, when financial reverses threaten to 
overwhelm Hamilton and his business associates, and it is to 
Martin that they come for financial help. On the night of the 
fancy dress ball, Ruth steals across to Martin's residence to 
show him her elaborate costume, is discovered there by her 
father, and a great bother results, in which Martin makes a 
formal offer for the hand of Ruth. The father accepts, but 
Ruth declines, but on finding that Martin has ensured her 
father's restoration in business, without any stipulation as to 
the marriage, she recants, and happiness results. 


The success of the theme is largely due to fine acting by a 
strong cast. Miss Pearl White was an admirable Ruth, and 
wore quite a number of charming creations. Her ** serial ”’ 
experiences enabled her to escape from a difficult position by 
a difficult descent, and a similar process was adopted when she 
was refused permission to enter, for she climbed to the first 
floor and came in by the window. Others worthy of mention 
in the cast were Charles MacKay as the father, and Robert 
Elliott as John Martin. This picture should prove a_ big 
attraction at all high-class houses. 


Digitized by C56 gle 


A Soul’s Awakening. 


A human story of the slums, showing that there is good 
in the worst of us. 


N original story on hackneyed lines, with a slum setting, 
a brutal father, and a stodgy atmosphere, can hardly 


be considered entertainment of the brighter kind. 
Indeed, the appeal of ‘‘ A Soul’s Awakening ’’ would be 


seriously limited, were it not that there is a strong human 
element based on the theme that love, planted in the most 
depraved soul, will blossom to happy fruition. In this picture, 
which Gaumont’s trade screened last week in London, there is 
too little contrast in the drab surroundings, and the humorous 
touches were few, while the characters, with perhaps the 
exception of Maggic, the child, were somewhat uninteresting. 

Ben Rackstraw was a thorough ‘‘ bad ‘un,’’ and when his 
family were absent (being wise occasionally) he amused him- 
self by piling the bedclothes in heaps and kicking them with 
inhuman ferocity. Innocent amusement, and nobody hurt! 
Cruel to his stepdaughter, Maggie, and to his son, Jim, this 
brutal father was as fine a specimen of the class yet exhibited. 
He even consented to take a weekly pittance to be kind to his 
girl, and he had quite a long career of thieving and brutality 
ere he landed in jail. Then he his belated 
repentance, for prison ig generally supposed to induce a change 
of mind if not of heart. And so the dog-thief came forth with 
good intentions, was acclaimed a hero by his friends, and 
actually commenced a new life ‘* respectable! ”’ 

In a story of this character there is little scope for enterprise 
in the settings. The acting was adequate, but not outstanding. 
Flora Le Breton was a charming Maggie, and made the most 
of her opportunities, but David Hawthorne, as the callous 
father, was quite out of his element, and his reading of the part 
was stagey and unconvincing. There were some good dramatic 
low life "’ 
The photo- 


commenced 


oe 


moments in the picture, and, notwithstanding its 
setting, a very fine human sentiment prevailed. 
graphy was superb throughout. 


The Big Adventure. 


A juvenile story, with a dog and brutal father thrown in. 


HERE is apparently a craze at the moment among screen 

i story writers for brutal fathers. The heavy villain, who 
can effectually kick his loving offspring into the middle 

of next week, and generally lacerate the feelings of parents 
watching these contortions, is evidently considered a real attrae- 


ScENE From ‘ THE Bia ADVENTURE.” 
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tion as a preliminary to the ‘' sob stuff.’” A very characteristic 
specimen of this class was prominent in ‘* The Big Adventure,” 
shown to the trade last week by F.B.O., and produced by 
Universal. 


It is a story of a waif of the city, who, accompanied by his 
faithful dog, deserts his loving father and his blucher boots for 
the open road, where he meets with quite a series of adventures. 
Adopted by a young lawyer, as a result of an appearance in 
court on a charge of vagrancy, the boy begins a life of enjoy- 
ment in the country, is beloved of the little community in which 
he lives, and ultimately unravels a plot which brings him fame 
and happiness, and consigns the bad father (who, of course, 
was one of the plotters) to a place where he and his boots can 
do little harm. 


The theme altogether relies on the character of the boy, and 
although Breezy Easton, who played the part, has certain 
natural advantages, he was frequently overweighted; nor was 
he helped te any extent by his dog, for this animal was wooden 
and inanimate, and often looked as if he was thoroughly bored 
in the attempt to understand the scenario. There were a 
number of very delightful rural settings in the later scenes, 
and there was quite an interesting climax. But the feature, as 


- a whole, is below the average American offering; its primary 


fault is a weak and incoherent story, and few producers could 
do very much with it. Indeed, from a production point, the 
picture is cleverly handled. It looks like as if they were run- 
ning short of good stories across the pond. 


A Sailor Tramp. 


Fine British production with some excellent acting by 
Victor Maclaglen and Hughie Wright.—Likely to 
prove an excellent attraction. 


O successful 
S have Welsh- 
Pearson been 
with nearly every 
one of the releases 
that they have 
given us, that one 
insensibly looks for 
something different 
in their pictures, 
and is generally 
not disappointed. 
““A Sailor Tramp,” 
which they screened 
to the trade last 
week, is an adapta- 
tion of Bart 
Kennedy's well- 
known work, and 
despite the © fact 
that this is not 
Mr. George Pear- 
son’s production, 
Scene From ‘A Sarnor Tramp.”’ ~~ the work having 
5 been entrusted to 
Mr. Martin Thornton, on the whole a very fine British film has 
resulted. 


The story, which is doubtless familiar to many’ readers of 


tINs journal, shows how a sailor returns to his home to hear. 


of his mother’s death, and is drugged and robbed in a drinking 
den. Unable to find, work, he becomes a tramp, and during 
hig travels meets a little cockney, whom he befriends, and who 
becomes ‘Jeeply attached to him. The pair sink lower and 
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lower, and undergo many hardships, but eventually find work 
on a farm, where the sailor falls in love with the daughter of 
the farmer, who is also a shipowner. Realising his position as 
compared with hers, and rather than drag her down to his 
depths, he gocs away, but her father, seeing many fine qualities 
in his character, finds him a berth aboard one of his ships. He 
is instrumental in saving the ship when a fire breaks out on 
board, and on his return finds the girl waiting for him. 


Briefly, this is the story, and naturally almost the entire 
action centres round the sailor tramp. The producer has been 
fortunate in getting Victor Maclaglen to sustain this character, 
for this talented actor gives a performance which is almost 
flawless. Throughout the entire photoplay he gains the 
sympathy of the audience by his masterly portrayal, and con- 
tributes very largely to the success of ‘this production. Mr. 
Maclaglen is equally fortunate with the producer in having 
Mr. Hughie Wright, who, as the little cockney playing with him, 
is remarkably true to life. Many of the scenes in which these 
two feature present really exceptional ability, and the ultimate” 
success of this photoplay must rest entirely upon these two 
fine actors. 

‘*A Sailor Tramp"? is a curiously uneven production. The 
scenario is a very poor one, and the film becomes very weari- 
some in parts. The action is slow and necds quickening up. 
The scenes on board the ship where fire breaks out are not at 
all well done, and-appear very unconvincing. The producer 
has also been equally unfortunate in not making enough of what 
should be one of the big scenes in the film, namely, the death 
of the little cockney in trying to saye his friend. Here, 
undoubtedly, should be the big moment of the play, and it has, 
been treated in an entirely unimaginative way. It is a. great 
pity that this particular scene .was not made more of, 
particularly when one remembers the splendid acting of the two 
artistes concerned. 


” 


Pauline Johnson, as the daughter of the farmer, gives rather 
an unconvincing display in this production. She does not strike 
one in any way ag a farmer's daughter, being almost too blatantly 
the usual conventional heroine that we are used to seeing. 

One must mention a remarkable performance on the part of 
Miss Kate Gurney, as the mother, and the brilliant piece of 
acting that she docs in the first few feet of the film in the parting 
with her son. It is, I think, one of the finest bits of emotional 
acting I have seen for many a long day, and stands out as a little 
epic of screen art. 

‘A Sailor Tramp”’ is fine entertainment, and if only.on account 
of its brilliant acting should achieve a striking succcss. It is 
a good British film production, and can safely be booked for 
any hall.—H.W.F. 


Carmen. 
Fox picturisation of the famous operatic romance of Old Castile. 


HE story of Carmen, the fascinating beauty of Seville, 
was originally written by Merimee. It has been often 
told in fiction and on the stage, but its greatest 

popularity has been achieved in grand opera. With wonderfully 
graceful and effective music, the story has had a universal 
appeal, and to music lovers is a classic. But, shorn of its 
deligntful musical setting, the theme, like most other themes 
from the operas, is commonplace and old-fashioned, and to the 
picture-goer of to-day will have no more than the appeal which 
attaches to the romance of an attractive period. Fox Films 
trade screened the picture in London last week. 


The story tells of a man’s hopeless passion for a wanton. 
Carmen, the beautiful and wilful factory girl, captivated Don 
José, the handsome dragoon, and alienated him from his sweet- 
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Michacla, the country maiden, For her he 


cs his military career, becomes an outcast, and joins the 


pretty 


rarer fi 


Carmen's 
s, however, soon wane, and she becomes infatuated with 
the dameus torvador, Escamillo. Don José, in the madness of 
passion and despair, kills his fickle sweetheart in the midst of 
the toreador's triumph, and loses his own worthless life .in 
an attempt to escape. 


band of sinueelers with whom Carmen is associated, 


afectio 


Mr. William Fox is certainly responsible for a very fine 
production, quite cutside its story value. Every effort has been 
mada to preserve the quaint but impressive atmosphere of 
Qld Seville, and many of the rural scenes and the mountain 
haunts of the smugglers are. most charming and beautiful. A 
powerful cast presented the story. Theda Bara fairly revelled 
in the part of Carmen, as she does in most of her vampire 
presentations. Her waywardness and wilful impetuosity as the 
Spanish dancer was a very realistic piece of acting. One could 
almost wish to see Miss Bara in a new sphere of effort in which 
her fine acting abilities and personality could be seen to better 
adyantage. Einar Linden was a manly Don José, and Michaela, 
his betrothed, found a pretty and congenial personation by Else 
Macleod. The production, as a whole, is of considerable merit, 
and will be an undoubted attraction to the high-class halls. 


ScENE From ‘* CARMEN."’ 


~At a special licensing session, at Brighton on Tuesday last, 
during the hearing of an application regarding the Regent 
Super-Kinema, it was stated that it had been found impossible 
to.vompicte until a later’date the building as originally planned. 
Stringeney in the financial world was put forward as.one of the 
causes oi delay, and it. was stated that already: £400,000 had 
been spent upon the building. The uncompleted portion, which 
would include a roof garden, would cost a further £80,000 to 
complete according to plan. F t 


' Plans have been passed by the Healfi Committee of the 
Barrow Corporation for a new theatre for C. and M. Routledge, 
Ltd., the proprietors of the Coliseum, one of the largest kinemas 
on the North-West Coast of England. It is not expected that 
anything will be done with the building until there is a consider- 
able improvement in trade. Another proposed kinema hangs fire 
until such times as there is more work and more money about. 
The site fcr this kinema, to be named the Empire, is at present 
occupied by a lodging house situated in one of the main streets 
of the town. ' 


Tdeal Films, Ltd., have received: a letter from the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty conveying their grateful thanks 
for the firm’s generosity in lending some of their films for the 
entertainment of those aboard the Renown during the Prince 
of Wales’s recent voyage to India. The pictures, say the 
Admiralty, were much appreciated by His Royal Highness, as 
well as the officers and men, before whom they were exhibited, 


A kinematograph film, purporting to depict the betrayal of 
Lord Witechener, which arrived in New York a fortnight ago, 
was detained by the Customs authorities, presumably acting on 
orders from Washington. The British Embassy, however, 
denies that any protest has been made against the film’s entry 
into U.S.A, 


A good sprinkling of kinema actors, including Charlie Chaplin, 
were present at the wedding at the home of Douglas Fairbanks 
and Mary , Pickford of the latter's brother, ‘Jack Pickford, to 
Miss Marrilyn Miller, the ‘‘ Ziegfield Follies ” star. Mary 
Pickford was the matron of honour of the occasion. 


Google 


Millom (Cumberland) Urban District is considering the 
advisability of turning the Millom Market Hall (on which a 
loss of about £100 per year is incurred) into a kinema. Mr. F. 
R. Stainforth, late lessee and manager of the Palace Kinema, 
Millom, had made the Council an.offer to lease the hall if 
converted into premises suitable for a kinema for twenty years 
at a rental of £200 per year, plus five per cent. on the cost of 
conversion. ° 

No. 31 of the Kineto Review is not of such a varied character 
as some of its predecessors, but is perhaps the more interesting. 
because of this. The whole of the picture deals with Tennessee, 
showing the beauty of the country, its industries, people, and 
development. Jt has a sound instructional value as well as 
being good entertainment. 


Messrs. J. H. Dallmeyer, Ltd., have supplied their new 
Series’ XXI. extra large diameter projection lenses for the 
Piccadilly Picture House, Manchester, which hag opened this 
week. 


The Commons’ amendments to the Celluloid and Cinemato- 
graph Film Bill were ayreed to in the House of Lords last week. 


AMERICA CENSORS TOPICALS. 


N important decision has just been recorded in the 
A United States, under which all topical news reels will 
; in future have to be strictly censored, A test case was 
instituted by the Pathé Exchange, Inc., of New York, before 
the Appelate Division at Albany, protesting against the demand 
of.the New .York State Motion Picture Commission that all 
news weeklies be submitted for censorship before release. It 
was argued that in demanding such censorship, and subjecting 
the company to incidental delays, the commission was over- 
stepping its authority and violating the constitutional privileges 
which should be enjoyed by the company in the conduct of its 
business. The Appelate Court decided against the Pathé 
Exchange, aid held ‘that’ the commission was within its legal 
rights in. demanding censorship and licence fee. 
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SUCCESS BEGETS SUCCESS!! 


Following the phenomenally successful 


“CUCKOO’S SECRET” SERIES 


On which over 1,400 contracts were secured in Great. Britain alone, - 


REGENT FILM CO., LTD., 


beg to announce a further series entitled 


SEGRETS of NATURE 


Wonderfal Cameos of Wild Life taken by such well-known exponents of their art as: 
‘F. MARTIN DUNCAN, F.R.PS., F.R.M.S. OLIVER G. PIKE, F.Z.S. 


Capt. C. W. R. KNIGHT, M.C., F.R.GS. H: M. LOMAS, F.R.G.S., F.R.P.S., F.B.S.A. 
EDGAR P. CHANCE CHAS. HEAD 
(Producer of ‘‘ Cuckoo’s Secret.’’) (Cinematographer of Insect Life). 


To be Edited and Approved by W. P. PYCRAFT, F.Z.S, 


of the London Natural History Museum. 


Life histories and hitherto un- Denizens of the deep, never previ- 
disclosed facts concerning INHABI- 


TANTS OF THE ZOO. Edited ously seen in their natural homes. 
and approved by Dr. P. Chalmers Edited and approved, by Dr. C. J. 


Mitchell, M.A.,D.Sc., LL.D., F.R.S, Allen, D.Sc, F.R.S. 


The Ultra-Rapid and Microscopic Cameras 
will be extensively used throughout the series. 


TRADE SHOWS 


LONDON- ~ - Thursday August 17 LEEDS’ .- - Thursday August 24 
‘NOTTINGHAM Friday August 18 SHEFFIELD .- Friday August 25 
BIRMINGHAM Sunday August 20 CARDIFF . - Tuesday August 29 
MANCHESTER Tuesday August 22 BRISTOL. .- Friday Septr. 1 


LIVERPOOL - Wednesday August 23 NEWCASTLE - Thursday Septr. 7 


Other Shows will be announced Jater. 


All Inquiries to :— 


REGENT FILM CO., LTD., 
3 pies 5167. 193 Wardour St., W.1. Sri Westcent.” 
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IN WALES. | 


(By our Cardiff Correspondent.) 


Signs of Improvement—Exhibitors and Trade Shows—New Exchange Manager. 


HINGS are looking up in South Wales, and during the 
past weeks there have been signs that have gladdened 
the hearts of those Welsh exhibitors who for months 

past have been harassed by trade troubles. The Welsh coal 
boom is bound to react upon the kinema trade of the princi- 
pality. Its effect is bound to be felt, not only in the teeming 
mining areas, where 60 many thousands of one-time kinema 
followers reside, but also throughout the whole of the territory. 
Traveliers who have been returning to Cardiff from the mining 
valleva have been finding smiles on the faces of the exhibitors. 
If only the steel and iron markets could become stabilised, a 
vreat deal of the difficulty South Wales picture halls experience 
would be overcome. Still, the coal boom is a ¢ign of better 
times, and I hope those good times will come to the share of 
those exhibitors whose experience for months past has been a 
very unenviable one, 


Exhibitors and Trade Shows. 


There is likely to be a good deal of trouble in South Wales 
over the attitude of some renters in holding their trade shows 
outside the Exchange, and unless some action is taken at once 
I am afraid it will develop into serious consequences. — For 
several weeks past we have been finding only one or two 
exhibitors at the trade shows, which have been held outside, 
and at the club last Friday exhibitors were protesting to such 
an extent that they threatened to boycott the shows which are 
not held at the Exchange. In some cases where renters are 
making a big splash for super subjects one must sympathise 
with them, in so far as it is impossible in the eofaparacively 
small theateres to place a big orchestra there. e 


New Exchange Manager. 

The new manager of the Exchange is Mr. G. J. Smith, who, 
with Mrs. Smith, took over duties last Thureday, in suecession 
to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Edwards, who, as T mentioned last 
week, have yona to the Wyndham Hotel, Bridgend. Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith came from the well-known Union Jack Club, Brad- 
ford, and on their arrival they were welcomed by members of 
the trade. They have been at Simpson's, London, and Mr. 
Smith needs no introduction to Cardiff, for some years ayo he 
was manager of the Sandringham Hotel in St. Mary Street, 
Cardiff. 


Presentation to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Edwards. 


It is intended to make Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Edwards, the 
former manageF and manageress of the club, the recipients of 
a presentation upon their departure from the Exchange. 


New Traveller. 


Mr. R. Speed has been appointed to succeed Mr. 
Sanders as West of England representative for Tilnevs. 


dear 


Samuelson Show. 

Mr. G. B. Samuelson visited Cardiff last Friday 
trade show of ** The Game of Life.’ At the close an informal 
luncheon was held at the Park Hotel, Cardiff. There were no 
speeches, bat tributes were paid across the table to the fine 
quality of Samuelson films. 


for their 


The Four Seasons. 


The trade show of *f The Four Seasons,” held at the Capitol 
Kinema, Cardiff, has been acclaimed here with the highest’ of 
praise, as being one of the finest exhibitions of exploitation as 
x guide to exhibitors that has ever vet been witnessed in South 
Wales. Mr. A. M. Kay, of London, was present and expressed 
himeelf particularly delighted with the manner in which the 
film was presented. The local papers are highly enthusiastic 
over this production and the crities have nothing but good to 
say for this entrancing subject. 


Juveniles’ .Enthusiastic Reception. 


Detachments of scholars representing every school in Cardiff 
were present, and we would say that their reception of this 
film proved the greatest object Jesson to exhibitors that they 
have ever experienced, and A. M. Bass informs us. that the 
Cardiff office has already been besieged with inquiries from the 
various schools and from many people as to when the picture 
is to be actually shown at the kinema. We understand further 
that special arrangements will be made for the children {o 
attend the kinemas at morning performances in addition to the 
afternoons. When the time comes for South Wales showmen 
to exhibit this film, Mr. Bass will be happy to collaborate with 
them in ideas of exploitation in connection with this subject. 


Monte Carlo—Magnet of Millions 
= dS 
_ < ae 
4 7 Brine of the Mediterranean—Breeze 


{ 


Monte Carlo! 


| | from Alpine snows—Roulette— 
Trente-et-Quarante—Ecarte— 
. Mondaine-—Cocotte—Kings and 
Crooks - 


Amours!  Amours!—And Suicidés— , 


And waves—and waves—and waves, 


Watch for ‘FOQLISH WIVES." 


Google 


KINEMATOGRAPH TRAINING FOR 
BRITISH SOLDIERS. 


A New Departure. 


if ae kinematograph promises to revolutionise theoretical 
training in the British Army; its advantages ‘over the 

time-honoured methods are obvious, Twelve Warrant 
Officers, N.C.O.’s and men by special Government 
contract, undergoing a comprehensive course of instruction in 
the Bioscope Operating Department of the Victoria Cinema 
College. 


are now, 


They are learning both projection and camera work, 
and also the care of electric installations, so that they should 
be well qualified to found another technical branch of our highly 
technical modern army. Instruction is also being given in the 


printing and developing of positive and nevative film. 
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IN SCOTLAND. 


(By our Glasgow Correspondent). 


Kinema G.O.M. to Open New House—Leverhulme and Lauder at Lewis—Coast and Country— 
Highland Dancing Film—Potting Picturesque Perth—Death, the Reaper. 


R. J. J. BENNELL—the G.O.M. of the Scottish kinema 
M trade—tells me that he is to personally perform the 
opening ceremony at the new B.B. Cinerama, which 
opens its doors to the public on Monday next. This is stated 
to be the largest kinema which has so far been erected in the 
United Kingdem, and Mr. Bennell is chairman of directors. He 
is naturally proud of the latest hall in which he has such a 
large interest and of which, by the way, his son—Mr. Ritson 
Bennell—is also a director, 


Leverhulme and Lauder at Lewis. 

During the past few weeks the good people of the islands 
of Lewis and Harris have had the opportunity (thanks to the 
kindness of Lord Leverhulme) of not only moving 
pictures of the making of ‘* Sunlight ’’ soap and margarine, 
but of native life in the Solomon Islands (South Pacific) as 
well, where Messrs. Lever Brothers, Limited, have enormous 
plantations. In many cases this is the first cpportunity which 
the people of these islands have had of secing living pictures, 


seeing 


and the audience gathered together to witness the show at 
Stornoway was particularly lucky by being also entertained with 
a few songs from Sir Harry-Lauder. Sir Harry at the time 
happened to be a guest of his Lordship at Stornoway Castle. 


New Appointment. 


Mr. William Caldwell tells me that he is commencing duty 
on an early date with the Glasgow office of the European 
Motion Picture Company. He has had a wide and varied 
experience in all branches of the kinema trade spread over a 
goodly number of years, and he may be depended upon to give 
excellent service to the E.M.P.C. I wish him every success 
in his new and important appointment. 


Coast and Country. 

On the whole the reports which reach me from the different 
coast and country kinemas are distinctly good as far as 
patronage of the local kinema theatres are concerned. — From 
the point of view of program the respective managements 
have been doing their best to give shows equal to anything 
seen in the citv and some of the biggest films of the day are 
now enjoying a run round our different coast and country 
places. Things with the city kinemas are still somewhat 
slack and there is not much chance of the ‘* house full ’’ notice 
being required for some little time ahead. 


Highland Dancing 


Congratulations to the Square Film Company on their pro- 
duction of a new and novel film devoted to Scottish national 
dancing. This is a one-rcel subject showing a troupe of clever 
Highland dancers in Foursome Reel, Reel of Tulloch, Sword 
Dance, Highland Fling, Eightsome Reel, ete., and. is well 
I am sure 
that this will prove a great success everywhere it is shown. 


photographed in a charming setting of woodland. 


Picturesque Perthshire. 

T am told that there is some prospect of a leading company 
of film artistes visiting one of the most pretty and picturesque 
Perthshire early in August’ for the purpose of 
‘ shooting ’’ a few scenes for a film. I am also informed, how- 
ever, that when the representatives of the British firm in 


parts of 


question visited this district they were disappointed to find 
that there were no picturesque caravan gipsies in the neigh- 
bourhood, and for this they may have to go to the Border, 
There is also the difficulty of securing accommodation for the 
period desired—which is the busiest of the season—and it is 
possible the project may not materialise just yet. 


Death, the Reaper. 


I regret exceedingly to announce the death of my old friend— 
Mr. W. J. Dunseith—who for the past six years acted most 


excellently and efficiently as manager of Glasgow’s Argyle 
Electric Theatre. During his management of this old- 


established kinema Mr. Dunseith made many friends, and he 
was a very regular attender of the monthly meeting of the 
Scottish Branch of the C.I.A. until laid aside by illness some 
little time ago. He had a most varied and interesting career 
in the film trade for many years. 


The Prince Film’s Success. 

Everywhere it is being screened the film showing the Prince 
of Wales's tour in India and Burma is attracting great crowds, 
and I note that when this film was shown at La Scala Theatre, 
Helensburgh, the manager (Mr. D. L. Watson). enterprisingly 
arranged a special afternoon performance for the children. 
This arrangement proved highly successful, and I understand 
that through the kind invitation of Mr. Watson the boys of 
the Empress Training Ship, which is. moored near, also 
attended this matinee. 


” 


The ** London Gazette "’ reports receiving orders in ,respect 
of J. B. Productions, lately carrying on business at 5, St. Anne’s 
Chambers, Broadway, Ludgate Hill, film producers; and Jessop, 
C. N., 65, Queen’s Road, Twickenham, film producer; Milsom, 
Percy Brunel, Victoria Hall, Medina Road, Cowes, kinema 
proprietor; Hill, Hugh Richard, 40, Falmouth Road, Redruth, 
Cornwall, kinema exhibitor; Barnes, G. H., 21, Cardiff Road, 
Treharris, Merthyr Tydfil, carrying on business at the New 
Picture House, Webster Street, Treharris, kinema proprietor. 


Soldiers of Fortune 


Soldiers of fortune—male and 
female— 

Parasites and prey— 

Wasteful wealth—Wanton 
waste— 

Where does the golden stream 

Come from—and does it ever 
cease? 

Idle husbands—Foolish wives— 

Frou frou of silks—routs and 
revels— 

Beauty—pride—splendour— 
despair— 

No time for grief— 

On to the next pinnacle of 
pleasure— 

Husbands are “‘ funny ’’-— 

The Count is fascinating— 

Oh! Monte Carlo, Monte Carlo! 


Watch for ‘‘FOOLISH WIVES.” 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE WEST. 


(By our Bristol Correspondent.) 


Exhibitor s Optimism—Pictures at Bath Pump Room—Hospital Helped by Kinema Concert—A Thrice- 
Weekly Change—Bristol Exhibitor’s Exploitation Prize. 


MORE optimistic feeling seems to prevail among exhibitors 
in this part of the country, though the reason for it is 
hard to find for business is really no better, except for 

occasional spurts brought about by the vagaries of the weather. 
It may be owing to the fact that in a few weeks the summer 
will be drawing to a close, and with the autumn and winter 
ahead kinema business may be expected to look up. Anyhow, 
whatever the cause the feeling exists, and most of the repre- 
sentatives of renting firms working in this territory whom I 
have met of late report improved business, showing that 
exhibitors are booking more freely, which in itself is a sign of 
confidence in the future. 


Pictures at Bath Pump Room. 

I hear that another attempt will be made shortly to use the 
Pump Room, Bath, for the exhibition of films. Some time ago 
renewal of the licence was refused on account of inadequate 
equipment, but this has now been rectified; new seating has 
been installed and various alterations carried out, and I under- 
stand that the director of the baths, Mr. J. Hatton, intends to 
apply for a kinematograph licence. : 


Hospital Helped by Kinema Concert. 

‘ Jack Binmore, of the P.C.T. house at Plymouth, recently 
organised a special matinee for the bencfit of the local hospitals. 
Artistes appearing at other places of amusement in the town 
gave their services, with the result that a very successful show 
was given and a nice sum realised. As mentioned before, the 
P.C.T. Company agreed to present the special film taken of 
the Prince of Wales’s arrival at Plymouth to the town, and 
this was personally presented at the Council House by Mr. 
Binmore, and accepted on behalf of the town by the Deputy- 
Mayor. 


A Thrice-weekly Change. 

When the discussion on advance booking was to.the fore 
some time ago, one of the suggested remedies was that pro- 
grams -should be changed three times a week instead of the 
usual twice, but it did not find much favour with exhibitors 
who argued that it would increase their film hire without bring- 
ing them in any extra cash to recompense them for the addi- 
tional expense. It was contended generally that a thrice- 
weekly change was not a paying proposition, but one west- 
country exhibitor finds that it docs pay. Mr. Parker, of the 


Brazen Beauties—Gilded Fools 


Brazen beauties and gilded fools— 

‘* Pride rustling in unpaid for silk ?— 

Gowns worth a king’s ransom— 

Men’s yanity—flattery—subtle— 
Insolent— 


Enchanting enticements—flaming 
beauties— 

Rose thorns midst scented, silken 
petals— 

Sweetest joys and wildest woes— 

What school breeds them—these 

Regal women, enthroned in luxury’s 
lap 

By strong men—powerful, hard and 

Unyielding in their own sane world? 


Watch for “FOOLISH WIVES.” 
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Exchange Kinema, Taunton, runs three programs each week, 
one for Monday and Tuesday, a special one for Wednesday, 
and another for Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and he declares 
that he finds this plan profitable; in fact, he says he would 
1.0t drop his special mid-week program under any circumstances. 


Bristol Exhibitor’s Exploitation Prize. 

As ‘stated in the Firm Renrer last week, the £25 prize 
offered by Ideal Films in connection with the exploitation of 
the ‘* Battle of Jutland ”’ film has been divided amongst five 
competitors, one of whom is H. W.’ Froude, of the Park, St. 
George, Bristol, who ran the picture at the Colston Hall. Mr. 
Froude enlisted the aid of the National Nautical School, and 
had a number of the boys to parade the streets in uniform, 
with their band and a gun, to boost the film. ~ The boys’ band 
also played in the hall while the picture of the battle was being 
shown on the screen, : 


Universal Productions in the West, 

Universal pictures, distributed by the Furopean Motion 
Picture Company, Ltd., are being handled in the West Country 
by Mr. H. Possener, who had experience of these productions 
when he was with F.B.O. in South Wales. He joined European 
when the company started business in this country, and has 
already shown three subjects in Bristol, ‘‘ The Leather 
Pushers,’’ ‘* Heart of the Wolf,’’ and ‘* Robinson Crusoe,”” 
all of which have been well received. 


Ideal Show ‘‘ The Four Seasons.’’ 

’ A. FE. Barnett can be congratulated upon the trade show of 
The Four Seasons,’’ which was held at the Clare Street Picture 
House on Friday last. The large company present included 
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, aldermen, councillors, 
clergymen, and many * prominent citizens, besides a good 
number of exhibitors, many of whom were from outside towns. 


we 


1 myself noticed well-known members of the trade from 
Cheltenham, Bath, Swindon, Taunton and Thornbury. The 


picture was excellently screened and the musical score well 
rendered by the orchestra, At the conclusion of the show the 
Lord Mayor, on behalf of the audience, thanked the Ideal 
Company for their invitation, and remarked upon the artistic 
excellence and high educational value of the film. Mr. Kay, 
of Ideal Films Head Office, was in attendance, as well as Mr. 
Barnett, the local branch manager. 


Gaumont’s Plymouth Show. . 

Ki. F. Jennings tells me that he had a most successful show 
of ** The Prince of Lovers’ at the Savoy Picture House, 
Plymouth, quite a large company of Devon and Cornish exhibitors 
being present. He says the picture was well reccived and 
made a great impression upon all who were present. 


A Request. 

Mr. Jennings asks me to make known once again the fact that 
the Bristol branch of the Gaumont Company is not yet pre- 
pared to deal with films, and exhibitors are requested not to 


return films to Bristol. As soon as arrangements are com- 
plete they will be notified of the fact. 


Briefs. 
A new velvet gold film screen has been installed in each of 
the Pugsley halls, the Globe and Queen's, Bristol, 
The Vestry Hall reopened last week after be 


‘ ing closed a fort- 
night for redecorations. 
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**FOOLISA 


WIVES.’ 


| How it came to cost Three Hundred Thousand 
Pounds. 


By CARL LAEMMLE. _. com 


N the course of my long experi- 
ence of film producing I have 
learned that cost is regarded 

sometimes as mere extravagance 
in the financial estimate of a 
picture. Artistry is pressed as the 
real value, and, in a sense, rightly 
so, but when artistry is allied to 
a wealth of essential detail which 
is built in and around a picture, T 
maintain the result is also artistic 
on a grand scale. 


"THE MONTE CARLO SETS 


Cart LAEMMLE. When I decided on the produc- 
tion of ‘‘ Foolish Wives’? I knew 
I had embarked on one of the biggest undertakings in the 
history of film production. Thousands of artistes had to be 
engaged, expensive, sets built up, one of which, the Casino at 
Monte Carlo, alone cost over £50,000. This does not mean that 
mere scenic effect was aimed at as the sum total of picture 
enterprise. Apart from the wonderful Monte Carlo scenes, some 
of the tensest acting was played in a peasant’s cabin in which 
the accident of circumstance threw the principals, together, and 
which, I considered, afforded an artistic contrast between the 
glass of fashion at Monte Carlo and the lives of the peasants 
living in the immediate vicinity. 


THE LABOUR INVOLVED. 


I should like to give some impression of the enormous work 
involved in the construction of the Monte Carlo set. This set 
is four hundréd feet long and three hundred feet wide, and 
includes three full-sized buildings, two circular parks, and many 
yards of concrete sidewalk and oiled roadways. The Hotel de 
Paris at the head of the Plaza is one hundred feet long and sixty- 
five feet high. At its left is the Casino, which is one hundred and 
seventy-four feet long and seventy-four feet high. On the right 
hand side of the Plaza is the famous Café de Paris, which is 
one hundred and twenty feet long, with its crystal-fronted ground 
floor and its shining dome, thirty-six feet in diameter and fifty 
feet high. The Plaza set is an exact reproduction of the Plaza 
at Monte Carlo. No expense was spared in building the real 


thing. Even the Monacan trolley cars were reproduced, actually 
running on regular tracks and carrying passengers. For use in 
the reproduction of the Café de Paris, a shipment of” four 
thousand pounds worth of glass was ordered. The front of the 
Café is one maze of plate glass, which gives the diners an 
unrestricted view of the Plaza, the Hotel de Paris, and the 
gambling casino on the right. 


TWO THOUSAND SUPERS. 

A crowd of over two thousand supers drawing from three 
pounds to fifteen pounds a day were used at one time in some 
of the big scenes, whilst the salaries of the principal artistes 
like Stroheum and. the executive assistants totalled thousands 
of pounds a.week. The United States Government kindly lent 
the warship Salem for the ceremony of showing the departure 
of the Envoy of Monaco. The officers and crew participated in 
the ceremony, which was correct to the last button and the last 
naval salute. 

These were merely a few of the items of interest in this 
picture, and in the result I think I can modestly claim that 
** Foolish Wives ”’ justifies the enormous outlay upon it. 


DETAILS OF COST. 
The total’ moneys expended upon this picture from the time 
of its beginning, July 12, 1920, until June 18, 1921, when the 
picture was finally completed, were : 


$ 

Scenic and stage settings 1.0... eeee ee 421,198.00 
Overhead expenses at studio ,.......... eee 64,009.39 
Salaries of special artistes... cee 116,977.20 
Salaries of extra people. .....ccccceeeseeeeeeeeee 119,395.35 
Director’ atid statl oc. ccsieestecccneseerscsaeseneess 108,263.10 
Negative and prints ........cccseseeesseeeeeeeeees 29,315.41 
Wardrobe: .eicicisiestsisesccccservesssetenacecnssetvs 20,262.79 
Properties: <x, scasecsess sidvessssenavdcisissssceteleden 51,091.62 
Transportation and travelling expenses ....... 43,648.88 
Maintenance, lunches, and hotels ............ » 41,225.54 
Lighting, labour, location fees ......... Soaeeted .  ° 77,819.34 
Ranch and) 200) s. cccccessvsveseerseeedeuseessensdeces 9,345.97 
Miscellancous expenses ......cceeeeceeseeeeeees 1,273.79 

$1,103,736.38 


ALLEGED WRONGFUL DISMISSAL. 


Case Eventually Withdrawn. 


T Barnsley County Court last week, before Dr. Tinsley 
Lindley, sitting as Deputy Judge, George Lancaster, 
kinema manager, sued George Stewart, proprietor of 

the Wombwell Empire, to recover £20 damages for alleged 
wrongful dismissal. : 

Mr. Halmshaw, for the plaintiff, said that on the night of 
May 6 the plaintiff, vn the instructions of the defendant, hid 
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two bags containing £41 13s. On the following morning £40 
of the money was missing, and the police, acting on the 
evidence of the defendant, searched the premises in the belief 
they had been broken into. On May 15 the missing money was 
found hidden under picture frames in an ante-room. Defendant 
discharged plaintiff on May 26 without giving written. notice. 

Plaintiff, cross-examined, said he did not hide the money 
where the police found it, and added that the police questioned 
him in regard to it. : 


His Honour, after consulting with the solicitors, announced 
that the.case would be withdrawn on terms agreed upon. He 
considered the parties had acted wisely in taking that course, 
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THE FOUR .NORTHERN COUNTIES. 


(By our Newcastle nero) 


Twenty Supers Coming—Three F.B.O. Shows a Week—Snowed’ under for Tennis’ Helm —Moss Empires’ 
Offerings—‘‘ A Sporting Double”’ Successor. 


IS many friends in the territory will regret to know that 
H Mr. T. Finucane, the district manager of Goldwyn's, 
is on the sick list, but I hope to see him back to his 
office at an early date. The world’s rights of ** Ben Hur ” 
have been secured by this enterprising firm, and there should 
be quite a stir in local filmland circles when the picture is 
sercened to the trade. Goldwyn’s productions for 1922-23 will 
consist of twenty supers, and the quatity—well, it will be of 
the high water-mark with the house cf 
Goldwyn, 


always associated 


Three Trade Shows a Week. 

If local exhibitors cannot satisfy their requirements at the 
Newcastle branch of Film Booking Offices, they must. indeed, 
be bad to please. Mr. S. Wynbergen told me a few days ago 
that amongst the thirty subjects he will be screening to the 
trade in the territory in the next ten weeks will be ‘ The 
Yellow Typhoon,” featuring Anita Stewart; ‘' Romance of the 
Rosary,’ * Wild) Honey,’? and ** Man to Man,’ a Harry 
Carey subject. With three trade shows a week, Sidney should 
do some business. If it is not forthcoming it will certainly 
uot be his fault. 


Snowed Under for Tennis Film. 

Stoll’s local manager, R. Tapply, reports that he is snowed 
under with inquiries for the Lenglen tennis picture, which will 
be on view to tho trade in the district in due course. Last 
week ‘' The Problem Eternal’ and ‘ Sins of the Parents ’ 
were stibmitted to the judgement of district showmen, when 
many orders for the pictures were obtained. 


Moss Empires’ Offerings. 

Mr. William Walker, who represents the interests of Moss 
chee in ‘this district, states that his uext subject will be 
“The Truth About Husbands,’ whieh is to be shown to the 
trade in the territory on August 10. °° The Sky Pilot’? will be 
the succeeding picture. from this house. 

: é 

‘‘ The Lilac Sunbennet.”’ ; 

Butcher's people, whose interests here are watched by Mr. 
Walker, were busy a few days ago with * The Lilac Sunbonnet,’ 
concerning which a darge nuinber of inquirics had heen received 
frony territorial exhibitors. 


‘* Sporting Double’s ’’ Successor. 

“Was She Guilty?" a Granger-Binger production, is the next 
Granger subject to follow ‘A Sporting Double,” which has been 
a colossal success since the trade show, the picture having been 
booked to all parts of the four northern counties. 


Imperial Showing Hepworth Production. 

During the current month (August) the Imperial Filin Com- 
pany at Neweastle will screen ‘Tit: for Tat,’ a Hepworth 
subject that deserves more than passing notice on the part of 
northern showmen. 


New Zi Representative. 

Mr. W. Marshall, of Newcastle, has been appointed outside 
Personnel for the local office of the Fox Film Company. 
1 aim sure district exhibitors will give him a warm welcome. 


-CHARLEY’S AUNT. . 


Misunderstanding Suggested. 


HE‘ Charley’s Aunt” case, the preliminary stage of 

] which was reported in a previous issue of THe Fin 

Renter, came before Mr. Justice Astbury this week. 

The action is that of Marguerite Blanche Brandon Thomas 
against Elis Ellis. Bertram Phillips and Einar J. Bruun for 
an injunction to restrain them from making, selling, hiring, 
distributing, or otherwise dealing with or performing any filin 
now in their possession or control of ‘t Charley's Aunt.” 

The defendants, who are making their films for Sweden, did 
not admit any infringement of: the plaintiff's rights, and they 
said that the only situation which resembled that in the play 
was that of an Oxford undergraduate dressed up as a female. 
In the case of the film the woman was young, and was not an 
elderly woman as in ‘* Charley’s Aunt.’’ It appeared that 
part of the film was taken in the anon of Worcester College, 
Oxford. The defendants had given an undertaking in the terms 
of the notice of motion, and «dso undertook to ‘allow the plaintiff 
to inspect their film. I appéared now that the defendants had 
refused to allow anyone but the plaintiff herself, who was not 
in England, to inspect. the film, but it was arranged that the 
plaintiff's legal adviser and technical adviser, with an inter- 
preter, as well as the plaintiff, should have liberty to inspect 
the films. The defendants agreed to continue their undertaking 
until the trial of the action. 


Google 


MANCHESTER PICCADILLY 
THEATRE OPENED. 


HIS palatial house was formally openéd on Monday last. 
There was a tremendous gathering of prominent Man- 
chester people at the invitation of the directorate. The 

gencral public was admitted, but room could not be found 
for all who wished to pay for admission. 

Tt was very inspiring to gaze on the sea of faces which filled 
the broad sweep of the cirele, which seats about a thousand, 

The feature chosen was ‘ The Old) Curiosity Shop,”? which 
was very well received, 

The organ proved all that had been claimed for it, and was 
very finely played. The orchestra is composed of first-class 
individual players, and under the direction of Mr. Joseph 
Mescant, helped considerably to put over the picture. This 
band is a musical acquisition to the city. The staff has settled 
well down to duty and works with a smoothness that is a credit 
to the manager, There is every prospect of a big success. The 
five foyers are sure to become immensely popular, ‘Nomads 
of the North "’ was the feature for the second three days. 
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AN AMUSING RESURRECTION. - 


“Going Straight,”’ the twelve-year-old picture 
The film 
is referred to in this week’s ‘‘ By the Way.” 


Scene from 
in which Mary Pickford and King Baggot appear. 


WELSH EXHIBITOR’S DIFFICULTY 


Breach of Covenant Action, 


N the High Court last week, the Tredegar Palace, Ltd., 
I sued Mr. Humphrey Williams, of Market Street, Tredegar, 
claiming damages for breach of covenants in his tenancy 
of the Palace Kinema. It was alleged that the defendant had 
broken his agreement in failing to keep the premises in repair, 
and to keep them open as a kinema and variety theatre. 
Plaintiffs claimed £1,700 damages and profits, with 
possession of the premises, and they also claimed forfeiture of a 
bond for £50, which the defendant had deposited as 
security. 


mesne 
war 


The defendant denied the allegation, and declared that he 
shut the place up as he was not able to carry on because of a 
strike. 

Judgment was given for the plaintiffs for £999, together with 
a declaration that they were entitled to retain and sell the 
bond in settlement of their claim, 


SUNDAY KINEMAS AT 
SOUTHEND. 


THOUSAND people were unable to gain admittance to 
A Southend’s first Sunday kinema show on Sunday last, 
when the Rivoli was opened under a licence granted by 

‘the Corporation, The police had to regulate long quéues of 
people waiting for the place to open. In view of the attitude 
of the justices it was not possible for the orchestra to play, 
‘but there was piano and organ accompaniment, The music, 
however, had to leave off immediately the pictures ceased. On 


‘Tuesday permission was granted by the justices to have 
‘orchestral music after church hours. The new concession 


‘means that performances will be as on week-days except that 
‘the Chief Constable may censor films if: he so desires. 


Digitized by Go gle 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 55 


‘EUROPEAN €O.’S PROGRESS IN 


MANCHESTER. 


OM PRESTON is full of enthusiasm on his return from 
| London regarding the reception given to ** The Storm ’ 
at the trade show in the Metropolis, 

This film features House Peters, and is a tremendously out- 
standing production. No exhibitor can afford to miss viewing 
it at the Piccadilly on Wednesday next. In addition to the 
London reports, the American: trade Press greeted this subject 
with unanimous approval.; At this trade show a twelve-year- 
old picture, featuring Mary Pickford, will be sereened, exactly 
as done in that period, which, in the kinema industry, seems 
so far away. This novelty will cause even hardened viewers to 
sit up and take notiee. The output of this company is 
particularly interesting, including as it does Jewel productions 
and a number of very special attractions. 

‘* Leather Pushers,’’ screened a week or two ago at short 
notice, is again to be trade shown locally. Premises in Man- 
chester have now been obtained, which will facilitate business 
arrangements considerably. 

Mr. Preston has been fortunate enough to seeure the services 
of Mr. Thos. Charles, who has been with Messrs. Fox for a con- 
siderable period, as a representative in this territory. 


One of the. most notorious, if not the most tragic, encounters 
in the history of English duelling is now being filmed by the 
British and Colonial Kine Co, as the latest subject for the 
B. and C. ‘* Romance of History ’’ series. The duel, actually 
fought during the reign of Charles II., was the outcome of a 
clandestine intrigue of the Earl of Shrewsburvy's faithless wife 
with the Duke of Buckingham (then Prime Minister of England). 
The Earl, discovering his wife’s secret, and seeking to vindicate 
his honour, promptly challenged—with fatal results—the trans- 
gressor, and the duel was foucht with the seconds assisting the 
principals'as combatants (as was customary during that period). 
Entitled ‘‘An Affair of Honour,”’ this thrilling little playlet will 
re-enact once again the duel, which was so disgraceful as to 
prove instrumental in effecting a complete revision of the English 
duelling laws. 


NEW VITAGRAPH REPRESENTA- 
TIVE FOR BIRMINGHAM. 


Mr. Bernard E. Pilcher, after five years’ ‘military service, 

during which he attained the rank of captain, joined the 

Vitagraph staff as dispatch supervisor in ‘the London office 
; at Brewer Street. 
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Wanted. idimadictals 


FIRST-CLASS 
OPERATOR 


AT THE 


MANCHESTER, 
Applications to L. BLATTNER. 


GAIETY, 


Patrons 


OU are always sure of 
getting furniture that will 

last, and at the same time give 
comfort to your patrons if you get 


Theatre Furnishings 


May our representative call on you 
with suggestions and quotations ? 


W. W. TURNER & Co., Ltd., 
5, Warwick Works, 
King’s Heath, BIRMINGHAM. 
Telephone: South 72. 
Telegrams: ‘ Cinechair, B'ham. 
Lancs. Agents 
Mr. E, SHARP. 
Orme's Buildings, Parsonage, Manchester. 
Irish Agents: 
I. 1; Bradlaw, 51 Grafton St., Dublin. 


Google 


11 Make your 


Comfortable. 


i 


PUUUAUENOUIUUOOOUUOQOOUUOOUEGUONOUOUEOUUOUOQUONOONOOANOUOUENAUOOSBOOOHOOEOOOOUOOUNOUOOUOGOONGUEOUOOUOOOUOOUOEUOOONOOEOOOOOEOOUROUOGOOOONOTOOO EOIN 


UAVUANUONOUGOUNOUOGOQNUONOUNODOOONO0NN0S000008N0000000000 000000000 00NGU0N00000NEOU00N09S 000000 EHH UNOONUOVIUEEA TEED 


ESUUCUUVVANAUOAUOTATAGAAAULGUEGGANSOUUUUUUGLUAAOUOUOUOOTUOUANOOUUUUEENAGOUUOUUOUAGOOOOUOUUeeenegaauueeeedeUOU 


A Dangerous 
: reine tie re 


\ The Serial with a Million Thrills. 


ted 
In Fifteen Release Date Pearl Films It 
Breathless Noy. 27th. 1922. 9668 Wardour St. 
Episodes London, W. 1 


"A Warner Bros. Production, 
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GOOD PRINTING IS 
GOOD ADVERTISING : 


eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


\JORMAN - WRIGHT, LTD, 

have had long experience in 
Printing for the Film Trade, and are 
Specialists in Fine Work which com- 
bines artistic effect with speedy 
delivery, good quality and low cost. 


a] 
vr 


They are prepared to submit esti- 
mates, designs and’ general ideas for 


all kinds of Synopses and Posters. 


a 
a 
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53a Shaftesbury Avenue « LONDON, W.C. 7. 
2 John Dalton Street ws MANCHESTER, 


Works - - - "ss - - LEICESTER. 
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SMALL ‘PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PUBLICITY. 


PUBLICITY AGENT FOR LONDUN ABEA.—A,. VU. GAK. 
DENER (late manager of Brock’s Crystal Palace fireworks). 
Lewis Road, Sutton, Surrey. 


LANCASHIRE Renting House requires a sole representative for 
the Liverpool and North Wales. territory. 
fidence to Box X, Firm Rexter, John Dalton Street, 
Manchester. 


aan ; ; ‘ 
ONE of the best-known managers in’ the business shortly at 


liberty: experienced in’ all branches of the trade: hard- 
working; trustworthy; original.—Studd, Rock, Mansfield. 
5/8/22 


* DYNAMO AND MOTOR ATTENDANTS,” by Broadbent, is . 


a book of direct value to every operator-electrician Price 
4s. 10d. from Rentell, 36, Maiden Lane, London. 


PROJECTORS, ACCESSORIES, Etc. 


3,000 TIP-UPS, with standards, 5s. 6d. complete. —Hellen. 
brand, maker, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend. on-Sea. 


1 HEATRICAL TIP-UP CHAIR MAKER. —Trade supplied. —_ 
Hellenbrand, 66, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend. 


WILLIAMSON'S CAMERA For Sale, all complete with Lens, 
Case, Tripod, ete.; recently overuguled; £40 or near offer. 
—Box B2F 


LET YOUR ADVERTISING RIGHTS TO THE FIRM THAT 
PAYS PROMPTLY. 
Best terms given for Curtains, Slides, or Programs. 
Write for particulars to : 
Palace Advertising Co., 
4a, Market Street, 
Manchester. 


‘Phone Central 2262. 
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POSTERS, SLIDES, PUBLICITY, FILMS. 


POSTERS AND . LANTERN SLIDES.—For advertising all 
classes of business send to the Greatest Poster Writers and 
Lantern Slide Makers in the North of England. Yorkshire 
Agents for Rose Dew Spraying Essence. Poster and Slide 
Specialiste.—Imperial Animated Picture Co., Hustlergate, 
Bradford. ! 
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| FORTHCOMING TRADE SHOWS. 


LONDON. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 14. 


Fox, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-45. Sky High—Big Town Ideas. 


F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 8. Cheated Love. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 


European, Own Theatre, 11 and 3. Her Night of bn shia 
Industrial and Educational Films, West End, 11. Elephant Hunting 


in South Africa. 


Fox, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-45. Sky High—Big Town Ideas. 


F.B.0., Own Theatre, 2-30. The White Horseman. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. Cheated Love. 


Ideal, Marble Arch Pavilion, 11 30. A Bill of Divorcement. 


Famous-Lasky, New Gallery, 11. Find the Woman. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16. 


European, Own Theatre, 11 and 3 Her wate of Nights. 


F.B.0., Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-15. Wild oney. 
.B.0., Own Theatre, 2-30. The White Horseman. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 1-80. Across the Deadline. 


Hepworth, New Gallery, 11. Tit for Tat. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 17. 
Regent, West End, 11-15. Secrets of Nature 
Jury, Own Theatre, 10 and 3. Eden—Return. 
Granger, New Gallery, 11-15. Was She Guilty? 
¥F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10. Across the Deadline. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 3. Shattered Dreams. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. 


Maitt and Myers, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-15. Short Stuff. 


Ideal, New Gallery, 11-30. Wilderness Tales. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. Shattered Dreams. 


MANCHESTER. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 


Famous-Lasky, Kinema Exchange, 12. Find the Woman. 


European, Kinema Exchange, 2. The Leather Pushers. 


Wardour, Kinema Exchange, 11. Irving Cumming Series. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16. 

Jury, Kinema Exchange, 2. Silent Years. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 12. The Scrapper. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. 

Jury, Piccadilly Cinema, 11. The Sailor Tramp. 


Fox, Kinema Exchange, 11. Sky High—Big Town Ideas. 


LIVERPOOL. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 


Weisker, Kinema Exchange, 2-30. Silent Years. 
Gaumont, Futurist, 11. A Soul’s Awakening 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. A Soul’s Awakening. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11. Doctor Jim. 

Fox, Seala, 11. A Fool There Was. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16. 


LEEDS. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16. 
Famous-Lasky, Majestic, 11. Find the Woman. 
Granger, Kinema Exchange, 2-15. Was She Guilty? 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 17. 
Fox, Kinema Exchange, 11-45. A Fool There Was. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. 
Jury, Kinema Exchange, 3-15. Boy Crazy. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11-40. Cheated Love. 


SHEFFIELD. 
MONDAY, AUGUST 14. 


New Century, Picture Palace, 11. The Sailor Tramp. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 
F.B.0., Picture Palace, 10-45. The Rowdy—Headin’ West. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16. 

European, Kinema House, 11. The Storm. 

New Century, Own Theatre, 11-15. Fightin’ Mad. 
Granger, Don, 11. Was She Guilty? 

F.B.0., Weisker, 10-45. White Youth—False Kisses. 
Fox, Cinema House, 11. | Carmen—The_ Reporter. 
Famous-Lasky, Electra, 10-45. Find the oman. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. 7 
New Century, Own Theatre, 11-15. Silent Years. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 3 The Big Adventure. 


NOTTINGHAM. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 
Famous-Lasky, Lounge, 11. The Spanish Jade—The Bachelor Daddy. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 17. 
European, Scala, 11. | The Storm. i 
F.B.0., Mechanic’s Hall, 10-45. The Rowdy—The Big Adventure. 


CARDIFF. 
MONDAY, AUGUST 14. 


Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Colonel’s Orderly. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 
Moss Empires. Kinema Exchange, 3. The Truth About Husbands. 
Ideal, Kinema Exchange, 11. _The Sea Dog. 
Jury, Kinema Exchange, 8. The Hole in the Wall. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Colonel's Orderly. 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 12-15. Desperate Trails. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16. 


VUQDUNUGQAUUNONAUOUUENGDSEUOUEQUUGUEOONQOGHUGONOUD SES 


Wardour, Trocadero, 11-15. Irving Cumming Series. Fox, Kinema Exchange, 3. Without Fear—Arabian Love. 
Weisker, Palais de Luxe, !1. The Sailor Tramp. ; Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Colonel's Orderly. 
Granger, Prince of Wales, 11-15. Was She Guilty? F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 12-15. Playing With Fire. 


F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 8. The Shark Master. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 17. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Colonel’s Orderly. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. ‘ . 

Wardour, Kinema_ Exchange, 3. Irving Cumming Series. 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Colonel's Orderly. 

Famous-Lasky, Own Theatre, 11. The Spanish Jade—The Bachelor 


Gaumont, Scala 11. The Man From Blankleys. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2-30. The Man From Blankleys. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 17. 

Fox, Palais de Luxe, 11. Sky High—Big Town Ideas. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. 

Famous-Lasky, Scala, 11. Find the Woman. 
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BIRMINGHAM. Daddy. 
MONDAY, AUGUST 14. i 
Fox, Scala, 11. Without Fear—Arabian Love. , . GLASGOW. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16. MONDAY CAUAUET TA 
Fox, Scala, 11. Carmen—The Reporter. Cosmograph, Cranston’s, 11... The Triple Clue. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. 
Jury, Own Theatre, 2-30. Fightin’ Mad. 
Famous-Lasky, Scala, 11. Find the Woman. 


Stoll, Cinema House, 11. The Sins of the Parents. 
Fox, Grand Central, 11. A Stage Romance. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 
Fox, Grand Central, 10-45. Elope If You Must—Western Speed. 


BRISTOL. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16, : 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16. ury, lecture ouse, . Town sugar. 
Ideal, Victoria Rooms, 11-80. The Sea Dog. Jury, Own Theatre, 2-30, Boy Crazy. 


Cosmograph, Cranston’s, 11. The Bohemian Girl. 
Famous-Lasky, Cinema House, 11. The Bachelor Daddy—The Spanish 
Jade. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. 
F.B.0., Salon,.11. Romance of the Rosary. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 2-30. Romance of the Rosary. 
Argosy, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-30. The Depth of the Furrow. 


Gaumont, Queen's, 11. The Magic Cup. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 3. The Magic Cup. 


NEWCASTLE. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 
Gaumont, New Pavilion, 11-15. A Soul's Awakening. 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2. A Soul's Awakening. 
Fox, Queen’s, 11. A Stage Romance. BELFAST. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16. 
F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11-15. The Big Adventure. TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. ‘ i p 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 17. Asso. First. National, Imperial, 11. ©Man—Woman—Marriage. 
Granger, Stoll, 11-15. , Was She Guilty? 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. ‘ 
Ramiele LaPkys Grainger P.H., 11. The Spanish: Jade—The Bachelor : DUBLIN. 
ey a oa . WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16 
Fox,. Empire, 11. Without Fear—Arabian Love. - : ik 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11-15. The Man From Blankley’s. Fox, Corinthian, 11-30. The Fast Mail 
Gaumont, Own Theatre, 2. The Man From Blankley’s. THURSDAY, AUGUST 17. : 
F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11-15. Headin’ West. Phenix, Sackville, 11. Just Outside the Door. 
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ODDS ON!— 


THE WALTER WEST PRODUCTION 


“ VIOLET HOPSON & STEWART ROME 


We booked you “Kissing Cup’s Race.” Now Released. 1,386 bookings to date. 
Then ‘Scarlet Lady.” Released“ December this year. Nearly 1,000 bookings to date. 
NOW WE OFFER YOU “SON OF KISSING CUP.” Released MAR., 1923. 


— Watch for Trade Show Announcements. 


No. 9 on the BRITISH NATIONAL PROGRAMME. 


BUTCHER’S FILM SERVICE, LTD., 


Camera House :: Farringdon Avenue :: LONDON, E.C 4. 


Phone: Holborn 5995 (5 lines). 
Wires: Butchilms, Fleet, London. 


Cables: Butchilms, London. 
B.C. 5th Edition. 


iahts for Walter West Productions—ai 
ant British i 


tna CO 
st ne ae tl tnanitriee € should be addressed 


Moving Picture News 


COT EE OO OC 
-LONDON Phone: Regent, 1468-9. ‘Ielegraphic Address: ‘* Wrightads, Picey, London,'’ MANCHESTER Phone: Central, 5987. 
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SIXPENCE. 


WHY THE “CHEAP” MANAGER FAILS 
TO MAKE GOOD. 


“Live” Showmanship the Only Antidote for the Slump. 


E are tired of being told by every exhibitor who 
W has reason to complain of bad business that the 
picture theatre industry is suffering from a 
“slump.”’. We adinit that - business is bad, but 
the kinema does not stand in a class by itself. | Every 
industry in the country is faced with more or less the 
same difficulties just now, and in the kinema trade the 
present drop in receipts is due to certain obvious causes. 
Some of these are well within the showman’s control. 
Others are entirely beyond it. With the latter this article 
has no concern.  Abcut such matters as the effect of 
weather, summer time, and the entertainments tax upon 
the box-office, too much has already been said and 
written. 
There is. however, one cause to which the exhibitor 
never refers when business is bad, one source of weakness 
he never recognises under any circumstances. — And it is 
very near home! ? 

By profession the proprietor of a picture house should 
be a showman. “But we are afraid that the recent staute- 
ment of a prcminent trade official that very few of his 
class have even the most elementary knowledge of the 
craft-is true within certain limitations. The truth is 
that neither bad weather, nor extended hours of daylight 
by Order in Council, nor even the much maligned enter- 
tainments tax, iniquitously unfair as that impost 
admittedly is, is of itself responsible for the ‘* slump "’ 
about which the average showman so bitterly complains. 
They are only contributory causes to an effect resulting 
in large measure from an entirely different source. 

What is wrong with the average picture house is bad 
management; in scme cases it would be more correct to 
say entire lack of management. Pictures are booked 
haphazard; thrown on the screen without any regard to 
exploitation or presentation; the house is left largely co 
take care of itself. There is no real attempt to 
advertise: the staff is undisciplined; the music is hope- 
less. .Can anyone wonder under these circumstances 
that business is bad? The showman has invited, and 
has got just what he asked for. 

It is extraordinary how little real business acumen 
is displayed even by those responsible for the controi ur 
some of the biggest and most elaborate kinemas. <A 
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house may cost anything from: £20,060 to £30,000. to build 
and equip, but never a thought is given to its ultimate 
nuoigement. When the time comes to appoint a 
mumager selection as often as not is made from among 
the friends cf the directorate, regardless altogether of the 
cundidate’s 


knowledge, suitability. er — experience. 
Alternatively a oman is put into the job at £5 a 
week. How can success result from management such 
as this? 


We ask with all seriousness: in what other business 
cr industry such a condition of things is to be found? 
Where is the commercial man who would be willing to 
entrust a business that had cost £20,0C0 cr £30,000 to 
start and equip, toa £5 a week man, or—worse still—to 
an inexperienced amateur? 

Yet that sert of thing is continually happening in we 
picture theatre business to-day. Tey such people we 
have no hesitation in saving that they are courting 
disaster fer any undertaking in which they are interested, 
right from the very start. The successful control of a 
kinema, like a newspaper, calls for highly specialised 
knowledge. The man who buys brains for such a job 
at £5 a week will get just what he pays for, and no more. 

The truth of the matter is that nothing but *‘ live ° 
and experienced management of the widest possible kind 
can make any picture theatre, or other place of enter- 
tainment, go. A manager who thoroughly understands 
the art of controlling a theatre, and of catering properly 
fer his public, will always be able to demand—and get— 
a salary commensurate with his ability. Five pound 
a week men will never be able to make any show *‘ go,”’ 
und company directors who rely upon inexperienced and 
underpaid employees to make profits that will enable: 
them to hand over handsome dividends to their shate- 
holders, are likely to be sadly disappointed in the long run. 


If a little more money was expended judiciously on 
management, and a little more care were exercised in the 
selecticn of suitable pictures; if a little more attention 
were given to proper exploitation and presentation of the 
program, we should hear less about the prevailing slump, 
and more about the success which was crowning the efforts 
of the real, ‘‘ live ’’ showman. And in this category the 
manager who knows his business takes first place. 
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A Weekly Causerie 


on Trade Topics. 


By the Way: 


Holiday Business. 

UGUST Bank Holiday has come and gone, and has 
left behind rather mixed feelings. Those members 
of the trade who were trying to snatch a brief 

respite at the seaside or in the country were, early and 
late, at issue with the clerk of the weather, and, I believe, 
said nasty things about him. But the gentleman 
responsible for our weather vagaries only winked the other 
eye. He knew that if his fickleness was not generally 
acceptable to the holiday-maker, it was altogether pleasing 
to the enterprising and hard-working kinema proprietor, 
whose ‘‘ house full ’’ boards were out early and often on 
the holiday! The old saying, ‘‘ It’s an ill wind that blows 
nobody good,’’ was amply exemplified on Monday last, 
when many London kinemas did record business all day. 
Reports from the provinces indicate a similar satisfactory 
condition of things. 


Honouring ‘‘ Danny.”’ 
HAD the privilege the other evening of being present 
I at one of the most delightful functions within my 
memory of the kinematograph industry. Mr. Harry 
Rowson, the genial managing director of Ideal Films, had 
the happy thought of giving a dinner party in honour of 
Joseph Dannenberg, the brilliant editor of ‘‘ The Film 
Daily,’’ of America, who sailed for home last Saturday. 
Mr. Rowson, together with his brother Simeon, who so 
ably controls the production end of Ideal, and Mr. 
Russell, their very capable chairman, made every guest 
thoroughly at home, whilst the speeches struck such a 
note of sincerity that it was a real joy to be present. 
‘‘ Danny ’’ was evidently touched by the warmth of his 
reception, and said many nice things of his experiences 
both here and on the Continent. We all hope he will 
soon return. ‘‘ Danny ’”’ is a real good fellow. 


Entertainments Tax. 


HILE it is understood that a revision of the Enver- 
tainments Tax will be favourably considered by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in next year’s 

Budget, there is a strong feeling in the trade that no 
efforts should be relaxed in the direction of securing its 
entire abolition. For much may happen politically before 
the new year, and it is quite within the bounds of possibility 
that a new Chancellor may rule the financial destinies of 
the country before the next Budget. In such a case the 
demand for total abolition may reach sympathetic ears. 
Under the present regime little more can be expected than 
a mild revision of the incidence of the tax, which would 
afford little real relief to the kinemas. 


Sir Walter De Frece’s Proposal. 


IR ROBERT HORNE was certainly impressed with 
the scheme put forward by Sir Walter de Frece, and 
most probably, if the present Chancellor is in charge 

of the Budget next year, this proposal will be adopted. 
Sir Walter’s scheme is tc reduce the tax in favour of the 
patrons of the cheaper seats on a percentage basis. But 
only seats under 3s. are included in the proposal. All 
higher prices would carry the present tax. This suggested 
alteration, according to the Chancellor, would cost the 
Exchequer some £2,250,000, and unless some alternative 
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scheme could be adopted to provide this sum he had to 
emphatically decline it. And there the matter stands. 
It rests, therefore, with the Abolition Committee to take 
such steps during the recess as will ensure a more 
sympathetic consideration of the matter when the new 
Parliament meets. 


‘*The Four Horsemen.”’ 


HE super-picture, “‘ The Fcur Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse,’’ produced by Metro Film Corpora- 
tion, of New York, from the famous novel by 

Vincente Blasco Ibanez, and brought to England by 
Marcus Loew, will commence a season at the Palace 
Theatre on Monday evening next. The production, for 
which Rex Ingram is responsible, has had a very success- 
ful exploitation in the United States, and in many of the 
large cities pay-box records were established. The picture 
has also had a good reception in Paris, where some protest 
was expected against the war scenes, but the result proved 
that the artistic conception of the film was such as to 
easily overcome all objections. Marcus Loew, who is 
personally in charge of the Palace season, is announcing 
a moderate seat tariff, so that picture-goers will be able 
to see the picture at ordinary kinema theatre prices. After 
the London premiere Sir William Jury will handle the 
picture. 


Cardiff Unanimity. 


HE most cordial feeling that has existed in Cardiff 
between renters and exhibitors, consummated by 
the inauguration of the Kinema Exchange in that 

important centre some two years ago, has been slightly 
disturbed recently owing to some of the renters holding 
their trade shows outside the Exchange. The manage- 
ment of the latter includes important exhibiting as well 
as renting interests, the former including that stalwart 
champion of the theatre man, H. V. Davies. The success 
of the Exchange is considered so vital to trade, interests 
in South Wales that inquiries were put on foot by the 
exhibiting section to ascertain the reason for the break- 
away, and it is probable that a meeting of the members 
may be convened shortly to go into the whole matter. If 
it is as stated, that renters only go outside the Exchange 
to screen their larger films, which require special exploita- 
tion and music, then it should not be difficult to adjust the 
little difference which has arisen. 


Harry Smith Back. 


ARRY R. SMITH, of Smith’s Film Sales, Ltd., 
has arrived back in London from a quick trip to 
New York. Mr. Smith states that he saw a 
number of new productions of exceptional merit during 
his visit, some of which will shortly be shown in this 
country. Good British pictures will be weleomed ‘in 
America, but the story value has to be undoubted and the 
technique equal to American production standards. Mr. 
Smith considers that the vogue of the German and 
Continental film in America is at an end, with the 
exception of the pictures made -in Europe by the leading 
American producers. 
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The ‘‘ Clean-Up ”’ in America. 


ILL H. HAYS, the head of the Motion Picture 

Producers and Distributors in America, is finding 

the road to reform a rocky one. Dr. Wilbur F. 

Crafts, of the International Reform Bureau, has sent Mr. 

Hays a request to ecmmence his ‘‘ cleaning-up ’’ process 

at once by the immediate retirement of the ‘‘ criminal 

and vicious ’’ films which are now being shown through- 
out the United States. Dr. Crafts says: 


You ask that a nation which regulates all other great 
industries by law, inspecting beef and banks, and supervising 
railroads, shall make an exception for the motion picture industry 
and rely on promises to reform it made anew by the very men 
who made the bad pictures and are still exhibiting them—men 
who have made similar promises of reform for fifteen years when 
public protest has waxed hot, but have shamelessly broken their 
promises every time. rane 


“The Baser Sort. 


66 PT should be self-evident to all intelligent citizens,”’ 
continues this self-appointed critic, ‘‘ that pro- 
ducers of the better sort can reform all producers 

of the baser sort only in case the organisation of which you 
are the head is a trust, and we want no reform by illegal 
methods. Many of us regard your new work as 
chiefly political, and, if so, a peril to democracy. And 
what value is it for parents whose children are learning 
vice and crime from the movies to be told that better 
pictures will be gradually substituted? If the producers 
are repentant let them retire the criminal and vicious films 
now showing.’’ Mr. Hays has not yet replied to this 
illuminating document. 


Carl Laemmle’s Advice. 


ND Carl Laemmle, head of Universal, chips in with 
A a warning to exhibitors to stop booking films that 
are not yet made. He says: ‘‘ The biggest piece 
of folly any theatre owner can commit in these enlightened 
days of moving picture business is to book any picture 
that is not yet made. Producing pictures is the biggest 
gamble in the world. Not a soul in any studio knows until 
a picture is finished and shown whether it is good or not!”’ 
From a producer, this locks like giving studio secrets 
away. Possibly Mr. Laemmle, who is due to arrive in 
London from the Continent this month, may be induced 
to say more on this matcrial point so far as it affects the 
block-bocking evil. 


Financing Producers. 


N our last issue we published a letter from a 
correspondent advocating the formation of a film 
banking institution to specially support the industry 

in financial matters. I now learn that a finance corpora- 
tion on similar lines, but mainly to help in the production 
of films, has been formed in America, and is named ‘‘ The 
Producers’ Finance Corporation.’’ In a statement issued 
by the directors, it is claimed that the new corporation 
will solve the long-standing difficulty under which the 
industry has laboured in getting adequate credit at the 
banks. Bankers, owing to their scanty knowledge of the 
nature of motion picture collateral, credit, and integrity, 
have always been unwilling to allow advances of an 
adequate nature. But the new bank, directed by men 
who understand motion picture values, will, it is 
anticipated, be a real help to the trade. 


Advances up to 50 Per Cent. 


HE bank will advance up to 50 per cent. of the 
production costs (estimated), and no money will 
be available until the producer has found the other 

50 per cent. Then the loan is advanced weekly as pro- 
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duction progresses. The bank exercises a first lien on the 


completed picture, and, therefore gets its profits from the 


first receipts. An important condition of the advance is 
the tie-up with a distributor cf standing, who would also 
be prepared to make proportional advances under his 
agreement. ‘lhe bank is barred from producing on its own 
account. Among the directors are D. W. Griffith, A. H. 
T. Banzhaf, secretary of United Artists, John B. Cochran, 
president Franklin National Bank of Washington, and 
A. J. Dalton, president Main Island Creek Coal Co., of 
Huntington, W. Va. Commencing capital will be 
£600,000. A number of loans have already been made, 
which are estimated to return 32 per cent. 


New Film Storage Act. 


HE Royal assent has been given to the Celluloid and 
Kinematograph Bill, as passed by Parliament in 
the session just closed, and the new Act becomes 

law at once. It deals exclusively with the storage and use 
of films throughout the kingdom, and is based on the 
L.C.C. regulations, which have been in force in the 
Metropolitan area for some time. 


The Good and the Bad. 


CANDID critic in one of the Amcrican trade journals 
A states that during the past year there were pro- 
duced some 700 feature films in the United States. 
Out of that number a generous estimate for absolute big 
successes was 35. No less than 365-——or one a day—were 
*“‘duds,’’ and the remaining 300 were just about good 
enough to save their faces in passing through the kinemas. 
This should be cheerful reading to the British exhibitor, 
who doubtless has already heard all about the 35. But 
what of the others? 


Manager's Stirring Appeal. 


N sending a donation to the Ralph Pringle Distress 
Fund, Charlie Pindar, of the Empire, Kidderminster, 
encloscd a letter headed ‘‘An Appeal to the Old 

Pringle Boys,’”’ which reads: 


The old Guv’nor is stricken nigh unto death. Are the boys 
who marched up and down the country under that glorious 
Pringle banner going to see him linger to the end in a state of 
poverty, when his one wish is to die in the city he loves, and 
to spend the few remaining days amid old associations? No! 
Rally round the old flag. Never let it be said that the Pringle 
Boys deserted their old chief in his hour of need. Wherever 
you are, do what you can to help in the good work that the little 
bunch of Pringle Boys in Bristol have commenced. Send any- 
thing you can. Perhaps we are all as hard up as we always 
peracee but deny yourself something; it’s for the dear old 
xuv’nor. 


Mount Everest Expedition. 


APTAIN J. NOEL, the official photographer with the 
1922 Mount Everest expedition, has written a very 
interesting letter to Messrs. W. Butcher and Sons, 

in which he states that the mission had arrived at Mount 
Everest, and were preparing for active work at the 
summit, some 17,000 feet above the camp at the base. 
Captain Noel expresses his keen satisfaction at the 
splendid results obtained from the use of the Williamson- 
Paragon camera, which he is using. It is excellent, he 
says, for the simplicity 

yet completeness of its 


controls and movements. eats 
The expedition expects to 
be away about two years. 
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HOLIDAY. 


An Opportunity for Observing what other 
‘Showmen are doing. 


OLIDAYS ate so often locked upon as a time when 
H one can distuiss from the mind all thoughts of 
business, and give one’s self up wholly to tue 
delights of life among fresh sumoundings, that there may 
be some who will resent the idea ef using the annual 
vacation and its experiences as a time to restock the mind 
with fresh ideas regarding the conduct cf Gne’s business. 


THE OPPORTUNITY FOR DETACHMENT. 
Yet this cm be accomplished with a freshness and 
detachment wholly impossible when faced with the frets 
and petty details which are the constant and insistent 
accompaniment of evervday life. | Busy with the super- 
vision of this cr that detail of advertising, the shortcomings 
of an employee, the demands of the local licensing 
authority, or the over-officiousness of an underling in the 
public health department, there is little time or disposi- 
ticn te take stock of the showmian’'s business as a whole, 
to see cach detail in its true perspective. | Whatever 
leisure is) possible during a business day is usually 
oecupied in a complete change cf work, which provides 

the necessary relaxation demanded by mind and body. 


A MORE CORRECT PERSPECTIVE. 


The annual holiday acts in quite a different way. For 
the first few days the mind is given up to the assimilation 
cf the general features of the loeality in which one may 
be staying, possibly recalling old memories, or gaining 
new impressions. The mind then becomes active again, 
and unconsciously begins to werk—not as a task, but as 
a reereation—around the circumstances with which most 
of its activities are concerned. From the greater dis- 
tance the petty annoyances are not visible, and the whole 
business is seen in truer and more correct perspective. 

This habit of mind, moreover—always provided it is 
werking in a healthy manner, and is not allowed to intrude 
itself to the detriment of the restfulness of the holiday— 
is a thing to be encouraged. — To allow it to oecupy every 
waking moment is to reap no benefit for the mind, what- 
ever physica] betterment may accrue as the result of 
being in healthful surroundings. Such attention will 
even hinder physieal benefit. If one is to go back full 
of ‘‘ heans ”’ to the life of showmanship, it is necessary 
to have new idexs, and the physical and mental vigour 
to put them into practice. 


WATCHING THE OTHER MAN. 


Naturally, anyone upon whom the management of a 
kinema devolves during the working hours will be inter- 
ested in similar establishments in the district or districts 
he has chosen for his hcliday. Every ‘* live ’’ showman 
has his own methods of showmanship, and these should 
provide the visitor with matter for criticism or emulation. 
Tt is recorded of the successful proprietor of a large retail 
store that it was his custcm, when on holiday, to enter 
the large stores of his holiday town at their busiest time, 
and, while waiting to make a small purchase, keep an 
observant eve on the many details of business and sales- 
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manship passing befcre his eves. The size of the shop, 
or its volume ef business mattered nothing: he was always 
eut to pick up new ideas. 


THE PERMANENT POPULATION. 


How does such a case affect the showman? — There is 
ene wav in which it certaindy affects him, and cue whose 
details it would be well to study. The preprietor or 
hutager of a kinema in a residential or industrial town, 
if he has been attentive to the requirements of his 
patrons, and has seen to it that his house is known vo 
provide. a geod class of picture, an’ attractive musical 
program), and efficient and courteous service, has built up 
a very real asset in‘? goodwill.” He has established a 
connection, has gathered together a number of people 
who would prefer, other things being equal, to patronise 
his heuse in preference to ancther. © But what of the 
floating population—those whom business or pleasure or 
interest bring to the town for a few days or a few weeks 
cnlv? What of those residents who for some reason or 
another are not kinema-goers ’ 


CATCHING THE CASUAL. 


Here the methods of the seaside kinema proprietor 
should prove worthy of close attention. © His business is 
to capture every week a fresh set of people. © Except in 
residential seaside places his connection is slighter than 
that of his inland brother. His) showmanship — is 
intensified during the season when greater numbers are 
visiting his town. = A study of his methods should ve 
useful. Few visitors, or comparatively few, read tne 
local paper. What are his means of attraction? — Is it 
his business premises? Has he a trick with handbills 
eraftily worded, or attractively distributed? Do they 
show an acute analysis of the picture he has to offer, and 
an insight into the mind and sympathies of those whom 
he hopes to catch as patrons? He must needs be avert, 
for he has the competition of the concert party on the 
pier, the pierrot crowd on the sands, the band and the 
vocalists in the winter gardens. — All these are showmen — 
in themselves; the band in gaudy uniform, the pierrots in 
quaint costume, and thev have to be outbidden for custom. 
What is to be learned here? 


YOUR PLACE IN THE PRESS. 


Notwithstanding the fact that seaside visitors are not 
constant purchasers of the leeal Press, what use is made of’ 
newspaper space; what space is used by the kinema 
advertisement, and why? The small show caras 
exhibited in the local circulating library or the branch 
post office, are they worth adopting in size, shape, matter. 
style cr colour? These and other questions will arise in 
the mind of the exhibitor on holiday. . Moreover, with 
the return to business comes preparation for what should 
prove the busiest season of the year, with more forceful 
attraction to indoor entertainment. Then should be 
reaped the harvest of the untrammelled holiday 
meditation. 
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POINTS CONCERNING SUMMER 
BUSINESS. 


Fight the Hot Weather Periods—Put up your Best 
Stunts for Patronage. 


T ois a certainty that the majority of felk whe 
I like the pictures enjoy them quite as much in the 
summer as in the winter. There is such a thing as 
too much Sunshine, althcugh so far this summer King 
Sol has been exceedingly bashful and retiring. Possibly 
he is a ‘* fan.’ and enjoys the movies as much as we 
do. Anyhow. there is no necessity for the pother which 
certain sections of exhibitors. in) conference assembled, 
are making.: Even if the Midland theatre-men are find- 
ing the summer season “* stale aud unprofitable,’ there 
is no substantial reason that can be urged in’ faveur of 
an all-rcund closing dewn for at least two-thirds of the 
summer. It is notin the best interests of the exhibiting 
side of the industry that there should be any closing down 
during the hot weather months. It would be suicidal for 
the bulk of the kinemas to suddenly, and apparently with- 
out any sound reasons. refuse to cater for those patrons 
who desire entertainment and relaxation at all times and 
SCASONS, 


Good Programs. 


Indeed, the argument is all in favour of offering special 
inducements to the public to patronise the show during 
the het season. One can be quite certain that picture- 
geers will come in if you can cffer them good and ample 
attractions. Naturally, the first consideration is a good 
program of varied interest. Hot weather programs should 
be of the lighter vein. There should be a liberal allow- 
ance of light comedy, a spice of good drama, and a strong 
element of varied topical, travel and interest films. It 
is well to avoid) pictures giving het weather scenes, 
whether in topical or drama. Such scenes do not make 
for the comfort of patrons on a warm afterncon or cven- 
ing, no matter how cool and well ventilated the theatre 
ix. For patrons of the pictures exercise a lot of imagina- 
ticn, and hot-weather scenes cn the sereen tend to make 
the audience feel hotter than they actually are. Nor is 
ie advisable to play heavy dramas during the sultry 
weather. Preference should undoubtedly be given. to 
those films containing snow and ice scenes, for it is won- 
derful how such pictures create an air of coolness in any 
theatre, 


Keep the Theatre Cool. 


There is little deubt that an atmosphere of coolness 
can be created ina theatre by very siniple methods. The 
fact that the theatre is well ventilated and cool should 
be persistently announced, especially in lobby displays. 
Tt is good business scmetines to take audiences into the 
managerial confidence, ond let them knew in dry figures. 
hew many degrees ecoler the inside ef the theatre is 
compared with the outside, And with a geod practical 
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ventilation seheme it is also advisable to use a little 
printers” ink, either on a folder or booklet. deseribing it. 
and demonstrating that the ventilation methods adopted 
exsures the ccolest theatre in the town. The lobbies and 
trent cf a theatre can also be made a real aid in the coolest 
theatre stunt. Decorate the front in the best way to 
suggest an atmosphere of ecclness. Artificial or natural 
flowers—the latter for choice--are an ideal lobby display 
that lends an air of coolness to the front, and points to 
a delightful and restful retreat inside. At one theatre 
recently, quite an effective display in the indication of 
coclness was a ntuimber of canaries in their cages. most of 
the birds, were singing, attracted quite a lot of attention, 
and extended an invitation to enter not easy to resist. 


Business Extensions. 


There are quite a number cf business stunts which are 
easicr to cover in the summer time than in the winter. 
One is the special matinee, which, if properly exploited, 
will always) pan out well. To do these matinces 
thoroughly and effeetively, resort must be made to the 
nniling list, and an attractively got up circular should 
be sent to prominent local people. The holiday period 
at the schools should not be Jost sight of, and the young 
people at home specially catered for. And the old-time 
school stunt is always a big winner. — It is still, like 
Jchnny Walker, going strong, under special and Vigorous 
exploitation. © A’ valued) correspondent) in’ an’ English 
cathedral town, ina most interesting letter to the writer, 
states that he has run special school stunts all this 
summer to the manifest advantage of the pay-box and 
the great satisfaction of the veungsters. He continues : 
“One of my best schemes was to offer six free matinee 
tickets each week for the six best marked scholars. ts be 
good fer any matinee during the week. and each sche} 
te be accompanied by the parents. The heads agreed to 
the scheme, the publie were tremendously interested, 
and the proposal spread like wildfire throughout the 
schcels. In addition, we exploited the scheme in tie 
newspapers and Iebby, and finally interested the public. 
And the box-office has told a flattering tale.’ This. is 
cuily one way among many. 


Fight the Slump. 


The fighting manager is never afraid of the summer 
“slump.” While others are giving up the “ ghest.° or 
talking about elesing dewn, die is prominent with well- 
thought-out) advertising campaigns. business extension 
plans, new stunts, and putting his back into the work— 
strenucus work. ne doubt about it---of selling the picture 
te the public—with the weather chart against him! But 
he wins in the end, and Jays lew the bogey of bad stuauner 
business. 
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OF MELODY”: A 


IDEA. 


Public Appreciation of Good Music, and how some 
Exhibitors Cater for it. 


OR some time past the management of the Theatre 
Royal Picture House, Bradford, have made a 
special feature of what they term ‘‘ Five Minutes 

of Melody,’’ by the orchestra, half way through each pro- 
gram. It is a happy conception on somebody's part, and 
whoever may be entitled to the credit of the idea, the 
carrying out thereof warrants the highest compliment 
being paid to Mr. Harry Heath (the manager of the 
theatre), Mr. Sydney Jones (the leader of the orchestra), 
Mr. Frank White (the organist), not forgetting the 
operators in the projection box, for they have a large 
part in making the feature successful. 


An Entertainment Atmosphere. 

The organ at the Theatre Royal, of course, is one of the 
most magnificent in the country, and contributes very 
greatly a the richness of the orchestra. During this 
five minutes of melody the lights go up in the theatre, 
and floating shades of colour light are projected on to 
the empty screen from the operating box, whilst from an 
extra aperture a sharp beam of white light is concen- 
trated on the conductor of the orchestra. An additional 
and most attractive item added to this feature during the 
past week or so is the series of ccloured Japanese lanterns 
(electrically lit, of course) hanging around the proscenium, 
giving the whole place a decided atmosphere of what one 
usually gets at seaside holiday places, and therefore very 
pleasing to the audience. The chief picture on the pro- 
gram, ulso, is introduced by the drawing of curtains 
over the screen for a brief interval, whilst coloured foot- 
lights are lit, and the curtain withdrawn again in this 
light—a simple thing, but most effective. 


Mystery Music. 

At the Empire Super Kinema a somewhat similar 
special music feature is a ‘cello solo by Mr. Clifton 
Bocth, interspersed in each program, The rendering of 
music at the Empire is most attractive, partly because 
the building, originally the city's chief vaudeville theatre, 
is particularly well adapted for sound, and largely because 
the orchestra and all associated with it is so well situated 
and hidden that the average visitor has the utmost diffi- 
culty in making up his or her mind exactly from what 
quarter the music is coming. 


CARL LAEMMLE PRESENTS 


MARY PICKFORD 


As she appeared twelve years Ome: 


Welelin ie: STRAIG HT" 
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Distributed by European Motion Picture Co. 169 Wardoursi. 
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Would Music Be Missed? 


On this subject of music in the kinema, a writer in a 
Yorkshire daily paper has recently been discussing 
whether music is really necessary, and whether it would 
be missed seriously—any more than the old-fashioned 
clatterings and other noises accompanying pictures are 
missed. The writer is a musical critic of some qualifica- 
tion, and whilst appreciative of kinema music, hints at 
the possibility that it would not be missed. Then he 
proceeds to suggest methods of improvement of kinema 
music, and comments on the difficulty of timing the 
average orchestra to suit the changing phases of the film 
story. As to fitting a special musical item to suit each 
sub-title of action, the writer points out that the idea in 
practice is absurd, as the musie would either take hours 
longer than the film screening, or else the result would 
be a medley of mere incompleted scraps of music. 


Small Orchestras Not Attractive. 


Kinema exhibitors in Bradford show not the slightest 
inclination to accept any suggestion as to dropping music. 
True, the orchestra rests sometimes during the showing 
of a comic film, but the uncoinfortable strain on the 
audience when any other picture is screened without 
music is fully realised. Some months ago, when the 
kinema industry was going through the worst of its 
troubles because of the industrial slump and the tight- 
ness of money, and when it was also threatened with 
trouble by the Musicians’ Union, the central theatres took 
a firm stand against what was hardly a reasonable demand 
by the Union, and the outcome of the little bother was a 
substantial reduction of orchestra staffs. This effected an 
economy in expenditure much needed at the time, and 
also administered a check on the exuberance of some 
Trade Unionists who were getting a little ‘‘ too much 
up on themselves.”’ 


A Weakness Noted by the Public. 

The result in the theatres, however, was not particu- 
larly good. Visitors began to notice the weakness of the 
orchestras, and just as the city orchestras had been a 
feature before that time. so they have now become a 
feature again. There is not the slightest doubt that the 
public appreciate a good orchestra in the kinema. 
Bradford exhibitors, in the main, have had the good 
sense to realise that the lean period through which the 
industry has been passing lately is the time to put on 
extra attraction, rather than adopt a ‘‘give-up-the-ghost’’ 
attitude and put on rubbish, as a false kind of economy. 
It cannot be denied that the latter poliev has been and 
still is being carricd out in one or two of the suburbs, and 
if it were not unfair to mention names, there are two 
houses in particular, under the one proprietorship, whose 
controllers ought to have drilled into them this lesson. 


inal from 
PUBLIC LIBRAR 


ORK P RY 


NEW YO RY 


August 12, 1922. 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 9 


THE DEATH OF “DR. DRY-AS-DUST.” 


The Development of Life told in Attractive Motion 
Pictures made by well-known 
Artist. 


HE task of telling scientific facts in such a way that 
they retain all the freshness and romance which 
text-books have crushed out of them is one that 

many folk might envy. It has been carried out with 
great skill and amazing patience by a man who a few 
yeurs ago was an artist on the staff of a Chicago news- 
paper, Mr. J. R. Bray. 


EDUCATION WITHOUT PAIN. 


Realising that motion pictures are but a series of still- 
lite photographs, he set to work to apply the idea to his 
own work with the result that in a thirteen-reel motion 
picture, entitled ** The Science of Life.’ he has produced 
a really fascinating combination of entertainment and 
instruction. *‘ The Science of Life ’? was produced fer 
purposes of instructicn under the direction of the Surgeon 
General of the United States Health Service by the Bray 
Production of New York. Selected reels ot this film 
and cf cthers owing their origin te Mr. Bray were screened 
last week in Goldwyn's private theatre, when representa- 
tives of the War Office, the Admiralty. the Ministries of 
Health and Edueation. the L.C.C.. and several Pressmen 
were present. It was felt at the private screening that 
there was adequate justification for the terse American 
description cf Mr. Bray as “* the man who killed Dry-as- 
dust." His skill ino stery telling. as in diagram. was 
evidenced in two other pictures of a similar nature. 
referred to later in this review. 


LIFE’S BEGINNINGS. 


The reels screened in Tondon depicted the mest 
advanced as well as the elementary facts of biolcgy in 
aomanner readily assimilable by the most ignorant (with 
the exceptions, of course. of the scientific names of the 
biclogical specimens) and vet with a fascination that was 
remarkable. “* The Science cf Life ’" course opens with 
the beginnings of life as faras they are known: the earth, 
betere life appeared; the earliest form of life, probably 
like the lowest forms of to-day; characteristics of living 
things—movement, irritability, assimilation, reprodue- 
tion; protoplasm. and cells. The horse is taken as an 
example of development. from the small five-toed swamp- 
dweller to the magnificent creature of to-dav, the dis- 
‘covered skeletons and fossils being shown in intelligent 
sequence to prove the point. 

The second reel deals with reproduction from the one- 
‘celled organism through the structure of a flower, the 
pollination by insects to the formation of seed, and a 
very attractive length shows the bees’ entry into the 
flower, the brushing cf the pollen from the anthers to the 
pistil and thence to the ‘style. her reels carry the 
‘subject of reproduction into the higher animals, showing 
the process of reproduction in fish, reptiles, birds, and 
animals, and emphasise the interdependence of living 
‘things. 
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LIFE AND ITS PRESERVATION. , 


The second set of five reels deals with communicable 
diseases, and is more emphatically a set dealing with 
public health. Reel eight tells the story of the mosquito as 
a carrier of malaria, and reveals in a most interesting 
manner the growth and life of the miularia parasite in the 
particular kind of mosquito which is its carrier. Reel 
nine deals with the common house-fly. and while it does 
not solve the oft-put question of where the flies go in the 
winter time, gives seme startling facts, concluding with 
a staggering cemputation which gives the total progeny 
of one pair of flies in a summer season in 28 figures, be- 
tokening millions that mene but a mathematician can 
contemplate without giddiness. 

The last four reels deal with perscnal hygiene, and 
handle the subject of sex education unflinchingly, though, 
of course, keeping the information imparted imbued with 
a hich moral tone. It was stated that the American 
Government had purehased the American rights of the 
film and intend te exhibit it in colleges and in connection 
with the Publie Health departments, the U.S. Navy and 
Army. 

Preceding the Science of Life series, a most instruc- 
tive film on the huinan veice was shown, in which the 
movements of the glottis were explained and the altera- 
tion ot the shape of the resonating chamber of the mouth 
and nese with each sound uttered. This closed with a 
set of pictures showing a woman speaking quickly, and 
the rapid mevements of tongue and mouth were really 
eomic. 


THE REASON-WHY OF THE AUTOMOBILE. 


By far the greatest fascination of all was the Goldwyn 
Bray production, ‘‘ The Elements of the Automobile.’ 
Here the minutest details of automobile construction and 
working were shown with a wealth of interesting diagrams, 
the explanation of the reason for the differential on the 
back axle and the processes leading to the petrol vapour 
explcsion being most attractively presented. This film 
is also used by the United States Government for in- 
struction purposes, and is being exhibited in Germany 
next week. All these films give evidence of great patience 
and care in preparation, and ingenious parallels are 
introduced in order that processes difficult to understand 
may be readily grasped. Naturally, these films are 
matters more for Government Departments than for the 
average exhibitor; nevertheless. facts are put forward in 
such an attractive manner that numy of the subjects 
may be regarded us entertainment as well as possessing 
great instructional value, and, indeed, some of them 
impressed and entertained the writer far more than 
many film plays. Individual exhibitors should see and 
judge for themselves as to the suitability for their own 
particular audience of these most attractive films. 
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IN NEW YORK. 


Amusing Experience of British Film Agent i in his 
Search for Big Pictures. 


(By MORDAUNT HALL, Late Managing Director, The Fox Film Company,) 


country for the purpose of buying films for England, 
and, although it is hardly a tair so far as 
other businesses are concemed, vet it does give cne an insight 
into the dealings of the Americans in this line of business. This 
Englishman, a Mr. D., wanted to buy two productions, Tt 
which he was willing to pay a fair price. He was instructed by 
his emplovers, as a matter of jact, as to the figure he could 
offer for the films. and on disembarking he imanediately went 
to the selling agent for the productions. 


Re. I talked with an Englishman who is in this 


comparison 


Mr. D.’s Experience. 


That was on a Thursday afterno:n, He was informed by an 
assistant in the place that the man who was able to deal with 
the transaction was out West. but would return to New York 
at the beginning of the following week. Mr D. went to see 
other kinema pictures in the meantime, and on the toll wing 
Monday called on the man who hed charge of the selling cf 
the particular two picture rights for the United Kingdom, This 
manager Tumimed and hatd. and eventuelly announced that tic 
would be able t aodefinite reply the ft 
When Mr. De went at noon the next dav the Armerican sail he 
had still to get into touch with four dierent: partios about the 
transaction, amd that he would have to cbtsin the consent of all 
before settled, 


Paive Hh wink aay eta oon, 


the deal eauld he 


The Next Day. 

Mr. D. was naked there’ 
He was there Miominutes before 
awaiting the 


we tecretura the collawive est ovin 
the appoisted bert. snl, while 
Jenmeed. otter betlisa hour. thet he diel 
lett to attend a conference. Coanfercticss ure en tot excise ie 
the United States. 


Ammeriont, 


Tn this way two weoks clupsed cart Me. De owe no 
nearer completing his deal 


Eventually, 


nearly 


thay en the dew ef dds 


nerivel. 
he was tell that there was oaly thre 
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man to obtain, which was merely a perfunctory matter, and 
that he could cable England that he had obtained the films. 

Mr. D. wired the next dav he was 
informed that the company hayl decided not to part with one 
of the films, while for the other they wanted a far bigger price 
—actually, a prohibitive. price! 

Mr. D. knew, of course, that if he asked for a price on other 
productions, the figure quoted was usually at least one-third 
more than the producers’ ugent expected. Where £6,000 was. 
asked the American possibly expected £3,500, forth, 
Since Mr. Ds knew this. it waste of time for the. 
Americans to ask a price which they well kiew he would not 
even cable to England. 


his employers, but 


and so 
Was 4 


Living Up To It. 

Most ot the pereentiuge to 
Jive up to ay preductions, Th tivures betoare them 
vider the glass top of their desks. and they inform their branch 


selling Managers have vw certain 


ey keep these 


nimcers that they qnust scl} the film cer such and such oan 
anraint in theirs ter-itory. 
Toe miicneer ie New York knows thet he is civine them the 
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plished half the re cand did well, Yet these 
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THE PUBLIC WANTS GOOD STORIES. 


Producers Must Search as never before for the 
Right Material, or they will fail to hold 
the goodwill of the Picture-goer. 


(By THOS. H. INCE, the 


HE most important of all factors having to do with 

: the continued popularity of the screen is new story 
material for pictures, stories of sufficient interest 

and basic theme to hold the attention of American and 
European audiences. There has been much talk during 
the last year of motion pictures having lost the good will 
of the American public, and also that American pictures 
have been losing their great international following. 
Sixteen thousand theatres in America and Canada, 
dedicated to the motion picture, have never been more 
ready for good pictures than they are for this coming 
season, While the international picture market reflects a 
splendid reaction towards finished American productions. 


It is the Story that Counts. 


IT have hurried back to my studios to start a new pro- 
duction schedule that will include some big stories of 
the type that I am certain the public wants. I intend 
to devote more attention than ever before to the story 
foundation, for it has been my cbservation that the 
picture-going millions have never been indifferent toward 


Great American Producer). 


a good screen story. Perhaps the ethcient distribution. 
of pictures has not kept pace with picture making. If so, 
however, this should not be surprising as what other 
great world industry ever solved all its problems in a few 
brief years? I think the next few months will see many 
big distribution problems solved. 


A Busy Season Ahead. 

This will be the busiest producing season at my studios, 
in fact it will be the busiest of my thirteen years here as 
a producer. We have found some wonderful story 
matcrial, and this important fact alone makes possible 
the new producing schedule which will begin immediately 
with production on an American post-war story by C. 
Gardner Sullivan, The first feature will be directed by John 
Griffith Wray, and will have a cast made up of many well- 
known classic screen players. Iam hoping that all the 
American producers will search as never before for good 
story material, for [am convineed that if the best thought. 
is given this most important phase of picture making, we 
need have no fear as to holding the good will of the pic- 
ture-going public. 


A NEW HEPWORTH PICTURE-PLAY. 


The trade will be specially interested in the announcement that Hepworth Picture Plays are trade showing their latest production, 
“Tit for Tat,” at the New Gallery Kinema, on Wednesday next, Aayest 16, at 11 a.m. 


Henry Edwards, besides directing the- 


film, plays one of the leading parts, and is supported by Chrissie White ard a star cast. 
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ANCIENT STORIES IN NEW GUISE. 


Film Version of Bible Incidents, treated in fresh 
and scholarly way, to be shown to . 
the Trade shortly. 


y HAT promises to 
W be the most am- 
bitious attempt 

yet made to picturise the 
outstanding tories of 
what was for so many 
years the only literature 
of the British people, is 
that which has been 
undertaken by an Ameri- 
can organisation, Sacred 
Films, Incorporated, to 
present upon the screen 
a number of compara- 
tively short but self- 
contained and appealing 
of Biblical his- 
tory. © According to pre- 
sent intention there will 
be about sixty of these 
films in all, twelve of 
which are already over 
here and cover — the 
period from the Creation 
tothe Boyhood of Joseph. 


Camcos 


LESSONS IN 
LITHOGRAPH. 


Although the Biblical 
narrative has been closely 


ApAM AND Eve. 


followed, the producers of this series, who, by the way, are 
not actuated by a desire for profit on their venture, have made 
use of the best recent scholarship and discoveries in order to 
heighten the appeal and render more accurate its presentation. 
For instance, in the story of Abraham, it has been found 
possible to reproduce as a scene a class of Babylonian youths 
learning the story of the Creation from the cuniform inscrip- 
tions in baked clay, the discovery of which, with others, by a 
British expedition, and its subsequent interpretation, opened 
a window into Babylonian civilisation of ancient times. The 
hinran side has its part not only in authentic Biblical characters, 
but by the introduction of such a person a+ the scoffer into the 
Noah. Again, the beautiful and celebrated panels of 
the late Sir Edward Burne-Jones have been mile the basis for 
the poctic representation of the Creative Age, the angel with 
the turning globe showing the sequenee of life according to the 


story of 


Genesis nurrative. 


ANONYMOUS ACTORS. 


Two features call for mention in the production of this 
picture in addition to the above-noted fact that the organisation 
responsible for the production of the film is not built upon a 
profit-making basis. The first of these is that there are no 


“stars ’? in the sense in which that phrase is accepted, as all 
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the actors are anonymous; the second is that the whole of the 
titling is in the phraseology of the original text of the Authorised 
Version of the Bible. In America supplementary pamphlets at 
a low price were published, with illustrations in photogravure 
to augment the appeal and act as a souvenir. 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL ACCURACY. 


It was realised at the outset that one thing which would 
spoil the pictures would be the accidental inclusion of 
anachronisis within them, so a man was invited to oceupy the 
post of Research Director, whose experience and fame as an 
archeologist were well-known. Dr. Edgar Banks, who accepted 
the task, is a man who in his college days was an ardent 
archeologist, and later spent many years in Mesopotamia as 
U.S. Consul in Bagdad, and later as Secretary of the American 
Legation in Constantinople. He excavated the buried Baby- 
lonian city of Bismya in 1903-5 and unearthed the oldest statue 
in the world, of a probable date of 4500 B.c. Thus he possesses 
qualifications which make for accuracy of detail in all that per- 
tains to the ancicnt days and legends from Babylonian and. 
Hebrew sources. The University of Southern California, which: 
has a well-equipped Research Department, has also given great 
assistance, especially in lending examples of the inscriptions. 
of Hammurabi. 


ENTERTAINMENT AND EDUCATION. 


From an educational point of view the films have great val te,. 
a board of educationists and Biblical scholars having supervised 
the series. At the head of this body and acting as chief filming 
director is a well-known American clergyman, the Rev. Harwood 
Huntington, LL.B., Ph.D., and although the temptation: arose 
to increase pictorial value by the introduction of greater detail,. 
this has been resisted when the detail was not in ‘strict accord- 
Thus, the 
spectator, whatever his personal views of the Biblical incidents. 
are, will find the differences of opinion carefully equated. 


ance with accepted story of the recent scholarship. 


TO BE TRADE SHOWN SHORTLY. 


When one considers the wealth of good dramatic story with 
which the Bible abounds, from the stern epee grandeur of the 
Creation story and the dramatic story of the Deluge to: the 
tender narratives of the meeting of Isaac and Rebecca, and of 
Jacob and Rachel, or still further to the story of Jacob: bereaved 
of his sons, one looks forward with interest in the hope that 
these new pictures which Pearl Films are handling in’ this 
country will be of that high standard of excellence that the 
strong, attractive stories demand. 


A trade show in one of the London picture houses will be 
held shortly, when exhibitors will be able to judge of the 
films’ treatment both from the point of view of artistry and the 
authenticity of the old Hebrew Bible stories. 


Original from 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


14 THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


SCENES 


IDEAL ACQUIRE 


FROM 


Tur 


“THE 


August 12, 1922. 


Sea Doc.’ 


SEA DOG,” A 


HOBART BOSWORTH 
PRODUCTION. 


DEAL FILMS, LTD., screesed yesterday 


attraction in the shape of ** The Sea Dog,” 


(Friday) a big 
a picture which 

has already brought big houses all over the United States. 
*\The Sea Dog.’ as its name implies, is a tale of the sea, with 
that prince of sea actors, Hobart Bosworth, in the title réle. It 
is a story of a captain who was embittered by the apparent 
desertion of his wife, and thereatter became one of the terrors 
of the ocean, He discovers a castaway girl who turns out to 
he his own daughter, and, through her, finds tliat his wife had 
not, as ho thought, betrawed him, but had been carried off by a 
former lover from whom she 


had escaped through a ship- 


wreek. The revelation softens the old sea dog’s heart, and he 


becomes his former kindly self again. 


The picture is, we are told, full of exciting incidents, which 


include, among other things, diunting the whale, crews in 


mutiny, fights in which no quarter is given, aud storms take 
at the very moment of the lightning flash. | The picture has 
uso a charming love story runing through it, and many tender 
pussayes. 

Throughout, it is realistic in the extreme. Hobart Bosworth 
and the went to the Arctic 
chartered jor the production a boat which had actually 
For 


actresses) on 


and 
been 
little 
the same 


members of the cast zone, 


used for whaling purpises. over four months the 
craft and. the board 
perils in the ice-bound waters that are shown in the picture, 
end during the production Hobart Besworth had to take to the 
water on thirty-one Several 


escaped death during the filming. 


netors and faced 


days. of the actors narrowly 
Hobart) Besworth is 


ported by a fine cast, among whom is Miss Bessie Love, who 


sup- 


will be remembered as one of the brilliant players in the film, 
* Intolerance.” 


BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF FILM 
DIRECTORS. 


MEETING of the British Association of Film Directors was 
A held at the Kinema Club last week. Mr Perey Nash 
was in the chair, and among those present were Mr. 
George Ridewell, Mr. W. Kellino, Mr. Sydney Morgan, Mr. 
Edwin Collins, Mr. Lish) Lucoque, Mr. Sinclair Hill, Mr. A. V. 
Bramble, and Mr. Jack Denton Letters apoloyising for absence 
were read from Mr. Thormas Bentley, Mr. F. Martin Thornton, 
Mr. Harold Shaw, Mr. Arthur Rooke. and Mr, Manning Haynes, 
Several items of business relating to the Association were dealt 
with, and several 
experience in the director's work, cach member adding to the 
general knowledge on many points which are of vital interest 


a general discussion arose on matters of 


to them in their profession, especially as regards terms. of 
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director’s work in 
guards newspaper, poster, and screen, 


contracts, and the acknowledvement of tac 
publicity as r 


The Association is gradually gaining stronseth in its poliey, 
which is wholly dire¢ted towards improving the character of 
British pictures, the conditions under which they are made, and 
the encouragement of financial support. The discussion elicited 
many ponts which operate adversely in certain quarters, and 
che member raised a point cf momentous importance that is 
likely to be heard of publicly in the near future, 

The Association now numbers among its members practically 
all the directors whose work has given them a standing in the 
profession. Ut is, however, desirous of including preprictorial 
material 
about of 


directors, believing that their membership will be of 
value in fostering British productions by the bringing 
harmonious co-operaticn towards that end. 

In the autumn will hold a dinner, to which 
managers of British concerns will be invited for the purpose of 
a heart-to-heart talk on the prospects and future of British 
preductions, both in this country and abroad, 


the Association 
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SAMUELSON SCORES ANOTHER TRIUMPH 


Brilliant Production of “The Faithful Heart” 
which will enhance the reputation 
of British Films. 


Fine representation of stage success, which is even better than the 
original. >plendidly acted, with fine photography, and 


exceptionally well produced, A certain winner. 


R. G. B. SAMUELSON has signalised his return to film 
M production in no uncertain manner. His first effort for 
the new Samoelson-Jury combine, ** Stable Com- 
panions,’” was an exceptionally fine effort, whilst ‘t Brown 
Sugar,’ which he showed to us a couple of weeks ago, still 
further enhanced his reputation, 


EARLIER EFFORTS ECLIPSED. 

It is safe to savy, however, that Mr. Samuelson has eclipsed 
even these two fine photoplays in the splendid production that 
he showed to the trade last week, entitled ‘* The Faithful 
Heart.” Exhibitors wil reznember that the play of this name 


t 
G(s 


ScENE From ** THe Farrarcr. Heart.’ 


’ 


velieved a big suecess in the West End of London, running 
continuously for several months, so that it is safe to assume 
that there is a big public anxious to see how this play will come 
cutooa the serven, ** The Faithful Heart,’ as adapted by Mr. 
Samuelson, makes a more fascinating entertainment as a film 
than it did as a play. Mr. Samuelson has put into the screen 
adaptation many things which it was impossible to show on 
the stage. For instance, half of the story turns on the time 
wher Waverley Ango covers himesclf with glory in) the South 
African War, and here Samuelson is in his clement. He vives 
us stirring battle seenes. showing the besieging of Mafekine and 
iis subsequent. relief, the thrihing adv ature of Ango when he 
is entrusted with the task of getting through to the relief 
column, the scenes in London whea the news came through, all 
depicted in the most thrilling ieanner and all exceptionally 


well done. 


SAILOR LOVER—SOLDIER FATHER. 
“The Faithful Heart " has the merit of a good stry. It 
deals with one—Waverley Ango—-a sailor, who is in love with 
Blacky. daughter of a hotel proprietress in Southampton. He 
Inaves her to yejoin his ship, swearing that when he returns they 
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will be married. Shortly after he leaves England war breaks 
out and he volunteers for active service in South Africa. 
Blacky’s letters to him never reached him, being captured by 
the Boers, and he is in ignorance of the fact that she is to 
have a child. The child is born and the motner dies. 

Highteen years elapse and Ango achieves further fame in the 
Buropean war. His daughter Blacky, of whose existence he is 
unaware, seeks him out in London. He, overwhelmed by the 
revelation of the love of Blacky’s mother, cannot put the child 
from him, and asks his fiancée, Diana Oughterson, if she will 
allow the girl to Jive with them. This she indignantly refuses, 
and Anvo decides to return to the sea, taking his daughter with 
him. 

This is a very brief outline of a story which contains many 
thrilling moments. The seene where Ango leaves Blaecky is 
adimiratly well done and very effective, whilst the film teems 
with mans dramatic moments not unmixed with pathos, which 
keep oce intensely interested throughout. 


CAPAELE CAST WITH TALENTED LEAD. 

The Faithtul Heart “has the merit of having an exceedingly 
capable cast to portray its characters. Lilian Hall-Davis makes 
a still turther success in this production, and the brilliant work 
that this talented artiste has given us im recent months places 
her in the forefront of British screen actresses. In this play 
she doubles the part of the mother and then the daughter, and 
her acting throughout the entire leneth of the film is absolutely 
flawless. But a few mouths ago this voung actress was practi- 
cally unknown, and to-day, by sheer merit, she hes won for 
herself a brilliant place in’ British films. 

Owen Nares as Waverley Ango, does the best work in this 
film that he has vet dove on the screen. His acting throughout 
iz consistently good, and he presents the young sailor, and in 
the latter part the D.S.O. eclonel, extraordinarily well. | The 
east also supporting the two stars are highly to be commended. 
Mr. Samuelson has been fortunate in getting most of the artistes 
who plaved the original parts in the stage play, and Miss Ruth 
Maitland, A. Be. Imeson, and the rest of the cast work 
brilliantly. 

‘The Faithful Heart "is a splendid British picture which 
will Lave a great appeal to the picture-going public and will be 
a certain winner wherever it is shown.- E.W.F. 


CARL LAEMMLE PRESENTS 


MARY PICKFORD 


As she appeared twelve years ago. 


Weroll Lenn aoe Shen bm 


A Real old-time Movie Show 
IT’S A UNIVERSAL 


Distributed by European Motion Picture Co: 169 Wardour st 
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“A FOOL THERE WAS.” | 


Reproduction of the Fox Vampire Picture Shown Several 
Years Ago, but Never Issued in England. 


Gl 


Adaptation of American Stage Play with a Strong Sexual Flavour, 
of limited Appeal and small 


Entertainment Value. 


T is a moot question why William Fox decided elaborately to 
I reproduce this picture, in the face of its previous hostile 
reception in. this country. Is he trying to create a new 
interest in vampire pictures, or is the prcduction made solely 
for American consumption? As a showman to the finger-tips, 
Mr. Fox rarely makes an error in gauging the pay-box merits 
of his pictures. His love of a good story, combined with first- 
«lass production methods, irrespective of cost, always ensures 
the fullest consideration to his offerings by the exhibitor or his 
agent. 


A VICIOUS THEME. 
But here is a story with a theme altogether unacceptable te 
the kinemas of Great Britain, with perhaps the exception of 
those few houses who go out for vampire stuff. It will be 


ScENE FROM ‘A Foon THERE Was.” 


remembered that when the Fox Film Corporation opened their 
ewn distributing agency in this country, several vears ago, the 
very first film offered was ‘A Fool There Was,” featuring Theda 
Bara as the vampire, and it was so unfavourably received by 
the Press and the trade that it was withdrawn and never 
distributed. From a production point of view it was a very 
fine effort, and Theda Bara made a hit in the vampire part. But 
the picture was not acceptable to exhibitors generally, and 
vampire stories have never been popular in Great Britain. 


THE NEW PRODUCTION. 

Now Mr. Fox, at very great expense, for the production shown 
to the trade last week was most elaborately staged, beautifully 
mounted, and well acted by a powerful cast, makes a second 
picture of the theme. But it is the same old story, with possibly 
a few of the more pointed scenes cut out or toned down, and 
is just as unacceptable in 1922 as it was some years ago. Its 
success in America, where, we understand, the first picture had 
a good run, is no warrant that it is suitable to Great Britain, 
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for the appeal of this class of film has always been very limited 
here. 
THE STORY. 

The story fellows the play very closely, and is a rather clever 
adaptation of it, The career of John Schuyler, financial magnate, 
hard in business, strong in morality, with a wealth of happy 
domestic life, goes abroad on business, and meets the woman— 
a vampire of the worst class. With all his strength of character, 
he is no mate for the wiles of the wanton, and is an easy prey. 
He falls to great depths of degradation in the adventure. Business 
neglected and-lost, friends alienated, a wreck of his former self, 
he ultimately returns to New York. His brother, his wife, even 
his child, appeal in vain to the finer instincts of the man: he 
is lost to everything. And finally, in a moment of remorse and 
despair, he attacks the woman, but falls and is killed. Truly 
a most morbid and unpalatable story, 


AN ARTISTIC PRODUCTION 

The production, as a whole, is highiy artistie, and Direetor 
Emmet J. Flynn has done remarkably well with the material 
at hand. The new story follows the first picture closely, except 
that a good deal of toning down in the vamp-:re scenes is notice- 
able. Miss Estclle Taylor is not altogether convincing as the 
vanpire, In any case, she is not nearly up to Theda Bara’s 
standards. She certainly works hard, und is pretty, but. is 
too dressy, and the gowns are not striking in their effects. Lewis 
Stone vives un admirable representation of the ‘ Fool.’ He is 
wonderfully consistent in a dificult part. The best and most 
convincing character is that of the wife, very ably played by 
Trene Rich. She is responsible for some really fine dramatic 
moments, and for not a little ‘‘ sob stuff."’ The acting, as a 
whole, is distinctly good, if not quite outstanding. The 
photography throughout is superb. / 


STOLL PICTURE THEATRE, 
KINGSWAY. 


Dr. George Tootell as Director of the Orchestra. 
ip Dae who maintain that the public don’t care about music 


in a picture theatre so long as there is a noise are rapidly 
finding out their mistake. 

The institution of the Grand Orchestrelle Organ at the Stoll 
Picture ‘Theatre, Kingsway, was an innovation in kinema music, 
Tt has proved its value through the musical ability of Dr. George 
Tootell, F.R.C.O., the talented composer and organist, whom 
Sir Oswald Stoll secured. Dr, Tootell determined to make the 
music in itself an attraction to the theatre, therefore, contrary 
to all accepted tradition, he offered the public not just showy, 
transitory, popular music, but the best creations from the whole 
world of musical composers. 

This has proved so successful that Dr. George Tootell has 
been asked to take over the directorship of the entire orchestra, 
to offer the public the fare they want--music of a high level, 
carefully chosen and selected to fit the films. 
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BOOKING SUPER FILMS AT THEATRES 
AND MUSIC HALLS. 


Midland Showmen Mark their Disapproval at 
being Ignored. 


GRIEVANCE of considerable imvortance to Birmingham 
exhibitors was sutisfactorily cleared up by the local 
branch of the C.E.A. last week. This concerned the pre- 

ference given to music halls with super-filme, a case in point 
being that of ‘*‘ Way Down East,’’ which was shown for a fort- 
night at. the Grand, one of Moss's halls, a few weeks ago. 
matter was taken up with a Artists, and a deputation 
consisting of Lewin: Samuel, G, F. McDonald, Smatiwood, and 
H. Dievey wag appointed to. go ae the matter. 


A TEMPORARY BOYCOTT. 


Prior to this meeting, at a private sitting of the branch, it 
was decided that all members should be asked to say whether 
they were prepared not to book any films handled by Allied 
Artists until the result of this deputation was known, and the 
company’s future pclicy was ‘defmed. Subsequently nearly 40 
members intimated their willingness not to book from Allied 
Artists till the deputation had randé ite point, 


GES os 


MR. TROWBRIDGE’S POLICY. 


According to the. reports which came from Messrs. Samucl, 
‘Smallwood and Devey, at Friday’s meeting, Mr. Trowbridge, 
the new general manager of Allicd Artists, promised that in 
future he would consider the claims of the legitimate kinemas, 
if possible, in preference to music ~halls, in the renting of 
super-films, At the same time he indicated the possibilities of 
profit-sharing terms, but the deputation emphatically objected 
to such a course being introduced. — 


A SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION. 


As the meeting considered the result of the deputation was 
satisfactory, it was decided to notify those members who had 
‘signed the undertaking temporarily with-holding bookings and 
‘to absolve them from their promise. It was also decided that 
‘action of a similar nature should be taken against any other 


DEATH OF RALPH PRINGLE. 
; One of the Pioneers ot the | the Kinematograph Industry: 


T is with deep regret that wé announce the death of Ralph 
Pringle, which occurred’ last week at Aberavon, Port 
“Talbot. ‘Though his friends knew. his.end was near they 

aid not expect it quite so soon, for it was only about three weeks 
ago that the Bristol Committee was formed for the purpose of 
affording him some ‘relief, and arrangements were being made 
to secure a house in Bristol so that he could be brought, with 
‘his family, to end his days, as was his desire, in the city he 
loved. , one : 
This, however, was not to be, but there ‘is this consolation, 
that gt the first meeting of the Committee, when it was decided 
to issue an appeal, immediate help was sent, so that he wanted 
‘for nothing that money -could provide at the etid, and he. had 
the satisfaction of knowing that he was not forgotten, that his 


Google 


The 


‘the renters.’ 


renting house which was -issuing super-films under: similar 
conditions. In connection with thi¢é matter a letter was read 


‘from Gavazzi King intimating that-at the last’ council’ meeting 


the booking of super-films to theatres wag: discussed and that 
it was agreed to approve of the action -then proposed by the 
Birmingham ‘branch, naniely, to refrain. from: booking with 
renters who ignored the exhibitor, and to recommend a. similar 


course to cach of the other, branches for their consideration. 


GENERAL COUNCIL'S S.A. POLICY APPROVED. 
Though specially called for the purpose ‘of hearing the report 


- on the other matter, the branch took the opportunity of passing 


a resolution approving of the action of the General.Council, who 
had recommended the undesirability of assisting the Salvation 
Army until an amende honorable had been made by General 
Booth relating to certain AiMpataeine:t femarke made by him with 
regard to incre: : : 


RELIEF APPLICATIONS. 


Another matter emanating from the (ieneral Council which 
caine before the meeting concerned securing of relief from for- 
ward contracts. The Counell's resolution was : ** That branches 
be instructed to set up committees to advise and assist members 
who wish to make application.to renters for relief and. to refer 
such case to the Joint Standing Committee | for’ discussion with 

The chairman’s view was that this was not a ninttar for 
the man who was merely losing money on his kinema, but 
that it applied only-to those who were on the verge of bank- 
ruptey. It- was decided to leave the matter to be- dealt with 


~ by the ‘local sub-committee, which has been formed to discuss 
_ other matters with representatives of the renters. 


ce next meeting of the -branch, it was stated, would - not 
» held till the end- of September unless matters of urgency 


- arise, in which event the chairman: will summon a meeting. 


friends were rallying to his aid, and that the loved ones he was 
leaving behind him would be looked after and cared for. It. is 
to the fulfilment of this task that, the members of the Committee 
are now devoting their energies; they hope to raise ‘an amount 
sufficient to make provision for his ‘family. They regard this 
as a duty, and feel sure that the members of the trade will 
support them in this effort. 


With the passing of Ralph Pringle the industry loses one of 
its oldest members, one of the old showmen who made the 
trade. At one time his name was a power in the kinema world ; 
he toured as Ralph Pringle’s North American Animated Pictures 
in the carly days, and was one of the first to open regular 
picture houses, the Pringle circuit of halls being one of the 
first to be founded in this country. 


His many friends who knew him in those old days will, we 
are sure, hear of his death with deep regret, but for him it is 
a ‘reledise’ ‘from, pain,. for he suffered” terribly during’ his long 
illness. =e 7 cans 
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XHIBITORS who book Associated First National's 
EK recently screened picture, * Man- Wornimn—Marriage,” 
cannot complain that they are not receiving assistance 

from the renters in the matter of keeping the picture in the 
public mind. — Reference the 
exhaustive publicity sheet issued, and we learn that it is the 
intention of Associated First National to advertise the film to 
the extent of a full page in the ‘ Daily Mirror,” the ** Daily 
Sketch,’ and the ‘* Daily Express’? on September 29. Had it 
not been that the “* Daily Mail"? front page is booked up for 
that date the advertisement would have appeared in that Journal 
also. Other aids for the exhibitor are a giant lobby tableaux 
similar to those used in America, which may be hired for £3 per 
week, and a set of twelve photogravure cards with suitable 
These are in addition to the usual offerings, such as 


wes made in our jast issue to 


caption, 
stills, blocks, ete. 


Another Pearl Success. 

Pearl Films are gratified by the success attained by ‘* Ten 
Nights in a Bar Room.’’ Judging by the bookings to date it 
seems that this film bids fair to rival ** Why Girls Leave Home.”’ 
Remembering the extraordinary success which this latter picture 
achieved throughout the country, it goes to prove that the 
public appreciate stories with a human interest. 


Tom Terriss’s Cosmopolitan Production. 


A Cosmopolitan Paramount production, directed by Tom 
Terriss, ‘‘ Find the Woman,”’ which is to be trade shown by 
Famous-Lasky on Tuesday, August 15, at the New Gallery 
Kinema, is a mystery photoplay which remains a mystery almost 
to the end. The story is built about the murder of a well-known 
theatrical agent, and has for its central figure a lovely concert 
singer, portrayed by Alma Rubens, who will be remembered for 
her work in ‘*‘ Humoresque *’ and ‘‘ The World and His Wife.”’ 
Eileen Huban, Harrison Ford, Norman Kerry, George Mac- 
Sedley, Ethel Arthur Donaldson and 


Quarrie, Henrys Duray, 


Sydney Deane appear in support of Miss Rubens. 


ScENE From ‘' FIND THE WomaAN.”’ 
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Love and Ambition. 

“ Her Night of Nights,’’ the Universal attraction starring 
Marie Prevost, will be trade shown by European Motion Picture 
Company in their private theatre in London on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, August 15 and 16, at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Marie 
Prevost, who was famous as a bathing beauty, takes the part 
of Molly Malone, a mannikin in a clothing store, who dreams 
of marrying money. Instead, she falls in love with a back- 
woodsman, and the struggle between love and ambition leads to 
an exciting night adventure. 


‘* A Bill of Divorcement.’’ 


The trade show of ‘tA Bill of Divorcement,’’ Ideal’s much- 
discussed production, is fixed to take place next Tuesday, August 
15, at the Marble Arch Pavilion, at 11-30. The interest attach- 
ing to this picture has caused numerous inquiries from the trade 
all over the country, but Ideal have held resolutely to their new 
policy, and refused to discuss the renting of the film until after 
the show. An enormous number of applications have reached 
the firm for tickets of admission to the show, but every effort 
will be made to ensure that the trade is given proper accommo- 
dation. A very representative and distinguished gathering is 
expected. 


A Varied Bunch. 


Quite a varied program is presented in the course of the six to 
seven hundred feet of Kineto Review, No. 32. It opens with 
scenes in the Balkans, the breeding place of wars, little and big. 
The country looks peaceful enough except for turbulent streams 
that rush down from the Carpathians. Next is shown a caddis 
worm that settles the housing problem by gathcring bits of rush 
and building them into a home which it carries about with it~ 
Then some experiments in chemistry and the behaviour of ants 
towards their ‘‘ cows,’’ the aphides, the issue closing with a 
fiddlers’ competition in Southern America, with some nimble 
youths of eighty winters dancing the light fantastic toe in 
vigorous etyle. 


‘The Glorious Adventure.’’ 

“The Glorious Adventure,’ the Stuart Blackton film pre- 
senting Lady Diana Manners and an all-star British cast, the 
first photoplay to be made in Prizma natural colours, which 
had a preliminary showing at the Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden, last January, is to be released by the Stell Film Co., 
Ltd., throughout the United Kingdom on September 4. Sixty 
leading kinemas will feature this production immediately after 
release. The bookings for an extended period are extraordinarily 
Seven pre-release showings with special presentations ° 
during August have been arranged for: The Majestic, Leeds; 


large. 


The Palace, Blackpeol; Hippodrome, Eastbourne; Futurist, 
Kthyl; The Regent, Weston-super-Mare: The Hippodrome, 
Croydon; The Futurist, Manchester. The release of ‘t The 


Glorious Adventure ? in America, France, Belgium, Italy, and 
other Continental countries will take place about the same time 
as in Mngland. 
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Activities at a Glance. 


New Stoll Productions Starte d. 


Maurice Elvey, having completed ‘* Dick ‘Turpin,’’ commenced 
work last week on his next production for the Stoll Film Co., an 
adaptation of Ethel M. Dell’s popular novel, ‘* A Debt of 
Honour.”’ The leading parts will be played by Isobel Elsom, 
Hilda Sims, Frances Peyton, Lionclle Howard, Clive Brook, 
Sydney Seaward, Frank Goldsmith, and Lewis Gilbert. Mean- 
while, A. FE. Coleby and his company of fourteen Stoll artistes, 
including Stewart Rome and Henry Victor, have arrived in Ice- 
Jand, and commenced work there on the screen version of Sir 
Hall Caine’s novel, ‘* The Prodigal Son.’’ 


’ 


Barrymore’s ‘‘ Sherlock Holmes.”’ 


Considerable interest was aroused when John Barrymore, the 
most prominent actor of America, came over to England a few 
months ago with Director Albert Parker to film the English 
scenes of ‘* Sherlock Holmes,’’ and there has been keen com- 
petition to secure the picture, both in the United States and in 
Great Britain. Goldwyn, Ltd., announce that they have 
obtained the distribution rights for this country. Mr. Barry- 
more and Mr. Parker had their own ideas as to the interpreta- 
tion of ‘* Sherlock Holmes,'’ and a fine picture is said to have 
been made, based largely upon their conception of the earlier 
life and circumstances of the famous character which led to his 
adopting definitely the profession of crime detection. Sir Conan 
Doyle was very much interested in the suggested interpretation, 
and during his stay in America he has been in consultation with 
Mr. F. J. Godsol, president of the Goldwyn Pictures Corpora- 
tion, and with Mr. Barrymore: 


Tom Terriss to produce for Ideal. 


Tom Terriss is certainly not a waster of that precious com- 
inodity called time. After only a few weeks in this country, 
he is already in harness and engaged on the seript of ‘* The 
Harbour Lights,’ the great melodrama which sent countless 
theatrical audiences into raptures over its many thrills in the 
past. In view of the fact that Terriss has been absent from his 
homeland for nearly nine years it is surprising that he has got 
going with such speed, for there must be many old friends of 
the late William Terriss who would have wished to have 

lingered longer“? with his distinguished son. ‘‘ Just now in 
America there is a huge demand for melodrama,”’ says Terriss, 
‘just as in the past there has been a demand for * Mother ’ 
films, historical pictures and so on. In view of this I am certain 
that ‘ The Harbour Lights ’ is likely to prove a big success over 
there. It has all the elements of popular melodrama, and T 
hope will prove a greater drawing card than ‘ Find the Woman’ 
or ‘ Dead Men Tell No Tales,’ which scored heavily during their 
Broadway runs.”’ Terriss has certainly had a mint cf 
experience, for he has placed something like fifty successful 
stories on the screen. We understand that his initial production 
in this country is to be made under the Ideal banner, though 
Mr. Terriss will be interested in the U.S. release. The interiors 
will be shot at Elstree, whilst as soon as his script and casting 
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is complete he will go to the old-world town of Fowey to 
register his exteriors. 


, 


Fox Trade Shows. 


“Sky High,” a story of the Grand Canon, with Tom Mix as 
the star, aml ‘ Big Town Ideas,’ a romance of an ambitious 
girl, featuring Eileen Percy, aro the next two Fox star pictures 
to be shown in the company’s own theatre on Monday and 
Tuesday next, August 14 and 15, at 11 and 3 on both days. 
No spot oa the earth’s surface has aroused more wonder than 
the Grand Canon of the Colorado River, a tremendous chasm 283 
miles long and from 2,000 to 6,000 icet deep, with its peculiarly 
beautiful rock formations. Such is the background for the Mix 
picture, and the star’s sensational stunts include a leap from an 
acropline into the Colorado River, and a hazardous slide on a 
rope down the side of a great precipice. ‘* Big Town Ideas " 
is a romance of a waitress whose ambition it is to reside in a 
large city, and shows how her dream is realised. 


“* Was She Guilty? ”’ 


At the New Gallery Kinema, Regent Street, W., on Thure- 
day, August 17, at 11-15 a.m., Grangers will present the new 
Hollandia production, ** Was She Guilty?"’ in which Gertrude 
MeCoy appears as Ruth Herwood. Ruth adopts a poor little 
chiki, Mary, and brings her up as her own daughter. When 
Mary is 17, her dissolute father, Gometti, demands her back 
to help in his publie house. Mrs. Herwood ig desperate and, 
to gain time, she offers the mana drink. Glass in hand she goes 
to a little cupboard in which is a bottle labelled ‘* poison.’’ 
She hesitates. 2... Later Gometti is found—dead. This situa- 
tion is that which vives the picture its title. 


’ 


Scene From “ Bie Town Toeas.’ 
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as the premier house for 
first-class serials has been 
greatly enhanced by the ex- 
ceplionally fascinating serial 


HURRICANE HUTCH 


Fifteen amazing episodes, 
full of ‘Daredevil Hutch” 
stunts. Don't fail to capture it. 


The Daily Newspaper 
| Serial an essential. 


eMr. R. D. Blumenfeld, the Chairman and 
Editor of the “Daily Express,” says :— 


“The serial story in a daily 
newspaper has become as much 
a fixed institution as any other 
essential feature of journalism, 
such as political, news, markets 
or sporting events. The proof 
lies in the fact that no properly 
conducted popular newspaper 
would present itself to its readers 
without its serial instalment. 

“The desire to do without it 
frequently occurs, for the space 
is valuable and could always be 
utilised for matters of urgency 
which cannot be held over. 
Twice in the past years I have 
tested the public on this point by 
leaving out the serial, and in 
both instances the response, in 
the form of insistent demands 
for restoration, was unmistakable 
and unanimous.” 


PATHE FRERES CINEMA LTD., 84 Wardour St., W.1, & Branches 


Film Serials are 
equally essential. 
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ROUND THE MANCHESTER TRADE. 


THE WEEK’S ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTHERN CENTRE. 


F.B.O.’s Activities — Goldwyn’s to the Fore — Fire at the Gaiety — Clarion Arrangements — 
Fox Very Busy — Provincial’s ‘‘ Blindfolded ’? —- European’s. ‘‘ Storm.” 


HAT. may have been the Southern exhibitor’s bane last 
W week-end was the Northern exhibiter’s blessing. It is 
rather strange to note that a line drawn through the 
Midlands would, on Monday last, the August Bank Holiday, 
have demarcated the difference between wet and fine weather. 
No one really wishes for a wet Bank Holiday, but exhibitors in 
the North may be pardoned for feeling thankful that rain fell 
very heavily during Monday. Full houses were common through- 
out the Northern area. It is to be hoped that Southern friends 
will not be feeling too envious. Anyway * every dog has his 
day.”’ (The Southern showman had almost as much = rain 
during the holidays es he could do with, despite the fact that it 
sent business up with a bump.— lp.) 


F.B.0O.’s Activities. 


This company is holding a number of local shows during the 
next few weeks. On August 16 °* The Scrapper,’’ featuring 
Henry Rawlinson, will be screened at the Kinema Exchange, 
at 12 o'clock, while ‘* White Youth,’ featuring Edith Roberts, 
and ‘* Desperate Trail,’’ featuring Harry Carey, will be shown at 
the same venue at 12 o'clock and 2 o’clock respectively on 
August 23. ‘‘ Wild Honey,”’ which features Priscilla Dean, 
will be trade screened at the Futurist on August 18 at 11-15 
a.m. This is based on the famous novel by Cynthia Stockley. 
On August 25 ‘‘ Man to Man,’ featuring Harry Carey, will 
also be shown at the Futurist. The two latter films are super- 
productions and should.be viewed by all discerning exhibitors. 


Goldwyn’s to the Fore. 

Zane Grey’s novels are among the most popular of the 
present day. Most of the films based on the stories by this 
author have proved very successful, and it is certain that ‘‘Golden 
Dreams,’’ which is to be submitted to the Manchester trade on 
August .24 at Goldwyn’s own theatre at 11 a.m., will prove 
equal to if not better than any that have gone before. The 
following day ‘' Wallflowers ’’ will be presented by this company 
at the same venue. Local exhibitors will be well advised to 
keep in close touch with Goldwyn’s, as very shortly ‘* Ben Hur,” 
the great romantic and spectacular story which everyone has 
read, and ** The Christian,’’ which is equally popular, will he 
submitted. 


Wells is Well. 


Mr. Stratton Wells has been for a long time associated with 
the trade in Manchester, but he seems to have reached high- 
water mark with the song films he has recently put out. Next 
week his ‘* Oriental "’ series, which gives an opportunity to 
introduce the famous ‘* Indian Love Lyrics ’’ will be screened 
for public viewing at the popular Futurist Picfure House, Man- 
chester. 


Fire at the Gaiety. 

About 8-30 p.m. on Bank Holiday, when the Gaiety, Man- 
chester, was crowded, a fire broke out in what was the old 
wardroom above the baleony in the days when this house was 
a straight theatre. At the time the fire started Peter Street 
was full of people sceking admission at the expiry of the pro- 
gram. Flames were noticed by a policeman on duty in’ the 
street, and he quickly, but quietly. informed the management. 
It was discovered that there was no immediate danger to 
patrons viewing the program, but the director of entertainments, 


Google 


Mr. L. Blatter, and a police official made an amiouncement 
that owing to a slight anishap it was advisable for the public 
to retire, The theatre was emptied in’ two minutes. After 
half an hour all danger was over and the public were readmitted. 


Fox Very Busy. 

Following on ** Nero,’’ * Monte Cristo,” and‘ Carmen 7’ 
comes ** A Fool There Was,”’ which is reviewed elsewhere this 
week. This film was produced by Emmett J. Flynn, who has 
been responsible for several of Fox's biggest features, Among 
the many elaborate settings is an exnet reproduction of the 
Grand Canal, Venice. William) Farnum’s next bears the title 
of * Moonshine Valley."") Beth Shirley Mason and Tom Mix are 
busy on characteristic films. 


Frovincial’s ‘‘ Blindfolded.’’ 

This special super-production will be shown in) Manchester 
and Liverpool during the next week or so, and from what I 
hear no exhibitor can afford to miss viewing it. When a film 
is held up by the censor for a period it may be depended upon 
that its theme is of exceptionally strong human interest. This 
picture has now been approved and should prove a very special 
Lox-office attraction. 


Postponed Cricket. 


The cricket match arranged between the Manchester and 
Liverpool teains for Wednesday last had to be postponed. This 
contest, which should have been one of the matches in con- 
neetion wifh the Vivid Challenge Cup, will be fought out in 
September. 


Clarion Arrangements. 


Shortly, a series of special productions will be submitted by 
the old-established Clarion Co. These are in conjunction with 
the national group composed of provincial renters, of which 
the Clarion people are the local members. <A regular output is. 
heing arranged which should enable the group to put out sub- 
jects of equal quality to any other national house. 


Phillips Once More. 


It is some little time since this well-known house trade showed 
any features. 
a series of pictures which Mr. Megson claims will more than 
maintain the high standard his firm have always stood for. 
They have purposely refrained from showing until they could 
offer films which they were certain would pleaso their big circle 
of habitual customers. The first is called ‘‘ Woman, Wake Up.”’ 


European’s ‘‘ Storm.”’ 

At the Piccadilly on Wednesday last the European Co. pre- 
sented ‘ The Storm.’’ Mr. Preston had got together a very 
large and representative gathering of the trade, together with 
many notable Manchester people, which included A. Hailwood, 
M.P., and prominent clergy. The film erecated a tremendous 
impression, and both Mr. Preston and his assistant, Mr. 
Charles, were in big demand after the show. Several high- 
priced bookings were fixed on the spot. Exhibitors wanting first 
runs need to hurry. The old Mary Piekford two-rceler was put 
over in comic fashion, and caused much merriment, and Mr.. 
Preston was congratulated by many. 


But in a week or so they will present the first of | 


, 
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The Greatest Acting ever 


This German Production has 
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FOR SALE—Apply : 
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THE TRADE IN LIVERPOOL. 


(By our own Correspondent.) 


Fox’s Keeping Busy—New Outside Representative—A Fortunate Recovery—The March of 
Music—How Local Films Appeal—Ideal’s Attractions, 


HAD an. interesting chat the other day with Gordon 
Dartnall, Fox's enterprising Liverpool manager, who 
informed me that for Wednesday this week he had 


arranged a trade show at the Scala of *t Carmen,” a five-reel 


film, in the production of which the services of an all-star cast 
has been requisitioned; and also of ** The Reporter,’ a two- 
reeler; and the first picture comedy, in which the famous 


comedian, Lupino Lane, figures. For next Tuesday, at the 
same venue, he has a trade presentation of one of Fox's giant 
entitled ** A Fool There Was,’ which 
adapted from Porter Emerson Browne's great stage success of 
name, inspired by Rudyard Kipling’s well-known 
poem, ‘* The Vampire.’’ A formidable list of screen favourites 
have been engaged in the production. 


specials, has) been 


the same 


The ‘‘ Fox Kiddies ’’ in New Comedies. 

In the course of further conversation with Gordon I ascer- 
tained that Fox’s will shortly be offering to the trade what are 
known as the ‘t Jane and Kathleen Lee comedics.”"’ The two 
ladies named will be affectionately the former 
‘Fox Siddies,”’ having acted with outstanding success on 
behalf of various Fox productions a year or two ago. The 
* Jane and Kathleen Lee comedies *’ are two-reelers, and I hope 
tu be in a position to announce the loval trade show dates in 
the course of a week or two. 


recalled as 


New Outside Representative. 


Another Fox mem. Mr. Maurice Cornfield, who for some 
time past has acted as Fox’s outside representative in the 
territory cperated from the Liverpool establishment, has 
severed his connection with the firm. His successor is Mr. 
Cyril Taylor, a gentleman who comes with high credentials 
from Manchester, where he was employed, on the renting side 
of the industry, by Grattan Millov. He made a 
ment upon his new duties on Tuesday this week. 


commence- 


A Fortunate Recovery. 

I learn with pleasure that Mrs. Fred Parker, wife of Mr. 
Fred Parker (now manager of the Coliseum, Leeds, and formerly 
engaged in a similar capacity at the City, now the Futurist, 
Picture House, Liverpool) has thoroughly recovered from the 
unfortunate accident of which she was a victim while holidaying 
recently in Pwhelli, where she was struck on the head with a 
golf club, and narrowly escaped the loss of an eye. 


The March of Music. 

Amusement caterers in Widnes, and prominent amongst them 
the proprietors and managers of the picturedromes in that 
borough, are realising more and more what a valuable asset a 
good orchestra is in connection with their enterprises. It is 
the intention, I hear, of the promoters of the kinema now in 


CARL LAEMMLE PRESENTS 


MARY PICKFORD 


As she appeared twelve years age: 


Werevin ie STRAIGHT’ 


A Real old-time Movie Show 
ae) A UNIVERSAL 


Distributed by European Motion Picture Co. 169 Wardour St. 
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course of construction in Widnes to enlist the services of some- 
thing in the nature of a symphony musical combination, At 
one of the picturedromes in Widnes a much-appreciated member 
of the orchestra is Mr. Jack McElroy, whose violin solos from 
weck to week are a popular feature of the programs. It is 
interesting to be uble to record the fact that this talented 
recently with honours a musical 
examination, for which he sat in Liverpool. 


young musician passed 


How Local Films Appeal. 

Much as the portrayal of national and international events, 
through the media of the various Gazettes and Topicals, etc., 
finds favour with the picture-going public, it does not seem to 
appeal nearly so strongly as the filming of local events of 
interest and importance. There was a striking example of this 


last week in Liverpool where, at the Futurist and Scala 
kinemas, the inclusion in the ‘‘ Pathé Gazette '’ of incidents 


from prize day on the Seaman Orphanage ship, Indefatigable, 
which is a conspicuous feature of the River Mersey, and the 


world’s cycling championship races at New Brighton, proved 
casily the most popular item on the program, and, as 


is characteristic of these two centre-of-the-city houses, the 


attractions were of all-round excellence. 


‘* Get into the Picture! ”’ 
Pathé’s photographers were extensively engaged at the Upton 
(Cheshire) races last Saturday and on Bank Holiday filming not 


only outstanding incidents in the actual racing, but also the 
crowds of spectators. The resulting films were afterwards 


” 


included in the ‘t Pathé Gazette,’ and shown at the many local 
kinemas subscribing to this favourite feature of Pathé’s output. 
In faet, with commendable enterprise, the promoters of the 
race meeting caused printed slips to be posted on the pictorial 
placards advertising the event inviting all and 
* Come and be filmed."’ The efforts of many people to 
into the picture "’ were most amusing. 


sundry to 
** get 


Until September. 


Having to the holiday and the number of 
gentlemen connected with the exhibiting side of the industry 
hereabouts who are at present enjoying their annual vacation, 
it has been decided not to hold a meeting of the North-Western 
branch of the C.E.A. this month. In September and the suc- 


regard season, 


ceeding months, however, the monthly meetings of this 
go-ahead body will be held as usual. 
Ideal’s Attractions. 

When Mr. F. J. Ingram returns from his holiday in the 


South of England he will certainly have plenty to do. 
21st inst.. at the Prince of Wales Picture House, he has arranged 
a trade screening of ‘t The Sea Dog,”’ a highly interesting sea 
story, featuring Hobart Bosworth, who was one of the popular 
stars of the well-known Selig series. On the 28th inst., also 
at the Prince of Wales, a trade view will be given of the 
eagerly-anticipated ‘* A Bill of Divorcement,’’ in which the 
principal roles are undertaken by Fay Compton and Constance 
Binney. Again, on September 4, members of the trade are 
invited, on behalf of Ideal, to the Prince of Wales Kinema to 
witness an exhibition of ‘* Wilderness a a serics of single 
rec] feature dramas which are bound to * catch on. The 
release dates of the productions specified have not vet been 


fixed. 
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THE HO RANGER 
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Featuring 
GERTRUDE McCOY, PALMER, 
NORMAN PRATT, WI A. FRESHMAN 
and LEWIS OUGHBY. 


TRADE SHOWS: 


LEEDS—Cinema Exchange, Tuesday Aug. 15, at 2-15 p.m. 
SHEFFIELD—Don Picture Hou est Bar, Wed. Aug. 16, at 11 a.m. 
ee of Wale ture House, Wed. Aug. 16, at 
-15 a.m. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE-—Sto 
‘Lhursday, Aug 


LONDON— New Gallery Kinen 
17, at 11-15 a.m 


MANCHESTER —Cinema Ex ge, The Parsonage, Tuesday 
August 22, at 1 on. 


GLASGOW-—New Savoy Theat Tope St., Thurs. Aug 24, at 11 a.m. 
BIRMINGHAM—Futurist, John §imicht St.. Friday, Aug. 25, at Ll a.m. 
NOTTINGHAM ~—FPicture Houseg]_ong Row, Tues. Aug.29, at Ll a.m, 


CARDIFF—Cinema ae @N@. 1 Theatre), Tuesday August 29, 
t 1Z-lo p.m. i 

BRISTOL—Queen’s Picture Hotsg, 
30, at 11-15 an? 


ON 


yne Theatre, Westgate Road, 
17, at 11-15 a.m. 
Regent Street, Thursday August 


Peter Street, Wednesday August 
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Denison Clift Art Production 


Starring 


CONSTANCE 
BINNEY 


TRADE 


NEXT TUESDA 
Pavilion, Marble A - 


CONSTANCE BINNEY. A REVELATION 
IDEAL FILMS, LTD., 76 


New York Agents: Far East Film Corporation, 
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L OF 


Adapted from Clemence 
Dane’s Celebrated Drama 


SHOW: 


Y, AUGUST § 15, 
rch, at 11-30 a.m. 


TO THE TRADE! FAY COMPTON. 
& 78 Wardour Street, W.1. 


729 Seventh Avenue, New York. 
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VITAGRAP Ei 
‘COUSIN KATE’ | ) 


A STAR SERIES DRAMA /eafuring 


“LLOYDS WEEKLY NEWSPAPER,”—April 23, 1922. 

“COUSIN KATE ”—Adapted for the screen, and produced for the Vitagraph by Mrs. Sidney Drew, Herbert 
Henry Davies’s comedy makes quite a good film. It has been cleverly directed, the scenario is well written, and the 
result is a simple, straightforward little picture-entertaining, whimsical, with both pathos and humour. 


“SUSSEX COUNTY HERALD,’—April 29, 1922. 

Because “Cousin Kate’s” relatives could not approve of the unconventional heroine of her novel, they promptly 
assumed that she, too, must be unconventional. Around this is woven the story in which Alice Joyce plays a charming 
and fascinating role. This film, produced by Vitagraph and to be shown at the Park Pavilion on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday next, is from the famous Charles Froham play, by Hubert H. Davies, which achieved such a success on the 
theatrical stage when Ethel Barrymore played the lead. Among the many fascinating problems it propounds is the 
question, “Why did the beautiful heroine refuse to be loved ?”’ To answer this question you must go for yourself and 
see what Alice Joyce, in one of her best and most notable performances, thinks about the matter. 


“THE NORTHERN WHIG’—May 23, 1922. 


“Cousin Kate ’—The part of Kate provides Alice Joyce with plenty of opportunities to display her powers as a 
screen actress, and of these she readily avails herself. The other parts are also well played, making an entertaining story. 


**SOUTH WALES ECHO,”—May 17, 1922. 

A charming Vitagraph adaptation of the popular stage comedy, ‘Cousin Kate”? in which Cyril Maude made 
one of his biggest successes in pre-war days, is booked for Cardiff for the latter half of next week. 

In the part created in the stage version by Ellis Jeffries, pretty Alice Joyce admirably realises the character of the 
unselfish woman who has spent her early life i in trying to make other people happy and whose plans for her own single- 
blessedness are upset by the entry of the “right man” into her life. 


Lineker i alee ie lane aad ond Mer deaeda ae sn 


Telegraphic Address— Renting Dept., 46 Brewer Street, LONDON, W. teas tanteea & tana 
~Vitgraf, Westrand. |. ‘Phones—Gerrard 3166 and 3167. Telegraphic Address—‘* Vithirins, Piccy, London.” Territories. 
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comedy of .' 
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Twelve NEW 


UNIVERSAL 
ATTRACTIONS 


Distributed by  , 
European Motion Picture G Limited 
169, Wardour Street, London, WI. 


Phone Regent 4840. 
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The 


Neglected Wife 


produced by 


ABEL GANCE 


It is one of his greatest 
pictures—having all 
the fine quality he 
showed in his Film 


6¢ 9 99 
J’ accuse, 


but is an intense drama 
of Great Appeal. 


BRITISH RIGHTS FOR SALE 
aro 

FILMS DE FRANCE, LTD., 
15 CARLISLE ST., Vetees 

33 LONDON. ge 


ERNEST REED, General Manager. 
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TRADE IN THE YORKSHIRE TERRITORY. 


(By our Leeds Correspondent.) 


Hubert Isaacs’ Promotion—Jackie Coogan Again—‘‘ The Storm ’—Still They Come. 


IKE the humorist’s three-speed motor car, business has 

neared the slow, d stop stage during the week. 

The holiday spirit has been abroad with a vengeance, 

and what with holiday slackness and bad trade effects times are 

lean. Still, one hears little grumbling. The kinenia-man, all 
things considered, is wonderfully cheerful. 


slow, 


Hubert Isaacs’ Promotion. 
An item of especial interest is the promotion of Mr. Hubert 
’ Isaacs, who has managed Goldwyn’s interests in the Yorkshire 
area during the past few years. Formerly associated with Fox, 
Hubert Isaacs is a familiar figure in the territory, and the trade 
here has heard with interest and pleasure that he has been 
appointed sales manager in London to Goldwyn. Mr. Isaacs 
will take with him the best wishes of a large circle of friends. 
His business ability has always been recognised and his cor- 
diality, too. 


Yorkshire’s Loss. 

Mr. Isaacs has been closely associated with the many pleasing 
functions arranged by the trade in these parts of late years, 
and he will not be allowed to leave Yorkshire without a due 
tribute being paid by the trade. His brother, Mr. Edgar 
Isaacs, comes from the Sheffield district to take over the manage- 
ment of the Leeds Goldwyn branch. 


Coogan Again. 

Is ‘‘ My Boy" going to prove the ‘‘ winner ’’ of the year? 
Some good judges say so. Certainly the Jackie Coogan pictures 
are immensely popular and belong to the class of film which is 
rushed for whatever may be the state of trade. Pathé’s did 


oe ” 


and I understand that there is 
every reason to believe that ** Troubles,’’ the latest Coogan pro- 
will prove just as successful. Already there has been 
a rush for the film. And what of Coogan’s ‘‘ Oliver Twist,” 
next on the list! Verily, ‘* The Kid ’’ owes much to the king 
of screen comedians, who undoubtedly helped greatly in creating 


well to secure these pictures, 


duction, 


for him a path of roses, 


‘* The Storm.”’ 

Mr. Ben Dade is pushing ahead briskly with his European 
Motion productions. He was due to show yesterday ‘* The 
Storm,’’ for the serecning of which the new Majestic theatre 
in City Square had been booked. It features House Peters, 
Virginia Valli and Matt Moore. Mr. Dade is also introducing 
a novelty line in a two-reel Mary Pickford film, entitled ‘Going 
Straight.’’ This is one of the first films in which Mary appeared 
in support of King Baggot, and it interests us all to see the past 
and compare with the present. 


‘* European ’’ Conference. 

European Motion Pictures have just been in conference in 
London, and Mr. Dade has returned with a big opinion of the 
program to come from this quarter. Most interesting informa- 
tion was placed before the representatives present, and the 
future releases will be of an exceptionally attractive character. 


Still They Come. 

I hear that another large, new kinema theatre is to be built 
at Hemsworth, near Pontefract. This is a populous mining 
district. 


ENTERTAINING THE PRINCE OF 


WALES. 


The above picture shows the checking of the Paramount pro- 


grams loaned for the Prince of Wales’ Indian tour. In 
this connection the Famous Lasky Film Service has received 
a letter from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, in 
which they express grateful thanks for the Company’s 
generosity in lending some of their best films for the enter- 
tainment of the crew of the Renown. The films were much 
appreciated by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales and the officers 
and men before whom they were exhibited. 
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NEW NORWICH PICTURE 
HOUSE, 


PEAKING at a dinner at the Maid’s Head Hotel, Norwich, 
following the ceremony ot laying the foundation stone of 
the Regent Picture Theatre in the centre of the city, 

Alderman Trounson, in giving the toast, ‘‘ Success to the New 
Theatre,’’ said the super-kinema was going to attract an 
altogether new portion of the community, not only because of 
its being a super-kinema, but because of the superior film which 
was now being produced. He hoped Yarmouth and Norwich 
would follow the lead of Southport and Southend, and have 
open kinemas on Sunday. He also spoke in highly compli- 
mentary terms of the new kinema’s design. 

Mr. F. H. Cooper, managing director of the Alexandra Picture 
House and Theatre Co., for whom the kinema is being erected, 
spoke of the success of the company and their hopes for the 
suecess of the building, which is designed to seat 1,800 people. 
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Films of the Week Reviewed 


FOR THE GUIDANCE OF EXHIBITORS. 
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The Scrapper. 


Irish atmosphere and brogue in a story as Irish as 
Flannigan’s Pig. 


HE Irishman in America has always been a_ power, 
‘T politically and otherwise, to be reckoned with. He is 
genial but exclusive, and foregathers among the Irish 

clans. His suecess is undoubted, for plodding good nature and 
shrewd business instincts carry him far. And the ‘* broth of a 
boy"? from the old country joins his kinsmen in the States, 
and carrics on in the best traditional manner. In ‘* The 
Scrapper,’ a Universal program feature, shown to the trade 
by F.B.O. last week, we have an instance in point in which 
the breezy young Irishman comes to the States, is weleomed 
by his friends, and carries everything before him. There is no 
doubt about it: he is Irish, and everybody knows it. As the 
song says: ‘* How the divil did they know that I was Irish!” 


Pat Malloy, a young Irish construction engineer, on arrival 
in the States, is assigned a job by his friend Casey in the 


SCENE From ‘* THE ScrAPPER.”’ 


steel works of Casey's friend, the boss, named Hackett, who has 
a daughter, the sweetest colleen ever. Malloy is weleomed at 
the works by O'Rafferty, the foreman, and O'Shaughnessy, the 
assistant foreman. Malloy also falls in love with the colleen 
aforesaid. The secretary is his rival in the love business, and 
puts a Swede 


perish the thought!—on the job to hamper the 
work. But Malloy works all the harder, both at love and 
building, and finally in a strenuous fight conquers the Swede. 
The colleen is not quite so easy, so she is kidnapped, and 
taken to the priest, where she realises how much the young 
emigrant is to her happiness. As Casey put it: ‘* Youth will 
have its kick, bedad,’? and he was right. 


Herbert Rawlinson, as the breezy young Irishman, with a 
brogue so thick that you could cut it with a knife, invests the 
character with a rare charm, and made love in the Irish 
manner most effectively, The story is of very light material, but 
it has a nice vein of comedy running through it. It will make 


an attractive second picture in any program. 


y Google 


Fightin’ Mad. 
Flenty of vigorous action in good Western Border story. 


66 IGHTIN’ MAD,” which Jury showed to the London 

EF trade last week, has the advantage of possessing a well- 

connected story, and not as is so often the case with 

pictures in which stunts are featured, a story written round the 
antics of a particular actor or stunt merchant. 

Bud McGraw (William) Desmond), returning from. Europe's 
international struggle, finds life on his father’s ranch dull and 
unbearable, so with the old man’s consent joins the Border 
Police in Texas. There he fights his way into the hearts of three 
of his fellow police, knocking them out first and making friends 
afterwards. He is full of the spirit of ** The Three Musketeers,” 
having just read the book, so the four swear themselves into a 
brctherhood, the motto of which is, ** One for All, and All for 


SCENE FRoM ‘‘ Figutrn’ Map.”’ 


One.”’ Col. Gates is his police chief, and has as guests Howard 
Graham, a Custorns inspector, his wife and niece, the last- 
named of whom Bud has met before and fallen in love with. 
At the party the women are kidnapped by bandits and the 
modern ‘** Musketeers "’ are entrusted with the task of rescue. 
They effect it, but not before the value of being ** Fightin’ Mad °*” 
is ably demonstrated. Bud McGraw finds the brotherhood motto 
of ‘* One for All and All for One *’ embarrassing when his com- 
rades each imprint a kiss upon the lips of the damsel whom Bud 
feels is his very own. 

** Fightin’ Mad ’’ can be recommended as a good story of its 
type. It is full. of action, and a good vein of humour outcrops. 
frequently. The Texas and Mexican settings have considerable 
charm. 


White Youth. 


A romattic story of the sunny Southern States of America, 
where the old conventions rule. 


HERE is not much plot or ccunterplot in this lightest of 

i light stories, as shown to the trade by F.B.O. last week, 
but it is most effectively set and capitally produced. 

In Louisiana, in the good old days, when the slaves were happy 


F 
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FILM REVIEWS OF THE WEEK—Continued. 


ScENE FROM ‘* WHITE YOUTH. 
scttlers were great sticklers for etiquette, and none more so 
in their bondage, conventionality reigned supreme. The old 
than the Colonel of Napoleon fame, who preserved, even in his 
sere and yellow pericd, all the pride, chivalry and pomp of his 
race. 

The theme is set around the granddaughter of the old French 
martinet, who, taken: to a convent as a baby, is brought home 
to become the bride of one of the Colonel’s old friends. The 
girl is not asked to consent or otherwise to the union, but she, 
fortunately, has her own opinions, and does not fear to over- 


Ne TTT Ls 


The greatest 
heart interest 
drama the world 


Bat Roc 


starring 


John Lowell and 
Baby Ivy Ward 


Sa al eS 
PEARL FILMS LID. 86-88, WARDOUR SI.’W.1. 


Foreign Rijhts Controlled hy Arrow Film Corporation. 
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ride the conventions and to map out her own future. At the 
Colonel’s home she imeects the American, scnt by the 
Safe Company, of New York, to instal a new combination on 
the door of the Colonel’s much-prized wine cellar. Love at 
first sight happens, as it often does in these stories, and the 
efforts of the ycung people to shake off the fetters of the boys 
of the old brigade were lively and diverting, and interesting to 
everybody except the ancients. But love finds a way, and the 
young people rose superior to all difficulties, and in the end 
win the Colonel’s consent to their union. 

The theme been handled in a much lighter and 
brighter way, and much more comedy should have been infused 
Edith Roberts made a very charming heroine, 
and was adequately supported throughout. There were many 
very delightful settings, and some of the long shots were 
splendidly effective. 


young 


could have 


into the story. 


The directors of the Manchester Royal Picture House must be 
immune to disappointments by this. Last Easter was expected 
to see the opening, yet that event is still unsettled. However, 
there is every prospect of the ceremony taking place early in 
September. The transformation outside is very striking and 
pleasing, and the interior will also be equal to anything 
in Manchester. Very careful attention has been paid to 
the ventilation and heating. Altogether the place will prove an 
added attraction to the city’s amusement seckers. Undoubtedly 
there is going to be a ‘ battle of giants ’’ over the patronage 
But the house that gets the pictures with the -best 
appeal, exploits and ‘* puts them over "’ with the help of trained 
imaginaticn, will get the bulk of the public. 


question, 


iz 
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The Last Word in Orchestration. 


THE JARDINE 
ORCHESTRAL ORGAN 


HE Instrument that MUST have a 
place in every up-to-date Kinema 


GO AND HEAR IT AT THE 
STOLL PICTURE THEATRE, LONDON. 


It is a surprise and revelation of amazing 
musical possibilities in full orchestration or 
accompaniment. “ JARDINE” Orchestral 
Organs are already installed at the following 
Kinemas :— 

THE STOLL PICTURE THEATRE 

(The London Opera House), 
KINGSWAY, LONDON. 


GLOBE SUPER KINEMA, ACTON. 
WATERLOO PICTURE PALACE, BLACKPOOL. 
PALACE PICTURES, ACCRINGTON. 


Write for full details :- 


JARDINE & CO., LTD., 


ORGAN BUILDERS & TONE SPECIALISTS, 


OLD TRAFFORD, MANCHESTER. 
Established over 100 years, 
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USEFUL MEETING. 


C. P. M. A’s. 


August 12, 1922. 


Negotiations with Employees—The Attitude of the 
P.R.S. and the Tax under Discussion. 


Managers’ Association was hekl oat the  Ninema 

Exchange, Manehester, on Friday Just. Mr. <A. 
Wilkinson (the president) presided over a good attendance of 
tuembers, The secretary reported that since the Jast: meeting 
six new members had been enrolled. 


A GENERAL meeting of the Cinema Proprietors’ and 


‘Negotiations with Employees. 

The President submitted his report with regard to the sug- 
vextion made at the last meeting that the Association endeavour 
to join with the P.P.M.A. and the local branch of the C.F.A. in 
an effort to get one agreement with the Musicians’ Union and 
the Operators’ Union, There was a very lengthy discussion on 
this point, the feeling of the meeting being that the Association 
‘should ‘ negotiate alone. The position with regard to the 
Musicians’ Union was then considered, and a resolution was 
proposed instructing the secretary to communicate with the 
Manchester branch secretary of the Musicians’ Union with a 
view to a reduction in the musicians’ salaries in the area covered 
by this branch of their unicn. An amendment was proposed 
that the Association do not recognise the Musicians’ Union. 
The amendment on being put to the meeting was lost, and the 
resolution was adopted, The position of the operators was then 
considered, but as a 10 per cent. reduction had been agreed 
to in the area it was felt that the members of the Association 
should make their own arrangements with their operators. 


P.R.S. Threats. 

The Secretary reported that the Performing Rights’ Society 
had issued a writ against one of the members for alleged 
infringement of their copyright on certain musical compositions. 
After the case had been fully gone into the secretary was 
empowered to instruet the Association's solicitor to take up the 
ease on behalf of the member. It was reported that two other 
metuibers had been threatened with proceedings by the P.R.S., 
and the secretary was instructed in the event of writs being 


TRADE IN THE MIDLANDS. 


‘(By Our Birmingham Correspondent.) 


New Benevolent Fund Secretary Allied Artists’ 
Statement—A Dual Position“ The 
Game of Life.” 


W. SMITH, who has recently been appointed resident 

A manaver of the Futurist, succeeds Billy Greenfield as 
secretary of the Birmingham and Midlands Kinema 

Trade Benevolent Fund, as *° Billy "has deft: Birmingham for 
Leeds. At a meeting of the Committee last week hepes were 
expressed that the profit on the Kinema Carnival in) February 
would be about £80, though the accounts are not yet completed. 
The tund now stands at a little over €450, and two or three 


2 WATCH - FOR 


issued in these cases to instruct at onee the Association’s 
solicitor to take the case up on behalf of the members, 


Matters Mancunian. 

The Vice-President (Mr. John Harrison) reported that at the 
last meeting of the P.P.M.A. the question of the Parks Com- 
mittee introducing variety entertainments in’ the Manchester 
parks was again considered and the comunittee would be asked 
to give an undertaking not to have these cntertainments next 
summer, 

The Lord Mayor's appeal for the hospitals in the Manchester 
area was also considered, and it was decided not to permit 
collections at any of the entertsinment houses, but to suggest 
to the Lord Mayor’ s Committee the giving of Sunday shows. 
there being a very strong feeling that if a Hospital Sunday in 
the entertainment houses were organised the effort would prove 
a great success. 


Safeguarding Provincial Interests. 


The Vice-President also stated that at the P.P.M.A. meeting 
the position in regard to the Entertainments Tax was also con- 
sidered, and members of the P.P.M.A. were unanimously of the: 
opinion that every effort should be made to combine the pro- 
vincial interests so that when the time came to take action the- 
enertaininent industry, so far as the provinces are coneerned.. 
would be unanimous in their demandes. 

The President, in thanking Mr. John Harrison for this report. 
expressed the opinion that every member of the Association 
would be pleased to co-operate with the P.P.M.A. with regard 
to the Entertainments Tax, and he sincerely hoped that the 
members of the C.B.A, in that area would also see their way to- 
join with us. He felt that at the convention to. be held at 
Blackpool the firet week in October the trade would have a good 
opportunity of getting together on this important question of 


the Entertainments Tax. He hoped by that time they would be- 


able to consolidate their forees and agree on a plan of campaigne 


erants were made last week, principally to two local managers, 
The amount of £10 in each case will be paid in five weekly 
instalments. 


Allied Artists’ Statement. 

Teddie Carr, new manager of Allied Artists in Birmingham, 
announces that the renting operations of Carr's Films have 
now ceased, Frank Leedam, whom he has snueceeded, is away 
from Birmingham, but will scon be returning te open up on 
behalf of the Eurepean Film) Renting Co, 


A Duai Position. 

Auother appointinent is that of C. KE. Pinder to the manayve- 
meut of the Empire, a new kinema at Kidderminster, This, 
hewever, will mean no break in his control of the Borough 
Theatre at Wedne-bury, 


‘* The Game of Life.’* 

Harry Goodman, of the Hub Film Co., lias the Midland rights 
afoot The Game of Life?’ the Samuelsen production. Mr. 
Sanmiclyen attended the Birmingham trade show and afterwards 


enfertaine | a number of exhibitors and friends te supper at the- 


Queen's Hotel 


1 
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: H EPWORTH PICTURE PLAY = 


{EDWARDS SERIES) 


The Best Example Yet of the Genius of siete: Edwards as 
_ Leading Players a Comedy Producer! 


cause wre LONDON TRADE SHOW: 


cwrane nensert = New Gallery Kinema, Regent St., 


MARY BROUGH Wednesday August 16, 


AT 11 am. 


The U.K. Rights for this Picture Play will be controlled for 
Hepworth Picture Plays, Ltd, by IMPERIAL FILM 


PROVINCIAL 


Rais ed COMPANY, LTD., 2 Denman Street, London, W.1i. 
WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED and at 
LATER. MANCHESTER, Telephone: Gerrard 2451 
RECA TYNE, Telegrams: ‘Impafil, Piccy.’ 
LEEDS and 


CARDIFF. 


*‘ Kippers ? 
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IN WALES. 


(By our Cardiff Correspondent.) 


Trade Shows and the Exchange— Renters to be Approached—Moss Empires’ Forthcoming Show— 
‘The Storm’”’ in Cardiff—Handling ‘: Flowers of Passion.”’ 


HE question of renters holding their trade shows outside 
I the Kinema Exchange occupied the attention of those 
who gathered in Cardiff last week at the monthly meet- 
ing of the South Wales and Monmouth C.E.A. The chairman, 
Mr. D. Hughes, Tonypandy, pointed out that they had always 
done their best to meet the wishes of the renters, and he thought 
the latter ought to continue to hold their trade shows in the 
Exchange, which had been established for their mutual benefit. 
He noticed that the receipts from the theatre of the Exchange 
had fallen, and though it was not to any alarming extent, it was 
sufficient to show that there was a tendency to go outside. 


Renters to be Approached. 

Several members expressed the view that they should refrain 
from attending any trade show held outside their premises, but 
Mr. H. V. Davies thought that first of all they should approach 
the renters and see if anything could be done to put the matter 
right. He felt sure that if they did this the renters would 
see the reasonableness of their case. The Chairman said that 
whilst he had already made it plain that he did not intend to 
go to a trade show outside the club, it was, of course, better 
for them to settle the matter by conciliatory measures rather 
than by drastic action. 

Eventually it was decided that a deputation wait upon the 
renters’ representatives in Cardiff to place the case for the 
Exchange before them, and Mr. Pellew Ferndale said he hoped 
that in the meantime they would all refrain from attending 
any outside trade show. 


Moss Empires’ Forthcoming Show. 


B. Henry, of Moss Empires, is holding a trade show at the 


Kinema Ixchange, Cardiff, on August 15, of ‘* Truth About 
Husbands’’ and anticipates big business on this film. This 
picture is an adaptation of Pinero’s play, *t The Profligate,’’ and 
contains some beautiful Italian scenes. Its entirely good cast, 
with May McAvoy as the unsuspecting wife, makes for good 
acting throughout, and the trade show should be well attended. 


‘“The Storm ’’ in Cardiff. 


Having attended the trade show in London of ‘* The Storm,” 
Monty Morton, of the European Picture Company, was delighted 
with the film, and is trade showing it at the Capitol, Cardiff, 
on September 5. Several subjects he now has in hand are 
‘* The Storm "’ has a fine climax in the big forest- 
fire scene, in which the three leading characters flee to safety. 
This scene is a real thriller and the beautiful settings of the 
Canadian North West are most attractive. 


going well. 


Handling ‘‘ Flowers of Passion.” 


Douglas Thomas and Company, Cardiff, will have the handling 
on the South Wales territory of the Astra Films production, 
‘** Flowers of Passion,’’ which will shortly be completed. 


F.B.O. Trade Shows. 


Mr. Goodman, of F.B.O., will hold three trade shows next 
week. On August 15, at 12-15. he is showing ‘* Desperate 
Trails,’ featuring Harry Carey, and om the 16th he is showing 
Gladys Walton’s new picture, ‘* Playing with Fire,’’ at 12-15, 
and Frank Mayo in ‘‘ The Shark Master,’’ at 3 p.m. These 
trade shows will be held at the Kinema Club in each instance. 


SOME OF EUROPEAN’S QUICK 
RELEASES. 


A Bunch of Attractive Features. 
N accordance with Mr. Carl Laemmle’s policy to strain 
I every effort towards bringing the release date of Universal 
films to the point where that date will be as nearly 
simultaneous with the American release date as possible, Mr. 
Edwin J. Smith, managing director of the Kuropean Motion 
Picture Co., announces the early release of a number of Universal 
attractions featuring Marie Prevost, Hoot Gibson, Miss Du Pont, 
Frank Mayo, and other popular stars. 
‘* Moonlight Follies,’ starring Marie Prevost, the famous 
bathing beauty, is down for release on October 2. 


A Novel Story. 

‘The Man Who Married His Own Wife,’’ starring Frank 
Mayo, tells the story of a man whose face was injured in a 
wreck, and who, seeing his wife had ceased to care for him, 
left her and assumed the identity of a dead man. The new art 
of war, plastic surgery, is called in, and his scarred face restored 
to smoothness. An entirely new man, he returns to find his wife 
mourning her dead husband. There are ticklish moments when 
old mannerisms crop up, and the story winds to a happy climax 
when the hero ‘‘ marries ’’ his own wife. 

Hoot Gibson, the man of a thousand fights, is the hero in 
‘* Red Courage,’’ which will be released on November 6, and 
Miss Du Pont, who takes a leading part in ‘‘ Foolish Wives,” 
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plays the heroine in 
February 12. 

Other Universal attractions include ‘‘ Second-Hand Rose,"’ 
starring Gladys Walton, released on October 30; ‘‘ The Black 


The Rage of Paris,'’ to be released on 


Bag,’ with Herbert Rawlinson, released November 20; and 
‘“Her Night of Nights,’’ starring Marie Prevost, released 
November 27. All the ‘‘ leads ’’ in Universal attractions are 


claimed to be stars cf established reputations in Great Britain 
as well as in the States. 


ScENE FroM ‘‘ THE Buiack Bac.”’ 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE WEST. 


(By our Bristol Correspondent.) 


Burglary at Bristol Kinema—Reopening of Torquay Hall—** Parisette’’—Items of Interest. 


N the early hours of the morning of July 29 burglars broke 
into” Olympia, Bristol, securing an entrance into the 
gentlemen's lavatory from a churchyard at the back of 

the hall. The lavatory was bolted on the outside, but by 
smashing a panel in the door the intruders were able to get 
at the bolt, and, opening the door, had free access to every 
part of the hall except the pay-box and office, which were both 
lacked. The former they opened by breaking one of the glass 
panels at the sides, and by reaching through the aperture thus 
obtained, they were able to push back the catch of the spring 
lock and open the door. ~ Here they secured Js. worth of 
coppers and a small hand camern belonging to Mr. F. Justin, 
the manager. The next attempt was on the office upstairs, 
whieh they broke open and ransacked, but in their search for 
money they were disappointed, for it is not the custom of the 
Olympia management to keep any cash on the premises. With 
the exception of the ds. worth of coppers and the camera the 
burglars got very little for their trouble. 


Reopening of Torquay Hall. 

The kinema at Torquay, long known as the Cinedrome, but 
now renamed the Empire, has been recpened after undergoing 
extensive alterations which have really converted it into a new 
hall. The building, which has a new roof, new floor, and new 
seats, has a capacity of 600 and will be under the management 
of G. L. Bryant, who comes from London. The Empire was 
one of the halls belonging to the Tinsdell circuit, but it is now 
directed by Messrs. Conday and Rowland, two gentlemen well 
known in West Country exhibiting circles. 


‘* Parisette.”’ 

A show of this new Gaumont serial was held on Wednesday, 
the 2nd, at the Queen's, Bristol, to a wood gathering of 
exhibitors by whom it was well received. | Containing some 
remarkably fine settings, good acting and photography, it is 
undoubtedly one of the finest serials which even the house of 
Ganmont has produced. Previous to the show Mr. Jennings 
sereened the short advertising film, giving excerpts from ‘t The 
Three Musketeers,’ which exhibitors who have booked that 
picture will find a imost valuable aid. It was originally 
intended to hold another show in the afternoon at the firm's. 
private theatre, when the ** Realart’’ drama, ** A Private 
Seandal,”” would have been screened, but owing to various 
delays it was found impossible to get the theatre ready in time, 
su the show had to be abandoned. Mr. Jennings hopes, how- 
ever, to have everything complete by the time the next show 
is due. 


Items of Interest. 

The Gem, Bristol, was closed down last week to vive the 
staff a holiday. This is an annus! arrangement which, needless: 
to say, is much appreciated by the erplovees, 

The hospital mativee at the PCLT. house, Pivinouth, realised 
the sum of £84 for the local hoxpitals. 

Hl. Pessener. of European, held ao successful show of the 
Universi serial, Rebinson Crusoe? at the Queen's last week. 

HT. Satchwell, has fixed up 
Kissing Cup” for August 20 at the Queen's, 


jutcher's, a show of *t Son of 


KIDDIES’ CARNIVAL AT CLAUGH- 
TON KINEMA. 


A FEATURE of the Claughton Picture House, Birkenhead, 


is the well-appointed ballroom, which is in considerable 


request for the purpose of dances, carnivals, and 
functions of that nature. One of the most recent events of the 
kind to be held there was the ‘* Kiddies’ Carnival,’’ which took 
place last Thursday evening, and proved sucha signal success that 
one would net be the feast bit surprised to see it become a hardy 
annual.. The ballroom had been artistically decorated, excellent 
music was provided by a well-balanced orchestra, and the duties 
of M.C. were most efficiently performed by Mr. J. L. Fletcher. 
The judges were Misses E. M. and F. Riley, of Rock Ferry, 
who-e decisions gave general satisfaction. 


THE HABITS OF THE CRAB. 


Scientists tell us that man is the only creature who is able 
to think, but if they were able to make a close 6tudy of the 
habits of the crab’ it is possible they might change these 
opinions. In a remarkable Nature film, photographed by H. M. 
Lomas, F.R.G.S., F.R.P.S., F.RS.A., which deals with the life 
existing fathoms deep beneath the sea, oa special section is 
devoted to the habits of the crab. This unique film record of 
life under the sea will be included in the ‘ Secrets of Nature ” 
series, which will be released for publie exhibition by the Regent 
Film Company in October and onwards. The thirty subjects in 
this series will include a number of films taken at the Zoo, and 
edited by Dr. P. Chalmers Mitchell, the secretary to the London 
Zoological Society. 
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COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE. 


RITISH business firms are at last beginning to realise 
B the importance of the kinema as an aid to effective: 
exploitation in other countries. Messrs. Vickers, the 
well-known engineering firm, have always becn keen supporters 
of the film as an advertising medium, and for some time have 
had their own projection theatre in| Broadway, Westminster. 
It was in this theatre, a week or so ago, that there was shown a 
new series of films made specially for the firm for use at the: 
Brazilian Centenary Exhibition, which shortly opens at Rio de 
Janeiro, Made in their own photographie department, these 
films are in seven sections, and form an admirable blend of the 
highly technical with the more popular subjects. These include 
the firing trials of the big guns manufactured by the firm, the 
steel making processes, and the manufacture of springs. files, 
magnets, and other articles. Perhaps the most interesting of 
the series was connected with aeronautics, illustrating 
historical flights made with the Vickers-Vimy-Rolls machines, 
and the launching and landing of the Viking amphibious 
acroplane. Messrs. Viekers are to be congratulated on the 
great success of the films, and on their enterprise in making 
them. . 
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THE FOUR NORTHERN COUNTIES. 


(By our Newcastle Correspondent.) 


‘Congratulations A New Venture—Re-organising Territory—European Appointment— 
~ + ++" -Pathe’s Comedies—The Hodgkinson Output. 


R. W. G. PATRICK, the manager of “High Level 
Exclusives, bas entered into double harness, being 
married at Pembroke to Miss Elsie Rogers of that town, 

Mr. Patrick is a popular member of the trade in the territory, 
and his many friends have sent him) congratulatory messages 
and wishes fer his future happiness. When he left Newcastle 
he was accompanied to the statton by a number of trade friends, 
who gave himea send-off and nearly smothered him with confetti. 


A New Venture. 

Mr. Alex Walker and Mr. Charles Walker, sons of Mr. William 
Walker, of Walker’s Exclusive Film Hire Service, who assist 
their father in the business, have launched out in a new line. 
They have formed a° company for the purpose of dealing wita 
wireless telegraphy listening -sets, and are opening out on the 
ground floor. of the premises, 31, Westyate Road, Newcastle. 
They will still be interested in the film business, and have taken 
over the accessory and furnishing side. The brothers are well- 
known in the territory, and they have the well wishes of their 
many friends for the success of the new enterprise. 


Re-organising Territory. 

In the course of a conversation with Mr. William Walker, the 
father of the renting business in Newcastle, he told me that 
he thought that the best way of coping with the hard times was 
to introduce the most up-to-date methods possible. He has hit 
upon the scheme of dividing the territory into four districts, 
each of which will be under a competent. commercial traveller, 
who will be responsible for the area allocated to him. It will 
be interesting to see how the new scheme works out, and witl 
no doubt be carefully watched by his friends in the same line. 
Mr. Walker's telegraphic address, ‘ Careful," will bring the 
venture up on the right side. 


A Handy Card. 

A folding card which will be very useful to the exhibitors has 
just been issued by Mr. William Walker, who is the representa- 
tive of Butcher’s, Granger's, and Moss Empire’s productions. 
The card contains a list of the films of these firms under the 
title of 1.G.M. Exclusives, the initials of these well-known 
houses. On the back is a calendar with the dates of the Mondavs 
and ‘Thursdays, which should prove handy for the showmen 
when making bookings. 


European Appointment. 
Mr. S. Childs, late of Pathé's, has commenced his duties as 


the representative of the Iuropean Motion Picture Company, 


I.td., in the territory, and he is handling the Universal Jewel 
series of films. In the course of a short while Mr. Childs hopes 
to open offices of an up-to-date character in Newcastle. 


First Runs Fixed. 


Mr. CG. Christianson, of Northern Mutuals, informs me that 
he has done exceptionally good business with ‘ Lord Arthur 
Savile’s Crime" and the Harold Lloyd comedy, ‘* Grandma's 
Boy,’ which he screened to the trade recently. The former has 
been booked for first run in Newcastle to the Grey Street Picture 
House, and the latter film will be run for the first time in the 
city concurrently at the Grey Street Picture House and the 
Queens Hall. Mr, Christianson's next big film will be the 
Dickens subject, ** The Cricket on the Hearth."’ 


Pathé’s Comedies. 


At Pathé'’s Newcastle office there is a vood demand for the 
new series of two-reel Billy West comedies and the single-reel 
Harold Llovd comedies. There has also been a large number 
of inquiries for ‘* Hail, the Woman,’’ which will be released 
in December, and has been booked to the Queen’s Hall and the 
New Pavilion for concurrent first runs in Newcastle. 


The Hodgkinson Output. 


Mr. C. LL. MacGregor, the local manager for Wardour Films, 
tells me that he has done particularly good business with the 
first half-dozen of the Hodgkinson output. On August 10 he 
commenced his trade shows again, when he screened five two- 
reel Western dramas, exceptionally strong subjects by Irving 
Cummings. These will be followed by the remaining six of 


the Hodgkinson output. “Mr. MacGregor has also..on hand. 


cighteen Wardour single-reel comedies, which are also being 
well sought after. 


Satisfactory Business. 

Mr.- Laing, of High Level Exclusives, teils me that business 
is now going satisfactorily, numerous inquiries having been 
received in’ respect to their latest subject, ‘* The Sealed 
Envelope,’ as well as for the six Chaplin cartoons. The whole 
of these films have been booked to the New Pavilion for the 
first run in Neweastle. The next super that High Level will 
put before the showmen will be “* What Do Men Want?."’ the 
trade show of which will take place at the New Pavilion, New- 
castle, on August 14. 


ENTERPRISING SHOWMANSHIP. 


How Manager Blattner put over 
‘¢sHuman Hearts.” 


N outstanding example of enterprising showmanship is the 
manner in which Manager I., Blattner, of the Gaiety 
Theatre, Manchester, is putting over ‘* Human Hearts,” 

the Universal Jewel production, which was secured for the 
world’s premier by this Lancashire exhibitor, and which he is 
showing this week. 

Tt is believed that this is the first time in British film history 
that an American filin has played in the British Tsles before its 
release in America, und Mr. Blattner took full advantage of the 
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advertising value of this fact by plastering every available hoard- 
ing in Manchester and vicinity with 4&8-sheets and smaller 
posters announcing a showing for ‘* the first time in the world.” 
Besides posters, Mr. Blattner went into big newspaper space and 
indulged in many clever exploitation stunts, all of whieh resulted 
in record-breaking crowds on Bank Holiday, the opening, and 
throughout the week. 

The show itself was presented in excellent style, for, in 
addition to the film, Mr. Blattner put on a yvrand operatic 
prologue and epilogue, with veeal and orchestral incidents, The 
leading figure in this part of the performance was William 
Boland, principal tenor of the British National Opera Co., who 
appeared us a blacksmith, 

This is the first time that Mr. Boland has appeared in a 
kinema theatre. Another operatic artiste appearing was Maude 
Neilson, coloratura prima donna of the Carl Rosa Opera Co. 
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From the story by May Edgington. 
Produced under the Direction of HUMBERSTONE WRIGHT. 


Featuring : TRADE SHOW: 
DOROTHY FANE us 
FRANK DANE & NEW GALLERY KINEMA, 


SIMEON STUART. AUGUST 2lIst. 


All inquiries and communications to be addressed to— 


RALEIGH KING, 
clo 175 Wardour Street, London, W.1. 


ee oN 


ee ee 


4 
4 
4 
4 
+ 
4 
# 
+ 
* 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
“ 
4 
+ 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
% 


Original from 


Digitized by Goc gle NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


46 THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


IN SCOTLAND. 


(By our Glasgow Correspondent). __.- 


THE TRADE 


August 12, 1922. 


Inverness Scala Alterations—A Helping Hand at Peebles—Picture House Progress in 
Leven—Municipality and Kinema. 


Toa recently he'd sitting of the Inverness Dean of Guild 
Court a petition was presented on behalf of La Seala 
Picture House for permission to carry out a seheme 

of alterations costing £250, The alterations comprise the 
connecting of the tea-rooms on the ground floor with those on 
the upper fleor, and) permission was duly forthcoming. This 
particular kinema continues to meet with great suecess aud 
large audiences are the invariable rule. 


A Helping Hand at Peebles. 


As a result of a®kinematograph entertainment recently given 
at Peebles a goodly sum of money was subsequently handed 
over to the pienie fund organised on behalf of local ex-soldiers’ 
widows and children. The entertainment in’ question proved 
a great success and the hall in which it was held was packed. 


Picture House Progress in Leven. 

Excellent progress continues to be imade with the ereetion 
of the new picture house in Commercial Road, Leven, for the 
East Fife Kinema Company, Limited. Within the next week 
the builder hopes to have finished his work: while the joiner is 
now starting operations. Internally this kinema will be fitted 
-up in the latest and most up-to-date style, and altogether the 
prospects ahead of the new house are undoubtedly very rosy. 


Former Arbroath Exhibitor’s Success. 

His many friends in Arbroath and district will hear with 
much pleasure that Mr. Donald McInnes, formerly a highly 
popular manager of the local Olympia Theatre, hag now been 
joined as a partner with one of the leading optician firms with 
branches in’ Edinburgh, Birmingham and Dundee. Since 
vacating his position as manager of this kinema some time ago 


Mr. MeImes has been employed in the Dundee branch of the 
firm in question, and his business success will be very pleasing 
toll. During his control of the Olympia Mr. MecTnnes was 
a most popular and painstaking manager. 


Entertainers Entertained. 

Recently the staff and friends of the King’s Playhouse at 
Montrose—to the number of forty —participated in an annual 
outing, fortunately in the best of weather. In up-to-date chara- 
banes the merry company motored through some of the most 
picturesque parts of the surrounding district, and a most happy 
and cnjovable day was spent from point to point. On_ the 
return to Montrose the company proposed the health of Mr. 
James Storrier (the genial and popular manager) for the kindly 
way in which he had looked after the comfort of the company 
and Mr. Storrier suitably acknowledged the compliment. 


Municipality and Kinema. 

At a recently held) mecting of Montrose Town Council, 
Councillor Hutchinson, dealing with the Burgh Hall cinema, 
having noted various suggestions for advertising and improv- 
ing the attractivencss of the entertainments in that hall, the 
subject was remitted to a sub-committee with powers to carry out 
any suggestions which they might find practicable. A fair 
amount of patronage continues to be bestowed upon this kineria 
and the publie are expressing every satisfaction with the 
standard of entertainment. 


‘* Romance of The Rosary.”’ 

Mr. Cowan, the indefatigable Glasgow manager for F.B.0 . 
will trade show ‘‘ Romance of the Rosary "’ at the Salon Picture 
House, Sauchichall Strect, at 11 a.m., on August 18, and ‘u 
the F.B.O. private theatre at 2-0 p.m. the same day. 


ANOTHER CARNIVAL FOR 
MANCHESTER. 


LTHOUGH there is not much detail at the moment, 
Laneashire kinema folk will be interested to know that 
another monster carnival has been arranged. The 

‘famous Ice Palace. Derby Street, Cheetham, Manchester, 

has been chosen as the venue. And a very wise choice, too, 

particularly as the catering: difficulty should be solved quite 
easily. : 

The date fixed is Wednesday, October 18. The promoters are 
‘determined that this shall prove the biggest event vet, and are 
‘wholeheartedly setting to- work. In this instance the function 
is under the auspices of the Lord Mayor's Hospital Fund and 
the Kinema Trade Local Benevolent Fund. 


Mr. J. Lennards, who has just recovered from a serious 
illness, informs us that he has now resumed his duties for the 
“Allied Artists Corporation, Ltd.,* and will operate from head 
‘office. He hopes as soon as possible to get in touch with his 
numerous clients throughout the Southern and Eastern Counties 
territory. ee 
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REGENT'S INTERESTS. 


Following on the success of ** The Cuckoo's Seceret,”” this firm 
is putting out a series of thirty exceptionally good interest films 
under the general title of ‘‘ The Secrets of Nature."’ These are 
in conjunction with the British Instruction Films, Ltd., who 
have official rights for motion photography in the London Zoo. 
The first of the batch, however, is particularly interesting, 
called ** Fathoms Deep Beneath the Sea,” submarine pictures 
are combined with ultra-rapid photography, and should prove 
a revelation. Six subjects will be shown in Manchester and 
Liverpool shortly. 


Mr. Will Day has been successful in obtaining for his 
collection of apparatus relating to the kinematograph industry, 


which will shortly be on view at the South Kensington Museum, 


the original Dallmever R.R. Lens which was used extensively 
by Edweird Muybridge in his experiments in connection with the 
production of a moving picture. Mr. Will Day has also obtained 
the first Dallmeyer kinematograph projection lens which was 
manufactured in 1904. Both these lenses will occupy a 
prominent pesition among the exhibit of kinematograph 
apparatus, which, we understand, will shortly be open to the 
public. a ce ane ae 
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GOOD PRINTING I5 
GOOD ADVERTISING 


ORMAN - WRIGHT, LTD., 
have had long experience in 
Printing for the Film Trade, and are 
Specialists in Fine Work which com- 
bines artistic effect with speedy 


: 
& 
delivery, good quality and low cost. 
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They are prepared to submit esti- 
mates, designs and general ideas for 
all kinds of Synopses and Posters. 
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NORMAN WRIGHT. LTD., ; 


53a Shaftesbury Avenue « LONDON, W.C.1. 
2 John Dalton Sireet wt out MANCHESTER. 


Works - -— - - 2s - - LEICESTER. © 
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~ SMALL PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PUBLICITY. © 


PUBLICITY AGENT FOR LONDON AREA.—A. 0. GAR. 
DENER (late manager of Brock’s Crystal Palace fireworks). 
Lewis Road, Sutton, Surrey. 


*DYNAMO AND MOTOR ATTENDANTS,"’ by Broadbent, is 


a book of direct value to every operator-electrician Price 
4s. 10d. from Rentell, 86, Maiden Lane, London. 
PROJECTORS, ACCESSORIES, Etc. 

3,000 TIP-UPS, with standards, 5s. 6d. complete.—Hellen- 


brand, maker, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend-on-Sea. 


VHEATRICAL TIP-UP CHAIR MAKER.—Trade supplied.— 
Hellenbrand, 66, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend. 


LET YOUR ADVERTISING RIGHTS TO THE FIRM THAT 


PAYS PROMPTLY’ 
Best terms given for Curtains, Slides, or Programs. 
Write for particulars to : 
Palace Advertising Co., 
45a, Market Street, 
Manchester. 
’Phone Central 2262. é : - . - = 


POSTERS, SLIDES, PUBLICITY, FILMS. 


POSTERS AND LANTERN SLIDES.—For advertising al! 
classes of business send to the Greatest Poster Writers and 
Lantern Slide Makers in the North of England. Yorkshire 
Agents for Rose Dew Spraying Essence. Poster and Slide 
Specialiste.—Imperial Animated Picture Co., Hustlergate, 

“Bradfotds ~  t 
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WANTED—Manager for Cinema in Bolton, opening September. 
Previous experience absolutely necessary.—Apply, stating 
ave, wage, ete., to Pieturedrome, Stretford. 
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A_ Real Sporting Attraction. 


WINNING A. BRIDE | 


featuring 


Mdlle. LOUISE COLLINET 


of the Theatre Nationale de 1’'Odeon. 


TRADE SHOW 
Thursday, Aug. 24, at 11-15 
SHAFTESBURY PAVILION. 


RENTERS, LYD., 12) Waapeun sre ‘ 


*Phone: Gerrard 1761. 


LONDON MANCHESTER 
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Telephone — Rege. ps iedione- opuieaiue Central S987 
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for truthful reproductive quality use 


EASTMAN 
POSITIVE FILM 


You can’t play real music on an instru- 
ment with two strings—neither can you 
reproduce the full quality of your neg- 
ative with only highlights and shadows. 
You need the full range of Eastman or 
Kodak Positive Film halftones that 
carry quality through to the screen. 


Eastman and Kodak Film is 
identifiable throughout its entire 
length by the words ‘‘Eastman” 
“‘Kodak” stencilled in 4/ack letters 
in the transparent film margin. 


Kodak Limited, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2 
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Managing Editor: Low Warren. 
| FORTHCOMING TRADE SHOWS. 


What Love Can Do. 


Fox, Palais-de-Lux, 11, Very Truly Yours and Up and Going. Goldwyn, Kinema Exchange, 12-15. Head Over Heels. 


Goldwyn, Kincma Exchange, 11 and 2-30. , The Wallflower. 


Ei or F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11. Doctor Jim. 
Tail eee a ee Tit for Tat Famous-Lasky, Own Theatre, 11. Find the Woman. 
FRIDAY, August. 26, " aos .. ee Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Arabian Nights. 
wyn, Palais-de-Lux, 11. en Dreams. 
Famous-Lusky, Scala, 11. Beyond the Rocks. GLASGOW. 


Moon, Grand centrale i. d The Report 
‘ox, Gran entral, 11. armen an e Reporter, 
BIRMINGHAM. TUESDAY, AUGUST 22. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 22. Waverley, Cinema House, 11. Grey Dawn. 


Fox. Scala, 11. A Fool There Was. Fox, Grand Central, 10-45. Without Fear and Arabian Love. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23. 


= 

LONDON. LEEDS. = 
MONDAY, AUGUST 21. : TUESDAY, AUGUST 22. . = 
Fox, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-45. Very Truly Yours and Up and Going. Fox, Kinuema Exchange, 10-45. Sky High and Big Town Ideas. = 
Raleigh King, New Gallery, 11. Creation. Goldwyn, Kinema Exchange, 2-15. Golden Dreams. = 
F.B.O., Own Theatre, 10 and 3. The Millionaire. Jury, Kinema Exchange, 3-15. Silent Years. = 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 22. Famous-Lasky, Majestic, 11. Beyond the Rocks. = 
Fox. Own Theatre, 11 and 2-45. Very Truly Yours and Up and Going. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23. = 
Goldwyn, West End, 11. Golden Dreams. A Goldwyn, Kinema Exchange, 10-40, The Wallflower. = 
Ideal, Marble Arch Pavilion, 11-80. Conquering the Alps. F.B.0., Kinema_ Exchange, 11-40. Across the Deadline. = 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. The Millionaire. THURSDAY, AUGUST 24. = 
Wardour, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-15. Heart's Haven. Regent, Kinema Exchange, 11-40. Secrets of Nature. = 
Famous-Lasky, New Gallery, 11. Beyond the Rocks. FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. = 
European, Own Theatre, 11 and 8. Universal Century Comedies. Ideal, Kinema Exchange, 2-15. A Bill of Divorcement. = 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23. F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11-40. Shattered Dreams. = 
European, Own Theatre, 11 and 3. Trimmed. F.B_0., Kinema Exchange, 3-15. The Millionaire. = 
St ae sy beatre, Care Price of Youth. = 
oldwyn, est End, 11. e Wallflower. = 
F.B.0., Shaftesbury Pavtlion, 11-15. Man to Man. SHEFFIELD. = 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 1-30. Nobody's Fool. MONDAY, AUGUST 21. ; : = 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 24. Fox, Tivoli, 11. Any Wife and Riding With Death = 
Butcher, New Gallery, 11-30, Son of Kissing Cup. New Century, Picture Palace, 1. The Faithful Heart = 
Goldwyn, West End, 11. Head Over Heels. TUESDAY, AUGUST 22. ‘ = 
Renters, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-15. Winning a Bride. Walturdaw, Picture Palace, God's Half Acre and The Adopted Son. = 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10. Nobody’s Fool. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23. = 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 8. Sure Fire. - Fox, Cinema House, 11, A Fool There Was. = 
Jury, Own Theatre, 10 and 3. Selected Feature. . Goldwyn, Union St. P.H,, 11. Golden Dreams, = 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. Famous-Lasky, Electra Palace, 10-45. Beyond the Rocks. = 
Ideal, New Gallery, 11-30. The To-morrow That Never Came. FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. = 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. Sure Fire. Regent, Cinema House, 11, Secrets of Nature. = 
Wardour, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-15. Other Women's Clothes. Ideal, Tivoli, 11. The Sea Dog. = 
_ Famous-Lasky, Super, 11. The Green Temptation. ’ = 
ANCH NOTTINGHAM. = 
M ESTER. TUESDAY, AUGUST 22. ; = 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 22. F.B.0., Mechanics’ Hall, 10-45, The Scrapper and Headin’ West. = 
Granger’s Kinema Exchange, 12... Was She Guilty? Famous-Lasky, Lounge, 11. Find the Woman. = 
Ideal, Deansgate, 11, The Sea Dog. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23. = 
Famous-Lasky, Kinema Exchange, 2. Beyond the Ricks. Fox, Lounge, 11, Sky High and Big Town Ideas. = 
Regent, Futurist, 11. Secrets of Nature. Ideal, Mechanics’ Hall, 11-16. The Sea Dog. = 
Provincial, Winter Gardens, 11-15. Blindfolded. THURSDAY, AUGUST 24. = 
Lester, Kinema Exchangg, 11 and 3. Hank Mann Comedies, F.B.0., Mechanics’ Hall; 10-45. White Youth and False Kisses, = 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST A f = 
Imperial, Oxford Street PH, 11-15. Tit for Tat. BRISTOL. = 
-B.0., Kinema Exchange, 2. Desperate Trails. = 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 12, White Youth. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST (23... .. F = 
oa ; g . Ideal, Castle Street, 11. A Bill of Divorcement. = 
Jury, Kinema Exchange, 11. Eden and Return. SUNDAY, AUGUST 27. = 
Lairtioretel relat ce ae and 2-30. Golden Dreams Butcher, Queen's P.H., 8-15. Son of Kissing Cup. = 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. CARDIFF. = 
Goldwyn, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-30, The Wallflower. MONDAY, AUGUST 21. : = 
Butcher, Gaiety, 11. Son of Kissing Cup. Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Arabian Nights. = 
Fox, Kinema Exchange, 11 and 12, Very Truiy Yours and Up and Going. TUESDAY, AUGUST 22. F = 
Wardour, Kinema Exchange, 2. Heart's Haven. Gaumont, ae Exchange, 3. The Man From Blankley’s and What = 
Love Can Do. =. 
Ideal, Kinema Exchange, 8. A Bill of Divorcement. = 
MONDAY, AUGUST 21 LIVERPOOL. F.B.O,, Kinema Exchange, 12-15. Romance of the Rosary. = 
ac pane 5 Jury, Kinema Exchange, 12-15. Boy Crazy. = 
Be Prince of Wales, 1. The Sea Dog. Waiturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Arabian Nights. = 
Y, AUGUST 22. ee International Cine.. Capitol, 11, What Do Men Want? = 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11. Parisian Scandal. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23. . . =, 
Weisker, Kinema Exchange, 2-30, Eden and Return. Jury, Olympia, 11-30. Brown Sugar. = 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23. . Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Arabian Nights. = 
Provincial, Palais-de-Luxe, 11 Blindfolded, THURSDAY, AUGUST 24 = 
Wardour, Trocadero, 11-15. Heart’s Haven. Walturdaw, Own Theatre, 11. Arabian Nights. = 
pee ats Je ines of ale, Bectete- Nature. FRIDAY, AUGUST 25 ee it . = 
ster, Scala, 11. Hank Mann Comedies. : 7 " s = 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 24. Gaumont, Kinema Exchange, 12-15. The Man From Blankley’s and = 
= 

= 

5. 

F.B.0.. Kinema Club, 12-15. Romance of the Rosary. =. 

Goldwyn, Futurist, 11, Golden Dreams. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23. - = 
F.B.0., Scala, 11. Headin’ West and The Scrapper, Jury, Own Theatre, 2-30. Fightin’ Mad. = 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 24. ; Famous-Lasky, Cinema House, 11. Find the Woman = 
Fox, Scala, 11. Sky High and Big Town Ideas. THURSDAY, AUGUST 24. _ 
Jury, Own Theatre, 2-30. Silent Years, Granger, New Savoy, 11. Was She Guilty? 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. : 
Granger. Futurist, 11. Was She Guilty? 
Famous-Lasky, Scala, 11. Beyond the Rocks. 


Famous Productions, Cranston’s, 11. Son of Kissing Cup. 
Bendon, La Scala, 11. The Ircn Heart. 
Goldwyn, Cinema House, 11. The Wallflower. 


Famous-Lasky, Grainger, 11. Find the Woman 
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Phoenix, Sackville, 11. The Dangerous Paradise. 


zt 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 27. FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. = 
Butcher, Scala, 7. Son cf Kissing Cup, Argosy, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-30 The Colonel’s Orderly. = 
Jury, Picture House, 11. The Faithful Heart. = 

‘ NEWCASTLE. F.B.0.. Own Theatre, 2:30. The Parisian Scandal. = 
TUESDAY, avausT 22. J heres Goldwyn, New Savoy, 11. Golden Dreams, = 
‘ox, Queen’s Ffall. 11. Carmen anc e Reporter. g Fs = 
F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11-15. False Kisses, DUBLIN. = 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23. — MONDAY, AUGUST 21. = 
New Century, Own Theatre. 11 and 2 Fightin’ Mad, Fox. Sackville, 11. Elope If You Must and Western Speed. = 
Goldwyn, Stoll, 11. Head Over Heels. - : TUESDAY, AUGUST 22. - * = 
European, New Pavilion, 11, The Storm. Gaumont, Own Theatre. 11-80, The Man From Blankley’s. = 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 24. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23. : = 
Goldwyn, New Pavilion, 11. Golden Dreams. Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11-80. A Soul's Awakening. = 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. _ Fox, La Scala, 11-30. A Stage Romance. = 
F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11-15. The Scrapper. THURSDAY, AUGUST 24. = 
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2 THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


1 WALTER WEST 
¢ PRODUCTION 


“When Greek 
Meets Greek” 


By Paul Trent 
featuring 
VIOLET 
HOPSON 
and 
STEWART 
ROME 


A big action story of 
steel. Violet Hopson in 
a strong industrial role. 


U CERTIFICATE 
RELEASED JAN. 1923. 


No. 1 on the British National Programme. 


———SSSSSSSSSSSaowom=———S 


PROGRESS BRITISH 
* PHOTOPLAY 


“The Lilac 


Sunbonnet” 
By S. R. Crockett 
featuring 
JOAN 
MORGAN 


Produced by SIDNEY MORGAN. 


WHAT THEY SAY! 


KINE, 

Typically of the best British work of 
to-day, and essentially clean. 

FILM RENTER. 

Beautiful.y set scenic surrcundings that 
will delight Kinema-goers. 

TIMES. 

Characteristic of the best side of the British 
film injustrv. 

CINEMA. 

A charming picture that is as refreshing as 
the scenes of the Scotch hills it depicts. 


U CERTIFICATE 
RELEASED FEB. 1923. 


No 6 on the Eritish National Programme. 


August 19, 1922. 


| 
Ci : 
BRITISH 
NATIONAL PROGRAMME 


@ 


3 WALTER WEST 
PRODUCTION 


“Son of 


Kissing Cup” 


By Campbell Rae Brown 
featuring 
VIOLET 
HOPSON 
and 
STEWART 
ROME 


The greatest racing story 
that has ever been put over. 
Remarkable race scenes. 


No 9 on the British National Programme. 


RELEASED MARCH 1923, 


TRADE SHOWS. 


LONDON. 
Thursday August 24, New Gallery 
Kinema, at 11-30 a.m. 
MANCHESTER, 
Friday August 25, Gaiety Theatre, 
at 11 a.m. 
LEEDS. 
Tuesday August 29, 
Cinema, 11-40 a.m. 
LIVERPOOL. 
Wednesday August 30, Palais De 
Luxe, at 11 a.m. 


Exchange 


CAMERA HOUSE, FARRINGDON AVENUE, LONDON, E.C. 4. Gage 


Phone: Holborn 5995 (5 lines). 


Cables: ‘‘Butchilms'’ London. A.B.C. 5th Edition. 


Wires: Butchilms, Fleet, London. 


World Rights for Walter West Productions and Progress British Photoplays are exclusively owned and controlled by Butcher's Film Service, Ltd., to whom all inquiries should be addressed. 


Digtized by GOOgle Ver 


= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 


LONDON Phone: Regent, 1468-9. ‘Telegraphic Address: 
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The Film Renter and 


Moving Picture News 


EO 


‘“*Wrightads, Piccy, London,” 


MANCHESTER Phone: Central, 5987, 


‘No. 458. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, 1922. 


SIXPENCE, 


THE REAL CURE FOR HARD TIMES. 


URING the past few weeks business in the picture 
D theatres has shown signs of bucking up consider- 
ably. This condition has been induced by a break 
in the weather which has literally saved the position 
for many of the smaller houses. But it is the weather, 
and not the pictures, that has done this, judging by the 
quality of the entertainment fare submitted at the 
average kinema during the recent holiday week. The 
bigger and better pictures, of which we are hearing so 
much just now, had very little to do with the improve- 
ment in receipts. 

This fact points conclusively to one thing in 
our opinion. The picture theatre public merely tolerates 
a bad program, when outside weather conditions drive 
them indoors, and makes up its mind after such an 
experience to stay away. Poor entertainment value is 
merely a quick method of committing commercial 
suicide. Exhibitors would do well to bear this fact in 
mind when tempted to book a cheap lot of pictures. 
Cheap pictures, as a rule, are dear at any price, for they 
not only lower box-office receipts—they must inevitably 
in the long run kill the reputation of any theatre. 


But the exhibitor is not alone to blame for foisting 
indifferent entertainment upon the public during the 
summer months, and particularly at holiday seasons. 
The film traveller’s specious argument that ‘‘ So-and- 
so’ will just do for the Bank Holiday program, because 
it’s cheap and patronage more or less assured, should 
at once be countered by the showman with the reply 
that he does not believe in cheap films at any time, 
and that it is more than ever necessary during a period 
when many new patrons are likely to be attracted, to 
maintain the standard of the program offered. Tf this 
policy were pursued by the average exhibitor we should 
hear far less about business falling down with a thud 
immediately the holiday season is over, ax is so often 
the case. 

The music halls learned to their cost years ago that 
cheap turns might swell their profits temporarily, but in 
the long run they disgusted the people. To-day they 
are paying the inevitable penalty of playing with the 
public, and, except in a comparatively few provincial 
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towns, the music hall hag largely ceased to exist. . The 
kinema proprietor should profit by his experience, and 
cut out the “‘ cheap ’’ program. 

The summer season is always more or less of a dull 
time in the picture business, but we are inclined to agree 
with Mr. J. D. Williams, the general manager of First 
National, of America, who contends that the cure for 
indifferent patronage of the picture houses during the 
summer months is largely in the hands of the trade 
itself. The business, he says, needs an exceptions! 
production at least once every two weeks, to hold and 
encourage not only that great portion of the public which 
goes to the theatre occasionally, but the ‘‘ fan ’’ as well. 
They are needed to start and keep people talking, and 
literally to compel them, by sheer merit of the enter- 
tainment provided, to go oftener to the kinema than is 
now the case. 

No man in America knows the conditions of the 
business inore thoroughly than J. 1D. Williams, and his 
opinion that something must be done by all 
manufacturers and renters to release several really good 
productions—by which he means super-pictures of excep- 
tional merit—during the summer months of next year, 
is deserving of the most careful consideration of the 
industry in this country. Unless this is done he main- 
tains that the business is going to suffer, just as it is 
suffering this summer, and just as it has suffered in past 
years. No one denies that hot. weather affects the box- 
office; a steady diet of ordinary releases only serves as 
further encouragement to the public to stay away. 
Business depression, which we know under the term of 
““ Hard Times,’’ also affects theatre receipts, but both of 
these deterrents can be minimised, and will be less of a 
factor of consequence and alarm to the picture theatre 


interests if the summer routine of releasing schedules 


is strengthened and bolstered up at very frequent 
intervals with worth-while productions. The. difference 


-between: summer prices and those obtainable in the 


autumn, winter and spring undoubtedly represents a con- 
elecable momentary loss to the renter, but would not the 
gencral improvement in business that would result 
ultimately benefit all concerned? The suggestion js 
worth serious consideration. 
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By the Way : 


August 19, 1922. 


A Weekly Causerie 


on Trade Topics. 


Entertainment Tax Tickets. 


XHIBITORS in all parts of the country are 
experiencing difficulty in obtaining adequate 
supplies of Entertainment Tax rolls. Complaints 


tu headquarters have elicited the reply that any delay 
ig due to the depleted staffs—one result of the demand 
for reduced National expenditure. The General Secre- 
tary of the C.E.A. (Mr. Gavazzi King) has issued a 
circular letter to members reminding them that, pending 
the result of efforts to remedy the present difficulty, rolls 
can be obtained by return of post by sending a money 
order to the Collector of Customs and Excise, Entertain- 
ment Tax Branch, Custom House, E.C.3. Money 
orders are issued free of cost by any post office for this 
purpose, and the Customs Department will pay 
scrupulous attention to orders sent them. 


United Artists’ Litigation. 
SUIT has been. pending in the New York Supreme 
Court for some time past, in which Benjamin 
P. Schulberg is proceeding against David W. 
Griffith, Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks and Charles 
Chaplin, trading under the name of United Artists’ Cor- 
poration, for breach and damages. Schulberg alleges 
that he was duly authorised to dispose of the foreign 
rights of certain motion pictures made by the defendants, 
snd had ipso facto disposed of these to one, Morris 
Greenhill, representing large motion picture interests in 
England. United Artists has now filed an answer 
denying the allegations. An affidavit by Moses lL. 
Malevinsky is attached to the answer, stating that he is 
personally familiar with all the issues involved, and 
makes general denial on behalf of the defendants, owing 
to them being absent from this jurisdiction. He, there- 
fore, asks that the suit be dismissed. This point will 
be decided shortly. 


Winik’s Return. 


- WINIK, after a strenuous time in New York, 
is en route to England, and is expected to arrive 
in London on Monday. I, hear he has quite a 
number of attractive offerings to talk about. 


Film Pirates. 

SERIOUS attempt is at last being made in Amcrica 
to rout, in no uncertain way, the band of inter- 
national pirates who have in recent years flooded 

the Orient with stolen and duped copies of many of the 
big films produced in the United States. Hitherto it 
has been the rule to release first in America, and some 
time usually elapsed before the film reached other coun- 
tries. Great Brituin, as an instance, is often two 
years behind the American release date in respect to 
films manufactured there. This interim period is all 
in favour of the crooks, who have time to perfect their 
plans, and successfully to exploit the duped copies. It 
is now proposed by certain distributing houses in New 
York, as a certain method of defeating the pirates, to 
release in the other countries prior to America. This 
will mean early releases in Great Britain, Europe, China 
and Japan, the Dominions and South America. The 
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Associated Producers have already taken this course with 
the Harold Lleyd feature, “* Grandma’s Boy,’ and the 
result will be watched with the greatest interest. 


Kill-Joys in America. 
RECENT visitor to the United States hazards the 
A opinion that, in a general way, the kinema. here 
is much more free from restrictive legislation. 
than it is in America. ‘These restrictions are, of course, 
largely imposed by State Legislatures, which are some- 
what obsessed by the crazy notion that they are the 
authority nearest the people, and, therefore, best able 
to legislate for their amusement. A specific instance 
is given of the State of Pennsylvania, where in the 
coming session a number of bills will be introduced 
imposing new burdens on the industry. These include 
new taxes, extensions of the censorship, limitation of 
admission charges, and further restrictions on posters and 
publicity. The exhibitors in this State are, however, 
fully alive at this attempt, by indirect methods, to kill 
the theatres, and vigorous steps are being taken to meet 
the position. A convention will shortly be held, and it 
is certain that the full weight of the screen will be used 
against the kill-jovs and their methods. 


Good-humoured Rivalry. 


N instance of good feeling, compatible with keen 
competition, comes from Brighton. The Regent 
has been showing this week ‘‘ Way Down East,”’ 

and has liberally advertised it by poster. The Academy, 
attempting to benefit by the opposition thunder, got out 
a poster, in type and colour similar to' the ‘‘ Way Down 
East ’’ poster, which read ‘‘ Way Up West Street to 
the Academy.’’ The management of the Regent 
thoroughly appreciated the purloining of some of their 
ammunition, and the Academy management was con- 
gratulated upon its novel wheeze. 


Brighter Colombo. 

HERE is weeping and gnashing of teeth in 
Colombo, the capital of Ceylon, for it has no 
theatre or prominent place of entertainment, and 

its residents of the better class, like Rachel, refuse to 
be comforted. The few small kinemas at present open 
te the public are mostly converted shops, are far behind 
the times, and are not generally supported. Colombo 
is the main coaling station on the way to Australia, and, 
although many artistes of prominence call there en route, 
ihey are unable to show because there is no theatre. 
But at last there is a promise of respite. The Eastern 
Film Co. has made a definite offer to the Government 
te lease a block of land in a prominent situation, and 
only a question of terms is now between Colombo and 
its new theatre. It is proposed that the building shall 
be mainly used as a kinema, with a seating capacity of 
2,000, and that the stage shall be so constructed as to 
admit of theatrical performances by travelling companies. 
We trust Colombo will soon be rejoicing in its new and 
high-class theatre, and that ere many moons wane it 
will be the proud possessor of a circus, a kursaal, and the 
Midnight Follies! 


August 19, 1922. 


Deep! 
F exhibitors had the experience of one Shetteld’ man, 
then newspaper advertising and poster displays could 
easily be dispensed with. During the heavy floods 
in Sheffield last week, the unusual sight of a gang of 
men pumping water out of the flooded basement of a 
theatre, where Paramount’s ‘* Deep Waters ’’ was being 
shown, drew large crowds to the doors. People are still 
wondering whether it was just another example of super- 


publicity. 
Fiddle d— d—. 


® SSOCIATED FIRST NATIONAL ’S © striking 
A vestibule card, “ Stop! have you left anything?” 

has been greatly appreciated in many kinemas. 
A South Coast manazer tells me that the first man in 
his theatre to derive benefit was his orchestra leader, 
who, suddenly stopping before it, exclaimed, ** There! 
I’ve left my fiddle behind.”’ It is said, too, that kinema 
staffs in some districts are already contemplating placing 
beneath the card when Christmas comes the box for 
seasonal offerings ! 


British National Film League. 
HARLES W. HOPPER, who has just been 
C . appointed secretary to the British National Film 
League, has had good Press experience, and was 
responsible for the publicity of Liverpool University for 
some time. He is also a contributor to“ Punch,’ and 
the author of a highly successful book. Myr. Hopper 
holds strong opinions on the good work now being done 
by the League, and is confident that the evils of block- 
booking will be short lived. He considers the British 
National Film League, with that hearty support from 
exhibitors which he is led to expect, will soon take the 
lead in British production. © Mr. Hopper is already in 
harness, with temporary offices at Fitzroy Street. 


Harmony From Ireland. 
OTWITHSTANDING the troubled atmosphere of 
N the Green Isle, its people still have time for 
music. Indeed, the existing diseord, by a 
typical Irish paradox, is actually promoting the cause of 
harmony! My authority is a well-known Irish music 
publishing house, Piggott and Co., und I am assured 
that, owing to the fact that the majority of the more 
peaceably inclined people of Ireland have judged it 
preferable to keep indoors of nights during the last two 
or three years, more money is now being spent on 
music in that country than in any period in its history. 
This applies not only to compositions for the piano, but 
to records for the gramephone. The result is that the 
iatest waltz composition has just arrived in London, not 
from Vienna or from New York, but from Dublin. — It is 
being played, hummed, and whistled all over Treland, 
and more than 7,500 copies have been sold this year in 
Southern Ireland alone. The Irish kinemas, in par- 
ticular, have adopted it as the piece de resistance of their 
musical programs. It was selected as one of the dances 
at Queen Mary’s Hospital Ball at the Royal Albert Hall 
recently, and forms part of the program now being 
‘‘ broadcasted ’’ all over the world by the Radio- 
Orchestra at the Hague, Holland. The composer is Mr. 
W. A. Manahan, a young Dublin man, and West’s, Ltd., 
who have just placed the waltz upon the English market, 
believe that it will create something of a furore. 


Sub-Arctic Compliments. 


OST of us who have already had our holidays nurse 

a grudge against Iecland. Just as we are 
beginning to entertain a hope that the weather 
forecast for a fine interval is turning out well, down 
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comes the rain, and the official in charge of the weather 
tells us that it is due to a depression emanating from 
Iceland. It is a relief to know that the people of Iceland 
are un improvement upon their meteorology, and that 


their impressicns are more fascinating than their 
depressions. The — principal Icelandic — newspaper, 


** Morgunbladid,’’ has becn recording its impressions of 
the Stoll artistes who, under A. i. Coleby, are engaged 
in producing scenes from ‘* The Prodigal Son, an adapta- 
ticn of Sir Hall Caine’s novel. °° The part of Magnus,”’ 
it says, “‘ will be played by Mr. Stewart Rome, a very 
tall gentleman of somewhat severe intelligent looks. The 
younger brother, Osear, will be plaved by Mr. Henry 
Vietor, whose tall stature and geod looks have quite 
cuchanted the voung ladies cf the town, and not without 
reason.”’ One almost suspects a feminine hand at work 
in the editorial room. The party is due to leave Teeland 
at the beginning of September. 


‘* Lorna Doone ’’—Fourth Version. 
HE filming of the popular story of the captive maid 
aL of the Doone moors in America by Maurice 
Tourneur, with Madge Bellamy in the lead, 
reminds me that this will be the fourth—or is it fifth ?— 
picturisation of this famous English classic, two of which 
were British. The filming has been the inspiration for 
the publication cf a Madge Bellamy edition of the novel 
by the Milton Bradley Company. Duotone prints of the 
photoplay, and. a special cover, will make the book an 
attractive edition. A ballad, also dedicated to Miss 
Bellamy, has been published, and is reported to be one 
cf the newest “* best sellers over the musie counters 
in America. 


Coogan The Irrepressible. 
ACKIE COOGAN, aged nine, has written the story 
J of his long and eventful life, and it has been 
accepted by a New York firm of publishers. The 
hook is to be entitled ‘‘ Some Life,’’ and is said to be 
written in a‘‘ breezy "’ style. Sol Lesser, who is respon- 
sible for the Coogan plays, has prepared an affidavit that 
Jackie himself wrote the story. Well, why not? This 
Kid is good enough for most things! 


Shooting Mars. 

OR the first time in the history of the kinema, plans 
have matured under which motion pictures will be 
taken of the planet Mars. It is hoped that the 

results of the shooting will be to decide, finally and for 
ever, whether the planct is inhabited or not. Dr. David 
Todd, Emeritus Professor of Astronomy at Amherst Col- 
lege, and head of the Mars Expedition to the Bahama 
Tslands, which sailed in April last, has now established 
an observatory in an abandoned U.S. fort at Nassau. 
He expects to commence the actual filming in 1924. 
‘Summer will be the best time of the vear to attempt 
rhotography, and midnight will be the time of day,’’ said 
Dr. Todd. ‘‘ Every night for six weeks, when the oppo- 
sition changes very little, Mars will swim through the 
field of our telescope. With luck, the size of the planet 
on the negative should be about that of a quarter, or 
at least of adime. To obtain this film a special mirror, 
slightly eoneave and as big as the drive wheel of a loco- 
motive and nearly as thick, will be set up at an angle 
of 45 degrees at the base of the telescope. It weighs 
tons. The camera, which has been specially constructed 
at.a coat of £600, will be placed at a point some 40 feet 


above and aimed down at 
the mirror. Parallel rays, ad ? : 
Aer 


infinite in number, pass 
through the focal point 
and are reflected in the 
mirror.”’ 
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GERMANY’S BID FOR THE FILM 


MARKETS OF 


THE WORLD, 


Following a Close Study of American Methods. 


NEW CAMPAIGN BACKED BY MUNICH BANKING COMPANIES. 


HAT Germany is making a strenuous bid for the film 
markets of the world goes without saying. It did 
not need the success of ** Passion ’’ (Du Barry) in 

America. to convince the German film magnates that the 
future of the industry, so far as the German product was 
concerned, lay in the adequate exploitation of the foreign 
markets. Much effort has recently been expended in the 
survey of the situation in America. German cmissaries, 
with that persistence and attention to detail that charac- 
terises. their business leaders, have been scouring the 
United States to ascertain conditions on the production 
side, the. class of story generally acceptable to the 
* fans,’’ and to collect first-hand information as to the 
methods of exploitation adopted in America. 


Bid for the American Market. 


The result is seen in the formation of a new concern, 
well organised and solidly financed by several banking 
companies in Munich, called ‘* the Emelka,’’ which wil 
manufacture pictures specially for the American market. 
The studios of the new company have been thoroughly 
Americanised, directors with American experience 
engaged, and international artistes will be secured to play 
lead. . American models and taste are to have strong 
representation, and elaborate preparations are being made 
to commence the campaign with the production of several 
super films on a gigantic scale. The first of these pictures 
is an adaptation of Macterlinck’s ‘‘ Monna Vanna ’’; the 
second will be a story of the Elizabethan period in 
England, and the third a modernised version of Lessing’s 
famous play, ‘‘ Nathan the Wise.’’ There is apparently 
no great hurry to exploit the American market. Having 
satisfied himself that he can command the attention of 
American buyers with these big films, the German pro- 
ducer will play the waiting game. The psychological 
moment will be determined in New York, where the 
German financial interests will be well represented. And 
once the picture is put over in the United States, the 
remaining countries that matter will, it is considered, fall 
an easy prey to the insistent demand for big pictures. 


Internal Conditions Bad. 

There is little doubt that the internal conditions in 
Germany with all its lending industrics are of the gravest 
nature. The film trade is no exception. Production costs 
have increased enormously. The exhibitor is almost taxed 
eut of existence, and is quite unable to meet the demand 
for higher rentals. The position is aptly described by 
W. Stephen Bush, who is contributing a serics of articles 
to the ‘* Motion Picture World,’? New York. One of the 
trade leaders in Germany, whose opinion is entitled to 
every credence, states that the motion picture industry is 
going through the gravest crisis of its history in Germany. 
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‘* T doubt,’’ said he, “‘ if more than two concerns will be 
able to weather the next six months. ‘Taxes are killing 
the exhibitor, who is in all seriousness intending to close 
his theatre at least during the summer season. I am 
sorry to say that relations between producers and exhi- 
hitors are most deplorable. The increase in the cost of 
production has forced us to increase our film rentals to a 
figure where exhibitors say they cannot follow us. We 
have so far been unable to close any contracts on the 
terms we are compelled to insist upon. As a result the 
whole industry is now living from hand to mouth, and 
the foreign markets ure our only hope. At best the domestic 
market never covers more than 50 per cent. of the cost of 
even a fair negative.” 


Hope of the Foreign Market. 


The hope of the foreign market is the one buoyant 
factor in German film production at the moment. ‘Lhe 
U.F.A., which has for a long period taken the leadiug 
position as manufacturers in Germany, and has also a 
lurge theatre interest in the big cities, is preparing for a 
new campaign to capture the American market. It also 
is about to launch an ambitious scheme of super pictures, 
of which more will be heard very soon. Another concern 
has just completed what it claims to be the biggest film 
ever made, entitled ‘* Dying Nations.’’ It deals with the 
questions whether the old European civilisation is aboub 
to puss away like other great systems of life and thought 
which have perished in the course of history. This picture 
will in all probability have an carly premiere in New York. 


Will They Succeed? 


How far German optimism will go in the bid for the 
foreign markets is hard to measure. In producing these 
big pictures, on a scale of some grandeur, they are un- 
doubtedly taking the lead in the world’s film production. 
But will they succeed in capturing the American markets ? 
Mr. Stephen Bush, who has examined the position on the 
spot, and whose opinion must carry great weight, thinks 
they will fail. He says: ‘‘ The Germans, including the 
film men, are industrious, well-disciplined and patient, 
and it has been said that they possess the gift of adaptmg 
themselves and their wares to the needs and views of the 
nations with which they want to trade. But the number 
of German films that will stand the American test for 
Bs picture entertainment will always be negligibly 
small. 

Whatever may happen in the immediate future, how- 
ever, there can be no doubt that Germany is putting forth 
a strong effort, adequately backed by the money magnates 
and its political heads, to capture the markets of the world. 
tae asx conditions may be, this must count for a great 
deal. 
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THE SCRIPT UPON 


THE SCREEN. 


Blemishes in the Sub-titles from Overseas, 
and their Cure. 


TLING the recent controversy as to the frequent or 
infrequent use of the sub-titie in the film, one 
aspect of the general subject which has escaped 

notice—or at least discussion—is the quality of the sub- 
title. as distinct from its quantity, for there ure few films 
in which the sub-titling is without blemish. 

There are many respects in which they fail. Oecasion- 
ally in a Continental film translitions are wooden, and 
presented in English insufficiently crisp to preserve the 
tenseness of the picture. Where this happens, the sensi- 
tive spectator is conscious of a sudden ‘* let-down ”’ from 
the esthetic heights to a lower and disappointing level. 
That the picturised story again carries on in an appealing 
way, and eventually succeeds in winning admiration, does 
not atone for the blemish, and its success is due to its own 
intrinsic worth, which enables it to overcome the verbal 
handicap imposed by the careless or rigid translator. 


EXAGGERATIONS AND SLANG. 

A fault of a similar kind, but diametrically opposite in 
its effect, is that to be found in many American films. 
Here the sub-title does not descend to the commonplace 

- and lifeless, but by a kind of verbal pyrotechnic disturb:; 
the tenor of the play, which ought to be gathering the 
attention of the beholder and leading to an emotional 
climax. It does this by a crackle and explosion which 
seems a deliberate interruption to the story being unfolded. 
Often the use of exaggerated slang terms, ugly and 
unhelpful, are responsible, needing the genius of the 
sympathetic translater far more than if the words were in 
a foreign tongue. An instance of this occurred in a film 
recently trade shown, where one of the characters was 
made to utter by means of the sub-title: ‘‘ She’s a dumb- 
dora—he’s a blaah.’’ Nobody denied it,—how could they ? 
* Guys ’’ and “ stiffs "’ and ‘* boobs,’’—but ** blaahs ""! 


TRANS-ATLANTIC EXPRESSIONS. 

There is yct another fault in the untranslated American 
sub-title which may account for the lack of sympathy with 
which some members of the teaching profession regard the 
photoplay. It is a point of view for which there is really 
little defence to be made, but quite recently a teacher was 
contradicted by a small pupil who had based her spelling 
of words upon the method adopted by the American sub- 
title. ‘‘ Thru’”’ for ‘‘ through ’’ springs most readily ‘to 
the mind in this connection, the use of one ‘*1’’ in 
*‘ travelling ’’ and words of that kind. ‘‘ I baven’t seen 
him in months ”’ instead of ‘‘ for months ’’ immediately 
brands a picture as American, and the use of “‘ raise ”’ 
instead of “rise.’’ *“‘ Are you going to stand for your 
kid? ’’ would mean in English ‘* Are you going to be his 
god-father? ’’ For the meaning which the American sub- 
title sought to convey, the substitution of *‘ by ”’ for 
‘* for’? would be necessary, or with slightly altered mean- 
ing ‘‘ stand up for your kid.” 


COLLOQUIALISMS. 

Of a different character is the use of terms perfectly 
admissible and thoroughly well understood in the country 
of origin, but which are out of place in England. <A recent 
instance was a description of a character as ‘‘ Stepping 
with Man of War.”’ Very few among an average onlooking 
in an English kinema know that Man of War is a famous 
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American racehoisc, but his fame, except in very limited 
circles, is unknown in this country. 


NOT ACCORDING TO COCKER. 

Now the whole of the before-mentioned blemishes _pro- 
cecd from the setting up of a different standard of speech 
and seript, and illustrate the extent to which a tongue 
becomes different when its users come under influences of 
differing environment, and are directed towards other 
kinds of outlook. (It is true that James Russell Lowell 
once claimed that the American dialect was the real 
English tongue, but as that claim appeared in the prose 
portion of ‘‘ The Biglow Vapers,’’ throughout the whole 
of which Lowell was pulling his readers’ legs, it is not 
Wise to attach too much importance to the claim.) There 
is yet one other blemish which is not the result of choice 
or fresh standards, and that is bad grammar in a sub-title. 
Bad grammar is not so frequently met with as slang, but 
when it is it marks the production as carelessly supervised. 
To you and I ’’ in a recent photoplay sub-title grates 
upon the sensitive as harshly us musical notes struck in 
discord. The split infinitive (‘ to speedily and unflinch- 
ingly avenge *’ as the phrase appeared recently) is no less 
a fault, although more frequently excused, but when-such 
a phrase as ‘* to whence he was returning ’’ ig shown upon 
the sereen, even the broad mind of the titler cannot be 
suggested ag an excuse. 


OVERSTRESSED SENTIMENT. 

Two other important blemishes are those of pretentivus- 
ness and sentimentality. It is possible to aim at grandeur 
and achieve merely pretentiousness, and to aim at pathos 
and merely reach as far as sentimentality. How these are 
to be avoided, except by ruthless rejection of anythin, 
which does not reach a high literary standard it is 
impossible to say. This does not mean that sub-uities 
should be couched in stilted, academic English. Heaven 
forbid! To do this would be worse than leaving them as 
they are. But these two faults are noticeable principally 
in films which emanate from the other side, and are a 
compliment to the thing aimed at but not achieved. 


DIFFERENT STANDARDS. 

An instance of this difference was to be noted in the 
news columns of the daily Press this week. A passenger 
upon an American liner, when an accident had caused a 
mild panic among the voyagers, gave his impressions to a 
reporter upon reaching America. He held an important 
judicial position in the States, and told his story clearly 
and concisely, as one of his profession might be expected 
todo. Then, after describing the confusion on board, he 
went on: ‘' Suddenly the voice of a beautiful woman was 
heard,’’ ete. Such a sentence the Briton perceives 
intuitively to be unreal. The vcice of a beautiful woman 
is not necessarily different from that of a plain woman, 
and the adjective is just ‘‘ sob ’’ inserted for the sake of 
pathos. Similarly one finds the American sub-title, in sts 
endeavour to achieve pathos, making just that sort of 
mistake, introducing an unreal word to embellish the 
sentence. 

The cure for the unsatisfactory sub-title from overseas 
is the submission of the whole of the sub-title matter to 
an English editor, who would alter the sentences where 
necessary, so that no expression would sound strange to 
British cars nor appear foreign to British eves. 
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SIR WILLIAM JURY BREAKS SILENCE, 


And gives his Reasons for leaving the Kinematograph 


Renters’ 


accepted Sir William Jury’s invitation to luncheon at 

the Queen’s Hotel, Birmingham, last week, to mest 
Mr. Mareus Loew, the principal of the Metro Co. The speeches 
were notable for some plain speaking by both the distinguished 
visitors, Sir William explaining for the first time in public the 
reason why he withdrew from the K.R.S. 


Not Playing Cricket. 

Assuring those present that his main idea was to talk to his 
friends in a sincere manner, Sir William Jury declared that he 
had no desire to take all the money out of the exhibitors. He 
knew they had difficulties to face, but renters also had their 
difficulties, some of which they deserved. Quite plainly he 
desired to say that he had withdrawn from the Renters’ Society 
for the reason that they were not playing cricket with the 
exhibitors. He had never made that public before, but it was 
a fact that he had withdrawn from the society because he knew 
certain things were being done that he did not approve of, and 
he had challenged some of his fellow-members about them. 
He had built up his business because he knew he lrad the good- 
will of the people on the other side of the fence—the exhibitors. 
He would not approve of anything that was unfair to them. 


A REPRESENTATIVE gathering of Midland exhibitors 


Curing the Ills of the Trade. 

Those who had their money invested in it, or whose livelihood 
was obtained in it, should unite in trying to do their utmost to 
build up the trade and see that it was carried on in a way credit- 
able to the whole of the trade throughout the United Kingdom. 
There were people who were for ever crying down the trade. 
Some had grievances and some had jealousies, but why should 
the exhibitors and the renters be parties to those things or 
even tolerate them? They should use their organisation, the 
C.E.A., to cure some of the ills from which they suffered. Sir 
William urged them to find a leader to lead them avainst certain 
hindrances to progress that still existed. 


Better Films and Earlier Releases. 
Sir William Jury spoke with optimism about the future. They 
might not have times like 1919-1920, but they would have normal 


Society. 


times. If they were to be in a position to build up the trade 
they must have better theatres and better films. The lay Press 
had not been tov kind to the trade, He realised the importance 
of the lay Press criticising films which were trade shown possibly 
18 months before release. All that publicity was lost, however, 
and they must have earlier releases, even if they had to pay a 
little more tor their films. 

Introducing Mr. Marcus Loew, Sir William declared that their 
guest had a scheme which weuld prove advantageous to the 
whole trade. 


Marcus Loew's Advice. 

Mr. Marcus Loew, who was heartily received, dealt with the 
late release question. He believed that the picture business had 
not advanced during the past two years, and that it warranted 
the showing of better and newer pictures. He was more 
convinced of that than he was when he first arrived over here. 
He wanted them to believe in his sincerity. Te did not come 
here to sell pictures, but he hoped he might vive exhibitors some 
advice, because he was looked upon in America as the father 
of the industry. He suggested that he might take up the subject 
of releasing newer pictures with the other producers in America, 
and if the other men would not come into the scheme he would 
run it himself. Of course, the subject bristled with difficulties, 
but in spite of these he would vo on with his idea. 


Good Business, not Philanthropy. 

He was sorry his sincerity had been questioned, when he had 
not had time to prove this. He did not tackle the problem 
because he wanted to be a philanthropist, but because he could 
see it would be good business. The British market meant a 
great deal to the American industry, and they could not afford 
to lose it. The exhibitors had to have pietures that would bring 
back their patrons, and the producers must help them with 
newer and better releases. The producers had something 
terrible to look forward to if they did not step in and help the 
other sections of the trade. There must be 100 per cent. 
co-operation all round. 


FILM STUNT THAT PROVED 
FATAL. 


A Pearl White Substitute’s Mistake. 


FILM actor, deputising for Miss Pearl White in the per- 
formance of a dangerous feat, was killed by falling from 
the elevated railway structure in New York. 

The actress was supposed to be escaping from villains who 
had pursued her to the top of a motor omnibus. At this 
moment the vehicle passed under the elevated railway, which 
was only six feet above the roof of the omnibus, She was supposed 


to catch a steel beam as the omnibus passed under it and swing 
herself to safety. 


All but the last part of the episode had been acted by Miss 
Pearl White herself. For the dangerous feat of leaping from the 
omnibus a man, dressed in the actress’s costume and wearing a 
similar blonde wig, took the part. He missed his hold of the 
girder, fell nearly thirty feet into the roadway, and was killed 
instantly. 


Google 


FROM DRAPERY MANAGER TO 
FILM MAGNATE. 


7 HEN the history of film production is written some 
W romantic stories will be told of the early history of 
film magnates. Most of them struggled through from 

* poverty street’? to positions where they can afford to take 
life casy. But the soft life is not for Curl Laemmle, president 
of Universal. He is now a millionaire, and comands a staft 
of producers, artistes, and employees in exchanges all over the 
world to the number of eight thousand. In 1906 he was manager 
of a little drapery shop in a small American town, and having 


_held that position for eleven years, he and his wife between them 


saved the sum of three thousand dollars—in English about £900, 

Convinced that the future lay not in drapery, he went to 
Chicago’ dud opencd a little building for the showing of motion 
pictures, Then he came in conflict with the film producers. It 
was a long strugele, and held many disappointments. He made 
a fortune and lost it, started again and made another fortune. 
Hfe now owns Universal City, and controls it without assistance, 
dictation, or interference from capitalists, and he is one of the 
very few film magnates who is independent of Wall Street. 
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OUR NEW NORTHERN REPRESENTATIVE. 


Wm. Hy. Huish, late Organising Secretary of the C.E.A., 
joins “ The Film Renter's” 
Manchester Staff. 


AN 
plea- 


- 5] EK have 
~ W sure in 
announc- 
ing that Mr. Wm. Hy. 
Huish, late Orga- 
nising Secretary of 
the C.E.A., has 
joined the Northern 
staff of THe Fit 
RenTER in order that 
Wwe may be in a 
position to pay an 
increasing amount 
of attention to al! 
matters connected 
with the industry in 
that territory. Mr. 
J. A. Gartell will 
continue to act as 
manager of our 
Northern office at 2, 


— 


J John Dalton Street. 

: ae Manchester, and will 
Wm. Hy. Hvetsn. deal more or less 
exclusively with 


trade matters, whereas Mr. Huish, who by reason of the 
various official appointments he has held, and continues 
to hald, is in close touch with the exhibiting side of the 
business, will chiefly devote attention to that side of the 
industry, and will write weekly upon matters affecting 
the interests of exhibitors throughout the Northern 
territory. 


OUR IMPARTIALITY. 


Tue Firm Renter has always endeavoured to observe 
the strictest impartiality in all matters connected with 
the trade, and it will continue its policy of showing 
neither fear nor favour to any section of the industry in 


IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT. 


the future, observing a studiously fair and impartial 
attitude to exhibitors and renters alike, and striving to 
serve all showmen, whether members of the C.E.A. or of 
the C.P.M.A.—or of neither—equally well. | No man in 
the North of Kngland is better able to gauge the needs 
and requirements of the average exhibitor in that terri- 
tory more accurately, or with greater possibility of doing 
him a real service, than Mr. Huish. 


MR. HUISH’S ABILITY. 


He is a man of many parts. | His untiring energy, and 
acknowledged ability as organiser, speaker:and writer, 
had much to do with the success of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors’ Association in the North of England in years 
past, and he is now throwing himself into the task of 
establishing the C.P.M.A., the territorial proprietors’ 
and managers’ association, with the same enthusiasm as 
of cld. This work will not in any way interfere with 
or affect the position Mr. Huish has now accepted on the 
staff cf Tuk Irina Renter. So far as the recording of 
news concerning the entire exhibiting interest in his 
territory is concerned, he will have an absolutely free 
hand, and place will be found in these columns for ; his 
comments on all matters of interest to showmen in what- 
ever part of the Northern area to which his work may 
take him. The first of his contributions will appear-next 


week. 
We have many developments in view which will 
materially strengthen, and add_ increased interest 


and vaiue to our Northern news section, and these. we 
shall hope to announce in the near future, and from time 
to time, as Mr. Huish perfects his arrangements, and as 
the occasion may arise. 

All communications intended for the personal attention 
of Mr. Huish, so far as it affects his work for this journal, 
should in future be addressed to that gentleman at our 
Northern offices: 2, John Dalton Street, Manchester, 
when they will have immediate consideration and reply. 


RADIO SOLVES A PROBLEM. 

IRECTING film crowds demands the presence of the 
producer at the most awkward points, and at 
inconvenient moments. —_ Mspecially troublesome 

is it when the director also plays the leading réle, as did 
Stroheim, the director and principal player in the 
Universal super-jewel, ‘‘ Foolish Wives.’? Stroheim, 
who commanded an army of artistes and supers, which 
at various times numbered from two to five thousand, and 
who was also responsible for directing the army of 
artisans engaged in the erection and decoration of the 
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wonderful reproduction of Monte Carlo, solved the 
problem of being in two places at once, so I am told, by 
enlisting the aid of the newest invention, radio-telephone 
broadcasting. By establishing sending and_ receiving 
stations at Universal City, at Monterey on the coast, and 
other strategical points, he was enabled to get into per- 
sonal contact with every branch of his activities. | Radio 
broadeasting has been used for business purposes for some 
time, but it is claimed for Stroheim that he was the first 
motion picture director to use wireless in controlling 
picture crowds. 
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TOO REMINISCENT OF REALITY. 


“The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse” one of the most 


Elaborate Productions ever seen on the Screen. 


But 


Too Realistic for Entertainment Purposes. 


If wonderful spectacle showing all the horrors of war, and the devastating 
effects wrought by ruthless devilry, be the sort of entertainment for which 


* 


the British public is pining, it is to be found in this picture. 


INCENTE BLASCO IBANEZ’S novel, ‘‘ The Four Horse- 
V men of the Apocalypse,” enjoyed an immense 
vogue in America, and we can well understand that a 

film version of this war story would prove equally popular on 
the other side of the Atlantic, for without question the picture 


has 


sé 


SceNE From ‘* THE Focr HorseMex or THE APOCALYPSE.” 
which Rex Ingram has made of it is of its kind almost without 
peer. It is one of the most elaborate. and realistic productions 
ever seen upon the screen, 


AN ANTI-WAR SERMON. 


But this stated, and we are full of the most enthusiastic 
admiration for ihe film as « film, we still have to confess that 
we are in a quandary when regarding it from the entertainment 
point of view. Judged as propaganda, pure and simple, we 
have no hesitation in describing ** The Four Horsemen ’’ as 
the most powerful sermon ever preached against war, and as 
the most impressive <iatribe ever penned or pictured of the 
ruthiess barbarities cf many cf the combatants in the recent 
cataclysmic world upheaval. But spectacle even though it 
be of the most realistic. nerve shaking, and impressive kind, 
does not of necessity make for good entertainment, un.ess it 


he backed up by a strong huran story. 


A RECORD OF INHUMANITY. 


No one who saw the picture at the London Palace Theatre 
on Monday evening, where Marcus Loew opened a season, can 


say in truth that the story of ‘* The Four Horsemen ”’ 
is human, for that jis just what it is not. On the 
contrary, it is the most damning and complete record 
in pictures of inhumanity, barbarity, devilry and vandal. 
ism ever displayed in moder warfare, and from this 
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p int of view we can conceive that it would serve as an in- 
valuable instrument of propaganda in the hands of the League 
ct Nations. War, with all its horrors, piled thick and fast one 
upon the other, is presented in all its naked, ghastly truth. It 
is ali very wonderful, very impressive—up to a point—and one 
marvels at the extracrdinary realism which the producer 
inanages to impart to the incidents he crowds upon the canvas. 
Indeed, one finds it difficult at times to recall to mind that 
what one sees upon the sereen is but a reproduction of the 
awful thing pictured, so real is the impression created, so 
actual the acting, so complete the seenes, so like the mimic¢ 
muulitming to the actuality of the life of hell our men and others 
were called upon to cndure during that awful four and a half 
years of human torture. 


A WONDERFUL SPECTACLE. 


Tf wonderful spectacle, realism near akin to life, and the 
devastating effects wrought by ruthless devilry be the sort of 
entertainment for which the British public is pining, then 
* The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse “is the most wonder- 
ful entertainment, the most extraordinary spectacle, and the 
mmost moving drama cver seen upon the screen, and ever likely 
to be seen in the kinema theatres of this country. As a piece 
of sheer sensationalism, based on history, it is unbeatable. But 
despite the fact that this very element may, and probably will, 
attract many of the more curious among the publie, we still 
doubt whether it will succeed to any great extent in providing 
entertainment cf any kind for the average picture-goer. 


HEART-RENDING DRAMA. 


A drama if most assuredly is of the most dramatic, heart- 
rending character, but this very quality, and the tears it must 
induce when are recalled and realised all that our dead heroes 
had to face, and fight, and forfeit in order that England might 
live, will defeat the end the producer had in view. For none 
who sit through this undeniably great picture can leave the 
theatre with a feeling of enjoyment, and of having had a 
pleasant evening's entertainment. Presentation—of the right 
kind—can, it is true, materially help to soften the stark ruth- 
of the theie—and we pay willing tribute to the 
splendid way in which the picture was presented ‘at the Palace 
theatre—but the finest music in the world, added to perfect 
singing and projection, cannot alter the fact that the subject 
dealt with is one which most people would willingly torget. 

A great, a wonderful picture ‘‘ The Four Horsemen ”’ certainly 
is, but we do not pretend to advise exhibitors whether or no 
they should book it. They—and only they—can, in such case, 
pass judgment upon it, and decide whether they think it suit- 
able for the particular audience for which they cater. We can 
only say that if they decide to do so, they will find ample 
material wherewith to exploit it to the fullest possible extent. 
They must see and judge the film for themselves. L.W. 
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A PICTURE WITH A VITAL THEME. 


Screen Version of “A Bill of Divorcement” proves 
One of the Best Ideal Films yet made. 


A picture that will fill kinemas wherever shown, for it deals with 


a theme that will arouse discussion among all sorts and 


conditions of men and women. 


HERE are some plays which lend themselves far more 
T effectively to treatment and presentation upon the 
sereen than upon the stage. ‘‘A Bill of Divorcement ”’ 

is assuredly of the number. Denison Clift’s production of this 


popular play, as trade shown at the Marble Arch Pavilion on 
Tuesday morning 


BD? 


is immeasurably finer and more expansive as 


ScENE FRoM ‘‘A Bitt or DrvorcEMENT.”’ 

a picture than as a play—Clemence Dane, the author, has bu'ne 
witness to this fact—and we do not hesitate to describe it «as 
one of the finest films Ideal have ever given us—in many 
respects it is the best picture they have yet turned out. We 
say this with a full recollection of the many beautiful and 
eminently successful offerings this company has given the trade 
in the past. 


A GREAT PROBLEM. 

As a play ‘‘A Bill of Divorcement ’’ has a story which would 
require a lot of beating for strong and sustained human interest. 
But the theme is one that calls for exceptionally nice and 
careful handling, above all for brilliant acting, for the subject, 
though conceived on a high moral plane, is not a pleasant one. 
It deals with a problem that faces many thousands of people 
in this country to-day, and answers in the only practical and 
human way the question which it sets: What is tc become of 
the partner in a domestic alliance when the other one is con- 
demned by medical opinion to a life of eternal incarceration 
owing to mental trouble? A Bill of Divorcement which gives 
the unhappy partner freedom to marry again after a specified 
period is the answer provided by the author to the problem, 
and the play shows how, in certain circumstances, this very 
freedom of action may affect the future welfare and happiness 
of the parties to the dissolved contract. 


WILL APPEAL TO AN IMMENSE PUBLIC. 
Here is a story which comes home with exceptional force to 


every man and woman, Its incidents are such that they may 
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It deals with a vital 
problem that may conceivably affect any one of us. It touches 
the home life of the nation, the happiness of the multitude; it 
deals with a question and offers a solution of it which, if adopted, 
would remove a source of eternal unhappiness to many thousands 
of married! people who are to-day tied to a partner who is 
mentally deranged, and never likely to again play a part in the 
world of affairs. Such a theme obviously has an immense public 
appeal if properly handled and is presented with the necessary 
dramatic force aud power. In this respect producer and artistes 
score an Situations that bristle with 
difficulties in ‘‘A Bill of Divorcement,’’ and are full of pitfalls 
for the unwary, are overcome and bridged with a; brilliance of 
handling and acting that are beyond praise. No film play of 
recent months has presented a more dramatically human story 
than this, and no acting has surpassed in artistry the fine work 


well happen to any married couple. 


emphatic success, 


which contributes so materially to its immense success. 


A BRILLIANT CAST. 


Naturally, the film scores over the stage play in its freedom 
of treatment of the subject and in the air of expansiveness which 
marks the development of the action. We see scenes that are 
only talked of on the stage; we visit localities only mentioned 
casually in passing. This adds considerably to the general 
effectiveness of the movement of the action, and of the acting 
itself. And here we have to record a word of high appreciation 
of the judgment displayed by Denison Clift in his selection of 
As constituted it is one of the most brilliant and well- 
balanced conglomerations of talent seen in a British film, and 
including, as it does, two of the original creators of the parts, 
two of the most accomplished women stars, and a host of other 
clever people, it would be difficult indeed to improve in any 
single instance upon the choice made. The two outstanding 
parts are those of Fay Compton and Constance Binney, as 
Margaret Fairfield and her daughter, Svdney. Of the former 
we cannot speak too highly. Her range of facial expression, 
her graceful movement, and the restraint with which she plays 
in scenes which might well tempt a less experienced artiste to 
melodramatic action call for the utmost praise; and the way 
in which she co-operates with Constance J3inney in a part of 
equal magnitude and importance is creditable to both, for each 
has a strong and marked personality which is made to blend 
perfectly, to the advantage of every scene in which they appear 
together. Constance Binney is altogether delightful as the 
young daughter of the woman who ultimately divorces her 
husband after ten years’ incarceration in an asylum, where 
he is pronounced incurable, in order that she may marry again. 
This young American actress fully justifies her choice for so 
important a part, and the directors of the Ideal Company are 
to be felicitated upon their enterprise in bringing over so 


a cust. 


cultured and accomplished an artiste to add brilliance to an 
already brilliant cast. It is to be hoped that, having done sc 
well in her first British film, Miss Constance Binney may 
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LOOKING BACKWARDS—A “TEN. YEARS’ 


AGO” 


TRADE SHOW. 


A Successful “Rag ”—And a Capital Object Lesson. 


(By our Leeds Correspondent.) 


XHIBITORS in Yorkshire have just gone back ten years, 
and found it very entertaining. They gathered at the 
handsome new Majestic Theatre, Leeds, and were given 

a taste of Majestic quality when the orchestra, including that 
glorious organ, opened out with the Raymond overture. Then 
the throw-back! The orchestra lights went out. The organist 
left his seat, lurched across to the piano, struck a match, lit 
a candle, and stuck it on the piano-top. Then Mr. Harry 
Davidson did his durnedest with the kevs—an excellent imitation 
of the moving picture piano-puncner of ten years age. 


A Topsy-Turvy Heroine. 

On flashed the title of the picture, ‘‘ Going Straight,’’ and 
then came the moving drama of a heroine's fight to keep her 
man straight—and it came on upside down. King Baggot and 
Mary Pickford having been set upon their feet, the audience 
was treated to a couple of breaks and one or two ‘t racks” 
cust in at intervals, considered by the promoters of the event 
to be most inopportune and annoying. As a matter of fact the 
operators were not ** Going Straight,’? and the players were 
svon going upside down again—a piece of film, manipulated with 
the promptness and skill of 1912, the year in which this picture 
was made, was joined up topsy-turvy, and so once again Mary 
did her plea-ing on her head. 


The Piano Puncher. 


Having been corrected, she continued her fight for her man 
avainst the handicap of a piano-thumping barrage from which 
the audience only gained relief when the pianist’s cigarette 
went out, and he struck matches on the top of the piano and 
lit up again preparatory to another unnerving onslaught. The 
music chosen, of course, was ‘‘ all wrong.’ It was worthy of 
Puddletown Picture Palladium at 9-55 p.m. on a Saturday night 
of the year indicated. 

Changing the Spool. 
‘* Going Straight ’ ran its crooked course to the end of the 


first reel, and then this news was flashed—more or less—on to 
the screen by a rickety, cracked slide: 


OxeE MINUTE FOR CHANGE OF spooL. SWEETS AND 
CHOCOLATES CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE 


ATTENDANTS. 


A Successfut Rag. 


When the second reel entered upon its crazy way—but let 
the foregoing suffice. It was all a. very pleasing: and immensely 
successful exhibition, organised by Mr. Ben Dade, European 
Motion Pictures’ Yorkshire manager, and admirably carried 
out by Mr. Harry Davidson and other co-operators on’ the staff 
of the Majestic Theatre, to convey to Yorkshire exhibitors the 
possibilities of this dug-out picture of the unknown Mary 
Picktord of 1912. It was a highly successful affair, and has 
added materially to the value of the picture. 

Already it was a novelty with a distinct interest to the public 
because it showed the Mary of ten years ago and enabled patrons 
to make comparisons, Add the picture house effects of ten years 
avo, and a highly amusing attraction is created, Fvery exbibitor 
can put this picture over and increase materially the enjoyment 
of his program, especially if he further follows the lead of the 
trade show hy taking care that the orchestra afterwards resumes 
at the height of its power by way of emphasising the changes 
of the intervening years and the artistic standard of the well- 
managed picture show of to-day. 


A Striking Contrast. 


The Majestic orchestra created a wonderful contrast by way 
of introduction to the succeeding feature picture— The 
Storm '—which had a rich reception. 

This was a trade show to remember. One hopes that the 
capital object lesson will not have been lost, and that none 
of the effects achieved ‘ fell on stony ground.’’ It was all an 
apt and illmminative illustration of what might be. I ean see 
some thoughtful and progressive exhibitor putting the film over 
as a ** Ten Years Ago Movie Show,’ and borrowing the trade 
show exhibition almost in its entirety. 


(Continued jrom previous page.) 


be persuaded to remain in this country and to permanently 
identify herself with the Enulish industry. 


MALCOLM KEEN’S FINE ACTI NG. 


Perhaps the most difficult part in the play is that of Hilary 
Fairfield, the newly-inade husband who, in mortal fear of losing 
the affection of his young wife, loses his reason when the Bill 
of Divercement becomes law, Here Maleolm Keen achieves one 
ot the wreat acting successes of the piece. A rdle of exceptional 
difficulty, Mr. Keen not only repeats the brilliant performance 
he wave in the original stage performance, but adds to his laurels 
by proving that he can be as thoroughly at home before the 


Google 


camera as before the footlights. His representation of the effect 
which the gradual advance of the malady has upon an already 
highly strung temperament, and the ultimate snapping of the 
cord, is as fine a piece of work as we have seen upon the screen. 
Mr. Fewilass Llewellyn, as the parson, is also excellent in his 
original part, whilst others who contribute to the general success 
are) Henry Vibart, as the Doctor (a fine piece of character 
acting), Henry Victer, as Gray Meredith, and Dora Gregory, as 
the old-tashioned aunt ever ready with an appropriate Scriptural 
quetation To justify her actions. 

“A Bill of Divoreement "is a film that will fill the picture 
hous.s wherever it is shown, for it deals with a theme that will 
arouse discussion ameng all sorts and conditions of men and 
women,—L.W. 
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GRIPPING STORY OF THE GRAND 
CANYON. 


Aerial Thrills and Sensational Exploits in the Fox 
| Production “Sky High.” 


Tom Mix seen to Great Advantage in a series of thrills. 
Wonderful Scenes and Pictures of the 


Canyon Valley, 


ILLIAM FOX has given us few program pictures 
W recently of such a pleasing and effective character as 
“Sky High,’’ as shown to the trade on Monday last. 

With the fine background of the Canyon Valley, one of the 
great beauty spots of Colorado, with its high and rugged peaks, 
and its mighty chasm of some 283 miles in length, a story is 
unfolded which affords the star performer an unequalled oppor- 


ScENE FROM ‘‘Sky HicuH.”’ 


tunity of showing some remarkably daring exploits. The highest 
peak of the Canyon Valley is over 9,000 feet above the level, 
whilst the estimated depth of the giant chasm is at places not 
less than 6,000 feet. The rock foundations of the chasm are 
singularly beautiful, and, indeed, the grandeur of the scenery 
throughout the production is remarkable. 


THE INACCESSIBLE RETREAT. 

The story deals with the attempts made to smuggle Chinese 
emigrants into the United States against the law, and the un- 
desirables were first taken to the Canyon Valley, which provided 
a safe hiding place. It was the duty of Grant Newbury, emigra- 
tion inspector, to track the smugglers, the head of which, 
Fraser, was a daring and successful schemer. Newbury suc- 
eceded in gaining admission to the camp of the outlaws as a 
recruit, and soon was in a position to deal with the smugglers 
and their chief. Fraser was the guardian of Estelle Holloway, 
who had completed her course at a seminary at Chicago and 
was awaiting the summons to come out to him. But she was 
put off from time to time, and finally decided to go without 
further ado. Fistelle arrives at the Canyon about the same time 
as Newbury, and, losing her way on the slopes, she is rescued 
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by the inspector and carried to safety. Meanwhile, the identity 
of Newbury is discovered and he has a warm time at the camp,. 
but escapes with his life, and Estelle is captured by the gang. 
Newbury returns by aeroplane, captures the gang, and rescues 
the girl. He agrees to allow Fraser to inform Estelle that he is- 
going away on a long business trip, and the lovers are happily 
united. 


THRILLS AND SENSATIONS. 


The preduction is full of really effective thrills and sensations... 
The final scenes, in which the hero returns to the rescue in an 
aeroplane and flies through the rugged peaks and treacherous 
air-pockets of the Canyon, and finally drops from the ‘plane to- 
the river, are of quite the hair-raising description. The leap- 
of eleven feet across the famous chasm 2,000 fect deep, the 
climbing of the perpendicular cliff on a rope, the daring exploits 
on horseback on the steep trails, are but a few of the many 
sensational stunts perfornied by the star, and done with an ease 
that could not possibly minimise the great danger involved to: 
lite and limb. For daring and ingenuity it would be hard to 
beat this picture. The stunts are, to a large extent, real and 
convincing and constitute a very brilliant achievement by the 
producer and his staff. 


WONDERFUL SCENIC EFFECTS. 


We have previously mentioned the grandeur of the scenery. 
Few spots on the earth's surface have aroused such intense 
interest as the Grand Canyon of the Colorado River, for its 
beauty and magnificence. Indeed, the marvellous effect of such 
beautiful surroundings would lift the most insignificant story 
into prominence. it dominates the entire production, and lifts 
ie to a very high plane by its simple but grand scenic beauty. 
A word is duc here to the superb photography, and the artistic 
treatment, as a whole, of a most difficult achievement. 


STUNTS AS A FINE ART. 


Tom Mix has never been seen to better advantage than in 
this picture. He makes the boast that all his stunts are the 
real thing and no fake; he certainly performs some very daring 
feats, and the great tribute to his ability and daring is that 
they ring true to the critic. They are convincing. You know, 
as an instance, that he actually climbed to the cliff by means 
of a rope and descended the same way, and in his other daring 
exploits the observer knows that it is the star who is doing them, 
not a substitute. Mr. Mix had excellent support in Eva Novak. 
who played Estelle with intelligent interest, and in Sidney 
Jordan, who was highly effective as Bates. ‘ Sky High” is: 
sure of a popular reception in the kinemas. 
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A BRIGHT HEPWORTH COMEDY. 


“Tit for Tat,’ with its delightful Comedy Situations 


and 


Sound Acting, is a Certain Winner. 


Another acceptable picture from the Hepworth studios, in every way up to 


the excellent standard of the Edwards series. 


Bright, 


exhilarating, and full of laughs. 


EDWARDS is one of the few film-makers who 


ENRY 
can shoulder the responsibilities of production and, at 


the same time, play lead. 
of directing a picture must occupy the whole, undivided attention 
of any preducer, and it is perhaps right in principle that the 
director 
responsibilities. 
Donald Crisp may be regarded as one. 


As a tule, the arduous work 


should be entirely free from personal acting 
There are, of course, exceptions, but these are 


few. And Henry 


Scexe From ‘t Tit For Tar."’ 


Edwards, judged on his work of the past five years, most 
certainly stands out as a most capable and efficient actor- 
producer, and in comedy parts an actor of infinite resource and 
ability. He combines the two with rare genius, and it doubtless 
is for this reason that the Edwards series of the Hepworth photo- 
plavs have always been so popular with the British kinema 
public. In ‘ Tit for Tat,’ an original story by Jessie J. 
Robertson, shown to the London trade on Wednesday, Mr. 
Edwards has given us a picture quite up to his best standards, 
and one which will win popularity wherever it is shown, 


AN IRRESPONSIBLE COMEDY. 

There is not much story, and, indeed, there is no pretence at 
any dramatic values. It is, purely and simply, a series of comedy 
situations encircling the adventures of a young bachelor in 
London. Roger, short-sighted and musical, was left an annuity 
of £1,009 a vear and a big house in Bloomsbury, with the 
stipulation that he must occupy the house. So he left his aunt 
in th» country, and took up residence in ‘‘ the great smoke.”’ 
His experiences, with housekeepers were appalling. And then 
came Pegzy, whose pretty face often caused her inconvenience 
in situations where the men-folk predominated. But Pegey 
determined to take no further risks in this respect, and when 
she was engaged by Roger for the position of housekeeper she 
was Miss Smith, of uncertain age, and amply disguised by 
means of a wig, a bonnet, and a_ cloak. toger, returning 
unexpectedly one week-end, found the sot disant Miss Smith 
(or rather Pegev) in the guise of a beautiful young woman of 
the period, and instantly fell in love with her. Peggy confessed 
that she was the niece of the housekeeper, and in a series of 
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bewildering scenes she was first the aunt and then the niece, 
until at last Roger discovered the deception, made violent love 
to aunty, and insisted on marrying her, to the consternation 
of the lady, who did not relish acting a part for the rest of 
her lite. But everything comes right in the end, and the big 
house is managed in the one and only sensible way—with a 
wife! 


FINE CHARACTERISATION. 

The picture is full of good things. One of its most prominent 
recommendations is the excellent all-round acting and fine 
characterisation. Henry Edwards has a congenial part in Roger, 
who, steeped in his musical studies, never knew what worry 
meant until he started his bachelor career with a housekeeeper. 
His comedy touches throughout are all very delightful, and it 
may safely be said that this effort is quite the best of many 
artistic presentations. Chrissy White is also seen to great 
advantage in the part of Peggy. She is charming always, 
whether as the stately, elderly housckeeper or as the more 
lively, up-to-date maiden. It is altogether a very finished per- 
formance, and will add materially to Miss White’s laurels. The 
stars are very ably supported by a fine acting cast. Standing 
out like a beacon is the little character sketch of Mary Brough 
as Gladys Mary Slatterly, the housekeeper with the musical 
soul, It is certainly very funny, but withal an exceedingly 
clever caricature. Gwynne Herbert, Fileen Dennes, and Annie 
Esmond complete a very capable cast. 


EXCELLENT COMEDY. 

The picture is excellently produced. Indeed, Mr. Edwards is 
entitled to considerable praise for good, sound production 
methods, as well as for his very fine acting. There-is--not a 
dull moment in the whole screening. There is not a scene 
which is unduly prolonged or dragged in any way. And the 
humour is spontaneous and unforced. It is excellent comedy 
and, 4s a sequence, attractive entertainment. There are many 
good and hearty laughs in the picture, and it should have an 
enthusiastic reception when it reaches the kinemas next March. 


Garden of Amours. 


Blazing beauty of the World’s one 
Paradise—Palm-shaded Garden of 
Amours—Far-famed Marble Casino— 


Café de 
sheltering visions of lovely, languorous 


Paris—Sun-drenched terraces 


women—Dashing soldiers of fortune— 


All you dreamed of, longed for, hoped 


for—Here is a_ Real 
trip to Monte Carlo— 
Take it—Go! Gamble, 


talk French 
Be a real sport—Thrills 


make Love, 


galore ! 


Watch for “‘ FOOLISH WIVES.” 
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FINE SEA 


STORY OF STORM AND 


TEMPEST. 


Hobart Bosworth Production, 


“The Sea Dog,” A Realistic 


Drama of the Sea. 


A Tale of Smashing Seas, Mutiny, and Thrille—A Whiff 
of the Briny, with a Strong 
Salt Flavour. 


DVENTURES of sea life are always attractive to picture- 
A goers. There is something in the sea which appeals 
strongly to the human element, and refreshes one with 

the breath of the salt air. In: this picture, ‘*‘ The Sea Dog,” 
presented by Ideal to the trade last week, we have a strong 
drama of the Arctic scas, with quite a number of realistic sea 


' Scene From ‘‘ THE SEa' Doa.”’ 


scenes, a fine setting showing the harpooning of the whale, a 
tremendous storm with the gale swept seas, and a rescue which 
forms'a fitting climax ‘to an effective story. Some really wonder 
ful long shots df sea seenery have been secured, which, combined 
with a vivid theme and fast action, will make the offering a 
first-class attraction. 


STRONG AND SALTY STORY. 


The story is strong and salty, with some good and hard fights— 
a tale of a strong man domineering: his fellows. John Nelson, 
captain of the whaling boat, The Lair, of rough hand and tongue, 
sailed: the broad seas in search of whales and blubber. <A 
hardened specimen of humanity, feared by all his crew, and 
known as ‘* The Sea Dog.’’ But twenty years ago he was on 


the threshold of a happy realisation of life, and a loving wife 
filled all his thoughts. For the little one that was expected 
promised domestic happiness and all the joy of living. But on 
his return from his voyage he discovered to his dismay that the 
wife upon whom he had centred all his thoughts had gone away, 
never to return. The embittered man returned to his boat, 
and for many years nursed revenge in his heart. Then comes 
the turning point in the life of despair. Tom Walton, a society 
outcast, joints the crew, and, in the mutiny that follows on the 
high seas, proves his worth. On a lonely island off the beaten 
track is discovered a young girl, a child of nature, in company 
with an old man, the only survivors of a wreck sixteen years 
avo. They Were taken aboard and cared for, but when Nelson 
discovered that Blossom was the child of his own wife, all his 
frenzied hatred was centred on her. In the great storm which 
followed the strong man discovers that the girl is his own child, 
that the unfortunate mother was abducted by a former lover, 
taken on the disastrous vovage, and ended her life on the island. 
When the truth flashed upon him the captain made the splendid 
rescue of Blossom from the rocks, and the subsequent events, 
including Tom’s declaration of love for Blossom, led to happiness. 


EVERY INCH A SAILOR. 


Hobart Bosworth, as the hard, rugged, and grizzled captain, 
has a congenial part, and is every inch a sailor. Indeed, in 
this class of character, Bosworth has few equals and no superiors 
on the screen. Of massive build, six feet in height, and a fine 
amateur boxer, he has all the characteristics of the stern, 
unrelenting Viking sea kings who first fought the seas in the 
interests of commerce. It was a most realistic portrayal of a 
very fine part, and in the fighting scenes the great strength of 
the actor was seen to advantage. He was well supported by a 
strong cast, and, indeed, the acting on the whole reached a 
high plane. Bessie Love was attractive and pleasing as the 
unsophisticated maiden, and carried through quite a number of 
physical stunts connected with the part. Emory Johnson was 
excellent as Tom Walton, the waster, who made good among the 
rough surroundings of the whaling boat. The other characters 
gave adequate support. 


REMARKABLY FINE SEA SETTINGS. 


The production undoubtedly stands out in its very beautiful 
settings of sea life. The contrast between the seas in calm and 
storm was delightfully real, and a very high tribute is due to 
the camera-man for splendid work. The whaling scenes were 
highly effective, but those in which the tempest is seen at its 
height are terribly impressive, and quite the most realistic vet 
depicted on the screen, The mutiny on the ship was powerfully 
enacted, and there were: a number of good dramatic scenes, in 
which the remarkable personality of the star was noted for 
fearlessness and reckless daring. 

The picture is in five reels, a handy length, is superbly photo- 
graphed, and should be a very popular booking. 


| 


LOWER PRICES. 


Leeds Picture House’s New Schedule. 


NE of the several new picture theatres in the centre of 
O Leeds—The Tower—has created a mild sensation by 
reducing its prices. 

The Tower Theatre in New Briguate was the second of the 
four new post-war theatres in the Centre of Leeds to open its 
doors. It was erected at the top of one of the city’s several 
shopping arcades in New Briggate, and a matter of 50 yards 
above the old-and original Assembly Rooms of the New Century 
Circuit. It remains only to be added that it followed the New 
Gallery Kinema, and that since Whitsuntide two. great new 
picture theatres—the Majestic and the Scala—have entered the 
field and the contest for patronage in the centre of Leeds, 


Are Eight Too Many? 


The question which the public is asking is: Can Lecds supply 
sufficient patronage to keep as many as eight picture houses— 
some very large—in good health? Competition is very keen, 
and this is how the Tower has announced its decision to reduce 
its rates of admission : ; 
First in the Field.—This industry has endeavoured to induce 
the Government to abolish the Entertainmerits Tax in order to 
enable us to reduce our prices. This has failed! We are going 


to help you. Our prices from Monday, August 14, will ke : 
Old Frices.—Greund floor, 9d., 1/-, 1/3; baleony, 1/6, 2/-. 
New Prices.—Ground floor, 7d., 9d., J 1/-; balcony, 1/5, 1/6. 


You are going to Heip Us. 
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“THE PAGES OF LIFE.” 


Prosecution of Film Producing Company. 


T Westminster Police Court on Tuesday the Adelqui Millar 
Productions, [td., a film production company, and 
Frederick H. Ireland were summoned for obstruction of 

the highway at Cranley Place and Onslow Square, South 
Kensington. 

Mr. E. P. Knight, for the Commissioner of Police, said the 
defendants were taking a film scene, and for this purpose motor- 
coaches, motor lorries,. and powerful searchlights were 
and what might be described as a veneral 
pandemonium was inflicted on the residents of the neighbour- 
hood. When complaint was made to Mr. Ireland, who was 
directing the production, he told a constable that application 
had been made to Scotland Yard, who stated that they would 
inform the local police. No trace, however, could be found of 
any such notification to any pelice department. 

Mr. G. D. Dean, for the defence, said that a West End scene 
from a film called ‘* The Pages of Life’? was being taken. The 
annoyance was regretted, and an apology had been published in 
the ‘ Times.’’ The Court, he submitted, could not deal with the 
annoyance, but only with the obstruction. : 

The defendant company and Mr. Ireland were fined £4 each, 
with 10 The magistrate also fined Charles D. 
Gray, a motor-driver, £10 for failing to take prompt and effective 
steps to stop the action of a dynamo when ordered by the police 


assembled, 


cuineas costs. 


to do so. 


ANOTHER ELINOR GLYN PICTURE PLAY. 


Scenes from a romantic drama from the en of Elinor Glyn, dealing with the struggles of passionate young love against 


convention, 
Kinema, is a Sam Wood Paramount production. 


* Beyond the Rocks,’’ whicn Famous-Lasky are trade showing on Tuesday ‘next (August 22) at the New Gallery 
Gloria Swanson and Rodolph Valentino are in, the leading parts. Madaia 


Glyn lent her personal assistance to the preduction. 


Digitized by Goc gle 


Original from 
NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


22 THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


WHAT 
gg 


EW Stoll British pictures have been anticipated with 
greater eagerness than * Dick Turpin’s Ride to York.” 
This great epic of a man’s reckless courage and a noble 
beast’s endurance has been read by millions. The fame, or 
infamy, of the noted highwayman of the Great North Road has 
extended to the uttermost corners of the British Empire. It 
was inevitable that Harrison Ainsworth’s vreat creation should 
one day appear upon the sereen, and the Stoll Film Co, have 
reconstructed the deeds of Dick Turpin in a manner that will, 
we are told, appeal to every class of picture-gocr. The delinea- 
tion of the leading character is by Matheson Lang, who is 
supported Dy Isobel Elsom. The London trade show will be 
held at the Alhambra on Tuesday, September 12, at 11, all the 
territorial shows being held on the same day. 


‘‘ The Idealetter.’’ 


Tdeal Films, Ltd., inform us that the ‘* Idealetter ’* has now 
resumed publication. This has been rendered necessary by the 
many important plans which Ideal have in hand at the moment. 
Exhibitors not receiving the publication should communicate 
with the editor, ‘t Idealetter,”’ will attend to the matter 
without delay. 


who 


A Raleigh King Trade Show. 

Raleigh King now makes the announcoment that the first 
of his new series of films will be shown to the trade on Monday 
next (Aucust 21) at the New Gallery Kinema. Adapted from a 
story by May Edginton, the film is entitled ‘ Creation,’ and 
deals with the much-discussed topic of spiritualisin, Playing 
the leading parts are Dorothy Fane, Frank Dane, and Simeon 
Stuart. In the supporting cast appear Thelma Murray, W. 
Freshman, Kate Gurney, Beryl Norton (a young Australian who 
makes her English film debut in this film), and Frances Peyton. 
The exteriors were filmed in some of the prettiest Devonshire 
villages and sea coast towns, whilst the interiors were also made 
at the Torquay studio. No arrangements have yet been made 
for the sale of the film. 


SCENE From ‘* Creation.”? 
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The Week’s Trade 


An Island Story. 

The next Guy Newall production for George Clark Pictures, 
Ltd., is to be an adaptation of John Oxenham ’s island romance, 
‘\ A Maid of the Silver Sea,"’ and Mr. Newall is at the moment 
rounding off the scenario and selecting the cast. The story is of 
quite a different type from any other this popular actor-author- 
producer has done, and contains several thrills as well as a 
mystery. The exterior scenes call for particularly picturesque 
backgrounds, including rugged rocks and the silver sea of the 
title. Ivy Duke is to play the part of the heroine, Nance, while 
Mr. Newall is to figure as the hero. A. Bromley Davenport is 
“*A Maid of the Silver Sea’ is to be released 
early in November next. 


also in the east. 


Helpful and Artistic. 

For their latest offerings, ‘* The Sea Doe 
Divorcement,”’ 
material. 


"and ‘A Bill of 
attractive publicity 
For the former a press-shect printed in two colours, 


Ideal are issuing some 
with a full synopsis, gives advance Press paragraphs and repro- 
duction of posters, photograzas, and blocks for sale or on hire, 
which will be of great assistance in interesting people in this 
virile story, For ‘tA Bill of Divorcement ’? a most artistic book 
of sixteen pages has been prepared, in which are some really 
beautiful scenes from the play and a synopsis which presents 
Not merely the st ry, but the problem which the play raises. 
This material has much more than a passing interest, and 
exhibiters would do well to keep these publications before them 
for future reference. 


Netting Strange Fish. 


Fishing, from netting submarines in the Mediterranean to 
hooking ** speckled beauties ”? in Nova Scotia, occupies a large 
place in Kineto Review No. 38, which Associated First National 
have ready this week. Fighting the U boats, dropping depth 
charges, laying out nets, depict the catching of the ‘* tin fish.”" 
Next comes a length showing Vladivostock, its harbour and 
fishing boats, the Lombard Street of the town, with its market 
and its pedlars, the showing of a thousand-rouble crab, and 
lastly, some very beautiful scenes in Nova Scotia where anglers 
are busy, 


Betty Compson’s Triple Role. 

Betty Compson leads a varied life in her latest Paramount 
picture, ‘* The Green Temptation,’? which is to be trade shown 
by Famous-Lasky on Friday next (August 25), at the Super 
Cinema, Charing Cross Road, As Genelle she is an Apache 
dancer and gem thief in the underworld of Paris, and as Coralyn, 
a dancer of the Paris theatres, Later, she enters the war as 
a Red Cross nurse, assuming the name of Joan Parker, and it 
is during the great conflict that her character undergoes a 
regeneration, Thus the star gives three different characterisa- 
tions, which are said to afford her wonderful opportunities for 
dramatic portrayal. Mahion Hamilton, is her leading man, 
while the noted Russian dancer and film actor, Theodore Kosloff, 
is seen in the heavy role of the film. The picture was directed 
by the late William D. Taylor. ~ ; 
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Activities at a Glance. 


‘* Man to Man.”” 

The popular star, Harry Carey, will be seen in his second 
Universal Jewel production, ** Man to Man,” at the trade show 
to be given by F.B.O. on Wednesday next, August 28, at the 
Shaftesbury Pavilion at 11-15 a.m.‘ Man to Man *’ is claimed 
to be a thoroughly Western story, part of the plot being enacted 
amid the South Seas. A cattle stampede forms the climax. 

F.B.O. are also trade showing two other Universal productions 
next week, ** The Millionaire ’? on August 21 at 10 a.m. and 3 
p-m., and August 22 at 10 a.m. and 1-30. ‘* Nobody's Fool ” 
will be sereened on August 23 at 1-30, and August 24 at 10 a.m. 


Fox’s Next Two. 

“Very Truly Yours’? and ** Up and Going * are the titles 
of the next two Fox Star Series preductions, which will, the 
company announce, be shown to the trade on Monday and 
Tuesday next, August 21 and 22, at 11 and 3, in the Fox private 
theatre. In the former Shirley Mason is said to have an 
attractive part as a stenographer, her leading man being Alan 
Forrest. ** Up and Going "is a Tom Mix picture, claimed to 
possess thrills end adventure and many picturesque settings. 


An Announcement on ‘‘ The Storm.”’ 

Those who attended the recent trade show of the Universal 
super-picture, *t The Storm,” at the London Alhambra, will 
recoliect the realistic forest fire scenes, which, as was geucrally 
understood, were hand-coloured to give the effect of actual flames. 
Tn this connection Mr. Edwin J. Smith, managing director of the 
Huropean Mction Picture Company, aunounuces that, contrary 
to some opinions, all copies of ** The Storm‘? booked by 
exhibitors will have the fire scenes hand-tinted in precisely the 
same manner and with the same effect as was evident in the 
trade show copy. This consistently follows out the policy of 
Mr. Carl aemmle, president of Universal, to vive an absolutely 
fair and square deal to the exhibitors. 


Universal Century Comedies. 

European Motion Picture Co. announce that in conjunction 
with the early autumn release of Universal Jewels and chapter- 
stories they will also release a number of Universal Century 
Comedies of the type which, it is claimed, will appeal to all 
classes of audiences. Queenie, the almost human horse, stars 
jo ‘* Horse Tears,’’ while Baby Peggy is into one mischief after 
ansther in ‘' The Little Raseal."’) ‘ Red Hot Rivals’? and 
“Three Weeks Off"? feature Lee Moran, one cf the most 
popular screen comedians, Harry Sweet, another favourite, 
appears in ‘* Speed 7Em Up"? and ‘* Off Ilis Beat.” Brownie, 
the wonder dog, shows his uncanny canine intelligence in‘ Sic 
"Kim Brownie ” and ‘* Some Class.”’ 

Six Goldwyn Trade Shows. 

During the next two weeks Goldwyn, Ltd., will trade show 

six pictures which mark the conclusion of its fifth year’s 


product. Fach of these.six pictures features a well-known star. 
The first is entitled ‘ Golden) Dreams,” a Benjamin 1D. 


Hampton production, featuring Claire Adams, and will be 
presented to the trade at the West End Cinema on Tuesday 
next (August 22), at 1la.m. The second is ‘‘ The Wallflower,” 


Google 
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written and directed by Rupert Hughes, and featuring Colleen 
Moore. This will be trade shown at the West End Cinema on 
Wednesday (August 23), at Ll acm. The third is entitled ‘‘ Head 
Over Heels,” featuring Mabel Normand, and will be trade shown 
at the West End Cinema on Thursday (August 24), at 11 a.m. 
The fourth picture is ‘‘ The Seng of the Soul,’? featuring 
vivacious Vivian Martin, to be trade shown at the West End 
Cinema on Tuesday, August 29, at 11 aa. The fifth is a 
Hetty Compson production entitled ‘*Always the Woman,"' and 
will be trade shown at the West Hnd Cinema on Wednesday, 
August 30, at lla.m. The final trade show of these six pictures 
will be heid at the West End Cinema on Thursday, August 31, 
when a Basil King production, *‘ The Dustflower,” featuring 
Helene Chadwick, will be shown, 


Another Pathe Serial. 

We are informed that Pathé’s will be holding in the near 
future a trade show of their new serial, This is entitled 
““ White Fagle,’’ and features the well-known Pathé star, Ruth 
Roland, It is described as a thrilling tale of the Wild West, 
and deals with a mysterious tribe of Wild Indians, who: fully 
believe Ruth to be their long lost princess, White Eagle, and 
yo to all ends to persuade her to return to them, The date of 
the trade show will pe announced in due course. 


A Warning to Girls. 

Unity Fits always choose their films with a view to attract- 
ine the kincma-going public, Their latest photoplay, ** Girls, 
Beware,” will undoubtedly appeal to showmen generally 
threughout the United Kingdom, not only for its attractive title, 
but tor the sound meial conveyed in its story. The star in the 
picture is Lois Wilson, and one of its big scenes is a sensational 
leap from a ten-story building, ‘* Girls, Beware "’ has been 
passed by the Censor. 


BENCH AND CHILDREN’S COM- 
PETITION. 


A Trivial Magisterial Point. 


T a special licensing transfer sessions held in Birkenhead 
A last week, an application was made for the transfer of 
the kinema, musie, and dancing licence existing in 
connection with the Claughton Picture House, Claughton Road, 
from Mrs. Sharp, the present Jicensee, to her husband, Arthur 
Sharp. Mr. Sharp informed the Bench that he had been recently 
performing the managerial ‘duties at the Claughton Picture 
House, and was well accustomed to the duties which would 
devolve upon him as manager, 

The Chairman said he desired to eall attention to a competi- 
tion for children which, the Bench understood, -had-been carried 
on at the Picture House, and read some ‘* poetry "* in’ con- 
nection with the competition which he characterised as neither 
elevating nor educative, and as having been far from the minds 
of the Bench when they granted the licence. The present 
transfer would ke granted on eendition that no such compctitions 
were promoted in the future. The desired undertaking was 
given and the transfer was duly granted, 
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Films 
you can 
bank on— 


PEARL FILMS, Ltd., 


All winners! Eugene 


y Google 
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The House of Granger 


Presents 


GERTRUDE McCOY 


~ ZOE PALMER, NORMAN PRATT, WILLIAM A. FRESHMAN & LEWIS WILLOUGHBY 


WAS SHE GUILTY? 


AN HOLLANDIA PRODUCTION. 


TRADE SHOWS: 


MANCHESTER—Cinema Exchange, The Parsonage, Tuesday August 22, at 12 noon. 
GLASGOW—New Savoy Theatre, Hope Street, Thursday August 24, at 11 a.m. 
BIRMINGHAM—Futurist Theatre, John Bright Street, Friday August 25, at 11 a.m. 
NOTTINGHAM —Picture House, Long Row, Tuesday August 29, at 11 a.m. 
CARDIFF—Cinema Exchange (No. 1 Theatre), Tuesday August 29, at 12-15 p.m. 
BRISTOL—Queen’s Picture House, Peter Street, Wednesday August 30, at 11-15 a.m. 
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GOLDWYN LIMITED | 
| are advising you by direct 
I mail of Trade Show dates 


Saved 


Always the Woman | 
| Boduced by Herself 


HELENE CHADWICK 

d In 

1 The Dust Flower 

: by the . 
Author of “Earthbound 


CLAIRE. ADAMS 
i pat 
1Golden Dreams | 


Story by 
Zane Grey 
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VITTAG PAP Fe 


Through The Wall 


THE FINEST DETECTIVE STORY EVER FILMED OR STAGED 
FROM THE SENSATIONAL NOVEL BY CLEVELAND MOFFAT 


GEORGE HOLT, NELL SHIPMAN , WILLIAM DUNCAN 


AND AN ALL STAR CAST 
TRON {4455 RELEASED JULY 1671923 


TRADE SHOW at THE WEST END CINEMA, FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 1, at 11 a.m. 
Registered OfMfices—31 & 33 T H E Vv I T A G R A Pp H Cc O., L T D., Branches— 


Charing Cross Road, W C.2. anahanter: Leeds Glas- 
reiegrapnic adares- Renting Dept., 46 Brewer Street, LONDON, W. dem, Newcastn ens 
“Vitgraf, Westrand, |. *Phones—Gerrard 3166 and 3167. Telegraphic Address—‘ Vithirins, Piccy, London.” Territeries, 

ALL PRINTS ON EASTMAN STOCK. F 
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from ah Well-known 
IDba-tpel-ale vy DIon ALL STAR CAST HEADED BY 


BoucicAULT PAULINE STARKE 


| Woe oa 


TRADE SHOW at THE LONDON PAVILION, FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 8, at 3 p.m. Carte tad 


OCTOBER 15, 1923 


Registered Omices—s1 & 33 THE VITAGRAPH CO., LTD. Branches— 


Charing Cross Road. W CG. ’ Manchester, Leeds. Glas. 


__ Telegraphic Address— _ Renting Dept. °9 46 Brewer Street, LONDON, W. dei ecu eee 
‘Vitgraf, Westrand, |.” “Phones—Gerrard 3166 and 3167. Telegraphic Address—‘ Vithirins, Piccy, London.” Territories. 
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NEWSPAPER EDITORS 
AND SERIALS: 
Mr. W.S. Robinson 
of *‘ Lloyds News,” 


“believes strongly in the 
value of a good serial story’’ 


EVERY one of the fifteen episodes 
of the third and greatest Selig 
animal serial 


THE JUNGLE 
GODDESS 


is equally consistent in its continu- 

ity of startling thrills, wonderful 

jungle scenes, mysterious action 
and dramatic power. 


Mr. R. Power Berry, 

of “The News of the World,” 
**Seeial stories are such a 
popular feature.”’ 


Mr. James Douglas, 
of the “Sunday Express,” 

“Instalments of a strong 
story sustain the interest for 
aweek... During the week 
they have all the pleasure 
of anticipation. They can 
discuss the mystery which is 
the soul of a serial.” 


PATHE FRERES CINEMA Ltd., 84 Wardour Street, 


{AND BRANCHES. 


Mr. R. D. Blumenfeld, 
of the ‘‘ Daily Express,’ 
“No properly conducted 


i) lb os [oxusens| popular newspaper would 
present itself to its readers 
By! } Hi) i 


ia Ave IM without its serial instal- 
Uf ne ot nh oe Us Geshe bas, ment. 


M4 


ae st pa GTN EXHIBITORS AND 
‘sell WC . | PATHE SERIALS : 
AE. 


Exhibitors and cinema-goets 
alike appreciate Pathe Serials 
for their consistently high stan- 
dard of quality, strength,mystery 
and fascination. 
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of the Week Reviewed 


FOR -THE: GUIDANCE OF. EXHIBITORS. 
3 RS aS ES SS ES 


e@ 
Films 
SS . 
Find the Woman. 


Plenty of story material, capably acted, and suspense that is 
not removed until the last scene. 


HE Cosmopolitan production, ‘* Find the Woman,” which 
T Famous-Lasky trade sereened in London last week, has 
a particular interest for the British publie by reason of 
the fact that it was produced by a member of a well-known 
theatrical family, Tom Terriss, who has recently returned to 
this country after nine years varied experience in out-of-the-way 
parts of the world: 
There can be no complaint against the picture that it lacks 
story, for the interweaving of incident with incident continues 


SCENE FroM ‘* FIND THE Woman.” 


throughout. To handle such a story and make it clear to 
beholders without exceeding the ordinary length is quite a task, 
and it has been accomplished successfully except in the murder 
incident, where, however, an almost purposeful omission 
succeeds in holding the solution of the problem until the last 
scenes. 

Clancy Dean (Eileen Huban) arrives in the city to embark 
upon a-theatrical.career,..taking’ lodvings at. the Hotel Napoli. 
Here she mects Mare and Fay Weber, husband and wife, the 
man a schemer who-has done time, the wife an actress who 
wishes to save him from further lapse. Anxious to help the 
neweomer, they agree to introduce her to Morris Beiner, a 
theatrical agent,: at a restaurant. But Beiner prefers not to 
enter the restaurant, and sends a message to the Webers that 
he will speak with them outside. A quarrel takes place, blows 
ure struck, and the couple do not return, leaving Clancy: alone 
without money in the restaurant. Seeing her predicament, 
Philip Vandevelde, Assistant Public Attorney, loans her money 
to defray the bill. When she arrives home she finds the Webers 
have disappeared. at a 

Meanwhile, in a circle which does not touch hers at‘any point, 
Don’ Carey, a ‘wealthy drunkard,. tired ‘of his married. life, 
resolves to part fromi his wife (Alma Rubens). She has'a friend 
in Judge Walbrough, an old sweetheart, and to him she goes 
to tell her story.” He agrees that he will return ‘to her by 
messenger all letters which have passed between them, and 
does so, but Sophie; the wife, never gets them. © Shortly after, 
both she and Walbrough ‘are communicated with by’ Mortis 
Beiner, who demands money for the ‘safe return of the letters: 
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(It was incidentally the wish of Boiner that Weber should assist 
him in this blackmail that led to the restaurant squabble.) 
Walbrough visits Beiner, and later Clancy Dean does so in 
search of employment. Then Mrs. Carey arrives, a mysterious 
hand-is seen, and next morning Beiner is found. stabbed. A 
piece of lace is found in the office and a card with Clancy Dean's 
stage name, Florine Ladue. Thenceforth it is a task to ‘ find 
the woman."’ “Clancy has changed her apartments. and: resumed 
her-own name, and detectives get busy, to the anxiety of all 
The solution comes after many wrong trails in a 
most unexpected manner, and all ends happily for- Walbrougy 
and the wife, Clancy Dean and Philip Vandevelde, 

_** Find the Woman ** is well cast and capably acted, the story 
holds spectators in suspense, as all good stories of the kind 
should, and will no doubt prove a popular offering. 


The Triple Clue. 


Mystery story of holding power, well-acted and produced. 


ETECTIVE stories have always been an attractive bill to 
D most of the English kinemas. Indeed, our English 
literature has supplied the greatest of criminologists in 
Sherlock Holmes, and Conan Doyle's stories of this famous 
detective have invariably been included among the ‘‘ best 
sellers."’ America has furnished quite a number of able 
elucidators of crime mysteries, particularly on the screen, where 
action is very much more important than deduction. Glen 
White, who plays ‘‘ Tex,’’ the unraveller of mysteries ‘in’ the 
criminal world, in a new series of detective stories, has many 
fine moments, in which he gives a striking illustration of the 
workings of the modern detective as compared with the old-style 
police investigator. His latest picture, ‘* The .Triple Clue,’’ 
shown to the trade last week by United Kingdom Photoplays, 
is quite up to the standard of the ‘‘ Tex ” films already shown, 
and should prove an acceptable offering. a : 
The story opens with a scene in the court, where Jack Rogers 
is on trial for his life, charged with the murder of ‘Tom, Wells. 
Appearances are strongly against him, and the evidence, largely 
circumstantial, for no one saw him do the: deed,. is , almost 
convincing in its completeness. Jack had quarrelled with. the 
dead man over his (Jack’s) sweetheart, Jane Thompson, _Tom 
had followed the girl home in a very questionable way,. and 
Jack arrived on the scene to throw Tom outside. with some 
foree. A moment afterwards a shot was fired and. Tom was 
found dead at the door, Jack’s revolver had one cartridge fired, 
and this carried great weight with the jury,.who brought in a 
verdict of ‘* Guilty.’’ But ‘‘ Tex ’’ is convinced that Jack. is 
innocent, and takes up his case. An examination -of the spot 
where the shot was fired resulted in ‘* Tex”? finding a golden 
hairpin, and on this clue, the detective, after a series of thrilling 
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FILM REVIEWS OF THE WEEK—Continued. 


incidents, tracks the real culprit and saves from death the man 
convicted on circumstantial evidence. 

Glen White is capitally supported by a strong -cast, including 
Ethel Russell, Stanley Walpole, and John B. Cork. The picture 
is well produced, and the photography is excellent. 


Cheated Love. 


Carmel Myers in American Ghetto story posse:sing both charms 
and disappointment. 


ARMEL MYERS is the featured actress in ‘‘ Cheated 
Love,” the Universal picture shown to the London trade 
this week by F.B.O., but, notwithstanding — her 

jrominence and vivacious acting, the memory that remains is 


SCENE FROM ‘! CHEATED J.0vE.”’ 


‘that of the old Jewish proprictor cf a Gh.tto grocery store, her 
father. His performance throughout was a fine bit of character 
‘acting. 

Carmel Myers is Sonya, a Jewish girl who comes to America 
as immigrant Number 92. She goes to work in her father’s 
Ghetto grocery store, where she makes a hit with the customers 
and gains the affections of a settlement worker named David 
Dahlman. But Sonya loves Mischa, a young doctor in far- 
away Odessa, who finally arrives in the United States. Sonya 
distinguishes herself as an actress in the Yiddish theatre, and 
loans money to Mischa to help him in his profession. He then 
rejects her, saying that she would hamper his career. Owing 
to another woman’s jealousy Sonya is refused an important réle 
which she hoped to play at the theatre. During a performance 
‘a boiler bursts and starts a fire in’ the A panic 
results, but Sonya appeals to and quiets the frantic crowd, 
Mischa tries to regain her affections, but is repulsed, Sonya 
having at last responded to David's faithful admiration and 
honest love. 


basement. 


Digitized by Go gle 


The story begins. thoroughly well, the Ghetto atmosphere 
being very well interpreted, and the characters, grotesque as 
well as dignified, fitting into the story without the slightest 
incongruity. Later the story becomes less strong, and it is a 
disappointment that circumstances do not combine to make the 
fire scene a real tour de force. It is asking people rather too 
much to think that an audience fleeing in panic from fire would 
return to their seats and join placidly in singing, directed from 
the stage, an old Jewish song. 

Notwithstanding this, ** Cheated Love “' has many charms, 
and many audiences will find much to appreciate in this Ghetto 


story. 


The Silent Years. 


Good story of a woman’s fight against circumstances and her 
NOVEL of French-Canadian lite, named after its chief 
character of Mam’'selle Jo, was shown to the London 


love for adoptcd child. 
trade last week by Jury's, under the very appropriate 


title of ** The Silent Years.”’ It is a story of a single-handed 
battle against adverse cireumstances fought by a woman,. whose 
devotion to an invalid sister causes her to pass by an offer of 
marriage and later to devote herself to the upbringing of a 
deserted girl-child. The character is one of simple grandeur, 
and Mme. Rose Donelle, who takes the part, interprets it with 
great conscientiousness, so much so that there is at times a 
noticeable overstraining in the production of effect. 

Mam 'selle Jo is the daughter of a French-Canadian farmer, 


ScENE From ‘‘ THE SIvenr Years.”" 


who has left to his two daughters (one of whom is an invalid) 
a neglected, mortgaged farm. Henry Langley, attracted by her 
strong, battling personality, proposes to her, but the claims of 
the sister (Cecile) cause her to refuse him. He marries soon 
alter a shallow, pretty girl from the city, Mary Malden. The 
story is taken up eight years later when, Cecile having died, 
and the mortgage being paid, Mam'selle Jo finds a child and a 
letter in her cabin from Langley, telling her of his sickness and 
the child’s mother’s desertion. The child’s presence 
scandalous tongues awag, for Jo claims the child as her own, 
until the appearance of the real mother, who, however, gives 
up her claim. It is not until the girl, grown up, marrics, 
that the secret of her parentage is known. 

The story opens quite attractively and with the beautiful 
backgrounds has quite an interesting appeal. Some of the 
incidents later do not attract so strongty, but interest picks 
up again and the picture is well founded off with the marriage 
of Donelle. Some of the scenes are beautifully rich in tone, 
and throughout both lighting and photography call for praise. 


sets 
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.  Pathe’s New Comedy Offerings. 


Harold Lloyd, Snub Pollard and Billy West figure in short, 
humorous features. 


IX comedies for release next month were screened last week 
S by Pathé in their London theatre and proved to be good, 
bright entertainment. The knockabout element and the 
absurd accident figured pretty largely in them, but there were, 
The 


sub-titles, what few there were, generally speaking, were hardly 


too, some good comic effects obtainable by other means. 


up to the humorous standard of the: incident. 

The half-dozen was divided into three sets, Snub Pollard, 
It is difficult 
to say which was the mcst entertaining, but if a choice had to 
in which Billy West had a hectic 
This satire upon the book can- 


Harold Lloyd and Billy West claiming two each. 


be made, ‘* The Canyasser,”’ 
part, would demand first place. 
vasser with his euterprise, initiative and persistence was most 
funny, and although the comedy was achieved by the use of 
what is one of the chief contributors to laughter, i.e., repetition, 
there was always sufficient variation to render the numerous 
incidents fresh and stimulating. ‘‘ I’m Here,’’ the other Billy 
West comedy, had the comedian acting as an inebriated wedding 
guest who, wearing the bridegroom’s coat, was taken home to 
the married couple’s house, where bedrooms, bathrooms and 
revolver shots contribute to the business. Billy West manages 
to introduce some quite bright sparkles into the usual situations 
of this sort of story. 

Snub Pollard in ‘* Oh Happy Day "’ and ‘“ Stripes’? had mar- 
riage and prison as themes for his comedies, subjects the cynic 
might aver not unalike. His usual inconsequentiality finds 


SCENE From ‘‘ WHAT Do you THINK.’’ 


frequent opportunity in these, although in the first-named some 
purposeless to-and-fro rushing was rather too unrelieved. His 
vacancy of emotion and intellect carried the absurd situations 
of his own making triumphantly through. 


Harold Lloyd’s comedies were ‘‘ What do you Think?’ ana 
‘Money for Nothing.’’ In the former he poses as a Count 
and wins the heart of Bebe Daniels, the two eloping. There are 
several other really comic characters supporting, and the fun 
here arises from the sudden diversion of ordinary incident into 
a comical groove. In ‘‘ Money for Nothing ’’ inebriation and 
erystal-gazing are the chief incidents, these being turned to 
good account to provide extravagances. 

The series as a whole is thoroughly worth the exhibitor’s 
while to book, and the prominent actors and their method are 
sufficiently well known to attract the public to their screening. 
They should be eagerly sought after. 
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Big Town Ideas. 


Light comedy-drama showing how a Little Town girl becomes 
a Big Town wife. 


T is presumably the ambition of every small town citizen to 
vne day emigrate to the large city and build a fortune 
amidst the ambitious surroundings of big things. It was 

so in the case of Fanny Brown, the waitress at the Valley 
station buffet, whose ambition was to do big deeds in a big 
city. How she succecded is told in the story, ‘‘ Big Town 
Ideas,”’ filmed by the Fox Film Co., and. shown to the trade on 
Monday. As a comedy this picture will possess some value, 


ScENE FROM ‘‘ Bra Town Ipkas.”’ 


but it is essentially American in every aspect, and its appeal in 
this country must be of a limited character. It badly wants 
editing, for the crook element in it, with very crude and slangy 
titles, does not add to its attractiveness or screen value on 
this side. It certainly should not be issued here without a very 
stringent revision of the sub-titles. 

Fanny Brown, the waitress, over- 
hears a ercok plot to secure valuable bonds, for which Alan 
Vaughan is arrested and thrown into jail. The waitress joins a 
theatrical troupe who are going to the prison to perform before 
the inmates, and effects the escape of the innocent man. She 
hides him in her home, and goes in search of the missing bonds. 
Meantime a comic squad of police, after the Mack Sennett 
order, visit the home, but naturally fail to secure the escapee. 
Fanny, by a ruse, has secured the bonds, and rushes to the 
city to appeai to the Governor for a pardon, The pliant chief 
realises the position, and after a series of chases and comic 
contests with the police, the crooks are arrested and the innocent. 
man set frec. The marriage and the big city follow. 

Eileen Perey, in a part which did not allow much scope for 
her abilities, did very well, and was always charming and 
offective. She was generally well supported. | The comedy 
element, which was somewhat prenounced, will probably get the 
film over. 


The story is very slight. 
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The Night of Nights. 


European picture with slight story, but good average 
entertainment. 


HE Universal picture, trade shown in London this week 

j by European, is entitled **‘ Her Night of Nights,’’ and 
stars Marie Prevost; Hallam Cooley and Jerry Trimble 
having the respective parts of her employer and lover. The 


story has not much material, being considerably upon the slight 


SceNE From ‘‘ Her Nicut og Nicuts.”’ 
side, but the vivacity of the leading lady carries 
through with the necessary briskness, while for 
feminine there is a good show of pretty dresses 
additional interest. 
young brother are 
humour. 

Marie Provost takes the part of Molly May Malone, who is 
® mannequin in Bradley's, the big New York costumier. Young 
‘Ted Bradley, the junior partner, unhappily married to a former 
stage favourite, appreciates the usefulness of Molly and uses 
her to influence customers by dressing her in the firm’s 
creations and making her one of his guests at dinners. Con- 
sequently she dreams of marrying money, but falling in love 
with Jerry Trimble, a clerk, changes her mind. A slight tiff 
between them gives Ted Bradley the opportunity to enlist her 
help in making his own wife jealous by attending a ball with 
him, and complications arising there flings her back again to 
the arms of Jerry. 

** Her Night of Nights ”’ 
questionable situations, and the picture should hold its own 
against similar productions. 


the picture 
the eternal 
to provide 
An Irish father and a considerably freckled 
responsible for the introduction of the 


is good entertainment, there are no 


“A Man You Will Love to Hate.” 


A Man You Will Love to Hate—insolent 
eyes—a monocle—scarred forehead—animal 
mouth—heast ! 

Breakfast-—eye opener—caviar. 

Ten inch cigarettes. 

Gloriously beautiful Villa Amorosa—white 
—rock-perched—secluded. 

Monte Carlo—Beauty—heavy-eyed women 
—restless men—flirtations—seagulls against a 
moonlit sea, 

The promenade 
motors—a cad. 


A Man You Will Love to Hate. 


soldiers — uniforms — 


Watch for ‘FOOLISH WIVES.” 
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Elephant Hunting in South Africa. 


Popular sport film s€cured. notwithstanding tremendous 
difficulties. 


NIMAL pictures of the Big Game Order are always an 
A attractive item to the picture-goer, and we have had 
many very excellent picturisations of the risks and 
dangers of this kind of sport. The Industrial and Edueational 
Film Company has just shown a picture of this class to the trade, 
entitled ** Elephant Hunting in the Addo Bush," together with 
a series of scenes of Big Game hunting in the Transvaal Game 
reserves. The hunting party was led by Major Pretorius, who 
claimed to have practically wiped out the dangerous herd of 
wild elephants which infested the Bush. This work was most 
arduous, and was not by any means a pleasure. 

The filming of the expedition, in view of the inaccessible 
nature of the country, and the hardships encountered during 
the trip, must be considered to have achieved an almost im- 
possible task with considerable success. But the photography 
left a good deal to be desired. As shown, the picture stands 
in need of careful editing, and many of the sub-titles require 
rewriting. This done the film should prove a popular feature 
in the average kinema program. 


The White Horseman. 


Mystery serial in seventeen episodes, with a Western flavour, 
many thrilting incidents, and a holding theme. 


RESUMABLY the serial motion picture story is still 
P popular with a large section of the kinema public. There 
is most certainly no slackening in the production of this 
class af picture, if we are to judge by the announcements of new 
offerings. The latest serial shown to the trade is a Universal— 
the home of many thrilling stories—and will be handled by 
F.B.0. It is in 17 episodes and features Art Accord, reputed 
to be one of the greatest horsemen on the screen, 

The story lends itself admirably to mystery, suspense and 
Wayne Allen inherits a ranch in the far West, 
and unknown to him there exists on it an opal mine of fabulous 
wealth. ‘The secret is held by John and Sam Ramsey, squatters 
on the land, by Zona, an Tndian girl, and the ‘* White Spider,”’ 
Jender of a gang of cutlaws, and a renegade of the hills. Jean, 


Vigorous action, 


‘Continued at foot of next page). 
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MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS. 


Eltham is to have a kinema seating 3,000 people. 
a 


Pinner Parish Council have rejected a proposal to run a 
municipal. kinema, 


Mr. Jack Covell, late of Dispatch Film Service, has joined 
Capitol Productions, Ltd., Manchester. - 


Two Rhondda kinemas which have been under alteration, 
Abergorki Picture Hall (Treorchy) and the King’s Hall (Pentre), 
were reopened over the holidays. 


Mr. C. F. Turner, manager of the Grand Theatre, Smithdown 
Road, Liverpool, writes to point out that the picture of his 
kinema packed during the showing of ‘‘A Ride on a Runaway 
Express,"’ which was made into a slide and shown upon his 
screen, was his own idea, and not, as stated, the suggestion of 
Ideal’s Liverpool manager. 

Herbert Rawlinson, the hero of the Universal attraction, ‘‘ The 
Black Bag,’ is an athletic Sussex man, whose birthplace is 
Brighton, Like many English actors who went to America to 
earn a bigger salary, he toured with English theatrical -com- 
panies, where ‘he gained his histrionie experience, . which: stood 
him in good stead when he joined the ranks. of Universal screen 
players. ; 


“A Bill of Divoreement ’ will be shown by Ideal: at the 
Kinema Exchange, Cardiff, on Tuesday next (August 22), at 
3 p.m. “Numerous inquiries have reached A. M: Bass/ and he 
is expecting a record attendance. ‘‘ Thea Sea Dog,” shown here 
this week, had a great reception, and was hailed by all as a 
typical South Wales film, full of incident and story, and feattir- 
ing a big favourite down here—Hobart Bosworth. 


Walturdaw’s Wireless. 

Mr. Millgate informs me that an jy eGdiation of the Aare mi- 
phone is being fitted at Great Ducie Street, Manchester, and 
shortly demonstrations of broadcasting will be a hourly event 
there. Interest in this project still runs high and the system 
should be in perfect order by the winter season. 


SCO eee 


daughter of Sam Ramsey, is also drawn into the plot, but her 
faith in Wayne never falters. With the exception of Jcan and 
her father, all the others are pitted against Allen for the posses- 
sion ol the mine. The plot is deeply laid, is full of extraordinary 
thrills, and provides a the excitement demanded by the most 
exacting serial ‘fan.’ Of course, the hero triumphs in the 
end, and with all his enemies demolished he reaps the rew: ard 
of skill and courage. 

The earlier episodes shown gave evidence of some very fine 
riding feats. Art Accord fully justifies his reputation of being 
one of the best Western riders in America, and he is amply 
supported in this respect by a- strong cast of riding experts. 
Some of the incidents are quite original in their thrills, and the 
scenes in the opal mine, in the caverns of the outlaws, and in 
the mountain passes of great danger and difficulty, herald in no 
uncertain tone a story of much power and holding interest. It 
will doubtless be found to be a healthy interest and excitement, 
and even if it has the strong Western element, with horsemen 
duchies madly over hills and down precipices—it is only the 


*\ pull’ of the suspended interest that gets over every time. 


Google 


Fuller Preparing. 

After the holiday period Mr. ‘Fuller tells me he has several 
very big productions he has secured to place before the Man- 
chester exhibitors. When Fuller says.a thing is big it is so, and 


.showmen may. confidently expect something from this house 


which will fully maintain its high reputation. 


Hank Mann Comedies. 

A. LeSter has ‘secured the latest batch of these © two- vl 
eomedies.’’ Hank is exceedingly ‘popular and should bring g06d 
business to this progressive, “independent house.” Trade showe 
will be held. at the Manchester Kiema’ Exchange’ on Tuesday 
next at 11 a.m., and Scala Picture’ House, ‘Lime Street, ‘Liver. 
pool, on Ww ednesday. 


A Song Stunt. 


‘That there are. maiy, ways: of - improving business fia been 
proved — this last week by Mr. Beacon, the wideawake 
manager of- the» ** Futurist,"’ Manchester. , With. -com- 
mendable enterprise he booked ‘ Oriental.” for. first run in 
Manchester. 'This_ is a short Eastern’ film arranged by Mr. 
Stratton Wells, the old-established | Cottonopolis renter, with 
sub-titles timed to synchronise with, vocal rendition of ‘ The 
Indian Love Lyrics,"" and instrumental selections from ‘* The 
Lovers in Damascus.’’ There is nothing outstanding about the 
film, vet the public was captivated, so much so that the subject 
was shown right through the week to full houses. Exhibitors 
have an interesting and_ profitable fillip here. 
arranged by Mr. Wells were Miss Leah Overend and Mr. 
Claughton Holdsworth. 


ance, and were encored at every ‘ house.’ 
Ideal in Manchester. 

Mr. A. Caplan is eagerly awaiting his local show of 
“A Bill of Divoreement.”’ This film is recognised as a 


certain suecess, and needs only to be shown in Manchester 
to get right over. August 29 is the date fixed, at the 
Deansgate. ‘ Wilderness Tales,"’ the striking scenes of single- 
reel out-of-doors dramas, will he screened at the Deansgate on 


September 5. 


Men — Women — Money 


Swageering Swindlers—Serene 
Highnesses—Counts—Crooks— 
Snobs — Swells — Princesses 
Plebians— 

Ardent Adventuresses—Spend- 
thrifts—Gilded — Fools—Gam- 

0 blers—Gentlemen—How They 

Live—What They Do—Their 
Pleasure. 


Their Palaces—How They Waste 
and Spend—Where it Comes 
fron—Who Gets it. 


“The Sign of the Seven 
Sweetest Sins ’’—Monte Carlo! 


Watch for ‘FOOLISH Watch for “FOOLISH WIVES.” __ 


? 
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The vocalists 


They gave a very creditable perform- 
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ROUND THE MANCHESTER TRADE. 


THE WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 


—_ 


IN THE NORTHERN CENTRE. 


G. B, Samuelson at Show — More Bowling — Henry Edwards ‘Again — Fox’s Further Features — 
Provincial’s ‘‘ Blindfolded ’? — Clarion’s Next Show. 


N spite of the good patronage extended to the city houses, 
there is no doubt about the fact thatthe public has taken 
the new Piccadilly Picture Theatre to its heart. Just 

as much of the success of Lyon's cafés was due to the grandiose 
decorations, so the greater comfort of this theatre, its splendid 
interior, and its grand organ make all the difference. But the 
picture is the thing, and the best of programs must be kept up. 
May I whisper that quite a number of people entering for the 
first time last week were just a trifle disappointed with tho 
picture fare. A hint to the wise be 


G. B. Samuetson at Show. 

Mr. Samuelson is so pleased with the success of his latest 
film, ‘‘ The Faithful Heart,’’ that he came to Manchester 
specially to be present at the local show held by Messrs. 
Weisker. Incidentally, in a short chat, he intimated that ho 
always endeavoured to give his films an universal appeal. That 
is undoubtedly the secret of the success of many of his former 
subjects in the provinces, and it most emphatically applies to 
the production referred to above. This film is more than a 
story, it pulsates with a real ideal, and illustrates the serious- 
ness with which Mr. Samuelson has again taken up production. 
In fact, he admitted his delight in the work. Mr. Todd and 
Mr. Claughton should have a good time with ‘‘ The Faithful 
Heart.” 


More Bowling. 

The bowling handicap arranged to be played at the Victoria 
Hotel, Urmston, Manchester, was a great sucecss. The com- 
mittee wish particularly to place on record their thanks to Mr. 
H. Hargreaves, the manager of the hotel, for the genial and 
efficient manner in which he eatecred for the visitors. As he is 
connected with a local picture housc, this is not to be wondered 
at. The first prize, value £2, was won by Mr. C. Baker, of the 
College Picture Thentre, Manchester. This was presented by 
Messrs. Pathé Freres. The second, third and fourth prizes, 
value £1, 15s. and 10s., provided out of the club funds, were 
won by Mr. A. Seddon, Mr. J. Marks and Mr. T. Baines, 
respectively. The winner of the consolation handicap was Mr. 
Matt. Gill, of B.B.F., and Mr. Strat. Wells was the runner-up. 
The prizes will be exhibited in the window of Messrs. Pathé’s 
Manchester branch. 


Exhibitor’s Aids. 

Mr. Chas. Bennett showed me the other day specimens of 
framed imitation oil paintings of scenes from ‘‘ Man—Woman— 
Marriage,’’ which the Associated First National Company are 
prepared to hire out to enterprising exhibitors who wish fully 
to exploit the bookings made on this film. Any showman who 
places these pictures on view in his lobby prior to screening 
is certain to reap much advantage from them. The First 
National Company is to be congratulated on the initiative dis- 
played in making the display possible. 


HANK 


TRADE SHOWS: 


Google 


Henry Edwards Again. 

It is now some time since Mr. Gilchrist, on behalf of the 
Imperial Film Company, put out a Hepworth picture. He is to 
be congratulated that the first of his new batch is a Henry 
Edwards comedy drama. Edwards, both as producer and actor, 
has undoubtedly created a style of his own, and the public looks 
for his pictures as eagerly as they do for many a transatlantic 
star with a supposedly bigger reputation. This coming picture 
is called ** Tit for Tut,’ and the Hepworth publicity people 
claim that it is a better picture than even ** A Tamatic at 
Large."" This is a big claim, but these renters were never 
given to over-exayyeration, and every exhibitor out for special 
attractions should not fail to have the film viewed. Trade 
show date will be announced shortly. 


Fox’s Further Features. 

Mr. A. Sutton Dawes wishes me to put on record the. tre- 
mendous success of the Lupino Lance two-recler, ‘* The 
Reporter.”” Judging by its reception at the local trade show, 
this is not surprising. The latest feature is a super-special Tom 
Mix film, in which there are stunts bigger than anything yet 
done by this intrepid actor. In addition, much of the action 
is placed amid the rugged grandeur of the Grand Canyon of 
Colorado, This is 283 miles long and as deep as 6,000 feet in 
places, so there is scope for outstanding photography. And 
Fox’s men will not have failed to do justice to the opportunity. 
Another ‘* best-seller '’ has becn bought for production. This 
is ‘‘ Mixed Faces,’’ written by the well-known Roy Norton. 


Provincial’s ‘‘ Blindfoided.’’ 

The biggest film which the Provincial Company has yet put 
out is ‘' Blindfolded,”’ featuring Bessie Burriscale. It will be 
presented to the trade in Manchester at the Winter Gardens cn 
Tuesday next at 11-15 a.m., and at the Futurist, Liverpool, on 
Wednesday next, at the same hour. This film is entirely out of 
the ordinary and is so strong an attraction that it was some time 
before the subject yot past the censor. This means a story of 
exceptionally strong human interest, and I am assured that the 
acting, settings and photography are worthy of the story. In 
Liverpool the film will be handled by Messrs. Goddard and 
Hodson on behalf of the Provincial Company. 


Clarion’s Next Trade Show. 

‘This company has now definitely arranged a trade show of 
their next special production, called ‘‘ Winning a Bride,"’ and 
the date will be announced next week. This film is a sporting 
drama, but apart from a realistic horse race, there are many 
exciting situations, including a scnsational motor smash. I 
understand, however, that the story, apart from its special 
features. is one of exceptionally strong human interesv and 
certainly seems to be a film which no wide-awake exhibitor 
ought to miss having viewed. 


MANN SU 
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MANCHESTER: 


Kinema Exchange, Tuesday August 22, 11 a.m. 
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THE. TRADE IN LIVERPOOL. 


(By our own Correspondent.) 


New Victory’s Manager—Quality Plays Take On—Arabian Nights’ Trade Show—Excluding the 
Flapper__&-Happy Hunting Ground. 


ENIAL little Austin Durrans was in his customary happy 
mood when I chanced across him the other day. It will 
be recalled that he recently resigned from the position 

of manager of the Premicr Picture House, Smithdown Road, 
after service in that capacity extending over several years, to 
undertake similar duties in connection with the new Victory 
Kinema, situated in the Walton Road district of the city. At 
present Mr. Durrans is busily engaged, in conjunction with Mr. 
B. E. Bailey, an ex-Mayor of the Borough of Bootle, and one 
of the directors of the new enterprise, in putting finishing touches 
to the arrangements for the opening of the Victory, which, it 
is expected, will take place some time next month. The Victory 
is an extremely handsome structure—indeed, something quite 
outstanding in the way of kinemas. In fact, to quote words I 
heard descriptive of it the other day, ‘t It is more like a modern 
town hall than anything else.’’ It will certainly be one of the 
most commodious picturedromes in this part of the country. 
Principal features amongst its many excellent appointments will 
be a lounge capable of aceummodating three hundred persons 
with ease, and an orchestra of talented musicians, while all that 
is best and most up-to-date in film preduction will be consistently 
hooked for the delectation of patrons. 


Quality Plays Take On. 

- Last week F. P. Maynes, on behalf of Walturdaw's, had a 
trade view at the Palais de Luxe of the first four of what are 
known as the ‘t Quality Plays,’’ entitled ‘* The White Rat,” 
“Ballon Leaves’? ‘A Question of Principle,’’ and ‘* The 
Thief.’ They are one-rcel dramas, averaging about thirteen 
hundred feet in length. The exhibition proved an unqualified 
suecess, and before leaving the hall F. P. negotiated a gratifying 
number of bookings of the films, including first run, so far as 
this territory is concerned, at one cf Liverpool's central houses. 
By the way, F. P. tells me that the two-rec] Western dramas, 
which are being handled by Walturdaw’'s, are now being released, 
and that, judging by the volume of business these films have 
already attracted, exhibitors seem to be increasingly recognising 
the value of inclusion of this series in their programs. F,. P. 
has experienced what can only tbe described as a very big 
demand tor these pictures. 


‘« Arabian Nights ’’ Trade Show. 

Walturdaw’s local trade shaw of the much-talked-of. film, 
“The Arabian Nights,’’ which was held at the Futurist Kinema 
last week, was something quite out of the ordinary so far as 
such events are concerned. As was only to be expected, the 
exhibition attracted a large and distinctly representative onlook- 
ing of exhibitors, who hailed from all parts of the area operated 
from the Walturdaw's go-ahead Liverpool establishment. The 
efforts of a well-balanced and specially augmented orchestra 
contributed in no small measure to the effect desired to be 
conveyed to the mind of the audience by the film, and at the 
close of the performance there were, as there have been since, 
eaver inquiries on the part of exhibitors for dates. 


- Excluding. the Flapper. 


Hearty congratulations to Arthur Leslie, formerly of Liver- 
pool, and now Walturdaw's outside representative in the 
Manchester territory, upon his decided artistic ability and novelty 
of ideas. In connection with the trade view of ‘‘ The Arabian 
Nights '' he had designed a special card of invitation. This had 
been produced on lines singularly appropriate to the subject of 
the film. It contained two pictvrial representations of principal 
scenes from the picture; the letterpress was brief, but distinctly 
to the point; and, to ensure only duly authorised persons being 
admitted to the screening, a space was specially provided on the 
front of the card for the mame cf the invitee and the hall he 
represented, As the outcome of the somewhat stringent measures 
that have been adopted in several instances by the representatives 
of reuting firms locally for some time past, there is not nearly 
so much of the ‘ flapper ’? element in evidence at trade shows 
as was formerly the cause. At the same time, however, in many 
instances, the wrong persons do still manage, somehow or other, 
to find their way into trade shows, very many of which are 
ordinarily held every week in Liverpool, and it occurs to me, 
as a means of properly safezuarding the interest of bona-fide 
members of the trade, that Mr. Leslie’s form of invitation card 
might be extensively adopted. 


A Happy Hunting Ground. 


Sencthing akin to a happy hunting eround was Tom Griffin's 
experience of various parts of North Wales, where he made a 
comprehensive tour during the latter end of last week. His trip 
had been something in the nature of a triumphal tour, especially 
When contrasted with the more or less poor state of. business 
which has prevailed in the film trade for a considerable time 
past. He found quite a satisfactory market for the whole of 
Stoll’s 1923 cutput in numerous places. He tells me that until 
the trade show all bookings for the caverly-anticipated Stoll 
super-production, ‘ Dick Turpin’s Ride to York,” featuring 
Matheson Lane, have been suspended, At the same time, it is 
interesting to know that all first runs of this film, so far as the 
territory operated by Tom Griffin from Liverpool is concerned, 
have been cagerly seized by enterprising proprietors and 
managers, and have been satisfactorily placed in every instance. 
It is expected that the local trade show of *‘ Dick Turpin ” will 
take place shortly. 


Hodson & Goddard's ‘ Blindfolded.’’ 


This combination, on behalf of Provincial Productions, will 
screen on Wednesday next, at the Futurist, ‘* Blindfolded,” 
which features Bessie Barriscale and an all-star cast. It is 
claimed that this is an extraordinarily good super-production. It 
is certainly one which every live showman should have viewed. 
This is the first of several subjects this new firm will sereen 
for Provincial, 


PER COMEDIES 


REELERS. 
LIVERPOOL: 
LES T ER Séalas Lime Street, Wednesday August 23, 11 a.m, 
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CARL. LAEMMLE 
President, Universal Film Mfg: Co. 


Ohe Plant and the 
Personality Behind the 


UN IVERSAL 


Product 


Distributed by 
crops ean Motion Picture Co, Le 
ardour Street, Leadon WL 
hone —Resent 434 
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SAVE DATES. FOR 
BIG NEW PICTURES 


T* saddest showman in the next eyeivenontt is going to be the fellow 


who ties himself up to a long string of pictures—- -the exhibitor who 
signs a profit-eating contract for a season’s or half-season’s supply of 
pictures that will be old by the time he gets them. 

This coming twelvemonth more than ever before, the market is going 
to be swamped with pictures. Some will be fair. Some will be good. Some 
will be absolute washouts. Most of them will be comparatively old. 

The moment any exhibitor puts his signature to azy long term con- 
tract, he sells, gives, and parcels away all his rights to his theatre and what 
shall go on his screen. 

He signs away his right to play the best pictures on the market every 
week. : 

He sells his right to show the pictures the people want—w«hen they 
want them. 

He parcels away all privileges to his individuality. 

He makes himself a caretaker instead of an active manager of his 
theatre. ; 

He closes his doors to any and every good picture other than those 
that may come under his contract. 

He deprives himself of profit and patronage by COMPELLING 

_ people to go elsewhere to see good, big, new productions from other companies. 

He encourages and invites the strongest kind of competition. 

He denies himself the right of every exhibitor—to show the best 
pictures at any time, no matter who the producer may be. 

He pays for 52 or 104 pictures on the lone chance that he will get 
four or five or possibly ten good ones. 

HE BUYS PICTURES ON SPECULATION—NOT ON 
MERIT! 

Look me in the eye and tell me this: What are you going to do when, 
after getting all set with 52 or 104 bookings, along come such big ones as 
the forthcoming UNIVERSAL JEWEL SUPER PRODUCTIONS? 

THEY’RE WORTH WAITING FOR! 

IT’S UNIVERSAL YEAR—AND YOUR YEAR! 


SAVE DATES! a. 


M anaging Director. 


EUROPEAN. MOTION PICTURE COMPANY, ETD., 
169, Wardour Street, London, W.1. ‘Phones REGENT 4840. 


Distributors of UNIVERSAL PICTURES. 
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NEWSPAPER — 


ARE 


SHOWMEN 


They sense what the Public want 

That is why they have published more than 
| 
| 
| 


1,000,000 


words hd 


SECRETS 
N ATURE 


YOU 
ARE A SHOWMAN! 
SEE THE POINT? 


~ Look up your Trade Show in the list on another page. 


aa REGENT FILM CO., Ltd., «Swartod 
5167. 193 WARDOUR STREET, LONDON, Wa, West 


Go gle 


August 19, 1922. 


TRADE 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


IN THE 


43 


MIDLANDS. 


(By our Birmingham Correspondent.) 


Holiday Week Reflections—A Distinguished Visitor—A Vitagraph Note— Fox Co.’s Latest—With Thanks— 
An Ideal Par—More F.B.O, Serials. 


T was the kinemas that drew the holiday crowds this August, 
and not the railways and char-a-bane companies, so far 
2 as the Midlands were concerned. Rain, rain, rain, and 
nothing else but rain was the lot of residents in the Birmingham 
district throughout last week, and, consequently, city and 
suburban places of amusement were full, afternoon and evening. 
On all hands one hears of record takings at the kinemas, in 
fact, the probability is that, instead of being the slump month 
of the year, August, 1922, will prove the most profitable of the 
summer, 


A Distinguished Visitor. 

What a gathering of local exhibitors there was at the Queen’s 
Hotel, Birmingham, last week, to meet Mr. Marcus Loew, the 
American kinema magnate. Well over a hundred exhibitors 
from all parts of the territory accepted the invitation of Sir 
William Jury to luncheon at Birmingham’s premier hotel. 
Details of this are reported elsewhere. 


A Vitagraph Noie. 


Calling at the Birmingham office of the Vitagraph Co., I caught 
Mr. A. H. Winwood in the throes of making final arrangements 
for business to go on during his vacation at Blackpool. He has 
fixed the trade show of his next super, ‘‘ My Wild Irish Rose,’’ 
for the Futurist on September 27. I also had the pleasure of 
meeting Mr. B. E. Pilcher, who has just been transferred from 
the London office to become outside representative for vhe 
Midlands. 


Fox Co.’s Latest. 

Mr. Myers, of the Fox Co., believes that business is steadily 
improving in renting circles generally, and announces an 
interesting list of new offerings. Two of these were well 
received at the Scala last week. ‘* Carmen,”’ an all-star casi 
production, and ‘‘ The Reporter,’’ a rollicking Lupino Lane 
comedy, will be followed next Tuesday by another special pro- 
duction, ‘‘A Fool There Was.’’ He hopes ere long to give 
exhibitors full details of that super-production, ‘* Monte Cristo.”’ 


With Thanks, 


The Sutton Coldfield Branch of the British Legion has 
recognised the assistance Mr. Frank Smallwood, the manager of 
the local picture house, rendered that organisation by means 
of concerts and collections. The officials of the ex-servicemen’s 
organisation presented him a few days ago with a handsome 
silver cigarette case. 


An Ideal Par. 


Mr. Harold Boodson states that the next Ideal trade show 
will be at the Scala Theatre, Birmingham, on the 29th, when 
he will screen the Hobart Bosworth production, ‘‘ The Sea Dog,” 
a love story which includes a mutiny and a whale hunt, That 
much-discussed and sought after production, ‘tA Bill of Divorce- 
ment,’’ will await Midland exhibitors at the Futurist on Sunday, 
September 10. Mr. Boodson is now offering some fine ;ngle- 
reelers in a new series entitled ‘‘ The Wilderness Tales ’’ and 
‘* How It’s Done.” 


More F.B.O. Serials. 


Within a week of the trade show Mr. J. I. Norfolk reports that 
Midland exhibitors are clamouring for the ‘‘ Romance of the 
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Rosary.’” He announces details of four new serials. These are 
‘The Secret Four ’’ (Eddie Polo), ‘‘ The White Horseman,”’ 
and ‘t Winners of the West’ (Art Accord), and ‘t The Terror 
Trail "’ (Kileen Sedgwick). A trio of new Anita Stewart 
features will shortly be on offer, the titles of these being ‘‘ The 
Invisible Fear,’’ ‘‘ The Yellow Typhoon,’’ and ‘‘ Heart Mad 
Bargain.”’ 


Briefs of Interest. 


Mr. A. A. James announces that the St. George’s Picture 
House, West Bromwich, will reopen on September 4, 

On his return from a brief holiday, following his resignation 
as Midland manager for Allied Artists, Mr, Frank Leedham is 
now in charge of the local interests of the European Motion 
Pictures. 

To-day Mr. C. I.. Solomon (Stoll’s) returns from Margate, 
where he has been spending a fortnight’s holiday, and anticipates 
being able to make some important announcements next week, 

Exhibitors had an opportunity on Wednesday last of seeing 
episodes 5 to 10 of Pathé’s latest serial, ‘‘ The Jungle Goddess,”’ 
at the Futurist. 

Mr. Charles Hutchings (Walturdaw’s) is now offering the first 
quartette of Quality Plays, entitled ‘‘ The White Rat,” “A 
Question of Principle,” ‘‘ Fallen Leaves,’ and ‘‘ The Thief.’ 
His latest feature, ‘‘ Periwinkle,’’ stars Lucy Love. 


CARPENTIER AT THE GAUMONT 
STUDIO. 


Miss Marcia Van Dresser, the noted American operatic star, who 
has sung often in London and Paris, visited Georges Carpentier 
at the Gaumont Studio recently, where he is busily occupied on 


the Stuart Biackton picture, ‘‘ A Gipsy Cavalier.’? Many other 

distinguished people have also visited M. Carpentier at the 

studio, The photograph above shows Mrs. Blackton, Georges 
Carpentier, and-Miss-Van ‘Dresser, : 
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PROVINCIAL PRODUCTIONS, 
39 Blackfriars Street, — teteprone—7695 cer) MANCHESTER, 


Will present their 
Next Big Picture 


BLINDFOLDED 


Featuring 


BESSIE BARRISCALE 


AND ALL-STAR CAST 


at 


MANCHESTER: LIVERPOOL : 
Winter Gardens, Palais de Luxe, 
Peter Street, Lime Street, 
TUESDAY, AUG. 22, WEDNESDAY, 
at 11-15 am. AUG. 23, at 11-15 am. 


THIS FILM HAS THE BIGGEST & 
STRONGEST STORY EVER DONE. 


THE ACTING & PRODUCING ARE SUPERB. 


Now Passed by the Censor. 
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Messrs. HODSON & GODDARD, 
18 & 20 Manchester Street (Gm—“Navwe), LIVERPOOL, 


present 


BESSIE BARRISCALE 


BLINDFOLDED 


20 Marks 
Lancashire's Own" UW NBIASSED Opinion. 


The Truth Will Out. The Screen Must. Tell. 
Ten Marks Not Enough Not German Marks. 


BLINDFOLDED 


Featuring BESSIE BARRISCALE and ALL STAR CAST. 


THE PRESS .- - - A Sure Winner. 
ORIGIN - - - - Anglo-American. 
STORY - Something Original. 
POINTS OF APPEAL - Your Pay Box. 
PRODUCTION - - - Excellent. 

ACTING - - - Very Clever. 
PHOTOGRAPHY - - Stereoscopic. 
SUITABILITY- - - Everybody. 
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CINEMA FILM PRODUCERS, 
FILM RENTERS & OTHERS. | 


OR disposal as a going concern 
the assets of a well-known and 
established Film Renting Business 
with connections all over United 
Kingdom, running Contracts and 
valuable stock of wunworked films 


and unmatured Contracts. 


Principals should apply to—MESSRS. 


"NICHOLSON, BEECROFT & Co., 


12 WOOD STREET, LONDON, E.C. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE WEST. 


(By our Bristol Correspondent.) 


Good Holiday Business—Ralph Pringle Buried—Gaumont’s New Theatre—For Charity—No Sunday 
Concerts. 


HANKS to the weather, West Country exhibitors enjoyed 
a brief spell of really good business during the August 
holiday week. The wet and cold weather made people 
turn to the pictures again, but whether they were satisfied or 
ppt is another matter. I am afraid that some exhibitors, not 
anticipating a wet holiday with crowded houses, lost a good 
opportunity of impressing the public with the real amusement 
value of the pictures. In fact, I fancy some people left the 
kinemas with the idea that the ‘‘ movies *’ were deteriorating, 
the result of the mistaken idea possessed by some exhibitors that 
anything is good enough at holiday times. 


Ralph Pringle Buried. 


The remains of the late Ralph Pringle were laid to rest at 
the Vale Cemetery, Bristol, last week, in the presence of a 
large gathering of members of the trade and personal friends, 
The chief mourners were the widow, the two sons, Masters 
Ralpn and Neville Pringle, and daughter, Miss Mona Pringle. 
The Pringle Fund Committee was represented by the chairman, 
Councillor Horace Livermore, the treasurer, C. E. Gigg, the 
secretary, F. B. Sumpter, and the following members: Messrs. 
Tom Channing, Perey Condick, H. E. Cooper, KE. Harris, W. 
Johns, A. E. Rogers, and J. Thomas. Amongst others present 
were Messrs. W. Coutts and A. M. Jourew (Aberavon), W. E. 
Turner (chairman, Old Comrades’ Association, Grenadier 
Guards), H. Tomkins (delegate, Bristol C.B.A.), Alick Morrison, 
and S$. C. Bishop. Among the many beautiful floral tributes 
was a wreath from the chairman and committee of the Pringle 
Fund. Others came from the Bristol C.E.A., Mr. Coutts 
(Aberavon) and ‘‘ Uncle Jack,’’ ** Bristol Times and Mirror.” 


Gaumont’s New Theatre. 


The private projection theatre at Gaumont’s Bristol branch 


was opened on Wednesday, August 9, when E. J. Jennings hel] 
two shows, one in the morning and another in the afternoon, 
screenings ‘‘ Seas of Chance’? and ‘t Tense Moments From 
Opera.’”’ The little theatre is comfortably furnished and 
carpeted, about 30 roomy arm-chairs providing seating 
accommodation. The operating box is fitted up in the latest 
and most up-to-date manner, two of the newest models of 
Gaumont projectors having been installed. Adjoining is a repair 
department which is at the service of exhibitors. Mr, Jennings 
tells me that he will be holding a show every week; he also 
mentioned that an important announcement would be made 
shortly in connection with the firm’s latest production, ‘* Rob 
Roy.” 


For Charity. 


W. A. Northam, of the P.C.T., acted as auctioneer at a 
matinee given by the directors at the Clare Street Picture 
House, Bristol, on Friday last, in aid of the Lord Mayor's 
Hosp:tal Fund. Mr. Northam put up for sale a number of 
articles which had been given by local tradesmen, and succeeded 
in getting good prices. The proceeds of the sale, of course. 
went to the benefit of the fund. During a brief speech Mr. 
Northam explained that this was one of a number of matinees 
which the company had decided to hold in various towns for 
local charities. 


No Sunday Concerts. 


Geo. Morley, of the Assembly Rooms, Bath, has again tried 
to get permission from the local authorities to hold Sunday 
concerts, but in vain. No Sunday amusements, even of the 
mildest description, is evidently Bath’s motto. 


STOLL’S NEW FLEET OF MOTOR 
CARS 


For the Distribution of their Films 
throughout the Country. 


HE march of events sometimes forces the hands of those 

who would remain content with the old order of things. 

The day of the coach gave place to the railroad, and 

to-day the motor car and motor transport are auxiliaries which 

modern conditions necessitate. The kinema industry has nev:r 

been content to mark time, and representatives of renting houses 
have long used the motor car. 

It remained, however, for the Stoll Film Co., Ltd.—pioneers 
in many directions—to adapt the means of getting business to 
the whole of their territorial organisation, Krom as near John 
o’ Groats as there is a screen, to Penzance, and from the East 
Coast to remote Western Wales, one or other of the fleet of cars 
shown above—added to those already on the road—will be used 
to reach the out-of-the-way exbibitor. 


Such a mechanical addition to the selling forces of the company . 


places its representatives in an independent position so far as 
the smaller exhibitor is concerned. It also has the advantage 
of a more economical use of time, always a precious commodity 
in a film house. Inefficient train service has no terrors for the 
man with a motor ear, and with these additions to the cars 
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already owned by the company, the ramifications of Stoll’s repre- 
sentatives, if not more extensive than hitherto, will certainly be 
more expeditious and convenient for the exhibitor who prefers 
to place his bookings through a representative, This latest 
example of Stoll enterprise is a hopeful sign of steady trade 
revival. 


Sro.t.’s New F.eer or Motor Cars. 
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at the 


NEW GALLERY KINEMA, Regent St., 
ON 
MONDAY, AUGUST 21st :: at 11 am. 


The World’s Rights of this production 
3 33 are for disposal. 33 re 


The story of the film is that of a 
woman, who, believing the spirit of © 
her dead husband would return to her 
in another man, accepted an impostor. 


Dorothy Fane, Frank Dane and 
Simeon Stuart play the leading parts, 
supported by Thelma Murray. Kate 
Gurney and W. A. Freshman. 


Applications for Trade Show Tickets to be made to— 


RALEIGH KING, 


clo 175 Wardour Street, London, W.1. 
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The Best Example Yet of the Genius of Henry Edwards as 
a Comedy Producer! 


Leading Players 


ee PROVINCIAL TRADE SHOWS: 


: ee eee : LEEDS—Tuesday August 22, 1922, Picture House, Briggate, at 11 a.m. 
| GWYNNE HERBERT MBNERES TES —y etveety rhage 23, 1922, Picture House, Oxford 
: reet, a -15 a.m. 

NMC Eemone ~~: LIVERPOOL—Thursday August 24, 1922, Prince of Wales Picture House, 
SRY BROUGH i Clayton Square, at 11 a.m. 

: G : SHEFFIELD—Tuesday August 29, 192,2 Cinema House Fargate, 11 a.m. 
aa a as NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE—Wednesday August 30, 1922, Stoll Picture 


Theatre, Westgate Road, at 11- 15 am. 


IT WAS The U.K. Rights for this Picture Play will be controlled for Hepworth Picture 
A 
WeupEnrun: ead Ltd., i IMPERIAL FILM COMPANY, LTD., 2 Denman —— 


SUCCESS London, W.1. 


IN and at 


LONDON. MANCHESTER, 
NEWCASTLE- 
ON-TYNE, Telephone: Gerrard 2451, 
LEELS and Telegrams: ‘Impafil, Piocy, 
CARDIFF. 


Kippers 2? 
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Great Super Rating Picture 


VOLUDAVAVUDALU TUTTE T TTT be ee eee 1g Ficture 


WINNING 
: BRIDE : 


Depicting 


A Thrilling Racing Drama. 
A Stupendous Collision. 
Wonderful Acting. 
Amazing Photography. 
A Human Story that Grips. 


Featuring 


Mdlle. LOUISE COLLINCY and M. ANGELY, 


THE SFAR ARTISTES OF FRANCE. 
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TRADE SHOWS WILL BE ANNOUNCED 
NEXT WEEK. 


CLARION FILM AGENCY, LTD., 


Kinema House, 12 Cannon Street, MANCHESTER. 


Phone: 5688 City. Grams: ‘ Proclaim.’ 


PTTL ULLLLLLULLUL ULL LLLULL EEL 


SST Te TUTTLE ELLE LURE HCE TECH CO 


y 


Google 


August 1g, 1922. 


TITHE TRADE 


THE FILM RENTER. & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 5. 


IN SCOTLAND 


(By our Glasgow Correspondent). 


Kinema Star on the Stage—A Magnificent Result—Glasgow’s Latest—Three Hundred Films— _ 
** Over Sixty” Free, — 


- is about to fulfil a number of important theatrical engage- 

ments in Scotland. She is to appear here in the wellknown 

Seymour Hicks sketch, ‘‘ The Surprise,’’ and is sure to prove a 
hig attraction with the many admirers of her film studies, 


A Magnificent Result. 

Some interesting particulars have just been handed me in 
connection. with the last Scottish Kinema Ball, and I am 
pleased to intimate that the balance sheet shows a very splendid 
profit of £342 after mecting all expenses. It has been decided 
to give £100 apiece to the three leading Glasgow Infirmaries, 
‘while the Balance will be ear-marked for the Scottish Kinema 
‘Trade Benevolent Fund. Now for the next ball! 


Glasgow’s Latest. 


Magnificent in the extreme is the new B.B. Cinerama, which 
has just opened its doors in the Victoria Road, Glasgow. I had 
the pleasure of being one of the invited guests to the opening 
ceremony, and the congratulations to Mr. J. J. Bennell and his 
.co-directors were certainly very sincere. Before the official 
opening took place Mr. Bennell kept a knot of us greatly 
‘interested with his reminiscences of the carly days of the 
kinema trade in the West of Scotland. 


‘Three Hundred Films. 


Offers were recently invited for the stock of films belonging 


7 MANCHESTER BRANCH (C.E.A. 


Committee Discusses Many Important Matters. 
; A T the Committce meeting held on Friday last week, a 


J HEAR that Miss Isobel Flsom (the well- teow film actress) 


letter from the Musicians’ Union was read. Mr. Carlton 

was asked to see that a leiter be sent to all members 
stating that they were at liberty to make their own terms with 
their musicians, and that if any difficulty should arise to report 
tc the Branch Committee. 

Members were also recommended not to assist in any way 
the Salvation Army until an amende honorable had been made 
by General Booth. Also that it was advisable for members to 
refrain from doing business with those renters who ignore 
exhibitors and book super films to the theatres. 

In the matter of application for the relief of forward caitnaes 
it was agreed that such a Committee be formed in accordance 
with the note received from the General Council. This Com- 
mittee was therefore formed and will be happy to examine, in 
confidence, all fair and just claims received from members, and 
if deserving of help will forward the applications, with their 
recommendation, to the Joint Standing Committee in London 
for discussion with the renters. 

Another matter that came up for discussion was the booking 
of films by managers while under notice to leave. This prac- 
tice was condemned, and it was suggested, for the protection 


to the Albion’ Films, Ltd. (in liquidation), and the viewing of 
the stock attracted a large number of interested parties to the 
auction rooms at 44, Renfrew Street, Glasgow. I understand 
that there were some three hundred films of various types for 
cept these featuring many well-known actors and actresses, 


es Over Sixty ”’ Kise. 

Running against Mr. Martin B. Campbell Busi in town the 
other Gay, I was pleased ‘to hear of the excellent business being 
done at the Musketeers ‘Theatre at Oupar (Fifeshire) since he 
has become the lessee. Mr. Dunn has instituted somewhat of a 
novelty by inviting all persons over sixty years of age to visit 
the ‘* Musketeers ’’ free of charge every Tuesday evening, and 
he tells me that this concession is greatly appreciated by quite 
a number of the old folks. A kindly thought, Mr. Dunn! 


Edinburgh’s Kioemas. . 

I. notice in the newly-issued annual report by the Chief 
Sanitary Inspector for the City of Edinburgh a passing reference 
to the control of places of entertainment, where (to quote tho 
words of the report) ‘‘ crowds of people are housed. for lengthy 
periods."’ The official reports that the managements in most 
cases make every effort to have such important matters as 
cleanliness, ventilation, and heating properly attended to, but 
it is added that in a few instances it has been found necessary 
to indicate directions in which improvements could be effected. 


———<—=——_——[_—__= 


of the exhibitor generally, that no manager under notice to 
leave should be allowed to sign contracts during the term of 
his notice. 

It was also pointed out very strongly that while perhaps 
it was impossible for a traveller who takes a contract to confirm 
same on the spot, that at least all confirmations should be made 
in the Manchester Branch Offices, thus eliminating the possi- 
bility of sharp practice and ‘t hawking." 

The organiser remarked that ‘t Every day and in every way 
the Manchester Branch was getting stronger and stronger.”’ 

_The meeting closed with the usual vote of thanks. 


FOR SALE 
10,000 New and Second-Hand 


TIP-UP CHAIRS 


COMPLETE WITH 
GILT-IRON STANDARDS 


AT BARGAIN PRICES 
THE CHEAPEST HOUSE IN THE TRADE. 


“A. 1.” CINEMA SUPPLY Co., Ltd. 


16 Hanway Street, Oxford Street, W.1. 


One minute from Tottenham Court Road Tube 
"Phone: Museum 3891. Telegrams: Al Museum. 3891. 
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THE. FOUR: NORTHERN COUNTIES. 


(By our Newcastle Correspondent.) 


Walker Re-organisation—Picture-House Sale—Councillors*- Kinema Lesson—Manager’s ‘Advertising 
Stunt—Triangle Offerings—Hepworth’s New Picture. — 


"N connection with the reorganisation scheme that has taken 
I place at Walker’s Exclusives, Newcastle,.the dispatch of 
films will, in future, be from the garage and store, 1, 
Charlotte Square, Newcastle. As far as bookings are concerned 
these will be continued at the offices, 31, Westgate Road. 
Messrs. E.- A. Young, W. Mitchell, Lionel Crinkley, and J. 
Rodham have been appointed - by Mr. William Walker as 
travellers for the four districts into which he has divided the 
territory. At present Mr. Rodham is in charge of the dispatch, 
and this he will continue to superintend in aadition to his other 
duties. 


Picture House Sale. 


The Olympia Picture House, Murton Colliery, with a seating 
capacity of 750, has been in the market. The property, which is 
freehold, includes a main entrance, pay-box, large auditorium 
and circle, stage, and four dressing rooms. The sale was con- 
ducted by Messrs. Vasey and Reed, auctioneers, Newcastle, and 
bidding commenced at £1,000. At £2,700 the kinema was 
knocked down, the purchasers being the Murton Empire Picture 
Company, Ltd. 


Councillors’ Kinema Lesson. 


“The kinematograph is being largely adopted to show the work- 

ing of machinery, and a large gathering of representatives of 
municipalities in Northumberland and Durham were keenly 
interested in. the pictures shown at Gaumont’s private theatre, 
Newcastle, last week, of the working of the Pagefield system of 
collection and transport of house refuse. The system includes 
both horse and mechanical devices, which undoubtedly save a 
considerable amount of labour. Amongst those who were present 
at the exhibition were Major Steele, city engineer for Newcastle, 
and representatives from the Gateshead, Blyth, Newburn, 
Chester-le-Street, South Shields, Southwick, and Hebburn 
Councils. 


Manager’s Advertising Stunt. 

Newcastle kinema managers are getting more alive to the 
advantage of publicity in connection with the films they are 
screening. Mr. Randolph E. Richards, the manager of the Stoll 
Picture Theatre, hit upon a novel idea for drawing attention to 
the Mack Sennett comedy, ‘‘ Down on the Farm.’’ He inserted 
an advertisement in a local paper for 200 boys to be at the stage 
door with “dogs’ at a’ given time” last week, and there was a 
large response to the call. Boys with every conceivable kind 
of dog attended, and many of the animals looked as if they had 


been 


commandecred for the purpose. Line sheets were 
distributed to each lad,.together with:a ticket for admission to 
see the comedy. The sheets were tied on the backs of the dogs, 
and drew much attention as they passed through the streets, 
providing an excellent advertisement. 


Triangle Offerings. 

Mr. Harry Faid, the manager for Triangle Plays, informs me 
that he is experiencing a good demand for the new selection of 
comedies that came to hand recently, the especial favourites 
being those featuring Monty Banks. He has got a new serial, 
‘The Dangerous Adventure,’ and a strong dramatic subject, 
‘* The Panther’s Cub,’’ for which he ‘will shortly commence 
to take bookings. 


Submarine Photographs. 


‘* Fathoms Deep Beneath the Sea,” a film dealing with marine 
life, is the latest nature study picture that has been issued by 
the Regent Film Co., and Northern exhibitors will have an 
opportunity of viewing it on September 7. 


Jury’s Features. 


Mr. J. Finucane, the manager of Jury's Newcastle Branch, 
informs me that ‘‘ Brown Sugar,”’ the latest feature that he has 
screened to the trade, has made a strong appeal, and secured 
a good number of bookings. ‘‘ The Faithful Heart’ and ‘‘A 
Sailor Tramp "’ are the next two features he has ta submit to 
the trade. 


Hepworth’s New Picture. 


“Tit for Tat,” a Hepworth production, is shortly-to be 
screened to the trade by Mr. F. W. Morrison, the manager for 
Imperial Films, who declares that it is quite up-to the standard 
of ‘* The Lunatic at Large,’’ if it docs not surpass it. 


Short Lengths. 


A further output of 18 dramas has been purchased for this 
territory by High Level Exclusives. 

“The Sky Pilot,’ from the novel by Ralph Connor, is 
announced as the first of the new program of Moss Empires. 

“Was She Guilty? ' a Granger-Binger drama, has secured a 
number of contracts for the local agent, Mr. William Walker. 

On the last day of the month the‘ representative of Messrs. 


Butcher's will screen to the showmen the Violet Hopson feature, 
‘** Son-of Kissing Cup.” 


SOUTH COAST SHOWMANSHIP. 


RIGHTON picture’ houses have been getting a good share 

B of patronage during the seascn. This is due not so much 

to inclement. . weather as to wood - showmanship 
attractive programs. * 

Relerence is made in this: week’s ‘‘ By the Way”? to the 
rival announcements -of: the- Regent: and-the- Academy, and the 
mnanager of the latter picture house has, in addition to his clever 
poster, set out in his vestibule the synopses of his pictures, 
mounted and painted in colours. “At the Regent it is the custom 
to devote a half-hour in each program to something other than 
pictures. A recent ‘attraction was Carina, the dancer from the 
Covent Garden. Opera House. and .the Royal Opera House, 


and 


Google 


Copenhagen. A full to capacity house on Sunday last greatly 
enjoyed a high-class concert, when the artistes were Cecil 
Sherwood (tenor) and Laura Evans Williams (soprano). Basil 


Cameron's talented. orchestra of 36 performers was greatly 
appreciated also. 
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GOOD PRINTING IS 


ee ee 


ORMAN - WRIGHT, LTD., 
have had long experience in 
Printing for the Film Trade, and are 
Specialists in Fine Work which com- 
bines artistic effect with speedy 
delivery, good quality and low cost. 


8 Ss ws 


They are prepared to submit esti- 
mates, designs and general ideas for 
all kinds of Synopses and Posters. 


GOOD ADVERTISING 


ee 


NORMAN-WRIGHT, LTD., 


53a Shaftesbury Avenue « LONDON, W.C. 7. 
2 John Dalton Street vt MANCHESTER, 


Works - - 


- LEICESTER. 
enna e en np ee 


= Leader: The Real Cure for Hard Times .................0..00 ee 
By. the. Way! —geceesssidcweaceveovasevenysrcottoinnns poseaatnons vee G5 
= Germany’s Bid for the Markets of the World ............... ins 6 
= The Script Upon the Screen ............... cece eee eee een ee eee eeees 7 
= Sir William Jury Breaks Silence ..................0002 ce eeeeeee eee 8 
= Our New Northern Representative .................. cee e eee ee eee eee 9 
= Too Reminiscent of Reality ..............0.. 0 cece e cece ee ee ence ee eee 10 
= A Picture With a Vital Theme .............: din eceae saageneaaneee te 
= Locking Backwards: ‘‘A Ten-Years-Ago Trade Show ..............-.-. 13 
= Gripping Story of the Great Camyon ...............cc cece cee e eens 14 
= A Bright Hepworth Comedy —................0ceeeeeeeeteeeeeeeeeeees 15 
= Fine Sea Story of Storm and Tempest ...............-.0:eee eee eens 16 
= What London Renters are Doing .............-.00.sssseeeeeeees 22, 23 
= Renters, Ltd. ......... Cover | Clarion ...............0005. 50 

= Kodak ................ Cover European ............ 40, 41 

= PYOELON 0... se eee eens Cover Famous-Lasky .......... 17-2 

SD  aecerereneeneren Cover Granger ...-...00. cece ees 25 

= Butchers Goldwyn ............55 28, 29 
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SMALL PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS. | 


PUBLICITY. 


rt BLICITY AGENT FOR LONDON AREA.—A. 0. GAL 
DENER (late manager of Brock’s Crystal Palace firewor:s 
» Lewis Road, Sutton, Surrey : 


“DYNAMO AND MOTOR ATTENDANTS,” by Broadbent, is 
; & book of direct value to every opcrator-electrician Price 
’ 4s. 10d. from Rentell, 56, Maiden Lane, London. 


PROJECTORS, ACCESSORIES, Etc. 


3,000 TIP-UPS, with standards, 5s. 6d. complete.—Hellen. 
_ brand, maker, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend-on-Sea. 


HHEATRICAL’ TIP-UP CHAIR MAKER.—Trade supplied.— 
Hellenbrand, 66, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend. 


LET YOUR ADVERTISING RIGHTS TO THE FIRM THAT 

PAYS PROMPTLY. 
Best terms given for Curtains, Slides, or Programs. 
Write for particulars to : 
Palace Advertising Co., 
45a, Market Street, 
Manchester. 
‘Phone Central 2262. 


POSTERS, SLIDES, PUBLICITY, FILMS. 


POSTERS AND LANTERN SLIDES.—For advertising all 
classes of business send to the Greatest Poster Writers and 
Lantern Slide Makers in the North of England. Yorkshire 
Agents for Rose Dew Spraying Essence. Poster and Slide 
Specialists.—Imperial Animated Picture Co., Tlustlergate, 


_ Bradford. 
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FOR SALE. 

BARMOUTH, N.W.—FOR SALE, the Pavilion Cinema, 
holding 1,000; Concert Hall holds 700; Dancing Hall, six 
shops, 6,000 yards frechold the 
Promonnde. Most price accepted, —Apnly 
Mossrs. Waiters and Law, 46, Victoria Street, Manchester. 


vround, all situated on 


reasonable 


Make them feel they want 
to sit the program 
round again. 


SUC ETAT TUAA DEAE DUA TUATHA 


Of course you can't allow your 
patrons to d» this, but if you make 
them so comfortable that they 
want to, well, it’s only natural they 
will want the same seat next time 
they go to the cinema. Let it be 
yours because you choosse— 


Lanc. Agent: 


W. W. TURNER 


Se E. SHARP, 
arwic! orks, Orme's Buildings, 
King’s Heath, Parsonage, 
Manchester. 


BIRMINGHAM 


Tel. South 72 
‘Grams: * Cinechair 
Birmin ham." 


I ish Agent: 
I. 1. Bradlaw, 
51, Grafton Street. 
Dublin. 
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Managing Editor : 
FORTHCOMING TRADE SHOWS. 


LONDON. 
asta te AUGUST 28, 
.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 8 The Gutters 


a Own Theatre, 11 and 2-45, Money to Barn pickville to Nrokiheay 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 


Goldwyn, West End, 11. The Son 
EAmIOUR “Lasky, New Gallery, 11, orth of the Rio Grande. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. The Guttersnipe. 

Wardour, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-15, Free Air. 

¥ox, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-45, Mo: to Burn—Hickville to Broadway 
European, Own Theatre, 11 and 8 Perils of the Yukon. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 
Goldwyn, West End 11. Always the Woman, 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, Cheated Hearts, 
F.B.0., Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-15. 
European, Own Theatre, 11 er 3. 
United Kingdom, Super, 11. 


' THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 
Gaumont, New Gallery, 11. 
Goldwyn, West. End, 11. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 10, Cheated Hearts, 

F.B.0., Own Theatre, 8 High Heels. 
Jury, Own Theatre 10 and 3. Selected Feature, 
Wardour, Shaftesbury Pavilion 11-15, No Trespassing. 


FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 1. 
euUID, Shaftesbury Pavilion, 11-80. Schooldays, 
rege. West End, 11. Through the Wall, 
Own Theatre, 10 and 1-30. High Heels. 


MANCHESTER. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 


Famous-Laaky, Kinema Exchange. 11. The Green Temptation—North 
of the Rio Grande. 

Wardour. Kinema Exchange, 2. . Other Women’s Clothes. 

Ideal, Deansgate P.H., 11. A Bill of Divorcement. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20. 

F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11 and 2 
Deadline. 

Clarion. Gaiety, 11-15. Winning a Bride. 

Weisker, Kinema Exchange, 12. N Night of Romance. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 31. 
Goldwyn, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-30. Head Over Heels. 


FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 1. 

Goldwyn, Own Theatre, 11 and 2-30. The ‘Song of the Soul. 

Wardour, Kinema Exchan nge, 11. Free Air. 

Fox, Kinema Exchange, and 2. Money to Burn—Hickville “to 


Broadway. 
F.B.0., Futurist, 11-16. Yellow Typhoon. 


= LIVERPOOL. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 
Ideal, Prince of Wales, 11. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 
. Weisker, Palais-de-Luxe, ‘11. 
Clarion, Scala, 11-15. ‘winatiig 
F.B.0., Kinema Exchange, 11. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30. 
Butcher, Palais-de-Luxe, 11. Son_of Kissing Cup. 
F.B.0,, Kinema oe Nn. te Horseman. 


Lik leap th AUGUST 3 
alala-de-Luxe, ne Hickville to Broadway—Money to Burn. 
Kinema Exchange, 11 ll ant 2-80. The Song of the Soul. 
F.B.0., Scala, 11. 
PRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 1. . ‘ 
Goldwyn, Palaie-de-Luxe, 11. Head Over Heels. - 
Famous-Lacky, Scala, 11. The Green Temptation—North of the Rio 
rande. 


of the Soul. 


Yellow Typhoon. 
Perils of the Yukon. 
Do the Dead Talk? 


A Gypsy Cavalier. 
The Dustflower. 


. Cheated Love—Across the 


A Bill ot Divorcement. 


Night of Romance. 
The Rowdy. 


BIRMINGHAM. 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 27. 


.. Butcher, Scala, 7. aes of Kisaing Cup. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 
Goldwyn, Futurist, 11. The Wallflower. 
Racal Scala, 11. The Sea-Dog. 
B.O., King’s Hall, White 
weenniaay. AUGUST 30. ; 
Goldwyn, Futurist, 11. Head Over Heels. 
F.B.0., Seala, 11. False Kisses—Shattered Dreams. 


FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 1. 
bir arty -Lasky, Scala, 11. 
Fox, Futurist, 11, Very Truly Yours—Up and Going. 
Wardour, New St. a 11-15. Hearts Haven. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 
Ideal, Futurist, 7. Wilderness Tales—A Bill of Divorcement. 


NOTTINGHAM. 


Beyond the Rocks 
Waa She Quilty? 


orstman. 


The Green Temptation—North of the Rio 


° TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 
Famous-Lasky, Lounge, 11. 
Granger, Long Row Picture House, 11. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20. 
Fox, Lounge, 11. Very Truly Yours—Up and Going. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 31. : 
Walturdaw, Picture Palace. Depth of the Furrow—Returm of iss: 


THE FILM RENTER 


Moving Picture News. 


Low Warren. - 


LEEDS. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29 


Famous-Lasky, Majestic, 11, The Green Temptation—North of the 
Rio Grande, 


Fox, Kinema Exchange, 1040 and 2-15, Very Truly Yours—Up and 


Going, 
FBO! Kinema Exchange, 3-15, Nobody’s Fool, 
Son of Kissing Cup. 


Kinema Exchange, 11-40, 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30. 
Golden Riiema Exchange,3-15. Head Over Heels. 
Kinema Exchange, 11-40. Sure Fire. 
We geur Kinema sreanee 10-40, Heart’s Haven, 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3 
Walturdaw, Own Theatre, The Return of Mary—In the Dente of the 


Furrow 
FRIDAY... SEPTEMBER 1. 
F.B.0.,, Kinema Exchange, 2-15. The Guttersnipe, 
Wardour, Kinema Exchange, 11-40, Other Women's Cloties. 


SHEFFIELD. 
MONDAY, AUGUST 


Fox, Tivoli, 11, Strength of the Pines—Trailin’, 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 
Tit for Tat. s 


Imperial, Cinema House, Pg 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30. 

Famous-Lasky, Electra Palace, 10-45, The Green Temptation—North 

of the Rio Grande, 

Goldwyn, Union 8t, Picture House, 11, The Wallflower, 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31. 

Walturdaw, Union 8t. P.P, Depth of the Furrow—Return of Mary. 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1. 
Goldwyn, Union St. Picture House, 11. Head Over Heels. 


F.B.0., Own Theatre, 3. The Scrapper. 
Ideal, Cinema House, 11. A Bill of Divorcement. 
NEWCASTLE. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 28. 

Wardour, New Pavilion, 11-15. Heart’s Haven, 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29, _ 

Goldwyn, Stoll, 11. | The Wallflower. 

Fox, Queen’s Hail, 11. A Fool There Was. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30. 

F.B.0., New Pavilion, 11-15. wy tite Youth. 

Imperial, Stoll, 11-15, ore for Tat 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3 

Butcher, Stoll, 1. oe of Kissing Cup. 
FRIDAY. SEPTEM BER 1. 

Famous-Lasky, Grainger, 11. Beyond the Rocks 

Fox, Epi, a an y High=Bie ‘Dusttower 

Gotdwsa, New Pavilion, 11. ne Dustflower. 

F.B.0.. New Pavilion, 11-15. Cheated Love. 

BRISTOL. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 

Butcher, Queen’s, 8-15. Son of Kissing Cup. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30. 

Granger, Queen’s, 11-15. Was She Guilty. 

Ideal, Clare St. P.H., 11. Wilderness Tales. 

Gaumont, Own Theatre, 11-80 and 3. The Man from Blankley’s—A 

Soul’s Awakening. 

FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 1 

Regent, Triangle Hall, 11. Secrets of Nature. 


CARDIFF. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 2. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 


Goldwyn, Kinema Exc’ ange, 11. Golden Dreams. 
EDNESDAY, AUGUST 
Sky High—Big Town Ideas. 
Famous-Lasky, Onn Anke 11. =6=B 
Butcher, Kinema Exchange, 12-15. aoe * Kissing 
A Fool There Was. 
Goldwy 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 
A Sailor Tramp. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 0." 
Own Theatre, i lent Years. 
F.B.0., Own Theatre, 2-80. 
DUBLIN. 
MONDAY, AUGUST 
Fox, Sackville, 11. 


Granger, Kinema Exchange, 12-15. Was She Quilty? 
F.B. inema Exchange, 12-15. Parisian Scandal, 
Wrox Kinema eer banee, ri 
ond‘ the Rocks, 
on Eechanege, 12- a 
United Kingdom, Kinema ‘Rxchange, 8. jo ‘the Fly Talk? 
Fox, Grand Central, 11, 
Head Over Heels. 
European, lg ed 11, 
Famous-Lasky, Cinema House, 11. Beyond the Rocks, 
FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 
Always the Woman. 
tor Jim. 
28. 
oo Fear—Arabian Love. 
bal lene agai hd auau 


Ideal, Kinema Exchange, 8. Wilderness Tales. 
wenn Kinema He Danes: 11, Secrets of Nature, 
FRIDAY. SEPTEMB 
ban Wallflower. % 
nema Exchange, 11 
GLASGOW. 
n. rai House, 11. 
The Storm—Going Straight. ~- 
Jury, Picture House, 11. 
yar es Savoy, 11. Irving Cumming Series. 
Goldwyn, Cinema House, 1. 
Doe 
Fox, La Scala, +e ae eo emnen—The Reporter. 
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He's Going to Win! 


SON of 


KISSING 
CUP 


By Campbell Rae-Brown 


yp No. 9 on the BRITISH NATIONAL PROGRAMME. 
." It’s a 
WALTER WEST PRODUCTION 


VIOLET HOPSON 
STEWART ROME 


Supported by: 
CAMERON CARR, JUDD GREEN, ADELINE HAYDEN COFFIN 
tc. 


Release - March, 1923. U Certificate. 


Trade Shows: 


MANCHESTER, Gaiety Theatre, Friday August 25, 11 a.m.e 
BIRMINGHAM, Scala Theatre, Sunday August 27, 7-0 p.me 
BRISTOL, Queen’s Picture House, Sunday August 27, 3-15 p.m, 
LEEDS, Cinema Exchange, Tuesday August 29, 11-40 a.m 
LIVERPOOL, Palais de Luxe, Wednesday August 30, 11am, 
NEWCASTLE, Stoll Tyne Theatre, Thursday August 31, 11 a.m, 
CARDIFF, Cinema Exchange, Friday Sept. 1, 12-15 p.m. 
SHEFFIELD, Union St. Picture Hse., Monday Sept. 4, 11 a.m. 
NOTTINGHAM, Picture House, Long Row, Tuesday Sept. 12, 


11 a.m. 


pS ee SS SS SS 
BUTCHER’S FILM SERVICE, Ltd. 


Camera House, Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C. 4. - 


Phone: Holborn 5995 (5 lines). Wires: Butchilms, Fleet, L. ndon, 2 
Cables: Butchilms, London. A.B.C. 5th Edition. 


World's Rights | for Walter West Produstions and other important British Productions are piglusete otned and controlled by. Butcher's Film 


Service, Ltd., to whom all inquiries should be addressed. 


Original from 


Digiti O 
igitized by Go gle NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


aul 
= 


= OO OT 
LONDON Phone: Regent, 1468-9. ‘elegraphic Address: 
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MANCHESTER Phone: Central, 5987. 
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No. 459. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 1922. 


SIXPENCE, 


CATERING FOR THE HOLIDAY CROWD. 


The Straight Tip for the Indifferent Showman. 


UST now every seaside resort in the country is 
crowded with visitors on pleasure bent. What is 
the showman doing in order to cater for the enter- 

tainment requirements of holiday makers? 


In a very great number of cases we venture to assert 
that the exhibitor is not only. not making any effort 
at all to provide special attractions for the visitors to his 
town, but he is making the additional mistake of putting 
on the cheapest program he can book, under the muddle- 
headed impression that cold and wet weather will drive 
the crowd to seek amusement under’cover, and that in 
such circumstances they will be satisfied with anything 
he gives them. The showman who displays so 
poor a knowledge of crowd psychology as this deserves 
his fate. But the unfortunate thing for the business 
is that the result of such a suicidal policy reacts upon 
everyone in it. Not once but many times we have 
heard it said by the superior critics of the pictures that 
they would not go to a kinema if they were paid to do 
so, and inquiry has frequently elicited the information 
that the speaker, when on holiday, had visited a@ theatre 
in some remote seaside town, and had been utterly dis- 
gusted with the fare submitted. The films were worn 
out, years behind the times, and ‘badly projected. Is 
it surprising that. the visitors who came to be amused, 
and, had paid good money to attain this end, went away 
thoroughly disgusted ? 


The trouble does not stop there, unfortunately. If 
it did it would not matter so much, for the man who 
has 80 poor an idea of what the word showmanship 
means will ultimately realise he is on the wrong track, 
and amend his ways in order to improve his business, 
or he will have to get out. Meanwhile, his foolish 


‘methods continue to do untold harm to his brother show- 


men, and to the trade generally, for a dissatisfied 
customer is one of the most unsatisfactory things to be 
experienced in any line of business, and in an under- 
taking such as a place of entertainment, which has to 
rely wholly and solely upon the goodwill of ‘the public, 
it is absolutely fatal to success if the cause of 
dissatisfaction be not quickly removed. 


The showman who is wise regards the summer holiday 
season at the seaside as an opportunity to consolidate 
his existing clientele by offering them extra special fare, 
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in order to attract the visitor from the town: who-is- used 


to a higher class of entertainment than the smailer houses 
can usually afford to give... Such enterprise. generally 
brings. its due reward, for ‘a: well-advertised program of 
really good pictures will more often than -not result in 
full -houses and -satisfied audiences on-a dull and chilly 
August night. “Eyen when the nights. are fine and warm 
—there have been very few of this kind during the 
present summer—there is still: an attraction for the 
holiday maker when he sees first-class films advertised 
on the bills outside the house, and other Places of amuse- 
ment have already been visited. 


On the other hand, a list of poor and. out-of-date films 
will quickly drive the crowd away, and the few poor 
deluded: fools- who have been induced to part with their 
money and come inside will spread. the news, at every 
hotel and boarding-house at which they are staying, that 
the show is not worth seeing, and this will result in 
empty houses for the'rest of the week. - The final effect 
will be even more lasting and’ disastrous to pictures as 
an entertainment, for many people who’ may have made 
their first acquaintance.-with the kinema under such 
unfortunate circumstances—and there: are still quite a 
large number of folk who have never seen a film play 
of any kind—will register a vow 19 give pictures the 
go-by in the future. 


From .every point of view, therefore, it: pays—and 
pays handsomely—to treat the public well; to charge 
fair prices for as good.an entertainment as the seating 
capacity of the show will allow; and, above all, to present 
it in clean and pleasant surroundings. — The immediate 
result of such a policy is good. patronage, and a feeling 
of satisfaction all round, which. frequently induces 
recommendation and a further increase in box-office 
reccipts.. Above and beyond this the showman has the 
additional . knowledge that he has given his public a 
square deal..and that those who have made the acquaint- 
ance of his house’ for the first time will carry away 
pleasant recollections of an enjoyable evening, and will 
come again, and induce their friends to come with them 
on any! subsequent visit they may pay the town. 


Which igs the most satisfactory form of ‘business, and 
which pays best in the long run? 
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By the Way: A Weekly Causerie 


on Trade Topics. 


America’s Responsibility. 
ILLIAM A. BRADY, for many years a prominent 
W personality in the picture industry, has been 
e saying things in New York on his recent return 
from a survey of the foreign field. ‘‘ I am one of the 
very few producers,’* said Brady, ‘‘ who have been to 
Kurope four times since hostilities ceased on the other 
side. I went over primarily on theatrical business and 
entirely as a free lance so far as the picture industry is 
concerned. I had no axes to grind, and I looked over 
the field from an entirely rational viewpoint. Europe 
up to this time has not taken the picture game too 
seriously. | Money has been more or less tight over 
there. It has been considered necessary to use it for 
more essential purposes than the making of pictures. 
But right now the money market is loosening up a bit. 
I know that several of the big European bankers are 
ready to back the picture industry, and I feel that it will 
eventually be producing pictures that will be the equal 
or superior to any produced in this country. What is 
most to be feared is an embargo on American-made 
pictures. There is already a partial embargo on them in 
many countries, and I would not be surprised if a com- 
plete embargo followed unless the United States industry 
is willing to co-operate to the extent of importing the 
foreign product as well as exporting their own.”’ 


Dictionary Dysentery. 

“SHE individual ‘‘ hopelessly intoxicated with the 
immeasurable exuberance of his own verbosity ”’ 
has become a byword among us. “But his kind 

is not defunct, as witness the following extract from a 
correspondent’s letter in a provincial paper. We gather 
that he. is complaining of the quality of films shown in 
kinemas, but his point of view is rendered negligible by 
his idea. of style. Thus he begins: 


. ‘ Art” aptly, ardently, and. artfully attains the. acme of con- 
tradistinction as appertains respectively to films and stage plays, 
etc., which differ diversely and downrightly in that films, mostly, 
-ave artfully and attractively shed, shown, and spread in manner 
fantastic, gaudy, garish, and mayhap conglomerative, if not 

. yvoss. . Thus variously and according to the temperament. and 
tendency of the film inventor, organiser, and producer. 


What does this kinemaniac mean? 


The Goldwyn-First National Merger. 


ATE news from America states that the deal between 
Goldwyn and Associated First National, which has 
..: been in process of negotiation for several months, 
is off. The only statement issued in connection with 
the matter came from Associated - First National, and is 
as follows: ‘' After a thorough consideration of the con- 
templated contract between Associated First National 
Pictures, Inc., and Goldwyn Pictures, - Ine., both 
companies have reached the opinion that the difficulties 
involved in a contract of this magnitude are so many 
that it is better at this time not to conclude the deal.” 
Goldwyn announces that its system of exchanges will 
be continued; and its identity as a producing and dis- 
tributing concern will be maintained. - 
The Export Trade. - 

PPARENTLY the export trade in films is looking 
up. ' A. E. Mainwaring informs me ‘that he is 
off to Paris in’ connection with a pfominent firm 

handling a well-known brand, and that the whole of the 
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Continental rights will be disposed of from his firm’s 
agency in Paris. Carl Laemmle has also made com- 
prehensive arrangements for distribution in France and 
Belgium. He has just appointed Albert B. Blofsom 
head sales manager for the Continent, with headquarters 
in Paris. |Blofsom has been feature sales manager at 
Philadelphia for some time, and his work is said to have 


merited promotion. 


British Kinema Girls. 


HE declaration by Mr. H. Winik, who has just 
‘returned to this country from New York, that a 
British picture now showing in America contains 
a star that can ‘‘ knock beauty spots off Mary Pickford 
and the rest of the American actresses,’’ will doubtless 
crcate the greatest satisfaction in the British studios. 
«And Miss Fay Compton, the star in question, will pos- 
sibly be very ‘* bucked up ’’ in consequence. The 
** Daily Mail,’’ in its leading columns, refers to the state- 
ment ag “ refreshing news,’’ and adds: 

This country, of course, has neither the population nor the 
climate to compete with America in the matter of film produc- 
tion, but that is no reason why our talent should remain so 
completely overshadowed by that of America. Many of our 
famous actressea have appeared occasionally on the films, but the 
United States have produced famous actresses who act only for 
the films. They have specialised more than we, and that is one 
of the reasons for their success. 

Mr. Winik, who practises as well as advocates expert 
publicity, has certainly set tongues wagging about the 
kinema stars of the two countries. We shall await with 
interest the reception of Mr, Winik’s declaration across 
the pond! 


Charlie Chaplin’s ‘‘ Pay Day.’’ 


HE announcement by H. Winik that Chaplin’s 
latest comedy, ‘‘ Pay Day,’’ is to be distributed 
through the Pearl organisation is of considerable 

interest. It is some time since the last Chaplin comedy 
was issued, and, although it was not up to the standard 
of ‘* The Kid,’’ exhibitors did very well with it, and no 
doubt are quite ready for another Chaplin proposition. In 
the meantime M. Louis Delluc is issuing his book, entitled 
‘“* Charlie Chaplin ’’ in the United States, with the full 
approval of the screen comedian. M. Delluc compares 
Chaplin with Moliere, but declares that Moliere was often 
tedious, whereas Chaplin can never become so. The 
author also compares the screen star with Nijinski, the 
dancer, which has given rise to the query as to whether 
Charlie will do any dancing in his next comedy now com- 
pleted. 


Exploitation De Luxe. 


7 EW exploitation stunts are always welcomed by the 
enterprising kinema manager, but it is admitted 
thal brain waves of new and practical value are 

u scarce commodity. The very latest—of course, from 
across the pond—is the gift of one dollar to every patron 
attending the performance. As the price of the dollar 
still ranges around five shillings, and the charges for the 
cheaper seats are often under one shilling, this offer 
would appear to be on the generous side. And when 
examined, it was found that the manager :of this par- 
ticular theatre had arranged «# judicious tic-up with one 
of the local banks, and the condition of the gift was that 
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the cheques were redeemable only if the bearer opened 
a savings account. of ten dollars or more before a certain 
date, and pledged himself to continue the account for 
six months. The stunt is described as highly successful. 
It packed the theatre, and gave the bank a topping 
advertisement. Over 700 new accounts were opened 
during the week, many of which are expected to be per- 
manent. 


The Spider and the Film. 


HE real article is required, not the ‘‘ crook ’’ 
version who burgles in the most approved manner 
in evening dress! We have had an abundance of 

the latter, but we have yet to learn that the trained 
spider has posed for the camera. At last, however, 
there is promise that this insect shall have its place 
before the arc. In the filming of ‘‘ Rob Roy,’’ and in 
the presentation of the principal character, Robert Bruce, 
a pet spider is required to play its important part in 
the scene in which the Scottish patriot is inspired to 
doughty deeds. We are rather afraid the producer will 
need inspiration before he is done with the spider. And 
what about the web? 


Operators’ Strike Settled. 


SERIOUS strike situation, which arose between 
the Theatre Owners’ Chamber of Commerce, con- 
trolling 700 kinemas in the Metropolitan district 

of New York, and the machine operators, and which 
culminated in an unanimous decision of the projectionists 
to ‘‘ down tools ’* on September 1, has fortunately been 
settled. The owners gave notice of a 10 per cent. 
reduction on all wages in the operating rooms, as this 
reduction has been repeatedly urged by the Employers’ 
Wage Scule Committee, and resisted by the employees. 
With the decision to strike before them, the owners 
seriously considered the position, and conferences were 
held between the two parties. Finally, the owners 
abandoned the demand for a reduction, subject to a full 
consideration of the whole matter by a special committee, 
on which both sides are to be represented. The order 
for a strike was thereupon rescinded, and harmony 
prevails, 


A. E. Smith’s Return. 


E. SMITH, President of the Vitagraph Company, 

e has arrived in New York from his trip 

to London and Paris, accompanied by Mrs. 

Smith (Jean Paige). Mr. Smith has not made any 

public pronouncement of the results of his visit to this 

side, but he admits having a good time during his six 

‘weeks’ trip. He is also quite enthusiastic about the 
outlook abroad for American films. 


National Laugh Day. 


BRAND new idea has been formulated in American 
film circles, highly commended by the Press, and 
heartily endorsed by trade leaders and critics, 

in favour of a National Laugh Day. Arthur S. Kane, 
president of Associated Exhibitors, is responsible for this 
brain wave, and puts it forward as ‘‘ a plan for making 
practical use of our one superb spiritual gift—our 
national sense. of -humour.’’ Mr. Kane says that 
-economists declare the world is ill and needs a doctor. 
“Let other nations go ‘ bust’ if they must, but with 
our, anti-toxin sense of humour there is no excuse for 
: America not coming quickly out. of the~ doldrums. 
Laughter is more. efficacious than pills. -Why not uncork 
the panacea, .and: dose the nation with an annual laugh 
day!’’ Governor Allen, of Kansas, in a telegram of 
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approval, says: ‘‘ The visualisation of the whole blessed 
nation sitting back in its haunches at a certain hour of 
a certain day, and giving vent to a rich, deep laugh, has 
something in it that tickles the fancy and cheers you 
up.” And so the various sides of the industry are 
getting together to prepare for the great Laugh. Perhaps 
the celebration, if successful, might be extended to Great 
Britain with many undoubted advantages ! 


Mystery Serial. 


ENTON ASH, author of many newspaper serials 
and their film adaptations, tells me that his new 
serial, ‘‘ The Studio Mystery,’’ has been accepted 

for publication in ‘‘ The People ’’ newspaper, and that 
the first instalment commenced on August 13. His 
book of this name was written many years ago, but he 
has now exemplified the theme into a very powerful story. 
It is interesting to note that Mr. Ash has, at one and 
the same time, prepared an elaborate scenario for the 
picturisation of the story. It is almost a pity that the 
fine publicity connected with the publication of the serial 
in newspaper form could not have been utilised by some 
enterprising producer, and the film distributed con- 
currently with the newspaper version. 


Ralph Pringle Fund. 
UBSCRIPTIONS are coming in satisfactorily to this” 
S fund. The Bristol Branch of the C.E.A. has con- 
tributed a sum of twenty guineas, and the 
Birmingham Branch ten guineas. The appeal is now 
before the other branches. 


Author’s Film Rights. 


N important decision has just been made in New 
York by Judge Knox, of tha U.S. District Court, 
in a claim made by James Oliver Curwood, the 

well-known author, that ‘two situations were illegally 
taken from his novels in the filming of ‘‘ I Am The Law.”’ 
This is an Affiliated Distributors’ production, and the 
company bought the film rights, for which a substantial 
sum was paid. They considered that this payment 
carried: all the rights of picturisation, and as they only 
wanted the use of Mr. Curwood’ 's name, they used other 
material in preparing the scenario. |The author, on his 
part, contended that he granted only the right to film 
the story, and that whan his name was used as author 
foreign material could not be introduced. Judge Knox 
upheld Mr. Curwood’s contention, and granted an 
injunction restraining the company from using the 
author’s name in the exploitation of the picture. No 
damages were asked for. 


Screen Villains. 


HE prim and uncompromising members of the 

] Women’s Board of Foreign Missions have, in 
conference assembled in America, gravely con- 
demned the baneful effect of the films in the Oriental 
countries. Indeed, thé ever-popular Western cowboy 
pictures, it ig declared, make life in the Orient extremely 
hard for the missionaries. |The unsophisticated Chinese 
or Japanese, viewing these pictures, must naturally con- 
clude that all Americans are barbaric savages who gamble 
for a living, drink whisky like water, carry two guns and 
a bowie knife, and kill their fellow- man as & acpestane: 


The conference is still 
considering - which - | 
best. to abolish. in the 


Orient—the: cowboy 
the missionary ! 
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A LAY PRESS FALLACY. 


The Utter Futility of Statements, Inspired by Jealousy, 


that the Public is Losing 


HERE have been many assertions—inspired by 
l jealousy—these last few months, by film critics 
anj journalists of the lay Press, and even 
by people with money in the trade, to the effect that 
the public was losing its liking for the kinema as a form 
of entertainment. Now, if this were true, it would be 
a very serious matter, indeed, for the huge number of 
people with investments in the various branches of the 
industry. All kinds of arguments have been put forth 
to prove the case, but mostly the causes instanced were 
merely things on’ the surface, and the ill-effects conse- 
quently only temporary. 


The Kinema Has Not Lost Its Grip. 


No one, especially in the trade, will claim that all is 
well with the kinema. Films are not what they might 
be, even within the restricted range of popular appeal, 
and there is a lamentable weakness on the side of house 
management and exploitation; but it does not follow 
that the kinema film as entertainment has lost any of 
its grip. Mostly, it is the cry of bad business all round 
that has obviously caused tnany writers to seek the 
reason, and, failing to find sufficient ground for real 
argument in lack of normal means among the people, they 
have tried to strike a death blow by suggesting that the 
fundamental appeal of the kinema has largely gone. 
But they have not proved it. 


An Apt Simile. 


Because cotton fabrics are not being bought at home 
or abroad just now as freely as is normal, it does not 
follow that cotton is doomed and Lancashire ruined. 
And to a similar degree the kinema patronage and box- 
office turnover of the present day is no real criterion as 
to the real position of its basic appeal. It is because 
the consequences of any general weakening in faith in 
the kinema film would be so disastrous at the moment 
that this canard is being dealt with. Capital of sufficient 
magnitude for adequate. production is being gradually 
interested in this country. This is a vital necessity, yet 
rash statements about public favour will scare it away. 


What Made the Pictures Popular? 


Now can we prove that the kinema film is not failing ? 
Simply because it cannos until some new scientific dis- 
covery makes the picture house obsolete, or photography 
a back number. That which made the kinema, and 
carried it to its boom when money was free, will main- 
tain it. Why, the patronage to-day is marvellous 
considering the money shortage! What made the 
kinema film popular? The simple fact that it was an 
entirely new medium for dramatic expression. A moving 
picture of the scenic or interest type alone would never 
have made the film industry, although these would still 
have been featured at the music hall. 


An Irresistible Appeal. ® 

Even in the days of crude single-reel dramas and 
absurd ‘comedies, people were interested, gripped, and 
moved to laughter and tears. By means of the film, 
with its possibilities of presenting a pictorial story from 
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its Liking for the Kinema. 


beginning to end, in the settings and atmosphere 
germane to the plot; dramatic values, in spite of lack of 
speech, were intensified. The novel only, in its own 
form, could do this. Thus, to the bulk of the public, 
the appeal was irresistible, and is still. But it was not 
only this intensified dramatic value which ‘‘ made ’’ the 
pictures. The beauty of the exteriors, taken in all parts 
of the world, incorporated into the stories, opened up a 
new enjoyment to the multitude. And the interior 
sets not only pleased, but improved the taste of ‘the 
people. No wonder the public generally took the kinema 
film to its heart. 


Entertainment—and Art. 


As we all know since then, brains, ideals and money 
have lifted the film from mere entertainment to (in its 
best form) a real art. Every month produces pictures 
from all parts of the globe which are better than those 
which have gone before. It is true that there is still 
a deal of ‘* dud ’’ stuff on the market which finds its way 
into numcrous kinemas to the disappointment of the 
public and the detriment of the house; but wise selection 
on the part of producers, renters, and, to a degree, 
exhibitors, is constantly lessening the undesirable film. 
To-day there are more enthusiastic, efficient, and 
idealistic producers in the kinema world than in ordinary 
drama. 


Appeal of the Film Cannot Fail. 


Men are behind them who will stake money on an ideal, 
because they know the appeal of the film cannot fail; 
but only by its constant improvement can it be kept on 
the crest of the wave of public approval. More and more 
this is being realised; not only are attempts being made 
to widen the scope of the film, but the study is also 
intensive. Every phase is being watched and developed. 
More particularly are better stories being searched for. 
The best films yet have been based on scenarios specially 
written for kinema purposes. In the successful exten- 
sion of this lies the improved future of the kinema. 

No, until science gives us a new medium for presenting 
dramas, the kinema will continue to prosper. It 
demands, and has imagination, capability and courage. 
And the greatest of these is—courage. 


SLOWED-DOWN SWIMMERS. 


LINE of speed swimmers has been filmed by the Pathé 
Pictorial as they are starting to race. The peculiar 
flat dive that gains valuable time for the racing 

swimmer is shown in every detail; for the effect of the ultra 
rapid camera that is used is to depict the racers gliding grace- 
fully through space towards the water and breaking its surface 
with ludicrous slowness. Apart from the fact that the film is a 
novel and interesting animated study ‘of ‘‘ the poetry of human 
motion,’’ as a ‘‘ screen coach’* for the racing swimmer the 
Pathé picture has undoubted recommendations. 
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STRONG SEX STUFF ON THE SCREEN. 


Miss Shackleton’s Amusing Deductions. 


ie BLASTING A WAY INTO “BIG MONEY.” 


ISS EDITH SHACKLETON has been unburden- 
ing her soul to the readers of the ‘' Evening 
Standard,” and the subject of her trouble is the 
She objects in the strongest possible terms to 

Just 


Film. 
what she calls *‘ strong sex stuff "’ of the pictures. 
listen to her:. 

“‘ There tan be little hope,’’ she says, ‘‘ for the future 
of that poor, half-demented foundling of the arts, the 
film play, until the film-watching public takes its educa- 
tion into its own hands by beginning to express approval 
or disapproval in film theatres. No class of purveyors 
is more blatantly sure of itself than the film-makers and 
distributors. Merely to look at their trade journals is 
to get a deafening sensation of confident clamour. 
‘Were are real box-office attractions,’ they scream, 
‘ pictures that will drag them away from the parks, 
the ball-game, and other outdoor amusements ’; or ‘ Let 
us help YOU blast your way.into BIG MONEY.’ 


‘‘ They are so sure that they know. ‘ This film will 
be a great success,’ I heard a film-man declare lately to 
an inaugural gathering which included only one woman. 
‘ It has a YO per cent. woman appeal.’ The only woman 
there had not been conscious during the show of any 
unusual wear on her heartstrings. ‘How do they 
know?’ she asked another film-man; ‘ how do they know 
whether the public like their films or not?’ ‘ They 
don’t know,’ said he; ‘ they have no way of knowing. 
The public takes what comes as though it were the gentle 
rain from heaven.’ ”’ 


Hunger v. Love. 

And, again: ‘‘ On film-makers the Freudian blight has 
settled thick and hard. They have evidently accepted 
enthusiastically the theory that the human race spends 
most of its time in thinking about sex, and wants to go 
on thinking about it when it goes to the pictures. This 
sounds terribly luxurious and dangerous to the Puritan. 

. . When a passionate scene is interrupted, so that 
the screen may he occupied by a picture of a girl’s mouth 
about ten feet wide, and looking rather like a mountain 
range on a sketch map, the tendency must be rather to 
put the beholders off kissing for the rest of their days. 

‘‘Tt is not true that most. men are thinking how tired 
they are of their wives, or that most women are wonder- 
ing how to win their husbands back. | Most men are 
wondering how to keep their jobs. Most women are 
wondering what to make for dinner to-morrow. _ Your 
most determined Freudian will surely admit that hunger 
is even a more dominant human force than love.”’ 
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Can Sex Subjects be Ostracised? 


Miss Shackleton appears to be a lady of pronounced 
views, and is apparently not favourably impressed with 
kinema entertainment generally. She is, however, 
quite right in her denuneiation of ‘‘ Strong Sex Films.”’ 
They are, and always have been, unacceptable to the 
great bulk of the British kinemas. Pictures with the 
predominant sex flavour have always been in limited 
supply in this country. There is no real demand for 
them. And no kinema that caters for the family circle 
ever books them. But it is quite a different matter 
to class films with the sex or domestic interest promi- 
nently developed, and produced with tact and delicacy, 
as salacious and vicious. The drama of real life, with 
its heart interest, its passions and its humanity, is as 
acceptable to picture-goers as it is to the public who 
patronise stage plays or read fiction. Take away the sex 
interest in film dramas, and you confine the scope of 
the moving pictures to travel, crime, or adventure. It is 
neither desirable nor possible. “Because this lady purist 
ran across @ particularly glaring instance of the salacious 
subject it is no reason why the majority of sex or domestic 
pictures—generally produced with great care and delicacy 
—should be ostracised. 


What the Public Want. 

Miss Shackleton is apparently anxious to ascertain 
whether the manufacturers of films know what the public 
want, and asserts that no class of amusement caterers 
is apparently so sure of itself as the film producer. One 
answer she got was to the effect that the producer did 
not know, and had no way of knowing. This assertion 
is wrong in substance and in fact. The maker of films 
is very much in the same category as the maker of soap 
or any other commodity. He depends entirely on the 
goodwill of the public. If the latter does not like his 
product they do not buy it;.in the case of the kinema 
they cease their patronage when the bill is not to their 
liking. And through the retailer the manufacturer soon 
knows whether certain brands of his make are likely to be 
popular or otherwise. The kinema public is not by 
any means as inarticulate as Miss Shackleton and others 
would have us believe. It may not in all cases get the 
plays it wants, and it may tolerate many pictures which 
fail to interest, but in ‘the long run it calls the tune. 
The kinema manager who studies his patrons very soon 
knows what they like or dislike, and naturally he does 
his utmost to meet their desires. We can assure Miss 
Shavkleton that the ‘‘ half-demented foundling of the 
arts ’’ has come to stay, and, despite the carping of self- 
constituted critics, is destined to be the greatest pur- 
veyor of genuine entertainment that the world has ever 
known. 
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H. WINIK RETURNS TO LONDON. 
Will Distribute, Chaplin’s “Pay Day.” 


ae 

WINIK, of the Western Import and Pearl distributing 
organisations, returned to London by the White Star 
Liner, Cedric, on Monday. He has been absent in 

New York for several months, and he hopes to be able to com. 


Mr. H. Wink. 


plete arrangements for an extensive stay on this side. 


He has 


brought with him a number of special attractions, including the 
latest Charles Chaplin comedy, ‘‘ Pay Day,’’ which _ his 
organisations will distribute in Great Britain and the Irish Free 
State. 

Mr. Winik hag a very high opinion of ‘‘ Pay Day,’ and con- 
siders it will mean as much to the exhibitor in this country as 
‘* The Kid "’ did some time ago. Another production which will 
shortly be. offered to the exhibitors of this country ig, a, con- 
densed history of the Bible, made in Los Angeles, and completed 
in 102 reels. It is probable it will be issued in serial form. It 
has been most comprehensively produced, is most reverent, and 
should prove of great educational value. 


British Pictures. 

Mr. Winik expressed himself to a representative of THE FiuM 
ReNTER as very gratified at the results of his purchase of the 
British film, produced by Ideal Films, Ltd., ‘‘ A Woman of No 
Importance,’’ which he says is having a wonderful reception 
in New York at the present time. Its success, he considerg a 
complete answer to those who say that films cannot be success- 
fully made on this side. Thig picture is admirably produced and 
acted. Particularly does Miss Fay Compton, who plays the 
lead, shine like a star of first magnitude, and equal in every 
way to her compeers in America. He entirely repudiated the 
belief, so prevalent in certain circles, that America only 
possesses the desired type of film star, with beauty and the 
necessary screen technique, that makes her performances 
universally popular, Britain has just as many pretty girls as 
America, and it only required hard work and enthusiasm in 
their profession to give them all the opportunities of success. 
He admitted that Miss Compton was in a class of her own; 
but she would not suffer in any way in comparison with the 
screen stars of other countries. 


WHY SIR WILLIAM JURY RESIGNED 
FROM THE K.R.S. 


His Term, “Not Playing Cricket,” Regarded as an 
Aspersion by the Renters. ; 


(By H. J. BOAM, Chairman, The Kinematograph Renters’ Society). | 


NIR WILLIAM JURY, in his speech to exhibitors at 
Birmingham recently, purported to clearly state 
his reasons for resigning from the Kinematograph 

Renters’ Society. In attempting this he has cast an 
aspersion on his fellow-renters who remain members of 
that organisation that I, as chairman of that body, can- 
not allow to pass unheeded. 

Sir William mentioned that they—meaning the 

members of the Society—were ‘‘ not playing cricket ’’ 
with the exhibitors. Doubtless by this Sir William 
hoped to impress his audience with the notion that he 
alone was the exhibitors’ real friend. If this was in 
Sir Williain’s mind, it is somewhat surprising to find that 
he should attack other renters in order to emphasise the 
point. I venture to suggest to Sir William that renters 
generally are equally as capable as himself of deciding 
what constitutes the term ‘ playing cricket,’’ and all 
it involves, 
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Sir William apparently referred to ‘‘ certain things ”’ 
which led him to resign from the Society. I only know 
of one principle on which Sir William was at variance 
with his fellow members, and which was the direct cause 
of his resignation, and that was in regard to the fixing of 
minimum prices, a policy which was found necessary at 
one time to follow, in certain well-defined instances, as 
a measure of protection. 

Sir William, I think, will not deny the accuracy of 
this statement, and neither will anyone, whether it be 
renter or exhibitor, deny that given certain conditions 
brought about by an exhibitor, or a combination of 
exhibitors, the renters have a right to protect themselves. 

Had Sir William made this clear to his hearers he 
would have been dealing with the matter of his resigna- 
tion in a fair and just manner, instead of allowing 
exhibitors and others to imagine all kinds of happenings 
which his term ‘‘ not playing cricket ’’ implied. 
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INTEREST VALUE OF INTEREST FILMS. 


Present-day Films. with Tip-top Entertainment Value 


that may Pull 


T": increasing Mumber of really good interest films which 


are being produced und placed upon the market from: 


time to time witnesses to two reat fasts: one that those 
who produce them are alive to the possibilities of the film as an 
educational medium, and secondly that it is being realised by 
those in closest touch with the kinema-going public—viz., the 
exhibitor—that interest films of the standard of those being 
issucd to-day have a real entertainment value. 


EARLY ‘ INTEREST ”’ PICTURES. 

That there has been in the past an inclination on the part of 
some exhibitors to look askance at interest films is possibly due 
to remembrance of the pictures upon which the infant industry 
cut its teeth, Short, flickering, imperfect, blurred, films of some 
particular incident or scientific fact taken from such a view- 
point that they compared badly with the preduction of the 
better equipped studio where the earlier dramas were produced, 
became, alter the novelty of the moving picture: had worn off, 
things to eschew. As the greater iuman appeal of the drama— 
erude though it often was—beean to vrip the picture-goer, the 
‘interest “' film beeame amore and more ignored. Comedy of 
the farcical, blundering character came as a relief to the drama, 
and the topical gave variety in vet another direction, The 
interest film came to be dubbed * highbrow,’ and the average 
showman, recognising the tact that there were comparatively 
few highbrows—if, indeed, any at all--amony his patrons, passed 
the interest film by with hardly a thought. 


A REVEALER OF SECRETS. 

But, as the photoplay has progressed from the crude story of 
its carly period, so that to-day it challenges comparison with the 
legitimate staye in artistry of expression and beauty of technique 
and subject, so, it will be readily admitted, has the interest film 
come forward to tell its story of scientific fact, of the workings 
in some minute portion of Nature’s vreat workshop, to explain 
this or that cause for this or that effect. To-day the showman 
who would introduce variety into his program and put attractive 
pictures before his patrons cannot afford, even were he desirous 
of sa doing, to omit the newer style of interest film from his 
booking list. The development cl kinematography on its 
technical side has made it possible to peer into and record the 
habits of tiny creatures whose mode of life is full of interest, 
and the use of the ultra-rapid camera for recording the quick 
movements of small creatures, and slowing them down before 
the cyes of the public, has been of inestimable benefit. 


PATIENT PRODUCTION. 

Before passing to consider the newer interest film from the 
showman’s point of view, it is worth while to stay a moment 
and pass a vote of thanks to the producers of such pictures, who, 
in many cases, have been actuated in the making of these 
attractive pictorial records, not so much by the possibility ol 
making large profits upon their venture, but by the wish to 
communicate the knowledes which was theirs, and increase the 
appreciation of the beanty with which they had come in contact. 
An eminent American writer once spoke of certain literary efforts 
which, written merely for money-making, had a metallic sound, 
and certainly one has met with some films that possess a metallic 
look. But if one is making Nature pictures this ‘t cold, mechanic 
motion ’’ cannot so readily enter. I! the producer of a photoplay 
had to sit crouched up in a cramped position for hours waitiag 
for the expansive smile of his ‘‘ star’’ to appear before the 
cranking could take place, photoplays would be much fewer— 
and possibly better. 


Google 


Fresh Patrons. 
A STRIKING CONTRAST. 


The loug and patient watching tor the right moment, and the 
need to remain unobserved in an uncomfortable position of 
vantage as regards vision, contrasts strongly with the popular 
idea of the film producer full of hustle, walking around in his 
shirtsleeves, smoking a plump cigar and issuing orders like a 
super-serveant-major, It may perhaps be remembered that 
‘* The Four Seasons "’ took in reality twelve seasons to complete, 
as once a particular period in the life of one of the lower creatures 
had passed there was nothing else to do but to wait until 
another year, when, .with good fortune, the approach of the 
particular season brought the process round again. 


THE ‘‘ INTEREST ”’ PUBLIC. 

And now for the showman’s side of the matter. There is a 
large and growing public of reading men and women to whom 
the fiction magazine does not appeal, and who purchase instead 
‘outlines "’ of history or science, published in fortnightly parts 
to accommodate the pockets of none too wealthy readers. It 
would surprise many people to know who constitute the reading 
public of such works, and the large cirenlation which they enjoy, 
especially in many of the better-class industrial towns. Fiction 
is, after all, fiction, and the result of a clever or gifted man’s 
imagination, and dovs not appeal to them so much; truth-ag the 
scientist sees and expresses it makine' a much stronger appeal. 
And the scientist is learning to express himself'in easier and 
more attractive form than heretofore, and thus make his appeal 
to men and women who could uct by any stretch of imagination 
be termed highbrow—men and women often of — limited 
educational opportunities seeking to know more of the facts 
which circumstance las hitherto denied them. 


SPREADING A WIDER NET. 

This increasing public for the stronger meat in literature is 
just the one to whom an interest film would appeal. There may 
already be many of them kinema patrons, for an interest in 
botany, natural history, and the like does not of necessity rule 
out appreciation of drama, whether expressed through flesh and 
blood or shadow. There may, on the other band, be many 
people not at) present kinema-goers who would be attracted by 
a good interest film if the right sort of exploitation were used 
to provide the initial attraction, and who would probably become 
regular kinema-goers. Among these, undoubtedly, are many 
who, visiting the kinema in early days when technique and story 
were less attractive, have not realised the enormous strides 
which have been made, and who, once attracted by a varied 
program, instructing as well as entertuining, might be converted 
into regular patrons. 


GOOD FARE THROUGHOUT. 

To secure this the program must be good all through. The 
writer was present the other evening at one of the leading picture 
in London, which was full without being packed. 
Demonstrations of appreciation of each item in the program 
were unmistakable, whether comedy, topical, or interest films. 
Following these came a pretentious photoplay with cabaret 
scenes. Before it had been showing twenty minutes the hal! 
was half empty. There is a public for good. stuff of whatever 
kind, and the interest film of the kind now being offered will pull 
with the strength of any other good item. On another page 
will be found a review of the latest of these interest offerings, 
and a record of the enthusiasm which the screening evoked, 
evidence, if need be, of the place the interest film is winning for 
itself in the showman’s mind. 
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CLIFT’S ACHIEVEMENT IN 


DENISON 
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PLACING BRITISH PICTURES 
IN AMERICA. 


‘Mary Queen of Scots,” his next Production. 


ENISON CLIFT 
returned to Lon- 
don Jast Saturday 

after a month’s holiday 
in’ France, Spain, and 
Morocco, where he com- 
pleted his scenario for 
* Mary Queen of Scots ” 
and selected locations for 
his forthcoming Art Pro- 
ductions. 

In his absence the pri- 
vate show of his latest 
success, ‘* A Bill ot 
Divorecement,’’ scored a 
sensational success in 
London; and news comes 
from New York that the 
wonderful Ideal picture 
will shortly — be 

Dentson Cir. at a leading Broadway 
theatre. “A Bill of 
Divorcement ” on Broadway accomplishes for the firm of Ideal 


seen 


Films, Ltd., what has been the dream of every British producing 
firm for many years—a series of pictures, truly representative of 
British life and thought, 
kinemas. 


showing in the leading American 


a 
f=) 


Fine Record of Success. 

This Denison Clift has achieved with his power of dramatic 
expression, his perfect screen technique, his genius in recognising 
the talent and power of artistes and bringing these qualities to 
their fullest expression under his direction, To Mr. Clift’s 
credit must be placed the superb handling and development of 
Fay Compton as a screen artiste, until to-day New York critics 
are hailing her as one of the most accomplished actresses of 
the silver sheet. ‘‘A Woman of No Importance "? has proved its 
calibre on Broadway, and ‘* Diana of the Crossways ”’ 
tollow up its British success in the United States. 


will soon 
Previously 


** Demos *? was released in the States by Robertson-Cole: and 
during the past few weeks ** Sonia,’’ retitled ‘‘ The Woman 


Who Came Back,’ has met with an enthusiastic reception, and 
Evelyn Brent and Clive Brook have scored gratifying personal 


successes on the other side. 


His recent Continental Trip. 

In an interview with a representative of THe Frem Renter, 
Mr. Clift told of his trip to Spain and his future plans. 

* The Spanish populace are great picture ‘ fans,’ ’? said the 
director, “and the pity of it is that they get only old pictures 
served in a poor way. I visited Paris, noted the chateau and 
gardens of Chantilly for the French settings of ‘ Mary Queen of 
Scots,’ then went on to Carcassonne, the feudal city of the 
Middle Ages, with two complete great walls, over thirty towers, 
a chateau, church, and marvellous stone buildings. 

“At Madrid I witnessed two terrible bull fights: at Granada I 
visited the Alhambra; then went to Gibraltar, crossed to 
Moreeco to study the Oriental character of Tangier; returned to 
Cadiz, Seville, to see the Alcazar and Cathedral; Toledo, to 
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see the marvellous cathedral used by Ibanez in ‘ In the Shadow 
of the Cathedral’; and finally visited Burgos, San Sebastian, 
and Jiarritz. 


A Tribute to Fay Compton. 

“My next production, which I am starting immediately, is 
* Mary Queen of Scots,’ which I have had in preparation for 
almest a year. Fay Compton is to play the tragic réle of Mary 
Stuart, and I look to see this wonderful actress surpass any- 
Her Mary 
Stuart, a rédle that truly inspires her, will definitely place her 


thing she has ever accomplished on stage or screen, 


among the small group of supreme kinema artistes of the world. 
In my opinion Miss Compton is without a peer in England as 
an emotional actress. Her calibre has already been recognised 
in New York through sheer merit, and her success, I feel sure, 
will be sensational. 


‘* Mary Queen of Scots.” 

“Tam going to tuke my company to Scotland to photograph 
many of the actual scenes of the story. 
and Holyrood will be used. 


Stirling, Lochleven, 
There will be no false scenes in this 
producticn—the real Scottish atmosphere will be there. Great 
castles, high romance, thrilling battles, the murders of Rizzio 
and Darnley, the glowing colour and crashing speed of a stirrine 
story will be the aim of the picture.” 

Denison Clift has set a tremendously high standard with ‘‘A 
Bill of Divorcement,’” his first Art Production: but his powers 
and cuthusiasm over ** Mary Queen of Scots "' promise another 
vital advance for British production history. 


KINEMA CONTROL. 


Suggested Regulations for Children. 


T the Women Students’ Summer Senool of the National 
Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship, at Oxford, on 
Tuesday, Mrs. Allan Bright, of Malvern, raised the 

question of cinema control. We were, she said, on the threshold 
of great developments of the kinematograph. It could be used 
for education, be at the service of the naturalist, and be the 
inspirer of patriotisin. It had helped us to realise the extent 
of our own Empire, and its possibilities were almost unlimited. 

But what was wanted, she declared, was national control of 
all films shown in this country, the maintenance of order in 


picture houses, and special regulations for the admission of 
children. It was entirely unsuitable to allow children to go 
to the exhibition of adult films. The Exhibitors’ Association 
would not be appeased by the regulations of the London County 
Council, but she believed they would, in the end, accept the 
suggestions which the Council! had made. Order in the honses 
had been secured by good lighting, and the kinema was iroer 
now from social pests than any other amusement. She would 
like to see children kept from evening performances, and, in 
the interests of eyesigit, they should not be allowed to. sit 
within 15ft. of the films. There was no ereater danger than 
to try to stifle the natural desire for «museinent, and they must 
not make the mistake of saying that the kinema was vulgar. 
Lady magistrates who spoke in the discussion testified to the 
unobjeetionable character of kinema houses they had visited. 
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GOLDWYN’S CONVENTION DINNER 
e 
e e 
George A. Smith on the Future of his Company, 
and some Commonsense Remarks on 
Present-Day Conditions. 

OLDWYN, LTD., held their fourth Convention Dinner would be released simultaneously with their showing in 

at the Hotel Cecil on Friday last, when a company of | America. Turning to the question of the Censorship, the 

well over forty sat down under the presidency of Mr. speaker showed himself to be a whole-hearted believer in’ the 


George A. Smith, the manaving director of the Company. The 
Convention, which had been in conference all day, included 
every representative of Goldwyn’s throughout the United 
Kingdom, and remarkable proof of their happiness with the Gold- 
wyn Company was witnessed by the fact that there were only 
one or two fresh additions their staff 
uppceared at the dimer with those who were there when Gold- 
wyn's first started. 

It is not difficult to explain the enthusiasm. that prevails 
among the Goldwyn staff. The affection that they feel for 
A. Sinith, managing director, and Charles Lapworth, 
the brilliant secretary of the company, is reflected in every one 
of these Convention dinners. It has been my privilege to 
attend these functions since the inception of Goldwyn, and 


faves, and these to 


Ge ree 


never have I seen greater tributes of affection and lovalty given 
to two principals than on these particular oceasions. 


Goldwyn’s Big Twenty. 

Atter the usual Joval tonst, the toast of Goldwan, Ltd. was 
proposed by Mr. S. Harris, which was responded to by the 
chairman. Mr. Sinith in his remarks not only gave some very 
interesting news regarding his company’s future productions, 


but also indulyed in’ seme fine common-sense criticism of 
present-day conditions. In his remarks Mr. Smith intimated 


that Goldwyn, America, realised the change in conditions, and 
in future they were only going to make big pictures. Twenty 
of these super-produetions would be made each year. Pro- 
ceeding, Mr. Smith said the tendency to-day was for fewer and 
bigger pictures. Goldwyn’s had no old pictures, and many of 
his films were released in this country not long after they had 
been seen in New York. He hoped in the immediate future 
that this would be levelied up and that his pictures over here 
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present form of censorship, remarking that it is better to have 
In any 
ease, remarked Mr. Smith, the public were the best censors. 


tne devil you know than the devil you don’t know. 


Reviewing the position of Goldwyn, Ltd., with exhibitors 
to-day, Mr. Smith the 
business relations that his company had with showmen in this 


proceeded to remark on excellent 


country, and was convinced that on the Standard Contract 
Which was now being discussed he had no fears that there 


weuld be any trouble between his company and exhibitors. 


Selling the Picture to the Public. 

Mr. Charles Lapworth, who also briefly responded to the 
toast, gave one of his eminently practical speeches which reveals 
that what this gentleman does not know about film business in 
this country is decidedly not worth knowing. Mr. Lapworth, 
in referring to the fact that the film business was more solidly 
estublished than ever, emphasised the fact that in future 
pictures would have to be sold to the public, that is to say, it 
was not enough for showmen to place a picture on their 
sereens, they would have to tell the public what they were 
In that way, and in that way only, Mr. Lapworth 
was convinced that greater business would ensue. 


showing. 


The toast of the representatives of the Sales Organisation, 
eulngistically proposed by the chairman, was responded to in 
suitable terms by Mr. F. A. Enders, Mr. Harold Lipson, and 
Mr. Hubert Isaaes, each and everyone of whom bore sincere 
testimony to the wonderful help they had received from their 
Head Office. 

The toast of the Press, proposed by Mr. Lapworth and 
responded to by Mr. Cabourne and the writer, finished a very 
happy evening.—E.W.F. 
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BRITISH PRODUCING COMPANY’S 
ENTERPRISE. 


Herbert Wilcox Secures Rights of “ Paddy the Next Best 


Thing” which is to be 


Produced Immediately— 


“Flames of Passion” Finished, and a 
Farewell Dinner to Mae Marsh. 


enterprise to uncther, It is only a few weeks ago that 
that had 
secured at great expense the services of Miss Mace Marsh, the 


es Graham-Wileox Producing Company go from one 


we announced this very go-ahead concern 
famous American actress, to appear in their pieture, ** Flames 
of Passicn.”” together with one of the biggest all-star casts ever 
seen in British pictures. To-day we are able to announce that 
Mr. Herbert Wileox has secured the rights of ** Paddy, the Next 
Best Thing.” the famous stage play which created 
phenonenal success in London, and upon which production is 


to commence almost immediately. 


such on 


A Wonderful Comedy. S 8B 

Mr. Wilecs, in the course cof an tnterview that wa kad with 
him, expressed the sincere hops that Miss Mae Marsh would be 
available to play the part of Paddy. and our. readers will agree 
with us that no finer selevtion could be made. The possibilities 
for exploitation of a picture of this character are enormous, and 
there is little doubt that wide-awake exhibitors will be keen 
to secure the exclusive rights for their territory. The play ran 
over a year in London, several touring companies have played 
it throughout the United Kingdom, and millions of people have 
been enraptured with this wonderfal comedy. 


Farewell Dianer to Mae Marsh. 

** Flames of Passion '' is now finished, alter ten weeks” hard 
work, and a little dinner party was given to Miss Mae Marsh on 
Tuesday evening price to her departure for America.” A happ: 
little gathering presided over by Mr G. A. Atkinson, the well- 
known critic of the ** Daily Express,” included Miss Mae Marsh 
and her husband, Mr. Lee Arms, Miss Eva Moore, Mr. Herbert 
Wilcox, Mr. J. Cabourne, Mr. Graham Cutts, Mr. F. Norman. 
Wright, Mr. Alleghan, Mr. Woodward, and Mr. E. W. Fredmar. 
The chairman was in his very best form and delivered a most 
gracelul compliment in proposing the health of Miss Mae Marsh, 
expressing the sincere wish of the company that she would soon 
return to these shores. 


Her Strenuous Work. 

Miss Marsh, in her reply, paid a very grateful tribute to the 
exceedingly fine co-eperation she had received from Mr. Wileox 
and Mr.’ Graham Cutts, declaring it was a real pleasure to wort 
with the Graham-Wileox Company. She looked forward to the 
time when) she would be returning to this country, as during 


the whole of her visit te England she had received nothing but 
kiidue-s, and was delighted with the reception that had been 
accorded her, Ma. dee Arins also joined Miss Marsh in thanking 
Mr. Wilcox for the wonderful time they had both had in the 
course of their work on ‘ Flames of Passion," and proceeded 
to pay a great compliment tot The Wonderful Story,’ the first 
Graham-Wileox production, which, as our readers know, created 


‘ 


a furore at the time it was shown, 

Mr. Herbert Wilcox, inf the course of his speech, said that he 
never had had greater pleasure in’directing an artiste than that 
he had in co-operation with Miss Marsh, and instanced the fact 
that so cager was Miss Marsh at all times to give the very best 
work in this produetion that om one occasion she worked 22 hours 
right off at the studio without taking a single rest. 

“During the whole of the production, Mr. Wilcox went on 
to say,“ Miss Marsh was, at all times only too ready to work 
late into the night so that seenes could be * shot,’ and on 
another occasion cheerfully insisted that certain scenes that were 
necessary should be taken, and was at work at Burnham Beeches 
af 7-30 in the morning.” It was pleasing to sce the obvious 
sincerity with which Mir. Wilecx paid tribute to a great artiste, 
and Graham Cutts, the producer, also joined in his expression 
of thanks and praise of Miss Marsh's wonderful ability. 


Rights of ‘‘ Paddy the Next Best Thing ’’ Secured. 

Speeches were given by the entire company, all of whom were 
felicitous in their praise of Miss Mae Marsh, and joined in the 
During the 
course of the evening Mr. Herbert Wilcox announced that he 
had secured the rights of Paddy, the Next Best Thing,”’ and 
was hoping that Miss Marsh would find it convenient to come 
over and play the leading part. 

Miss Eva Moore, who dropped in late in the evening, said 
many graceful things, and the whole dinner was one of the 
happiest little events imaginable. 

* Flames of Passion "? will be approximately some seven and 
ahalf reels in length, and to give an idea of the work that has 
been put in on this production, no less than 110,000 feet of film 
shot. The story. an intensely dramatic one, and 
jeaturing, as it does, in addition to Miss Mae Marsh, Miss Eva 
Moore, Aubrey Smith, Alan Avnesworth, G. K, Arthur, Hilda 
Bayley, and Henry Vibart, Jacks nothing in its delineation. The 
trade show is expected to be held in about a month's time, and 
is certain to create the keenest interest. —E.W.F. 


hope that she would scen return {to these shores, 


has been 
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NOTTINGHAM ELITE’S POSITION. 
Receiver Appointed. 

N the Vacation Court, before the Lord Chief Justice, a motion 
I was. heard Jast week in re the lite Pieture Thentre 

(Nottingham), Ltd., Cullen vo the Company. whieh was on 
behalf cf plaintiff fora receiver and manager. 

Counsel represented the first debouture holders, and nicntioned 
that there were second debenture holders as well. The company 
was formed to carry on the business of a picture palace, 
restaurant, ete. It was a large company and had issued twe 
series of debentures—40,000 first debentures and 12.000 seeond 


Google 


debentures 
debentures, 


and the plaintiff was the holder of a number-of first 
The motion was made out on the ground of 
Jeopardy, 

The company had to pay appreximately £250 a week in wages, 
and the other expenses were some £500 a week. Several writs 
were out against the company, and it was generally admitted, 
said counsel, that the company was unable to pay. There were 
certain mortuaves in front of the first debenture holders. 

Counsel asked that Mr. Pain should be appointed the receiver 
and manager, with liberty to act at-once, for three months, and 
there being no opposition, the order as desired was granted. 

It is understood that business will be carried on as usual under 
the supervision of the receiver and manager, 
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Mr. RALPH J. PUGH, 
Managing Director Associated First National Pictures, Ltd., and British Representative 
for David P. Howells. 
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NATIONAL’S NEW 


AUTUMN PROGRAM. 


A Big Bunch of Attractions Promised. 


MONG the productions which Associated First National 

A will offer to the trade when their autumn campaign 

commences on September 4 will be many fine produc- 

tions. Not only will there be outstanding feature productions, 
but also a serivs of Mack Sennett comedies. 3 


Some of these specially attractive offerings will be 
‘* Hurrican's Gal,’’ produced by Allen Holubar, starring Dorothy 
Phillips, described ag an intensely human story crammed with 
thrills and breathtaking episodes; ‘* Fools First,’’ a Marshall 
Neilan production. Will-power, a sense of proportion, and a 
good woman help the hero to live down the effects of crooked 
surroundings; “‘ The -Primitive Lover,’’ featuring Constance 
Talmadge. This is the story of a romantic wife who does not 
appreciate the worth of her husband, until he develops into a 
wild cave-man. 

‘A Question of Honour,” starring Anita Stewart, is another 
big First -National attraction, in which a society debutante 


MEETING. OF THE C.P.M.A. IN 
MANCHESTER. 


= of Blackpool Convention Fixed. 
H 


usual fortnightly meeting of the Cinema Proprietors’ 

T and Managers’ Association was held in the private 

theatre of the Kinema Exchange, Manchester, on Friday 

of last week. Mr. A. Wilkinson, president, presided over a poor 
attendance. 

In addressing those present, the President stated that in 
consequence of the poor attendance he would simply ask them 
to recejve the secretary's report, The Secretary stated that 
he had received a number of apologies from members who could 
not be ‘present as they were away on their holidays, It had 
been previously suggested that the meetings should be dispensed 
with during the month of August, but a resolution was passed 
deciding to continue the meetings. He would like to point out, 
however, that those who had proposed the resolution had 
written ‘and informed him that they were going away on their 
holidays and could not be present. 

The Secretary also stated -that he had carried out the 
instructions given him at the last meeting with regard to the 
Musicians’ Union, and had written the secretary of ths 
Manchester branch, but that gentleman was away on holidays 
and se not return until the 28rd ‘of the month. 


A P.RS. Case. 

The solicitor tor the Association had also been instructed to 
take up! the case on behalf of one of their members who had 
been served with a writ by the P.R.S. The two other members 
who had been threatened with proceedings had not yet received 
their writs. 

He also repoited that the date of the convention at Blackpoo! 
had been. fixed. for the first Tuesday and Wednesday in October, 
and he would report to the president from time to time what 
arrangements had been made. 

The report was adopted, and on the Deestientc suggestion 
the business of the mecting then terminated, and arrangements 
were made to hold the next gathering on Friday, September 1. 
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risks her honour and life for a man of the wild West, who 
misunderstands her motives and condemng her as faithless. 
Then there is ** One Clear Call.’ a John M. Stahl preduction, 
which is the story of the love of a blind) mother for her 
dissolute son, whose outrageous conduct calls forth a raid by 
the famous Night-Riders. 

everyone 
Associated | First 


When the name Sennett appears on the sercen, 
settles down for a real, hearty laugh. 
National Pictures, Ltd., will shortly offer the cream of his 
latest two-reel comedies. Their titles are: ‘* Love and 
Doughnuts," ** Bright Eyes,"’ *t Be Reasonable,”’ ‘* By Heck,” 
‘The Duck Hunter,’ ‘On Patrol,’’ ‘* Step Euan,” 
‘* Gymnasium Jim,"’ and ** Ma and Pa.” 


Exhibitors are advised that it will be to their best igneosts 
to keep in the closest touch with Associated First National 
Pictures, Ltd., to obtain particulars of this formidable se ‘lection 
of first-class pictures. 


CLERICAL PRAISE FOR “ MAN— 
WOMAN—MARRIAGE.” | 


Says has high Mo Moral Tone. 


TYPICAL expression of opinion on ‘* Man—-Woman— 
A Marriage "’ is given in the following letter which was 
written by the Rev. J. George Graves, of 10, Garfield 
Terrace, Stoke, Devonport, after he had viewed the picture 
at the Savoy Theatre, Plymouth, where it was trade shown : 

‘* My wife and I thank you heartily for the kind invitation 
which you extended to us to witness the moving picture, * Man-— 
Woman—Marriage,”’ at the Savoy Theatre. We went. this 
morning and were greatly interested and impressed. It was 
exceedingly clever in conception and execution; one of the 
best productions we have seen, and deserves the gréatest 
success. It is wonderfully truco to life, and is fraught with 
high moral tone. We wish you prosperity in this and in other 
exhibits with which you are associated.”’ 


The first annual mecting of the Hallamshire Ciuemas, [td., 
was held at the Cutlers’ Hall, Sheffield, Mr. Walter Smith 
presiding in the absence of the chairman, Mr. Joseph Enock. 
The company controls the Darnall, Crookes, Weston and Wursop 
Picture Palaces. The profit for the vear is £2,064, andl an 
interim dividend of four per cent., less tax, was paid in 
November last, absorbing £1,461. The sum of £488 4s, 6d. 
was written off the formation expenses account. ‘ 


Moving pictures of the only herd of wild buffalo remaining on 
the American continent are to be taken by Mr. Maxwell 
Grahame, Director of Wild Life for the Canadian Government, 
who is now in the north land for that purpose. The bison are 
ranging this summer along the foothills of the Caribou nioun- 
tains, and the herd has been estimated as not over one thousand 
strong. They are all that is left of the millions of buffalo which 
roamed the western prairies when first the white man came. 
The films taken will be shown in Eneland and America next 
year with other pictures’ illustrating the wild life of the 
Canadian North. ; 
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WHAT INTERNATIONAL ARTISTS ARE 
DOING. 


Turning Out British Pictures suitable for the 
American Market. 


DETERMINED — attempt 
A is being made by the 
International — Artistes’ 
TFilm Company, Ltd., to produce 
films in England which will 
rank with the best the world can 
produce. They consider that the 
English film in general has been 
retarded in its progress through 
producers’ hands being tied in 
the matter of money. 

In an interview with the 
Firm Renter, Mr. Mark Sabine, 
general manager of the Inter- 
national Artistes’ Film Com- 
pany, Ltd., declared that big 
pictures must command perfect 
photography. Every shot can be 
made perfect if only the money 

+ is at hand to back up the work. 
Mr. Sabine went on to say 
that, of course, money spent 
lavishly but without thought will 
not produce good films. But it 
is necessary to spend a great 
deal of money judiciously to 

obtain perfection. When this is done British pictures will make 
money all the world over. On the question of the American 
market Mr. Sabine’s answer is that no boycott need be feared. 

He reports that Messrs. J. T. Williams, First National, Selz- 

nick and Goldwyn say in effect: ‘‘ If you will bring us good 

British productions we can sell them,”’ 


ALAN S. BUTLER 
_(Governing Director). 


American-trained Producers. 

‘* Now it. is generally considered,’’ says Mr. Sabine, ‘‘ that 
producers in America have learnt how to spend money wisely 
on big pictures." Bearing this in mind, the International 
Artistes’ Film Com- 
pany, Ltd., have en- 
gaged Mr. Donald 
Crisp, who is well 
known through his 
association with 
Griffith and the pic- 
tures which he pro- 
duced for Famous 
Players. Without 
slighting in any way 
the English producers 
Mr. Alan S. Butler 
(Governing Director, 
1.A.F.C., Ltd.) de- 
cided to engage pro- 
ducers - who had 
reputations in 
America. It is hoped 
that their names 
will be the ‘Open 
Sesame”? to the 
American market and 


DoxaLtp Crisp. 
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that British films will 
establish a footing there. 
Tt should be remembered 
that Donald Crisp is not 
merely an American im- 
port—he is English born, 


‘‘Tell Your Children.”’ 

Donald Crisp has pro- 
duced the film ‘ Tell 
Your Children,’’ which 
is based on Rachel Mac- 
namara’s novel, ‘* Larks- 
gate.”’ Mr. Sabine claims 
for this film that the 
strong dramatic appeal 
which it makes cannot 
be classed as mere propa- 
ganda. It contains a 
message unique in films. 
A very strong cast in- 
cludes Doris: Eaton (of 
the Zeigfeld Folly), 
Walter Tennyson, Mary 
Rorke, Cecil Morton York, Gertrude McCoy, Robert English, 
Warwick Ward, and Margaret Halston. Scenes of the English 
countryside, of Egypt and of New York were all made on the 
location by Donald Crisp. This picture has been sold toGaumont. 


Martin SABINE 
(General Manager). 


‘* The Gipsy Cavalier.’’ 


In the second enterprise the International Artistes’ Film 


Company, Ltd., brought together Stuart Blackton and 
Georges Carpentier. The latter has proved himself an . 
exceedingly clever screen artiste. There will be a Press- 


showing and luncheon on the day before the Carpentier picture 
is screened to the trade. 


The Future. 

Mr. Sabine has had 
12 years’ experience 
in America and is 
sure that America 
will be interested in 
British films in which 
the dresses, effects |§ 
and lights are per- 
fect. He does not]f 
tend towards a love |} 
of the spectacular—j§ 
but will insist ont% 
accuracy of detail. 
American buyers will |§ 
take British films if 
they are equal to the 
American ones in 
technique. The Inter- |§ 
national Artistes con- 
template makin g]y 
three other big pro- 
ductions in the near 
future, 


Sruart Buackton. 
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ELINOR 


GLYN STORY. 


English, European and African Desert Settings in 
Attractive Paramount Picture. 


Gloria Swanson and Rodolph Valentino have many telling 
scenes in ‘‘ Beyond the Rocks,’’ which should 
well pay the Exhibitor booking it. 


HE. story upon which Elinor Glyn has been engaged, and 
which was shown as a Paramount picture this week to 
the London trade, has as a title, ‘‘ Beyond the Rocks,”’ 

and this an early sub-title explains as describing life. The 
eynic’s view is that Fate dashes men and women upon the rocks 
that bestrew life. There is yet another view that man can, if 


ScENE From ‘‘ BEYOND THE Rocks.” 


he will, avoid the rocks and reach calm waters. As the film 
closes on the eve of marriage, the cynic might retort that there 
are still rocks ahead, 


AN ALL-EMBRACING STORY. 


No complaint can be made against Mrs. Glyn’s story on the 
score of its limited scope, for it runs almost the whole entertain. 
ment gamut. It opens with a melodramatic incident which 
the Surrey side of ancient days would have: taken to its heart 
with avidity, and melodramatic touches appear and reappear 
fliroughout the picture. But there are also some scenes and 
settings which are beautiful in the extreme, and compel the 
spectator to a whole-hearted appreciation of the story and _ its 
interpretation. The story opens on the Dorset coast, where 
lives Captain Fitzgerald, a half-pay Guards officer, with his two 
elder daughters and their voung sister Theodora. Rowing in-a 
boat to greet her father, Theodora (who is none other than Gloria 


Swanson) falls into the water, to be rescued by. no less a person: 


than Hector Lord Bracondale (Rodolph Valentino). | But 


Romance is not yet. Dripping and dishevelled, she does. not’: 


make her wav immediately into the heart of: Lord Bracondale. 
He goes, and the next scene brings melodrama too, for Theodora, 
still a girl, is to marry, unwillingly, Josiah Brown, an elderly 
millionaire, once a grocer’s assistant. This has to happen to 
relieve the poverty of the father, and the ill-assorted pair 
proceed to Switzerland for their honeymoon. 
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BEAUTIFUL SWISS AND FRENCH SCENES. 

Here we are treated to an Alpine scene full of beauty, snow- 
clad mountains and steep. cliffs contributing their part. Josiah 
Brown, arrived among the Alps, fancies himself too unwell to 
climb, and his wife joins a party to make ascents. Roped to 
guides and a friend, she is taking a photograph when she slips 
over a ledge and is left dangling over a chasm. Here enters Lord 
Bracondale again, to save her a second time after the rope has 
become severed on a jagged rock. Bracondale is now really in 
fove, and follows the Browns to Paris, where, in the gardens of 
Versailles, he makes love, a story of gallants and ladies shown 
by vision providing another beautiful scene, reminiscent of the 
Russian ballet. Theodorai endeavours to keep him at arm’s 
length, but, arrived in England, they meet again, participation 
in a pageant affording opportunity. (This scene, again, is very 
prettily set.) 

Meanwhile, Josiah Brown has returned to London, and 


Theodora, anxious to escape Bracondale, writes a letter to him .- 


and her husband, whieh a’ jealous woman exchanges. The result 
of this is that Josiah Brown departs from England for Northern 
Africa with an expedition he is financing, in order to leave the 
couple free. Learning this, Theodora follows him—taking 
Bracondale with her, strangely enough. 


SAND AND SUNLIGHT. 


These Northern African scenes are, too, most excellently 


staged, the strong Jight and clear air of the desert contrasting ~ 


with the deep shadows of city walls and buildings as the com- 
pany, mounted on horses and camels, moves out into the wide 
open desert, with its expanse of featureless sand. The expedition 
gains its objective, and excavation is successful in unearthing 
an ancient document telling the punishment meted out to faith- 
less wives in bygone days. Suddenly a band of desert marauders 
swoop upon the party, and in their attack Josiah Brown is 
mortally wounded. At this point Bracondale and Theodora 
artive ‘with: an escort of Algerian soldiers, and the marauders 
flee. Brown dies in his wife’s arms, having committed her to 
the charge of the young lord, and a very telling picture shows 
the two lovers in the desert. At this point the picture might 
fittingly close, leaving the spectator to assume their union. 
Instead the two are seen later, married, upon their yacht. This 
scene has charm, but is rather too conventional, and one would 
wish to have as the last scene in the mind the bright, clear desert 
seene, 
A WIDE APPEAL. 

Melodrama, drama minus the ‘ melo,’”’ striking scenes in 
England, Switzerland, and the African desert, visions of the 
Versailles gardens in Louis XVI. days, and of ancient Egyptian 
customs, and the early 19th century pageant at the country 
house; no critic can say that the picture is not varied and 
calculated to attract many types of patrons. The film is, how- 
ever, rather over average length, and there is a continual intro- 
duction of narcissi and their odour which really does not matter 
enough for constant repetition. These and one or two slow 
moments cut away and the picture would gain immeasurably. 
As’ it is, it’ is a good, attractive picture, worth any exhibitor’s 
while to book without hesitation. 
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THE FIRST CLASS. 


Zane Grey Picture, full of ‘ Punch’’—A fine Story 
Breathing the Spirit of Adventure. 


A film full of red-blooded entertainment. 


A thrilling situation, in which wild 


beasts are let loose upon an infuriated mob, will cause a shudder of 


horror. A film that will keep the box office working overtime. 


HE name of Zane Grey on a poster outside a picture 
theatre is an attraction to thousands of kincma-goers. 

The novels of this popular author have been read by 
millions of people, and one is always sure that each.of them 


presents a rattling gocd story, full of punch.and breathing the 


SCENE FROM ‘‘ GOLDEN Dreams.”’ 


spirit of adventure. To-day, Zane Grey thas almost as big a 
public for his novels, and the picturised version of them, in 
this country, as any living writer. 


A FULL-BLOODED ENTERTAINMENT. 

Although somewhat different to those he has previously 
written, the screen story of ‘‘ Golden Dreams,”’ trade shown at 
the West End Kinema on Tuesday morning by Goldwyn, is as 
strong a picture proposition as any of the recent pictures put 
out by this firm. Indeed, it may be described as a‘‘ thriller ”’ 
of the first class, and any picturegoer who finds reason to cavil 
at the strength of the plot, which is so admirably set forth in 
pictures, deserves to be sentenced to see Ibsen.drama for the 
rest of his natural life. . Few pictures telling a liver or more 
romantie story than ‘! Golden Dreams ’’ have been seen on the 
screen of recent times. Tinged with a strong strain of melo- 
dramatic interest, and -fitted “with - characters well in keeping 
with the story, this new Goldwyn picture is one in which the 
picture-going publie will find good cause to revel. Here is no 
machine-made, milk-and-water melodrama, of the transpontine 
order, but a play full of red-blooded entertainment, and a hero 
and heroine who are equal to any demands made upon them. 


LIVE AND ROMANTIC STORY. 

The story carries one along from strength to strength; the 
action never halts for a moment, and builds steadily and 
slowly up to a. terrific climax.. To. follow its action it is 
necessary to tell it in brief: Mercedes MacDonald, a beautiful 
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7 
Spanish scnorita reared: in the United States, returns to live 
with her aunt, the Countess de Albercas, in a picturesque: 
country settled long ago by Spanish colonists in America. Here 
she loses her heart to Sandy Buchanan, a handsome mining 
engincer who is developing the rich oil lands of her aunt’s 
estate. The wily Don Felipe, a neighbour, conspires with the 
Duke of Othomo to win the hand and fortune of’ Mercedes. 
The gitl’s aunt approves of the suit of the Duke, and so it 
remains for Don Felipe to get rid of Buchanan. An attempt 
is made upon the engineer’s life, but by a mistake Mercedes’ 
own brother is seriously injured. Don Felipe skilfully turns 
this error to his own advantage by inflaming the countryside 
against Buchanan, The Countess, believing the engineer to be 
at fault, dismisses him, and when Mercedes attempts to join 
her lover the distracted aunt locks the girl in their castle home. 
Buchanan organises an expedition and rescues Mercedes from 
a high tower. Their escape is impeded by an angry’ mob of 
natives under the leadership of Don Felipo. Forced to seek. 
refuge in an old inn, Buchanan is aided by a travelling group 
of circus people. A desperate fight takes "place in which Don 
Felipe and the scheming Duke of Othomo are the victims of 
the circus animals loosed by Buchanan's friends. The natives 
flee for their lives and Buchanan and Mercedes return to the 
Countess, who now pronounées her blessing upon them, 


THRILLING SCENE. 
- As will be gathered from the above outline the great scene 
to which we have referred is that in which lions and tigers are 
set loose among the infuriated mob. To attempt to convey 
any adequate idea of the dramatic value of this situation is 
impossible. To appreciate it fully it is necessary to see the 
picture and all that leads up to so dramatic and altogether 
unexpected a situation.. . There is no fake about it. The 
animals are real cireug animals, and, as they leap at their 
prospective victims, a shudder of horror will sweep over any 
audience. The expression on the faces of those nearest to the 
wild beasts is, in itself, sufficient proof that the scene is the 
real thing, and that the animals are a source of considerable 
danger. No more thrilling situation of its kind has been 
devised as an attraction for picture patrons. 


WILL KEEP BOX-OFFICE WORKING OVERTIME. 

The acting is on a level with the high excellence and enter- 
tainment value of the film. Claire Adams is once again the 
heroine of Zane Grey's story, and she plays the part of 
Mercedes, a beautiful Spanish senorita, with an abandon well 
suited to the part, and is splendidly supported by Carl Gant- 
voort as the hero. The latter, as a compare atively recent film 
recruit from grand opera, gives an even finer periprmance in 
this picture than he did in ‘‘ When Romance Rides.’ An 
added attraction is the inclusion of a number of excellent circus 
scenes which will appeal to the majority of animal lovers. 

‘Golden Dreams "’ is a picture upon which the exhibitor 
ean bank with absolute safety. It will keep the box-office 
working overtime. 
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66 BILL OF DIVORCEMENT,” Ideal Films inform us, 
A will be first shown to the public on October 23 at 
the New Gallery Kinema, Regent Street, where it 

has been booked for an indefinite period. 


A Canyon Commune. 

The deep-cut canyons of Colorado occupy a large part of 
Kineto Review No. 34, this week's offering of First National’s 
popular short feature. The masonry of this quaint village, 
built along a wide ledge of rock from which the stream has 
receded, is substantial and interesting, having been built in 
the twelfth century and occupied until the late sixteenth. It 
is interesting to’ note the adoption of a kind of communal 
housing even at that remote time, and the remains of flint 
axeheads and bone needles bring prehistoric implements down 
to a comparatively recent date. The habits and activities of 
white ferrets provide additional attractive fare for lovers of 
the wild. at 


‘* Wilderness Tales.”’ 

. For. ‘‘ Wilderness Tales,’’ Ideal’s new series of short 
features, there has been prepared a booklet full of interesting 
details, which all exhibitors would do well to scan thoroughly. 
It. contains some interesting facts regarding the reception in 
America, of the series and concise forewords and synopses of 
the stories which the features tell. The series include some of 
the successful productions of the Educational Films Corporation 
of America, and the bookings on them up to the end of last 
week, we are informed, numbered nearly two thousand. 


‘* Secrets of Nature.’’: 

The phenomenal sucecss achieved by the short Nature studies 
recently issued by the Regent Film Co., under the title of 
“The Cuckoo’s Sceret,”’ is already being surpassed by the 


ScenE rrom ‘ HickvisLE To Broapway.’”: 
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Week’s Trade 


demand for the new series trade shown on Thursday last. This 
surprising result was brought about by the fact that the 
P.C.T. and other leading circuits, after seeing that the new 
‘Secrets of Nature ’’ series was even better than the series 
which preceded them, lost no time in fixing up dates and 
contracts. 


‘* North of the Rio Grande.”’ 


In ‘‘ North of the Rio Grandc,’’ a new Paramount picture, 
directed by Rollin S. Sturgeon, Jack Holt and Bebe Daniels 
appear as co-stars, the former as a rancher, and the latter as 
hig sweetheart. Beautiful shots of rugged country and cliff 
dwellings along the Apache Trail, Arizona, are varied by the 
riding feats of Jack Holt, mounted on ‘‘ Robin Hood,’’ his 
champion ‘‘ jumper,’’ and a band of twenty-five cowpunchers, 
who were recruited from genuine cow ranches. The twin 
horses which appear in the production are said to provide 
plenty of ‘‘ action ’’ as well as a distinct novelty. The picture 
will be trade-shown by Famous-Lasky on Tuesday, August 29, 
at the New Gallery Kinema. 


Fox Trade Shows. 


‘* Money to Burn,”’ featuring William Russell and ‘* Hick- 
ville to Broadway,’’ with Eileen Perey in the lead, are the 
next two pictures announced by the Fox Company to be shown 
in their own theatre on Monday and Tuesday next, August 
28 and 29, at 11 and 3 on both days. William Russell once 
again forsakes the Western hills and ranches in ‘‘ Money to 
Burn,’’ and is a highly successful member of the financial 
world whose speculations are favoured by fortune. The 
talented: comedienne, Hileen Percy, in ‘‘ Hickville to Broad- 
way,’’ has a role which is claimed to be admirably suited to 
her vivacious personality. William Scott is Eileen Percy’s 
lead, while another prominent’ member of the company is 
Rosemary Theby, whose characterisation of the wicked queen 
in ‘‘A Yankee at the Court of King Arthur” will be 
remembered. 


Gaumonts’ Going Ahead. 


Preliminary to their autumn program proper, the Gaumont 
Co., Ltd., will trade show, under the auspices of the British 
National Film League, three big subjects, viz., J. Stuart 
Blackton’s production, ‘‘ A Gipsy Cavalier ’’ (presented by 
The International Artists Film Company, and featuring 
Georges Carpentier); the Donald Crisp production, ‘‘ Tell Your 
Children,’’ also presented by International Artists Film Com- 
pany; and the Gaumont super, ‘* Rob Roy,”’ produced by W. P. 
Kellino. The Carpentier film will be shown at the New 
Gallery Kinema on Thursday week, and the others will be 
shown at intervals of a fortnight. 


“ Perils of the Yukon.”’ 


At the European Motion Picture Co.’s private theatre, 169, 
Wardour Street, W.1., on Tuesday next (August 29), at 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m., and on Wednesday, August 30, at 11 a.m. and 
3 p.m., there will be shown the first three episodes of the 
thrilling Universal chapter play; ‘‘ Perils: of - the Yukon,” 
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Activities at a Glance. 


featuring William Desmond. The story comprises eighteen 
chapters, and opens with the ceding of ‘‘ Russian America ”’ 
to the United States, and renamed Alaska. The region of 
snow and ice is the background of the romantic story of Jack 
Merrill, an adventurer who falls in love with Olga, daughter 
of a Russian trader about the time the country is bought by 
America. He is tricked by Petrof, a Russian who wins the girl, 
and Merrill returns home. Thirty years later, Jack Merrill, 
junior, goes to Alaska and falls in love with Olga’s daughter, 
and thereafter follows a story of the hectic days. of the Alaskan 
gold rush, 


F.B.O. Trade Shows. 


F.B.O. announces the trade show of the first of their new 


series of pictures. starring Anita Stewart, ‘‘ The Yellow 
Typhoon,’ which will be screened at the Shaftesbury Pavilion 
on. August 380, at 11-15 a.m. ‘‘ Wild Honey,’ the new 
Universal Jewel production, featuring Priscilla Dean and 


Wallace Beery, will shortly be trade shown by. F.B.O..through- 
out the. provinces. The London trade show was witnessed by 
Miss Cynthia Stockley, the eminent authoress, upon whose 
widely-read book the picture was founded. 


‘* A Sister to Assist ’Er.”’ 


The five-reel version of the famous Fred Emery vaudeville 
classic has now been completed, and George Dewhurst has 
expanded the garret episode into a full story, and is responsible 
for both production and scenario. Trade show announcements 
will'shortly be made. The cast: includes Mary Brough as- Mrs. 


May, and Pollie Emery as the landlady, supported by- Cecil’ 


Morton York, Billie Baron, and John MacAndrews. 


A Rumour Denied. 


The Fox Film Company wish to deny the rumour that they 
have discontinued the production of the screen version of ‘‘ If 
Winter Comes.’’ Work on the exteriors of the film is now 
almost completed, and Director Millarde will shortly return to 
New York to commence work on the interior scenes. There is 
also no foundation to the rumour that Mr. Owen Nares is 
playing Mark Sabre. As has already been published, Mr. Perey 
Marmont, an English actor who has achieved film fame in the 
United States, is playing this part in the screen version. 


C. R. Snape’s New Appointment. 

Mr. C. R. Snape, so long known in the trade as general 
manager for World’s Master Productions, is now representing 
the Central Film Printing Company... Mr. Snape has had a long 
experience of every side of the film business, having been both 
on the manufacturing and renting ends, and in his new 
activities should get great support. Mr. Snape is also open to 
edit and retitle pictures for any renting organisation. 


An O. Henry Story. 


Out of the great unknown one day there landed in Coralio 
from. a fruit steamer a stranger. He smilingly answered to the 
name of Dicky Maloney, and everybody cheered up at the sight 
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of him. His wonderful red hair was the delight of the’ natives. 
Then there was a pretty senorita. Dicky was giving the city 
the once over, and found her. How he became the most popu- 
lar chap in the community, incurred the jealous hatred of the 
military government, was sentenced to death, escaped, and is 
found to be the long-lost son of the deeply mourned ex-ruler, 
are details of an O. Henry story. It forms the basis for the 
new Earle Williams feature now being filmed by Vitagraph. 
Patsy Ruth Miller plays opposite Williams in the picture, which 
is claimed to be one of the most popular of this year’s Vita- 
graph releases. 


The Romance of History. 

Work is to be commenced immediately upon the continuance 
of the B. and C. historical series, ‘‘ The Romance of History,’ 
six subjects of which are already awaiting trade screening. 
Others to be produced under the direction of George Ridgewell 
are from scripts written by Eliot Stannard. The seventh subject, 
‘*The Flight of the King,’’ is an excerpt from the volcanic 
Cromwellian period, and traces the sanguinary encounters: 
between Ironsides and Royalists. To follow this subject is 
another episode drawn from the same period and entitled, ‘‘A 
Story of Nell Gwynn.” 


Granger's Latest Successes. 

That ‘‘<Esop’s Fables,’’ those extremely clever and original 
short features have captured the public fancy, is proved by. 
the. following extracts from letters which Granger’s have 
received recently from exhibitors: ‘‘ They are very well liked 
by my patrons. I think they should be appreciated by exhibitors 
as a valuable adjunct to any program.’’—Piccadilly Circus Cine- 
matograph Theatre. ‘‘ I consider these short episodes to be a 
great asset to the public generally.’’—Blue Hall, Hammer- 
smith. ‘‘ Am delighted that my directors have booked the whole 
series. Everybody speaks highly of the.‘ Suger-coated Pills of. 
Wisdom.’ ’’—King’s Cross Cinema. 


SceNE- From *‘ NortuH OF THE Rio GRANDE.” 
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ROUND THE MANCHESTER TRADE. 


THE WEEK’S ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTHERN CENTRE. 


Macclesfield Affairs — Famous Lasky Preparing — Provincial’s ‘Blindfolded ’? — ‘* Winning 
a Bride’? — “A Bill of Divorcement.’’ 


OST people on the renting side tell me that business has 
improved considerably this last week. The previous 
fortnight was permeated with the lioliday ‘spirit, ‘und 

eontracts were scarce, whereas most exhibiters had nothing to 
grumble at. There certainly scems to be a genuine optimism 
abroad in relation to the coming autumn season. Work on the 
new Royal Picture House is proceeding apace and a definite 
opening date will be aunounced shortly. 


. 


Macclesfield Affairs. 

Mr. A. Diggle, of the Super Cinema, has uot becn content 
with absorbing the Jocal picturedrome into his company, but 
has practically completed arrangements to incorporate several 
other halls in adjacent towns. A circuit in that area will prove 
an advantage, not only to the picture house company, but also 
to the local renting houses. Mr. Digele, one of the outstanding 
showmen of the North, had a deal of experience in advertising 
before entering the kinema business. I shall announce the 
complete circuit later. 


Famous-Lasky Preparing. 
Mr. Phil. Harrison was full of enthusiasm when I called the 
other day. He has always been a firm believer in the output 


of his firm, but understands from the advance notices received’ 


that their next twelve-months’ releases, commencing September, 
will eclipse anything they have done before. Not only will the 
quality of production, for which the firm is noted, be main- 
tained, but the stories will be better and stronger than ever. 
Mr. Hurrison goes to London for the sales’ staff conference in 
a few days, and will supply detailed interesting information on 
his return. 


The Tennis Film. 

- Stoll’s have now released their Suzanne Lenglen film locally, 
and it is meeting with great success. Expectation runs high 
in reference to the ‘‘ Dick Turpin "’ film, and the trade show is 
eagerly awaited. The recent scries of American productions 
put out have more than filled a gap. Their own intrinsic value 
has brought in much business. 


Provincial’s ‘‘ Blindfolded.’ 

I happened to be present at this firm's trade show of the 
above film, which features Bessie Barriscale and Joseph J. 
Dowling. It is not my province to review films in this 
column, but I happen to know that the picture was snapped 
up by several prominent discerning exhibitors. It is certainly 
an unique film of its type, and will undoubtedly bring big 
business. 


“‘ Winning a Bride.”’ 

This is a title that will appeal to everyone, but there is much 
more in this film than an attractive title. Apart from its 
pleasant human story, there are two exciting horse races and 
a big motor smash. Surely these are the ingredients of a 
popular success. I am assured that the acting, photography, and 
settings are. superb, The Clarion Film Agency show the sub- 
ject locally next week. This is the first eubject of this concern’s 


Google 


winter program, which Miss Seliginan assures me will be of 
such a nature that many new clients will be attracted to this 
house. 


Kalce Projectors. 

Since being installed at the new VPiccadilly, Manchester, Mr. 
Claughton, of Weisker’s Manchester branch, assures me that 
fourteen of the latest model projectors have been sold, while 
Inany ure under cousideration. 


“* A Bill of Divorcement.”’ 

It wili be well to remind exhibitors that the Ideal Co. present 
this film at the Deanseate on August 29. There is no doubt 
about the fact that this subjeet has been welcomed with open 
arins ba all who have already geen it, and keen showmen should 
not miss viewing it. 


eine 
Gilling’s Goods. 

Time and time again films, which when trade shown received 
but a moderate reception, have turned out popular successes on 


release. 1 remember months ago attending the trade show of 
Gilling’s  Kinema Enterprises when ‘* The Love Slave,’ 


featuring Lucy Doraine, was screened. I classed it as a sure 
big attraction. Many bookings were made, but not easily. 
On release, however, the film has gone so well that even 
circuits have offered bookings. When will the bulk of exhibitors 
sink thcir prejudices and contract for a film when it is really 
good, no matter whether they consider the location popular or 
not! Gilling still has several districts open on this film, and 
has a series of six featuring this beautiful and clever actress. 
In addition this house has several other exccllent subjects and 
eightcen one-recel comedies that are real ‘* laughs,’’ without 
being absolutely absurd. 


Fox’s Futures. 

Mary Carr, of ‘* Over the Hill’’ fame, is to star in a screen 
version of the novel, ‘* The Custard Cup.”’ It is claimed that 
this film will be as big a magnet as ‘‘ Over the Hill."" Tom 
Mix and Shirley Mason are busy on new characteristic pro- 
duetions. ‘If Winter Comes "’ is well away by this, Aylesbury 
having experienced several fine clear days lately. 


Burnley’s New Kinema. 

Mr. W. Randle Kay is to manage the Grand Super Kinema 
at Burnley, which is to open on September 18 with ‘* The Queen 
of Sheba as the chief attraction. This hall has cost upwards 
of £40,000, and will be by fur the finest house in the district. 
Mr. Kay is a showman through and through, and thorough 
exploitation will undoubtedly be the rule. 


Hank Mann Comedies. 

Mr. Lester has experienced a very big demand for the new 
two-rcel Hank Mann comedies recently trade shown, Exhibitors 
should get in touch right away for first runs. 


“The Storm.”’ - 
‘Mr. Preston, of European, is doing very big business with 
“The Storm" and ‘‘ The Leather Pushers,”’ 
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Progression 


Business advancement is only achieved 
by the adoption and creation of new ideas. 
The Entertainment world is crying out 
for films off the beaten track. 


That’s Why Experts Proclaim 


The Depth 


of 


the Furrow 


as a ‘Slump Killer.’ 
A CELTIC PRODUCTION 


featuring 
M. I. FERANDY M. C. VANEL 
MDLLE. RENE TANDIL 


It?s the New Idea that Counts 


THE ALTURDA Co., Ltd. 


REGENT 46 GERRARD ST., LONDON, W.1 “ALB SAO ee 


WESTRAND.” 
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The New Idea 


Behind 


The Colonel 
Orderly 


is its absolute originality of treatment. 
GUY DE MAUPASSANT’S famous 
novel on celluloid grips the imagination 
infinitely greater than the written word. 


It’s the producer’s novel way of telling 
the story that has enhanced the pulling 
power of this fascinating creation of 


Guy De Maupassant’s. 


Thats Why You Must 
Book Your Date Now! 


Featuring 


Mme. NATHALIE KOVANKO, 
M. A. COLAS, PAUL HUBERT. 


= eS by ERMOLIEFF-CINEMA. 


THE ALTURDA Co., Ltd. 


REGENT 46 GERRARD ST., LONDON, W.1 * ALBERTYPE, 


WESTRAND.” 
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A successful Exhibitor was once asked to 
define showmanship. His definition was 


“BRAINS'——— JUST BRAINS! 


What he really meant was the instinct to give 
the public pictures with Brains behind them 


That S Why 
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actress, is being booked by all live showmen. 


A Story of Mother love, the greatest 
sentiment in the world, this film is some- 
thing new in the art of blending Tragedy, 
Pathos and Comedy. ‘The audience is 
thrilled from start to finish. 


A CELTIC PRODUCTION 


THE \J7ALTU ALTURDA Co., Ltd. 


rams: 


REGENT 46 GERRARD ST., LONDOR, W. “ALBERTYPE, 


WESTRAND.” 
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NOTES FROM THE LANCASHIR 
TERRITORY. 


The Preston Knight—An Appreciation of the Proprietor of 
the Theatre Koyal— And some Interesting Details 
~~ Concerning his Career—Morecambe Carnival. | 


(By WM. HY. HUISH.) 


Foreword. 


HAVE iecccived many congratulations since the anncunce- 
ment appeared in last week’s Firm Rester of my 
appointment on the Northern. staff of this journal, and I 

take this opportunity in my first note to thank my many friends 
for their good wishes. I also desire to express my appreciation 
of the kindness of the proprietors of this journal in inviting me 
to join their staff, thus giving me an opportunity as a free- 
lance to write weekly my impressions of the kinematograph 
industry in the Northern area. I do not claim any literary 
ability, but I will endeavour, by plain and straightforward 
diction, to make my weekly notes interesting. 

T propose to write each week a short biography of some 
prominent exhibitor in this area, and if my readers will take 
the trouble to file away these notes they will in time have a 
very reflable record of *t who's who in the industry ’? in the 
North, for each of these character sketches will be written only 
on infermation obtained from the parties concerned, I hope, 
hy careful observation and reliable and first-hand information, 
to make my notes both interesting and instructive to my readers, 
and I shill be pleased at all times to reply to correspondence 


The Preston Knight. 

In the great city of London just over half a century ayo, and 
within scund of ** Bow Bells. a very interesting event took 
place. IT orefer to the creation of a new Knight of the Cradle. 
This little bairn is at the present. moment none other than that 
well-known Preston exhibitor, Coun, W. Leslie Knight. The 
Theatre Royal, Preston, is one of the old patent theatres, being 
situated Tm the main thoroughfare of this ancient borough, and 
has oecupied the present site for over a century. It has been 
rebuilt several times, the present building being on the most 
modern lines, and is considered one of the finest properties in the 
North, It is fully licensed, but during the picture season the 
excise Licence is suspended, The scle proprietor of this valuable 
property at the present moment is Coun, Knight, and my reason 
for having chosen this gentleman for my first biographical sketch 
is to prove to my readers what can be done by practical experience 
and douzed perseverance. The subject of this sketch served his 
early apprenticeship with Myr. ‘Tom Barrasford, and after several 
years’ fuithtul service with this early pioneer of the variety 
halls, he joined the Moss and Thornton circuit. 


Discovered by Sir Oswald Stoll. 

He was then discovered by Sir Oswald Stell, and remained 
a member of the administrative staff of the Stoll circuit of variety 
halls until he joined the firm of J. W. and J. i. Smith, After 
opening several important theatres for this firm he was trans. 
ferred to the Theatre Roval, Preston. This was in May, 1913, 
and it was in the following autumn that I had the privilege 
of making Coun. Knight's: acquaintance, and J have ever since 
watched his career with the greatest interest, Previous to his 
taking over the management at Preston, the Theatre Royal had 
been a white elephant, but in May, 1914, one year after our 
friend’s advent to the town, the Prestonians, who are usually 
referred to by other Lancastrians as being poor, proud, and 
particular, gave their new Knight a bumper benefit. The, pro- 
gram, which occupies the place of honour in the office at the 
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theatre, proves that most of the best familics of the town con- 
tributed to the success of this benefit performance, and with! 
the greatest. pride Mr. Knight will tell you that the 
financial result of this benefit was very satisfactory, inasmuch 
as it helped him to lay the first foundation of his present 
position. 


How He Came to Buy the Theatre. 


In August, 1914, in spite of the efforts made by Mr. Knight 
to turn the theatre into a paying proposition, he found himself 
handicapped through not being able to use his own judgment in 
choosing programs for his patrons; the theatre being one of 
a circuit he had no control over the bookings, A proposition 
was put up to the directors who controlled the theatre, and on 
Bank Holiday, 1914, the day previous to war being declared, 
Mr. Knight tock over the theatre on a dental with an option 
of purchase, and within three montis he received sufficient 
support from the Prestonians to be able to purchase the property 
from his former employers. In 1917 he was invited to become a 
candidate for the Town Council, and was returned by an over- 
whelming majority at a by-election, being again returned 
unopposed in 1920. F 
First Favourite in Preston. 

With all the opposition that has come along since he took 
over the management in 1913, the Theatre Roval still’ remains! 
the first favourite with kinema-goors in Preston, and. this, in ~ 
my opinion, is mainly due to the admirable way in which Mr. : 
Knight caters for his patrons. When discussing management 
with him quite recently he considered that his success was ; 
mainly due to his having studied the cleanliness of his theatre , 
and the comfort of his patrons. I can speak in the highest . 
praise of this sentiment. as the theatre always gives one the 
impression of comfort, and every part is kept scrupulously clean. 

Mr. Wnight is also an advocate of clean and wholesome _ 
pictures and good music.. Although a great Knicht, he admitted 
tome that without the able assistance of his wife he could not 
have achieved his present success. He also spuke in the highest. . 
praise of Lis staff, and made special mention of Mr. J. R. Morris 
and Mrs. 8. Buckley, who had been with him since 1918.) Whilst 
respecting the opinion of the worthy Knight, I feel that the 
secret of his success is due to the practical and painstaking way 
in which he conducts his business, and, as a good showman 
should be. he is a jolly good flew socially, and all things to 
Those of us who know him wish him lone lite and - 
him to enjoy the fruits of success, 


all men. 
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Morecambe Carnival. 

T have been informed by Mr. Tarry Hargraves, secretary of ° 
the Merecambe Entertainment Proprietors’ and = Manavers’ 
Asscciation, that at a meeting of his association held on Sunday 
fast it was unanimously decided to adopt the recommendation 
put forward by the sub-committee with regard to this year's 
carnival, Theretore special prizes will be given by the associa. 
tien on the same conditions as last year, and the association will 
appoint their own judges. The prizes will be given for the best - 
illuminated premises. 
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FOR THE GUIDANCE OF EXHIBITORS... 


(Films of the Week Reviewed | 


‘Very Truly Yours. 


An appealing story of a girl’s wooing, misunderstandings, 
. and ultimate happiness. 


very charming star, some excellent. dramatic situations, 
and clévérly conceived-incidents,-and it all happened to 
the young stenographer at. one of: the leading hotels. It is 
-artainly very. romantic and might well’ have been issued under 


ie hae is a comedy-drama with a strong heart interest, a 


ScENE From ‘‘ Very Truiy Yours.”’ 


the title, ‘‘ The Romance of a 1922 Cinderella.’’ The film was 
shown to the trade on Monday by the Fox Film Co., and should 
make a very acceptable offering for average audiences. 


Marie Taylor is a bright and pretty hotel stenographer, and 
is in love with Archie Small, a young architect. But Marie 
has good looks and no money, whilst the widow has wealth 
and is an honoured visitor to the hotel. The widow wins, and 
Archie remains only a memory to the young typist. But when 
the rich young lumberman falls in love with Marie, she, too, 
is carried away with the glamour of wealth, is married, has a 
glorious honeymoon, and awakes to the fact that Albert is poor, 
being only the nephew of the millionaire. So in the parting, 
with romance dead, Marie goes back to the hotel. And then 
she meets the uncle, who is gravely concerned over the receipt 
of a number of costumier’s bills, incurred by Marie when she 
believed her husband to be the millionaire. But Marie had 
promised that no word should ever be spoken to uncle about 
the marriage, and she is, therefore, unable to explain. 
friend and ‘adviser, Jim Watson, the hotel clerk, however, 
intervenes in the discussion, during which the millionaire is 
injured. He is nursed back to health by Marie, who 
accompanies him back to his Juxurious home. She has a good 
time, until the nephew returns, when, in a series of effective 
denouements, the confession is made, uncle’s consent obtained, 
and happiness reigns. 


The part of the young stencgraphcr fits dainty Shirley Mason 
like a glove. Possibly it was written for her. She was always 
bright and charming, and highly effective in the dramatic 


Marie’s 


moments. She was we'll supported by an excellent cast. There 
were many delightful settings, and the picture was well 
produced. 
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The Millionaire. 


Attractive comedy drama, well cast, efficiently acted. Is going 
to prove popular, 
NE of the brightest little comedy-dramas that F.B.O. have 
O shown recently was screened for the benefit of the 
London trade this week with the title of 
Millionaire.” 

Herbert Rawlinson has the lead in this Universal picture, and 
hustles from the first minute. He is a clerk (Jack Norman), 
and is caught early one morning making love to the stenographer 
(Lilian Rich), and is fired. Within an hour he is a millionaire, 
news having reached him that he is the heir of Silas Glyde, a 
murdered financier. He is warned that the Red Gang, a black- 
mail organisation, is after him, and sets to work with the help 
of a friend and his stenographer swectheart to outwit his 
enemies and secure their arrest. 

That is the story briefly, but attractive incidents are skilfully 
interwoven, and a spectator is soon entering into the spirit of 
the play with zest. For one thing it has been most successfully 
cast, and the natural and never-strained acting carry the less 
important incidents along with briskness and attractiveness. 
This applies to the minor characters in no less degree than to 
the leads, the Simon Fisher of Richard Courtright, for instance, 
being excellently interpreted. 

‘* The Millionaire ”’ is a picture to see and to book, for it will 
prove a popular item. 


‘* The 


Ratks of Life. 


Shadow Plays’ offering of Nordisk domestic drama. 
66 OCKS OF LIFE,’’ which Shadow Plays trade showed 
R last week, is a Nordisk picture, which bears evidence 
of alteration of an important detail as well as of 
names in the attempt to make it an offering which the British 
market will accept. The featured actress is Evelyn Ibsen, who 


ScENE From ‘‘ Rocks or Lire.” 


is prominent throughout, but there is another actress with & 
small part, that of the mistress of Asp, whose acting calls for 
mention in spite of its comparative insignificance. 

Marie, the daughter of Bernard Ives, has married secretly 
that she might not upon her young husband, 
studying law. She is disowned by her parents as a result, and 


be a burden 
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to earn money acts as companion to an elderly lady, whose son, 
Arnold Asp, falls in love with her. Then—and this is the 
incident that cne suspects of alteration—she robs her mistress 
and tells Asp, and thus places herself in his power. Years go 
by, the young husband has obtained the appointment of Public 
Prosecutor, and Asp again enters her life, endeavouring to get 
her to come back to him. She hates him, but because of the 
secret goes to meet him. (Here one feels that the petty 
robbery is too weak an. incident; that there is no reason why 
the husband should not know). She resists him at the inter- 
view and, full of indignation, fires and kills him, afterwards 
escaping. The crime is fixed upon the discarded mistress, who, 
tried for murder in a rather pompous scene, is condemned. 
Then it is that Marie is arrested and prcduces Asp’s diary, 
which he threatened to use against her. At the trial she is 
acquitted, and is united to her husband and son. 

‘*Rocks of Life" is average entertainment of a 
dramatic kind. There is no humorous. relief however, 
dependence being placed upon the strength of the theme. | 


good 


Wilderness Tales. 


New series of Ideal short features, with good screen values in 

novelty and variety. 

DEAL FILMS are doing excellent work in the endeavour to 
provide the kinemas with interesting and acceptable fill-in 
stuff. The first five of the series issued have more than 

justified their place in the kinema programs of this country. 
Indeed, in many instances, these items in a varied and popular 


program have been received with every mark of popular 
enthusiasm. A new series has now been announced in ** The 


Wilderness Tales,”’ a number of which were shown to the trade 
last week, and there can be little doubt that they will add 
greatly to the element of variety, and fully maintain the 
popularity of the preceding subjects. 

Au attractive clement of the new series is the embodiment of 
story values in each reel. This, combined with the great charm 
of exquisite scenic effects and superb photography, will make 
these short subjects of great value in any program. Among 
those screened, a special word should be given to the adaptation 
of two of Charles Kingsley’s poems, entitled, ‘‘ And Women 
must Weep,’ embodying the famous lines : 

** For men must work 
And women must weep.” 
A moving description of the fisher folk is given, with some good 
dramatic values, and the emotions of the poem are well main- 


tained. Another, in quite a different vein, is ** Nights of Many 
Shadows,’* in which is told the experiences of a pack-train 


driver with a ghostly old man who runs off with the horses. 
There ig quite the ecrie atmosphere in this subject, and it holds 
throughout. The background is the lonely forest, with the moon 
pushing the fleecy clouds aside, and the shadows dancing in the 
dim light. ‘* A Corner of our Empire ’’ is a dainty picture, 
full of soul, with a wonderful revelation of the beauties of 
Nature, which will delight any audience. It has no special 
story, except that it represents Nature as a drama, and is very 
attractive and fascinating. There is a real human appeal, how- 
ever, in the subject entitled ** The One-Man Reunion,’’ a story 
after ‘* Rip Van Winkle,” which will strike a new and acceptable 
note in popularity. The return of the convict after twenty 
years to the once flourishing mining camp, only to find it 
deserted, is very realistically told. And the wanderer, nothing 
daunted, holds a reunion to celebrate his return, in which he 
plays many parts. Another of the series, ‘* An Eskimotion 
Picture,’’ a tale full of happy little touches of the life of the 
Eskimo, with some wonderful scenic backgrounds, is sure of a 
hearty reception. 

These pictures will be heartily welcomed by exhibitors as 
being worthy of a prominent place in any program. 
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Was She Guilty P ’ 


A disappointing Binger production with a far-fetched story 
and amateurishly produced. 


6s AS SHE GUILTY? ”’ which Granger's screened to 
W the trade last week, is described as ‘t a mystifying 
dramatic photoplay, by Maurice Binger,’’ and, 

after viewing the production, one is rather inelined to agree 
with this description. The story is over elaborated, and has 
been over weighted with plot. It is so mystifying that one 


” 


‘ 


ScENE FROM ‘* Was SHE GUILTY? 


wonders at times what it really is all about. Unfortunately, 
the picture has suffered very badly ‘at the hands of the pro- 
ducer, has not even’ attempted to straighten out the 
threads of the plot. He has gone on producing scene after 
scene, many of which are-extremely badly done, until the final 
result is a very disappointing ph:toplay, which, we are afraid, 
will not have a very great appeal. 

There is little that can be said in praise of the acting in this 
particular production, but it would be unkind to specify the 
work of any particular artiste as really bad, inasmuch as it is 


who 


obvious they are not at all to blame, merely carrying out the 
directions of a producer who has lamentably failed to give any- 
thing like credibility to the film. It is very unfortunate that 
a photoplay of this character, upon which it is evident a great 
deal of money has been spent, should have been turned out so 
badly. We hope the next production from the Binger studios 
will be more worthy of their reputation. 


Wild Honey. 


Fine flood scenes in Anglo-South African story in which Priscilla 
Dean has exacting part. 


LTHOUGH having its opening scenes in Engiand, the 

bulk of the settings of ‘* Wild Honey,”’ a Universal 

Jewel in the hands of F.B.O., which was trade shown 

in London last week, are South African. Priscilla- Dean has 

the leading part and is seen in various situations of danger and 

drama. It is the flood scene at the end that makes the thrilling 

moment of the play and this is most realistically presented, 

the rushing of the water down a narrow gorge, and the scramble 

tc safety of the colonists providing the moment for exciting 
escapes and rescues. 

Apart from this really striking seene, there is not much 
beyond the normal end usual incidents of the uverage photoplay, 
and between the English and South African scenes there is an 
abrupt contrast which is in need of some bridging. At the 


Original from 


NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


32 THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE. NEWS. 


August .26, 1922. 


FILM REVIEWS OF THE WEEK — Continued. 


beginning we are shown Henry Porthen, Birmingham manufac- 
turer, claiming Lady Vivienne as part of a bargain with her 
father, a scene reminiscent of the old, yellow-backed novel of 
Victorian times. Afterwards Porthen, fearing his bargain will 
not be concluded, endeavours to possess her by force at his 
country house, and is later found dead, shot, so the spectator 
sees, by a jealous woman. 

« Then comes the jump to four years later, when Lady Vivienne, 
dressed in black, scarecly distinguishable from widow's weeds, 
is mterviewing a South African magnate—who, by the way, is 
pressing her to marry him—regarding her Mulaba property which 
she_determines to sec for-herself. She sets off in a Cape cart, and 
at ‘a stopping place wanders off into the scrub to—photograph a 
rabbit. She is lost—found by an evil South African, who looks 
it, tco—rescued by Kerry Burgess, homesteader, and conveyed 
to’ Mulaba, where Wol! Montague, the magnate, is waiting to 
marry her. Here she hears that Wolf is planning to blow up 
thé dam and submerge the camp, and sets off to save them, 
Kerry and she being swept away in the swirling waters, to be 
rescued by a friendly rope flung by the Askaris. So in the end 
the proud English noblewoman weds the hard-working South 
African homesteader, and all is well. 

Priscilla Dean has an exacting part to play and performs it 
upon the whole with great credit. There are a few improba- 
bilities in the story, but these are amply atoned for by the 
flood scene, which exhibitors booking the play should make a 
great point of in their exploitation. It is this thrill which will 
win and stir patrons. A former well-known English journalist, 
Raymond Blathwayt, has the small part of Lady Vivienne’s 
father. 


Shattered Dreams. 
Scmewhat slight story of the vacillations of a Parisian sculptress. 
F B.O.’s Universal, — trade last entitled 
e 


“Shattered Dreams,’ has as its leading character a 
own mind for more than a few hours together. This reed, shaken 


shown week, 


Farisian sculptress. who appenrs not to be sure of her 


by the wind cf ever-changing emotion, is interpreted by Miss 
Du Pont, who manages to suggest the not very attractive vacilla- 
tion of the part with shall. 

Into her studio, in which stands her hali-finished study of a 
strong man with a helpless girl in his arms, breaks an Apache 
and his friends, intent upoa robbery. She repels them with a 
revolver, but upon the arrival of the police declares that the 


’ 


* SHATTERED Dreams.’ 


SCENE FROM 


Apache is her model. She falls in-love with her model's manli- 
ness, discards her fiancé, visits an Apache cabaret, discharges her 


model, smushes her seulpture because of its likeness to the 
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man she now loathes, becomes re-engaged to her former lover, 
and finally, after firing at and wounding her Apache admirer, 
nurses him in his slum lodging, marrying him when it is dis- 
closed that he is the son of a respected Police Commissioner 

The story is a dificult one to interpret, and is of not too 
strong fibre. The Apache cabaret scenes are well planned, 
and these constitute the most. attractive part of the picture. 


Up and Going. 

A story of romance and adventure in the North-West Backwoods. 
ANY stories are being filmed in America with the back- 
M ground of North-West Canada. There is certainly a 
wealth of grandeur in the scenery, and many 
picturesque. settings are obtainable which add materially to the 
attractiveness of the picture. Tom Mix, too, is a dashing hero 
the and in the difficult and 
inaccessible places. And those who love the noble animal, the 


among rugeed surroundings 


ScENE FRoM ‘* Up anp GOING.”’ 


horse, always find delight in the Mix stories, for he rides with 
great dash and gallantry some of the finest specimens, The 
picture under notice, shown to the trade by tha Fox Film Co. 
this week, will not be regarded generally as up to the usual Mix 
standard. The story is somewhat involved, and the opportunities 
for stunts are few. But it is, nevertheless, full of dash, 
adventure, and action. 

Albert Grandon, the black sheop of an aristocratic English 
family, dees well as a trapper at St. Jacques, in the far North- 
We-t. He marries Marie, a French Canadian, and their son, 
little David, is beloved by all. Grandon receives news of his 
uncle’s death, and is heir to the estate and title. 
England, bringing with him his wife and son, 


He returns to 
But the wife is 
so out of place in her new home that she is divorced, and returns, 
aiter a year’s absence, to St. Jacques, and marries Grandon’s 
former partner, Du Bois, Fifteen years elapse, and David, 
grown to vigorous manhood, and crossed in love, also returns 
to the place of his birth, and it is here that the last scenes of 
the picture are enacted. David joins the local police in tracking 
Du Bois and his accomplice in spirit smuggling business, meets 
with many adventures, in which he emerges 
triumphantly, and finds his long-lost mother and the girl of his 
heart. 


stirring 


Tom Mix is quite at home in several scenes of considerable 
daring. A lite and the is one of the 
very tense moments in the story, and the chase of the smugglers 
on the river reveals a wealth of beautiful scenery which is most 
enchanting. ’ 


death strugele in river 


The star is generally well supported. Photography 
is superb. 
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THE TRADE™IN LIVERPOOL. 


(By our own Correspondent.) 


Ideal’s Activities — Victory Opening Postponed — Another Elinor Glyn: Story — 
Lasky’s Trade Show Halt — “Arabian Nights’’ Reception — 
--.- ~..Two Gaumont Successea — ** The Two Jacks.”’ 


FTER an enjoyable holiday at Brighton Mr. F. W. 
Ingram has returned to duty. and on behalf of the Ideal 
- Film Company is anticipating an exceptionally busy time 
in the near future, handling, in the extensive territory operated 
from the Liverpool office, such magnificent subjects as‘ The 
Sea Dog,’’ ‘A Bill of Divorcement,’’ ‘* Wilderness Tales," and 
‘* The To-morrow that Never Came,’ etc. The release dates 
of these films have not yet been fixed, but will be arranged 
shortly and announced in) due course. On his homeward 
journey Mr. Ingram paid a visit to the Ideal head office in 
London, where he obtained some valuable information regarding 
new Ideal productions. = ** The Sea Dog" has. already been 
exhibited to the trade in -Londor, and there was a private shaw 
of the same picture Iccally at the Prince of Wales Picture House 
last Monday, when a numerous and representative onlooking of 
exhibitors assembled, Mr. Ingram also informed me that. the 
cagerly anticipated film, ‘ A Bill of Divorcement,’? will be 
trade shown in Liverpool at the Prince of Wales next Monday, 
the 28th inst., when Mr. Ingram hopes to sce a large gathering 
of exhibiting members of the trade from all parts of the 
Merseyside district. 


Victory Opening Postponed. 

Wher IT chanced across Austin Durrans in my travels the 
cther day, he told me that the opening date for the new Viet ory 
Picture House, Walton Road, of which he will handle the 
reins of management, das been altered {from September 4. to 
October 2.0 The cpening has been postponed tor a month in 
erder to ensure that everything in connection with the new 
kinemma will be complete, and that no discomfort will be cenused 
to patrons through finishing touches, after opening, having to 
he applied, as is so often the cause with new picturedromes. 
Mr. Durrans is looking ‘forward to an auspicious launehing. so 
to speak, of the Victory, end expects that invitations to be 
present will be acecpted by many of Liverpool's leading citizens, 
It is the iitention of the proprietors to have as) well-varic: 
programs as can be obtained, and to also show nothing except 
all that is best and most up to date in film-land. A special 
feature will also be mado of the music. 


Another Elinor Glyn Story. 

A call upon friend H. D. Nisbet, the genial head of .Famous- 
Tasky's Liverpool branch, elicited the information that for 
vesterday he had fixed up a trade screening of a very fine 
pictorial production, entitled ** Beyond the Rocks.” which has 
been filmed from a story by the famous writer EHnor Glyn. The 
outstanding artistes ii the preluction of the picture are Gloria 
Swanson and Rodolph Valentino. The latter will be affection- 
ately recalled by ** movie enthusiasts as the actor who sus- 
tained with such great ability the leading role in that Famous. 
Lasky masterpiece, ** ‘The Sheik.” 


Lasky’s Trade Show Halt. 

Exhibitors shoukl make a note of the fact) that Famous- 
Lasky's will) not hold) any trade shows in) Liverpool from 
September 1 to 29, when they will start exhibiting the films 
forming what can only be described as the stupendous program 
with which this firm will court patronage in 1923-24. On the 
2ad prox. there is to be held, in London, a conference of Famous- 
TLasky's branch managers for the purpose of discuesing this 
eutput and special features from it. Upon his return Mr. Nisbet, 
who will attend on behalf of Liverpool, hopes to be in a position 
to acquaint exhibitors with the dates of trade shows and 
releases of many ¢pecial productions. 


Google 


“Arabian Nights '’ Reception. 

Walturdaw’'s trade show at the Futurist of the much-talked-of 
film, ** The Arabian Nights,” attracted, as was anticipated, a 
gratifying nnd representative attendance, and following the show 
F. P. Maynes was the revipient of many congratulations from 
various exhibitors from different parts of the district. What 
Was more to his liking, he effected several bookings of the film, 
including first run for Liverpool of a full week's duration. The 
film has since been extensively booked throughout the different 
zones composing the city and various places on the Cheshire 
side of the river, ineluding, on the Liverpool side, Crosby, 
Garston, Smithdown Road, Wavertree, Old Swan, Cabbage Hall 
and Walton, ete.; and in Cheshire the whole of the Wirral 
Peninsula, including such thickly populated boroughs as Birken- 
head and Wallasey. For the time being, and until further 
notice, the weekly trade shows will be suspended. Upon their 
resumption F. P. Maynes expects to have some interesting 
announcements to make with regard to forthcoming Walturdaw 
specialities, 


Two Gaumoat Successes. 


The Gaumont Coinpany had-trade shows last week of * The 
Man from Blankley’s “" and “A Soul's Awakening.”’ ‘* The Man 
from Blankley's"’ is a Realart picturisation of F. Anstcy’s famous 
play, while “A Soul's Awakening "is a Westminster film. The 
first-named was shown at the Senla, and the second at the 
Futurist, and, following Gaumont’s invariable eustom, which is 
of great convenience to, and is also much appreciated by, 
exhibitors, the exhibitions of both films were repeated in the 
afternoons at the firm's own well-appointed theatre. 


‘* The Two Jacks.”’ 


T had the pleasure of an interesting chat last Saturday with 
popular Jack Hodson, who informed me officially that a business 
arrangement has been definitely made whereby genial little 
Jack Goddard and be, who for many vears had been suecess- 
fully associated with the General Film = Renting Company—in 
fact; ever since its inception—are to take over, as and: from: 
Monday next, the 28th inst.. the agency here of the Provineial 
Productions. The ‘ Two Jacks.” as they are popularly known 
in the trade, will operate from 18 and 20 Manchester Street, 
Liverpool, and their territory will) embrace the whole of the 
Lancashire territory (including Liverpool and district oud 
extending as far North as Barrow), the whole of Cheshire, Nort!r 
Wales and the Isle of Man. For Wednesday last they had 
arranged their initial trade show, which was af the Provincial 
Productions’ super-filin, entitled * Blindfolded. The exhibition 
In addition to this agency an 


‘as given at the Palais de Luxe. ; : 
ae tion will 


arrangement has been -made whereby this combina - 
represent. in the neual Liverpool area Mr. A. Lester, of } lt 
chester, Lester hag a deal of really good stuff, the latest being 


the Hank Mann two-reel comedies. 


Imperial’s Representative. 

Mr. Chilton, supervisor of the Imperial Film Co. in the North, 
asks me to state that they have reappointed Mr. George Green 
as their local representative. As he re-starts with a film of the 
quality cf." Tit for Tat?” he should be weleomed again by 


exhibitors, 
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FILM REVIEWS OF THE WEEK—Continued from page 32. 


Three More Century Comedies. 
European trade-show some clever and humorous items. 


UROPEAN Motion Pictures had three Universal Century 


Comedies awaiting the trade on Tuesday at their theatre, ~ 


pictures with some ingenious situations and breathless 
hustle. ‘* Three Weeks Off ’’ had Lee Moran featured as a clerk 
obtaining a holiday by feigning sickness. His employer sees 
through the scheme and has him dosed by a doctor, massaged bv 
a quack, and so efficiently diagnosed and treated that he wishes, 
long before ne has swallowed the clinical thermcmeter, that he 
had remained fit. How he turned the tables on his tormentors 
is vet another brief chapter in the story. 


‘* Speed "Em Up "’ has a subject that could be developed to 
infinity. Peppo is a liquid that rejuvenates everything upon 
which it is emploved—motor vehicles, pumps, hens, old men and 
women on the farm—all with absurd results. It is slapstick at 
times, but good fun throughout. 


** TIorse Tears "’ is clever in addition to being funny, and the 
antics of Queenie, the horse, are most attractive. She is seen 
first sitting at the breakfast-table eating from a plate, but most 
of her adventures take place when, as a policeman’s horse, she 
assists him in his duties, eventually arresting and imprisoning 
a crook. The horse's cleverness is helped by some careful 
photography, which heightens the attractiveness of the scenes. 
All three of the comedies are worth any exhibitor’s while to 
secure and exploit. They are to be released in November. 


Across the Dead Line. 


A Backwoods’ story with some excellent scenic effects, but an 
unattractive theme. 


HE Great North-West, as the backwoods of Canada are 

| described, has, no doubt, much more attraction for pro- 

ducers in search of novel backgrounds for their stories 

than it has for the average audiences of this country. The 

worst of the backwoods story is the rough characterisation, 

often far-fetched and unconvincing, and the eternal cabaret. If 

the American directors who accept these machine-made stories 

with alacrity could only hear one quarter of the unfavourable 

‘comments on their completed productions, it is safe to say that 
there would be a decided slump in this class of picture. 


In the film under review, shown to the trade last week by 
F.B.O., the cabaret scenes have been very wisely subdued, and 
the characters and crowds generally are a little less rough than 
is the rule in this class of production. But the theme is 
unattractive and impossible. To build a story around a town 
-owned by two brothers, who quarrel and make a dead line in 
the main street, is to strain credulity to its utmost, and certainly 
shows that in some of the American studios there ig a grave 
‘shortage of acceptable film stories. 


This particular lumbertown was named Gilead. Presumably, 
it is no uncommon thing in the back blocks for towns to be 
privately owned, and to have no law other than the feudal 
‘control of the ‘* bose.’’ Two brothers owned Gilead. Enoch 
‘and his son, John, were in possession of the ‘* goody "' side, 
which contained the churches and the long faces. Aaron, the 
-other brother and a bad lot, has a good time on the other side, 
and runs the cabaret and cultivates rum and smiles. And into 
this town comes the strange girl, dressed in bridal array, to be 
found by nephew John, abducted by the bad Aaron, and 
frantically claimed by her demented husband. The good side is 
shocked, the bad side is hilarious and thirsty, and the ending, 
in which the bad brother pays the penalty, is evidently the only 
way out. 
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Frank Mayo, as the son of the goodly Enoch, is quite lost in 
a straight part. After his many successful character impersona- 
tions, it is possibly an error of casting that placed him in the 
character of young and demure manhood. The supporting cast 
was adequate, and photography generally excellent. 


Conquering the Alps. 


A story of the climb to the summit of the Jungfrau, 
containing many thrills. 


the successful attempt to reach the summit of the 

famous Swiss mountain, the Jungfrau, which is nearly 
14,000 feet high. Many attempts have been made to accomplish 
this feat, and many failures have resulted. On this occasion 
the aid of the ski was invoked, and this proved to be of the 
vreatest value, as it enabled the wearer to skid over long slopes 
and levels of snow. The ski is the indispensable companion of 
the Alpinist. The picture is divided into four parts, the first 


AQ NOVEL and entertaining picture of courage and skill in 


SCENE From ‘‘ CONQUERING THE ALPs.”’ 


of which is mainly devoted to showing how the ski is used by 
experts. This is perhaps not new, but it is always interesting, 
as the large audience at Ideal Films’ trade show on Tuesday 
amply testified. 

The journey up the mountain is full of interesting and tense 
moments. At 9,000 feet high a stay is made at the Concordia 
Hut, from which many magnificent scenic effects were witnessed. 
The summit reached after, and well repaid the 
arduous task of the climbers through cloudland by the Glacier 
route. The descent has been described as the most dangerous 
of the two journeys. Carefully picking their way, now sliding, 
now racing at top speed, the descent proceeds. Several dangers, 
eraphically portrayed, include the avalanche, in which great 
blocks of snow race down the bills, sweeping everything before 
them. But terra firma once more, after a day of imminent 
peril and thrills. 

There is some repetition in the ski-ing scenes, and judicious 
cutting will improve the picture. It is worth a place in any 
program, and, indeed, should have a prominent place in 
exploitation. 

Ideal also screened two further items of their educational 
series, both being specially attractive and interesting. The first 
was entitled *‘ How to Grow Thin,’’ and gave a_ practical 
illustration of the suecess of simple treatment. The second 
was ‘‘ How to Dive,”’ in which Annette Kellerman performed 
some remarkable diving feats. 


was soon 
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A. CLARION WINNER!!! 


| TRADE SHOWS: 


LIVERPOOL: 


SCALA, Tuesday, Aug. 29, 1922, . 
at 11-15 a.m. | 


MANCHESTER: | 
A Great GAIETY, Wednesday, Aug. 30, 


—_ 1922, at 11 am. 
Sporting Drama eeee ie 


FEATURING 
MDLLE. 
LOUISE COLLINCY Exhibitors : 
AND Do not miss this 


film. 


M. ANGELY. 


Owned and Controlled in Lancashire, Cheshire, and North Wales by 


The CLARION FILM AGENCY 


LIMITED, 
12 Cannon Street, Manchester. 


Phone: 5688 City. Grams : “ Proclaim, Manchester.” 
Liverpool Representatives: Hodson & Goddar, 18 & 20 Manchester Street: 
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THE FINEST it STORY EVER FILMED OR STAGED © 
FROM THE SENSATIONAL NOVEL BY CLEVELAND MOFFAT 


GEORGE HOLT, NELL SHIPMAN, WILLIAM DUNCAN 


AND AN ALL STAR CAST 
in © REELS RELEASED JULY IG™ 1923 


TRADE SHOW at THE WEST END CINEMA, FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 1. at 11 a.m. 
rciurdomecsias THE VITAGRAPH CO., LTD., 


Branch 
Charing Cross Road. W Manchester, Leeds. Glas. 


relegrapnic adares- Renting Dept., 46 Brewer Street, LONDON, W, Go oe reeks 


rpoel & 
“Vitgraf, Westra anes don.” MY GOUT and 3167. Telegraphic Address—‘‘ VithirinsPivcya| London.’ Territeries. 
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A GREAT SUPER PRODUCTION 
FROM THE WELL KNOWN DRAMA 


BY DION BOUCICAULT 


THE SHAUGHRAUN 


fa 


TRADE SHOW at THE LONDON PAVILION, FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 8, at 3 p.m. OCTORFR 15, 1923. 
P-cell Mh clr al slat nc aati A lb eibett land nal Dhar PRE LE ER 
ntseraomeestizas THE YITAGRAPH CO.., LT D., dicichateh Teale. Gils 


Sharing Cross Road, W C.2. . 
telegraphic addres _ Renting Dept., 46 Brewer Street, LONDON, W. £2 Nercsstic Birming. 
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ALL PRINTS ON EASTMAN STOCK. 


38 THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. August 26, 1922. 


IDEALS 
Os CO) 5 Oe OF 


THESE FASCINATING LITTLE 

ONE-REEL NOVELTIES HAVE 

PACKED THE LEADING CINEMAS 
IN AMERICA. 


ALL EXHIBITORS WHO WANT TQ KEEP 
THEIR PROGRAMMES BRIGHT & VARIED— 
ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO HAVE BOOKED 
THE CAMPBELL COMEDIES AND THE OTHER 
‘*‘IDEAL’S SHORT FEATURES”—ARE 
STRONGLY ADVISED TO TAKE UP THIS 


Simple. Tense : BRILLIANT NEW ADDITION TO THE SERIES. 
little Dramas set in 


Strange 2 Beautiful TRADE SHOWS 
Scenes. LIVERPOOL: iss’ 


Produced bv the Educational 


Films i rial of America. M AN CH ESTER : aie cae inierier 


y IDEAL FILMS LTD. 
fly 0 Cheat € 2 WY Elec (oleaiics-1 ace 
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FILM REVIEWS OF THE WEEK—Continued 


Blindfolded. 7 


Bessie Barriscale in an unusual story of crime and ultimate 
_ happiness. 

N ‘' Blindfolded,’ trade shown in Manchester on Wednesday 

I for the first time in England, Provincial Productions have 

a film of unusual merit. The earlier parts of the picture 
have a criminal setting, but the situations are unique in so far 
as the crooks are real human beings, and, apart from their 
nefarious doings, normal people. For instance, the reading of 
Fmerson’s essays plays an important part in the moral 
development of the heroine. Incidentally, the film illustrates 
the fact that ‘t once a crook, always a crook "’ is untrue, With- 
out in any way being propaganda, the treatment of this story 
shows how easily the prison svstem and subsequent surveillance 
may frustrate the efforts of an ex-prisoner towards reform. 

We are introduced at the opening of the story to Patrick 
Muldoon (J, J. Dowling) and his bull dog. Muldoon is ostensibly 
a semi-blind mendicant, but is in reality the leader of a gang 
ot bank robbers, In this work he is assisted by his adopted 
daughter, Pegey (Bessie Barriscaley, who is a charming, light- 
hearted girl who sevs nothing but adventure in her wrong-doine. 
But the reading of Emerson awakens her conscience, and with 
difficulty she is persuaded to take part in the last bank robbery 
of the gang, in conjunction with another rogue called the 
‘Mask.’ The police get wind of the affair and raid the bank 
premises, capturing Pewsey. The *f Mask " but one 
of the police is killed. Peyey is imprisoned for two years, during 
which time Muldoon dies. After her release she becomes com- 
panion toa Mrs. Raymond Benton, who knows Peeev’s story. 

Pegey develops into a beautiful woman under her new cultured 
surroundings, — But the police trace her and endeavour to get 
her to betray the ** Mask." Mrs. Benton’s wayward son has 


escapes, 


““¥eforFmed, and she takes Pegey on a visit to California to meet 


him. The voung couple fall in love and marry, Mrs. Benton 


advising Pegsy not to disclose her past. After two years of 


bliss, with a few months’ old baby, the pair are ideally 
happy. But from out the past appear three of the old gang, and 


“Scupy ' Dane tries to re-assert his power over Peggy. The 
trio have planned to rob the bank of which Robert Benton is 4 
‘Steller,’ and threaten to disclose Peguy’s past if she will not 
help them to enter the bank vaults. At dead of night they call 
for her, but she refuses; her husband is awakened and confronts 
Dane, when out comes the whole story, overheard by a detective 
who bas trailed the gang. Benton discloses the fact that he was 
the ** Mask."’ The detective shoots Dane while he is attempt- 
ing to escape, and arrests Benton. But Dane confesses that he 
killed the police officer on the night vears before. Pegey and 
Robert therefore have nothing but happiness before them. 

This may seem an ordinary crook story, but the splendid 
human acting of J. J. Dowling, as the old) musician, and the 
Vivacious presence of Bessie Barrisvale in the earlier scenes lift 
ir right Gut of the rut. In the later dramatic incidents Miss 
Barriscale is both restrained and intense. The finale is quite 
unexpected, and adds an exciting climax to a very gripping and 
interesting picture. This film is suitable for any hall. The 
photography is excellent. 


Mr. P. Kimberley came North for the Imperial Co.'s trade 
show of ‘* Tit for Tat.’ This was one of the best shows the firm 
has held in Manchester. Ameny prominent citizens present were 
Mr. J. BE. Sutton, M.P., Coun. J. Johnson, and Alderman Turn- 
bull, of the Watch Committee. Mr. Kimberley stated that Mr. 
C. M. Hepworth was back in harness. 


ALBERT LESTER, 


Begs to Announce that he has Appointed Messrs. 


ORME’S BUILDINGS, 
PARSONAGE, MANCHESTER, 


HODSON & GODDARD, 
18-20 Manchester Street, 


As his 


LIVERPOOL, 


MERSEYSIDE REPRESENTATIVES. 


Telegrams:—'' Nunbetcr,”’ Liverpool. 


'Phone :—Central, 2778. 


Have You Booked 


IF WOMEN ONLY KNEW 
TANGLED HEARTS 
DEAD MAN’S LOVE 


HANK MANN COMEDIES 
MIRTH COMEDIES 
LEE KIDDIE 


ROBINSON CRUSOE 
and the Comedy Sensation of the Year 


WHY MEN 


Google 


LEAVE HOME 
(5 Reels) Starring NELLIE WALLACE. 
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FIN, FUR AND FEATHER ON THE FILM. 


Habits of Life of Teuants of the Tree Top and 
Denizens of the Deep Graphically 
Shown upon the Screen. 


‘* Secrets of Nature,’’ Regent Films’ New Interest Series, 


evokes great enthusiasm at Trade Show. 
A really attractive offering. 


Oa jaded reviewer, meeting day after day with picturised 

i plays, good, less good, and some regarding which it 
were well to say nothing, there is something exhilarating 

in viewing interest films of the quality and freshness of those 
shown last week at the West End Kinema by Regent Films. 
Vhev were numbers 7 to 12 of the wonderful ‘ Secrets of 
Nature" series, the films upon which noted members of the 


ScENE From ‘‘ FatHoms DEEP BENEATH THE SEa.”’ 


Zoological Society and expert photographers have been engaged 
with most successful results, and the atmosphere of the open 
country and the seashore is present throughout. It is only in 
the pictures showing life at the bottom of the sea of which, 
naturally, this cannot be said. 


KNOWLEDGE, SKILL AND PATIENCE. 

The whole series is an eloquent testimony to the knowledge, 
Jabour, skill and patience involved in securing the pictures. 
First of all there is the knowing what to look for, then the when 
and where of the search, and following that the skilful placing 
of the camera and the waiting unobserved for the actual picture- 
making. Particularly is this to be observed in the film dealing 
with the habits of the sparrow-hawk, Captain Knight having te 
secrete himself high up in the fork of a tree hidden from 
observation for hours and hours while waiting for the pictures 
showing the feeding and nurture of the infant sparrow-hawks. 
Time and again during the sercening at the trade show en- 
thusiastic applause outbroke as some clever bit of photography 
revealed a fact of nature hitherto hidden, or portrayed the 
romance of some familiar beast or bird. 


CHILDREN OF NATURE. 


Number 7 picture was entitled ‘Children of Nature,’ and 
showed the young of various species, emphasising the limitation 
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“in forming hollows being really beautiful. 


Ly blindness, ete., of those animals unable at birth to live an 
independent life. The neutral markings of the pheasant and 
turkey, the high nesting of the waterhen to be out of. reach 
of floods and natural enemies, the swan defending its young 


avainst attack, exhibited one method of the preservation of 
young life. The independence immediately after birth of the 


foal and the kid, owing to being able by use of long legs to keep 
up with the parent, the great care of the young wallaby in its 
mother’s pouch, and the parental care of the young monkey, of 
which there is usually but one at a birth, emphasised the great 
eare tuken of the higher animals. Young owls and woodpeckers, 
cats, dogs and monkeys made charmingly attractive pictures. 


CITIZENS OF THE SEA-SHORE. 


In number 8 were depicted more or less common objects of the 
seashore, the seascapes introduced to show the action of waves 
Anemones, sea mice 
(or is it mouses?), sea urchins and starfish were made to move 
before the camera, the quaint amblings of the hermit crab in 
its borrowed house being quite amusing. It was rather a pity 
that at the close of this picture, when the heaps of seaweed 
thrown up by a rough sea were shown, that opportunity was 
not taken to include a few feet depicting the really wonderful 
way in which the infant skate and dogfish may be found placed 
ir the little pouches torn from the sea-bed by the action of the 
waves. 


INTERESTING SLOW-MOTION PICTURES. 


Use was made of the ultra-rapid camera in number 9 to 
show the details of locomotion 6f the kangaroo, the sea-lion and 
the Jand crab. Slow motion photography was not, of course, 
necessary in the case of the tortoise and the snaii, but here the 
photography of the snail’s peculiar method of locomotion, the 
wave-like movements of the body which secure its propulsion, 
were admirably seen through a sheet of glass upon which the 
creature was crawling. The ultra-rapid was used with excellent 
effect in this number to show the action of the tongue of the 
toad and the snake, in the former to snap up its food and in 
the latter to feel its way through narrow crevices. Sub-titles 
in this section were most helpful to instruct as well as to point 
out particular motions in the animal's locomotion. 

In numbers 10 and 11 there were many facts to be assimilated 
in a most attractive manner. They dealt with methods of dis- 
guise for purposes of defence and attack, and in the ease of the 
turkey and peacock, display of beautiful features for the pursuit 
of their amorous promptings. 


MASTERS OF CAMOUFLAGE. 


In the latter it was urged that the so-called tail of the peacock 
is not really its tail but a set of body feathers which the tail 
supports. In number 11 was a most comic creature, the spider- 
crab, whose efforts to hide himself fronr enemies and prey evoked 
roars of laughter. One by one he picked up stones frora the 
floor of the sea and placed them on his back in an uncanny 


(Continued at foot of next page). 
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SWEDISH BIOGRAPH 


IN NEW 


; PRODUCTIONS. 


In which Matheson Lang and other well-known 
English Artistes are Starred. 


AU RIT Z 
M “STILLER, the 

well-known 
director of ‘* Guarded 
Lips,’ ‘Rapids of Life,” 
and: other had 
a tale of 
when 


successes, 
woe to 
interviewed — in 
Stockholm recently. The 
locale of his new, pro- 
duction, ‘in which Mary 
Johnson is featured, is 
the trozen North, Mir: 
Stiller expressed the 


after 
colossal 


limit, for, 
overcoming the 
difficulty of transporting 


frozen 


his huge lighting equip- 
ment several hundred 


miles from Stockholm, he 


Mary JOHNSON AND Ernar Hansson 
IN‘'THE Story or A Manor Hovuse.”" 


found a temperature of 
fifteen below zero to 
freeze everything. The real trouble started, however, when he 
was forced to employ several thousand reindeer as supers. One 
embryo actor, thoroughly disgusted at being driven away con- 
trary to its inclinations, turned on its human brother, Thespian, 
and gave him a very warm half hour with its small hoofs. Three 
weeks in hospital were necessary to the actor’s recovery, though 
we are not told that ** the beast it was that died." The owners 
of the herds showed the utmost suspicion, and despite lavish 
gifts of money and all assurances to the contrary, insisted on 
regarding the cameras as weapons of war, and continually spoilt 
the producer's best efforts by rushing into the picture to see to 
the safety of their property. A crowd in a London street is bad 
enough. but scores of gibbering Laps clustered round the tripod 


(Continued srom previous page.) 


effort to make himself look as much as possible like his sur- 
roundings. The turbot, marked in exact pattern with his 
environment, the black fellow of the same shape that, having 
no protective colouring, keeps always on the turbot’s underside, 
the sand dab, that covers himself with sand, the scallop, that 
puts up a screen of sediment to obscure its position, all afforded 
instances of the skill possessed to turn every opportunity to 
advantage in the preservation of life. 


That there was need so to do was apparent from the Bisiibsh: 


looking—and behaving—denizens of the deep which were shown. 


@ sudden-darting conger, the 
Thy dden-dart tl 


many-tentacled octopus, the 


John Dory, almost invisible end-on so thin is he, the pipe fish, 


slender as a seawecd- stalk; all these continuaHy searching for 
prev, and in addition the anemone with its ability to paralyse 
any fish touching its waving spines. 


Digitized by Goc gle 


tell: 


opinion that it was the . 


MaTuHEson LANG IN. ONE OF THE NEW SWEDISH BioGRAPH 
PRODUCTIONS. 


is sufficiently nerve-racking to put the most hardened film man, 
into Colney Hatch. 


MATHESON LANG’S GREAT RECEPTION. 
Matheson Lang, who is playing lead in a new production over, 
there, has had an enthusiastic reception. Mr. Lang, who is at 
present filming at a little northern scaport, was besieged by 


newspaper men for interviews, and is so pleased with the 
country that he intends getting Mrs. Lang. to join him for a 


holiday when the picture is complete. The story ‘in which he 
is featured is a mcdern sea drama, some of the big thrills being, 
provided by a storm and the burning and blowing up of a 
schooner. It is directed by Victor Seastrom, that 
wizard who gave us ‘ Love's Crucible,’ and who plays a strong 
réle opposite Lang and Jenny Hasselqvist, 


screen 


the dancer. 


UP AMONG THE TREE TOPS. 


In number 12, the sparrow-hawk film, spectators were allowed 
te view at a distance of but nine feet the nest of the sparrow- 
hawk, with its clutch of eggs, the devotion of the hen to her 
brood, her sheltering them from the hot sun during the mid- 
day hours by spreading her wings above them, the orderly meal- 
time manners, and the beginnings of physical jerks to develop 
wing-strength. The male is out meanwhile finding food, and a 
really fortunate and clever picture shows this determined-looking 
fellow. plucking a starling he has caught, preparatory to taking 
it to his hungry family. Subtitles deplored the wanton shooting 
of the sparrow-hawk by. gamekeepers, it being claimed that their 
chief food was vermin, of which the gamekeeper was well rid. 

There can be no doubting the popularity of this series of 
pictures, and exhibitors who have hitherto fought shy of the 
interest film should put aside their diffidence and consider the 
booking of what is at once instruction and entertainment. 
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5,488 Piet: at Thrills 

Vivid Scenes of —_ 
Galveston Floods 
Storms at Sea 


Controlled by 


UNITED KINGDOM 
PHOTOPLAYS, Ltd. 


29a Charing Cross Road, 
W.C.2. 


Territorial Inquiries 


the Question 
But is in no sense a 


Propaganda Picture. 
Will Attract Thousands 


of Newcomers Everywhere. 


——————————— ———_——————_— ee 


Featuring 


that Answers. 
HERMINA FRANCE. 


The London Trade Show (particulars above) will be immediately preceded by the 
rendering of the beautiful song “ There Are No Dead” (Recordia Co., Publishers) by 
Mr, J. Browning Mummery, the Famous Australian Tenor. | 


Viewers are, therefore, requested to be seated before 11 o'clock, as admission will be 
suspended during the few minutes the song is in progress. 


CARDIFF TRADE SHOW: 
At the Cinema Exchange, on Friday September 1, 1922. 
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TRADE IN THE YORKSHIRE TERRITORY. 


(By our Leeds Correspondent.) 


The Kinema Cricket Club — What About Next Year ? — This Year’s Record — Football Next — 
Anglers and their Subscriptions — Harry Broughton 
Joins Phillips —-The Exchange. 


HE Yorkshire Kinema Trade Cricket Club is nearing the 
end of its inaugural season, und there is not any doubt 
that it has made good. The club was formed in order 

that the occasional cricket matches urranged by the trade might 
be placed on a better footing, and to cater for the many cricket 
enthusiasts in the business in Yorkshire. Also, of course, to 
assist in the good work of cementing friendship and tightening 
trade ties. It has succeeded in its object by providing a series 
of ‘most enjoyable matches, and one hopes that the club will be 
kept in being. 


What About Next Year? 


The trouble with these sporting clubs is that enthusiasm 
sometimes languishes and the officials appointed are left to 
‘* hold the dog and keep things going.’ The trade must see 
tu it that its cricket does not languish in this way. This year 
the club has been feeling its way, and its program was rather 
hurriedly arranged. Local matches have been played in most 
pleasant surroundings. and the ‘* truly. rural "’ afternoons in 
the Yorkshire dales have proved most delightful for all taking 
part. Next year, one hopes, the club will look further afield 
and arouse more general interest in its affairs in the trade in 
Yorkshire by arranging more matches with rival kinema clubs 
and neighbouring kinema_— centres. More matches, for 
example, like those played with the Sheffield kinemen. Why 
not challenge Manchester and Liverpool, or arrange matches 
between, say, the West and Kast Ridings? 


This Year’s Record. 

It was a pity that the weather proved unkind for the 
Exhibitors v. Renters match at Leeds. but this has been 
rearranged. As there was no hope of play on the date originally 
agreed on the fixture has been postponed to Wedveeday, 
September 6, when it is hoped there will be a big rally of the 
trade in the county. Following this engagement the Kineima 
Club play Lloyd's Bank ©.C. (Leeds) at Roundhay Park on 
Saturday, September 9, and this rings down the curtain on the 
season. The record for the summer of the club's debut is as 
follows : 


Date. Opponents. Result. 
June 2.—Paramount C.C. ...........c cece eee ee eees Lost 
» 14.—Starbeck ............... ie .. Lost 
», 22.—Sheffield Kinema XI. 1...................0005 Won 


., 29.—Yorkshire Kinema Trade Angling Club Tie 


July 5.—Carlton (Rothwell) ..........0. 0... cee Won 
», 15.—Sherburn in Elmet ......: Bo te wiles ee . Lost. 
.. 19.—Carlton and District Lost 

Aug. 2.—Starbeck .... .........00000. ... Lost 
», 5.—Sheffield Kinema XI. . .......... 0.0.0.2... Won 
+> 16.—Sherburn in Elmet ................ waebuirasanes Won 


The record is: Played 10, won 4, lost 5, tied 1. 


Football Next 

The trade in Yorkshire is to be complimented on this 
successful inauguration of another valuable ‘t lung."’) | When 
will it extend its football activities? There is plenty of scope 
and a vround could be found without difficulty. Indeed, one 
of the most central in Leeds eould be secured. I happen to 
know that fact. 


Anglers and Their Subscriptions. 


The reference to members whose enthusiasm wanes applies 
to some extent to the Angling Club, which is certainly most 
popular, and has provided some of the happiest outings the 
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trade has organised. Everyone would be sorry if the Angling 
Club fizzled out. But listen: Only fourteen members have 
paid their subscriptions for the current year. Secretary Simpson 
White told us so. He is tired of inviting members to remember 
their obligations. That isn’t exactly how he put it, but such 
is the estate of affairs. Shall we call it ‘* forgetfulness ’'? 
Whatever the reason, it is unfair to the officials who work in 
order to keep the club alive and arrange matches for the trade’s 
entertainment, The popularity of these fishing days is 
remarkable, but those who take part in them should remember 
that the organisation has to be kept in being. 


Barred ! 

On the second Wednesday in September the club ig to fish 
its annual match at East Cottingworth, where the sport 
should be good. Chars-a-bane will leave the Exchange Arcade 
at 8 a.m., and-the destination is 12- miles beyond York, in fine 
country. Everything promises well, but let it be known that 
the officials have decided that no members who are in arrears 
with subscriptions shail be allowed to compete in the match. 
It is a sorry announcement to have to make, but such is the 
ease. Several valuable prizes—as distinct from the objection- 
able cash awards—will be offered, and the going looks good. 


Harry Broughton Joins Phillips. 

Mr. Harry Broughton, of Leeds, who has been xo closely 
associated with the trade in Leeds for some years past, has 
joined Phillips Films, and will be associated with Mr. Alfred 
Roberts in pushing the interests of this firm in these parts. 
He commences his duties on September 1. Mr. Broughton will 
have everyone's good wishes. He was formerly manager of 
the Coliseum, Leeds, and has been actively identified with most 
of the sporting and social events arranged at the-club of late 
years. Mr. Broughton is regarded in the official circles of 
Leeds golf as one of the best and most promising amateur 
golfers in Yorkshire. He is a‘ hitter,” a player with a big 
drive. May he make a hit in filmland. 


The Exchange. 

The Exchange, at Leeds, is suffering from wear and 
tear. When it was opened during Mr. Joseph Henry's 
Mayoralty it was a very cosy and charming little home for 
the members of the business. It won approval from everyone 
who entered it. It gave an excellent impression to visitors. 
Can we say as much to-day? Isn't it looking a little too seedy 
to be good for the fair name of the trade? One hastens to 
re.ove any impression that this may convey that the staff is 
not doing its work. It. is. And it is doing it well, as all 
members wil! agree. But the premises are suffering from the 
ravages of hard wear by hard boots, and the carpets and general 
appearance are not as cosy and charming as they really ought 
to be. The directors are aware of the fact. They proposed 
renovations some months back and desired to increase the sub- 
scription with that object in view. But the members objected 
at the annual meeting and so the club is as it is. But the 
subject deserves more than passing thought. Many people 
judge by appearance and the Exchange needs some new 


equipment. 
al 


Mr. V. Jones has taken over the Nottingham territory for 
Goldwyn, 
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A SHOWMAN’S SUPER ATTRACTION 
GIRLS © 
BEWARE! 


Featuring LOIS WILSON. 
PASSED BY THE CENSOR. 


‘A DRAMATIC STORY WITH A PUNCH. 


neg. |CANNOT FAIL 

HE ORY 

Tus Mora.) 2O ATTRACT. 

SHOULD A GIRL DO INNOCENT FLIRTING ? 


AGENTS REQUIRED IN EVERY TERRITORY. 
WRITE IMMEDIATELY. 


UNITED KINGDOM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS CONTROLLED BY 


UNITY FILM CO., Ltd., 
7, GERRARD STREET, W. 1. 


Telephone: Regent, 2145. Telegrams; “ Unizimbru, Westrand, London 
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NORTHERN BRANCH C.E.A. MEETING. 


Fighting the Tax—Additional Slides Required— 
Forward Contracts Relief—General 
Booth’s Statement. 


7g OW to enlist the sympathy and support of the general 

H public in the campaign for the readjustment of tho 

Eutertaimments Tax was discussed by the members of 

the Northern branch of the C.M.A. at a meeting held under the 

chairmanship of Mr. J. 8. Snell last week at the office of the 
branch, 71, Westgate Road, Neweastle. 


An Aggressive Policy Wanted. 

A letter was read from the General Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation pointing out that it was evident, in view of the state- 
ment that had been made in the House of Commons, that the 
abolition of the Entertaimments Tax was in abeyance, and the 
only method to be adopted was an aggressive one, and to invite 
the public to be a party to the fight. Members should try to 
bring home to the public the glaring injustice of the present 
mode of levying the tax, 

The Chairman drew attention to the propaganda slides that 
could be had, and members who wished to have them should 
leave their names and addresses with the secretary. The 
slides could be delivered in the course of a day or two. One 
of the slides was handed round for the inspection of the 
meinbers, 

Mr. Dixon Seatt pointed out that if thes waited until nearer 
the General Blection the thing would be lost sight of among the 
many other things that would be put forward. The Government 
would be faced with two Tean years and they would try to 
average their income for the coming finaneial year. Appeals 
for the reduction of taxation in every way woulkl be received. 
The Government would not cut down their staffs because that 
would make them unpopular, The only way to impress the 
Government was to make them feel that the working men were 
against them. 

The Chairman remarked that the public sympathy must be 
enlisted, for without it they were dispensing with a valuable 
Weapon. 


Additional Slides Required. 

It was pointed out that on the slide that had been handed 
round no mention was made as to how the public would 
benefit if the tax was taken off, and Mr. W. 8.) Shepherd 
wished to know what they could promise their patrons, and if 
the exhibitors were prepared to take the tax off the prices of 
admission ? 

The Chairman remarked that if a flat rate on the takings was 
adopted in plice of the present mode of levying the tax, 
exhibitors could adjust their prices to meet economic conditions, 

Mr. F. W. Morrison stated that the reason they had not got 
publi¢ support was dus to the fact that they bad not promised 
to do anything. To enlist their patrons’ svinpathy they would 
have to put something on the slide stating that if the people 
voted to secure a readjustment of the tax the exhibitors would 
be able to readjust their prices. © They would have to be 
discreet and keep their slides from party bias, 

The Chairman suggested that the slide submitted should be 
considered as an initial step. and. Jater, they could have 
another to show that the public would benefit through a 
rebatement of the tax. 

The suggestion of the chairman was agreed to. 


Theatres and Super Films. 
The question of the booking of super films to theatres before 


they were offered to the kinemas was discussed on the reevipt 
of a letter from the Birmingham branch, which stated that a 


Google 


resolution lad been passed to refrain from booking with 
renters who did so. The chairman remarked that the 


_territory had been free from that sort of thing for two or three 


although it had been done with propaganda — films, 
Encouragement ought to be sent to the Birmingham members 
in the stand they were taking. 

The Chairman remarked that if they cared the music halls 
coukl show pictitres as they had done in the past, and in the 
tuture the kindmas might revert to variety artistes. It was 
Ultimately agreed to support the action of the Birmingham 
branch. 


sears, 


’ 4 
Relief from Forward Contracts. 

On the question of relief from forward contracts a letter 
was received from Mr. Gavazzi King instructing the branches 
to set up committees for the purpose of giving advice to 
members in regard to cases going to the Joint Standing Com- 
mittee for discussion with the renters, These local comuittces 
were for the purpose of eliminating cases where there was no 
likelihood of succees.. Among the things that had to be pro- 
duced for the purpose of getting relief were balance sheets, 
profit and Joss accounts for the past five years, or from the 
commencement of the undertaking whichever was the shorter 
period. 

Tn the course of the discussion Mr. Watson Young complained 
that the conditions laid down by the renters were too severe, 
but Mr. FL OW. Morrison said that they would have to have 
something to go upon, The reason that they never heard of 
rebates in the territory was due to the fact that they never had 
sufficient evidence to go upon, 

Messrs. W. oS. Shepherd, Dixon Scott, 


and W. Carr were 
appointed as the local committee. > 


General Booths’ Statement Denounced. 

The reeent indistment of the kinemas by General Booth, 
of the Salvation Army, was raised as the result of a letter from 
the General Seeretary of the Association, referring to the 
correspondence that had been carried on with the Salvation 
Army on the matter. 

The Branch Secretary having outlined the incident, the 
chairman said that until the General withdrew his words he 
did not think it was advirable to give any assistance to the 
Salvation Army. Captains of the Salvation Army, to whom he 
had rendered assistance in’ the past, had approached the 
speaker, and he had politely shown them to the door, 

Mr. F. W. Morrison remarked that the contributions to the 
Self Denial Fund were £10,000 down, and if the speaker was 
asked to give a reason for that it would be that it was not 
altogether caused through the depression, but because the 
exhibitors had refused to give to the Salvation Army the usual 
facilities for collecting from .their patrons, He had found 
another institution to which he had given’ the support he 
usually gave fo the Salvation Army. His advice to the 
members was to do the same until General Booth admitted 
that he had dene an injustice to the trade. A: resolution sup- 
porting the action of the General Council was unanimously 
approved. 

Mr. W. Carry viec-chairman, moved that on and after the 
Ovetober meeting they resume the branch meetings on the 
Wednesday afternoon. Mr. HE. Chadwick seconded, and after 
discussion the resolution was put to the meeting, when the 
voting was even, On the suggestion of a member the question 
was deferred until the next meeting, when it was hoped that 
there would be a larger attendance. 
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REPUTATION 


for 


CONSISTENT 
EXCELLENCE 


1s the exhibitor’s safeguard 
when booking serials. Years 
of specialised study of “serial” 
requirements haye made 
Pathe’s the leading house for 
serials. Read’ the Trade 
Reports whenever a Pathe 
Serial is Trade Shown — ask 
your patrons — everything 
points to excellent box-office 
receipts during the run of a 
Pathe Serial. 


THE BEST 


HURRICANE HUTCH 


Fifteen sensational episodes of a gripping 

drama, unfolded at lightning pace, filled 

with spine-tingling thrills. Every dare-devil 

deed an actual accomplishment of Dare-devil 

Hutch (Charles Hutchison) theThrill-a-minute 
Stunt King. 


PATHE FRERES CINEMA LT D., 84 Wardour St., W.1, and Branches, 


BOOK NOW 


for next releases— 
{| HURRICANE 
Hi HUTCH 


Release Date— 
Jany, 8, 1923, 


THE JUNGLE 
GODDESS 


Release Date— ek Ue fd 
April 23, 1923, | WM | iz.) 
oa 1} jet Arn | 
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IN THE MIDLANDS. 


(By our Birmingham Correspondent.) 


Still Hanging Fire — A Musical Manager — A- P.C.T.- Change —-The Bull Dogs — 
A New Kinema Company — The Brothers Solomon — A Sto)l Note — 
European Co.’s New Branch — A Dinner. 


2 HILFE in the best informed quarters it ig confidently 
SW “stated that the promoters of The Orient, Birmingham's 
new super-kinema, intend to carry out the scheme 
which has hung fire so long, they do not seem in a hurry to 
, commence the demolition work necessary before its construction 
can be carried out. It was generally anticipnted that building 
operations weuld be well under weigh during the summer, but 
appearances point to the Futurist being without a rival hall until 
{924 approaches. 


A Musical Manager. 

The re-opening cf the St. George's Mall, West Bromwich, at 
the beginning of next month will find a new manager in charge. 
Mr. Win. Singer, who has been appointed to this house, which 
Is one of the cireuit controlled by Mr. A. A. dames, has been 
connected with entertainments for many vears. He was the 
head of the well-known Singer Musical Troupe, which, until a 
few years ago, regularly toured the London and provincial 
musi¢ halls, His brother, Leonard, fills the post of musical 
director at the Balsall Heath Picture House, Birmingham. 


A P.C.T. Change. 

Another change of managership has just taken place at New 
Street Picture House where a few months avo Mr. Alexander 
Grant took over the reins ef office for the P.C.T. For the 
next few months Mr. Grant will carry out the duties of holiday 
relief manager on the company's circuit. 


The Bull Dogs. 

Those merry wights, the members of the Birmingham Bull 
Dogs Kinema Club, held an informal supper last week. Mr. 
A. A, James (president) was unable to attend, and Mr. C. W. 
Hutchin (Walturdaw) deputised for him. In asking the party 
to drink the health of the Club, Mr. Hutchin foreeasted that 
the gathering would) prove the first of a series during the 
autumn and winter. 


A New Kinema Company. 

A new company, entitled the Criterion Picture House, Ltd., 
has just. been ee to take over the Dudley kinema of that 
name from Mr. S. J. Bray. The capital is £40,000, and the 
directors are imen well) known’ in’ local commercial 
including Mr. ‘T. S. Stewart Smith (Kinver), Mr. F. J. 
(Netherton), and Mr. J. Mason (Dudles). 


circles, 


Ballard 


The Brothers Sotomon. 
A change has taken place at the Associated First National 
Midland branch, Mr. Ralph A. Solomon last week succeeding 


Mr. Harold) Menlove as manager. Brother of Mr. Claude 
Solomon, of Stoll’s, he is one of four brothers who oeeupy 
prominent positions in the trade. A’ third) brother holds a 


good post on the headquarters staff of the Astra Filin Co., while 
the fourth is manager of a Peterborough kinema. Mr. Ralph 
Solon.on has for several vears past been with the Astra Co. in 
London prior to whieh he was on the F.B.O. Metropolitan. staff. 


A Stoll Note. 

By the wav, Mr. Claude Solomon reports a record number 
of bookings in the Midlands for the Stoll tennis film, featuring 
Mdlle. Lenglen, and is also doing good business on the trio of 
features, ** Suspicious Wives,’ ‘' Sins of the Parents,’’ and 
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‘“* The Problem Eternal.” He will invile exhibitors to a‘ trade 
shoty of the Matheson Lang feature, ** Dick Turpin’s Ride to 
York,”? on September 12. : 


European Co.'s. New Branch. 

Mr. Frank Leedam, the newly-appointed Midland manager 
of the European Motion Picture Co., is now to be found in a 
first floor office at 1-5, Hill) Street, Birmingham, His 
principal offering at the moment is ‘* The Storm,” and he is 
well satisfied with the bookinys which followed the trade show 
at New Street Picture House. 


A Dinner. 

The Samuelson production, ‘* The Game of Life,"’ is proving 
a winner for Mr. Harokl Goodman (Hub Film Co.). This will 
have a six days’ first run at The Futurist, Birmingham, on 
September 25, while practically the whole of the halls in the 
chief Midland towns have alrendy seeured it. | 


Briefs of Interest. 

Exhibitors had an opportunity on Sunday last of seeing the 
Regent Co.’s latest interest film, ‘t The Seerets of Nature.” 
a A. Catliff believes this will prove as successful | as) Mr. 

Edgar Chanee's ‘f Cuekoo ”? story, 

** Bevond the Rocks.’ the Elinor Glyn story, which was 
screened at the Seala Theatre, was the last of the present series 
of Famous-Lasky Birmingham trade shows. Mr. J. J. Cooper 
expects to commence a new program at the beginning of 
October. 

Mr. T. W. Wilson (Pathé Fréres) is enjoying a holiday at 
Searborough. 

Mr. H. Boodson (Ideal) points out that the Birmingham 
trade show of “SA Bill of Divoreement ’? will take place at the 
Futurist on Sunday, September 3, and not the 10th as stated 
in my notes last week. 


ASSOCIATED FIRST NATIONAL’S 
EDITORIAL MANAGERESS. 


ISS R. M. WILLIAMS, late of the Stoll Film Company, 
M has now joined Associated First National Pictures, Ltd., 
as editorial manageress. 

During her film career Miss Williams has been for three vears 
with the Fox Film Company, and for eighteen months in’ the 
Ideal Company's technical department, where she dealt with 
every type of film. For ‘’ fairly long period she acted: on, her 
own as a free lance, and handled such well-known productions 
as ‘The Call of the Blood ’ for the Stoll Company and ‘ The 
Flame of Life’ for the Swedish. Biograph Company (which film 
was afterwards shown at  a- ‘* Command"? performance), 
“Tommy Atkins in Berlin’ for Western Import, and their 
complete output. 

She then joined the Stoll Film Company, and, during the 
ninetecn months she was there, assembled and edited for the 
majority of the producers, revived and edited for others, at the 
same time dealing with those films purchased from outside 
sources which needed editing and cutting. 
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LAZY OPERATORS AND DAMAGED FILMS. 


Northern C.E.A. Discuss Damage and 
Suggest Remedy. 


AMAGI: to filins care up for discussion at a meeting of 
the Northern branch of the C.B.A. last week. It aro-e 
on the receipt of a letter from Mr. Woolf, the scerctary 

of the Newcastle Centre of the K.R.S., which was accompanied 
by a short length of film containing no less than twelve sercen 
flashes. The communication invited the branch to send a 
representative to discuss the question of damaged films with the 
K.R.S., as it was becoming a serious matter. It was pointed 
out by Mr. Woolf that as a result of proceedings instituted by 
him recently a renter had recovered £50 damages and costs. 

Mr. Alfred Smith (branch secretary) drew the attention of the 
members to the fact that the K.R.S. had made complaints to 
the C.E.A. about the damage that was heing done to films 
generally, and a letter had been sent out by the general secre- 
tary of the Association asking the members to see that the films 
were not dainaged by punching marks on them. 


Lazy Operators. . 

The Chairman (Mr. J. &. Snell) remarked that films were 
damaged by the operators—unknown to the proprietors or 
managers—punching them so as to cause a flash on the screen 
as a signal that the film, had only a, certain time to run, and 


thus save them the trouble of exercising the viyilance that 
would be necessary if that method were not adopted. It was 


pure laziness on the part of the operators, The letter just 
received could not be ignored, and a strongly-worded letter 
should be sent to the members pointing out the way in which 
films were being damaged, and asking them to assist in putting 
an end to it. 


WHAT IS LOVE? 


It is that mysterious something which causes woman to 
leave her fireside for heaven knows what.... It is the 
desperate urge that compels man to throw to the winds even 
the ideals he has cherished through ages. . . 


? 


Do you know what love is? 


Stroheim 
DOES 


and he knows women. And he knows what women who 
imagine themselves in love do. He shows just how they 
suppress or demonstrate love. All the peculiar twists and 
tangles that upset even the proudest women. He depicts 


this in a background of splendour such as the eye of a 
camera has not looked upon since first the movements of 
human beings were recorded in action. 

You will see it all in— 


FOOLISH WIVES 


Yhe Most Talked About Picture in the World 


Google 


Tracing the Origin. 

Mr, F. W. Morrison contended that the damage, if they did - 
but know, originated in the first run houses, and in the territory 
it should not be difhcult to trace the origin of the damage as 
new copies of films were supplied. If there were marks on the- 
film when the second man vot it, the source could be easily 
detected by the renters asking this man for a report on the 
condition of the film when he received it. He was pleased that 
one exhibitor had been caught. The individual in question paid 
the £50 rather than allow the matter to go into court. The 
spenker would have liked to have seen the ease go to the court, 
as it would have been the means of making the country 
exhibitors more careful, A short while ago he had the effect of 
a six-reeler completely spoiled by being punched in the way 
complained of, He thought that it should be suggested to the 
renters that they might get to know how the first run had turned 
out by making inquiries from the second man, and by that 
means they would be able to trace: where the damave had 
originated, 

Several members having stated that they were tired of com- 
plaining about damaged films and vetting no satisfaction from 
the renters, the Secretary pointed out that it was in their own 
interests that members should report damaged films, as it would 
save them from vetting into trouble. 

Mr. F. W. Morrison was appointed to meet the local K.R.S. 
and convey to them the feelings of the exhibitors on the point 
that had been raised in Mr. Woolf's letter. 


FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD FILM IN 
VARIETY TURN. 


OT the least of the many interesting items forming the 
N prozram at the Argyle Variety Theatre, Birkenhead, this 
week is one presented by Julian Wylie, and entitled 
“ Fifteen Years Ago.’* The author of the preduction is George 
Black, and, what is of outstand’ne interest to those engaged in 
the kinema industry, a feature of the show is the introduction 
of a film entitled ** To Save Her Soul,’ whieh was produced 
fifteen years ago. Such popular favourites in the motion picture 
world as Mary Pickford, Mack Sennett, and other star artistes 
of the present day are inciuded in the cast. 

“Comparisons are odious "it is offen said, and with singular 
appropriateness may these words be applicd to ** Fifteen Years 
Ago,” which served admirably the purpose intended of it, viz., 
to illustrate the vast strides which have been made in film pro- 
duction in the period indicated, 

Appropriate, is it that the film shonld be shown at the 
Argvle, dor it was there, over twenty vears avo, that there was 
given certainly one of the first kinema performances, if not 
absolutely the first, so far as the Merseyside district is concerned 
—a show comprising six short and very crude films—crude, that 
is, when contrasted with what we are accustomed to in the way 
of film production nowadays, At the same time, it was a worthy 
beginning, and reflected great credit upon the enterprise of the 
Arevle proprietor, Mr. D. J. Clarke, with whom, in the matter 
of film engagement and presentation at this popular establish- 
ment, Mr. ‘t Tant’’? Brown, one of the best known and most 
genial personalities in docal film cirel-s, 
associated for a lengthy period, 


too, 


has been successfully 


‘August 26, 1922. 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 49 


THE TRADE 


IN WALES. 


(By our Cardiff Correspondent.) 


South Wales Still Struggling — The Trade Show Question — Manager’s Transfer — 
Raised to the Bench — Cardiff Changes. 


OTWITHSTANDING the hope expressed a few wecke ago 
that the trade boom had started in consequence of 
the demand for Welsh coal, 1 now fear that the day is 

a long way off when Welsh exhibitors will experience really good 
At the moment things are in a terrible state. Right 
throughout the teeming Welsh valleys there ig such an absolute 
lack of inoney that halls are empty, and it is quite a common 
occurrence to find at shows which are running features that 
only twenty people are present. These things have been going 
on for a long time in South Wales, and exhibitors are preparing 
themselves for a continuance of these depressing conditions. 
Until the wage of the collier is increased we cannot expect to 
find much improvement in the Tot of the picture-hall pro- 
-prictor, Since the kinema leapt into popularity some years ago 
in the principality, the miner and hig family have been the 
greatest supporters of the sereen, But to-day they are compelled 
by force of circumstance, by lack of (money—many not 
receiving two pounds a week for their work in’ the pit—to 
retrench, and, consequently, much of the revenue for the kinema 
has been taken away. — Hosts of exhibitors have closed their 
books, and travellers continue to come back with depressing 
tales. 


The Trade Show Question. 

One hardly knows what is going to happen through the agita- 
tion on the part of some of the Welsh exhibitors in connection 
with the holding of trade shows outside the Kinema Exchange. 
The controversy has developed over the past week, and some very 
strong things are being said on both sides. Briefly, the position 
is that exhibitors claim that it is the duty of the renters to 
support the Exchange, and hold all trade shows within the 
precincts of the club. The renters’ attitude is that it is 
in.possible to exploit some of the big films, supers, for instanec, 
in the limited accommodation at the club. I have spoken to a 
number last week, and they all pledge their loyalty to the club, 
but emphatically state that there are subjects that are 
impossible to show in the theatres of the Exchange in High 
Street. Candidly, one must sympathise with them. There is 
the question of the orchestra, for instance: while the projection 
and general comfort are excellent, it is useless to attempt to 
put a big orchestra into these theatres. Still, it is to be hoped 
that some amicable arrangement will be come to, for just now 
both sections have enough to do without dabbling in the trifling 
personalities which the subject is occasioning, 


business. 


Manager’s Transfer. ; 
Mr. A. Samson is rejoining Mr. Leon Vint, and will open the 


aconstructed Palace at Barry Dock next week. Mr. Samson 


is well known in the territory. For many years he was 
manager for Mr. Leon Vint, and in 1915 enlisted in the army. 
On his) discharge he joined the Albany Ward Circuit, and 
renatined with them for three-and-a-half years, managing the 
firin’s theatres at Salisbury. Exeter, and Chepstow. 
friends wish him the best of luck in his new post. 


His inany 


Raised to the Bench. 

The kinema industry in Swansea is represented in the new 
list of magistrates by the appointment of Sir Charles Ruthen, 
chairman of directors of the South Wales Kinema Company, 
Which controls the Atbert Hall, opened in Swansea a fortnight 
By the way, the new building is a popular rendezvous, 
and excellent business: is reported. 


ao, 


Cardiff Changes. 

Mr. A. 5S. Whittaker, formerly manager of the Olympia, 
Cardiff, has been appointed manager of the Capitol, Cardiff. 
On his departure from the Olympia he was made the recipient 
of a sitver enke stand. | The presentation was made by Mr. 
Perey Wheeler, who referred to dhe popularity of Mr. Whittaker 
amongst his patrons and staff, To Mr. H. Baygott also a pre- 
sentation has transfer from the assistant 
managership of the Central, Cardiff, to the managerial position 
of the Olympia. The gift took the form of a silver cigarette 
case from the staff, whilst some personal friends handed him 
a ease of tea knives. 


been made on his 


Rumours to Reject. 


I am asked to deny the rumour that Mr. Jack Baggott is 
severing his connection with the firm of Tilney Brothers, for 
whem he is the South Wales manager, The confusion seems to 
have arisen over the fact that his brother, Mr. W. H. Bagyott, 
has been appointed manager of the Olympia, Another rumour 
for denial is that Mr. Jack Wilson is resigning his position at 
the Clifton Street Kinema, Cardiff. 


In a Few Lines. 


Mr. Sam Abrahains, who for several years has been the South 
Wales traveller for Butcher's, has gone to Ideal in a similar 
capacity in South Wales. His many friends express the hope 
that he will have the best of luck. i 

Mr. Bert Spathaky has been appointed manager of the Albert 
Hall, Swansea, He was assistant manager at the Capitol, 
Cardiff. 

T. C. Hayward, of the Gaiety, Manchester, has been appointed 
‘cellist at the Capitol, Cardiff. 


-PROLOGUES IN DEMAND. 


‘Associated First National Appoint 
Special Producer. 


WwW: “ Man—Woman—Marriage "’ was first presented 


to the trade at the Alhambra Theatre, London, by 

Associated First National Pictures, Ltd... it 
preceded by a most remarkable and unique prologue, This was 
preduced by Mr. Leon Pollock, under the direction of Mr. Perey 
Phillipson, sales manager to Associated First National, Its 
suecess was so unanimous that adaptations were made therefrom 
and presented at the various provincial trade shows, with the 


Google 


was 


~ communicate i 
- National’ Pictures, Ltd., 37-39, Oxtord Street, London, W.1. 


exception of the Leeds trade shows, where a somewhat different 
presentation was given, 

The appreciative result of this pioneer work is shown by the 
many applications from exhibitors which Associated First 
National have received asking for assistance in the preduetion 
of prologues to be used when presenting this picture to the 
public. It has therefore been decided, we are informed hy Mr. 
Phillipson, to appoint Mr. Leon Pollock as official producer of 
all prologues to precede ** Man—Woman—Marviage en behalf 
of Associated First National, and exhibitors who need further 
this matter should, as soon as possible, 
Mr.) Perey Phillipsen, Associated First 


information on 
with 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE WEST. 


(By our Bristol. Correspondent.) 


Gaumont’s Celebrate Opening of New Bristol Branch — Torquay Manageress Says Farewell — 
The Palace (Bristol) Staff Outing — Wireless at Bristol — Ideal’s Fine Offerings — 
Butcher’s New Sporting Picture. 


HOUGH the Bristol branch of the Gaumont Company has 
T been open for business for a matter of two or thre: 
weeks, the formal opening did not take place until last 
week, when it was celebrated with a very pleasant function in 
the shape of a duneh at the Royal Hotel, College Green, to which 
Gaumont's invited a number of West Country exhibitors, Mr. 
RoC. Brombead, joint managing director, presided, and he was 
supported by E. J. Jennings, manager of the new branch; 
A. Verron, Cardiff branch manager; and A. G. Momntney, West 
of England representative. Amongst the company, which 
munbered about forty, were Councillor Worace Livermore and 
Mrs. Livermore, AJ Bo Atkinson, chairman of the Bristol CLELA., 
and S. H. Justin, branch delewates 


Mr. Eromhead’s Welcome. 

In a capital speech Mr. Bromhead said he was very pleased 
to welcome them at the opening of the youngest but not the 
least important of the company’s branches, It was about a 
quarter of a century ago since Gaumont’s started in this country, 
and there would have been a branch in Bristel Jone before now 
if it had not been for the war, The new branch would be under 
the capable management of Mr Bo J. Jennings, whom they all 
knew from long experience would do his utmost to meet their 
wishes. As soon as they knew the requirements of the local 
autherities they would inaugurate ao tally equipped dispatch 
department, and in this direction would be able to effeet con. 
siderable ceonomies in the way of carriage, avoiding the heavy 
cost of transit from London and Cardiff. 


Forthcoming Productions. 

With regard to the Gaumont cutput, Mr. Bromhead said they 
endeavoured to present a program as varied us possible, Their 
aim was to produce still better films. Their last, {° The Prince 
of Lovers,” had just completed a most successful four weeks’ 
run at a West End theatre, whieh, he said, was a record for 
English productions, Three new subjects would be trade shown 
within the next ten weeks: the first, ‘A Gipsy Cavalier,’’ would 
be trade shown in London on August 31; the second, a Donald 
Crisp production, was * Tell Your Children"; and the third 
was *' Rob Roy.” 


” 


At the End of the Lane. 

Jn conclusion, Mr. Bromhead said that though times had been 
hard—no less for the renter than for the exhibitor—he believed 
they were reaching the end of the ony lane, and while he looked 
for no sudden recovery—which, for one thing, would not be 
lhealthy—he was optimistic regarding the future, and in this 
belief they had opened the new branch in that city. In reply, 
A.B. Atkinson (chairman of the Bristol C.E.A.) said it gave 
him very vreat pleasure to welcome the Gaumont Co. to Bristol, 
where he thought they ought to have had a branch long ago, 
as Bristol was the centre of the West of Nngland. He had done 
business with Gaumont's for many years, and from his own 
experience. he had always found them one of the fairest firms 
one could wish to deal with. On behalf of West Country 
exhibitors he wished the new venture every success, 


Wireless at Bristol. - 
IT. F. Wren, of the Staple TT] Picture House, tells me that 
he has uot his wireless apparatus installed and cverything ready 


Google 


to start as soon as he receives the necessary permission from 
the Post Otice. whieh will be as soon as that departinent and the 
broadcasting Companios can come to some arrangement, M1, 
Wren has no fear of successful results: he received an excellent 
rendering of the & Daily Mail7* concert the other day—for his 
own private use only—and he is confident that his patrons will 
be very satisfied with the result of his enterprise. Te has 
already liad two loud speakers installed in the hall, and is 
putting ina third—a special one—which he is having sent from 
the United States: 


Torquay Manageress Says ‘‘ Farewell.’’ 

Miss Sabine, who for the last seven years has had control, 
jointly, with Mr. @. Pope, of the Torquay Electric Theatre, has 
resigned that position to take up an appointment in Birmingham, 
Before her departure she was presented by the directors with a 
silver tea set, and a cease of fish caters from the staff of the hall. 


Palace Outing. 


On Sunday, the 13th, the staff of the Palace, Bristol, had their 
annual outing, Starting from Bristol in the morning, the party, 
to the number of 60, journeyed by charabane to Cheddar, Crook's 
Peak, and Weston-super-Mare. “Dinner was served at the Clift 
Hotel, Cheddar, and tea at) Weston. The arrangements were 
undertaken by G. W. Ventom, the manager of the house, and 
were carried out in a most excellent manner, everything going 
off without a hiteh. The party included a former proprietor and 
a former manager, Horace Livermore and Ton Channing, 


Ideal’s Fine Offerings. 

Ideal Films, who showed ** The Sea Dog,’ featuring Hobart 
Boswerth and Bessie Love, at the Victoria Rooms on Wednesday 
of last week, screened “A Bill of Divorcement ’* at Castle Street 
Mr. Barnett tells me that he has some fine offerings 
coming along. On Wednesday next, the 80th, he will show 
“Wildermess Tales? at the Clare Street Picture House, and 
he has fixed up a Sunday show at the Castle Street kinema for 
September 3, when he will screen something special. 


this week. 


Butcher's New Sporting Picture. 

To-morrow, Sunday, the 27th, L. Satchwell presents ‘ Son of 
Kissing Cup" to exhibitors at the Queen's. With a cast includ. 
ing Violet Hopson, Stewart Rome, Cameron Carr, Judd Green, 
and Adeline Hayden Coffin, it is a film which cught to have a 
big appeal. Judging by the suceess of *f Nissing Cup's Race,”" 
Mr. Satehwell says he anticipates doing big business with it in 
the West, 


PRINCESS MARY ACCEPTS 
WEDDING FILM. 


R.H. Princess Mary, Viscountess Lascelles, has accepted 

| i et copy of the film of her wedding procession presented 
by the Gaumont Company, Ltd. In accepting the 
presentation copy Her Royal Highness expressed her grateful 
thanks and pleasure te nessess it. This is the film which the 
Princess recently visited the vrivate theatre of the Ganumont 


Company, Ltd., to sce. 


‘August 26, 1922. 


THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. $l 


EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF THE PRINGLE 
_ - FUND. | 


Bristol C.E.A.- Votes Twenty Guineas. 


7 HE branch chairman (A. B. Atkinson) presided over the 

T muuthly meeting of the Bristol C.FLA., held Jast week 
at the Artistes’ and Press Club, Park Row, Bristol. 

The Chairinan said no doubt 

a,pommnittee had been formed in Bristol to see what could be 


most cf them were aware that 


done in the way of reising a fund for the benefit of Ralph 
Pringle and to help him Unfortunately, 
before the matter hack been cared fur Mis Prische pressed away, 
but he believed that the committee had been able to give him 
sume help before the end. 


in his last days. 


The Present Aim 


The aim now was to raise a substantial sume oof aoney for 
the widow and four children, Sever Jocal exhibitors had 
wready given individual donations to the fund, and the various 
branches of the C.1.A, They 
were answering the appeal: he lad informed that’ a 
chegue for £10 10s. tad been received) from: the Birmingham 
branch that morning, He thought the Bristol branch ought to 
nake oa substantial donation, considering Mr. Pringle’s asso- 
ciation with their city; for some years the head cflice of the 
Pringle cireuit was in Bristol, and Madph Pringle had been the 
pioneer of the kinema as a popular form of entertainment in 
the city. 


were being asked to subscribe. 
been 


Bristol’s Contribution. 

KE. A. Tasker moved that the sum of twenty suineas be sub- 
scribed to the Pringle Distress Fund from the Benevolent) Fund 
cf the Bristol branch, This was seconded by EH. Mulford, and 
carried unanimously. It was also decided that the appeal to 
the C.E.A. branches should receive the support) and recom- 
mendation Gf the Brisiul branch, and that the chairman should 
cireularise the various branches to this effect. asking the branch 
chairman to bring the appeal before their members at their 
next meeting. 


Mrs. Pringle’s Thanks. 

F. A. Sumpter, hon. seeretary of the Pringle Fund, said 
he had been asked by Mrs. Pringle to express her thanks, and 
that of her family, for the beautiful wreath which the merbers 
of that branch had sent as a tribute to the memory of her 


husband. 


The Salvation Army. 

The secretary read a letter from Gayazzi King. enclosing 
correspondence with the Salvation Army in’ connection with 
certain disparaging remarks made by Goneral Booth, and gave 
particulars of the resolution passed by, the General Council, 
that it is undesirable to assist the Salvation Army until an 
amende honorable has been made by General Booth. This 
action of the General Council met with the unanimous approval 
cf the meeting.. 


More Halls Struck Off.. 

The secretary reported that he had again written to the three 
nembere in arrears, asking for their subscriptions. ~ One had 
replied stating the amount was being forwarded, but the other 
two had not answered his letter. “It was decided that the two 
halls in question should Le struck off the roll of members.” 


Google 


The Tax Campaign—A Suggestion. 

The Chairman said he had received a letter trom 
Jing that the campaign for relief from the Mntertainments 
Tax having been unsuecesstul he would bring his (the chair- 
sugeestion before the General Council at the next 

Mr. Atkinson explained that the suggestion referred 


Gavazzi 


nnu’s) 
inecting. 
to was that in the case of the campaign not being successful 
the General Council should the 
sugeestions as to the best way to go to work to wet relief from 
the ‘Tax. 

he. A. Tasker, who theneht the idea oa eced one. having said 


ack various branches to send 


that he considered) the chairman's suggestion should wo to the 
General Council as oa resolution: from that branch, the cliair- 
propesed a resolution that the General Council be 
requested to write to all the branches asking lor sugeestions as 


an 


to the best possible way to carry out campaign to secure the 
wholition of the Entertainments Tax. which should be put in 
hand immediately. 


Protest Against New Bath Kinema. 

KN. A. Tasker brought up the matter of the new Corporation 
bath at Horfield, which has been det for the purpose of siving 
kinena exhibitions during a certain period of the year. He 
theught this was a case of unfair competition, and that) the 
branch ought to express disapproval of the action of the Baths 
Committee. 

The Chairman said the building was outside the distance 
Himit laid down by the Bristol Licensing Bench, and if) this 
building was not uscd as a kinema it) was possible for anyone 
to secure acsite, get plans passed, and build a regular picture 
house, whieh wouid iean far greater competition for other 
houses in the district. After the matter had been discussed 
for some time the following resolution was passed, on the 
niction of HK. A. Tasker. that a defter should be sent to the 
chainnan of the Baths Cominittee of the City Council pointing 
out that. it unfair to this building for kinema 
exhibitions in opposition to present Jiecuses in’ the neighbour- 
heod: also that it would mean a drop in the assessment value 


was use 


ii other houses, 
This brought the business of the meeting to an end. 


A SENSATION 


Once in a great while something happens in the world 
of art and literature of such momentous importance that 
it stands out prominently like a Gigantic Beacon Light 
of History, marking a milestone in the course of human 
progress. , . ae 

Such an epcch-making event’ in the film industry is 
the presentation by Carl Laemmle of a vivid and realistic 
romance of Monte Carlo, screened amid scenic backgrounds 
of unequalled and costly splendour, the turning po‘nt of 
screen art— 


FOOLISH WIVES 


he Most Talked About Picture in the World 
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THE FOUR NORTHERN COUNTIES. 


(By our Newcastle Correspondent.) 


A Gentle Jest — New Executive Member — Forthcoming Visit from President — 
P.R.S. Licences: Few Replies — « Trouble ’? Ahead. 


Kh. J. 8S. SNELL, the chairian of the Northern branch 
M of the C.MLA., dikes a little joke, and he had one at 
the expense of the members at iust week's meeting. 
For two months there had been no meetings, and the chairman 
sail that the various branches up and down the country had 
searshed the trade Press for the reports of the proceedings of 
the Norther branch in vain. He coneluded his remarks by 
having a tilt at members changing their minds, by saying that 
the Northern branch was noted for the lead it set the country 
and the seasonable advice it} gave on month and probably 
altered the next. The members greatly appreciated the gentle 
jest. 


New Executive Member. 


Mr. H. Chadwick, the popular manager of 
Neweastle, has been appointed a member of the Executive 
of the Northern branch of the C.B.A. to fill the 
vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. W. HH. Lindon 
Travers. A short while avo Mr. Travers resigned his position 
us manager of the Stoll Picture Theatre, Newcastle, to go into 
the renting side of the business, whieh also necessitated him 


the Olympia, 


Committee 


severing his connection with the local branch of the C.B.A., of 
which he had also been vice-chairman. 


Forthcoming Visit From President. 

The Northern branch of the C.E.A. is to have a visit from 
the president of the Association (Alderman ‘T. Trounson) at the 
September meeting. Alderman ‘Trounson is to pass through 
Neweastle on the date of the meeting on his way to Edinburgh 
by motor, and he has agreed to the request of the branch to 
make a short stay at Neweastle to address the meeting. This 
will be the first time that the Northern branch has been 
honoured by a visit from a president of the Association. 


P.R.S. Licences; Few Replies. 


The secretary of the Northern branch in compliance with the 


request of the General Seerctary of the C.B.A. has) been 
endeavouring to find out how many members hold P.R.S. 


general lieences, but he had very few answers to the 200 letters 
he sent out. He anticipated that the members would have 
replied stating whether they held eoneral oor association 
liceneves, but there appears to have been a fecling that it was 


nut necessary to reply where C.E.A. licences were held. 


LOST—A HUSBAND. 
Last seen andere afound: Monte Carlo, trying to 
keep up with his foolish young wife and prevent her from 


falling a victim to the wiles and wickedness of a titled cad; 


said husband a fine manly citizen who believes a girl should 
not be dazzled by the false artificiality of an empty title; 
further information may be had when you see— 


FOOLISH WIVES 


Yhe Most Talked About Picture in the World 


Google 


Knowing that in other matters the members slow in 
answering communications, he told the meeting last week 
pretty plainly that it would be the members’ own fault if they 
had to pay for a general licence instead of the C.E.A. licence. 
Metibers who have not replied to the letter sent out by Me. 
Smith in regard to this matter would do well to do so without 
delay stating whether or not they hold a general licence or are 
In possession of one from the C.ELA. 


are 


‘“‘ Trouble’ Ahead. 

Mr. Perey Lloyd, the manager of Pathe’s Neweastle branch, 
states that the next Jackie Coogan picture will be ‘ Trouble.” 
and he declares that those who have seen it are unanimously 
Gf the opinion that it is better than the two previous Coogan 
films. ‘Two or three big supers will also be on view at an early 
date. ; 


New Comedies. 

Mr. Wiiliam Walker, of Walker's Exclusives, has secured 
some new Hank Mann and other comedies for the territory, 
and he put these before the exhibitors last Thursday. 


Ideal Features. 
Mr. B. Rose, the local manager for the Ideal Company, 
states that he is doing big business with the short features 


which are now booked solidly. | During next month he will 
sereen to the trade ** A Bill of Divorcement,’’ ‘* The Sea Doz,” 
“The To-morrow that Never Came.” ** Wildermess Tales,’’ and 
“Conquering the Alps.” For all these subjects he hag had 
plenty of inquiries, but he is not taking any bookings until 
after the trade shows. 


Vitagraph Busy. 


Business is fairly brisk was the report of Mr. KE. Thompson, 
Vitagraph’s territorial manager, regarding the features he has 
in hand, together with a good selection of comedies. He has 
also had a lot of inquiries for ‘* Wild Trish Roee,” to be shown 
at the Queen’s Hall, Newcastle, on September 15. 


First Runs Arranged. 


At High Tevel Exclusives To was informed that) they had 
secured many orders for ‘ What Do Men Want??? which was 
serecned to the trade Jast week. For this first rung have been 
arranged for Neweastle, West Hartlepool, and) Middlesbrough. 
There have also been a number of inquiries in respect to ‘f The 
Silent) Barrier,’ which was put before the exhibitors at the 
beginning of this week. 


We Jcarn from Messrs. J. H. Dalmever, Ltd., that the two 
Kalee projectors installed at the Palace Theatre, Cambridye 
Circus, where ‘! The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse '” is 
being shown, are fitted with Dallmever Pentace Projection Lenses 
and Supplementary Lenses. This theatre employs rear pro- 
jection, and by the use of this combination of Jenses_ the 
difficulties usually associated with rear projection have been 
climinated, and a perfectly brilliant and sharp picture obtained, 


August 26, 1922. 


DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS’ LATEST. 


‘«One of the Blood.’’ 
ROM Mr. Carroll S. Trowbridge, of the Allied Artists 
F Corporation, Ltd., comes the announcement of the early 
release of Douglas Fairbanks'’s next production, ** One of 
the Blood.’’ In this Doug. has, we are told, an unparalleled 
opportunity of displaying that verve, agility, and -irrepressible 


FROM ** ONE OF THE BLoop.”’ 


SCENE 


humour which have made him such a favourite with picture- 
goers. 

The story is that of one Billy Brooks, who had lots of money, 
didn’t know where it came from, and didn't know who his 
mother was. Billy ‘‘ featured "' in every riot, every celebration 
—he was a‘ pal’ of the politicians, pet of the police, and 
friend of the firemen. But his old city got so well-behaved that 
Bill had to seek pastures new for excitement. So he migrated 
to Mexico, and managed to manceuvre that on to the peace map. 
When a small European kingdom started a revolution Billy 
went there for more excitement, got mixed up in the melee of 
political events, and incidentally found his long-lost mother! 
All of which serves to indicate that Doug. in ‘‘ One of the 
Blood *’ is out to give us a lively time. The cast includes such 
favourites as Marjory Daw, Frank Campean, Sam Sothern, 
** Bull *? Montana, Jay Dwiggins, ete. 


DEATH. 
A 
was for many years associated with the development 
first of all in New Zealand. He retired from business about 
Kawachi Maru, on which vessel he was proceeding from Singa- 


PIONEER of the film industry in South Africa has 
of the kinematograph business there. Born in Hungary, Mr. 
five vears ago, having disposed of his picture intercsts to 
pore to Cape Town, Many prominent people in the film business 


SOUTH AFRICAN FILM PIONEER’S 
passed away in the person of Mr. A. M. Fisher, whe 
Fisher had spent most of his life within the British Empire, 
African Theatres. Mr. Fisher's death took place on the 
will hear with regret of the passing of this genial personality. 


The  Brocken optical phenomenon, seldom 
witnessed, and caused by the sun's projection of the shadows of 
the summit and the cbjects on it in gigantic proportions on a 
wall of mist, has been filmed by a party accompanying a French 
scientist to Mont Blane. The spectre has given rise to a number 
of legends current in Switzerland regarding Brocken mountain. 


Spectre, an 
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SWEDISH BIOGRAPH ACTIVITIES. 


E understand from Ernest Wettstein, who is just back 
W from a tour of the Swedish studios, that the new 
program which is being prepared is likely to outshine 
by far even those former masterpieces which have been accorded 
such a favourable welcome in this country. He expects to 
receive shortly six pictures, two of which are being contributed 
by Victor Seastrom, two by Mauritz Stiller, and two by John 
W. Brunius. 

The new program has the added interest of the appearance 
of two British artistes—Matheson Lang and Maggie Albanesi— 
and it is a noticeable fact that all the stories are modern in 
theme and treatment. Lang is at present filming in the north 
of Sweden in Seastrom’s second picture—a thrilling drama of 
the sea in which the spectacular burning and blowing up of a 
vessel provides the big punch. Lang has had a terrifie reception 
in Sweden, and is so pleased with the country that he intends 
combining business with pleasure, and will get Mrs. Lang to 
join him for a holiday as soon as the last scenes are shot. 

“The Surrounded House,’’? Seastrom’s other picture, deals 
with Egyptian social and fighting life, some remarkable shots 
of battles with Arabs having been registered. Stiller has also 
completed a story by Selma Lagerlof, which he filmed in ths 
Northern snows with thousands of reindeer as supers to Mary 
Johnson, who essays the lead. Stiller swears that he will never 
again take a picture with these four-footed actors, for the greatest 
difficulty was experienced from the Laplanders, who, regarding 
the camera and lighting equipment as powerful guns, insisted 
in rushing into the picture every few minutes to see that their 
herds were still safe! The fact that the temperature was also 
fifteen degrees below zero, and that alk the lighting equipment 
had to be transported from Stockholm, strengthened his deter- 
mination. We shall look forward with considcrable interest to 
the arrival of the new products from the Swedish studios. 

In a few days’ time there will open in London a most unique 
exhibition loaned by Mr. Will Day—the foremost maker of 
kinema appliances in this country—to the South Kensington 
Museum; it occupies the whole of the science annexe in that 
institution. A full description 
collection will appear next weck. 


PUTTING SUZANNE ON THE 
SCREEN. 


of this interesting kinema 


AND HOW 
PLAY IT 


TENNI 


Mr. Lundy, late of the West End Cinema and the Marlborough, 

and now managing the Finsbury Rink Cinema, arranged this 

window display when exhibiting ‘‘ Tennis and How to Play it,” 

at the Rink. Naturally, such an effective ‘‘ lay out ” attracted 
much attention. 
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IN SCOTLAND. 


(By our Glasgow Correspondent). 


Stoll's Transport — * Bohemian Girl’’ for Dundee — The Merry Masons — 
Successful Trade Show — Interest in ‘‘ Rob Roy.” 


the Scottish destinies of the Stoll Company) has just 

been showing me with justifiable pride the new motor 
ear which has just been placed at his disposal by his firm. Mr. 
Jacobs and his merry men cover a very large area, and I have 
no doubt that the new car will be a valuable addition to their 
transport adjuncts. - 


M” JOHN JACOBS (who so ably and excellently controls 


Big Show For Dundee. 


It is rumoured that the Caird Hall in Dundve—which, by the 
“way, is one of the largest halls of its kind in the country—has 
-been booked for the showing of ‘* The Bohemian Girl ’’ towards 
the back-end of the year. A number of well-known gentlemen 
in the Glasgow kinema trade are stated to be interested in the 
running of this big film in Juteapolis, and this combine is look- 
ing forward to big and bumper results. 


The Merry Masons. 


on 


Members of ** Lodge Anima’? are asked to note duly in their 
diary that Friday, September 1, has been set apart for the. first 
meeting of the new session. The business of the meeting will 
‘be the Second Dezrce, and the regular business will thereafter 
be followed by harmony, This masonie lode has now a large 
and ever-increasing membership, and in’ every direction it is 
going strong. 


Successful Trade Show. 


I had the pleasure ct being present at the private show of 
‘©The Bohemian Girl film as presented at Cranston’s Picture 
House, Renfield Street. Glasgow, and IT do not exageerate when 
I say that this picture play gave unstinted and undivided 
satisfaction to all those present. IT learn, by the way, that this 
film will be publicly shown for the first time in Scotland at the 
Renfield Picture House early in October. The logal newspapers 
accorded a very goodly amount of space to the private show 
alluded to. 


Interest in ‘‘ Rob Roy.’’ 


IT am informed that Messrs. Gaumont's ‘6 Rob Roy " film— 
the making of part of which aroused such keen interest) ir 
Aberfovle and district some weeks ago—will be completed in 
fueland at an carly date. Thereafter the film will be released 
simultaneously in England and Scotland, and Messrs. Gaumont 
are satisfied that this will be one of the finest of its kind from 
the viewpoints both of seenic excellence and enthralling interest. 
On the latter point it is noteworthy that Scott's version of ‘t Rob 
Roy “ has been drawn upon but little save for details and 
“atmosphere “—it being found difficult to do justice to Sir 
Walter's hero and at the same time provide the “ thrills.’ 


Hurrah for the Highlands. 


Kingussie at the moment is the headquarters of a film com- 
pany, who have retained the services of over fitty gipsies in the 
production of a film to be entitled ‘* Romany, or King of the 
Mr. Victor) Machuglen will) present) that exalted 
persenage with the Marehicness cf Queensberry as the queen. 
The filming process (which will extend over two months) will 
begin in the Drumochter district, and the principal scene wiil 
be daid in’ Pertnshire, The gipsies, in’ their well-equipped 
attracted great attention from the many heliday- 
mnukers in the district in the course of their travels, 


Gipsies.” 


Caravans, 


Cinema Proprietor’s Failure. 

James Thomson, jun., kinematograph proprietar, 7, West 
Blackhall Street. Greenock, was examined in bankruptey in 
Greenock Sheriff Court last week, fis statement of affairs showed 
liabilities of £32,187 17s. and assets £810 1&s., showing a deficit 
of £31,376 19s, Bankrupt stated tuat he started with a capital 
of £25,000 to build the Picture House, Greenock. He attributed 
his insolvency to the fact that the building of the picture house 
cost £68,000 instead of £19,000, which it was estimated to cost 
in 1920. Tt was originally intended that the picture house would 
be opened in September, 1920, but it was not opened till 16 
or 18 amonths later. The Was adjourned — till 
October 27, 


examination 


KINEMATOGRAPH SPORTS 
ASSOCIATION. 


SHE Swimming Committee of this Association is arranging 
aswinuning vala to take place at the City cf Westminster 
Baths, Great) Smith Street, S.W.L. on Thursday, 
‘September 28. We hope to be in a position to publish full 
details in our next issuc, but in the meantime H. W. Bishop, 
the hon. secretary of the swimming section, will be glad to get 
in touch with intending competitors, and supply entry forms 
aud full details, Letters addressed to Mr. Bishop, Gaumont 
Co.. 6 Denman Street, W.1, will receive prompt attention, 
The latest results in the competition for the Queenie Thomas 
Challenge Cup, presented to the Association by Miss Thomas for 
the Mixed Doubles Lawn Tennis Championship, are as follows :— 
Second Round: Girdlestone and) Burrus (Gaumont) beat 
Williams and Wright (Gaumont): Maylem and Selbey (Fox) 
beat Dalton and Coverdale (P.C.T.). Irwin and Grant (P.C.T.) 


Google 


beat Hetherington and Clive (Jurv'sy): Phillips and) Thomas 
(BLP. Bilis) beat) Cutler and Woathe  (Foxi:) Bushy and 
Williams (Jury's) beat Griffiths and Butler (Tury's). 

Third Round: Phillips and Thomas (BLP. Films) beat Irwin 
and Grant (P.C.T.) 2 Green and) Vernon (Famous-Lasky) beat 
Terry and Stacey (Fox). 

It is proposed, if sufficient support can be cbtained, to run 
two Jadies” hockey teams during the coming season, All ladies 
willing to play should get in touch with the hon. secretary of 
the hockey section, Mivs D. Haxthern, Procinthea Sports Club, 
109, Piccadilly, W.1, at the carlicst: moment. 

The Billiards Committee is arranging a handicap to take place 
during the winter months, The first prize will be a challenge 
trophy, and medals will be presented to the winner and runner 
up, together with other prizes if the number of entries justifies 
it. All entries, accompanied by entrance fees (2s. 6d.), should 
be sent to the hon. general secretary of the Association, Hubert 
Rurridee, 62, South Eaton Piace. S.W.1, not later than first 
post on Thursday, August 31. 
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NORMAN-WRIGHT, LTD., : 


53a Shaftesbury Avenue « LONDON, W.C. 7. 
2 John Dalton Street wow “MANCHESTER. 


Works -  - So Be - LEICESTER. 
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* \JORMAN - WRIGHT, LTD 
s have had long experience in : 
: Printing for the Film Trade, and are ‘ : 
®, Specialists in Fine Work which com- 
" bines artistic effect with speedy 
: : delivery, good quality and low cost. ‘ 
st ) st 
They are prepared to submit esti- : 
: mates, designs and general ideas for : 
all kinds of Synopses and Posters : 
: 
: 
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THEATRICAL TIP-UP CHAIR MAKER.—Trade supplied.— 


SMALL PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS.  Helesrd 68, Bourenent Park Rony Southend. 
rai —— THE FILM RENTER 


PUBLICITY AGENT FOR LONDON AREA.—A. 0. GAR. 
DENER (late manager of Brock’s Crystal Palace fireworks), 
Lewis Road, Sutton, Surrey. 
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*DYNAMO AND MOTOR ATTENDANTS,” by Broadbent, is 
a book of direct value to every operator-electrician -Price 
4s. 10d. from Rentell, 86, Maiden Lane, London. 


PROJECTORS, RECESSORIES: Etc. 


38,000 TIP-UPS, with standacis, bs. 6d. Seine plbbas —Hellen-. 
brand, maker, Bournemouth Park Road, Southend-on-Sea. 


LET YOUR ADVERTISING RIGHTS TO THE FIRM THAT. 
PAYS PROMPTLY. 


Best terms given for Curtains, Slides, or Programs. 
Write for particulars to : 


The Independent Trade Paper 


Palace Advertising Co., ' 
45a, Market Street, 
Manchester, 


WHICH CRITICISES 
_WITH FEARLESS 
IMPARTIALITY. 


'Phone Central 2262. 


POSTERS, SLIDES, PUBLICITY, FILMS. 


POSTERS AND LANTERN SLIDES.—For advertising all 
classes of busineas send to the Greatest Poster Writers and 
Lantern Slide Makers in the North of England. Yorkshire 
Agente for Rose Dew Spraying Essence. Poster and Slide 
Specialists.—Imperial Animated Picture Co., Hustlergate, 
Bredford. 


The Trade Paper that 
——— is Always 
FIRST with the News. 
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HAROLD LLOYD 
' ‘Grandma’s Boy | 


10 


MARKS 
IMPARTIAL 


PA REESE SRST EEC 
W. & F. FILM SERVICE, LTD., 


* 62 FRITH STREET, LONDON, _W.l. 5 
Gen. M one Regent 5734/5 


LONDON MANCHESTER 
53a Shaftesbury Avenue, W.1. 2 John Dalton Street. 
Telephone = Revit) WeEYORK-PUBLIC-LIBRARY= 2-4-4. ohne 
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for truthful reproductive quality use 


EASTMAN 
POSITIVE FILM 


You can’t play real music on an instru- 
ment with two strings—neither can you 
reproduce the full quality of your neg- 
ative with only highlights and shadows. 
You need the full range of Eastman or 
Kodak Positive Film halftones that 
carry quality through to the screen. 


Eastman and Kodak Film ts 
identifiable throughout its entire 
length by the words ‘‘EKastman” 
*“‘Kodak” stencilled in 4/zck letters 
in the transparent film margin. 


Kodak Limited, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2 


Google 


July 1, 1922. THE FILM RENTER & MOVING PICTURE NEWS. 


A2jUUHUNUULOUAUEUUAUEHOUOAYUOOOEUSEOUORUOOEUESUEUUOOUOOEEOOOOEOOOEUOOUEUOOEUOOEEUHEEOOUEOOEUOAOOANUUEOE 


THE PRESTON FILM SERVICE 


(Controlled by the Preston Film Exchange Co., Ltd.) 
Managing Director  - - : WILL ONDA. 


Larde Stook of Films for Sale or Hire. Z We have the Largest Stook in Europe, including Serials 


Something Worth Considering. 


WE CAN SUPPLY 
YOU WITH A 


COMPLETE PROGRAMME 


‘OF 6,500 FEET. 
CHANGE THURSDAY. 


FOR ©@Q/= WEEKLY. 


Kinema House, Corporation Street, Preston 
Telegrams: “ Pictures, Preston.’ Code: A.B.C. 5th Edition. Telephone: 10 Preston 
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ng CONSTANCE BINNEY {£& 
@ FAY COMPTON. 


A WELL KNOWN 

’ EXHIBITORS CONGRATULATIONS 
The Following wire has reached the Ideal” 
from M* Walter Wanger. Itisa great-— 
“showman’s view of a great picture - and 
itis typical of the i ae ge 

of the whole of t 

trade and press 


DIVORCEMENT 
is, beyond a shadow of doubt, the 
finest showmans propastton ever put before the trade. 
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